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1 
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

 

Rasheed McWilliams (CBN 281832) 
rasheed@cotmanip.com 
Obi I. Iloputaife (CBN 192271) 
obi@cotmanip.com 
COTMAN IP LAW GROUP, PLC 
One Colorado | 35 Hugus Alley, Suite 210 
Pasadena, California 91103 
(626) 405-1413/FAX: (626) 316-7577 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
USB Technologies, LLC, 

 
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  

 
CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 
USB Technologies, LLC, a California 
limited liability company, 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

v. 
 
 
Rakuten Commerce, LLC. d/b/a 
www.rakuten.com, a Delaware Limited 
Liability company; Rakuten USA, Inc., a 
Delaware corporation; and DOES 1 
through 10, Inclusive, 
 

Defendants. 
 

) 
)
) 
)
) 
)
) 
)
) 
)
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.  8:15-cv-01021 
 
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 
FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
AND PERMANENT INJUNCTION 
 
 
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
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2 
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

 

Plaintiff USB Technologies, LLC, (“USB Technologies”), by and through its 

undersigned counsel, for its First Amended Complaint against Defendants, Rakuten 

U.S.A., Inc., Rakuten Commerce, LLC., a Delaware Limited Liability company 

(“Rakuten”); and Does 1-10 (collectively, “Defendants”)  makes the following 

allegations.  These allegations are made upon information and belief. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

1. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the patent laws of 

the United States, including 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, 281, and 283-285. 

2. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. § § 1331 and 1338(a) because it arises under United States Patent law.   

3. Venue is proper in this District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b) and (c).  

On information and belief, Defendants are subject to this Court’s personal jurisdiction 

in that the acts and transactions complained of herein include the import and sale of 

infringing goods, identified herein, through the State of California and specifically in 

this District.  Furthermore, Defendants’ sales transactions are initiated nationwide 

over the Internet, including sales targeted to the State of California and this District, 

thereby purposefully availing themselves of the benefits of the state.  

THE PARTIES 

4. USB Technologies is a limited liability company organized under the 

laws of the State of California and has an office and principal place of business at 35 

Hugus Alley, Suite 210 Pasadena, California 91103. 

5. Upon information and belief, Rakuten Commerce, LLC. d/b/a 

www.rakuten.com, a Delaware Limited Liability company, having a place of business 

at 85 Enterprise, Suite 100, Aliso Viejo, CA 92656. 

6. Upon information and belief, Rakuten USA, Inc., a Delaware 

corporation, having a place of business at 85 Enterprise, Suite 100, Aliso Viejo, CA 

92656. 
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3 
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

 

7. The true names and capacities, whether individual, corporate or 

otherwise of the Defendants named herein as DOES 1 through 10, inclusive, are 

unknown to Plaintiff, who therefore sues Defendants by such fictitious 

names.  Plaintiff will ask leave of Court to amend this Complaint and insert the true 

names and capacities of said Defendants when the same have been ascertained. 

8. Plaintiff is informed and believes and, upon such, alleges that each of the 

Defendants designated herein as “DOE” are allegedly responsible in some manner for 

the events and happenings herein alleged, and that Plaintiff’s damages as alleged 

herein were proximately caused by such Defendants. 

FACTS  

9. USB Technologies is the owner, by assignment, of U.S. Patent No. 

7,809,866 (“the ‘866 Patent”), which was duly and legally issued on October 5, 2010 

by the United States Patent and Trademark Office.  A copy of U.S. Patent No. 

7,809,866 is attached to this complaint as Exhibit A. 

10. The claims of the ‘866 Patent are valid and enforceable. 

11. The Defendant(s) sell(s) and offer(s) to sell the General Mobile 

Technology Company (“GMobi”) iStick Lightning to USB flash drive products in 

various sizes, including 8 GB, 16 GB, 32 GB, 64 GB and 128 GB (“GMobi iStick 

Product Family”).   

12. The GMobi iStick Product Family are double interface Lightning to USB 

flash memory drives. The GMobi iStick Product Family comprises a first transmission 

interface, a circuit board with a microprocessor and a plurality of flash memory. The 

GMobi iStick Product Family comprises a first bus interface to perform a signal 

transmission and a second bus interface circuit different from the flash memory card. 

The GMobi iStick Product Family also contains interface detection and switching 

circuit, for switching to the first interface circuit or the second interface circuit based 

on an initializing signal generated from the system interface circuit.  The 

microprocessor within the GMobi iStick Product Family switches to the right 
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4 
FIRST AMENDED COMPLAINT 

 

interface, determining and supporting a connection action automatically based on the 

type of system interface circuit detected. 

13. Each of the products in the GMobi iStick Product Family infringe on the 

claims of the ‘866 patent, including, but not limited to claim 1. 

14. Defendant Rakuten imports, buys, sells and offers to sell to consumers 

the iStick Product Family over a worldwide website, www.rakuten.com, without 

regard to the patent rights of USB Technologies.  A copy of an offer for sale of the 

GMobi iStick Product Family on the Rakuten website, is attached herewith as Exhibit 

B.  

15. The Defendant(s) sell(s) and offer(s) to sell the Photofast i-FlashDrive 

HD and i-FlashDrive Evo Lightning to USB flash drive products in various sizes, 

including 16 GB, 32 GB, and 64 GB (“i-FlashDrive Product Family”).   

16. The i-FlashDrive Product Family are double interface Lightning to USB 

flash memory drives. The i-FlashDrive Product Family comprises a first transmission 

interface, a circuit board with a microprocessor and a plurality of flash memory. The i-

FlashDrive Product Family comprises a first bus interface to perform a signal 

transmission and a second bus interface circuit different from the flash memory card. 

The i-FlashDrive Product Family also contains interface detection and switching 

circuit, for switching to the first interface circuit or the second interface circuit based 

on an initializing signal generated from the system interface circuit.  The 

microprocessor within the i-FlashDrive Product Family switches to the right interface, 

determining and supporting a connection action automatically based on the type of 

system interface circuit detected. 

17. Each of the products in the i-FlashDrive Product Family infringe on the 

claims of the ‘866 patent, including, but not limited to claim 1. 

18. Defendants, buy, sell and offer to sell to consumers the i-FlashDrive 

Product Family over a worldwide website, http://www.rakuten.com, without regard to 
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the patent rights of USB Technologies.  A copy of an offer for sale of the i-FlashDrive 

Product Family on the Rakuten website, is attached herewith as Exhibit C.  

19. The Defendant(s) sell(s) and offer(s) to sell the Leef iBridge Lightning to 

USB flash drive products in various sizes, including 16 GB, 32 GB, 64 GB and 128 

GB (“iBridge Product Family”).   

20. The iBridge Product Family are double interface Lightning to USB flash 

memory drives. The iBridge Product Family comprises a first transmission interface, a 

circuit board with a microprocessor and a plurality of flash memory. The iBridge 

Product Family comprises a first bus interface to perform a signal transmission and a 

second bus interface circuit different from the flash memory card. The iBridge 

Product Family also contains interface detection and switching circuit, for switching 

to the first interface circuit or the second interface circuit based on an initializing 

signal generated from the system interface circuit.  The microprocessor within the 

iBridge Product Family switches to the right interface, determining and supporting a 

connection action automatically based on the type of system interface circuit detected. 

21. Each of the products in the iBridge Product Family infringe on the claims 

of the ‘866 patent, including, but not limited to claim 1. 

22. Defendants, buy, sell and offer to sell to consumers the iBridge Product 

Family over a worldwide website, http://www.rakuten.com, without regard to the 

patent rights of USB Technologies.  A copy of an offer for sale of the iBridge Product 

Family on the Rakuten website, is attached herewith as Exhibit D.  

23. Unless enjoined by this Court, Defendants will continue to infringe 

the ‘866 patent.  

24. Plaintiff has been, and will continue to be, irreparably harmed by 

Defendants’ ongoing infringement of the ‘866 patent.  

25. This is an exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. § 285 and Plaintiff 

should therefore be awarded treble damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284, of any 

and all damages awarded for Defendants’ infringement of the ‘866 patent. 
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COUNT I 

CLAIM FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 271 (‘866 PATENT) 

26. USB Technologies hereby incorporates by reference the allegations of 

paragraphs 1 through 24 of this Complaint as if fully set forth herein. 

27. Defendants have imported, offered to sell and provide, have sold and 

provided, and continue to offer to sell and provide in the United States and in this 

District, products and services, namely the the GMobi iStick Product Family, the i-

FlashDrive Product Family, and the iBridge Product Family, that infringe one or more 

claims of the ‘866 Patent, including, but not limited to, Claim 1.   

28. Defendants’ infringement of the ‘866 Patent has been and continues to be 

willful. 

29. Unless enjoined by this Court, Defendants will continue to infringe 

the ‘866 Patent.  

30. As a direct and proximate result of Defendants’ infringement of the ‘866 

Patent, USB Technologies has been and will continue to be damaged in an amount yet 

to be determined, including but not limited to Plaintiff’s lost profits and/or reasonable 

royalties.   

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for relief against Defendants as follows: 

A. For a preliminary injunction to issue against each Defendant, its agents, 

servants, employees, successors and assigns and all others in concert and privity with 

it from making, using, offering to sell, selling, or importing into the United States any 

product infringing on the claims of United States Patent No. 7,809,866; 

B. For a permanent injunction to issue against each Defendant, its agents, 

servants, employees, successors and assigns and all others in concert and privity with 

it from making, using, offering to sell, selling, or importing into the United States any 

product infringing on claims of United States Letters Patent No. 7,809,866; 
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C. An award of damages in an amount to be determined at trial, but not less 

than a reasonable royalty and/or Plaintiff’s lost profits as a result of each Defendant’s 

infringing actions; 

D. A finding that each Defendant’s infringement has been willful;  

E. A trebling, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284, of any and all damages awarded 

for each Defendant’s infringement of the ‘866 Patent;  

F. A finding that this is an exceptional case under 35 U.S.C. § 285;  

G. An award, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285, of reasonable attorneys’ fees;  

H. An award of interest and costs; and 

I. For such other and further relief as may be just and equitable. 

DEMAND FOR TRIAL BY JURY 

Pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiff hereby 

demands a jury trial on all issues and causes of action triable to a jury. 

 
      Respectfully submitted,  
 
DATED:  August 20, 2015   COTMAN IP LAW GROUP, PLC 

 
        s/ Rasheed M. McWilliams 
By:_____________________________ 
Rasheed M. McWilliams 
Obi I. Iloputaife 
COTMAN IP LAW GROUP, PLC 

 One Colorado | 35 Hugus Alley, Suite 210 
      Pasadena Ca, 91103 

Telephone: (626) 405-1413 
Facsimile: (626) 316-7577  
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
USB Technologies, LLC 
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Get Rakuten Super Points™ | Login | Email SignUp | +Feedback | Sell | Help |

Add to Wishlist Save for later

Ships from/sold by Adorama Camera

Seller Rating: Seller Return Policy

Sell Your Item

QUANTITY: 1

ADD TO CART

1 Reviews / Write Review

$82.78 + $3.75 SHIPPING

Share 0Like 0

Item Price:
Savings:

Special Price:

a $30 value upon approval†Get 3,000 Rakuten Super Points™

*Learn More >

$82.78
$30.00

$52.78

EARN 83 RAKUTEN SUPER POINTS™ 

CONDITION:   Brand New
IN STOCK:  Usually Ships in 1 to 2 business days

iStick (16GB) USB Lightning Drive  White  IS016WHITE

 
Description Reviews Seller Information

Features
Free universal iPhone/iPad/iPod touch iOS app

Manufacturer: SANHO CORPORATION Mfg Part#: IS016WHITE Sku: 271014504
UPC: 817110012041 UPC 14: 00817110012041

Sales Rank: 35495

See more in USB Flash Drives

Learn more about iStick (16GB) USB Lightning Drive  White:

COMPUTERS   MEMORY & READERS   USB FLASH DRIVES

 

 
iStick allows you to easily, quickly and safely move data between computers, iPhones, iPads and iPod touches without the need for Internet, wireless networks or the Cloud where
hackers and others (e.g. 3rd party server operators) may gain access.

iStick turns from an ordinary USB flash drive to a flash drive that is Apple MFi certified to work with iPhone, iPad and iPod touch.

You can transfer music from the computer to an iPod touch or playback directly from the iStick. No need for lengthy synchronization or pay for streaming services.

Free up space on your iPhone by backing up all your photos, videos and files to the high capacity iStick. No need to pay for recurring online Cloud storage subscription.

Stream tons of movies directly from the iStick onto your iPad, anytime and anywhere you want, even on planes. No Internet or wireless network required. The iStick app features a
hardware accelerated video decoder that supports a wide variety of noniOS native video formats like MP4, M4V, MPV, MOV, MPG, MKV, AVI, WMV, RMVB, FLV, 3GP, GIF.

iStick is safe and secure since no data is sent through 3rd party services or transferred through the Internet or Cloud where hackers and others (like server operators) may gain access.

Computers &
Office

Electronics Fashion & Beauty Video Games Books, Movies,
Music

Home &
Household

Health & Fitness Toys & Baby Deals & More

Electronics Cart (0)Find it fast...
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Music & Movie Player (able to decode MKV, RMVB, AVI, WMV etc.)
1080p HD movie streaming, direct playback from iStick
Photo & Document (Excel, Word, Powerpoint, PDF, iWork) Viewer
Open files directly on the iStick without the need to copy to iDevice
Copy/Move files between iDevice and iStick
File Management (Copy/Cut/Paste/Delete/Rename/Create Folder)
Backup photos/videos from iDevice Camera Roll to iStick
Support "Open In" functionality
Open files from other apps in iStick app
Open files from iStick in other apps
iDevice Contacts backup and restore

Tech Specs
Capacity: 16GB
Connectors: Standard USB 2.0 and Apple MFiCertified Lightning Connector
iSticktoUSB Speed: 12MB/s (Read), 7.5MB/s (Write)
iSticktoiDevice Speed: 2.5MB/s (Read), 1.9MB/s (Write)
Construction: ABS Plastic and/or Aluminum
Dimensions: 51.6 x 28.6 x 9.1mm
Weight: 10g
Supported File Formats:
Video:.mp4, .m4v, .mpv, .mov, .mpg, .mkv, .avi, .wmv, .rmvb, .flv, .3gp, .gif
Audio: .wav, .aac, .aif, .aiff, .caf, .m4a, .mp3
Images: .jpg, .tiff, .gif
Documents: .doc and .docx (Microsoft Word); .htm and .html (web pages); .key (Keynote); .numbers (Numbers); .pages
(Pages); .pdf (Preview and Adobe Acrobat); .ppt and .pptx (Microsoft PowerPoint); .txt (text); .rtf (rich text format); .vcf (contact
information); .xls and .xlsx (Microsoft Excel); .zip; .ics

Featured Products

CUSTOMERS WHO VIEWED THIS ULTIMATELY BOUGHT

SANHO CORPORATION SANHO CORPORATION SANHO CORPORATION Photofast PARIS BUSINESS PRODUCT…

Details

Toshiba 64GB microSD
microSDXC 64G micro SD

SDXC TF Card UHSI Class 10Price: $32.95
List: $69.99

Details

Toshiba 32GB microSD
microSDHC 32G micro SD

SDHC TF Secure Digital CardPrice: $15.93
List: $45.99

Details

Toshiba 16GB SDHC 16G SD
Secure Digital Card UHSI

Class 10 30MB/s with USB 2.0Price: $9.05

Details

Toshiba 32GB microSD
microSDHC 32G micro SD

SDHC TF Secure Digital CardPrice: $18.41
List: $45.99

Details

Toshiba 16GB SDHC 16G SD
Secure Digital Card UHSI

Class 10 30MB/sPrice: $9.05
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YOU'LL ALSO BE INTERESTED IN THESE

RECOMMENDED BASED ON YOUR BROWSING HISTORY

TOP PRODUCTS IN USB FLASH DRIVES

12 months
of Vonage

for Less
BEST OFFER EVER

$999/month
for a full 12 months ®

Plus taxes & fees with 1-year agreement.
Works with your existing high-speed internet.

LEARN MORE

iStick (16GB) USB Lightning
Drive  Black
$99.00

iStick (32GB) USB Lightning
Drive  White
$116.22

iStick (32GB) USB Lightning
Drive  Black
$163.00

PhotoFast iFlashDrive HD 16GB
w/dual...
$211.30

Weego Jump Starter Standard 
Starts Your...
$89.39

Posh Pelts
Red Fox Tail Faux Fur Acrylic
Throw Blanket
$199.00

PARIS BUSINESS PRODUCT…
Weego Battery Pack (Compact)
$23.16

PARIS BUSINESS PRODUCT…
Weego Jump Starter  Starts Your
Car...
$162.50

HP SB DESKTOPS
HP Business Desktop Pro 3500
Desktop...
$566.99

PARIS BUSINESS PRODUCT…
Weego Battery Pack (Full Size)
$44.99

PARIS BUSINESS PRODUCT…
Weego Jump Starter (Heavy
Duty)  Starts...
$115.28

Trg  Swiss Gear
SwissGear Pillar WA738214F00
Carrying...
$54.47

XCSOURCE
SanDisk CZ50 8GB 8G 8 GB
Cruzer Blade USB...
$6.25

TRG GROUP LLC
Swissgear Cobalt Carrying Case
(Backpack)...
$54.47

Microsoft
Microsoft Windows Server 2012
R.2.0...
$251.99

Kingston Technology Flash
Kingston DataTraveler Micro
16GB USB 2.0...
$7.98

Kingston Digital
Kingston 16GB DataTraveler
microDuo USB...
$7.99

Kingston Technology Flash
Kingston DataTraveler 32GB USB
3.0...
$13.74

SanDisk
SanDisk Cruzer Blade 16GB
(8GB x 2) USB...
$11.89

Kingston Technology Flash
Kingston DT100 G3 16GB USB
3.0 Flash Drive
$6.49

Company Info   Customer Service Rakuten  
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http://recs.richrelevance.com/rrserver/click?a=b65bcd95429b2d91&vg=0051b91d-cc12-4304-0004-7c5353c70ebd&pti=1&pa=horizontal_3&hpi=5952&stn=MultiItemPersonalizedViewCP&stid=59&rti=2&sgs=&u=96245786&mvtId=0&mvtTs=1431552049442&uguid=5fd9b538-06c4-4c91-663b-3b5316e7d097&channelId=WEB&s=96245786&pg=2397&p=229237628&ind=3&ct=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.rakuten.com%2Fprod%2Fswissgear-cobalt-carrying-case-backpack-for-15-6-notebook-blue-cobalt%2F229237628.html
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My Shortlist (0)PhotoFast IFlashDrive EVO USB flash drive  64 GB 
Black

$139 online
Browse USB Flash Drives »

February 2015 · 64 GB · USB 3.0

Online stores

1  7 of 7

Sponsored 

Online stores  Reviews  Details

 Free shipping   Refurbished / used

Sellers  Seller Rating Details Base Price Total Price

BuyDig.com  Trusted Store (45,866) Free shipping, No tax $139.00 $139.00

B&H PhotoVideoAudio (194,118) Free shipping, No tax $149.99 $149.99

BeachCamera.com (658) Free shipping, No tax $159.00 $159.00

eBay  best_buy No rating Free shipping, No tax $149.99 $149.99

Rakuten.com  BUYDIG (189) Free shipping $139.00
+$10.08 tax $149.08

Rakuten.com  Beach Camera (87) Free shipping $159.00
+$11.53 tax $170.53

Rakuten.com  buyoo  Trusted ... 2 ratings $176.00
+$12.76 tax and $4.95 shipping $193.71

Reviews

No reviews  be the first to write a review.

Details

Product Type USB flash drive

Storage Capacity 64 GB

Enclosure Color Black

Compatibility Nonspecific

Save to Shortlist

64 GB capacity  $139
 

shipping to Pasadena, CA

Price dropped 18% Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Write a review

Sign inPhotofast iFlashDrive
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My Shortlist (0)PhotoFast IFlashDrive EVO USB flash drive  64 GB 
Black

$139 online
Browse USB Flash Drives »
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Sponsored 

Online stores  Reviews  Details

 Free shipping   Refurbished / used

Sellers  Seller Rating Details Base Price Total Price

BuyDig.com  Trusted Store (45,866) Free shipping, No tax $139.00 $139.00

B&H PhotoVideoAudio (194,118) Free shipping, No tax $149.99 $149.99

BeachCamera.com (658) Free shipping, No tax $159.00 $159.00

eBay  best_buy No rating Free shipping, No tax $149.99 $149.99

Rakuten.com  BUYDIG (189) Free shipping $139.00
+$10.08 tax $149.08

Rakuten.com  Beach Camera (87) Free shipping $159.00
+$11.53 tax $170.53

Rakuten.com  buyoo  Trusted ... 2 ratings $176.00
+$12.76 tax and $4.95 shipping $193.71

Reviews

No reviews  be the first to write a review.

Details

Product Type USB flash drive

Storage Capacity 64 GB

Enclosure Color Black

Compatibility Nonspecific

Save to Shortlist

64 GB capacity  $139
 

shipping to Pasadena, CA

Price dropped 19% Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Shop

Write a review

Sign iniFlashDrive
PhotoFast IFlashDrive EVO USB flash drive  64 GB  Black
$139 online
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Dell Venue 8 32 GB
Tablet  8  Inplane
Switching (IPS)$229.00

Asus TP500LADH51T
15.6 Touchscreen 2 in
1 Notebook Computer,$712.99
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