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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

GsVI4 — 0 7 60 
ORIGINAL COMPLAINT FOR 
PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

Courtroom: 
Judge: 
Magistrate Judge: 
Complaint Filed: 
Trial Date: 

Plaintiff GUARDIAN MEDIA TECHNOLOGIES, LTD. files this 

Complaint aaainst the above-named Defendant, based on its own knowledge as to 

itself and its own actions, and based on information and belief as to all other 

matters, as follows: 

PARTIES 

I. 	Guardian Media Technologies, Ltd. ("Guardian") is a Texas limited 

partnership. Guardian has its principal place of business in Longview, TX. 
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1 !poll information and belief, Iktendant Target Corp. ("Target - ) is a 

corporation Organized and eNisting under the laws of the State ol• Minnesota with 

its principal place of business located at 1000 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis, MN. 

•URISDICTION AND VENUE  

3. '1 his is an action Ibr in fringenlent ()la United States patent arising 

under 35 11.5.C. §§ 271, 281, and 1 84-285, among others. This Court has subject 

matter .jurisdiction of the action under 28 U.S.C. §1331 and §1338(a). 

4. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 and 

1400(4 11pon information and belief, Defendant has transacted business in 

this district, and has committed and/or induced acts of patent infringement in this 

district. 

5. Upon information and belief', Defendant is subject to this Court's 

specific and general personal jurisdiction pursuant to due process and/or the 

California Long Arm Statute, due at least to Defendant's substantial business in 

this forum, including: (i) at least a portion of the infringements alleged herein; and 

(ii) regularly doing or soliciting business, engaging in other persistent courses of 

conduct, and/or deriving substantial revenue from goods and services provided to 

individuals in California and in this district. 

COUNT I  

INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 4,930,158  

6. On May 29, 1990, United States Patent No. 4,930,158 ("the '158 

patent") was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office for an invention entitled "Selective Video Playing System." A true and 

correct copy of the '158 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

7. On November 4, 2008, the United States Patent, and Trademark Office 

issued a Reexamination Certificate for the '158 patent, which confirmed the 

patentability of Claims 8-11 and 19-22 of the '158 patent. A true and correct copy 

of this Reexamination Certificate is attached hereto as Exhibit B. 
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8. Inardian is lhe (miler 01 the '1:8 patent with all substantive rights in 

iiitI to that patent. includiw ,  the sole and exclusive •ight to prosecute this action 

and enforce the '158 Ntent against inli . ingers, and to collect damages for all 

relevant times. The 'Isi8 patent is expired. 

9. As it pertains to this lawsuit, the '158 patent generally relates to 

parental control features contained in DVD players and televisions offered for sale 

by Defendant that allow owners of the plzwers to restrict the types of video viewed 

by others. 

10. Upon information and belief, prior to the expiration of the '158 patent, 

Defendant directly or through intermediaries, made, had made, installed, used, 

imported, provided, supplied, distributed, sold, and/or offered for sale televisions, 

DVD players, and/or other products that infringed or, when used, infringed one or 

more claims of the '158 patent. 

11. The albrementioned accused products were made by or for one or 

more of the following companies, or were sold under one or more of the following 

brands, as applicable: Accurian; Akai; Apex Digital; Averatec; Axess; Axion; 

Curtis; Cyberhome; Dual; Durabrand; Dynex; Envision; GPX/Digital Products 

International; Hannspree; Insignia; Konka Group Co., Ltd.; Loewe; Mintek; Naxa; 

Sceptre; Soy(); Sungale; Supersonic; Sylvania; The Rotel Co., Ltd.; Trutech; 

Venturer; Zenith; Ziamen Overseas Chinese Electronic Company ( . "Xoceco"). 

12. Guardian has been damaged as a result of the infringing conduct by 

Defendant alleged above and, thus, Defendant is liable to Guardian in an amount 

that adequately compensates it for their infringements, which, by law, cannot be 

less than a reasonable royalty, together with interest and costs as fixed by this 

Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284. 

13. Guardian and/or its predecessors-in-interest have satisfied all 

obligations set forth in 35 U.S.C. § 287 required to collect damages for the full 

period allowed by law according to 35 U.S.C. § 286. 
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COUNT II  

INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 4,930,160  

14 	( )11 May 29, 1990, linked States Patent No. 4,930,160 ( - the '160 

patent - ) was duly and legally issued by the United States Patent and Trademark 

Office l'or an invention entitled -Automatic Censorship of Video Programs." A 

tnie and correct copy of the '160 patent is attached hereto as Ixhibit C. 

15. On April 7, 2009, the I inited States Patent and Trademark Office 

issued a Reexamination Certificate for the '160 patent, which confirmed the 

patentability of' Claims 3, 6, 7. 16, 19, and 20 of the '160 Patent. A true and 

correct copy of this Reexamination Certificate is attached hereto as Exhibit D. 

16. Guardian is the owner of the '160 patent with all substantive rights in 

and to that patent, including the sole and exclusive right to prosecute this action 

and enforce the '160 patent against infringers, and to collect damages for all 

relevant times. The '160 patent is expired. 

17. As it pertains to this lawsuit, the '160 patent generally relates to 

parental control features contained in DVD players and televisions offered thr sale 

by Defendant that allow owners of such devices to restrict viewing of certain 

movies and other video content based on the particular program's rating. See 47 

C.F.R. 15.120. 

18. Upon information and belief, prior to the expiration of the '160 patent, 

Defendant directly or through intermediaries, made, had made, installed, used, 

imported, provided, supplied, distributed, sold, and/or offered for sale televisions, 

DVD players, and/or other products that infringed or, when used, infringed one or 

more claims of the '160 patent. 

19. The aforementioned accused products were made by or for one Or 

more of the following companies, or were sold under one or more of the following 

brands, as applicable: Accurian; Akai; Apex Digital; Averatec; Axess; Axion; 

Curtis; Cyberhome; Dual; Durabrand; Dynex; Envision; GPX/Digitai Products 
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1 eriL jot la 	I 	Ispree: I 	K 	1::1 i 	p Co., I .1(1.:1.0e\‘e: 	Naxa: 

Sceptre; Soy(); Sungale; Supersonic; SN 	 Rotcl ( '0., I .td.; Trutech; 

Venturer; /enith; /iamen Overseas Chinese [lectronic ( 'ompany ("Xoceco"). 

20. 	Guardian has been damaged as a result of the infringing conduct by 

1)efendant alleged above and, thus. Defendant is liable to (Itiardian in an amount 

that adequately compensates it for their infringements, which, by law, cannot be 

less than a reasonable royalty, together with interest and costs as fixed by this 

Court under 35 U.S.C. § 1 84. 

-) 1 	Guardian and/or its predecessors-in-interest have satisfied all 

obligations set forth in 35 U.S.C. § 287 required to collect damages for the lull 

period allowed by law according to 35 U.S.C. § 286. 

TOLLING AGREEMENT 

On July 14, 2009, Defendant and Guardian entered into a Tolling 

Agreement that postponed the resolution of Guardian's claims against Defendant. 

1 3. 	The Tolling Agreement provides that the relevant period for damages 

in a subsequent suit would be calculated based on the original suit's filing date 

(i.e., December 22, 7 008). 

JURY DEMAND  

Guardian hereby requests a trial by jury pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal 

Rules of Civil Procedure of any issues so triable by right. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

- Guardian requests that theCourt find in its favor and against Defendant, and 

that the Court grant Guardian the following relief: 

a. 	Judgment that one or more claims of United States Patent No. 

4 930,158 and/or 4,930,160 have been infringed, either literally and/or under the 

doctrine of equivalents, by Defendant; 
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I). 	 tha t Defendant tICCOH I 11 1 ‘01:111(I 1):1\• l() 	 all dallItIt2.e5 

10 and COsts 	 b\ 	 because of Defendant's infring,ing actk ities and 

other conduct complained of herein; 

c. That Guardian he granted prejudgment and post-jukment interest on 

the damages caused by Defendant's infinging activities and other conduct 

complained of herein; 

d. That this Court declare this an exceptional case and award Guardian 

its reasonable attorney's lees and costs in accordance with 35 t J.S.C. § 285; and 

e. That Guardian be granted such other and further relief as the Court 

may deem .just and proper under the circumstances. 

KLINEDINST PC 

DATI.:D: January 30. 2014 	 :13V: 

GUARDIAN MEDIA 
Attorneys tor PlaintifT 
Daniel S. Agle 
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United States Patent ( 19 1 	[I 11 Patent Number: 	4,930,158 

Vogel 
	

[451 Date of Patent: 	May 29, 1990 

[54) SELECTIVE VIDEO PLAYING SYSTEM 

[76] Inventor: 	Peter S. Vogel, 28 Adeline St., 
Faulconbridge, NSW 2776, Australia 

[21) Appl. No.: 237,175 

[22) Filed: 	Aug. 29, 1988 

[30) 	Foreign Application Priority Dutra 

Sep. 2, 1987 [AU) Australia 	  P14107 

[51] Int. CV 	  II04N 7/16 
[52) U.S. CI 	  380/5; 380/20; 

380/23; 358/349 
[58] Field of Search 	  380/3, 5; 358/349; 

340/825.31, 825.34 

[56) 	 References Cited 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

4,225,884 9/1980 Block et nl. 	  380/20 
4,528,588 7/1985 ILdtberg 	  358/349 
4,595,950 6/1986 Lofberg 	  380/5 
4,00,857 6/1987 Backman 	  380/5 X  

OTHER PUBLICATIONS 

Rae Atkey, "How You Can Censor Your Child's TV 
Viewing", The News Editorial (Adelaide) 8/25/1986. 

Primary EAaminer—Stcplien C. Uuczinski 
Assistant Examiner—Bernarr Earl Gregory 

[57) 	 A BST R ACT 

A classification code, recorded repeatedly along with 
program material, is recovered on playing a video re-
cording, and used to inhibit replay if the recovered code 
matches any of a set of codes specified by the user. The 
codes which cause replay to be inhibited can be set by 
the user after entering a personal identity number. The 
user can optionally request that a code be recorded 
when recording a program. Signals are optionally pro-
vided so that an auxiliary device, such as a second video 
player, can be controlled in response to codes recov-
ered. One application is to prevent children viewing 
certain video recordings without parental permission. 

22 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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purism), causing the replay of the program to he sus-

pended or terminated. 
According to a second aspect of this inventive con-

cept, apparatus for playing a video recording is pro-

vided, comprising video recording replay means, classi-

fication code detector means, a comparator equipped to 
compare the recovered classification code to a set of 

user-selected classifications, and a controller capable of 
causing suspension or termination of replay on detec-
tion at the output of the comparator a signal indicating 

equality between the recovered classification code and 
a set of user-selected classifications. 

Some embodiments of this invention also include an 
arrangement for enabling access to selection of class& 

15  cations which arc to cause suspeasion or termination of 
replay only after entering a security code, or personal 
identification number (PIN), by the user. 

In the case of commercially pre-recorded video 
tapes, the classification code is recorded before distribu-
tion to the consumer, for example by the publisher or 
duplicator of the recordings. In cases where it is desired 
to control viewing of material recorded privately, for 
example off-air or by camcra, recording means for com-
bining a classification code with the recorded proeram 
can be provided as well. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

An embodiment of the present invention will now bc 

30 
described, by way of example only, with reference to 
the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of an cmbodi-
ment of the invention which includes means for option-
ally recording classification and program; 

35 	FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of t he operational loop 
of the programme executed by the microcomputer of 
this embodiment; 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the software used 
for selecting which classifications cause suspension or 
termination of playing; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the software used 
for overriding the suspension or termination function; 
and 

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of the software 
used for control of auxiliary devices. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

As seen in FIG. 1 this embodiment of the invention 
comprises the conventional components of a video 
recorder/player (commonly known as VCR), including 
record signal processor 2, replay signal processor 4, 
transport controller 9 and storage medium 3, which is 
typically a video cassette, but may also be a video disk 
or any other suitable storage medium. 

55 	The operation of this embodiment relies on the pres- 
ence of a program classification code within the video 
signal. This can be provided in a number of well known 
ways which ensure that the presence of such codes do 
not interfere with the normal viewing of video pro-
grams. The method used in this embodiment is encoding 
of a digital word in the form of black and white transi-
tions located on line 16 of the video signal. This position 
is chosen so as to be invisible on the CRT display. The 

technology for this form of signalling is well known, 
being commonly used for data broadcasting services 
such as Teletext. 

For the purpose of recording a program and inserting 
a classification code for later use by the invention, clas- 

SELECTIVE VIDEO PLAYING SYSTEM 

FIELD OF TIIE INVENTION 

the present invention relates to methods of, and 
apparatus for, controlling the playing of video pro-
grams recorded on tape or other storage medium. The 
term video program also includes an accompanying 
audio signal if any. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

With the ready availability of video tape recordings 
and domestic equipment upon which they can be 
played, there is a need to restric access of certain groups 
of people to certain classes of program. For example it 
might be desired to prevent children viewing certain 
classes of material, for example pornographic or violent 
movies. Traditionally, such security needs have been 
addressed by physically preventing unauthorized per-
sons from having access to restricted recordings. This 
mcthod is becoming less practical as the availability of 
both videotapes and machines to play them increases. 
For example. parents who wish to have pornographic 
videotapes in the home, for adult viewing only, risks a 
child finding the tape and playing it in the parent' ab-
sence. 

It is therefore desirable to provide means whereby 
display of preselected classifications of program mate-
rial can be viewed only by authorized persons. 

Arrangements for making video pragrams available 
to only authorised viewers have long been used in the 
context of subscription television services and the like. 
These schemes commonly use a form of scrambling to 
make the signal unintelligible except to authorized per-
sons in possesion of appropriate un-scrambling means. 
While it would be possible to apply similar techniques 
to video programs, for example scrambling porno-
graphic movies, this would have the undesired conse-
quence of rendering these tapes unusable to all persons 
who do not have special replay means. For many pur- 40 
poses, such as the domestic situation cited above, it is 
desirable that in the default condition, that is when 
using standard equipment, the tape plays normally. This 
means that a specially equipped tape player is only 
required if it is desired to take advantage of the re- 45 
stricted viewing capability. 

Prior-art video security means have also been di-
rected to providing control of viewer access by the 
party from whom the program originates. This is not 
always satisfactory, for example in the case of parental 50 
control of children's viewing, it is desirable that the 
parent, rather than the publisher or supplier of the video 
tape, be able to select whether a given tape will be 
viewable or not. 

20 

25 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to providing novel 
and improved means and method of controlling the 
playing of video recordings whereby authorised per-
sons can select which classifications of material can be 60 
viewed. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided a video recording playing method 
comprising the steps of replaying a video program, 
recovering from the replayed signal a classification 65 
code accompanying the recording, comparing the re-
covered classification signal to a set of user-selected 
classifications, and depending on the result of this COM- 
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sification code inserter 12 inserts a code, dictated by 
microcomputer 6, into line 16 of the video signal as it is 

recorded. 
Classification detector 5 extracts line 16 from the 

replay signal, and presents the code found therein to an 5 
input of microcomputer 6. 

Microcomputer 6 is self-contained "single chip com-
puter" including RAM, ROM, 10 ports, CPU and NV 
(non-volatile) memory. Microcomputer 6 may also per-
form many other functions required by the VCR, in to 
addition to those specific to this invention. One of the 
output ports of microcomputer 6 controls transport 
controller 9. Other ports read data from keyboard 7 and 
send data to display 8. 

Keyboard 7 is a press-button key array, which con- 15 
tains keys for control of all the usual VCR functions, as 
well as special keys used by this invention. The special 
keys include a SET CLASSIFICATION key, used for 
entering the classifications of undesired material, and an 
OVERRIDE key, used to disable the selective playing 20 
function and play a recording irrespective of classifica-
tion. The channel selection keys commonly found on 
VCRs are used in this embodiment to serve the double 
purpose of allowing the user to enter a PIN (personal 
identity number). Similarly, the other keys of the VCR 15 

can serve double functions if desired. 
Display 8 is used to signal the user as required. In this 

embodiment it comprises an eight character liquid crys-
tal display. In other embodiments other forms of display 
can be used, including single LEDs or a video character 30 
generator which causes characters to be superimposed 
on the CRT display. 

The selective viewing function of the invention is 
performed by the arrangement of FIG. 1 executing the 
program described schematically in FIG. 2 while a 35 
recordings is being played. 

Referring now to FIG. 2, the program starts by scan-
ning the keyboard to test for a key depression. If no key 
is pressed, the classification code, arriving from classifi-
cation detector 5, is read, and an address is generated as 40 

a function of the code. A table is stored in the memory 
of microcomputer 6, the address of each data bit of the 
table corresponding to a unique classification code, and 
the state of each bit so addressed indicating the classifi-
cation status, namely ENABLED or DISABLED. A 45 
set bit indicates DISABLED, while a clear bit indicates 
ENABLED. Having generated an address from the 
received code, microcomputer 6 then applies this ad-
dress to the table, and tests the corresponding data bit. 
If the bit is set, microcomputer 6 signals transport con- 50 
troller 9 to stop replay. If the bit is clear, playing contin-
ues uninterrupted. This procedure is repeated as a loop 
at high speed, so that playing is quickly terminated on 
receipt of a classification code corresponding to unde-
sired program content. 55 

In order to allow authorised users to select whether a 
given classification code is to be enabled or disabled, the 
program of FIG. 2 also continually scans the keyboard, 
testing for depression of the SET CLASSIFICATION 
key. If this key is pressed, the SET CLASSIFICA- 60 

TION routine is performed, according to FIG. 3. 
Referring now to FIG. 3; when the SET CLASSIFI-

CATION key has been pressed, microcomputer 6 first 
requests, via display 8, that the user enter a PIN (per-
sonal identity number). A number is then input, in this 65 
embodiment three digits being used for security, and 
compared to the PIN stored in the NV memory of 
microcomputer 6. If the number does not match, the  

4 
request is repeated. If the number does match. the first 
classification group number is displayed, and the user is 
requested to enter enable or disable, using two desig-
nated keys of keyboard 7. If enable is entered, the first 
hit of the code array is cleared. If disable is entered, the 
bit is set. A test is then performed to see whether the 
whole array has been programed. If it has, control is 
returned to the operational loop, it' not, the next array 
element is addressed, and the input cycle repeated for 
the next classification code. 

In this embodiment the array comprises three hits, 
corresponding to the classifications: 

1. Violent 
2. Sexually explicit 
3. Adult only 
The coding scheme of this embodiment uses an eight 

bit word, so that up to 256 classifications can be sup-
ported. The 253 unused bits of the array are cleared, so 
that all classifications other than the three listed above 
are always playable. If desired, this range of classifica-
tions can be extended greatly, by increasing the size of 
the memory array. 

When an authorised person, for example a parent. 
desires to watch a program of disabled classification, it 
may be inconvenient to re-define the classifications 
enabled. For convenience, this embodiment provides an 
override function, which is invoked by pressing the 
OVERRIDE key of keyboard 7. Depression of this key 
is detected by the test in the operational loop of FIG. 2, 
and results in the execution of the override routine of 
FIG. 4. 

Referring to FIG. 4, on entry to the override routine. 
the PIN is requested from the user. If the PIN does not 
match the number stored in NV memory, the routine 
terminates. If the correct PIN has been entered, replay 
is started, and the program continues looping until the 
STOP key is pressed, with the result that replay contin-
ues until the STOP key is pressed, irrespective of classi-
fication. 

The operation so far described assumes that the tape 
being played has been processed so that a classification 
code is included in the video signal. This is applicable, 
for example, to pre-recorded tapes which are available 
for rental, and which have been provided with suitable 
codes by the supplier. This will also occur if the broad-
caster of a program being recorded off-air has included 
a suitable code in the transmission. In cases where a 
recording is made of a program which does not contain 
the code, it is possible, using this embodiment, to in-
clude a code in the recording, for subsequent use in 
restricting viewing. 

One way this can be achieved is by entering a code, 
using keyboard 7, prior to or during recording. Mi-
crocomputer 6 sends the input code to classification 
code inserter 12, where the code is combined with the 
video signal being recorded. This mode is useful if, for 
example, a pornographic movie is being recorded off-air 
by a parent who desires that the children of the house-
hold will not be able to replay it. 

Another way codes can be recorded is to receive 
them from a remote source, such as a station where 
broadcast programs are being monitored and appropri-
ate classifications are being transmitted, In this case, the 
classification code arriving at classification code input 
14 is received by classification receiver 13, which pres-
ents the received classification to an input of microcom-
puter 6. Microcomputer 6 then instructs classification 
inseter 12 to insert the current code into the recorded 
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signal. An application of this technique is to record 
programs and classifications in cases where classilica-
lions might change from time to time, or where the 
person operating the VCR is not present during the 
whole recording and is therefore not able to enter cinci- 5 

fications manually. 
The selective playing function described above is 

directed to simply terminating replay of a tape which is 
of a prohibited classification. This is a desirable capabil-
ity if, for example, the objetive is to prevent children In 
watching pornographic tapes. A further capability of 
the invention, directed to providing means for replacing 
unwanted program with programme from another 
source, will now bt described. 

Referring again to FIG. 1, microcomputer 6 is pro- 15 
vided with auxiliary output 11 and auxiliary input 12, 
which are used under control of the programs shown 
schematically in FIG. 5 to provide substitution of alter-
native programme on detection of prescribed codes. 

Referring now also to FIG. 5, on entry to the auxil- 20 
iary control program, microcomputer 6 starts playing. 
The detected classification code, recovered from the 
recording, is then read, and unless the code is a code 
designated as "REPLACE", the process is repeated 
until the STOP key is pressed. If a REPLACE code is 25 
detected, a signal is sent to auxiliary output 11. On 
receipt of this signal, an auxiliary device, such as an-
other VCR, responds by playing another recording, and 
an auxiliary switching device selects the substitute ma-
terial to be displayed instead of the signal from replay 30 
signal output 10. Microcomputer 6 continues reading 
replayed codes from classification detector 5 until the 
REPLACE code is no longer detected, at which time 
microcomputer 6 suspends replay by issuing a suitable 
command to transport controller 9. The main program 35 
tape is now positioned beyond the material to be re-
placed and ready to resume playing the desired pro-
gram. When the auxiliary device has finished replaying 
the substitute program, it sends a signal to auxiliary 
input 12, which is received by microcomputer 6 which 40 
causes replay of the first program to resume. In some 
cases it may be desirable to advance quickly through 
unwanted program carrying the REPLACE code, for 
example using the fast-forward or picture-search capa-
bilities of the transport mechanism. An application of 45 
this substitution capability of this embodiment is replac-
ing advertisements within a recorded program with 
alternative advertisements or information. In this case, 
the auxiliary device can be a VCR which plays a re-
cording comprising a number of advertisements or mes- 50 
sages, each of which is longer in duration than the mate-
rial to be replaced, ensuring that the main program into 
which the alternative material is to be inserted resumes 
without interruption on receipt of the auxiliary input 
signal at the conclusion of the inserted segment. The 55 
main program can consist of a number of segments 
separated by advertisements to be substituted, carrying 
REPLACE code, or by short breaks of, say, black pro-
gram carrying REPLACE code. 

The foregoing describes only some embodiments of 60 
the invention and modifications, obvious to those skilled 
in the art, can be made without departing from the 
scope of the present invention. 

For example, in cases where one of several available 
channels of broadcast program is being recorded prior 65 
to subsequent replay, and classification codes are being 
received from a reinote source for combining With the 
program, it is desirable that each classification code  

6 
received Ile identified as relating to a particular channel, 
and only the code :elating to the channel being re-
corded he combined with the recorded signal. This 
feature is easily added to the embodiments described, 
especially in cases where the keyboard and microcom-
puter of the invention arc also used to control the chan-
nel selection functions of the television receiver. 

Whereas the embodiment of the invention described 
above relies upon signals encoded into the video portion 
of the video program, the invention can also be effec• 
tively implemented using signals embedded into the 
audio portion of the program using any of the available 
well-known techniques which do not interfere with 
normal sound reception. 

Whereas the embodiment described above uses con-
trol of the tape transport mechanism to inhibit playing, 
the invention can also he realised using other means of 
suppressing replay, tor example, disabling the output 
signal without stopping tape motion. 

The invention is also not limited to application with 
tape as the recording medium, being equally suited to 
use with video disk or any other video storage tech-
nique. 

The classification code used by this invention can also 
he used to provide other useful additional functions. 
such as displaying the title of the program being played, 
locating a particular program on a videotape, or gather-
ing data for audience research purposes. 

What I claim is: 
1. A video recording playing method comprising the 

steps of: 
receiving, from a video storage medium, signals rep-

resentative of a video program, 
processing said signals to produce video signals of a 

form suitable for display, 
detecting a classification code within the signals re-

ceived from the storage medium, said detected 
code being indicative of a class of program being 
played, 

inputting from the user a security code number, com-
paring the number input to a stored number and, if 
he numbers are equal, enabling selection of a set of 

classification codes which cause at least one of 
suspension or termination of playing, 

comparing the detected code to said set of classifica-
tion codes, and 

selectively playing the video program according to 
the result of the comparison. 

2. A video recording playing method according to 
claim 1 wherein a classification code has been previ-
ously transmitted along with a video program being 
broadcast, said program and code being stored on a 
storage medium which is subsequently replayed. 

3. A video recording playing method according to 
claim 1, wherein the classification code forms part of 
the signal recorded on a video recording which is one of 
a number of duplicate recordings made available for 
acquisition by the public. 

4. A video recording playing method according to 
claim 1, comprising the further steps of inputting from 
the user a code to be recorded along with a video pro-
gram being recorded, inserting said code into the signal 
being recorded, recording the combined signals on a 
video storage medium, and replaying the recorded sig-
nal. 

5. A video recording playing method according to 
claim 1, comprising the further steps of receiving a 
video program from a first source, receiving a classifica- 
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non code from a second source, combining said code 
with said program, recording the combined signals on a 
video storage medium, and replayMg the recorded sig-

nal. 
6. A video recording playing method according to 5 

claim 1 and including the further step of transmitting to 

an auxiliary device a signal indicating the classification 
of program being replayed. 

7. A video recording playing method comprising the 
steps ot 

receiving, from a video storage medium, signals rep-
resentative of a video program, 

processing said signals to produce video signals of a 
form suitable for display, 

detecting a classification code within the signals re-
ceived from the storage medium, said code being 
indicative of a class of program being played. 

comparing the detected code to a set of selected 
codes, 

selectively playing the video program according to 
the result of the comparison, and 

transmitting to an auxiliary device a signal indicating 
the classification of program being replayed. 

8. A video recording playing method comprising the 
steps of 

receiving from a video storage medium signals repre-
sentative of a video program, 

processing said signals to produce video signals of a 
form suitable for display, 

detecting a code within the signal received from the 
storage medium, 

comparing the detected code to a set of selected 
codes, and, according to a predetermined result of 
the comparison: 

sending a signal to an auxiliary device, 
causing playing of the video program to be sus-

pended, 
waiting until a resumption signal is received, and 

resuming replay of the suspended program after 
receiving the resumption signal. 

9. A method as in claim 8 comprising the further steps 
of inputting, from the user, a security code number. 
comparing the number input to a stored number, and if 
the numbers are equal, enabling selection of said set of 
selected codes. 

10. A method as in claim 8 wherein said predeter-
mined result of the comparison is one indicative of ma-
terial substitution, 

and further comprising the step of receiving and play-
ing substitute program material from the auxiliary 
device until the resumption signal is received. 

11. A method as in claim 10 further comprising the 
step of, during said predetermined comparison result 
and until said resumption signal is received, advancing 
playing the material using a fast forward function. 

12. A video recording player which displays video on 
a video display means, comprising: 

means for receiving, from a video storage medium, 
signals representative of a video program, 

processing means for converting said signals into 
video signals of a form suitable for application to 
the video display means, 

means for detecting a classification code within the 
signal received by the receiving means, said code 65 
being indicative of a class of program being played, 

input means for accepting from the user a security 
code number; 

8 
enabling means for enabling selection of a set of elas-

sification codes which cause suspension or tel 1111113- 

tion of playing, said enabling means enabling said 
selection only if the security code number input is 
the same as a stored security code number, 

means for comparing the detected code to said set of 

classification codes, and 
controller means for selectively playing (he video 

program according to a result of the commit ison. 
13. A video recording player according to claim 12 

including means for recording a video program trans-
mitted from a remote location, said video program con-
taiMng within the signal a classification code. 

14. A video recording player according to claim 12. 
wherein the classification code forms part of the signal 
recorded on a video recording which is one of a number 
of duplicate recordings made available for acquisition 
by the public. 

15. A video recording player according to claim 12, 
including means for inputting a code from the user. 
mcans for receiving video program from a remote 
source, means for combining said input code with said 
received program, and means for recording the com-
bined signals on a video storage medium. 

16. A video recording player according to claim 12. 
including means for receiving a video program from a 
first source, means for receiving a classification code 
from a second source, means for combining said code 
with said program, and means for recording the com-
bined signals on a video storage medium. 

17. A video recording player according to claim 12, 
including means for transmitting to an auxiliary device 
a signal indicating the classification of program being 
replayed. 

18. A video recording player which displays video on 
a video display means, comprising: 

means for receiving, from a video storage medium, 
signals representative of a video program, 

processing means for converting said signals into 
video signals of a form suitable for application to 
the video display means, 

means for detecting a classification code within the 
signal received by the receiving means, said code 
being indicative of a class of program being played, 

means for comparing the detected code to a set of 
selected codes, and 

controller means for selectively playing the video 
program according to a result of the comparison, 
and 

means for transmitting to an auxiliary device a signal 
indicating the classification of program being 
played. 

19. A video recording player comprising: 
means for receiving, from a video storage medium, 

signals representative of a video program, 
processing means for forming video signals of a form 

suitable for application to a video display means 
from said signals, 

means for detecting a code within the signal received 
by the receiving means, 

means for comparing the detected code to a set of 
selected codes, and 

controller means for, according to the result of the 
comparison, sending a signal to an auxiliary device, 
to cause playing of the video program to be sus-
pended, and responsive to a resumption signal to 
resume playing of the suspended program when 
the resumption signal is received. 
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20. A player as in claim 19 further comprising input- 	:old further comprising means for receiving and play- 

	

tmg means for inputting, from the user, a security vode 	mg substitute program material from the ;insiltary 
number, and 	 device until the tesumption signal is received. 

	

means for comparing the number input to a stored 	22. A method as in claim 21 further comprising fast 
number, and if the numbers are equal. enabling 5 forward means for, during said predetermined compari- 
selection of said set of selected codes, 	 son result and until said resumption signal is received, 

21. A player as in claim 19 wherein said predeter- 	advancing playing the material using a fast forward 

	

mined result of the comparison is one indicative of ma- 	function. 
terial substitution. 
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[57] 	 ABSTRACT 

A video program is received from a broadcast or video 
recording and displayed for viewing. On receipt of a 
prescribed classification code or group of codes display 
is switched to an alternative source. The classification 
code can be encoded into the broadcast or tape being 
viewed, or can originate from a separate source. The 
alternative material displayed can be another broadcast, 
a local rccording, a locally-generated pattern, or other 
material. The codes which cause the display to be 
switched to the alternative source can be set by the user 
after entering a personal identity number. 

26 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets 
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 	15 

The need for censorship of video material is generally 
accepted hy most societies, for the purposes of prevent-
ing the viewing of material by persons other than the 
target audience. Usually, such censorship takes the form 
of limiting access of a certain group of people, for exam-
ple children, to a certain class of material, for example 
pornographic or violent movies. Other uses of censor-
ship include voluntary self-censorship in cases where a 
recipient of a program does not wish to he exposed to 
certain types oLprogram, for example scenes of great 
violence, advertisements which may be considered of-
fensive, or non-program material which interrupts mov-
ies, drama or sports broadcasts. 

Being the most widely accessible form of broadcast-
ing, television is the medium with which the problem of 
censorship is experienced most. Traditionally, censor-
ship of television takes the form of either preventing 
possibly offensive material from being broadcast in the 
first place, or voluntary self-censorship, that is, switch-
ing off the receiver when material which the viewer 
does not wish to experience is being broadcast. Another 
form of self-censorship, which has gained popularity 
since the introduction of remote controls for television 
sets is the phenomenon known as "zapping". Zapping 
involves eliminating unwanted material by muting the 40 
receiver or changing channels for the duration of the 
unwanted segment. While such self-censorship offers 
the benefit that all classes of material remain available to 
those who do not find them objectionable. it suffers 
from the inconvenience of having to anticipate the na- 45 
ture of broadcasts and operate the receiver appropri-
ately. This process is tedious and error-prone, especially 
where the viewer wishes to suppress program material 
which changes rapidly in nature, for example when the 
viewer desires to suppress commercial messages within 50 
an otherwise unobjectionable program. Manual censor-
ship is therefore not an entirely satisfactory solution. 

It is therefore desirable to provide means whereby 
display of preselected classifications of program mate-
rial can be automatically suppressed. 55 

Arrangements for automatic censorship have been 
previously published, but suffer from a number of seri-
ous shortcomings. The main difficulty is that automatic 
means for discrimination of different program classifica-
tions, for example detection of television commercials, 60 
have been complex and unreliable. One technique has 
been to detect television commercials by the short per-
iod of black picture and silence separating them from 
other program material. A typical commercial-deleter 
of this type is described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,319,286. This 65 
system and others like it suffer from the problem that 
erroneous operation occurs if there is a brief period of 
black and silence in a broadcast at a time other than at 

20 

30 

35 

1 

AUTOMATIC CENSORSHIP 01: VIDEO 
PROGRAMS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to methods of, and 
apparattis for, automatic censorship of video programs. 
.fhe term video program used hereinafter refers to tele-
vision programs broadcast free-to-air or by cable or by 

satellite, and other forms of mass distribution of video 
programs, including distribution by video tape or other 
media. The term also includes an accompanying audio 
signal if any.  

160 
2 

the beginning of a commercial break, or if there is no 

separation between commercials and other program 

tnaterial. Furthermore, such systems are unable to dis-
tinguish between resumption of desired program and 

further conunercials at the conclusion of a commercial. 
Resumption of viewing or recording Mils( therefore be 

controlled by some form of timing device, based on 

assumptions regarding the length or commercial breaks 
If these assumptions are not correct, the system will fail 
in its function. 

A much improved censorship means is described in 
U.S. Pat. No. 4,520,404. This system relies on a human 

operator to classify broadcasts, based on observation at 
a monitoring station. A suitably coded message is dis-
tributed from the monitoring station to the viewer's 
home, at which point a suitably-equipped decoder con-
trols the television receiver or video recorder in accor-
dance with the classification data generated by the 
human operator at the monitoring station. Although 
this invention significantly improves upon the reliability 
of previous methods, it nevertheless suffers significant 
limitations. One limitation is the difficulty of accurately 
predicting at the monitoring station when a change of 

as 
program is going to occur, making the system some-
what error prone. Another limitation is that when the 
system is used under the control of one party to control 
die viewing of another party, for example used by par-
ents to limit viewing by children, it is necessary to pro-
vide control means by which the class of program to be 
censored can be selected, and it is therefore possible for 
the other party to use these controls to disable the cen-
sorship. thereby defeating the function of the system. 
Yet another limitation is that during the period that 
unwanted material is being censored, the receiver is 
simply disabled. The viewer is therefore periodically 
presented with a blank screen and/or silence, which 
may have the undesirable effect of causing alarm when 
program suddenly resumes, or may be mistaken for a 
receiver malfunction. 

The prior art methods are also deficient in that they 
do not provide means whereby an authorized person 
can selectively disable viewing of certain classifications 
of pre-recorded video programs. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is directed to providing novel 
and improved means and method of receiving video 
programs whereby the censorship function is provided 
automatically, substantially resolving the abovemen-
tioned shortcomings of the prior art as well as providing 
other benefits. 

According to a first aspect of the present invention. 
there is provided a video program receiving method 
capable of automatically censoring video programs 
comprising the steps of receiving a video program, with 
accompanying audio if any, receiving a classification 
signal indicative of the content of the program being 
received, decoding the classification signal and, accord-
ing to functions selected by the user, causing the re-
ceiver to direct to its output alternative program mate-
rial for the duration of program of selected classifica-
tion. 

According to a second aspect of this inventive con-
cept, apparatus for receiving and automatically censor-

ing video program is also provided, and comprises a 
video program receiver, a classification signal receiver. 
a controller equipped to decode said received signal and 
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to control switching means which, according to func-
tions selected by the user at the receiving station, cause 
the receiver to direct to its output alternaUve program 
material for the duration of program of selected classifi-
cation. 5 

The term "receiver" used herein is defined in the 
broad sense of apparatus for converting television sig-
nals (and their associated sound signals) into visual and 
audible signals, or apparatus for converting modulated 
carrier signals into video and/or audio signals suitable 10 
for display by video monitors or audition via amplifiers 
and loudspeakers. For example, the term receiver in-
cludes off-air domestic television sets, as well as appara-
tus known commonly as a "video monitor". The term 
"receive" is used in the broad sense of accepting signal 15 
from any signal conveyance means, for example, from 
an antenna, cable, optical fiber, magnetic tape, or opti-
cal disk. 

Some embodiments of this invention also include an 
arrangement for enabling access to selection of classili- 20 
cations to be censored only upon entering of a security 
code, or personal identification number (PIN), by the 
L1SCr. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 25 

Some embodiments of the present invention will now 
be described, by way of example only, with reference to 
the drawings in which: 

FIG. 1 is a schematic block diagram of a first embodi-
ment of the invention in which the program classifica- 30 
tion is encoded into the vertical interval of the video 
signal; 

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of the operational loop 
of the program executed by the microcomputer of the 
first embodiment; 35 

FIG. 3 is a schematic diagram of the software used in 
either embodiment for setting classifications; 

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram of the software used in 
either embodiment' for overriding the censorship func-
tion; and 40 

FIG. 5 is a schematic block diagram of a second 
embodiment of the invention in which the program 
classification is received by the invention from a trans-
mission source other than the program to be censored. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 
	 45 

As seen in FIG. 1 this embodiment of the invention 
comprises the conventional components of a television 
receiver or monitor, including audio amplifier 11, loud-
speaker 12, CRT driver 10 and CRT 13. Under normal 50 
conditions, the sources of video and audio are selected 
from video input 3 and audio input 1 respectively. How-
ever when the selector means, relay 7 is energized, 
alternate audio input 2 and alternate video input 4 are 
selected instead. Both sets of audio and video inputs 55 
may derive from any source, for example a television 
tuner or video tape player. 

The operation of this embodiment relies on the pres-
ence of a program classification code within the video 
signal. This can be provided in a number of well known 60 
ways which ensure that the presence of such codes do 
not interfere with the normal operation of television 
receivers. The method used in this embodiment is en-
coding of a digital word in the form of black and white 
transitions located on line 16 of the video signal. This 65 
position is chosen so as to be invisible on the CRT dis-
play. The technology for this fotrn of signalling is well 
known, being commonly used for data broadcasting  

1 60 
4 

services such as Teletext. The classification may be 
pre-recorded on tapes being broadcast or played lo. 

cally, or inserted in a video signal prior to transmission 
at the broadcasting station at the time of broadcast. The 
means for inserting such signals is well known. 

Upon arrival at video input 3 of the invention, as well 
as being fcd to the display system, the video portion of 
the program is fed to line code extractor 5, which com-

prises means for isolating the desired line (in this em-
bodiment line 16), extracting the digital word from that 
line, and presenting it as an output readable by mi-
crocomputer 6. 

Microcomputer 6 is a self-contained "single chip 

computer" including RAM. ROM, 10 ports, CPU and 
NV (non-volatile) memory. Of course, microcomputer 
6 may also perform many other functions required by 

the receiver, as well as those of this invention. One of 
the output ports of microcomputer 6 controls relay 7. 
Other ports read data from keyboard 8 and send data to 
display 9. 

Keyboard 8 is a press-button key array, which con-
tains keys for control of all the usual television func-
tions, as well as special keys used by this invention. The 
special keys include a SET CLASSIFICATION key, 
used for entering the classifications to be ccnsored, an 
OVERRIDE key, used to disable the censorship func-
tion, and a RESUME key, used to resume censorship 
after OVERRIDE. The usual channel selection keys of 
the receiver of this embodiment serve the double pur-
pose of allowing the user to enter a PIN (personal iden-
tity number). Similarly, the other keys can serve double 
functions if desired. 

Display 9 is used to signal the user as required. In this 
embodiment it comprises an eight character liquid crys-
tal display. In other embodiments other forms of display 
can be used, including single LEDs, or a video charac-
ter generator which causes characters to be superim-
posed on the CRT display. 

The censorship function of the invention is per-
formed by the arrangement of FIG. 1 executing the 
program described schematically in FIG. 2. 

Referrina now to FIG. 2, the program starts by scan-
ning the keyboard to test for a key depression. If no key 
is pressed, the classification code, arriving from line 
code extractor 5. is read, and an address is generated as 
a function of the code. A table is stored in the RAM of 
microcomputer 6, the address of each data bit of the 
table corresponding to a unique classification code, and 
the state of each bit so addressed indicating the classifi-
cation status, namely ENABLED or DISABLED. A 
set bit indicates DISABLED, while a clear bit indicates 
ENABLED. Having generated an address from the 
received code, microcomputer 6 then applies this ad-
dress to the table, and tests the corresponding data bit. 
If the bit is set, relay 7 is energized, causing the video 
and audio signals to be switched to the alternate 
sources. If the bit is clear, relay 7 is released, with the 
opposite effect. This procedure is repeated as a loop at 
high speed, so that the operation of relay 7 follows 
instantaneous changes in classification codes arriving at 
the video input of the invention. 

In order to allow authorized users to select whether a 
given classification code is to be enabled or disabled, the 
program of FIG. 2 also continually scans the keyboard, 
testing for depression of the SET CLASSIFICATION 
key. If this key is pressed, the SET CLASSIFICA-
TION routine is performed, according to FIG. 3. 
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Referring now to FIG. 3, when the SET CLASSIFI-

CATION key has been pressed, microcomputer 6 lirst 
requests, via display 9, that the user enter the PIN. A 
number is then input, in this embodiment three digits 
being used for security, and compared to the PIN stored 5  
in the NV memory of microcomputer 6. If the number 

does not match, the request is repeated. If the number 
does match, the first classification group number is 
displayed, and the user is requested to enter enable or 
disable, using two designated keys of keyboard 8. If 10  
enable is entered, the first bit of the code array is 
cleared. If disable is entered, the bit is set. A test is then 
performed to see whether the last element of the array 
has been programmed. If it has, control is returned to 
the operational loop, if not, the next array element is IS 
addressed, and the input cycle repeated for the next 
classification code. 

In this embodiment the array comprises three hits, 

corresponding to the classifications: 
I. Advertisement (commercial product or service pro- 2°  

motion) 
2. Non-program material (includes advertisements, sta-

tion identification, community service announce-
ments, commentary during movies etc.) 

3. Restricted. Programs deemed by the government 25 
censors to be unsuitable for viewing by children. 

The coding scheme of this embodiment uses an eight 
bit word, so that up to 256 classifications can he sup-
ported. The 253 unused bits of the array are cleared, so 30  
that all classifications other than the three listed above 
are always enable. If desired, this range of classifications 
can be extended greatly, by increasing the size of the 

memory array. , 
When an authorized person, for example a parent, 35  

desires to watch a program of disabled classification, it 
may be inconvenient to re-define the classifications 
enabled. For convenience, this embodiment provides an 
override function, which is invoked by pressing the 
OVERRIDE key of keyboard 8. Depression of this key 40  
is detected by the test in the operational loop of FIG. 2, 
and results in the execution of the override routine of 
FIG. 4. 

Referring to FIG. 4. on entry to the override routine. 
the PIN is requested from the user. If the PIN does not 45 

match the number stored in NV memory, the routine 
terminates. If the correct PIN has been entered, relay 7 
is released, and the program continues looping until the 
RESUME key is pressed, with the result that no censor-
ing action occurs until the RESUME key is pressed. 50 

A second embodiment of the invention is shown in 
FIG. 5. This embodiment is similar to the first embodi-
ment, except that classification codes are received from 
a source separate from the source of video program. In 
this case, classification receiver 14 is provided to re- 55 

ceive classification signal input 15, which can arrive 
from any source, for example a radio transmitter dis-
tinct from the transmitter broadcasting the video pro-
gram. This embodiment of the invention is not suited to 
operation with prerecorded tapes as program source. 60 
Operation of this embodiment is the same as the first 
embodiment, except that classification codes are read 
from classification receiver 14, rather than line code 
extractor 5, by microcomputer 6. The software exe-
cuted by microcomputer 6 is also the same. The capabil- 65 

ities of both embodiments could easily be combined. 
The foregoing describes only some embodiments of 

the present invention and modifications, obvious to  

6 
those skilled in the art, can be made without departing 
from the scope of the present invention. 

For example, in cases where a broadcast program is 
being viewed!, more than one channel of broadcast is 
available, and the classification signal is being received 
from a source other than the broadcast being received, 

it is desirable that each classification code received be 
identified as relating to a purticular channel, so that 
censorship can be based on which channel is being 
viewed or recorded. This feature is easily added to the 
embodiments described, especially in cases where the 
keyboard and microcomputer of the invention are also 
used to control the channel selection functions of the 
television receiver 

For the purpose of implementing the invention with-
out needing to modify the television receiver, the inven-
tion can comprise a standard television receiver in com-
bination with a special controller which controls opera-
tion of the receiver by means of the remote control 
interface of the television receiver, if the receiver is 
equipped with remote control. That is, the censorship 
controller is equipped with interface means compatible 
with the remote control communication standard, for 
example an infra-red transmitter. so  muting, blanking, 
channel-changing, or other censorship actions can be 
etTected using unmodified receiving equipment. The 
channel-change function can provide the facility of 
displaying alternative material during periods of censor-
ship. For example, a suitable pattern generator tuned to 
an unused television channel could be used to provide 
"electronic wallpaper" during commercial breaks. In 
some applications it may be desirable to implement 
some functions of the invention, such as PIN entry, in 
the remote controller, and other functions, such as the 
censorship function, in the receiver. 

Whereas the switching means of the embodiments 
described herein is a relay, any form of suitable switch, 
such as a solidstate arrangement, can be used. 

The alternative material selected during censorship 
periods can originate from a remote source, for example 
another television broadcast, or locally, for example 
from a video disk or tape player. The local source may 
also be simply a black signal generator. Furthermore. 
the invention is not limited to providing only one alter-
native program source. 

Whereas one embodiment of the invention described 
above relies upon signals encoded into the video portion 
of the received program. the invention can also be effec-
tively implemented using signals embedded into the 
audio portion of the program, using any of the available 
well-known techniques which do not interfere with 
normal sound reception. 

What I claim is: 

1. A video program reception method comprising the 
steps of: 

storing in memory means a set of codes descriptive of 
video program classifications, 

receiving a video signal and associated audio signal if 
present, 

receiving a program classification code descriptive of 
said video signal, 

accessing said memory means and comparing the 
contents thereof with said code, and, 

if the result of said comparison indicates that the 
received program is to be displayed, causing the 
received video signal to be selected for display, 

if the result of said comparison indicates that an alter-
native video signal is to be displayed, causing an 
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alternative source of video signal to be selected for 
display; and 

displaying the +elected video signal on a video display 
Mans. 

2. A video program reception method according to 5 
claim I, wherein the alternative source of video signal 
Originates from a remote transmitter. 

3. A video program reception method according to 
claim 1, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 
local to the receiving station. 	 IU 

4. A video program reception method according to 
claim 1, comprising the further steps of: 

inputting from the user a personal identity number, 
comparing said number to a stored number, and if 

said numbers are equal, 	 I 5 
permitting the user to alter the codes stored within 

said memory means. 
5. A video program reception method according to 

claim 4, wherein the alternative source of video signal 
originates from a source remote to the receiver. 	20 

6. A video program reception method according to 
claim 4, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 
local to the receiving station. 

7. A video program reception method according to 
claim 6, wherein the alternative source of video signal is 25 
a local video pattern generator equipped to generate at 
least a black pattern. 

8. A video program reception method according to 
claim 4, wherein the program classification code is en-
coded into the video component of the program. 	30 

9. A video program reception method according to 
claim 4; wherein the program classification code is en-
coded into the audio component of the program. 

10. A video program reception method according to 
claim 4, wherein the program classification code is not 35 
encoded into the program being received but is re-
ceived from a separate source. 

11. A video program reception method according to 
claim 1, wherein the program classification code is en-
coded into the video component of the program. 	40 

12. A video program reception method according to 
claim 1, wherein the program classification code is en-
coded into the audio component of the program. 

13. A video program reception method according to 
claim 1, wherein the program classification code is not 45 
encoded into the program being received but is re-
ceived from a separate source. 

14. A video program receiver comprising: 
a video signal receiver, 
a program classification code receiver, 	 50 
a program classification code memory, 
means for accessing said memory and comparing the 

contents thereof with received codes, 

55 

60 

65 

8 
selector means equipped to cause a recmeil video 

signal to be selected for display if the result a said 
comparison Indicates that the received program is 
to be displayed and to cause an alternative source 
of video signal to be selected for display if the 
result of said comparison indicates that an alterna-
tive video signal is to be displayed, and 

means for displaying the selected video signal. 
15. A video program receiver according to claim 14. 

wherein the alternative source of video signal originates 
from a remote transmitter. 

16. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 
wherein the alternative source of video signal is local to 
the receiving station. 

17. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 
further comprising: 

means for inputting from the user a personal identity 
number, 

means for comparing said number to a stored number, 
and control means permitting the user to alter the 

contents of said memory only if the compared 
numbers arc equal. 

18. A video program receiver according to claim 17. 
wherein the alternative source of video signal originates 
from a source remote to the receiver. 

19. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 
wherein the alternative source of video signal is local to 
the receiving station. 

20. A video program receiver according to claim 19, 
wherein the alternative source of video signal is a local 
video pattern generator equipped to generate at least a 
black pattern. 

21. A video program receiver according to claim 17. 
including means for deriving the program classification 
code from the video component of the program. 

22. A video program receiver according to claim 17, 
including means for deriving the program classification 
code from the audio component of the program. 

23. A video program receiver according to claim 17. 
including means for receiving program classification 
code from a source other than the program being re-
ceived. 

24. A video program receiver according to claim 14. „ 
including means for deriving the program classification 
code from the video component of the program. 

25. A video program receiver according to claim 14, 
including means for deriving the program classification 
code from the audio component of the program. 

26. A video program receiver according to claim 14. 
including means for receiving program classification 
code from a source other than the program being re-
ceived. 
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recording and displayed !Or viewing. On receipt of a pre-
scribed classification code or group of codes display is 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES JUDGES 

This case has been assigned to District Judge 

Magistrate Judge is 	Jacqueline Chooljian  

  

Christina A. Snyder 	and the assigned 

  

     

The case number on all documents filed with the Court should read as follows: 

14-CV-00760 CAS -JCx 

Pursuant to General Order 05-07 of the United States District Court for the Central District of 

California, the Magistrate Judge has been designated to hear discovery related motions. 

All discovery related motions should be noticed on the calendar of the Magistrate Judge. 

Clerk, U. S. District Court 

 

January 31, 2014 

Date 

 

By SBOURGEOIS  

 

   

  

Deputy Clerk 

 

NOTICE TO COUNSEL 

A copy of this notice must be served with the summons and complaint on all defendants (if a removal action is 

filed, a copy of this notice must be served on all plaintiffs). 

Subsequent documents must be filed at the following location: 

 

Western Division 
312 N. Spring Street, G-8 
Los Angeles, CA 90012 

0 Southern Division 
411 West Fourth St., Ste 1053 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

0 Eastern Division 
3470 Twelfth Street, Room 134 
Riverside, CA 92501 

El 

 

Failure to file at the proper location will result in your documents being returned to you. 

CV-18 (08/13) 	 NOTICE OF ASSIGNMENT TO UNITED STATES JUDGES 
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Noutiallsi 

\. 

-target Corp 

Ctil ci(Ain No. 

4 - 07 60 ot\ - 3C,( 

VP* L 

UNI11 2.1) STAT1.:S DISTR1( "I COURT 
ili 

(FNI . R.A1.1)1SIRR - 1 	CALIFoRr 

Guardian Media Technologies, Ltd. 

h•lindsmil‘l 

SUMMONS IN A CIVIL ACTION 

• 10: 	 Target Corp.; 1000 Nicollet Mall, Tvlinneapolis, MN. 

A lawsuit has been tiled against you. 

Within 21 days alter service of this summons on you (not counting the day you received it) 	or 60 days if you 

tire the United States or a United States aeency, or an officer or employee of the United States described in Fed. R. Civ. 

P. 12 (a)(2) or (3) you must serve on the plaintilian answer to the attached complaint or a motion under Rule 12 of 

the Federal Rules of civil Procedure. The answer or motion must be served on the plaintiff or plaintiffs attorney, 
Daniel S. Agle, Esq.; 

Klinedinst PC 

777 S. Fugueroa St., Suite 2800 

Los Angeles, CA 90017 

213-406-1100 

If you fail to respond, judgment by default will be entered against you for the relief demanded in the complaint. 

You also must file your answer or motion with the court. 

whose name and address are: 

Date: 

JAN 3 1 2014 
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1111.1, 	 ,11 	 t 	1,11 	\, 	 ') 

i\it \clion No. 

p izoor O F 

(This •sedion should not lw pled with the court tildes's required by Ired. 	A 4 (I).) 

I 111`) '41111111011N I(11 .  11/111111 	 Idlt411 nil nil . !hint) 

\');1`) 	 ed ii>  me on i.Am•I 

71 I personall ■ ser ■ ed the summons on the individual at ipluce) 

011 (JIM') 	 or 

-1 I len the summons at the individual's residence or usual place of abode with onime, 

. a person of suitable age and discretion who resides there. 

on 	 . and 'nailed a copy to the individual's last known address: or 

I served the summons on maw ojimhvidiuth 

desipnalcd by 	to accept service of process on behallol ounnv qmargani:atimn 

on (dale) 

 

Wh o is 

or 

 

1 I returned the summons unexecuted because 

nher 

 

or 

My lees are S 	 for travel and $ 
	

for services, for a total of S 
	

0.00 

I declare under penalty of perjury that this intbrmation is true. 

Server's Sig/7011M? 

Primed name and file 

Server 's address 

Date: 

Additional information regardiu attempted service, etc: 
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(Li) County of Residen«. (,1 list I isted Plaintiff 	Longview, 1 X 

(1.i( /pi ;NU 	AIN/ I/ / S A ' ■ / 

Attorneys (lion Mune, Address rind leirphime Numbri) If you drl' 

representing your!,elf, provide the same infor motion 

Daniel S AT, Esq , Klinedinst PC, 777 S 1 iqueroa Hf Ste 2800, Los 
Angeles CA 00017 213-408-1100 

II. BASIS OF JURISDICTION (Place an X in one box only.) 

f - 1 1.11 S. Government 

Plaintiff 

2. U.S. Government 

Defendant 

H 3 . Federal Question (U.S. 

Government Not a Par ty) 

1 -14, Diversity (Indicate CitizenShip 

of Parties in Item III) 3 
	

Foreign Nation 
	 n 6 0 6 

rans'erred horn Anothe ,  

Dotrit t . Spei 

6. Multi- 
District 

Litigation 

111Colpotated or Plincipal Place 
of Busiress in this State 

111(0 1 p(naled and Principal Plac 
of Business in Another State 

PTF 
El 4 

i-- I s 

DEF 
n 4 

r-; s 

171 375 False Claims Act 	El 110 Insurance 

1-- 1 400 State 
Reapportionment 

n 410 Antitrust 

n 430 Banks and Banking El 1 4 0 Negotiable 
Instrument 

Li 120 Marine 

n 130 Miller Act 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 
CIVIL COVER SHEET 

I. (a) PLAINTIFFS ( 	bur 11 yl 	■ 01.1/1 . `0..111111ll yourself 	 DEFENDANTS 	her I; 	il you are representing yourself 	j ) 

CA1.11111.111 	11.1 11111/1()(111 
	161 
	

I ,irget Corn 

,( minty of Residence of I list I 'sled Defendant Minneapolis, MN 

ON 	Atha i 

lAt lot nor. (hop Nome, Adrhe.is and I ehpl rone Number) If you aro 

representir in yourself, provide tne sante information. 

III. CITIZENSHIP OF PRINCIPAL PARTIES-For Diversity Cases Only 
(Place an x in one box for plaintif I and one lor defendant) 

PTF 	DEF 

1:1 I 	I-1 

i 	2 	II 2  

IV. ORIGIN (Place an X in one box only.) 
; - 	 1, Removed from 	3. Remanded from 
I )! 	proceeding 	L 	State Court 	 Appellate Court 

Citi/en of 1 hIS Stele 

Citi/en of Another State 

Citizen or Subject of a 
foreign Country 

4. Reinstated or 
-I Reopened 

V. REQUESTED IN COMPLAINT: JURY DEMAND: H Yes LI No (Check "Yes" only if demanded in complaInt.) 

CLASS ACTION under F.R.Cv.P. 23: 	-I Yes ISC.-No 	 LI MONEY DEMANDED IN COMPLAINT: $ 

VI. CAUSE OF ACTION (Cite the U.S. Civil Statute under which you are filing and write a brief statement of cause. Do not cite Jurisdictional statutes unless diversay.) 

35 U S.C. §§271, 281 and 284-285 - Patent Infringement 

_ 

VII. NATURE OF SUIT (Place an X in one box only). 

r OTHER STATUTES 	 CONTRACT 	REAL PROPERTY CONT. 	 PRISONER PETITIONS r 	PROPERTY RIGHTS 

In 820 Copyrights 

1 171.1 830 Patent 

n 840 Trademark 

SOCIAL SECURITY 

in  450 Commerce/ICC 
I Rates/Etc. 

n 460 Deportation 

470Rakketeer Influ 
lJ 	

ed  
Corrupt Org. 

n 480 Consumer Credit 

n 490 Cable/Sat TV 

850 Securities/Com- 
modities/Exchange 

EJ 890 Other Statutory 
Actions 

E 891 Agricultural Acts 

F-1 893 Environmental 
Matters 

895 Freedom of Info.  

896 Arbitration 

Act 

899 Admin. Procedures 
Li Act/Review of Appeal of 

Agency Decision 

r-- 1  950 Constitutionality of 
" State Statutes 

150 Recovery of 
{ — I Overpayment & 

Enforcement of 
Judgment 

n 151 Medicare Act 

152 Recovery of 
E Defaulted Studen 

Loan (Excl. Vet,) 

153 Recovery of 
n Overpayment of 

Vet. Benefits 

Li 160 Stockholders' 
Suits 

Li 190 Other 
Contract 

El P1905 Contract 
duct Liability 

Li 196 Franchise 

REAL PROPERTY 

O 210 Land 
Condemnation 

IT 220 Foreclosure 

Li  230 t 	t  Rent r Lease & E   

240 Torts to Land 

El 245 Tort Product 
Liability 

290 All Other Real 
Property  

TORTS 
PERSONAL INJURY 

L__] 310 Airplane 

315 Airplane 
Product Liability 

320 Assault, Libel & 
Slander 

330 Fed. Employers 
Liability 

340 Marine 

345 Marine Product 
Liability 

Li 350 Motor Vehicle 

355 Motor Vehicle 
Product Liability 

Li 360 Other Personal 
Injury 
362 Personal Injury-
Med Malpratice 

365 Personal Injury- 
Product Liability 

367 Health Care/ 

El Pharmaceutical 
Personal Injury 
Product Liability 
368 Asbestos 

EJ Personal Injury 
Product Liabiiity  

IMMIGRATION 

462 Naturalization 
Application 

465 Other 
Immigration Actions 

TORTS 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 

El 370 Other Fraud 

El 371 Truth in Lending 

El 380 Other Personal 
Property Damage 

385 Property Damage El Product Liability 

BANKRUPTCY 

in 422 Appeal 28 
' 	USC 158 

F-1  423 Withdrawal 28 
USC 157 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

n 440 Other Civil Rights 

0 441 Voting 

Li 442 Employment 
443 Housing/ 
Accommodations 

445 American with 
Li Disabilities- 

Employment 

Li 446 American with 
Disabilities-Other 

111 448 Education 

Habeas Corpus: 

n 463 Alien Detainee 
510 Motions to Vacate 

J Sentence 

El 530 General 

n 535 Death Penalty 

Other: 

Li 540 Mandamus/Other 

ri 550 Civil Rights 

n 555 Prison Condition 

560 Civil Detainee 
Li Conditions of 

Confinement 
FORFEITURE/PENALTY 

„ 625 Drug Related 
L__1 Seizure of Property 21 

USC 881 
O 690 Other 

LABOR 

Li 

El 

El 
Li 
Li 

Li 

El 

ri  710 Fair Labor Standards 
Act 

LI 720 Labor/Mgmt. 
Relations 

n 740 Railway Labor Act 

Li 751 Family and Medical 
Leave Act 

in 790 Other Labor 
" Litigation 

Li 791 Employee Ret, Inc. 
Security Act 

L I 861 HIA (139Sf0 

pl 862 Black Lung (923) 

n 863 DIWC/DIWW (405 fg)/ 

n 864 SSID Title XVI 

Ej 865 RSI (405 (9)) 

FEDERAL TAX SUITS 

El 

Li 

870 Taxes (U.S. Plaintiff or 
Defendant) 
871 IRS-Third Party 26 USC 
7609 

C V 1 4 —  0 7 6 0  page, 0,3 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY: 
	

Case Number: 

CV-71 (11/13) 

 

CIVIL COVER SHEET 
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CV-71 (11/13) CIVIL COVER SHEET Page 2 of 3 

Question 13: Initial Division? INIIIIAL DIVISION IN CACD 

Enter the initial division determined by Question A, B, or C above: 
Western 

C. 

Olange County 

Li 

D. 

Riverside or San 

Bernardino Counties 

LI 

E. 

Outside the Central 

Dit,trict 0(Califortlia 

F. 

Other 

... 

Li LI [1,±.1 Li 
Li Li Lii Li- 

C.1. Is either of the following true? If so, check the one that applies: 

[ I] 2 or more answers in Column C 

Li .ly 1 answer in Column C and no answers in Column D 

Your case will initially be assigned to the 
SOUTHERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Southern" in response to Question D, below. 

If none applies, answer question C2 to the right. 

C.2. Is either of the following true? If so, check the one that applies: 

Ei 2 or more answers in Column D 

[11 only 1 answer in Column D and no answers in Column C 

Your case will initially be assigned to the 
EAS ERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Easter 0" in response to Question D, below. 

If none applies, go to the box below. $ 

Your case will initially be assigned to the 
WESTERN DIVISION. 

Enter "Western" in response to Question D below. 

Question C: Location of 
plaintiffs, defendants, and claims? 

(Make only one selection per row) 

Indicate the location in which a 
majority of plailitiffs 

Indicate the location in which a 
majority of delendrmtS reside: 

Indicate the locatroir in which a 
majoritypf claim S af(:)SV: 

Li 

A. 	1 	 B. 

Los Angules Ventura, Santa Barbara, or 
County 	San Luis Obispo Counties 

Li 
Li 

L...1 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL DISTRICT OE CALIFORNIA 
CIVIL COVER SHEET 

1/III. VENUE 	iii. 	I(' 	 f 	IICI0111 HI II, fltyro011 ld the omit! Ii, whit 	 1110•.1 III•cly If, I 	 I 	t 	e 

e, 	t 	I ...mi., 	m,i,iil Loh l• 	r I Olc 	1., 	 .1-1. ■ 1,11 O•dl'O... (WWI 	 Ify fill. COM! 	ytrur Complaint of NO1;1 

f"-hrestion A: Was this. case removed from 
state court? 

'AA IE CASL WAS I'LIVDING 	11-1[ (OUNIY OI  lAl DIVNON IN CA(. D ' : 

H Ni 

II 'Ili/. 	ft, 	 k the 

l box to the lath! that applie.,, elite, the 

Ictmle,plsle111111 rile,ert I 

Que•aion 	below. anti ,:,ap to SOC.. I IX. 

0 , 1: nook, 

Ventwo, Sat tut Itaii.),na, 01 San Lt,o, Obit.po 

Dial toe 

li, vr'r 	Of Sall liellIfIlt1/110 

!

Question B: Is the United States, or one of 

its agencies or employees, a party to this 

action? 

rt! No 

I "on, ' qr. to 011est1011 C. II "yes," check the 

box tu the 'iglu thot ,ipplies, enter the 
roiresolirlding dillf"fiflf 1 rn 

C)134' ..St 	I D. OCIOW, 	1c1 skip to Set. 001 I X. 

two t her It the box holoW101 the County in 

h the marolity Of DEIINDANIS reside. 

te.Angelet. 

. Ventura, Santa Bar bam, oi San Luis 
Obispo 

Oi.“ are 

! 	 Of Sin 13t.'111,11:11110 

then rhea the hos below tin the county in 

which the majority of eLAIN) at S 

fJ Los Anyele", 

ri  Ventura, Santa Rai bara, or San t tin 

72 Obispo  

[) Orange 

Riveiside or San Bernanlino  

INIfiAt 
DIVISION IN 

CACD IS: 

the United States, or one of it:agencies or employee:, is a party, is it: 

A PLAIN1IFF? 	 A DEFENDANT? 

WeStelfl I I Other ri other 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT, CENTRAL DISIRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

CIVIL COVER SHEET 

IX(a). II3EN1'ICAL CASES. I I., Ii 	ii ii 	ii 	li 	 i 
	

court arid 	 fen iamb, Ira 	' 	 ' 	1 I 

II vc, 11..t .r.t• 	 ) 
	2 I t.V 	',! ■ `) p5C1 	0-14.X) 

IX(b). RELATED CASES: !lave opy c.vies twee prevrote ly filed in this court ll r,,I „ire related to the Inerietit case? 

ii yes, list case ranirberfs) 	y 1:i (2/ 	;el well 	the ca 	listed in the 	ol initilnil cases filed in lhal acrion 

Civil cases are deemed related if a previously filed Casc and the present case: 

! NO 	x VI `) 

(Check all boxes that apply) 
	

1. A. Ause boor the ...JIM' 111 IL 	 ilOppc.11111q.., of evt'llts; Or 

! 

	

Ii ( nIl fin rfetettriii labor, of Cht• ',dill. Of .,c11)..taidna!ly relowil or similar ittrestiorls of law and fat t; 

X 
	

t 	1(1114 het le 	s.:11,11C1 	%t1IP.t,111rt.11 dll1nIlf...1111111(d lalsoi if beaud by different judges, 

I) Involve the same natent. trash—nark mm copyiight, and cow of the factois identified al)ovir in a, I) or I. dlso is present. 

X. SIGNATURE OF ATTORNEY 

(OR SELF-REPRESENTED LITIGANT): 
	

DATE: January 30, 2014 

Notice to Counsel/Parties: The (V 2111S •4) Civil Covet Sheet and the information (oinained herein neither replacc mw supplement the fillrig and service of pleadings oi 
other papers as le(ICIlled by Lim l hct for tn. apoovQd by the Judicial Col iference 01 the United S:ates in Septembei 1974, is required put %omit to Local Rule 3 1 is iirit filed 
but 1'1 cried by the Oerk of the (Mat Ira the purpost•a rist s, venue and initiieing the civil dor ket shoot, (I Of mcire detailed insti tic lions, see separate instructions sheet) 

Key to Statistical suites ielatinif tu Social Seco! ty Cases. 

Nature of Sult Code Abbreviation 	 Substantive Statement of Cause of Action 

Ail claims for health ilrAllilOct: benefits :Medicate) under I Cie 18, Part A, of the Social Security Act, as amended. Also, 
861 	 I IIA 	 include claims by hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, etc, for certification as providers of services under the program. 

(42 U.S.C. 19351-F(b)) 

862 	 IlL 

863 	 DIWC 

863 	 DIWW 

864 	 SSID 

865 	 RSI 

All Claims for "Mac k Lung" benefit untie, Title 4, Part 8, of the Federal Coal Mine Health and Safety Am taf 1969. 130 U.S.C. 
923) 

All claims filed by insured workers for disability insurance benefits under Title 2 of the Social Security Act, as amended; plus 
all claims filed for child's insurance benefits based on disability. (42 U.S.C. 405 (g)) 

All claims filed for widows or widowers insurance benefits based on disability under Title 2 of the Social Security Act, as 
amended. (42 U.S.C. 405 (g)) 

All claims for supplemental security income payments based upon disability filed under Title 16 of the Social Security Act, as 
amended. 

All claims for retirement (old age) and survivors benefits under Title 2 of the Social Security Act, as amended. 
142 U.S.C. 405 (g)) 

CV-71 (11/13) 
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