
II 	1.1c,'Rlrl -  rntr 

.1AN 3 1 2014 
• 	...I 	(.:/' 	1... : " 1.!A 

GUARDIAN MEDIA 
TECI INOLOGIES, LTD, 

Plaintiff, 

V. 

OVERSTOCK.COM , INC. 

Defendant. 

eu.k k  

ft.to 

.;IIT\ 	1110111pSoll, 	(Pro I lac Vice 
Ylldillp) 

Antonelli (Pro I Inc V ice 
Pending) 
Antonelli, I larrini4ton & Thom)son 1.1.1) 
4200 Montrose Blvd.. Suite 430 
Ilouston, lexas 77006 
(713 ) 581-3006/MX (713 ) 581-3020 
larry(wah I lawlirrn.com  

Danks1 S. Aide, Bar No. 251090 
Frank C. Olah, Bar No. 247843 
KIJN•DINST PC 
777 S. Fiiweroa St., Suite 2800 
.os Ani2,1es, California 90017 

(213 ) 406-1100/FAX (213) 406-1101 
daglc(a)klinedinstlaw.com  

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
GUARNAN MEDIA 
TLCI INOLOGIES, LTD 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

Ccril - 0 7 5 7 17W- \22K  
01 IGI AL COMPLAINT FOR 
PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

Courtroom: 
Judge: 
Magistrate Judge: 
Complaint Filed: 
Trial Date: 

Plaintiff GUARDIAN MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES, LTD. tiles this 

Complaint against the above-named Defendant, based on its own knowledge as to 

itself and its own actions, and based on information and belief as to all other 

matters, as follows: 

PARTIES  

1. 	Guardian Media Technologies, Ltd. ("Guardian") is a Texas limited 

partnership. Guardian has its principal place of business in Longview, TX. 
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pon inlbrmation and belief ., I )erendant Kerstock.com . Inc. 

("Werstock") is a corporation organiied and existing under the la%% s oldie Slate or 

1)ekm are \\ lilt  its principal place or business located at 6350 South 3000 Last, Salt 

Lake City, 1 JI. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE  

3. This is an action Ibr inftingement ol a hilted States patent arising 

under 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, 281, and 284-285, among others. This Court has subject 

matter .jurisdiction ols the action under 28 U.S.C. §1331 and §1338(a). 

4. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 and 

1400(b). Upon inlbrmation and belief, Defendant has transacted business in 

this district, and has committed and/or induced acts of patent infringement in this 

district. 

5. Upon information and belief, Defendant is subject to this Court's 

specific and general personal jurisdiction pursuant to due process and/or the 

California 1 ong Arm Statute, due at least to Defendant's substantial business in 

this forum, including: (i) at least a portion of the infringements alleged herein; and 

(ii) regularly doing or soliciting business, engaging in other persistent courses of 

conduet, and/or deriving substantial revenue from goods and services provided to 

individuals in California and in this district. 

COUNT 1  

INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 4,930,160  

6. On May 29, 1990, United States Patent No. 4,930,160 ("the '160 

patent") was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office for an invention entitled "Automatic Censorship of Video Programs." A 

true and correct copy of the '160 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

7. On April 7, 2009, the United States Patent and Trademark Office 

issued a Reexamination Certificate for the '160 patent, which confirmed the 
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patentabilik or CHins 3, 6. 7, 16, 19, and 20 or the I () Patent. A true and 

coiTect cop> of this Reexamination ('ertificate is attached hereto as kxhibit l. 

8. (itiardian is the owner of the 1 60 patent with all substantive rights in 

and to that patent, including the sole and exclusive right to prosecute this acti)n 

and en1brce the '160 patent against inli-ingers. and to collect damages for all 

relevant times. lite '160 patent is expired. 

9. As it pertains to this lawsuit, the '160 patent generally relates to 

parental control features contained in DVD players and televisions offered for sale 

by Defendant that allow owners of such devices to restrict viewing of certain 

movies and other video content based on the particular program's rating. See 47 

C.F.R. 15.120. 

10. Upon inlbrmation and belief', prior to the expiration of the '160 patent, 

Defendant directly or through intermediaries, made, had made, installed, used, 

imported, provided, supplied, distributed, sold, and/or offered for sale televisions, 

DVD players, and/or other products that infringed or, when used, infringed one or 

more claims of the '160 patent. 

II. 	The aforementioned accused products were made by or for one or 

more ofthe following companies, or were sold under one or more of the following 

brands, as applicable: Accurian; Akai; Apex Digital; Averatec; Axess; Axion; 

Curtis; Cyberhome; Dual; Durabrand; Dynex; Envision; GPX/Digital Products 

International; Hannspree; Insignia; Konka Group Co., Ltd.; Loewe; Mintek; Naxa; 

Sceptre; Soyo; Sungale; Supersonic; Sylvania; The Rotel Co., Ltd.; Trutech; 

Venturer; Zenith; Ziamen Overseas Chinese Electronic Company ("Xoceco"). 

12. 	Guardian has been damaged as a result of the infringing conduct by 

Defendant alleged above and, thus, Defendant is liable to Guardian in an amount 

that adequately compensates it fix their infringements, which, by law, cannot be 

less than a reasonable royalty, together with interest and costs as fixed by this 

Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284. 
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13. Guardian and/or its predecessors-in-interest have satisfied all 

obligations set I6rth in 35 I. ;.S.C. § 287 required to collect damages 161. the full 

period allowed bv law according, to 35 tl.S.C. § 286. 

ToLLING AGREEMENT 

14. On July 14, 2009, Defendant and Guardian entered into a Tolling 

Agreement that postponed the resolution of Guardian's clahns against Defendant. 

15. The Tolling Agreement provides that the relevant period for damages 

in a subsequent suit would be calculated based on the original suit's filing date 

(i.e., December 2 1 , 1 008). 

JURY DEMAND  

Guardian hereby requests a trial by . jury pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure of any issues so triable by right. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

Guardian requests that the Court find in its favor and against Defendant, and 

that the Court grant Guardian the following relief: 

a. Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 

4,930,160 has been infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of 

equivalents, by Defendant; 

b. Judgment that Defendant account for and pay to Guardian all damages 

to and costs incurred by Guardian because of Defendant's infringing activities and 

other conduct complained of herein; 

c. That Guardian be granted pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on 

the damages caused by Defendant's infringing activities and other conduct 

complained of herein; 

d. That this Court declare this an exceptional case and award Guardian 

its reasonable attorney's fees and costs in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 285; and 

/// 
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e. 	That (Mardian lie granted such other zind Curdle! .  rclielas the Court 

may dcem just and proper under the circumstances. 

KI.IN[DINST 

DAnD: January 30. 2014 	 Bv: _ 	. 
Daniel S. Agle 
Attorneys lbr PlaintifT 
GUARDIAN MI.:DIA 
. 1ECHNOLO(uIkS.1:11) 
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United States Patent [191 
	 [I I) Patent Number: 	4,930,160 

Vogel 
	

(45) Date of Patent: 	May 29, 1990 

[541 AUTOMATIC CENSORSHIP OF VIDEO 
PROGRAMS 

[761 Inventor: Peter S. Vogel, 28 Adeline Street, 
Faulconbridge NSW 2776, Australia 

[211 Appl. No.: 237,176 

[221.  Filed: 	Aug. 29, 1988 

[301 	Foreign Application Priority Data 

Sep. 2. 1987 [AU) Australia 	  P14107 

[511 Int. CL 	  1104K 1/00 
[52] U.S. Cl. 	  380/23; 358/84; 

358/349; 455/2; 455/4; 380/20; 340/825.34 
[58] Field of Search 	  380/3-5, 

380/23, 20; 364/200, 900, DIG. 545; 358/84, 
86, 139. 908, 349; 455/2, 4-6, 67-70; 

340/825.31, 825.34 

[56] 	 References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

3.859,457 1/1975 Klrk, Jr. 	  358/86 X 
3,919.479 11/1975 Moon et al. 	  358/84 X 
4,331,974 5/1982 Cogswell et al. 	 358/86 
4,520,404 5/1985 Von Kohorn 	 358/84 X 

4,530,008 
4,605,973 

7/1985 
8/1986 

MeVny 
Von Kohorn 

380/23  
455/4 X  

4.020.229 10/1980 Amano et i . 	i58/349 
4,685,131 8/1987 Horne 	 
4,718,107 1/1988 Hayes 	.... $. 5 .8/48565/N4 , 	, 
4,750.213 6/1988 Novak 	 455/67 
4,814,883 3/1989 Perine et al. 	 358/84 X 

Primary Examiner—Stephen C. Buczinski 
Assistant Examiner—I3ernarr Earl Gregory 

[57] 	 ABSTRACT 

A video program is received from a broadcast or video 
recording and displayed for viewing. On receipt of a 
prescribed classification code or group of codes display 
is switched to an alternative source. The classification 
code can be encoded into the broadcast or tape being 
viewed, or can originate from a separate source. The 
alternative material displayed can be another broadcast. 
a local recording, a locally-generated pattern, or other 
material. The codtn which cause the display to be 
switched to the alternative source can be set by the user 
after entering a personal identity number. 

26 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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1 

AUTOMATIC CENSORSHIP OF VIDEO 
PROGRAMS 

4,930,160 
2 

the beginning of a commercial break, or if Oleic is no 
separation between commercials and other program 

material. Furthermore, such systems ore unable to dis-
tinguish between resumption of desired progsain and 
lnrther cumniercials at the conclusion of a commercial. 
Resumption of viewing or recording Must iherefore be 

controlled by some form of tinting device, based on 

assumptions regarding the length of commercial breaks. 
If these assumptions are not correct, the system will fail 
in its function. 

A much improved censorship means is described in 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,520,404. This system relies on a human 
operator to classify broadcasts, based on observation at 
a monitoring station. A suitably coded message is dis-
tributed from the monitoring station to the viewer's 
home, at which point a suitably-equipped decoder con-
trols the television receiver or video recorder in accor-
dance with the classification data generated by the 
human operator at the monitoring station. Although 

this invention significantly improves upon the reliability 
of previous methods, it nevertheless suffers significant 
limitations. One limitation is the difficulty of accurately 
predicting at the monitoring station when a change of 

25 
program is going to occur, making the system some-
what error prone. Another limitation is that when the 
system is used under the control of one party to control 
the viewing of another party, for example used by par-
ents to limit viewing by children, it is necessary to pro-
vide control means by which the class of program to be 
censored can be selected, and it is therefore possible for 
the other party to use these controls to disable thc cen-
sorship, thereby defeating the function of the system. 
Yet another limitation is that during the period that 
unwanted material is being censored, the receiver is 
simply disabled. The viewer is therefore periodically 
presented with a blank screen and/or silence, which 
may have the undesirable effect of causing alarm when 
program suddenly resumes, or may be mistaken for a 
receiver malfunction. 

The prior art methods are also deficient in that they 
do not provide means whereby an authorized person 
can selectively disable viewing of certain classifications 
of pre-recorded video programs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to providing novel 
and improved means and method of receiving video 
programs whereby the censorship function is provided 
automatically, substantially resolving the abovemen-
tioned shortcomings of the prior art as well as providing 
other benefits. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention. 
there is provided a video program receiving method 

capable of automatically censoring video programs 
comprising the steps of receiving a video program. with 
accompanying audio if any, receiving a classification 
signal indicative of the content of the program being 
received, decoding the classification signal and, accord-
ing to functions selected by the user, causing the re-
ceiver to direct to its output alternative program mate-
rial for the duration of program of selected classifica-
tion. 

According to a second aspect of this inventive con-
cept, apparatus for receiving and automatically censor-
ing video program is also provided, and comprises a 
video program receiver, a classification signal receiver. 
a controller equipped to decode said received signal and 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to methods of, and 
apparatus for, automatic censorship of video programs. 
The terns video program used hereinafter refers to tele-
vision programs broadcast free-to-air or by cable or by 
satellite, and other forms of mass distribution of video 
programs, including distribution by video tape or other 
media. The term also includes an accompanying audio 
signal if any. 

I3ACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The need for censorship of video material is generally 
accepted by most societies, for the purposes of prevent-
ing the viewing of material by persons other than the 
target audience. Usually, such censorship takes the form 
of limiting access of a certain group of people, for exam-
ple children, to a certain class of material, for example 
pornographic or violent movies. Other uses of censor-
ship include voluntary self-censorship in cases where a 
recipient of a program does not wish to be exposed to 
certain types of . program, for example scenes of great 
violence, advertisements which may be considered of-
fensive, or non-program material which interrupts mov-
ies, drama or sports broadcasts. 

Being the most widely accessible form of broadcast-
ing, television is the medium with which the problem of 
censorship is experienced most. Traditionally, censor-
ship of television takes the form of either preventing 
possibly offensive material from being broadcast in the 
first place, or voluntary self-censorship, that is, switch-
ing off the receiver when material which the viewer 35 
does not wish to experience is bcing broadcast. Another 
form of self-censorship, which has gained popularity 
since the introduction of remote controls for television 
sets is the phenomenon known as "zapping". Zapping 
involves eliminating unwanted material by muting the 
receiver or changing channels for the duration of the 
unwanted segment. While such self-censorship offers 
the benefit that all classes of material remain available to 
those who do not find them objectionable, it suffers 
from the inconvenience of having to anticipate the na- 45 
ture of broadcasts and operate the receiver appropri-
ately. This process is tedious and error-prone, especially 
where the viewer wishes to suppress program material 
which changes rapidly in nature, for example when the 
viewer desires to suppress commercial messages within 50 
an otherwise unobjectionable program. Manual censor-
ship is therefore not an entirely satisfactory solution. 

It is therefore desirable to provide means whereby 
display of preselected classifications of program mate-
rial can be automatically suppressed. 55 

Arrangements for automatic censorship have been 
previously published, but suffer from a number of seri-
ous shortcomings. The main difficulty is that automatic 
means for discrimination of different program classifica-
tions, for example detection of television commercials, 60 
have been complex and unreliable. One technique has 
been to detect television commercials by the short per-
iod of black picture and silence separating them from 
other program material. A typical commercial-deleter 
of this type is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,319,286. This 65 
system and others like it suffer from the problem that 
erroneous operation occurs if there is a brief period of 
black and silence in a broadcast at a time other than at 

40 
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used for entering the classifications to be censored, an 
Some embodiments of the present invention will now 

OVERRIDE key, used to disable the censorship func- 
be described, by way of example only, with reference to 

tion, and a RESUME key, used to resume censorship 
the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a first embodi- after OVERRIDE. The usual channel selection keys of 

ment of the invention in which the program classifica- 30 the receiver of this embodiment serve the double pur-
tion is encoded into the vertical interval of the video pose of allowing the user to enter a PIN (personal iden- 

signal: 	 tity number). Similarly, the other keys can serve double 
if desired. FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the operational loop 	functions  

by the microcomputer of the of the program executed 	 Display 9 is used to signal the user as required. In this 

first embodiment; 	 35  embodiment it comprises an eight character liquid crys- 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the software used in 	(al display. In other embodiments other forms of display 

either embodiment for setting classifications; 	 can be used, including single LEDs, or a video charac- 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the software used in 	ter generator which causes characters to be superirn- 

either embodiment for overriding the censorship func- 	posed on the CRT display. 

lion; and 	 40 	The censorship function of the invention is per- 

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of a second 	formed by the arrangement of FIG. 1 executing the 

embodiment of the invention in which the program 	program described schematically in FIG. 2. 

classification is received by the invention from a trans- 	Referring now to FIG. 2, the program starts by scan- 

mission source other than the program to be censored. 	ning the keyboard to test for a key depression. If sio key 
45 is pressed, the classification code. arriving from linc 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 	 code extractor 5, is read, and an address is generated as 

As seen in FIG. 1 this embodiment of the invention 	a function of the code. A table is stored in the RAM of 

comprises the conventional components of a television 	microcomputer 6, the address of each data bit of the 

receiver or monitor, including audio amplifier 11, loud- 	table corresponding to a unique classification code, and 

speaker 12. CRT driver 10 and CRT 13. Under normal 50 the state of each bit so addressed indicating the classifi- 

conditions, the sources of video and audio are selected 	cation status, namely ENABLED or DISABLED. A 

from video input 3 and audio input 1 respectively. How- 	set bit indicates DISABLED, while a clear bit indicates 

ever when the selector means, relay 7 is energized, 	ENABLED. Having generated an address from the 

alternate audio input 2 and alternate video input 4 are 	received code, microcomputer 6 then applies this ad- 

selected instead. Both sets of audio and video inputs 55 dress to the table, and tests the corresponding data bit. 

may derive from any source, for example a television 	If the bit is set, relay 7 is energized, causing the video 

tuner or video tape player. 	 and audio signals to be switched to the alternate 

The operation of this embodiment relies on the pres- 	sources. If the bit is clear, relay 7 is released, with the 

ence of a program classification code within the video 	opposite effect. This procedure is repeated as a loop at 

signal. This can be provided in a number of well known 60 high speed, so that the operation of relay 7 follows 

ways which ensure that the presence of such codes do 	instantaneous changes in classification codes arriving at 
not interfere with the normal operation of television 	the video input of the invention. 
receivers. The method used in this embodiment is en- 	In order to allow authorized users to select whether a 
coding of a digital word in the form of black and white 	given classification code is to be enabled or disabled, the 
transitions located on line 16 of the video signal. This 65 program of FIG. 2 also continually scans the keyboard, 
position is chosen so as to be invisible on the CRT dis- 	testing for depression of the SET CLASSIFICATION 
play. The technology for this form of signalling is well 	key. If this key is pressed, the SET CLASSIFICA- 
known, being commonly used for data broadcasting 	TION routine is performed, according to FIG. 3. 

to control switching means which, accooling to func- 	services such as Teletext. 'Die clavfication may he 
tions selected by the user at the receiving station. cause 	pre-recorded on tapes being broadcast or played lo- 
the receiver to direct to its output alternative program 	cally, or inserted in a video signal prior to transmission 
material for the duration of program of selected classifi- 	at the broadcasting station at the time of broadcast. The 
cation. 	 5 means for inserting such signals is well known. 

The term "receiver" used herein is defined in the 	Upon arrival at video input 3 of the invention, as well 
broad sense of apparatus for converting television sig- 	as being fed to the display system, the video portion of 
nals (and their associated sound signals) into visual and 	the program is fed to line code extractor 5. which corn- 
audible signals, or apparatus for converting modulated 	prises means for isolating the desired line (in this eni- 
carrier signals into video and/or audio signals suitable 10 bodiment line 16), extracting the digital word from that 
for display by video monitors or audition via amplifiers 	line, and presenting it as an output readable by inl- 
and loudspeakers. For example, the term receiver in- 	crocomputer 6. 
eludes off-air domestic television sets, as well as appara- 	Microcomputer 6 is a self-contained "single chip 
tus known commonly as a "video monitor". The term 	computer" including RAM, ROM, 10 ports, CPU and 
"receive" is used in the broad sense of accepting signal 15 NV (non-volatile) memory. Of course, microcomputer 
from any signal conveyance means, for example, from 	6 may also perform many other functions required by 
an antenna, cable, optical fiber, magnetic tape, or opti- 	the receiver, as well as those of this invention. One of 
cal disk, 	 the output ports of microcomputer 6 controls relay 7. 

Some embodiments of this invention also include an 	Other ports rcad data from keyboard 8 and send data to 
arrangement for enabling access to selection of class& 20 
cations to be censored only upon entering of a security 	

display 9. 
Keyboard 8 is a press-button key array, which con- 

cocle, or personal identification number (PIN), by the 	
tains keys for control of all the usual television func- 

user. 
tions, as well as special keys used by this invention. The 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 25  special keys include a SET CLASSIFICATION key, 
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Referring now to FIG. 3, when the SET CLASSIFI - 

CATION key has been pressed, microcomputer 6 first 
requests, via display 9, that the user enter the PIN. A 

number is then input, in this embodiment three digits 
being used for security, and compared to the PIN stored 5  
in the NV memory of microcomputer 6. If the number 

does not match, the request is repeated. If the number 
does match, the first classification group number is 
displayed, and the user is requested to enter enable or 
disable, using two designated keys of keyboard 8. If 10  
enable is entered, the first hit of the code array is 
cleared. If disable is entered, the bit is set. A test is then 
performed to see whether the last element of the array 
has been programmed. If it has, control is returned to 

the operational loop, if not, the next array element is 15  
addressed, and the input cycle repeated for the next 
classification code. 

In this embodiment the array comprises three bits, 
corresponding to the classifications: 

I. Advertisement (commercial product or service pro- 2°  
motion) 

2. Non-program material (includes advertisements, sta-
tion identification, community service announce-
ments, commentary during movies ctc.) 

3. Restricted. Programs deemed by the government 25 
censors to be unsuitable for viewing by children. 
The coding scheme of this embodiment uses an eight 

bit word, so that up to 256 classifications can be sup-
ported. The 253 unused bits of the array are cleared, so 30  
that all classifications other than the three listed above 
are always enable. If desired. this range of classifications 
can be extended greatly, by increasing the size of the 

memory array. 
When an authorized person, for example a parent, 35  

desires to watch a program of disabled classification, it 
may be inconvenient to re-define the classifications 
enabled. For convenience, this embodiment provides an 
override function, which is invoked by pressing the 
OVERRIDE key of keyboard 8. Depression of this key 40  
is detected by the test in the operational loop of FIG. 2, 
and results in the execution of the override routine of 
FIG. 4. 

Referrine to FIG. 4, on entry to the override routine, 
the PIN is requested from the user. If the PIN does not 45 
match the number stored in NV memory, the routine 
terminates. If the correct PIN has been entered, relay 7 
is released, and the program continues looping until the 
RESUME key is pressed, with the result that no censor-
ing action occurs until the RESUME key is pressed. 50 

A second embodiment of the invention is shown in 
FIG. 5. This embodiment is similar to the first embodi-
ment, except that classification codes are received from 
a source separate from the source of video program. In 
this case, classification receiver 14 is provided to re- 55 

ceive classification signal input 15, which can arrive 
from any source, for example a radio transmitter dis-

tinct from the transmitter broadcasting the video pro-
gram. This embodiment of the invention is not suited to 
operation with prerecorded tapes as program source. 60 
Operation of this embodiment is the same as the first 
embodiment, except that classification codes are read 
from classification receiver 14, rather than line code 
extractor 5, by microcomputer 6. The software exe-
cuted by microcomputer 6 is also the same. The capabil- 65 
ities of both embodiments could easily be combined. 

The foregoing describes only some embodiments of 
the present invention and modifications, obvious to  

6 
th,,se skilled in the art, can be made without departing 
front the scope or the present invention. 

For example, in cases where a broadcast program is 
being viewed, more than one channel of broadcast is 
available, and the classification signal is being received 
from a source other than the broadcast being received, 
it is desirable thnt each classification code received be 
identified as relating to a particular channel, so that 
censorship can be based on which channel is being 
viewed or recorded. This feature is easily added to the 
embodiments described, especially in cases where the 
keyboard and microcomputer of the invention are also 
used to control the channel selection functions of the 
television receiver. 

For the purpose of implementing the invention with-
out needing to modify the television receiver, the inven-
tion can comprise a standard television receiver in com-
bination with a special controller which controls opera-
tion of the receiver by means of the remote control 
interface of the television receiver, if the receiver is 
equipped with remote control. That is, the censorship 
controller is equipped with interface means compatible 
with the remote control communication standard, for 
example an infra-red transmitter, so muting, blanking, 
channel-changing, or other censorship actions can be 
effected using unmodified receiving equipment. The 
channel-change function can provide thc facility of 
displaying alternative material during periods of censor-
ship. For example, a suitable pattern generator tuned to 
an unused television channel could be used to provide 
"electronic wallpaper" during commercial breaks. In 
some applications it may be desirable to implement 
some functions of the invention, such as PIN entry. in 
the remote controller, and other functions, such as the 
censorship function, in the receiver. 

Whereas the switching means of the embodiments 
described herein is a relay, any form of suitable switch, 
such as a solidstate arrangement, can be used. 

The alternative material selected during censorship 
periods can originate from a remote source, for example 
another television broadcast, or locally, for example 
from a video disk or tape player. The local source may 
also be simply a black signal generator. Furthermore. 
the invention is not limited to providing only one alter-
native program source. 

Whereas one embodiment of the invention described 
above relies upon signals encoded into the video portion 
of the received proeram, the invention can also be effec-
tively implemented using signals embedded into the 
audio portion of the program, using any of the available 
well-known techniques which do not interfere with 
normal sound reception. 

What I claim is: 
1. A video program reception method comprising the 

steps of: 

storing in memory means a set of codes descriptive of 
video program classifications, 

receiving a video signal and associated audio signal if 
present, 

receiving a program classification code descriptive of 
said video signal, 

accessing said memory means and comparing the 
contents thereof with said code, and, 

if the result of said comparison indicates that the 
received program is to be displayed, causing the 
received video signal to be selected for display, 

if the result of said comparison indicates that an alter-
native video signal is to be displayed, causing an 
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alternative source of video signal to be selected for 
	selector means equipped to cause a received video 

display; and 
	

signal to bc selected for display if the result 	said 

	

displaying the selected video signal on a video display 
	comparison indicates that the received program is 

means. 	 to be displayed and to cause an alternative source 

2. A video program reception method according to 5 
	

of video signal to be selected for display if the 

	

claim 1, wherein the alternative source of video signal 
	

result of said comparison indicates that an alterna- 
originates from a remote transmitter. 	 tive video signal is to be displayed, and 

3. A video program reception method according to 	means for displaying the selected video signal. 

	

claim 1, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 
	

15. A video program receiver according to claim 14. 
local to the receiving station. 	 10 wherein the alternative source of video signal originates 

4. A video program reception method according to 
	

frotn a remote transmitter. 
claim 1, comprising the further steps of: 

	
16. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 

	

inputting from the user a personal identity number, 	wherein the alternative source of video signal is local to 

	

comparing said number to a stored number, and if 
	

the receiving station. 
said numbers are equal, 	 15 

	
17. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 

	

permitting the user to alter thc codes stored within 
	

further comprising: 
said memory means. 	 means for inputting from the user a personal identity 

5. A video program reception method according to 
	

number. 

	

claim 4, wherein the alternative source of video signal 
	

means for comparing said number to a stored number, 
Originates from a source remote to the receiver. 	20 

	
and control means permitting the user to alter the 

6. A video program reception method according to 
	

contents of said memory only if the compared 

	

claim 4, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 
	

numbers are equal. 
local to the receiving station. 	 18. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 

7. A video program reception method according to 	wherein the alternative source of video signal originates 
claim 6, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 25 from a source remote to the receiver. 

	

a local video pattern generator equipped to generate at 
	

19. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 
least a black pattern. 	 wherein the alternative source of video signal is local to 

8. A video program reception method according to 
	

the receiving station. 

	

claim 4, wherein the program classification code is en- 
	

20. A video program receiver according to claim 19, 
coded into the video component of the program. 	30 wherein the alternative source of video signal is a local 

9. A video program reception method according to 
	

video pattern generator equipped to generate at least a 

	

claim 4; wherein the program classification code is en- 	black pattern. 
coded into the audio component of the program. 	 21. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 

10. A video program reception method according to 
	

including means for deriving the program classification 
claim 4, wherein the program classification code is not 35 code from the video component of the program. 

	

encoded into the program being received but is re- 
	

22. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 
ceived from a separate source. 	 including means for deriving the program classification 

11. A video program reception method according to 
	

code from the audio component of the program. 

	

claim 1, wherein the program classification code is en- 	23. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 
coded into the video component of the program. 	40 including means for receiving program classification 

12. A video program reception method according to 	code from a source other than the program being re- 

	

claim 1, wherein the program classification Code is en- 	ceived. 
coded into the audio component of the program. 	 24. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 

13. A video program reception method according to 
	

including means for deriving the program classification 
claim 1, wherein the program classification code is not 45 code from the video component of the proeram. 

	

encoded into the program being received but is re- 	25. A video program receiver according to claim 14. 
ceived from a separate source. 	 including means for deriving the program classification 

14. A video program receiver comprising: 	 code from the audio component of the program. 
a video signal receiver, 	 26. A video program receiver according to claim 14. 
a program classification code receiver, 	 50 including means for receiving program classification 
a program classification code memory, 	 code from a source other than the program being re- 

	

means for accessing said memory and comparing the 	ceived. 
contents thereof with received codes, 	 * a * * 

55 

60 

65 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES JUDGES 

This case has been assigned to District Judge 

Magistrate Judge is 	Ralph Zarefsky  

  

Dean D. Pregerson 	and the assigned 

  

     

The case number on all documents filed with the Court should read as follows: 

14 -CV-00757 DDP -RZx 

Pursuant to General Order 05-07 of the United States District Court for the Central District of 

California, the Magistrate Judge has been designated to hear discovery related motions. 

All discovery related motions should be noticed on the calendar of the Magistrate Judge. 

Clerk, U. S. District Court 

 

January 31, 2014 

Date 

 

By SBOURGEOIS  

  

   

Deputy Clerk 

NOTICE TO COUNSEL 

A copy of this notice must be served with the summons and complaint on all defendants (if a removal action is 

filed, a copy of this notice must be served on all plaintiffs). 

Subsequent documents must be filed at the following location: 

 

Western Division 
312 N. Spring Street, G-8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

0 Southern Division 
411 West Fourth St., Ste 1053 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

[I] Eastern Division 
3470 Twelfth Street, Room 134 
Riverside, CA 92501 

E3 

 

Failure to file at the proper location will result in your documents being returned to you. 

CV-18 (08/13) 	 NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES JUDGES 
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N 	STATI.:S DISTRICT COURT 
tht• 

'cntral I)istrict of 'alifornia 

Guardian Media Technologies, Ltd 

\. 

Overstock.com , Inc 

1•0: 	

v-zx 
Civil Action No. 

C V14-0757PP- 

SUMMONS IN A Civil. ACTION 

Overstock.com , Inc . 6350 South 3000 East; Salt Lake City, UT '  

A lawsuit has been tiled against you. 

Within 21 days after service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) 	or 60 days if you 
are the United States or a United States agency, or iii officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 
P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) 	you must serve on the plaintiff an answer to the tut:lel:al complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 
the Federal Rules ol . CHI Procedure. The answer or !notion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintitT's attorney, 
whose name and address are: Daniel S. Agle, Esq.;  

Klinedinst PC 

777 S. Fugueroa St., Suite 2800 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

213-406-1100 

Ifyou fail to respond. judgment by default \vill be entered au,ainst you tbr the relief demanded in the complaint. 
You also must File your answer or motion with the court. 

D"te.  JAN 3 1 2014 
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1 -1 I returned the summons unexecuted because 

'1 Other tv'pccityr 

 

: or 

My fees are S 
	

for travel and S 	 I .or services, for a total of S 
	

0.00 

I declare under penalty of perjury that this information is true. 

Solters .s igliarnrc 

Printed mime (Ind fide 

.S'erver ..s'addreS.S' 

Date: 

Additional information regarding attempted service, etc: 
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0 540 Mandamus/Other 

Li 	550 Civil Rights 

555 Prison Condition 

560 Civil Detainee 

Confinement 

• 151 Medicare Act 

152 Recovery of 
0 Defaulted Student 

Loan (Excl. Vet.) 

153 Recovery of -- Li Overpayment of 
Vet. Benefits 

160 Stockholders' 
Suits 

n  190 Other
Contract 

1----J 	Product Liability 

Li 	196 Franchise 

III 865 RSI (405 (g)) 

FEDERAL TAX SUITS 

rn  850 Securities/Com- 
1---1 	modities/Exchange 

, 890 Other Statutory 
1---, 	Actions 

0 	891 Agricultural Acts 

893 Environmental 

BANKRUPTCY 
870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff or 

II 	Defendant) , 422 Appeal 28 
i---i 	USC 158 

, 423 Withdrawal 28 
1_1 	USC 157 

FORFEITURE/PENALTY 

„ 625 Drug Related 
L.1 Seizure of Property 21 

USC 881 
Li 690 Other 

871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC m  
mu 7609 •• 	350 Motor Vehicle 

, ---1 	355 Motor Vehicle 
L--1 	Product Liability 

, 	360 Other Personal 
1--! 	Injury 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

0 440 Other Civil Rights 

Ei 441 Voting 

442 E 	l ri 	mpoyment 

443 Housing/ 
Accommodations 
445 American with 

Ei 	Disabilities- 
Employment 

,---, 446 American with 
1-2 	Disabilities-Other 

LABOR Es  
m Matters 

895 Freedom of Info. 
ili 710 Fair Labor Standards 

Act m  
Act 

...,., , 	195 Contract mi 	362 Personal Injury- 
m Med Malpratice 

365 Personal Injury- = 

• 720 Labor/Mgmt. 

• 896 Arbitration Relations 

0 740 Railway Labor Act 

,--, 751 Family and Medical 
1-/  Leave Act 

n 790 Other Labor 
1---1 	Litigation 

rn  791 Employee Ret. Inc. 
L--1 	Security Act 

899 Admin. Procedures 
111 Act/Review of Appeal of 

m 	Product Liability 

367 Health Care/ 
REAL PROPERTY 

ri 210 Land 
Condemnation 

. 	Pharmaceutical 
Agency Decision 

r---, 950 Constitutionality of 
L -1  State Statutes 

Personal Injury 
Product Liability 

368 Asbestos 
/11 	220 Foreclosure 

230 Rent Lease &

Ejectment 
ersonal M 	P 	Injury 

Product Liability_ 
III 	448 Education 
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Question C: Location of 
plaintiffs, defendants, and claims? 

(Make only one selection per row) 

Indicate the location in whith 
majority of plaintiffs res de: . 	. 	. 	. 	. 
Indicate the location it) which a 
major ity of defendants reside: 

Indicate the location in which a 
majority of claims arose: 

C.1. Is either of the following true? If so, check the one that applies: 

[-I 2 or more answers in Column C 

Li only I answer in Column C and no answers in Column D 

Your case will initially be assigned to the 
SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Southern" in response to Question D, below. 

If none applies, answer question C2 to the right. 

C.2. Is either of the following true? If so, check the one that applies: 

2 or more answers it) Column D 

only 1 answer in Column D and no answers in Column C 

Your case will initially be assigned to the 
EASTERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Eastern" in response to Question D, below. 

If none applies, go to the box below. 4. 
Your case will initially be assigned to the 

WESTERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Western" in response to Question D below. 

A. 

Los Angeles 
County 

B. 

Ventura, Santa Barbara, or 
San Luis Obispo Counties 

C. 

Orange County 

D. 

Riverside or San 
Bei nardino Counties 

E. 

Outside the Central 
District of California 

F. 

Other 

ri 
LI 

Question D: Initial Division? INITIAL DIVISION IN CACD 

Enter the initial division determined by Question A, B, or C above: 
Western 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COUR r, CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

CIVIL COVER SHEET 

VIII. VENLJE: 	 'Attic) "till 1,, Min 	Ow.) 	 111w.! I Iody I I mot., 

0...ithp' (till 11,111114 ,Iii.14 	I.11 11 	,11111 1 lir I 	n111.. 	..• 	 11•014•15 I,y tInt 	lol1 Ill yloli I "n11)1,11111 lii 	,,i,,',,l krot,,,,t1 

lItt•ii 	 mrt.,i; ,1",1111110111 

Question A: Was this case removed from 

state court? 

.14“. 	 I 	No 

If "no. • go to Imii•.tion It. if "ye,: hec Is the 

box lii l l.' 	litIrt1,t ....1111 1111-,, vitt, Ila• 

14/1 111)111 If) (W1%1.11111 

()L1(•%lio, 	 skip to 'Jr, troll IX 

Al t. CASE INA', PI NOIN6 IN I I IL t. (CLINIC ()I : 

I ir. Amp•Il“, 

Vc . ilina, '1,111141 B.111_411.1, or !,,111 	 (ilwoo 

( /fontii) 

110,01%1(10 or Siii 1101141/C111W 

INH IA! I 11VloN IN CACI) IS: 

Western 

1 astern 

   

Question B: 	Is the United States, or one of 

its agencies or employees, a party to this 

action? 

Yes 	j 	No 

If " 110, " (10 to (itio..hon ( . 	If "yes," check the 

box to tIte right that applies, enter the 

corresponding divisirm in response to 

()uestroir f t, below. ancl skip to Section IX. 

or employees, is a party, is it 

A DEFENDANT? 

Me. (beck the box below for the (oonly 	ri 

which the majonly of I'LAIWIF FS it.side. 

1 	Los Angeles 

INITIAL 

DIVISION IN 

CACD IS: 

II the United States, or one of its agenck ■ s 

A PLAINTIFF? 

hen (Iwck the box Iivlow 'or 11)t ,  county in 

whit I) the majority Of DEILNDAN IS reside. 

I 	Los Angeles 

I 	I 	
Ventura, Santa Barbara, of San Luis 

Obispo 

I 	Orange 

j 	I 	Riverside or San Bernardino 

1_1 	Other 

Western 

, 	Ventura. Santa Barbara, or San Luis 

I 	Obispo 

I 	Orar 

I 	Riverside or San Bernardino 

Other 

Western 

Southern 

Eastern 

Western 
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UNI !ID ST ATES DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL DIS I RICT OF CALIFORNIA 

CIVIL COVER SHEET 

IX(a). IDENTIC/NL CASES 	I 	 I i 411 tiioii loccio ;gr ./H.1,1y liir•ti ill this cotirt .11 11 	 .1. 'V111.11111,0. la I 
	

) 	 Yl `r 

1:4ci un ti1 psci 	Pt,ii/c) 

IX(b). RELATED CASES: I !ovi• Any 	herrn previously filed in this court liii ine railed to lire prosein ase ,  

.2 I 	r :V 011:8i1 as well as toe casos listed oil MO notice of irriated cases filed to 111;11:h:woo 

Civil cases ine deemed related if a previously filed case and the present case: 

(C 	k il. 000.', 	al;ply ■ 	
X I A Ail:c ill/11111w %awe or closely telated thin...actions. happeninus, or events, ot 

I x it C all toi determination of the saine til .,ubstarnially related (If 	 ( -11:aw ai(() 

C I ill othra ieasuns would entail substantial duplication r)I labor if bc-aid by different judges. or 

I x D involve the s.11110 patem, udder lark or topyiight, d,l(lOrie of the factors identified above in a, b ii t also is po,ent. 

X. SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY 
(OR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANT): DATE: January 30, 2014 

Notice to Counsel/Parties: I he CV 71 (JS 4 , 11Civil Cover Sheet and the information unstained herein neithef replace Ilar supplement the filing and service of pleadings or 
utile, papers as required by law. II is 101111, aM)101./NI by Om Judicial Conference of the United States iou St:pit:tither 1974, is tequiled poi..ua!st to Local Rule 3-1 is nut tiled 
brit USed by the C lerk of the C our t lot the poi pose of stitistics, venue and initiating the civil dockirt sheet. (FM Mole dot ii U n1%0110011%, 'oee sepalate instructiomr sheet). 

Key to Statist col codes t.l.ihinj to Soc il Se:uhty Cases: 

Nature of Suit Code Abbreviation 	 Substantive Statement of Cause of Action 

All claims for health insurance benefits (Medicale) under Title 1 8, Part A, of the Social Security Act, as amended. Also, 
include claims by hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, etc., for cet tification as movideis of services uncle: the program, 
142 tl.S.C. I935H(b)) 

All claims for "Black Lung" benefits under -Title rrl, Part II, of the l'edeial Coal Mine Ilealth and Safety Act of 1969. 130 U.S.C. 
973) 

All claims filed by insured workers for disability insurance benefits under !Me 7 of the Social Security Act, as amended; plus 
all claims filed for chAds insurance benefits based on disability. 142 U.S.C. 405 (lP) 

All claims filed for widows or widowers insurance benefits based on disability under I itle 2 of the Social Secudty Act, as 
amended. (42 U.S.C. 405 (g)) 

All claims for supplemental security income payments based upon disabllity filed under I Me 16 of the Social Security Act, as 
amended. 

All claims for retirement (old age) and survivors benefits under Title 2 of the Social Security Act, as amended. 
(42 U.S.C. 405 19)) 

861 	 HIA 

867 	 fL 

863 	 DIWC 

863 	 DIWW 

864 	 SSID 

865 	 RSI 

CV-71 (11/13) 
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