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Brandon C. Fernald (SBN 222429) 

brandon@fernaldlawgroup.com 

FERNALD LAW GROUP APC 

510 West Sixth Street, Suite 700 

Los Angeles, California 90014 

Telephone: 323.410.0320 
Facsimile: 323.410.0330 

Shekhar Vyas (SBN 229853) 

STAMOULIS & WEINBLATT LLC 

302 Washington Street, #150-2028  

San Diego, CA 92103 

Telephone:  (302) 999-1540 

Facsimile:  (302) 762-1688 

vyas@swdelaw.com 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Remote Imaging Solutions LLC 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

WESTERN DIVISION 

REMOTE IMAGING SOLUTIONS LLC ) 

) 

Plaintiff, ) 

) Civil Action No. _____________ 

v. )  

) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED 

DJI TECHNOLOGY, INC. ) 

) 

Defendant. ) 

) 

COMPLAINT 

For its Complaint, Plaintiff Remote Imaging Solutions LLC ("RIS"), by and through the 

undersigned counsel, alleges as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1. RIS is a Texas limited liability company with a place of business located at 1400

Preston Road, Suite 400, Plano, Texas 75093.  
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2. Defendant DJI Technology, Inc. is a California company with, upon information 

and belief, a place of business located at 201 S. Victory Boulevard, Burbank, California 91502. 

3. On February 8, 2019, RIS' licensing agent sent an e-mail to Defendant's specified 

e-mail address for "Intellectual Property" – dept-ip@dji.com – located on Defendant's website, 

see https://www.dji.com/contact, providing Defendant information regarding U.S. Patent No. 

8,918,230 and Defendant's products accused of infringement herein. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

4. This action arises under the Patent Act, 35 U.S.C. § 1 et seq.   

5. Subject matter jurisdiction is proper in this Court under 28 U.S.C.  

§§ 1331 and 1338. 

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant conducts substantial business in this 

forum, directly or through intermediaries, including:  (i) at least a portion of the infringements 

alleged herein; and (ii) regularly doing or soliciting business, engaging in other persistent courses 

of conduct and/or deriving substantial revenue from goods and services provided to individuals 

in this district. 

7. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to §§ 1391(b), (c) and 1400(b). 

THE PATENT-IN-SUIT 

8. On December 23, 2014, U.S. Patent No. 8,918,230 (the "'230 patent"), entitled 

"Teleoperation of Unmanned Ground Vehicle," was duly and lawfully issued by the U.S. Patent 

and Trademark Office.  A true and correct copy of the '230 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

9. RIS is the assignee and owner of the right, title and interest in and to the '230 

patent, including the right to assert all causes of action arising under said patent and the right to 

any remedies for infringement of it. 
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COUNT I – INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 8,918,230 

10. RIS repeats and realleges the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 9 as if fully set 

forth herein. 

11. Without license or authorization and in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), Defendant 

has infringed and continues to infringe at least claim 9 of the '230 patent by making, using, 

importing, offering for sale, and/or selling methods for controlling an unmanned vehicle, 

including, but not limited to, Inspire 1, Inspire 1Pro/Raw and Inspire 2 with their associated 

software (collectively, the "Accused Devices"), because each and every element is met either 

literally or equivalently.  

12. Upon information and belief, Defendant used the Accused Devices via its internal 

use and testing in the United States, directly infringing one or more claims of the '230 patent. 

13. More specifically and upon information and belief, the Accused Devices are a 

computerized method for controlling an unmanned vehicle.   
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https://www.dji.com/inspire-1/app#sub-feature.   
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https://www.dji.com/inspire-1/app#autopilot.   

 

https://www.dji.com/inspire-1-pro-and-raw.   
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https://www.dji.com/inspire-2/features#subNavBar.   

14. The DJI GO App is installed on a smart phone, and the smart phone receives a 

request (via the DJI GO app) to control the unmanned vehicle (e.g., the user selects "Go Fly" on 

the mobile device): 

 

Inspire 1 Quick Start Guide ("Inspire 1 Quick Start") at p. 6 of 10  (available at 

http://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/INSPIRE+1+series/20170929+/INSPIRE_1_QSG_V2.2_EN.pdf

). 
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Id. at p. 8 of 10. 

 

Inspire 1 Raw User Manual ("Inspire 1 Raw Manual") at p. 3 (available at 

https://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/INSPIRE+1+series/20171221/INSPIRE_1_RAW_User_Manual

_EN.pdf). 

 

Id.at p. 59. 

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 7 of 48   Page ID #:7



 
 

 
 

8 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Quick Start Guide ("Inspire 1 PRO Quick Start") at p. 6 of 10 (available at  

http://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/INSPIRE+1+series/20170929+/INSPIRE_1_PRO_QSG_V2.2_E

N.pdf). 

 

Id. at p. 8 of 10. 
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Inspire 2 Series Quick Start Guide ("Inspire 2 Quick Start Guide") at p. 5 (available at  

https://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/inspire_2/20180428/Inspire_2_Series_QSG_Multi.pdf). 

 

Id. at p. 7.   

15. The smart phone establishes wireless communication with the unmanned vehicle 

(e.g., the DJI GO app communicates wirelessly to the aircraft via the transmitter). 

 

Inspire 1 Quick Start at p. 8 of 10. 
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Id. at p. 7 of 10. 

 

Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 59. 
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Id. at p. 31. 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Quick Start at p. 8 of 10. 
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Id. at p. 7 of 10. 

 

Inspire 2 Quick Start Guide at p. 7.   
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Id.at p. 6. 

16. The smart phone communicates with the unmanned vehicle. 
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Inspire 1 User Manual ("Inspire 1 Manual") at p. 38 (available at 

https://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/INSPIRE+1+series/20171221/INSPIRE_1_V2.0_User_Manual

_EN.pdf). 

 

Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 45. 
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Inspire 1 PRO User Manual ("Inspire 1 PRO Manual") at p. 41 (available at 

https://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/INSPIRE+1+series/20171221/INSPIRE_1_PRO_User_Manual

_EN.pdf). 

 

Inspire 2 Series User Manual ("Inspire 2 Manual") at p. 48 (available at 

https://dl.djicdn.com/downloads/inspire_2/20180910/INSPIRE_2_SERIES_User_Manual_EN.p

df). 
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Id. at p. 49. 

17. The smart phone receives a video stream from the Accused Devices' cameras. 

 

Inspire 1 Manual at p. 41.   

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 16 of 48   Page ID #:16



 
 

 
 

17 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 59. 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 44. 
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Inspire 2 Manual at p. 53. 

18. The video stream and vehicle controls are displayed on the smart phone's touch 

sensitive display screen. 

 

Inspire 1 Manual at p. 41.   
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Id.at p. 42. 
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Id. at p. 43. 
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Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 59. 
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Id. at p. 60. 
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Id. at p. 61. 
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Id. at p. 62. 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 44. 
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Id. at p. 45. 
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Id. at p. 46. 
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Id. at p. 47. 
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Id.at p. 49. 

 

Inspire 2 Manual at p. 53. 
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Id. at p . 54. 

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 29 of 48   Page ID #:29



 
 

 
 

30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Id.at p. 55. 

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 30 of 48   Page ID #:30



 
 

 
 

31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Id. at p. 56. 

19. The video stream and vehicle controls are displayed on the smart phone's touch 

sensitive display screen. 
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Inspire 1 Manual at p. 37. 

 

Id. at p. 38. 
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Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 45. 
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Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 40. 

 

Id. at p. 41. 
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Inspire 2 Manual at p. 48. 

 

Id. at p. 49. 

20. Manipulating the vehicle controls (e.g., return to home control directs the 

unmanned vehicle to fly back to its takeoff position) directs the unmanned vehicle to fly back to 

its takeoff position. 
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Inspire 1 Manual at p. 41.   

 

Id. at p. 43. 

 

Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 59. 
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Id. at p. 61. 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 44. 

 

Id.at p. 49. 
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Inspire 2 Manual at p. 53. 

 

Id. at p. 56. 

21. Manipulating the vehicle controls (e.g., gimbal controls) directs the unmanned 

vehicle. 

 

Inspire 1 Manual at p. 37. 
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Id. at p. 38. 
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Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 45. 
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Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 40. 

 

Id. at p. 41. 
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Inspire 2 Manual at p. 48. 

 

Id. at p. 49. 

22. The Accused Devices include a control to command the unmanned vehicle to one 

or more predetermined poses. 

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 42 of 48   Page ID #:42



 
 

 
 

43 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Inspire 1 Manual at p. 28. 

 

Id. at p. 29. 

 

 

Inspire 1 RAW Manual at p. 12. 

Case 2:19-cv-02670   Document 1   Filed 04/08/19   Page 43 of 48   Page ID #:43



 
 

 
 

44 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

 

Inspire 1 PRO Manual at p. 29. 

 

Id. at p. 30. 

 

Inspire 2 Manual at p. 39. 

23. Defendant has been on notice of the '230 patens since, at the latest, its receipt 

of RIS' licensing agent's e-mail dated February 8, 2019. 
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24. Upon information and belief, Defendant has not altered its infringing conduct 

after receiving the February 8, 2019 e-mail. 

25. Upon information and belief, Defendant's continued infringement despite its 

knowledge of the '230 patent and the accusation of infringement has been objectively 

reckless and willful. 

26. In particular, Defendant's customers' and end-users' use of Defendant's 

products that include methods for controlling an unmanned vehicle, including, but not limited 

to, the Accused Devices, that is facilitated by the use of the technology patented under the '230 

patent.  Thus, Defendant's customers and end-users are able to use and benefit from products 

that utilize a method for controlling an unmanned vehicle.   

27. On information and belief, in order to generate profits and revenues, Defendant 

markets and promotes, e.g., through its website, advertising and sales personnel, the use of its 

products that infringe the '230 patent when used as intended by Defendant's customers and 

end-users.  Defendant's customers and end-users use such products (including, e.g., the 

Accused Devices).  Defendant further instructs its customers and end-users how to use such 

products in a manner that infringe the '230 patent (e.g., through on-line technical 

documentation, instructions, and technical support).  Defendant further instructs its customers 

and end-users to infringe the '230 patent through the products themselves, e.g., through 

instructions. 

28. In particular, Defendant instructs its customers and end-users through at least 

on-line support instructions and documentation over the Internet how to use the Accused 

Products. 

29. Defendant still further makes such products accessible to its customers and 
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end-users via the Internet, thus enabling and encouraging its customers and end-users to use 

such products to infringe the '230 patent. 

30. On information and belief, even though Defendant has been aware of the '230 

patent since no later than its receipt of the February 8, 2019 e-mail and Defendant has neither 

made any changes to the functionality or operations of its methods for controlling an 

unmanned vehicle, to avoid infringing the '230 patent.  To date, Defendant has not identified 

a single action that it has taken to avoid infringement (e.g., by designing around) since it 

became aware of the '230 patent. 

31. On information and belief, Defendant itself is unaware of any legal or factual 

basis that its actions do not constitute direct or indirect infringement of the '230 patent.  To 

date, Defendant has not produced any opinion of counsel, request for opinion of counsel, 

evaluation, analysis, or investigation relating to the validity, scope, interpretation, 

construction, enforceability, unenforceability, or the infringement or potential infringement 

of any claim of the '230 patent. 

32. As such, on information and belief, despite the information Defendant 

obtained from February 8, 2019 e-mail, Defendant continues to specifically intend for and 

encourage its customers and end-users to use its products in a manner that infringe the claims 

of the '230 patent.  In addition, since at least its receipt of RIS' licensing agent's February 8, 

2010 e-mail, Defendant has deliberately avoided taking any actions (e.g., designing around or 

providing notice to its customers) to avoid confirming that its actions continue to specifically 

encourage its customers and end-users to use its products in a manner that infringe the claims 

of the '230 patent. 

33. Defendant's actions of, inter alia, making, importing, using, offering for sale, 
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and/or selling such systems and methods constitute an objectively high likelihood of 

infringement of the '230 patent, which was duly issued by the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office and are presumed valid.  Since at least its receipt of RIS' licensing agent's 

e-mail dated February 8, 2019, Defendant was aware that there is an objectively high  

likelihood that its actions constituted infringement of the '230 patent and that the '230 patent 

is valid.  Despite Defendant's knowledge of that risk, on information and belief, Defendant 

has not made any changes to the relevant operation of its accused methods.  Instead, 

Defendant continued to, among other things, make, use, offer for sale, and/or sell  products 

and/or services patented under the '230 patent.  As such, Defendant willfully, wantonly and 

deliberately infringed the '230 patent in disregard of RIS' rights under the '230 patent. 

34. RIS is entitled to recover from Defendant the damages sustained by RIS as a 

result of Defendant's infringement of the '230 patent in an amount subject to proof at trial, which, 

by law, cannot be less than a reasonable royalty, together with interest and costs as fixed by this 

Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284. 

 

JURY DEMAND 

RIS hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues so triable. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, RIS requests that this Court enter judgment against Defendant as 

follows: 

A. An adjudication that Defendant has infringed the '230 patent; 

B. A judgment that Defendant has induced infringement of the '230 patent; 

C. An award of damages to be paid by Defendant adequate to compensate RIS for 

Defendant's past infringement of the '230 patent and any continuing or future infringement 
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through the date such judgment is entered, including interest, costs, expenses and an accounting 

of all infringing acts including, but not limited to, those acts not presented at trial; 

D. An award of enhanced damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284 for Defendant 's 

willful infringement of the '230 patent subsequent to the date of its notice of the '230 patent; 

E. A declaration that this case is exceptional under 35 U.S.C. § 285, and an award of 

RIS' reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

F. An award to RIS of such further relief at law or in equity as the Court deems just 

and proper.    

Dated:  April 4, 2019 /s/ Brandon C. Fernald   

Brandon C. Fernald (SBN 222429) 

brandon@fernaldlawgroup.com 

FERNALD LAW GROUP APC 

510 West Sixth Street, Suite 700 

Los Angeles, California 90014 

Telephone: 323.410.0320 

Facsimile: 323.410.0330 

 

Shekhar Vyas (SBN 229853) 

STAMOULIS & WEINBLATT LLC 

302 Washington Street, #150-2028  

San Diego, CA 92103 

Telephone:  (302) 999-1540 

Facsimile:  (302) 762-1688 

vyas@swdelaw.com 

 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

Remote Imaging Solutions LLC 
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