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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 

NETSOC, LLC,    ) 

Plaintiff,    ) 

      ) Civil Action No. 3:18-cv-1809 

v.      ) 

      ) 

MATCH GROUP, LLC   ) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

Defendant.    ) 

 

PLAINTIFF’S SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

 

NetSoc, LLC (“NetSoc”) files this Second Amended Complaint and demand for jury trial 

seeking relief from patent infringement of the claims of U.S. Patent No. 9,978,107 by Match 

Group, LLC; POF Media ULC; and, Humor Rainbow, Inc., alleging as follows1: 

I. THE PARTIES 

 

1.  Plaintiff NetSoc is a Texas Limited Liability Company with its principal place of business 

located in Harris County, Texas. 

2. On information and belief, the Defendants Match Group, LLC; POF Media ULC; and, 

Humor Rainbow, Inc. are related entities through the Match Group, Inc. and are identified as 

follows: 

a. Match Group, LLC (“Match Group”) maintains, owns, administers and operates the 

website www.match.com and www.tinder.com.  Match Group is a domestic 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of Delaware, with a principal 

place of business located at 8750 N Central Expressway, Dallas, TX 75231.  

Match Group has been served.  On information and belief, Match Group sells and 

offers to sell products and services throughout Texas, including in this judicial 

                                                           
1 Defendants are not opposed to the Motion for Leave to file this Complaint. 
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district, and introduces products and services that perform infringing methods or 

processes into the stream of commerce knowing that they would be sold in Texas 

and this judicial district.  

b. Plentyoffish Media ULC (“POF”) maintains, owns, administers and operates the 

website www.pof.com.  POF is a Canadian Company.  On information and belief, 

POF sells and offers to sell products and services throughout Texas, including in 

this judicial district, and introduces products and services that perform infringing 

methods or processes into the stream of commerce knowing that they would be sold 

in Texas and this judicial district. 

c. Humor Rainbow, Inc. (“Ok Cupid”) maintains, owns, administers and operates the 

website www.okcupid.com.  OK Cupid is a New York corporation.  On information 

and belief, OK Cupid sells and offers to sell products and services throughout 

Texas, including in this judicial district, and introduces products and services that 

perform infringing methods or processes into the stream of commerce knowing that 

they would be sold in Texas and this judicial district. 

II. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 

3. This Court has original subject-matter jurisdiction over the entire action pursuant to 28 

U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a) because Plaintiff’s claim arises under an Act of Congress relating to 

patents, namely, 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

4. This Court also has original subject-matter jurisdiction over the entire action pursuant to 

28 U.S.C. § 1332(a)(1) because  

a. Plaintiff is a limited liability company organized under the laws of the State of 

Texas;  
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b. Defendant Match Group is a Delaware Corporation; 

c. Defendant POF is a company organized in Canada; 

d. Defendant OkCupid is a New York Corporation; and, 

e. the amount in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of 

interest and costs. 

5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over all Defendants because: (i) Defendants are present 

within or has minimum contacts within the State of Texas and this judicial district; (ii) Defendants 

have purposefully availed itself of the privileges of conducting business in the State of Texas and 

in this judicial district; and (iii) Plaintiff’s cause of action arises directly from Defendants’ business 

contacts and other activities in the State of Texas and in this judicial district.  

6. Venue is proper in this district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b) and 1400(b).  Defendants have 

committed acts of infringement and, on information and belief, have a regular and established 

place of business in this District.  Further, venue is proper because Defendants conduct substantial 

business in this forum, directly or through intermediaries, including: (i) at least a portion of the 

infringements alleged herein; and (ii) regularly doing or soliciting business, engaging in other 

persistent courses of conduct and/or deriving substantial revenue from goods and services provided 

to individuals in Texas and this District.  

III. INFRINGEMENT (’107 Patent) 

 

7. On May 22, 2018, U.S. Patent No. 9,978,107 (“the ’107 patent”, attached as Exhibit A) 

entitled “Method and System for Establishing and Using a Social Network to Facilitate People in 

Life Issues” was duly and legally issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.  NetSoc, LLC 

owns the ’107 patent by assignment. 
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8. The ’107 patent relates generally to a method and system for establishing and using a social 

network to facilitate people in life issues.  

A. Tinder 

 

9. Match Group owns, maintains, operates, and administers a website at www.tinder.com that 

infringes one or more claims of the ‘107 patent, including at least claims 1-11, literally or under 

the doctrine of equivalents. Defendant put the inventions claimed by the ‘107 Patent into service 

(i.e., used them); but for Defendant’s actions, the claimed-inventions embodiments involving 

Defendant’s products and services would never have been put into service.  Defendant’s acts 

complained of herein caused those claimed-invention embodiments as a whole to perform, and 

Defendant’s procurement of monetary and commercial benefit from it. 

10. Support for the allegations of infringement may be found in the following preliminary 

table: 

CLAIM ELEMENT PRESENT IN TINDER 

1.  A method for establishing a social 

network, the method being 

implemented on a network computer 

system and comprising: 

Preamble, non-limiting.  Plaintiff contends Tinder 

corresponds to a social network.  Plaintiff further 

contends Tinder is implemented on a network 

computer system. 

maintaining a list comprising a 

plurality of participants, wherein each 

participant in the plurality of 

participants corresponds to one or more 

individuals, 

Users of Tinder create a profile.  The profile 

includes information such as username, address, age, 

sex, desired matches, and other information.   

 

Plaintiff contends profiles created by one or more 

individuals are maintained in one or more databases.  

The one or more databases correspond to a list of 

one or more individuals.  The profile information 

comes from an individual’s Facebook account 

information and is linked to the individual’s Tinder 

account.  According to the IAC 10-K for 2017, on 
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page 17, Tinder also allows user access from mobile 

phones. 

wherein the list also includes 

information associated with at least one 

of each participant or the one or more 

individuals that correspond to each 

participant;   

Individual users of Tinder create a profile.  The 

profile includes information such as address, age, 

sex, desired matches, and others.   

 

Plaintiff contends profiles created by one or more 

individuals, along with the information, are 

maintained in one or more databases.  The one or 

more databases correspond to a list of one or more 

individuals. 

presenting a user with an interface from 

which the user makes a selection of a 

category from a plurality of categories; 

Plaintiff contends that Tinder is presented to an 

individual user through a GUI (graphic user 

interface) which corresponds to the claimed 

interface.  Plaintiff further contends that under the 

My Profile section of the GUI, the individual user 

can make selections of a category from a plurality of 

categories.  The following snippet is taken from a 

My Profile portion of the GUI and allows the 

categories of maximum distance and age range to be 

selected, which corresponds with the plurality of 

categories. 

 

 

in response to receiving the selection of 

the category by the user, displaying, for 

the user, some of the information 

associated with each of multiple 

participants from the plurality of 

Plaintiff contends that the selection of a category 

from the plurality of categories is used by Tinder to 

identify participants from the plurality of 

participants which match the selection of the 

category by the user.  Plaintiff further contends 
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participants which match the selection 

of the category by the user, while 

shielding contact information 

associated with each of the multiple 

participants; 

Tinder displays some information, such as the 

username, from the information provided by the user 

to create a profile through the interface to the user.  

However, not all of the information entered to create 

a profile is displayed to the user. 

 

Plaintiff contends the sorting of individuals based on 

a user’s category selections and display of profile 

information corresponds to this claim element.  

wherein displaying some of the 

information associated with each of the 

multiple participants is based at least in 

part on a rating of individual 

participants in the plurality of 

participants; 

Tinder allows a user to “swipe left” or “swipe right” 

to indicate a liking of the displayed participant or 

not interested in the displayed participant.  Further, 

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants based on 

criteria. 

 

Plaintiff contends the “swipe left” or “swipe right” 

or “swipe up” corresponds to this claim element.  

enabling the user to send an inquiry 

message to one or more of the multiple 

participants, while shielding the contact 

information from the user, the contact 

information including any messaging 

identifier that is associated with each of 

the one or more participants; 

If both the user and the displayed participant 

indicate, by swiping right, a liking of one another, 

such that there is a match, a GUI is displayed that 

allows messaging of the other participant of the 

match.  The GUI does not display all information 

from the profile of participants in the messaging 

GUI. 

 

Plaintiff contends this messaging functionality of 

Tinder corresponds to this claim element. 

tracking a response time of each of the 

one or more participants who received 

the message from the user; and 

Tinder tracks date and time when a match is made, 

i.e. when both participants “swipe right.”  The 

messaging interface displays the date and time of the 

match.  Further, the time for the other participant of 

the match to respond is displayed. 
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Plaintiff contends this described functionality 

corresponds with this claim element.   

updating the rating associated with 

each of the one or more participants 

based at least in part on the tracked 

response time. 

Tinder’s messaging interface has the capability to 

update based upon most recent messaging.  Further, 

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants. 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with this claim element.   

2.  The method of claim 1, wherein 

receiving the selection of the category 

from the plurality of categories 

includes receiving input that identifies 

a geographic location.  

Tinder’s discovery settings allow a user to select 

from participants located within a certain distance 

from the user. 

 

Plaintiff contends this Maximum distance setting 

corresponds to this claim element. 

3.  The method of claim 1, wherein 

displaying some of the information 

associated with each of multiple 

participants includes displaying an 

image that is included in the 

Tinder allows participants to upload photos for their 

profile.  The photos are capable of being displayed 

when the participant is selected.   
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information associated with each of the 

multiple participants. 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds to 

the claim limitation. 

4.   The method of claim 1, further 

comprising: 

identifying information for another 

participant that matches the category 

selection of the user based on a referral 

provided by one or more users of the 

network computer system. 

Tinder’s “swipe right” functionality operates as a 

referral because the more individual users swipe 

right on a participant is a criteria that will cause the 

participant to be displayed higher in a user’s search 

results. 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with this claim element. 

5.  The method of claim 1, wherein 

displaying some of the information 

associated with each of the multiple 

participants includes displaying 

information associated with individual 

participants who match the category 

selection and have a higher rating in 

favor of information associated with 

individual participants who match the 

category selection and have a lower 

rating.  

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants based on 

criteria.  The algorithm determines, at least partially, 

the order of the participants displayed in a user’s 

search.  Tinder further includes the functionality of a 

“Sure-Like” which increases your rating for a match 

with the other participant receiving the Super-Like. 

 

Plaintiff contends both of these functionalities 

corresponds to this claim element. 

6.  A computer system comprising: Tinder is a consumer brand for online dating that  
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a memory to store a list comprising a 

plurality of participants, wherein each 

participant in the plurality of 

participants corresponds to one or more 

individuals, wherein the list also 

includes information associated with at 

least one of each participant or the one 

or more individuals that correspond to 

each participant;   

enables users to establish a profile and review the 

profiles of other users without charge.  The profiles 

are stored in memory of a computer network 

connected to the Internet and correspond to one or 

more individuals.  The profile includes information 

such as username, address, age, sex, desired 

matches, and other information.   

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with the claim element because, at least in part, the 

plurality of participants are the Tinder users.  

one or more processors that execute 

instructions to: 

maintain the list; 

Tinder is a consumer brand for online dating that  

enables users to establish a profile and review the 

profiles of other users without charge.  The profiles 

are stored in memory of a computer network 

connected to the Internet and correspond to one or 

more individuals.  The profile includes information 

such as username, address, age, sex, desired 

matches, and other information.   

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with the claim element because, at least in part, the 

plurality of participants are the Tinder users.  

present a user with an interface from 

which the user makes a selection of a 

category from a plurality of categories; 

Plaintiff contends that Tinder is presented to an 

individual user through a GUI (graphic user 

interface) which corresponds to the claimed 

interface.  Plaintiff further contends that under the 

My Profile section of the GUI, the individual user 

can make selections of a category from a plurality of 

categories.  The following snippet is taken from a 

My Profile portion of the GUI and allows the 

categories of maximum distance and age range to be 

selected, which corresponds with the plurality of 

categories. 
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in response to receiving the selection of 

the category by the user, present, for 

the user, some of the information 

associated with each of multiple 

participants from the plurality of 

participants which match the selection 

of the category by the user, while 

shielding contact information 

associated with each of the multiple 

participants;  

Plaintiff contends that the selection of a category 

from the plurality of categories is used by Tinder to 

identify participants from the plurality of 

participants which match the selection of the 

category by the user.  Plaintiff further contends 

Tinder displays some information, such as the 

username, from the information provided by the user 

to create a profile through the interface to the user.  

However, not all of the information entered to create 

a profile is displayed to the user. 

 

Plaintiff contends the sorting of individuals based on 

a user’s category selections and display of profile 

information corresponds to this claim element. 

wherein displaying some of the 

information associated with each of the 

multiple participants is based at least in 

part on a rating of individual 

participants in the plurality of 

participants; 

Tinder allows a user to “swipe left” or “swipe right” 

to indicate a liking of the displayed participant or 

not interested in the displayed participant.  Further, 

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants based on 

criteria. 

 

Plaintiff contends the “swipe left” or “swipe right” 

or “swipe up” corresponds to this claim element. 

enabling the user to send an inquiry 

message to one or more of the multiple 

participants, while shielding the contact 

information from the user, the contact 

information including any messaging 

If both the user and the displayed participant 

indicate, by swiping right, a liking of one another, 

such that there is a match, a GUI is displayed that 

allows messaging of the other participant of the 

match.  The GUI does not display all information 
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identifier that is associated with each of 

the one or more participants;  

from the profile of participants in the messaging 

GUI. 

 

Plaintiff contends this messaging functionality of 

Tinder corresponds to this claim element. 

tracking a response time of each of the 

one or more participants who received 

the message from the user; and 

Tinder tracks date and time when a match is made, 

i.e. when both participants “swipe right.”  The 

messaging interface displays the date and time of the 

match.  Further, the time for the other participant of 

the match to respond is displayed. 

 

Plaintiff contends this described functionality 

corresponds with this claim element.   

updating the rating associated with 

each of the one or more participants 

based at least in part on the tracked 

response time. 

Tinder’s messaging interface has the capability to 

update based upon most recent messaging.  Further, 

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants. 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with this claim element.   

7.  The computer system of claim 6, 

wherein the one or more processors 

receive the selection of the category 

from the plurality of categories by 

receiving input that identifies a 

geographic location. 

Tinder’s discovery settings allow a user to select 

from participants located within a certain distance 

from the user. 
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Plaintiff contends this Maximum distance setting 

corresponds to this claim element. 

8.  The computer system of claim 6, 

wherein the one or more processors 

display some of the information 

associated with each of multiple 

participants by displaying an image 

that is included in the information 

associated with each of the multiple 

participants. 

Tinder allows participants to upload photos for their 

profile.  The photos are capable of being displayed 

when the participant is selected.   

 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds to 

the claim limitation. 

9.   The computer system of claim 6, 

wherein the one or more processors: 

identify information for another 

participant that matches the category 

selection of the user based on a referral 

Tinder’s “swipe right” functionality operates as a 

referral because the more individual users swipe 

right on a participant is a criteria that will cause the 

participant to be displayed higher in a user’s search 

results.  The Tinder application software is 

executing on one or more processors. 
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provided by one or more users of the 

network computer system. 

 

Plaintiff contends this functionality corresponds 

with this claim element. 

10.  The computer system of claim 6, 

wherein the one or more processors 

display some of the information 

associated with each of the multiple 

participants by displaying information 

associated with individual participants 

who match the category selection and 

have a higher rating in favor of 

information associated with individual 

participants who match the category 

selection and have a lower rating. 

Tinder’s algorithm rates participants based on 

criteria.  The algorithm determines, at least partially, 

the order of the participants displayed in a user’s 

search.  Tinder further includes the functionality of a 

“Sure-Like” which increases your rating for a match 

with the other participant receiving the Super-Like.  

The Tinder application software is executing on one 

or more processors.   

 

Plaintiff contends these structures correspond to this 

claim element. 

11.  The computer system of claim 6, 

wherein the computer system 

corresponds to a server, or a 

combination of servers. 

Tinder’s online dating software is at least in part 

offered through computer systems, data centers, and 

cloud-based web-hosting, i.e. a server or a 

combination of servers as explained on p. 22 of the 

ISA 10K for 2017.  

 

Plaintiff contends this structure corresponds to the 

claim element. 

• These allegations of infringement are preliminary and are therefore subject to change.  

11. Match Group has and continues to induce infringement. Match Group has actively 

encouraged or instructed others (e.g., its customers and/or the customers of its related companies), 

and continues to do so, on how to use its products and services (e.g., online dating services on the 

Internet] and related services that provide online dating services across the Internet such as to cause 

infringement of claims 1–11 of the ’107 patent, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents.  

Moreover, Match Group has known of the ’107 patent and the technology underlying it from at 

least the date of issuance of the patent.     
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12. Match Group has caused and will continue to cause NETSOC damage by direct and 

indirect infringement of (including inducing infringement of) the claims of the ’107 patent.  

B. Plenty of Fish 

 

13. POF owns, maintains, operates, and administers a website at www.pof.com that infringes 

one or more claims of the ‘107 patent, including at least claims 1-11, literally or under the doctrine 

of equivalents. Defendant POF put the inventions claimed by the ‘107 Patent into service (i.e., 

used them); but for Defendant POF’s actions, the claimed-inventions embodiments involving 

Defendant POF’s products and services would never have been put into service.  Defendant POF’s 

acts complained of herein caused those claimed-invention embodiments as a whole to perform, 

and Defendant POF’s procurement of monetary and commercial benefit from it. 

14. Support for the allegations of infringement may be found in the following preliminary 

table: 

 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

6. A computer system 

comprising: 

Plaintiff contends that Plenty of Fish (referred herein as “POF.Com”) provides 

computer system that is, one or more servers to provide its services. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

Attachment 1 (Media & Entertainment (2018)) at 2 and 3. 

a memory to store a list 

comprising a plurality of 

participants, wherein each 

participant in the plurality 

of participants corresponds 

to one or more individuals, 

wherein the list also 

includes information 

associated with at least one 

of each participant or the 

one or more individuals that 

correspond to each 

participant; 

one or more processors that 

execute instructions to: 

maintain the list; 

Plaintiff contends that by using one or more servers (which contain processors and 

memory), POF.Com stores and maintains data of one or more participants or 

individuals along with their information. 

 

 

 

 

POF.Com stores and maintains data of its customers or participants along with their 

associated information (like age, sex, location, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

present a user with an 

interface from which the 

user makes a selection of a 

category from a plurality of 

categories; 

Plaintiff contends that POF.Com presents a user with an interface from which the 

user can make a selection of a category from a plurality of categories. 

 

 

 

 

 

Information associated with the participant or individual (for example, partial 

information is shown). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Interface for user for making a selection of a category from a plurality of categories 

(for example, sex, age range, distance, location, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

in response to receiving the 

selection of the category by 

the user, present, for the 

user, some of the 

information associated with 

each of multiple participants 

from the plurality of 

participants which match the 

selection of the category by 

Plaintiff contends that based on the selection of the category, some of the 

information associated with each of multiple participants from the plurality of 

participants is displayed to the user which matches the selection of the category by 

the user. Also, contact information of each of the multiple participants is shielded 

from the user. 

 

 

 

User can 

make a 

selection 

of a 

category 

from a 

plurality 

of 

categories 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

the user, while shielding 

contact information 

associated with each of the 

multiple participants; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Receiving selection of the category by the user 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Receiving 

selection 

of the 

category 

by the 

user 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

 

Based on the selection of the category, a list of participants (along with some of their 

information) is presented to the user, matching the selection of the category. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

wherein displaying some of 

the information associated 

with each of the multiple 

participants is based at least 

in part on a rating of 

individual participants in the 

plurality of participants; 

Plaintiff contends that the information associated with each of the multiple 

participants is displayed based on a rating of individual participant in the plurality 

of participants. For example, those participants who remain online (or new 

participants) and who will most likely respond quickly to any user’s inquiry, they 

are displayed first in the list. That is, list is displayed based on a rating system 

depending upon responsiveness or response-time of each participant.  

 

 

Any associated contact information of the participant 

such as emails, messaging identifier, etc. remains 

hidden from the user. 

The information of each participant is displayed based on a rating system 

(for example, based on “Last Visit”) as “Online Now”, then after “Online 

Today”, and so on. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

*** 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

enabling the user to send an 

inquiry message to one or 

more of the multiple 

participants, while shielding 

the contact information from 

the user, the contact 

information including any 

messaging identifier that is 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants; 

Plaintiff contends that user can send enquiry message(s) to one or more participants 

or candidates, while the contact information associated with each participant (such 

as emails, messaging identifiers, etc.) remains hidden or shielded from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

Any type of contact 

information 

associated with the 

participant such as 

email, messaging 

identifier, etc. 

remains hidden or 

shielded from the 

user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

User can send 

inquiry message(s) 

to the 

participant(s), 

while the contact 

information 

remains hidden 

from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

tracking a response time of 

each of the one or more 

participants who received 

the message from the user; 

and 

Plaintiff contends that response-time of each participant who received the message 

from the user is tracked. Some participants respond quickly, thus, have quick 

response-time; while some participants respond slowly, thus, they have slow 

response-time. And accordingly, each participant’s rating within the search results 

gets updated. 

 

POF.com provides its own messaging interface so that contact 

details of the participant(s) such as emails, messaging identifiers, 

etc. remain hidden from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

Response-time 

of each 

participant is 

tracked 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

updating the rating 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants 

based at least in part on the 

tracked response time. 

Plaintiff contends that rating of each participant is updated based on his or her 

response time (that is, quick response-time, slow response-time, no-response, etc.). 

Activity (including response-time) of each participant is monitored on the website 

and accordingly each participant’s rating gets updated within the list of search 

results.  
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*** 

Each participant is ranked or rated based on his or her online activity as, for example, “Online Now”, 

“Online Today”, and so on (that is, based on responsiveness or response-time). Participants who respond to 

any user inquiry quickly or in short-time (that is, with quick response-time), they are assigned different 

rating within the list of search results as compared to those participants who do not reply or take too long 

to respond back (that is, with slow response-time or no response-time). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from POF.Com website by creating a user profile] 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Response-time 

of each 

participant is 

tracked to 

update his or 

her rating. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (pof.com) 

 

 

• These allegations of infringement are preliminary and are therefore subject to change.  

15. POF has and continues to induce infringement. POF has actively encouraged or instructed 

others (e.g., its customers and/or the customers of its related companies), and continues to do so, 

on how to use its products and services (e.g., online dating services on the Internet] and related 

services that provide online dating services across the Internet such as to cause infringement of 

claims 1–11 of the ’107 patent, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents.  Moreover, POF has 

known of the ’107 patent and the technology underlying it from at least the date of issuance of the 

patent.     

16. POF has caused and will continue to cause NETSOC damage by direct and indirect 

infringement of (including inducing infringement of) the claims of the ’107 patent.  

C. OKCupid 

 

17. OKCupid owns, maintains, operates, and administers a website at www.okcupid.com that 

infringes one or more claims of the ‘107 patent, including at least claims 1-11, literally or under 

the doctrine of equivalents. OKCupid put the inventions claimed by the ‘107 Patent into service 

(i.e., used them); but for OKCupid’s actions, the claimed-inventions embodiments involving 

OKCupid’s products and services would never have been put into service.  OKCupid’s acts 

                                                                                         
 Case 3:18-cv-01809-N   Document 26   Filed 12/07/18    Page 34 of 84   PageID 519



  35 
 

complained of herein caused those claimed-invention embodiments as a whole to perform, and 

OKCupid’s procurement of monetary and commercial benefit from it. 

18. Support for the allegations of infringement may be found in the following preliminary 

table: 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

6. A computer system 

comprising: 

Plaintiff contends that OkCupid.Com provides computer system that is, one or 

more servers or databases to provide its services. 

 

(Privacy | OkCupid (Webpage, 2016)) at 1. 

 

Id. at 4. 

a memory to store a list 

comprising a plurality of 

participants, wherein each 

participant in the plurality 

of participants corresponds 

to one or more individuals, 

wherein the list also 

includes information 

Plaintiff contends that by using one or more servers or data-centers (which contain 

processors and memory), OkCupid.Com stores and maintains data of one or more 

participants or individuals along with their information. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

associated with at least one 

of each participant or the 

one or more individuals that 

correspond to each 

participant; 

one or more processors that 

execute instructions to: 

maintain the list; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Privacy | OkCupid (Webpage, 2016)) at 1. 

 

Id. at 4. 

OkCupid.com maintains data of its customers along with their associated information 

(like name, age, sex, location, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

                                                                                         
 Case 3:18-cv-01809-N   Document 26   Filed 12/07/18    Page 37 of 84   PageID 522



  38 
 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

present a user with an 

interface from which the 

user makes a selection of a 

category from a plurality of 

categories; 

Plaintiff contends that OkCupid.Com presents a user with an interface from which 

the user can make a selection of a category from a plurality of categories (for 

example, sex, age range, location, etc.). 

 

Information 

associated 

with the 

participant 

or individual 

(partial 

information 

is shown as 

an example). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

 

Some additional examples of category selection are: 

 

 

Interface for user for making a selection of a category from a plurality of categories 

(for example, sex, age range, distance, location, looks, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Category 

selection based 

on Background 

or Availability 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Category 

selection 

based on 

Personality 

or Vices 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

in response to receiving the 

selection of the category by 

the user, present, for the 

user, some of the 

information associated with 

each of multiple participants 

from the plurality of 

participants which match the 

selection of the category by 

Plaintiff contends that based on the selection of the category, some of the 

information associated with each of multiple participants from the plurality of 

participants is displayed to the user which matches the selection of the category by 

the user. Also, contact information of each of the multiple participants is shielded 

from the user. 

 

Category 

selection 

based on 

Questions 

and Other 

Criteria 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

the user, while shielding 

contact information 

associated with each of the 

multiple participants; 

 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

 

Some additional examples of category selection are: 

Interface for user for making a selection of a category from a plurality of categories (for 

example, sex, age range, distance, location, looks, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Category 

selection based 

on Background 

or Availability 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Category 

selection 

based on 

Personality 

or Vices 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

*** 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

Category 

selection 

based on 

Questions 

and Other 

Criteria 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

Based on the 

selection of 

the category, a 

list of 

participants 

(along with 

some of their 

information) is 

presented to 

the user, 

which matches 

the selection 

of the 

category. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

wherein displaying some of 

the information associated 

with each of the multiple 

participants is based at least 

in part on a rating of 

Plaintiff contends that the information associated with each of the multiple 

participants is displayed based on a rating of individual participants in the plurality 

of participants. 

 

Any associated 

contact 

information of 

the participant 

such as emails, 

messaging 

identifier, etc. 

remains hidden 

from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

individual participants in the 

plurality of participants; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

The information of each participant is displayed based on a rating system based on 

multiple factors like match percentage, distance, activity on the website, response, 

etc. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

enabling the user to send an 

inquiry message to one or 

more of the multiple 

participants, while shielding 

the contact information from 

the user, the contact 

information including any 

messaging identifier that is 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants; 

Plaintiff contends that user can send enquiry message(s) to one or more participants 

or candidates, while the contact information associated with each participant (such 

as emails, messaging identifiers, etc.) remains hidden or shielded from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

User (after clicking on the “Like” button) can send enquiry 

message(s) to the participant(s), while the contact information 

remains hidden from the user. 

OkCupid.com provides its own messaging interface so that contact details of the 

participant(s) such as emails, messaging identifiers, etc. remain hidden from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

(OkCupid | How to send a message (Webpage)) at 1. 

 

(OkCupid | Privacy Controls (Webpage)) at 2. 

tracking a response time of 

each of the one or more 

participants who received 

Plaintiff contends that response-time of each participant who received the message 

from the user is tracked. Different participants have different response-time as 

quick-response time, slow response-time, no-response, etc. And accordingly, each 

participant’s rating within the search results gets updated. 

                                                                                         
 Case 3:18-cv-01809-N   Document 26   Filed 12/07/18    Page 53 of 84   PageID 538



  54 
 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

the message from the user; 

and 

 

(OkCupid | How to send a message (Webpage)). 

 

 

(Privacy | OkCupid (Webpage, 2018)). 

 

 

Response-time 

of each 

participant is 

tracked 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

(OkCupid: Global Messaging | Michael P. Geraci (Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 

 (Online Dating Advice: Optimum Message Length (Webpage, 2009)) at 1. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

updating the rating 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants 

based at least in part on the 

tracked response time. 

Plaintiff contends that rating of each participant is updated based on his or her 

response time (that is, quick response-time, slow response-time, no-response, etc.). 

Rating of each participant is based on multiple parameters like match percentage, 

distance, online activity on the website (which also includes response-time), etc. 

Online activity including response-time of each participant is monitored and 

accordingly each participant’s rating gets updated within the search results. That is, 

the participant who remains active on the website (with quick response time) gets 

different rating compared to those participants who remain inactive or offline (that 

is slow or no response-time). 

 

 

 (Privacy | OkCupid (Webpage, 2018)) at 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each participant’s activity (including response-time) is tracked and his or her rating gets updated based on the tracked 

response-time. Active participants (with quick response-time) who will most likely respond to any user’ message, they 

are assigned different rating compared to inactive or less-active participants (with no or slow response-time). That is, 

response-time is one of the key parameters in deciding rating of each participant within the search results. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from OkCupid.Com website by creating a user profile]  

 

Green Icon 

indicates 

online 

participant 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (okcupid.com) 

 

 (OkCupid: Global Messaging | Michael P. Geraci (Webpage)) at 1. 

 

(Online Dating Advice: Optimum Message Length (Webpage, 2009)) at 1. 

 

• These allegations of infringement are preliminary and are therefore subject to change.  

19. OKCupid has and continues to induce infringement. OKCupid has actively encouraged or 

instructed others (e.g., its customers and/or the customers of its related companies), and continues 

to do so, on how to use its products and services (e.g., online dating services on the Internet] and 

related services that provide online dating services across the Internet such as to cause infringement 

Response-time 

of each 

participant is 

tracked 
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of claims 1–11 of the ’107 patent, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents.  Moreover, 

OKCupid has known of the ’107 patent and the technology underlying it from at least the date of 

issuance of the patent.  OKCupid has caused and will continue to cause NETSOC damage by direct 

and indirect infringement of (including inducing infringement of) the claims of the ’107 patent. 

D. Match.com 

 

20. Match Group maintains, operates, and administers a website at www.match.com that 

infringes one or more claims of the ‘107 patent, including at least claims 1-11, literally or under 

the doctrine of equivalents. Defendant put the inventions claimed by the ‘107 Patent into service 

(i.e., used them); but for Defendant’s actions, the claimed-inventions embodiments involving 

Defendant’s products and services would never have been put into service.  Defendant’s acts 

complained of herein caused those claimed-invention embodiments as a whole to perform, and 

Defendant’s procurement of monetary and commercial benefit from it. 

21. Support for the allegations of infringement may be found in the following preliminary 

table: 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

6. A computer system 

comprising: 

Plaintiff contends that Match.com provides computer system that is, one or more 

servers or databases to provide its services. 

 

 (Inside Match.com | Financial Times (Webpage, 2011)) at 5. 

Match.com provides its own 

messaging tool or interface 

so that contact details of the 

participant(s) such as emails, 

messaging identifiers, etc. 

remain hidden from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

a memory to store a list 

comprising a plurality of 

participants, wherein each 

participant in the plurality 

of participants corresponds 

to one or more individuals, 

wherein the list also 

includes information 

associated with at least one 

of each participant or the 

one or more individuals that 

correspond to each 

participant; 

one or more processors that 

execute instructions to: 

maintain the list; 

Plaintiff contends that by using one or more servers or databases (which contain 

processors and memory), Match.com stores and maintains data of one or more 

participants or individuals along with their information. 

 

 

 

 

 (Looking for a perfect match-Why not try big data analysis this time? (2015, 

Webpage)) at 3. 

 

Id. at 1. 

 

Match.com maintains data of its customers along with their associated information 

(like name, age, sex, location, etc.). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 (Inside Match.com | Financial Times (Webpage, 2011)) at 5. 

 

 

 (How It Works (2018, Webpage)) at 1. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

present a user with an 

interface from which the 

user makes a selection of a 

category from a plurality of 

categories; 

Plaintiff contends that Match.com presents a user with an interface from which 

the user can make a selection of a category from a plurality of categories (for 

example, sex, age range, location, etc.). 

 

 

(How It Works (2018, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 

Information 

associated 

with the 

customer or 

individual 

(partial 

information 

is shown as 

an 

example). 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Some additional examples of category selection are: 

 

*** 

Category 

selection based 

on visibility or 

keyword 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

*** 

 

*** 

Category 

selection based 

on interests like 

sports, hobbies, 

and pets 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

  

*** 

Category selection 

based on looks 

such as body 

types, hair colors, 

eye colors and 

height 

Category selection 

based on personal 

such as family, 

ethnicity, astrology, 

education, and 

languages  
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

in response to receiving the 

selection of the category by 

the user, present, for the 

user, some of the 

information associated with 

each of multiple participants 

from the plurality of 

participants which match 

the selection of the category 

by the user, while shielding 

contact information 

associated with each of the 

multiple participants; 

Plaintiff contends that based on the selection of the category, some of the 

information associated with each of multiple participants from the plurality of 

participants is displayed to the user which matches the selection of the category 

by the user. Also, contact information of each of the multiple participants is 

shielded from the user. 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

Category selection 

based on lifestyle 

such as healthy 

habits, faith, 

occupation, 

income and 

politics 

Example 

of 

selection 

of the 

category 

by the 

user 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

Some additional examples of category selection are: 

 

*** 

 

*** 

 

Category 

selection 

based on 

visibility or 

keyword 

Category 

selection based 

on interests like 

sports, hobbies, 

and pets 

Category selection 

based on looks 

such as body 

types, hair colors, 

eye colors and 

height 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

*** 

 

*** 

Category selection 

based on personal 

such as family, 

ethnicity, astrology, 

education, and 

languages  

 

                                                                                         
 Case 3:18-cv-01809-N   Document 26   Filed 12/07/18    Page 68 of 84   PageID 553



  69 
 

Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

Category 

selection 

based on 

lifestyle such 

as healthy 

habits, faith, 

occupation, 

income and 

politics 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

Based on the 

selection of 

the category, a 

list of 

participants 

(along with 

some of their 

information) is 

displayed to 

the user, 

which matches 

the selection 

of the 

category. 

Also, contact 

information 

of each 

participant 

remains 

hidden or 

shielded from 

the user 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 (Profile Guidelines (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

wherein displaying some of 

the information associated 

with each of the multiple 

participants is based at least 

in part on a rating of 

Plaintiff contends that the information associated with each of the multiple 

participants is displayed based on a rating of individual participants in the 

plurality of participants. That is, those candidates who remain online or active 

most of the time on the website, they are given different rating in the list as 

compared to those candidates who remain less active or offline on the website. 

Any associated 

contact 

information of 

the participant 

such as emails, 

messaging 

identifier, etc. 

remains 

hidden from 

the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

individual participants in the 

plurality of participants; 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

The information of each participant 

is displayed based on a rating 

system; new or online or active 

candidates are given higher rating 

in the list and are therefore 

displayed first in the list, compared 

to less active or offline candidates. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

enabling the user to send an 

inquiry message to one or 

more of the multiple 

participants, while shielding 

the contact information from 

the user, the contact 

information including any 

messaging identifier that is 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants; 

Plaintiff contends that user can send enquiry message(s) to one or more 

participants or candidates, while the contact information associated with each 

participant (such as emails, messaging identifiers, etc.) remains hidden or 

shielded from the user. 

 

Offline 

candidates or 

candidates with 

less activity on 

the website, 

they are 

assigned low 

rating within 

the list. 

Any type of contact information 

associated with the participant such 

as email, messaging identifier, etc. 

remains hidden or shielded from the 

user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

 

 

User can send 

inquiry 

message(s) to the 

participant(s), 

while the contact 

information 

remains hidden 

from the user. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 (Profile Guidelines (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 (Email-Sending (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 (Getting in touch with your matches (2018, Webpage)) at 2. 

tracking a response time of 

each of the one or more 

participants who received 

the message from the user; 

and 

Plaintiff contends that responsiveness or response-time of each participant who 

received the message from the user is tracked. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 (Email-Sending (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 (Text Flirting Tips for Guys (2017, Webpage)) at 3. 

 

 

 (Match - Find Singles with Match's Online Dating Personals Service (2011, 

Webpage)) at 1. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 ("Online Now" and "Active Within" Explanation (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

 

 

 (The top 5 Most Cryptic Texts, Decrypted (2018, Webpage)) at 1. 

updating the rating 

associated with each of the 

one or more participants 

 

 

 

New, online or active 

candidates who 

most likely respond 

to any user’s query 

quickly or within a 

short time (that is, 

highly responsive 

candidates) are 

assigned different 

ratings compared to 

those candidates 

who remain less 

active or remain 

offline most of the 

time. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

based at least in part on the 

tracked response time. 

 

Plaintiff contends that the rating of each participant is updated based on his or her 

responsiveness or response time. That is, those candidates who remain online or 

active most of the time on the website are given higher rating in the list because it 

is highly likely that they will respond quickly to any user’s query and are, 

therefore, displayed first in the list compared to those candidates who remain less 

active or offline or inactive on the website. That is, response-time is one of the 

key parameters in updating the rating of each participant. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 

[Snapshot taken from Match.com website by creating a user profile] 

 

 

Attachment 8 ("Online Now" and "Active Within" Explanation (2017, 

Webpage)) at 1. 

Offline candidates 

or candidates with 

low activity on the 

website, they are 

assigned low rating 

within the list 

because of their low 

activity or 

responsiveness. 
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Exemplary Claim 6 Accused Product (match.com) 

 

 

Attachment 6 (Text Flirting Tips for Guys (2017, Webpage)) at 3. 

 

 

Attachment 2 (No Response to Emails (2017, Webpage)) at 1. 

 

• These allegations of infringement are preliminary and are therefore subject to change.  

22. Match Group has and continues to induce infringement. Match Group has actively 

encouraged or instructed others (e.g., its customers and/or the customers of its related companies), 

and continues to do so, on how to use its products and services (e.g., online dating services on the 

Internet] and related services that provide online dating services across the Internet such as to cause 

infringement of claims 1–11 of the ’107 patent, literally or under the doctrine of equivalents.  

Moreover, Match Group has known of the ’107 patent and the technology underlying it from at 

least the date of issuance of the patent.     

23. Match Group has caused and will continue to cause NETSOC damage by direct and 

indirect infringement of (including inducing infringement of) the claims of the ’107 patent. 
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IV. JURY DEMAND 

 

NETSOC hereby requests a trial by jury on issues so triable by right. 

V. PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 

i. WHEREFORE, NETSOC prays for relief as follows: 

a. enter judgment that Defendants have infringed the claims of the ‘107 patent through 

each of tinder.com; okcupid.com; pof.com; and match.com; 

b. award NETSOC damages in an amount sufficient to compensate it for Defendants’ 

infringement of the ’107 patent, in an amount no less than a reasonable royalty or 

lost profits, together with pre-judgment and post-judgment interest and costs under 

35 U.S.C. § 284; 

c. award NETSOC an accounting for acts of infringement not presented at trial and 

an award by the Court of additional damage for any such acts of infringement; 

d. declare this case to be “exceptional” under 35 U.S.C. § 285 and award NETSOC 

its attorneys’ fees, expenses, and costs incurred in this action; 

e. declare Defendants’ infringement to be willful and treble the damages, including 

attorneys’ fees, expenses, and costs incurred in this action and an increase in the 

damage award pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284; 

f. a decree addressing future infringement that either (i) awards a permanent 

injunction enjoining Defendants and their agents, servants, employees, affiliates, 

divisions, and subsidiaries, and those in association with Defendants from 

infringing the claims of the Patents-in-Suit, or (ii) awards damages for future 

infringement in lieu of an injunction in an amount consistent with the fact that for 
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future infringement the Defendants will be an adjudicated infringer of a valid 

patent, and trebles that amount in view of the fact that the future infringement will 

be willful as a matter of law; and 

g. award NETSOC such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

      Respectfully submitted, 

Ramey & Schwaller, LLP 

 

By: /s/ William P. Ramey, III 

      William P. Ramey, III 

      Texas Bar No. 24027643 

      5020 Montrose Blvd., Suite 750 

      Houston, Texas 77006 

      (713) 426-3923 (telephone) 

      (832) 900-4941 (fax) 

wramey@rameyfirm.com 

Attorneys for NetSoc, LLC  
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