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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORGIA

ATLANTA DIVISION
WEATHERPROOF WIRELESS, LLC,
Plaintiff,
CIVIL ACTION FILE
V.
NO.
ITRON, INC.,
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
Defendant.

COMPLAINT

For its Complaint, Plaintiff Weatherproof Wireless, LLC by and through its
undersigned counsel, alleges as follows:

THE PARTIES

1. Weatherproof Wireless, LLC is a Texas limited liability company
with a place of business located at Plano, Texas.

2. Upon information and belief, defendant Itron, Inc. (“Itron™) is a
Washington State Corporation with a regular and established place of business at
5390 Triangle Parkway, Suite 300, Norcross, GA 30092. Itron may be served with
process by and through its registered agent for service of process: National

Registered Agents, Inc., 289 S. Culver Street, Lawrenceville, Georgia 30046.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This action arises under the Patent Act, 35 U.S.C. § 1 et seq.

4. Subject matter jurisdiction is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C.
§§ 1331 and 1338.

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to §§ 1391(b), (c) and 1400(b)
because Itron has a regular and established place of business and, upon information
and belief, has committed acts of infringement in this judicial district.

THE PATENT-IN-SUIT

6. United States Patent No. 7,522,876 B1 (the “‘876 patent’) — entitled
“Distributed Access Gateway and Wireless Router Pods and Public Safety
Communications Infrastructure Incorporating the Same” — was duly and lawfully
issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office on April 21, 2009. A true and
correct copy of the 876 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

7. The claims of the *876 patent disclose a wireless router housed in a
weatherproof enclosure, with gasket, and featuring antenna(s), mounting bracket
and a wire harness to connect to electric power.

8. The inventors of the invention claimed in the *876 patent are Henry D.
Meitzen and Maurice L. Pipkin.

9. Weatherproof Wireless is the assignee and owner of all right, title and



Case 1:17-cv-03920-TCB Document 1 Filed 10/05/17 Page 3 of 14

interest in and to the *876 patent, including, inter alia, the right to assert all causes
of action arising under said patent and the right to any remedies for infringement of
it, including but not limited to the right to sue for past, present, and future

damages.

COUNT I — INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 7,522,876

10.  Weatherproof Wireless repeats and realleges the allegations of
paragraphs 1 through 9 as if fully set forth herein.

11. Without license or authorization and in violation of 35 U.S.C. §
271(a), Itron has infringed at least claims 1, 2, 3, 6, 8,9, 10, 11, and 13 of the 876
patent by making, having made, using, importing, offering for sale, and/or selling
access gateway and wireless router pods, including the Itron CCU 100 (“Itron
CCU”).

12.  More specifically, by way of example, the accused Itron CCU meets
all the limitations of Claim 1 as it is an access gateway/wireless router pod that
includes the following elements. The information contained in this paragraph is
provided for illustrative purposes only and is not intended to depict all supporting
evidence of the presence of these limitations of Claim 1, or any of the other
asserted claims. Other evidence may be publicly available or become available

during discovery in this action.
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a. a weather-resistant housing including a first and a second shell and a

gasket in between;

A collector or repeater consists of a number of components in a single weatherproof
device. Electrical components are encased in a plastic enclosure that provides double
msulation and a high level of safety for the installer.

See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide, p. 34 (Users-
Manual-31177632)

T

See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide.

b. a battery compartment;
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See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide

b. a wireless router/access gateway located within the housing;

ltron’s new CCU 100 makes that link
stronger than ever. The CCU 100 (also
known as a collector) reads data from Itron
electricity meters, gas and water endpoints
and repeaters. Data is forwarded from

the collector to the utility over a public

wide area network (cellular-based WAN or
broadband) or a private WAN supporting
IP-addressable packet data. Data is

See Itron CCU Product Brochure

ltron's latest fived-network collector, the
CCU 100, supports the nesds of today’s
envohvineg utility by providing:

» Two-way communication to endpoints
and to the repeater 1o collect on-demand
reads and isue natwork commands

» Robust collaction of tima-synchronizad
interval data, when coupled with a meter
data management systamn, haelps uiilities:
* |mprove customer service
* Refine forecast consurmption
# hManage and conifrol tamper and theft
# Develop new rata-basad and customer
inCantive programs
« Better respond 10 customer
“what-if" questions

v Time-synchronization of endpaoint clocks,
ansunng data collectad teritory-widea is
accurately time-stamiped

See id.

» Retrienal of missing intansal data in the

evant of a netwaork outages

s A compact device footprint that is

lightweight and unobtrusive

Flexible and easy installation
inciuding tower, building or wtility
pola-mount options

Low powsar consumption

Solar-powearad configurations for
locations whers hard-wired power is not
readily available

hMultiple communication oplions for
public and private WAN backhauls,
Public and private technologies can be
combined in a deployrment, providing

& hybrid approach best suited to the
communication strengths of a given area
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» Backhaul Specifications
* Ethernet

*» Flexible Private LAN options via
Ethernet connection

* HSPA/UMTS

* EDGE/GPRS/GSM

* CDMA EV-DO Rev A

* CDMA 1xEV-DO Rev O
* CDMA 1xRTT

* CDMA IS-95

See id.
c. an antenna coupled to the housing and coupled to the wireless router or

the access gateway through an antenna connection;

1 Collector or repeater module

Processes data fiom the antennas and relzys 2 on to the Foed Metwork Application Software. Only
authoaized Fron persome] ey open this module.

900 A Hz antenna

Thes S00NHz anterma recemves messazes from and sends messages to endpoms and repeaters n the
metwork. The commection for tos anterma 152 Type 1N famals.

[ 5]

See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide
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d. a mounting bracket couplable to the housing for mounting the device to a

fixture; and

Az b e b nipSon on et Daxk of e celbeohn o0 sepeaie e kriie nlrkei
it G shok i e cemmer of (he aoumimy brackes A st e bocks e codlerion o
ettt et beachel Deeimstion of the eocloiis ey T adpried = 1B
ey BT ana] o Conpeane o A wghts

See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide
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e. an electrical harness coupled to the housing and configured to couple the
wireless router and the access gateway to a source of electric power that

1s associated with the fixture.

Installation Profiles

You can install the collector or repenter in a variety of configurations and locations.

Depending on the mnstallation location, you can

= Tnstall e COLT oF repeater components m the sang location {as an imfegrated
sofurion, This 15 the recommended configurmdon,

= [nstall the GPSWAN miemas externally from the collecton or répeater,

«  [Install the 900 MHz antenna remiotely (a5 a distniboted solution)

For example, vou can install the collector or repeater af the base of o water Tower, imount
the sxiernal GPSWAN mrenma systen furtlier away for optiomom reception. and placs the
G BiHz aorénna ar the top of the warer tower

The fotlowing profiles were identified for COU installation.

Location Description

Uitabiby pole The collecior or repeier & matalled ona ity pole. Mo the collecior o
ety i gy o possabile on e pode for ot recephon.

Laghi pole The codberion of repeier 5 svaled on eriher a bght pole or the dasitem
ﬂl.l:ntnhi'mﬂrwn‘pnk Sdoumt the collecior or repenier as lagh 2=
posaibile o the polke for optusim recepia

Crizdnor wall or ppe wagh remioie The rollerior or repenier s entalled on an muisde wall or pgoe wish the

S0 NHE e SR I IHE e reinosety movmied i aclieve the msonnan slevahion
anll rerepion

Tosfionw wall or pape waith: renoces The collecton or pepeater i istallad meide an equpment mom wath the
S} hfHz anirmna el exiemal upt YTz anivrma remoteby meemed o sclieve nveanmn eleomon aud

GPSWAN e, recephoii. The WAN [or tther digiad celutar) md GPS: e are
mﬂ;nmtdmpmdrm'qﬁkw

Pape o st Ve collecion of repeier 5 seorerd &0 0 pipe of e pmlmg (B 2 i 3
mches m dharrester) Thqpeufmﬂnmh;:ulvmmﬂrbpd
Wil IS

= TP

See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide
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See Itron CCU 100 and Repeater 100 Installation Guide

Collectors operate on a 1200240 auto-
sensing volt service and are equipped
with a backup battery. in the event of an
outage, the collector sends an alarm to
the Itron Fixed Network Software with
information describing vanous events,
inciuding power loss, restoration, and low-
battery conditions,

» Solar-powered configurations for
locations where hard-wired power is not
readily available

See Itron CCU 100 Product Brochure
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Functional

Power Requirements

« Fower source: Y90VAL to 265VALS 4/
Hz to bd Hz

* Fower consumption: 12 Watts
Maximum 7.5 Watts Typical

* Power cable with photocell adapter for
street light mount

* Power connectors: watertight
and keyed

* Backup battery: 6 VDC, 4.5 AH lead-
acid, 1.5 hour operating duration

See id.

13.  Further the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 2 because, inter alia, the mounting bracket of the Itron CCU may include
first and second portions and it may be configured for mounting it to a streetlight.

14.  Further the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 3 because the battery compartment is externally configured to be accessible
without opening said weather-resistant housing.

15.  Further the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 6 because, inter alia, it includes an antenna coupled to both the wireless
router and the access gateway through the antenna connection, allowing both the
wireless router and the access gateway to use the antenna.

16.  Upon information and belief, in manufacturing the accused Itron

10
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CCU, Itron performs (or causes it to be performed on its behalf and at its direction
and control) all of the steps of the method for manufacture recited Claim 8.

17.  More specifically, upon information and belief, the manufacture of the
accused Itron CCU includes at least the following steps (1) forming a weather-
resistant housing having a battery compartment, (2) placing at least one electronic
module within the housing; (3) coupling an antenna to the housing; (4) providing a
mounting bracket that is coupled to the housing and configured for mounting the
housing to a fixture; and (5) coupling an electrical harness to the housing and that
is configured to couple at least one electronic module to a source of electric power,
that is associated with the fixture.

18.  Further, the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 9 because, inter alia, it includes a weather-resistant housing including a first
and a second shell and, on information and belief, a gasket in between.

19.  Further the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 10 because, inter alia, the battery compartment is externally configured to be
accessible without opening said weather-resistant housing.

20.  Further, the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 11 because, inter alia, the mounting bracket of the CCU 100 may include

first and second portions and it may be configured for mounting it to a streetlight.

11
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21.  Further, the accused Itron CCU meets all the limitations of dependent
claim 13 because, inter alia, because it includes at least one electronic module that
is either an access gateway or a wireless router.

22.  Weatherproof Wireless is entitled to recover from Defendant the
damages sustained by Weatherproof Wireless as a result of Defendant’s
infringement of the *876 patent in an amount subject to proof at trial, which, by
law, cannot be less than a reasonable royalty, together with interest and costs as
fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

23.  Upon information and belief, Defendant began to sell the Itron CCU
in 2013, if not earlier.

JURY DEMAND

Weatherproof Wireless hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues so

triable.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Weatherproof Wireless requests that this Court enter
judgment against Defendant as follows:

A.  An adjudication that Defendant has infringed the *876 patent;

B. An award of damages to be paid by Defendant adequate to

compensate Weatherproof Wireless for Defendant’s past infringement of the *876

12
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patent through the earlier of the date of judgment or the expiration of the ’876
patent, including interest, costs, expenses and an accounting of all infringing acts
including, but not limited to, those acts not presented at trial;

C.  An injunction precluding Defendant’s further infringement of the *876
patent;

D. A declaration that this case is exceptional under 35 U.S.C. § 285, and
an award of Weatherproof Wireless’s reasonable attorneys’ fees; and

E.  An award to Weatherproof Wireless of such further relief at law or in

equity as the Court decides is just and proper.

Respectfully submitted, this 5™ day of October, 2017.

13
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/s/Daniel A. Kent

Daniel A. Kent

Georgia Bar Number 415110
dankent@kentrisley.com
KENT & RISLEY LLC
5755 N Point Pkwy Ste 57
Alpharetta, GA 30022

Tel: (404) 585-4214

Fax: (404) 829-2412

Nicole D. Galli

(pro hac vice to be filed)
Charles P. Goodwin

(pro hac vice to be filed)
LAW OFFICES OF N.D. GALLI LLC
2 Penn Center Plaza, Suite 910
1500 JFK Blvd

Philadelphia, PA 19102
Telephone: (215) 525-9580
Facsimile: (215) 525-9585
ndgalli@ndgallilaw.com
cgoodwin@ndgallilaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff
Weatherproof Wireless, LLC
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