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Parties 

1. Plaintiff William Grecia lives in Downingtown, Pennsylvania.        

2. Sony is a company organized under the laws of Delaware, with its principal 

place of business located at 6080 Center Drive, 10th Floor, Los Angeles, California 90045. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

3. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 101 

et seq. 

4. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. §§ 

1331 and 1338(a).  

5. This Court may exercise personal jurisdiction over Sony. Sony conducts 

continuous and systematic business in California and this District. This patent-infringement 

claim arises directly from Sony’s continuous and systematic activity in this District. In short, 

this Court’s exercise of jurisdiction over Sony would be consistent with the California long-

arm statute and traditional notions of fair play and substantial justice.    

6. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)(1) and 

1400(b). 

Claim of Patent Infringement 

7. On November 11, 2014, United States Patent No. 8,887,308 (the “‘308 

patent”) was issued to William Grecia for an invention on a process for transforming a user 

access request into an authorization object. William Grecia owns the ‘308 patent, which is 

attached hereto as Exhibit A.   

8. Sony is infringing the ‘308 patent by practicing and selling products practicing 

the patent’s process. Specifically, the Sony apparatus PS4 operating in conjunction with 

Sony Entertainment Network (“SEN”) involves all of the steps set forth in the ‘308 patent: 

a. Sony receives “an access request for cloud digital content through an 

apparatus in process with at least one CPU” when a user sets up his new 

PS4. The PS4 receives a user access request and prompts the user to sign 

in to his SEN account. The PS4 CPU receives the cloud digital content 
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access request through the PlayStation operating system apparatus and 

processes the request as a write request to write an authorization object 

for PlayStation Plus access to a storage/memory connected to the CPU of 

the PS4.  

b. The user’s SEN account is authenticated with the SEN user database when 

a user enters an e-mail address and the PS4 authenticates the ownership 

of the e-mail related SEN account by accepting and authenticating a user 

password when processing the “Sign-In” action. 

c. Once the verification data has been authenticated, the PS4 CPU establishes 

an API communication with the PlayStation Plus web service. The 

apparatus-assigned credentials that are accepted by the PlayStation Plus 

web service (to establish the API communication for the PlayStation Plus 

web service) are the“PS4”, “PS3”, and “PSVITA” device credentials. 

d. The PS4 CPU requests and receives query data from the PlayStation 

operating system apparatus, in connection with the PlayStation Plus 

verified web service, in the form of a user payment subscription status 

identifier (e.g., verified web service identifier). An example query: Does 

this SEN user have an active subscription to PlayStation Plus web 

services? 

e. The PS4 CPU creates a CPU readable authorization object in the PS4 

storage/memory by writing: (a) the user’s SEN account data (verification 

data), and (b) the user’s PlayStation Plus subscription status (+ logo 

insignia). The PS4 operating system apparatus in process with the PS4 

CPU recognizes the written authorization object as user access rights to 

the PlayStation Plus cloud digital content. The PS4 CPU processes the 

written authorization object using a cross-referencing action of checking 

that the SEN user account sign-in data still verifies as active (in case of 
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restricted access due to a banned or deleted SEN account) and checks if 

the PlayStation Plus subscription account information written in 

storage/memory is still under an active subscription, with the PlayStation 

Plus verified web service (e.g., 12 month subscription for $49.99).  

Prayer for Relief 

WHEREFORE, William Grecia prays for the following relief against Sony: 

(a) Judgment that Sony has directly infringed the ‘308 patent; 

(b) For a fair and reasonable royalty; 

(c) For pre-judgment interest and post-judgment interest at the maximum rate  

allowed by law; 

(d) For such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

Demand for Jury Trial 

 William Grecia demands a trial by jury on all matters and issues triable by jury. 

Date:  December 30, 2014 Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ Todd Atkins       
Todd C. Atkins (CA Bar No. 208879) 
tatkins@siprut.com 
SIPRUT PC 
2261 Rutherford Road 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
619.255.2380  
 
Joseph J. Siprut (pro hac vice pending) 
jsiprut@siprut.com 
SIPRUT PC 
17 N. State St., Suite 1600 
Chicago, IL 60602 
312.236.0000 
  
Matthew M. Wawrzyn (pro hac vice pending) 
matt@wawrzynlaw.com  
Stephen C. Jarvis (pro hac vice pending) 
stephen@wawrzynlaw.com 
WAWRZYN LLC 
233 S. Wacker Dr., 84th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
312.283.8330 

Attorneys for Plaintiff William Grecia  
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