T
eali i
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT ‘
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF NORTH CAROLINA £ 57
STATESVILLE DIVISION r e
L. G SOURCING, INCORPORATED ) i WG
) i,
Plamtiffs, ) tia .
) evicactionde: 04 CY ¢ i
V. ) .
)
COLEMAN CABLE, INCORPORATED ) Jury Trial Demanded
)
Defendant. )
)

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY RELIEF

Plaintiff L G SOURCING, INCORPORATED for its Complaint against
Defendant COLEMAN CABLE INCORPORATED, alleges as follows:

1. This is an action for Declaratory Judgment, injunctive and other relief
brought under The Federal Declaratory Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201-02.

2. Plaintiff . G Sourcing, Incorporated (hereinafter referred to as “LG” or
“Plaintiff”} is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of North
Carolina, having a principal place of business at 1605 Curtis Bridge Road, North
Wilkesboro, North Carolina 28697, and is doing business in this State and District.

4. Upon information and belief, Defendant Coleman Cable, Incorporated
(hereinafter referred to as “Coleman” or “Defendant”) is a corporation organized and
existing under the laws of the State of Delaware, having a principal place of business at
1586 South Lakeside Drive, Waukegan, Illinois 60085. On information and belief,
Coleman is in the business of manufacturing wire and cable products and selling them

nationwide, including in North Carolina.
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5. Defendant Coleman alleges that it has title to and is the owner of whatever
rights, if any, may exist in United States Patent No. 5,772,468 issued June 30, 1998 (“the
‘468 patent,” copy attached as Exhibit .

6. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action pursuant
o 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338 because this action arises under the laws of the United
States, and particularly under Acts of Congress relating to patents. This Court may
declare the rights and other legal relations of the parties in this case under 28 U.S.C. §
2201, and Rule 57, Fed. R. Civ. P., because an actual and justiciable controversy exists
concerning the rights of, and legal relations between, Plaintiff and Defendant.

7. This Court has in personam jurisdiction over Defendant Coleman under
N.C. Gen. Stat. § 1-75.4 because, among other things, the injury caused to Plaintiff
occurred in the State of North Carolina as a result of Defendant Coleman's actions within
the state of North Carolina, and because upon information and belief Defendant sells
and/or offers to sell its jumper cables within the state of North Carolina.

8. Venue is proper in this Court under the provisions of 28 U.S.C. § 1391
because, among other things, Plaintiff is in this District, and a substantial part of the
events giving rise to Plaintiff’s claims occurred in this District.

9. There is a justiciable controversy between Plaintiff and Defendant
concerning the alleged validity of the ‘468 patent, Specifically, Defendant Coleman has
alleged that the ‘468 patent is valid by sending correspondence to Plaintiff and its counsel
accusing it of infringing the ‘468 patent, and thereby asserting that the ‘468 patent is

valid. See Exhibit 2, Letter from Coleman’s counsel to LG.
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10.  These allegations place a cloud over LG’s right to import, purchase,
and/or sell the accused jumper cables and will cause uncertainty among Plaintiff’s
customers and prospective customers and elsewhere in the marketplace, leading Plaintiff
to lose sales and business opportunities.

I1. Upon information and belief, the ‘468 patent (and each and every claim
thereof) is invalid for failure to comply with the provisions of one or more sections of the
Patent Act, 35 U.S.C. §§ 1, et seg. and upon information and belief, LG does not infringe
any valid claim of the ‘468 patent.

12, Asadirect and proximate result of Coleman’s assertion of the ‘468 patent
against goods imported, purchased and/or sold by LG, LG is suffering irreparable injury
to their reputation and goodwill in an amount that cannot presently be ascertained and
cannot be adequately compensated by monetary relief alone.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff LG prays for judgment:

A. Declaring that United States Patent No. 5 ,772,468 and each claim thereof
1s invalid;

B. Declaring that LG does not infringe any valid claim of United States
Patent No. 5,772,468;

C. Permanently enjoining Defendant Coleman and its successors and assigns
from asserting United States Patent No. 5,772,468 against Plaintiff LG with respect to

any jumper cable products sold by LG; and
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D. Granting LG its costs, declaring this case to be “exceptional” within the
meaning of 35 U.S.C. § 285 and awarding LG its reasonable attorneys’ fees and other
litigation expenses, together with such further and additional legal and equitable relief as
the Court may deem just and proper.

Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury of any issue triable by a jury.

This 12 day of April, 2004,

Respectfully submitted,

CAMQO’\D- Bm Q

Bruce J. Rose (N.C. State Bar No. 20105)
Sandra L. Boscia (N.C. State Bar No. 24130)
ALSTON & BIRD, L..L.P.

100 S. Tryon Street, Suite 4000

Charlotte, North Carolina 28280

Telephone: (704) 444-1000

Facsimile: (704) 444-1111

CLT01/4623711v2
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[57] ABSTRACT

A clamp assembly for a battery booster cable for removable
attachment to a battery terminal. The clamp assembly
includes a pair of clamp members each having a jaw portion
and a handle portion. One of the jaw portions is configured
with an electrically conductive edge portion, and the other
jaw portion is confipured with a non-conductive edge por-
tion. The electrically conductive edge portion and noa-
conductive edge cooperate to securely mount the clamp
assembly to the battery terminal. A pivot member joins the
clamp members {ogether between the respective jaw and
handle portions thereof to allow pivotal movement of the
clamp members relative to one another about the pivot
member. A biasing member is also disposed on the clamp
members for normally wrging the handle portions apart and
the jaw portions together about the pivot member.

27 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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CLAMP ASSEMBLY FOR A BATTERY
BOOSTER CABLE

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relales generally to a batiery
booster cable, and more particularly, 10 a clamp assembly
that is used in comnection therewith for removable secure-
ment to a battery terminal.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Battery “booster” or “jumper” cables are well known in
the art for electrically interconnecting a discharged battery
of a stalled vehicle in parallel with an external source of
clectrical energy, typically the charged basiery of another
vehicle. This is done to draw sufficient current from the
charged battery to temporarily increase the capacity of the
discharged battery, thereby allowing the stalled vehicle 1o be
staried. Typically, a pair of electrically conductive cables are
joined together in side-by-side relationship to form a single
booster cable which is easy to transport. Each cable has a
pair of hand operated clamps at opposite ends thereof for
sccurely interconnecting the cables to the corresponding
terminals on the charged and discharged batteries. One pair
of opposing clamps are denoted as being connected o a
negatively charged cable, and the other pair of opposing
clamps are denoted as being connected to a positively
charged cable. Typically, the clamps are labeled in some
manner to indicate attachment to the positive or negative
cable, such as by providing insulated red handles for the
positive clamps and insulated black handles for the negative
clamps. To charge a battery, the opposing positive clamps of
the positive cable are secured to the corresponding positive
terminals of the charged and discharged batteries. One of the
negative clamps on the pegative cable is connected to the
negative terminal of the charged batiery, and the opposite
negative clamp is connected (o a ground connection of the
stalled vehicle.

The clamps are typically configured with a pivot pin
Joining cooperating jaw portions at one end and handle
portions at the other. A spring operably engages the handle
portions to force the bandle portions apart and urge the jaw
portions toward a closed position. The jaw portions can be
forceably separated by gripping the handle portions and
pivoting them toward each other. Release of the handles
enables the jaws to close on the terminal of a battery. To
facilitate securement of the jaws to the terminal, cach jaw is
typically provided with a serrated edge. In some prior art
devices, the entire clamp is made of a conductive material,
and the end of the cables aze connected directly to one of the
handles of each clamp. Since the current flows through the
entire handle portion of the clamps, the electrical resistance
of the handle creates a voltage drop, which limits the current
cartying capacity of the clamp. The current flow through the
handle also creates a heat rise at the gripping surface of the
handles.

Other prior art clamps attempt to avoid these problems by
electrically bonding each cable (o a separate electrically
conductive contact jaw, which is mechanically attached to
one of the jaw portions of each clamp. Thus, the flow of the
boost current is primarily through the electrically conductive
contact jaw and is substantially isolated from the handle
portion of the clamp. This maximizes current flow to the
battery termina! and minimizes the heal buildup of the
handles.

Notwithstanding the foregoing advancements in the fieid
of battery booster cables, the process of connecting the
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clamps to the terminals of the batteries can be hazardous,
especially when one of the batteries is in a discharged
condition. The rush of current from the charged battery to
the discharged battery may result in sparks as initial contact
is made. Such sparks could then ignite explosive gases that
may be present about the batteries. In view of the inherent
danger involved in connecting cable clamps to battery
terminals, it remains desirable to suppress, isolate or elimi-
nate conductive componeats of the clamp to prevent such
sparking.

Moreover, the configuration of present cable clamps may
cause short circuiting of a vehicle elecirical system.
Typically, a clamping jaw is attached to the jaw portion of
a clamp member opposite the contact jaw to provide secure
attachment to the battery terminals. Although isolated from
the contact jaw, the clamping jaw is made of a conductive
material, as well as the handles and mounting hardware of
the clamp. When the contact jaw and clamping jaw are
secured 1o a battery terminal, these conductive components
of the clamp can provide a short circuit current path for the
vehicle electrical system. It therefore remains desirable to
inhibit the current fiow through the clamping jaw to prevent
a short circuit in the vehicle electrical system.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In view of the above, and in accordance with one aspect
of the present invention, there is provided a clamp assembly
for a battery booster cable for removable attachment to 2
battery terminal. The clamp assembly includes a pair of
clamp members each having 2 jaw portion and a handle
portion. Oune of the jaw portions is configured with an
electrcally conductive serrated edge, and the other jaw
portion is configured with an insufated serrated edge. The
electrically conductive serrated edge and insulated serrated
edge cooperate to securely mouat the clamp assembly to the
battery terminal. A pivot pin joins the clamp members
together between the respective jaw and handle portions
thereof to allow pivotal movement of the clamp members
relative to one another about the pivol pin. A biasing
member is also disposed on the clamp members for normally
urging the handle porlions apart and the jaw portions
together about the pivot pin.

In a preferred form of the invention, the electricalty
conductive serrated edge is configured as an electrically
conductive contact jaw separately attached to the jaw por-
tion of an active clamp member. Thus, the Sow of the boost
current is primarily through the contact jaw and is substan-
tially isolated from the handle portion of the active clamp
member. This maximizes current flow to the battery terminal
and minimizes the beat buildup of the handles. To provide an
electrical connection between the contact jaw and a source
of current, a stranded copper cable is attached to the contact
jaw. Preferably, the cable has an end portion crimped within
the end of the contact jaw for making the mechanical and
clectrical connection between the ¢nd of the cable and the
contact jaw.

Also preferably, each of the clamp members is formed of
a one-piece coostruction of a metallic material and is
entirely coated with a layer of non-conductive insnlating
material. The insulating serrated edge is preferably config-
ured as teeth formed on the jaw portion of a passive clamp
member, wherein the teeth are also coated with the msulat-
ing material. Thus, when the insulated teeth and the contact
}aw are secured to a battery terminal, current will not travel
through the insulated teeth, thereby preventing a short
circuit from damaging the vehicle electrical system.

Case 5:04-cv-00043-RLV-DCK Document 1 Filed 04/12/04 Page 11 of 16



i,

5,772,468

3

The clamp of the present invention is also configured to
suppress, isolate or eliminate conductive components of the
clamp to prevent sparking. More particularly, each conduc-
tive component of the clamyp is shielded from contact with
external electrically energized conductors. This protectios is
provided by recessing the contact jaw, the biasing member
or spring, and all assembly hardware below the surface of
the insulated clamp members. For example, the contact jaw
is secured to the aclive clamp member by a rivet which is
received in a recess in the clamp member. Similarly, the
pivot pin is recessed below the surface of each clamp
member {0 shield the pin from contact with external elec-
trically energized conductors.

To provide ready identification of the polarity of the
respective clamps and cables, appropriate polarity markings
are placed on the clamp members. The polarity markings can
be stamped on the handle portions of the clamp members or
can be placed on labels affixed to the clamp members. The
markings can constitute the symbols “+” or “~” and/or the
words or abbreviations for “positive” or “negative”.
Preferably, at Ieast one of the polarity markings is made of
a phosphorescent material to allow an operator fo identify
the markings in dim light.

Also preferably, each handle portion of the clamp includes
spaced-apart wing sections through which the pivot pin
extends. To prevent “scissoring” and improve the stability of
the clamp member connection, the wing sections of one
handle portion overlap the wing sections of the other handle
portion. A mechanical stop is also formed on each wing
section of the active bandle portion to prevent contact
between the contact jaw of the active clamp member and the
insulated serrated edge of the passive clamp member.

The present invention provides significant advantages
aver other battery booster clamp assemblies. The flow of the
boost current is primarily through the contact jaw and is
substantially isolated from the handle portion of the clamp
member, Moreover, when the insulated teeth and the contact
jaw are sccured 1o a battery terminal, the insulated coating
on the teeth will prevent current from traveling through the
teeth, thereby preventing a short circuit from damaging the
vehicle electrical system. In addition, the conductive com-
ponents of the clamp are shiclded from contact with external
clectrically energized conductors to prevent sparking.

The present invention, together with further objects and
advantages, will be best understood by reference to the
following detailed description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is 2 front view of a preferred clamp assembly
illustrating features of the present invention with a section of
conductive jumper cable attached thereto;

FIG. 2 is a rear view of the clamp assembly;

FIG. 3 is an exploded front view of the clamp assembly
illustrating various components thereof;

FIG. 4 is an enlarged front view of an active clamp
member shown partially in section to lusirate the connec-
tion of a cable lo a contact jaw;

FIG. 5 is a left side view of the active clamp member
shown in FIG. 4 illustrating polarity markings on the exte-
rior of a handle portion of the active clamp member;

FIG. 6 is a right side view of the active clamp member
illustrating the connection of the cable to the contact jaw; 1

FIG. 7 is a right side view of a passive clamp member of
the clamp &ssembly;

20
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FIG. 8 is a left side view of the passive clamp member
shown in FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 is a right side view of the passive clamp member;

FIG. 10 is an enlarged side view of the contact jaw,

FIG. 11 is a front view of the contact jaw shown in FIG.
10; and

FIG. 12 is a top view of the contact jaw.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

While the present invention is susceptible of embodiment
in various forms, there is shown in the drawings and will
hereinafier be described a preferred embodiment of the
invention with the understanding that the present disclosure
is to be considered as setting forth an exemplification of the
invention which is not intended to limit the invention to the
specific embodiment illustrated.

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like reference
numerals refer to like parts throughout the several views,
there is shown in FIGS. 1-3 a clamp assembly 10 for
removzble attachment to a battery terminal (not shown).
Although only one clamp assembly 10 is shown, it will be
understood by those skilled in the ari that four clamp
assemblies 10 are provided in a typical jumper cable set, one
at each end of two cables.

As shown in FIGS. 1-3, the clamp assembly 10 includes
an active clamp member 12 pivotally attached to a passive
clamp member 14 by a pivot pin or rivet 16. The active
clamp member 12 is of a one-piece construction defining a

4n jaw portion 18 and a handle portion 20. The passive clamp
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member 14 is similarly constructed with a jaw portion 22
and a handle portion 24. The active and passive clamp
members 12 and 14 are made of a metallic material and are
entirely coated with a layer of non-conductive insulating
matenial. Preferably, the metallic maierial is steel or similar
metal, and the insulating material is a thin coating of PVC.
As shown in FIG. 3, a torsion spring 26 is mounted about the
rivet 16 (FIGS. 1-2) and has a pair of legs 28 which operably
engage the respective handle portions 20, 24 of the clamp
members 12, 14. Thus, the spring 26 normally urges the
handle portions 20, 24 apart and the jaw portions 18, 22
together. To force the jaw portions 18, 22 apart, a user grips
the handle portions 20, 24 and forces them together.

Preferably, the rivet 16 extends through spaced apart wing
sections 30 on the active clamp member 12 and spaced apart
wing sections 32 on the passive clamp member 14. The wing
sections 30 extend from between the jaw portion 18 and
handle portion 20 of the aclive clamp member 12 toward the
passive clamp member 14. Similarly, the wing sections 32
extend from between the jaw portion 22 and the handle
portion 24 of the passive clamp member 14 toward the active
clamp 12. To prevent “scissoring” and improve the stability
of the clamp assembly 10, the wing sections 30 of the active
clamp member 12 overlap the outside of the wing sections
32 of the passive clamp member 14. A mechanical stop 34
is also formed on each wing section 30 of the active clamp
member 12 to limit the pivotal movement of the clamp
members 12 and 14 relative 1o each other. The stops 34 are
adapted to contact corresponding edges 36 of the wing
sections 32 on the passive clamp mermber 14 to prevent
inadvertent contact between the jaw portions 18, 22 of the
clamp members 12, 14. As best shown in FIG. §, the stops
34 are preferably configured as flanges that extend inwardly
in order to contact the wing section edges 36 of the passive
clamp member 14.

To allow current to flow to or from a batlery terminal, an
electrically conductive contact jaw 40 is secured interiorly

Case 5:04-cv-00043-RLV-DCK Document 1 Filed 04/12/04 Page 12 of 16
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of the jaw portion 18 of the active clamp member 12 (FIGS.
1-4 and 6). Preferably, the contact jaw 40 is made of
copper-plated steel and is separately attached to the jaw
portion 18 by a rivet 42 or similar fastener. As will be
described in more detail below, a cable conductor 48, which
is associated with each clamp assembly 12, i{s connected
directly to the contact jaw 40. As a result, the flow of the
boost current is primarily through the contact jaw 40 and is
substantially isolated from the bandle portion 20 of the
active clamp member 12. This maximizes current flow to the
battery terminal and minimizes the heat buildup of the
handles.

Preferably, the contact jaw 40 has side walls 44 spaced
apart approximately the same distance as side walls 46 of the
active clamp member 12 1o provide a close fit between the
two parts (FIG. 6). The side walls 44 of the contact jaw 40
also have serrated edges or teeth 47 formed thercon the to
facilitate gripping securement to0 a baltery terminal. To
provide a mechanical and electrical connection between the
end of a cable conductor 48 and the contact jaw 40 , the
contact jaw 40 is configured with a terminal end portion 50
capable of being crimped. Preferably, the cable 48 is a
stranded copper cabie having an end portion 52 that is
crimped within the terminal end portion 50 of the contact
jaw 40. An enlarped view of the contact jaw 40 is illustrated
in FIGS. 10-12.

To further facilitate securement of the clamp 10 1o a
battery terminal, the jaw portion 22 of the passive clamp
member 14 defines serrated edges or teeth §4 which are
coated with the insulating material. Thus, the conductive
serrated edges 47 of the contact jaw 40 and the insulated
serrated edges 54 of the passive clamp jaw portion 24
cooperate under the action of the spring 26 to sccurely
mount the ¢l amp assembly 10 to a battery terminal. When
the insulated teeth 54 and the contact jaw 40 are secured 10
a battery terminal, current will not travel through the insu-
lated teeth 54 or the passive clamp member 14, therchy
preventing a short circuit from damaging the vehicle elec-
trical system.

The clamp assembly 12 of th ¢ present invention is also
configure d to suppress or isolate coaductive components of
th ¢ clamp assembly 12 to prevent sparking. More
particularly, each conductive component of the clamp
assembly 12 is shielded from contact with external electri-
cally energized conductors. This protection is provided by
recessing the contact jaw 440, the spring 26, and rivets 16 and
42 and all other assembly hardware below the major con-
tacting surface of the insulated clamp members 12 and 14 or
associated non-conductive hardware. Moreover, the coating
of inselating material on both the active and passive clamp
members 12 and 14 further prevent sparking.

To provide ready identification of the polarity of the
respective clamp assemblies and cables, appropriate polarity
markings are either stamped on the clamp members 12 and
14 or affixed thereto on & label. For example, the polarity
markings can constitute the symbols “+” or “~" or the words
or abbreviations for “positive” or “negative”, or both, The
markings can also be colored in the conventional red to
designale positive and black to designate negative polarity.
In the illustrated embodiment, markings 60 are stamped on
an exterior portion of the active clamp member 12 (FIGS.
1-5), and markings 62 are placed on the exterior of the
passive clamp member 14 (FIG. 9). Preferably, the polarity
markings 62 are made of a phosphorescent material to allow
an operator to identify the markings in dim light.

Thus, a cable asserably is provided which directs the flow
of boost cwrrent primarily through the contact jaw and
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prevents a short circuit through the passive jaw portion of
the clamp assembly. In addition, the conductive components
of the clamp are shielded from contact with external elec-
trically energized conductors to prevent sparking, and polar-
ity markings are provided for ready identification of the
polarity of the respective clamp assemblies.

From the foregoing, it will be observed that numerous
modifications and variations can be effected without depart-
ing from the true spirit and scope of the novel concept of the
present invention. It will be appreciated that the present
disclosure is intended as an exemplification of the invention,
and is not intended to limit the invention to the specific
embodiment illustrated. The disclosure is intended to cover
by the appended claims all such modifications as fall within
the scope of the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A clamp assembly for a battery booster cable for
removable attachment to a battery terminal, comprising:

a pair of clamp members each including a jaw portion and

a handle portion, one of said jaw portions being con-
figured witk an clectrically conductive edge portion,
and the other of said jaw portions being configured with
a non-conductive edge portion, said electrically con-
ductive edge portion and non-conductive edge portion
cooperating to securely mount the clamp to the battery
terminal;

a pivot member joining the clamp members together
between the 1espective jaw and handle portions thereof
to allow pivotal movement of the clamp members
relative to one another about the pivot member; and

a biasing member disposed on the clamp members for
normally urging the handle portions apart and the jaw
portions together about the pivot member.

2. The clamp assembly of claim 1 wherein the electrically
conductive edge portion is defined as an electricaily con-
ductive contact jaw attached to one of said jaw portions of
the clamp member.

3. The clamp assembly of claim 2 wherein e¢ach of said
jaw portions is coated with a non-conductive insulating
malterial.

4. The clamp assembly of claim 3 wherein each of said
handle portions is coated with a non-conductive insulating
material.

§. The clamp assembly of claim 2 wherein the contact jaw
is releasably secured to one of said jaw portions by a
fastener, said fastener being recessed to thereby shield said
fastener from contact with conductive objects.

6. The clamp assembly of claim 5 wherein the pivot
member is recessed below the surface of each clamp mem-
ber to shield said pivot member from contact with external
clectrically energized conductors.

7. The clamp assembly of claim 2 further comprising a
cable conductor secured to said contact jaw to provide an
electrical connection between the contact jaw and a source
of current.

8. The clamp assembly of claim 7 wherein said cable
conductor comprises a stranded copper cable having an end
portion crimped within the end of said electrically conduc-
tive contact jaw for making the mechanical and electrical
connection between the end of the cable and the contact jaw.

9. The clamp assembly of claim 2 wherein each of said
clamp members is formed of a one-piece construction of a
metallic material end entirely coated with a layer of non-
conductive insulating malerial.

10. The clamp assembly of claim 1 further comprising a
mechanical stop disposed on one of the clamp members to
prevent conlact between the respective serrated edges to
biasing of spring.

Case 5:04-cv-00043-RLV-DCK Document 1 Filed 04/12/04 Page 13 of 16
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11. The clamp assembly of claim 1 further comprising
polarity markings dispesed on one of said clamp members.

12. The clamp assembly of claim 11 wherein said polarity
markings are configured with a phosphorescent material to
facilitate visibility in poor lighting conditions.

13. The clamp assembly of claimn 1 wherein each handle
portion includes spaced-apart wing sections through which
said pivot member extends, the wing sections of one handle
portion overlapping the wing sections of the other handle
portion to improve the stability of the clamp connection.

14. The clamp assembly of claitm 13 further comprising a
mechanical stop formed on an edge of each wing section of
one of said handle portions.

15. A clamp assembly for a battery booster cable for
removable aitachment to a battery terminal, comprising:

an active clamp member coated with an insulating

maierial, said active clamp member having a jaw
portion and a handle portion;

an electrically conductive contact jaw attached to said jaw
portion of the active clamp member and having a
serrated edge for gripping securement to the battery
terminal;
passive clamp member coated with an insulating
maierial, said passive clamp member having a handle
portion and an insulated jaw portion defining a serrated
edge for gripping securement to the battery terminal;
pivol member joining the active and passive clamp
members together between the respective jaw porlions
and handle portions to allow pivotal movement of the
active and passive clamp members relative to one
another about the pivot member; and

a spring operably engaging the active and passive clamp

members for normally urging the respective handle
portions apart and the respective jaw portions together
about the pivot member, the contact jaw of the active
clamp member and the insulated serrated edge of the
passive clamp member cooperating to scourely mount
the clamp to the battery terminal,

16. The clamp assembly of claim 15 wherein the contact
jaw is releasably secured 1o the jaw portion of the active
clamp by a fastener, said fastener being recessed to thereby
shield said fastener from contact with conductive objects.

17. The clamp assembly of claim 16 wherein the pivot
member is recessed below the sutface of each clamp mem-
ber to shield said member from contact with external clec-
trically energized conductors.

18. The clamp assembly of claim 15 further comprising a
cable conduct or secured to said contact jaw to provide an
electrical connection between the contact jaw and a source
of current.

19. The clamp assembly of claim 18 wherein said cable
cenductor comprises a stranded copper cable baving an end
portion crimped within the end of said elecirically conduc-
tive contact jaw for making the mechanical and electrical
coanection between the end of the cable and the contact jaw,

20. The clamp assembly of claim 15 wherein each of said
clamp members is formed of a one-piece construction of a
melallic material and entirely coaled with a layer of non-
conductive insulating material.

21. The clamp assembly of claim 15 further comprising a
mechanical stop disposed o one of the handle portions to
prevent contact between the contact jaw of the active clamp
member and the insulated serrated edge of the passive clamp
member due to biasing of spring.

22. The clamp assembly of claim 15 further comprising
polarity markings formed on the handle portion of one of
said active and passive clamp members.
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23, The clamp assembly of claim 22 wherein said polarity
markings are made of a phosphorescent material.

24. The clamp assembly of claim 15 wherein each handle
portion includes spaced-apart wing sections through which
said pivol member extends, the wing sections of one handle
portion overlapping the wing sections of the other handle
portion to improve the stability of the clamp connection.

25. The clamp assembly of claim 15 further comprising a
mechanical stop formed on an edge of each wing section of
one of said handle portions.

26. A clamp assembly for a battery booster cable for
removable attachment to a battery termipal, comprising:

an active clamp member coated with an insulating
material, said aclive clamp member having a jaw
portion and a handle portion;

an electrically conductive contact jaw attached to said jaw
portion of the active clamp member and having a
serrated edge for gripping securement to the battery
terminal;

a cable conductor secured to said contact jaw to provide
an electrical connection between the contact jaw and a
source of current;

a passive clamp member coated with an insuiating
material, said passive clamp member baving a handle
portion and a jaw portion defining a serrated edge for
gripping securement to the battery terminal;

a pivot member joining the active and passive clamp
members together between the respective jaw portions
and handle portions to allow pivotal movement of the
active and passive clamp members relative to one
another about the pivot member,

a spring operably engaging the active and passive clamp
members for normally urging the respective handle
portions apart and the respective jaw portions together
about the pivot member, the contact jaw of the active
clamp member and the insulated serrated edge of the
passive clamp member cooperating to securely mount
the clamp assembly to the battery terminal; and

2 mechanical stop disposed on one of the handle portions
to prevent contact between the contact jaw of the active
¢lamp mermber znd the msulated serrated edge of the
passive clamp member due to biasing of spring.

27. A clamp assembly for a battery booster cable for

removable attachment to a battery terminal, comprising:
an active clamp member having a handle portion and an
active jaw portion, said active jaw portion having an
electrically conductive contact jaw attached theseto for
gripping securement to the battery terminal;

a passive clamp member having a handle portion and a
passive jaw portion, said passive jaw portion defining
a gripping edge integrally formed thereon for gripping
securement 1o the batfery terminal, said electrically
conductive contact jaw and gripping edge cooperating
1o securely mount the clamp to the battery terminal;

2 pivol member joining the clamp members together
between the respective jaw and handle portions thereof
to allow pivotal movement of the clamp members
relative to one another about the pivot member; and

a biasing member disposed on the clamp members for
normally urging the handle portions apart and the jaw
portions together about the pivot member.
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LAW OFFiCES

PATZIK, FRANK & SAMOTNY LTD.

150 S0UTH WACKER DRIVE
SUIMTE 200
CHICAGD, ILLINDIS BOB0B

TELEPHONE: (312) 551-8300
FACSIMILE: {312] 551-1191

MAX SHAFTAL N REPLY REFERM TO:
{312) 651-3087 October 15, 2003 4856-164

mshaftal@pisiaw com

FRE 408 - FOR SETTLEMENT PURPOSES ONLY

BY FEDEX , BY EXPRESS MAIL
President President

LF,LLC LG SOURCING, INC.
2601 Arrand Drive P. 0. Box 1535

Suite 17 Wilkesboro, NC 28659

Wilmington, Delaware 19808

Re:  Coleman Cable, Inc. U.S. Potent No. 3,772,468 for
Clamp Assembly For A Battery Booster Cable

Dear Sirs or Madamsg:

We represent Coleman Cable, Inc. (Coleman Cable) of Waukegan, [Hinois, in connection
with their intellectual property matters. Please be advised that Coleman Cable is the owner of
the LI.S. Patent No. 5,772,468 (the ‘468 patent). We have enclosed a copy of the ‘468 patent for

your review,

It has recently come to our attention that LF, LLC and LG SOURCING, INC. are
currently making, selling and’or offering to sefl jumper cables under the KOBALT® mark.
Attached hereto is 2 color copy of the 8 gange,12 foot jumper cable product and package in
question. Based upon our review of these products, we believe that your Jumper clamp products
infringe one or more claims of the above~identified U.S. ‘468 patent. If you disagree with our
assessment, please immediately provide us with any factual support for your position.

~ Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284, our client is entitled to damages adequate to compensate it
for the infringement. If such infringement is found to be willful, the court may treble the
damages under 35 U.S.C. §284 and award reasonable attorneys fees under 35 U.S.C. §285. This
would be in addition to permanent injunctive relief enjoining such infringing conduct in the
future.

Please understand that Coleman Cable intends to take whatever steps are reasonably
necessary to enforce its legal rights and stop the sale, offer for sale or use of infringing jumper
cables and will seek both monetary and injunctive relief. However, our client would first prefer
pursue an amicable resolution. Accordingly, we hereby request thar you immediately cease the
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PATZIK, FRANK & SAMOTNY LTD.

" President President
LF,LLC _ L.G Sourcing, Inc.
October 15, 2003
Page 2

promotion and sale of the infringing products to LOWE'S stores and others, In addition, we
request that you identify the total sales to date in dollars and units for all of the above-identified
products so we can determine an appropriate monetary damage amount.

Please provide us with the requested sales information within fourteen (14) days of the
date of this letter. Should you have any questions, pleass do not hesitate to contact our office.

Very truly yo
ATZIK, & SAMOTNY LTD.

ax Sh
Enclosure ‘

‘cc: Stephen A. Hellrung, Esq.
Senior VP and General Counsel
LOWE'S COMPANIES, INC.

John Quast
Rick Brambley
Alan B. Patzik, Esq.

GADATA\DocaB36\ 6Metter-LF Corp.doch10/15/03 £:09 PM
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