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COMPLAINT 
 

Louis F. Teran (SBN 249494) 
lteran@slclg.com 
SLC LAW GROUP 
1055 E. Colorado Blvd., Suite #500 
Pasadena, CA 91106 
Telephone:  (818) 484-3217 x200 
Facsimile:  (866) 665-8877 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Inhale, Inc. 
 
 
 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

 
 

 
INHALE, INC., a California 
corporation, 
 

Plaintiff, 

v. 
 
GRAVITRON, LLC., a Texas 
company. 
 

Defendant. 

Case No.:  2:18-cv-3883 
 
 
AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR: 
 

PATENT INFRINGEMENT 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

1. Plaintiff Inhale, Inc. (hereinafter “INHALE”) brings this action against 

Defendants Gravitron, LLC. (hereinafter “Defendant”), patent infringement pursuant the 

Patent Act of the United States, and for such other relief as the Court deems proper. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

2. This action arises under the Patent Act, 35 U.S.C. §1 et seq.  The Court has 

subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1331 (federal question) and 

1338(a)(any Act of Congress relating to patents and trademarks). 

3. The Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because Defendant has 

committed and continues to commit acts of infringement in violation of the Patent Act, 35 

U.S.C. §1 et seq. by placing infringing products into the stream of commerce, with the 

knowledge that such products are sold in the state of California, including this judicial 

district.  Defendant is subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Court as they have done 

business in this district and a substantial part of the events giving rise to INHALE’s 

claims occurred in or where aimed at this judicial district.  Defendant has purposefully 

availed itself of the benefits of doing business in the state of California, by advertising, 

promoting, and selling goods to the residents of California and by causing injury to 

INHALE within California. 

4. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1391 and 

1400 in that, on information and belief, Defendant is a limited liability company that 

resides in this judicial district and that has a regular and established place of business in 

this judicial district; and a substantial part of the events giving rise to INHALE’s claims 

occurred in or were aimed at this judicial district. 

THE PARTIES 

Plaintiff 

5. Plaintiff INHALE is a California corporation that has and does regularly 

conduct substantial business in and directed to California and this Judicial District, 

including having distributors and sales representatives.  INHALE designs and sells 

products into the smoking products and novelties industry. 
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Defendant 

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant GRAV is, and at all times 

mentioned herein was, a limited liability company organized and existing under the laws 

of the State of Texas, having a principal place of business in Austin, Texas.  GRAV 

designs, manufactures, and sells products into the smoking products industry.  Upon 

information and belief, GRAV resides in this judicial district; has a regular and 

established place of business in this judicial district; and does regularly conduct 

substantial business in and directed to California and this Judicial District. 

FACTUAL BACKGROUND 

7. INHALE created and invented a handheld tobacco grinder with windows. 

8. On March 12, 2013, INHALE was granted United States Patent No. 

8,393,563 titled “Handheld tobacco grinder with windows” (“Patent”).  Attached hereto as 

Exhibit A is a true and correct copy of the Patent. 

9. INHALE’s tobacco grinder with windows has been recognized as being 

innovative and revolutionary in the marketplace. 

10. Rather than innovating and developing its own technology, Defendant has 

chosen to copy INHALE’s technology in a tobacco grinder with windows marketed as the 

“GRAV Grinder”.  Attached hereto as Exhibit B is a true and correct copy of Defendant’s 

advertisement for the GRAV Grinder as found on Defendant’s website. 

11. Upon information and belief, Defendant has been and is infringing 

INHALE’s Patent by manufacturing, importing, offering for sale, and selling the GRAV 

Grinder throughout this judicial district, state of California, and the United States. 

12. Upon information and belief, Defendant manufactures the GRAV Grinder in 

the country of China.   

13. Upon information and belief, Defendant then imports the GRAV Grinder in 

bulk from China into the United States through a port in this judicial district.   

14. Upon information and belief, Defendant then retains some or all of its 

imported GRAV Grinders in a location within this judicial district from where it 

distributes to various retail and wholesale stores owned, affiliated, or controlled by 

Case 2:18-cv-03883-PSG-KS   Document 13   Filed 07/13/18   Page 3 of 22   Page ID #:49



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

 4  

 
 

Defendant. 

15. Defendant’s website located at www.grav.com indicates that it owns, is 

affiliated with, and/or has control over at least twelve (12) retail or wholesale stores 

within this judicial district through which it conducts regular business with residents of 

this judicial district, including the sale of the GRAV Grinders.  Attached hereto as Exhibit 

C is a true and correct copy of Defendant’s website indicating that Defendant has at least 

twelve (12) stores within this judicial district. 

16. Upon information and belief, Defendant’s GRAV Grinder infringes 

INHALE’s technology and invention as disclosed in claims 1 and 2 of the Patent. 

17. Upon information and belief, Defendant has and continues to infringe 

INHALE’s Patent willfully as it had and continues to have actual and constructive notice 

of the Patent. 

18. Upon information and belief, with full knowledge of the Patent, Defendant 

elected to infringe the Patent so as unjustly gain from INHALE’s innovative technology.   

FIRST CLAIM FOR RELIEF 

Patent Infringement 

19. INHALE repeats and hereby incorporates herein by reference, as though 

specifically pleaded herein, the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 18. 

20. Upon information and belief, Defendant has infringed and continues to 

infringe, directly and indirectly through contributory and/or induced infringement, claim 1 

or 2 of the Patent by manufacturing, importing, offering for sale, and selling in the United 

States the GRAV Grinder.   

21. Defendant’s activities violate 35 U.S.C. §271. 

22. Upon information and belief, Defendant’s infringement of the Patent has 

been and continues to be intentional, willful, and without regard to INHALE’s rights.  

Upon information and belief, Defendant’s infringement of the Patent is and has been 

intentional, deliberate, and willful at least because Defendant had knowledge of the Patent 

and INHALE’s innovative technology. 
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23. Upon information and belief, Defendant has gained profits by virtue of its 

infringement of the Patent. 

24. INHALE has sustained damages as a direct and proximate result of 

Defendant’s infringement of the Patent. 

25. INHALE is suffering and will continue to suffer irreparable harm from 

Defendant’s continued infringement of the Patent.  INHALE has no adequate remedy at 

law and is entitled to an injunction against Defendant’s continuing infringement of the 

Patent.  Unless enjoined, Defendant will continue to infringe the Patent.   

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff INHALE prays that this Court grant relief as follows: 

1. Actual damages; 

2. Actual damages to be trebled; 

3. Injunctive relief; 

4. Attorneys’ fees; 

5. Costs of suit; and 

6. Any other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper. 

 

 

 

 

    

 DATED:  July 12, 2018 

 

By:___________________________ 

      Louis F. Teran 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Inhale, Inc. 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 
 

Plaintiff Inhale, Inc. hereby demands trial by jury of all issues so triable under the 

law. 

 

 

 

    

 DATED:  July 12, 2018 

 

By:___________________________ 

      Louis F. Teran 

Attorney for Plaintiff 
Inhale, Inc. 
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