
 

  
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

L
A

T
H

R
O

P
 G

A
G

E
 L

L
P

 

1
8
8
8

 C
E

N
T

U
R

Y
 P

A
R

K
 E

A
S

T
, 

S
U

IT
E

 1
0

0
0
 

L
O

S
 A

N
G

E
L

E
S
, 

C
A

 9
0

0
6
7
 

ANDREW Y. CHOUNG (SBN 203192) 

achoung@lathropgage.com  

ERICA J. VAN LOON (SBN 227712) 

evanloon@lathropgage.com  

LATHROP GAGE LLP 

1888 Century Park East, Suite 1000 

Los Angeles, CA 90067 

Telephone: (310) 789-4600 

Facsimile:  (310) 789-4601 
 

Attorneys for Plaintiff GCI Outdoor, Inc. 

 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

CENTRAL DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

WESTERN DIVISION 

 

 

GCI Outdoor, Inc., 

  

 Plaintiff, 

 

v. 

 

MacSports Inc., 

 

 Defendants 

Case No.  2:19-cv-09442 

 

COMPLAINT FOR: 

 

Patent Infringement 

 

 

 

Jury Trial Demanded 

  
 

31893812 

Case 2:19-cv-09442   Document 1   Filed 11/01/19   Page 1 of 52   Page ID #:1

mailto:achoung@lathropgage.com
mailto:evanloon@lathropgage.com


 

 
COMPLAINT 

-1- 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Plaintiff GCI Outdoor, Inc. (hereinafter “GCI” or “Plaintiff”) brings this action against or 

MacSports Inc. (hereinafter “MacSports” or “Defendant”) for patent infringement.   

PARTIES 

 1. GCI is a Connecticut corporation with a principal place of business at 457 Killingworth 

Road, Higganum, Connecticut 06441. 

 2. Upon information and belief, MacSports is a company organized under the laws of 

California with a principal place of business at 82083 Puddingstone Drive, La Verne, California 

91750. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

 3. This Court has jurisdiction over this action under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338. 

 4. MacSports is subject to personal jurisdiction in this Court as evidenced by its systematic 

and continuous contacts with the Central District of California, and because MacSports resides in this 

District.  Upon information and belief, MacSports regularly transacts business in this District and has 

offered for sale the infringing products that are the subject of this action into this District. 

 5.  Venue is proper in this jurisdiction pursuant to, inter alia, 28 U.S.C. § 1391. 

BACKGROUND 

 6. This is an action for injunctive relief and damages arising from MacSports’ 

infringement of GCI’s patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271. 

 7. GCI designs, manufactures and sells portable and collapsible articles of furniture, 

including but not limited to collapsible and portable rocking chairs, such as GCI’s Freestyle RockerTM, 

Mesh Freestyle RockerTM, Beach RockerTM and FirePit RockerTM (collectively hereinafter GCI’s 

“Director Chair Rockers”). 

 8. Since GCI was founded in 1996, innovation has played an important role in each 

product GCI designs.  GCI owns over a dozen U.S. patents directed to a variety of outdoor furniture, 

such as chairs, tables, and other equipment. 

 

Case 2:19-cv-09442   Document 1   Filed 11/01/19   Page 2 of 52   Page ID #:2



 

 
COMPLAINT 

-2- 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

9. GCI’s ingenuity, unsurpassed customer service, and continued investment in 

innovation have made it a leader in the outdoor products industry.  GCI produces feature-rich, 

innovative products that align with its company philosophy, “Think Outside.™” 

 10. Owners, Co-Presidents, and lifelong friends Dan Grace and Jeff Polke have grown GCI 

into a world-wide business, headquartered in Higganum, Connecticut.  Today, GCI’s products are sold 

by over 250 retailers in more than 3,000 stores worldwide. 

 11. GCI’s line of Director Chair Rockers was introduced in 2013.  These products were an 

immediate success, and their sales have grown rapidly since their introduction. 

 12. U.S. Patent No. 9,060,611 (hereinafter “the ‘611 Patent”), entitled “Collapsible and 

Portable Rocking Chair,” was duly and legally issued to inventor Daniel R. Grace on June 23, 2015.  A 

true and correct copy of the ‘611 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A. 

 13. Plaintiff GCI is the owner of the ‘611 Patent and holds all right, title and interest in and 

to the patent including the right to sue for infringements past and present. 

 14. GCI’s Director Chair Rockers are marked with the ‘611 Patent number, and have been 

since at least September 2015.   

 15. Some of the research efforts that went into designing GCI’s Director Chair Rockers are 

detailed in the ‘611 Patent.  For example, the ‘611 Patent describes improvements to both comfort and 

use, which were lacking in prior products.  See, e.g., Exh. A, ‘611 Patent, col. 1, ll. 33-36 (“[T]he 

resulting furniture designs and particularly the designs for chairs and seats have usually incorporated 

some reduction in size, as compared to the full-sized article, with a corresponding reduction in the 

level of seating comfort.”), col. 1, l1. 39-42 (“[L]ittle has been done to optimize the collapsibility and 

portability of the full-sized article without compromising comfort, which is a goal of the present 

invention.”), col. 2, ll. 19-22 (“[T]here is a desire for a rocking chair that is likewise foldable and 

portable, so that a user at a picnic or an outdoor event can rock in their chair or recline as desired.”). 

 16. The ‘611 Patent recognizes that the design and construction of prior portable chairs 

rendered them incapable of rocking reliably and securely.  Id. at col. 2, ll. 22-25.  When components 

were added that allowed the chair to rock, these additions hindered the chair’s ability to be easily 
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foldable or increased its weight so as to make transporting the chair cumbersome.  Id. at col. 2, ll. 25-

28. 

 17. The ‘611 Patent also describes how the construction of conventional rocking chairs 

made them ill-suited to use outdoors.  For example, the ‘611 Patent explains that the use of arched 

rails in outdoor rocking chairs resulted in there being only a single contact point with the ground.  Id. 

at col. 2, ll. 30-34.  This single contact point on each rail caused an “increased risk that one or both 

sides of the chair will sink into [the ground] or get bogged down.”  Id. at col. 2, ll. 32-38.  Against this 

backdrop, inventor Daniel Grace set out to improve upon the inferior designs available at the time.  He 

recognized the need for an outdoor chair that could allow a user to rock without compromising the 

user’s safety or the chair’s stability, and that could be easily folded with “minimal effort.”  Id. at col. 

2, l. 56 to col. 3, l. 5. 

18. Mr. Grace’s efforts resulted in the ‘611 Patent, among others, which describes his 

solutions to the problems of the prior art.  One example of the chair described in GCI’s patents is 

shown in Figure 2 of the ‘611 Patent: 

 

19. The chair in Figure 2 can assume a “forward position” in which the chair does not rock 

but rather sits stably.  Id. at col. 7, ll. 27-30.  When a user shifts her weight backward (for example, 

onto rocking mechanism 32), first foot 36a lifts from the ground, and the chair is supported on second 

foot 36b and third foot 36c in order to rock.  Id. at col. 7, ll. 33-35. 
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 20. The ‘611 Patent also describes a “rocker mechanism” that facilitates stable rocking of 

the chair.  In one embodiment, shown in Figure 6, rocker mechanism 32 includes a spring 46 and a 

tubular member 38 both disposed within a sleeve 44.  Id. at col. 7, ll. 42-48.  When a user shifts her 

weight backward, tubular member 38 slides downward within sleeve 44 against the force of spring 46.  

Id. at col. 8, ll. 2-12.  The rocker mechanism prevents the chair from tipping and adds stability to the 

chair while rocking.  Id. at col. 8, ll. 5-12.  Additional embodiments of the “rocker mechanism” are 

also disclosed.  See id. at col. 11, ll. 16-32. 

21. In one embodiment, the chair rocks by pivoting on fulcrum 54, id. at col. 7, l. 65 to col. 

8, l. 2, as shown in Figure 3: 
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22. The ‘611 Patent additionally describes a chair that is collapsible.  For example, in one 

embodiment, the chair moves from a “set-up” position (as shown in Figure 2) to a “collapsed” position 

(as shown in Figure 7) by folding cross members 56 inwardly, pivoting the cross members about pivot 

points 64 and 66.  Id. at col. 8, l. 56 to col. 9, l. 11; col. 12, ll. 28-36.  These cross members not only 

facilitate easy folding of the chair, they also support the chair by balancing and redistributing the forces 

on frame 12.  Id. at col. 9, ll. 12-16. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23. To move the chair from the “collapsed” position to the “set-up” position in this 

embodiment, a user pulls outwardly on each frame side assembly 20L and 20R or the cross-members 

56 until the cross-members 56 pivot to the desired X-shaped condition and the chair frame 12 snaps 

into its set-up condition.  Id. at col. 12, ll. 39-44. 

 24. These and other features of the chairs described in the ‘611 Patent solve the problems 

that Mr. Grace identified in the prior art. 

 25. On information and belief, MacSports sells, offers for sale, designs, manufactures, 

imports, and/or has had manufactured and/or imported on its behalf certain collapsible and portable 

rocking chairs. 

 26. For example, MacSports sells within the United States, imports into the United States, 

and/or sells for importation into the United States a collapsible, portable, lightweight outdoor rocking 

chair called the MacRocker Outdoor Portable Rocking Chair.  True and correct copies of images of 

the MacRocker product are attached hereto in Exhibit B. 
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 27. On or about August 2019, GCI discovered online via the website Amazon.com, that 

MacSports was offering for sale the MacRocker Outdoor Portable Rocking Chair.  A true and correct 

copy of a representative excerpt from the Amazon.com page for the MacRocker Product is attached as 

Exhibit C. 

 28. MacSports’ MacRocker Product is a blatant copy of at least the GCI Freestyle RockerTM.  

Indeed, when the MacRocker was introduced, MacSports’ website 

(macsports.com/products/macrocker) referred to the MacRocker Product as a “freestyle rocker,” as 

indicated in the screen shot provided below 

 

29. Upon information and belief, MacSports has at all times acted with knowledge of GCI’s 

‘611 Patent.  

COUNT 

(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 9,060,611) 

 30. Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges each and every allegation set forth in the foregoing 

Paragraphs as if fully set forth herein. 

 31. The ‘611 Patent was duly and legally issued on June 23, 2015 to GCI, and is currently 

in full force and effect and has been since the date of issuance. 
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 32. MacSports sells, offers to sell, imports, has sold, has offered to sell, and has imported 

collapsible and portable rocking chairs which infringe, or the use of which infringe, the ‘611 Patent.  The 

infringing products include the MacRocker Outdoor Portable Rocking Chair. 

 33. MacSports sells, offers to sell, imports, has sold, has offered to sell, and has imported 

these collapsible and portable rocking chairs with actual knowledge of GCI’s ‘611 Patent. 

 34. Representative claims of the ‘611 Patent and a chart showing how Defendant’s 

MacRocker Outdoor Portable Rocking Chair infringes the ‘611 Patent (with reference to the images 

attached hereto in Exhibit B) are provided below. 

 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 1 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair 

A collapsible and portable rocking chair 
comprising: 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair is a 
collapsible and portable rocking chair.  (See 
Atts. B-1, B-3). 

a chair frame comprising a pair of frame side 
assemblies having substantially mirrored 
construction and 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair includes a 
chair frame comprising a pair of frame side 
assemblies A having substantially mirrored 
construction.  (See Att. B-1). 

being relatively movable with respect to one 
another between a set-up condition of said 
chair where said frame side assemblies are 
transversely spaced apart from one another and 
a collapsed condition of said chair where said 
frame side assemblies are generally adjacent to 
one another, 

The frame side assemblies A are movable with 
respect to one another.  (See Att. B-4 (“The 
Ultra-Compact MacRocker does not only fold 
in under 5 seconds….”)).  The MacSports 
MacRocker Chair has a set-up condition where 
the frame side assemblies A are transversely 
spaced apart from one another (see Att. B-1) 
and a collapsed condition where the frame side 
assemblies are generally adjacent to one 
another. (See Att. B-4). 

each frame side assembly including a front leg 
portion and  

Each side frame assembly A includes a front 
leg member B.  (See Att. B-1). 

a rear leg portion; Each side frame assembly A includes a rear leg 
member C.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2; see also Att. B-
5 (“anti-tipping guards at each end of its rear 
legs”)). 

a pair of generally U-shaped cross members 
pivotally connected to one another for pivotal 
movement between 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair includes a 
pair of generally U-shaped cross members D 
pivotally connected to one another for pivotal 
movement about a pivot axis E. (See Att. B-1). 
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an open condition wherein said cross members 
are disposed to generally resemble an X-
shaped configuration and  

The cross members D have an open condition 
where they are disposed to generally resemble 
an X-shaped configuration.  (See Att. B-1). 

a closed condition wherein said cross members 
are disposed in generally parallel relationship 
with one another, 

The cross members D have a closed condition 
where they are disposed in generally parallel 
relationship with one another.  (See Att. B-4).   

said cross members collectively defining a seat 
support when in the open condition; 

The cross members D collectively define a seat 
support F when in the open condition.  (See 
Att. B-1). 

each cross member having terminal ends 
thereof pivotally secured to the front leg 
portion and the rear leg portion of one of the 
frame side assemblies; 

Each cross member D has terminal ends G 
pivotally secured to the front leg portion B and 
the rear leg portion C of one of the frame side 
assemblies A.  (See Att. B-1). 

a flexible seat panel mounted between the 
cross members and defining a generally taut 
seat when the cross members are in the open 
condition; 

A flexible seat panel H is mounted between the 
cross members D and defines a generally taut 
seat when the cross members D are in the open 
condition.  (See Att. B-1). 

a fulcrum point supporting the chair frame  The chair frame is supported on a fulcrum 
point I.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2). 

and about which said chair frame can move 
between forward and rearward positions; and 

The chair frame moves about the fulcrum point 
I between forward and rearward positions as 
the chair is rocked.  (See Atts. B-5, B-6). 

at least one rocker mechanism attached to the 
chair frame for supporting the chair during 
movement of the chair frame between said 
forward and rearward positions; 

A rocker mechanism J is attached to the chair 
frame and supports the chair during rocking 
movement.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2, B-6). 

wherein the open and closed conditions of the 
cross members generally correspond to the set-
up and collapsed conditions of the chair. 

The open and closed conditions of the cross 
members D correspond to the set-up and 
collapsed conditions of the chair.  (See Atts. B-
1, B-4). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 2 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair  

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 1, wherein each frame side 
assembly maintains at least two contact points 
with the support surface on which said frame 
side assembly is set up. 

Each side frame assembly A of the MacSports 
MacRocker Chair maintains at least two 
contacts points K with the support surface on 
which the chair is set up.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2, 
B-6). 
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U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 3 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair  

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 1, wherein said rocker 
mechanism is attached to the rear of at least 
one of the frame side assemblies. 

The rocker mechanism J is attached to the rear 
of each side frame assembly A of the 
MacSports MacRocker Chair.  (See Att. B-1). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 8 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair  

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 1, wherein the rocker 
mechanism is attached to at least one of the 
front leg portion and the rear portion of each 
side frame assembly. 

The rocker mechanism J is attached to the 
front leg portion B and the rear leg portion C 
of each side frame assembly A of the 
MacSports MacRocker Chair.  (See Att. B-1). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 10 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair 

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 1, wherein each cross 
member includes a front portion, 

Each cross member D includes a front portion 
L.  (See Att. B-1). 

a central front-back portion, and Each cross member D includes a central front-
back portion M.  (See Att. B-1). 

a rear portion, Each cross member D includes a rear portion 
N.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2). 

such that the front portions of the pair of cross 
members are pivotally connected at a front 
pivot point, 

The front portions L are pivotally connected 
together at a front pivot point O.  (See Att. B-
1). 

the rear portions of the pair of cross members 
are pivotally connected at a rear pivot point, 
and 

The rear portions N are pivotally connected 
together at a rear pivot point P.  (See Att. B-2). 

the central front-back portions collectively 
define the seat support of the chair and receive 
the flexible seat panel therebetween for 
supported [sic] a seated user. 

The central front-back portions M collectively 
define the seat support F and receive the 
flexible seat panel H therebetween for 
supporting a seated user.  (See Att. B-1). 
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U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 11 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair 

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 10, further comprising: a 
forward support brace connected between the 
front portion of each cross member and the 
front leg portion of the frame side assembly to 
which the cross member is not pivotally 
connected at the terminal end thereof; and 

Each cross member D is connected to front leg 
portion B of the frame side assembly A to 
which it is not pivotally connected at its 
terminal end G by a forward support brace Q.  
(See Att. B-1).  The forward support brace Q is 
connected to the front portion L of the cross 
member D.  (See Att. B-1). 

A rear support brace connected between the 
rear portion of each cross member and the rear 
leg portion of said frame side assembly. 

Each cross member D is connected to rear leg 
portion C of the frame side assembly A to 
which it is not pivotally connected at its 
terminal end G by a rear support brace R.  (See 
Att. B-1).  The rear support brace R is 
connected to the rear portion N of the cross 
member D.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 13 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair 

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 1 further comprising a 
backrest support member connected to each 
frame side assembly; and  

A backrest support member S is connected to 
each frame side assembly A.  (See Att. B-1). 

A flexible backrest support panel mounted 
between said backrest support members and 
defining a generally taut back support when the 
chair is in its set-up condition. 

A flexible backrest support panel T is mounted 
between the backrest support members S and 
define a generally taut back support when the 
chair is in its set-up condition.  (See Att. B-1). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 14 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair 

A collapsible and portable rocking chair 
comprising: 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair is a 
collapsible and portable rocking chair.  (See 
Atts. B-1, B-3). 

a chair frame comprising a pair of frame side 
assemblies having substantially mirrored 
construction and 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair includes a 
chair frame comprising a pair of frame side 
assemblies A having substantially mirrored 
construction.  (See Att. B-1). 

being relatively movable with respect to one 
another between a set-up condition of said 
chair where said frame side assemblies are 
transversely spaced apart from one another and 
a collapsed condition of said chair where said 

The frame side assemblies A are movable with 
respect to one another.  (See Att. D (“The 
Ultra-Compact MacRocker does not only fold 
in under 5 seconds….”)).  The MacSports 
MacRocker Chair has a set-up condition where 
the frame side assemblies A are transversely 
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frame side assemblies are generally adjacent to 
one another, 

spaced apart from one another (see Att. B-1) 
and a collapsed condition where the frame side 
assemblies are generally adjacent to one 
another. (See Att. B-4). 

each frame side assembly including a front leg 
portion and  

Each side frame assembly A includes a front 
leg member B.  (See Att. B-1). 

a rear leg portion; Each side frame assembly A includes a rear leg 
member C.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2; see also Att. B-
5 (“anti-tipping guards at each end of its rear 
legs”)). 

a fulcrum point supporting each frame side 
assembly and  

The chair frame is supported on a fulcrum 
point I.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2). 

and about which said chair frame can move 
between forward and rearward positions 
whereby the front and rear leg portions move 
relative to the support surface on which the 
chair is set up with movement of the chair 
frame about the fulcrum points; 

The chair frame moves about the fulcrum point 
I between forward and rearward positions as 
the chair is rocked.  (See Atts. B-5, B-6).  The 
front leg member B and the rear leg member C 
each move relative to the support 
surface/ground as the chair rocks. 

a pair of generally U-shaped cross members 
pivotally connected to one another for pivotal 
movement between 

The MacSports MacRocker Chair includes a 
pair of generally U-shaped cross members D 
pivotally connected to one another for pivotal 
movement about a pivot axis E. (See Att. B-1). 

an open condition wherein said cross members 
are disposed to generally resemble an X-
shaped configuration and  

The cross members D have an open condition 
where they are disposed to generally resemble 
an X-shaped configuration.  (See Att. B-1). 

a closed condition wherein said cross members 
are disposed in generally parallel relationship 
with one another, 

The cross members D have a closed condition 
where they are disposed in generally parallel 
relationship with one another.  (See Att. B-4).   

said cross members collectively defining a seat 
support when in the open condition; 

The cross members D collectively define a seat 
support F when in the open condition.  (See 
Att. B-1). 

each cross member having terminal ends 
thereof pivotally secured to the front leg 
portion and the rear leg portion of one of the 
frame side assemblies; 

Each cross member D has terminal ends G 
pivotally secured to the front leg portion B and 
the rear leg portion C of one of the frame side 
assemblies A.  (See Att. B-1). 

a flexible seat panel mounted between the 
cross members and defining a generally taut 
seat when the cross members are in the open 
condition; 

A flexible seat panel H is mounted between the 
cross members D and defines a generally taut 
seat when the cross members D are in the open 
condition.  (See Att. B-1). 

a first foot associated with the front leg portion 
of each frame side assembly; 

The front leg member B contacts the support 
surface at a first foot U.  (See Att. B-1). 
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a second foot associated with the rear leg 
portion of each frame side assembly; and 

The rear leg member C contacts the support 
surface at a second foot V.  (See Atts. B-1, B-
2). 

a third foot associated with the fulcrum point 
of each frame side assembly; 

The fulcrum point I contacts the support 
surface at a third foot W.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2, 
B-6). 

wherein each frame side assembly contacts the 
support surface on which said frame assembly 
is set up with at least two of the first, second 
and third feet at all positions of the chair frame. 

Each frame side assembly A contacts the 
support surface with at least the first foot U 
and the third foot W when the MacSports 
MacRocker Chair is in its forward-most 
position.  (See Att. B-1).  Additionally, each 
frame side assembly A contacts the support 
surface with at least the second foot V and the 
third foot W when the MacSports MacRocker 
Chair is in its rearward-most position.  (See 
Att. B-6). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 15 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair  

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 14, further comprising at 
least one rocker mechanism attached to the 
chair frame for supporting the chair during 
movement of the chair frame between the 
forward and rearward positions 

A rocker mechanism J is attached to the chair 
frame and supports the chair during rocking 
movement.  (See Atts. B-1, B-2, B-6). 

 
 

U.S. Pat. No. 9,060,611 
Claim 19 

MacSports 
MacRocker Chair  

The collapsible and portable rocking chair 
according to claim 15, wherein the rocker 
mechanism is attached to at least one of the 
front leg portion and the rear leg portion of 
each side frame [sic] assembly. 

The rocker mechanism J is attached to the 
front leg member B and the rear leg member C 
of each side frame assembly A of the 
MacSports MacRocker Chair.  (See Atts. B-1, 
B-2, B-6). 

 

 35. GCI has been damaged as a result of MacSports’ acts of patent infringement in an 

amount to be determined at trial. 

 36. GCI will suffer imminent and irreparable injury unless this Court enjoins MacSports 

from further acts of infringement. 
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 37. MacSports’ acts of infringement have been carried out deliberately and willfully and 

without the consent of GCI. 

 38. GCI has complied with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 287 by marking its products 

with the ’611 Patent. 

 39. This is an exceptional case entitling GCI to an award of attorneys’ fees under 35 U.S.C. 

§ 285. 

 40. In light of the above facts and allegations, MacSports is infringing and has infringed the 

‘611 Patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271, by developing, using, offering to sell, and/or selling in the 

United States or importing into the United States the infringing collapsible and portable rocking chairs. 

 41. MacSports is infringing and has infringed the ’611 Patent by offering to sell or selling 

within the United States or importing into the United States a component of a product or system that 

falls within the scope of the ’611 Patent, or a material or apparatus for use in practicing a method or 

process that falls within the scope of the ‘611 Patent, constituting a material part of the ‘611 Patent, 

knowing the same to be especially made or especially adapted for use in an infringement of the ‘611 

Patent, and not a staple article or commodity of commerce suitable for substantial non-infringing use. 

 42. MacSports is infringing and has infringed the ‘611 Patent by actively inducing direct 

infringement of the ‘611 Patent by third parties. 

 43. MacSports is selling, offering for sale, importing and has sold, imported, and delivered 

its infringing rocking chairs to customers inside the United States and this District which are used by 

those customers to directly infringe at least one claim of ‘611 Patent. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff GCI respectfully requests that this Court: 

 a. Enter judgment in favor of Plaintiff and against Defendant; 

 b. Declare that Defendant has been and is infringing the ‘611 Patent; 

 c. Preliminarily and permanently enjoin Defendant and its officers, agents, and employees 

and all others in concert or participation with Defendant from further acts of infringement of the ‘611 

Patent under 35 U.S.C. § 283; 

Case 2:19-cv-09442   Document 1   Filed 11/01/19   Page 14 of 52   Page ID #:14



 

 
COMPLAINT 

-14- 
 

 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 d. Order Defendant to file with this Court and serve on Plaintiff within thirty (30) days 

after service of an injunction, a report in writing, under oath, setting forth in detail the manner and form 

in which Defendant has complied with the injunction; 

 e. Award damages adequate to compensate Plaintiff for Defendant’s infringement of the 

‘611 Patent, together with interest and costs under 35 U.S.C. § 284; 

 f. Award treble damages by reasons of Defendant’s acts of deliberate and willful 

infringement of the ‘611 Patent under 35 U.S.C. § 284; 

 g. Declare this litigation to be an “exceptional case” and order Defendant to pay 

Plaintiff’s reasonable attorneys’ fees in connection with this action as provided in 35 U.S.C. § 285; 

and 

 h. Award Plaintiff such other and further relief as this Court deems just and proper. 

 

 
Dated:  November 1, 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

LATHROP GAGE LLP 

ANDREW Y. CHOUNG 

ERICA J. VAN LOON 

 

By:  /s/  Erica J. Van Loon    

Erica J. Van Loon 

  

Attorneys for Plaintiff GCI Outdoor, Inc 
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Pursuant to Rule 38(b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure, Plaintiff GCI Outdoor, Inc. 

hereby demands a jury trial on all issues raised by the claims herein and triable of right by a jury. 

 

Dated:  November 1, 2019 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

LATHROP GAGE LLP 

ANDREW Y. CHOUNG 

ERICA J. VAN LOON 

 

By:  /s/  Erica J. Van Loon    

Erica J. Van Loon 

  

Attorneys for Plaintiff GCI Outdoor, Inc 
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COLLAPSIBLE AND PORTABLE ROCKING 
CHAIR 

hereinbefore generally described also commonly have trans
versely extending rigid connecting members providing fixed 
connection between the front leg members, the rear leg mem
bers, and often the back support members as well. Additional 

5 rigidly fixed transverse connecting members may also extend 
between the structural members that support the seat of such 
a chair. The aforesaid rigid or non-collapsible transversely 
extending connecting members are generally horizontally 
disposed when such a conventional prior art chair is in its 

10 set-up condition. 
Such prior art chairs provide the convenience of easy fold-

up, and are lightweight so as to permit easy transportability. 
Common uses for such chairs are at the beach or at a picnic 
where easy set-up and break-down, as well as the ability to 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional 
Application No. 61/710,238, filed Oct. 5, 2012, which is 
incorporated herein by reference. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention generally relates to folding chairs, 
and more particularly relates to improvements in rocking 
chairs that are foldable and unfoldable between a set-up con- is carry the chair along with otherthings, is desirable. Due to the 
dition for use and a substantially collapsed condition for 
transportation and storage. 

intricate interconnection of all the frame members, both 
front-to-back and side-to-side, such chairs often require all 
the legs to remain in contact with the ground to ensure safely 
and structural integrity of the chair during use. However, there 

20 is a desire for a rocking chair that is likewise foldable and 
portable, so that a user at a picnic or an outdoor event can rock 
in their chair or recline as desired. Prior art foldable and 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Popularity of the mini van, the sport utility vehicle and the 
recreational vehicle has resulted in increased demand for 
improved collapsible furniture and particularly collapsible portable chairs, such as those described above, have not been 
portable furniture of the outdoor type which may be readily capable of rocking due to the design and construction of such 
stowed in a vehicle and conveniently manually transported to 25 chairs. Adding components to help the user rock in the chair 
a picnic area or the site of a spectator event, such as, for 
example, an outdoor concert, a sporting event, a golf tourna
ment, or an air show, where the general rule is to bring your 
own seating accommodations. 

Considerable attention has been directed to the provision 30 for most outdoor uses, especially on soft ground or sand. The 
of improved collapsible furniture for the picnicker, sports- limitations of such prior art chairs are mostly due to the use of 
man, hunter, fisherman, hiker, biker and the like. However, archedrailstosupportthechairframe.Withsucharchedrails, 
the resulting furniture designs and particularly the designs for each side of the chair only maintains a single contact point 
chairs and seats have usually incorporated some reduction in with the ground, which on sand or soft ground increases the 
size, as compared to the full-sized article, with a correspond- 35 risk that one or both sides of the chair will sink into or get 
ing reduction in the level of seating comfort. The wooden bogged down, affecting rocking of the chair and, more sig-
beach chairs and lawn furniture of an earlier era have gener- nificantly, affecting the integrity and safety of the chair to 
ally been replaced by light-weight tubular metal furniture of support a seated user. 
a more modem design. However, little has been done to An additional limitation of prior art rocking chairs, such as 
optimize the collapsibility and portability of the full-sized 40 shown in FIG. 1, is that they can only be used as a rocking 
article without compromising comfort, which is a goal of the 
present invention. 

Beach and lawn chairs adapted to be folded for transpor- Other chair designs have been developed that can be folded 
tation and/or storage typically have a frame fabricated from to a collapsed or bundled state occupying less storage space, 
elongated structural members, preferably metal. The frames 45 For example, some chair designs can be folded in multiple 
of such chairs have transversely spaced-apart left-hand and directions, reducing at least the front/back and left/right 
right-hand frame side assemblies that are substantially paral- dimensions between an unfolded set-up condition and a 
lei to each other. In a set-up condition, each frame side assem- folded, storage condition. However, these chair designs are 
bly has a front leg member extending in a generally vertically typically not suitable for certain outdoor uses, such as at the 
upward direction and a rear leg member pivotally connected 50 beach or at a picnic. Heretofore, multi-directional foldable 
at its upper end directly or indirectly to an upper end of the chairs have not been capable of rocking due to the complexity 
front leg member and which is rearwardly and downwardly of the means of connecting the various frame members con-
inclined from the upper end of the front leg member. Such stituting the chair frame, as well as the need to keep all the legs 
frame side assemblies also include an upwardly extending of such chairs grounded to ensure safety and integrity of the 
chairbacksupportmemberwhichispivotallyconnectedatits 55 chair during use. 
lower end to the rear leg member intermediate the ends of the 
rear leg member by an over-the-center linkage that positions 
the back support member so that it is supported at its lower 
end on the rear leg member and inclined upwardly and rear
wardly therefrom when the chair is unfolded from its closed 60 chair that can be folded with minimal effort, without limiting 
or flatly folded storage condition to its open or set-up condi
tion for use. Such frame side assemblies also include a seat 
support member generally supported by the front and rear leg 
members in a generally horizontal condition when the chair is 
in its set-up condition. 

Conventional beach and lawn chairs of the prior art having 
the left-hand and right-hand frame side assemblies such as 

while seated has often compromised the ability to fold the 
chair for storage or keep it sufficiently lightweight for easy 
transportation. Moreover, existing foldable rocking chair 
design, such as illustrated in FIG. 1, are typically not suitable 

chair, and cannot be stabilized to be used as a nonnal chair 
that does not rock. 

In view of the foregoing, there is a need for a chair that can 
be rocked by a seated user when in a set-up condition that can 
also be collapsed in order to reduce the space occupied by the 
chair in a folded condition. Further, there is a need for such a 

or compromising the structural features permitting rocking of 
the chair. Further, there is a need for a chair that can be rocked 
by a seated user, as desired, without compromising the fold
ing and transport or the chair, and without affecting the safety 

65 and structural integrity of the chair, especially on all types of 
surfaces, including soft ground and sand. Accordingly, it is a 
general object of the present invention to provide a foldable 
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and portable rocking chair design that overcomes the prob
lems and drawbacks associated with folding chairs and rock
ing chairs, and therefore significantly improves the utility of 
such a chair in the set-up condition while permitting easy 
transportation and/or storage in a collapsed condition. 

In general, there is a need for a collapsible chair that can be 
easily folded by a user with minimal effort, and which, when 
set-up, can be used both as a standard, stabilized chair, or 
alternately, as a rocker, without the need for the user to change 
the structure of the chair, in any way. 

The present invention addresses these issues, and provides 
a means to circumvent the associated drawbacks of such prior 
art foldable chair designs. 

In an alternate embodiment of the rocking chair, a rocker 
mechanism may be provided in connection with a front leg 
member or forward portion of the frame side assemblies, 
either in combination with or in lieu of the rear rocker mecha-

5 nism. In another alternate embodiment, a rocker mechanism 
may be provided in connection with both the front leg mem
ber and a rear leg member on each side of the chair frame, 
each positioned about a fulcrum point. In still another alter
nate embodiment, the rocker mechanism comprises a torsion 

to spring operatively associated with the fulcrum point of each 
frame side assembly. 

Accordingly, in a first aspect of the present invention, a 
collapsible and portable rocking chair comprises a chair 
frame comprising a pair of frame side assemblies having 

15 substantially mirrored construction and being relatively mov
able with respect to one another between a set-up condition of 

The present invention is directed to a collapsible and por- said chair where said frame side assemblies are transversely 
table rocking chair design especially suitable for use as a spaced apart form one another and a collapsed condition of 
beach chair, a lawn chair, and the like, where the chair, in a said chair where said frame side assemblies are generally 
set-up condition, can be rocked by a seated user, and where 20 adjacent to one another. Each frame side assembly includes a 
the chair can be folded from the set-up condition to a col
lapsed condition for transportation and/or storage. 

In accordance with the present invention, a collapsible and 
portable rocking chair includes left and right frame side 
assemblies collectively defining forward and rear leg por- 25 ally resemble an X-shaped configuration and a closed condi
tions, armrests, and back support members. The chair also tion wherein said cross members are disposed in generally 
includes cross-members connecting the left and right frame parallel relationship with one another. The open and closed 
said assemblies and collectively defining a seat support in the conditions of the cross members generally correspond to the 
set-up condition of the chair. The cross members are pivotally set-up and collapsed conditions of the chair. Each cross mem-
connected to one another as well as to the left and right frame 30 ber has its terminal ends pivotally secured to the front and rear 
side assemblies to facilitate folding of the chair frame to a leg portions of one of the frame side assemblies, and the cross 
collapsed condition. In a preferred design, the cross-members members collectively define a seat support that receives a 
each comprise front and rear portions that are pivotally con- flexible seat panel mounted therebetween defining a gener-
nected about respective central pivot points to generally ally taut seat when the cross members are in the open condi-
assume the shape of an X when the chair is in the set-up 35 tion. The chair further comprises a fulcrum point supporting 
condition and that are disposed in generally parallel relation- the chair frame and about which said chair frame can move 
ship when the chair is folded or collapsed for transportation between forward and rearward positions, and at least one 
and/or storage. The chair further includes a seat panel sup- rocker mechanism attached to the chair frame for supporting 
ported by the seat support and a backrest panel supported by the chair during movement of the chair frame between said 
the backrest support for collectively accommodating a user 40 forward and rearward positions. 

In another aspect of the present invention, a collapsible and 
In preferred embodiments of the rocking chair, each frame portable rocking chair comprises a chair frame comprising a 

side assembly is supported on a fulcrum point for rocking pair of frame side assemblies having substantially mirrored 
movement of the chair frame. Each side frame assembly construction and being relatively movable with respect to one 
preferably utilizes a static runner design wherein each side 45 another between a set-up condition of said chair where said 
frame assembly generally maintains two or more contact frame side assemblies are transversely spaced apart form one 
points with the ground or support surface during use of the another and a collapsed condition of said chair where said 
chair, either as a normal, fully stabilized chair, or during frame side assemblies are generally adjacent to one another, 
rocking of the chair back-and-forth. In alternate designs, the Each frame side assembly includes a front leg portion and a 
runner may be completely replaced by multiple contact 50 rear leg portion, and a fulcrum point supporting each frame 
points, including at least one fulcrum point on each side frame 
assembly, again with the chair operating as a normal, fully 
stabilized chair or as a rocker with two or more contact points 
with the ground or support surface during use of the chair. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

front leg portion and a rear leg portion. The chair also includes 
a pair of generally U-shaped cross members pivotally con
nected to one another for pivotal movement between an open 
condition wherein said cross members are disposed to gener-

seated in the chair. 

side assembly and about which the chair frame can move 
between forward and rearward positions whereby the front 
and rear leg portions move relative to the support surface on 
which the chair is set up with movement of the chair frame 

In preferred embodiments of the rocking chair, a rocker 55 about the fulcrum points. The chair also includes a pair of 
generally U-shaped cross members pivotally connected to 
one another for pivotal movement between an open condition 
wherein said cross members are disposed to generally 
resemble an X-shaped configuration and a closed condition 

mechanism is attached to the chair frame to support the chair 
during rocking movement and to facilitate rocking of the 
chair in connection with the user's shifting weight. In one 
embodiment, the rocker mechanism comprising a tubular 
extension member projecting outwardly and downwardly 60 wherein said cross members are disposed in generally parallel 
from the rear of the frame side assemblies and received within relationship with one another. Each cross member has its 

terminal ends pivotally secured to the front and rear leg por
tions of one of the frame side assemblies, and the cross 
members collectively define a seat support that receives a 

a sleeve housing a compression spring to which the tubular 
extension member is attached. The lower end of the sleeve is 
associated with a foot that contacts the ground or support 
surface for bracing the chair as it is rocking, with the com- 65 flexible seat panel mounted therebetween defining a gener

ally taut seat when the cross members are in the open condi
tion. The chair further includes a first foot associated with the 

pression spring damping the chair as it rocks backwards and 
biasing the chair forwards. 
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front leg portions of each frame side assembly, a second foot durable lightweight material such as a tubular metal or high-
associated with the rear leg portion of each frame side assem- strength plastic. Various elongated structural parts or mem-
bly, and a third foot associated with the fulcrum point of each bers that comprise the chair frame 12 are preferably con-
frame side assembly. Further, each frame side assembly con- structed from tubular material of non-circular cross-section, 
tacts the support surface on which it is set up with at least two 5 such as, for example, extruded aluminum tubing having 
of the first, second, and third feet at all positions between the square, oval, or elliptical cross-section, or, alternately, of 
forward and rearward positions of the chair frame. 

In another aspect of the present invention, the chair can be Referring to FIGS. 2-5, the frame 12 has a pair of side 
used as a normal, stabilized chair in its forward position and assemblies 20 comprised of frame members and having sub-
will only rock when the user chooses to rock. In this regard, 10 stantially identical, but mirrored, construction. The left and 
the chairofthe present invention is distinct from priorrocking right frame side assemblies, respectively designated as 20L 
chair designs in which the chair is capable of rocking at all and 20R in FIGS. 4 and 5, are disposed in laterally or trans-
times, often by the slightest shift of the user's weight. versely spaced apart and generally parallel relation to each 

These and other features of the present invention are other when the chair 10 is in its set-up condition. In the 
described with reference to the drawings of preferred - illustrated embodiment, the side frame assemblies 20L and 
embodiments of a collapsible and portable rocking chair. The 20R are interconnected to be transversely collapsed, or folded 
illustrated embodiments of features of the present invention side-to-side, to the folded condition of the chair 10, generally 
are intended to illustrate, but not limit the invention. shown in FIG. 7. The present invention is easily adaptable for 

use with chair frame designs that are collapsed in different 
20 manners, including but not limited to front-to-back folding 

generally associated with standard folding chairs. A front-to-
back folding chair that incorporates the rocking capability of 
the present invention is illustrated in FIG. 9. 

Considering now one embodiment of a frame side member 

circular cross-section. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a prior art collapsible and 
portable rocking chair with the chair in a set-up condition for 
rocking by a seated user. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a collapsible and portable 25 assembly 20, as shown in FIG. 3, the frame side assembly 20 
rocking chair in accordance with an embodiment of the includes a generally closed frame loop constructed from axi-
present invention, with the chair in a set-up condition, and ally-elongated tubular material that is bent to define an arm-
with the chair in a forward, stabilized position. rest portion 22, a front leg portion 24, a lower support portion 

FIG. 3 is a planar side view of the rocking chair of FIG. 2, 26, and a rear leg portion 28. As shown, the frame loop 
also in a forward position. 30 extends upwardly from the rear leg portion 28 to define a 

FIG. 4 is a planar front view of the rocking chair of FIG. 2. backrest support member 30 rigidly attached to the closed 
FIG. 5 is a planar rear view of the rocking chair of FIG. 2. frame loop. Though illustrated as being formed from a sin-
FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of a rocker mechanism for gular tubular member, the frame side assembly 20 may be 

constructed from multiple tubular members without depart-
FIG. Visa perspective view of the rocking chair of FIG. 2 35 ing from the spirit and principles of the present invention. For 

in a folded condition. example, the backrest support member 30 may be constructed 
FIG. 8 is a planar view of a support brace that may be used from a separate axially-elongated tubular material and be 

in embodiments of a collapsible and portable rocking chair in attached to the rear leg portion 28 of the frame loop. In 
accordance with the present invention. alternate embodiments, the backrest support member 30 can 

FIG. 9 is a planar side view of an alternate embodiment of 40 be removably attached to each frame side assembly 20 to 
a collapsible and portable rocking chair in accordance with 
the present invention, with the chair in a set-up condition. 

use with the rocking chair of FIG. 2. 

facilitate set-up and collapse of the chair 10, as discussed in 
more detail below. Removal of the backrest support member 
30 during collapse can further reduce the storage and trans
portable size of a collapsed chair 10. 

45 Further, each portion of the illustrated frame loop can be a 
separate member, with the various frame members being 
interconnected by rigid or flexible joints to collectively define 
the frame side assembly 20. Still further, the frame side 
assembly 20 may be constructed from an open design instead 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS 
OF THE INVENTION 

In the drawings and in the description that follows the 
present invention is illustrated and described with reference 
to collapsible and portable rocking chair designs embodying 
the present invention. A first embodiment of a rocking chair in 50 of a closed frame loop, including the set-up of a front and rear 
accordance with the present invention is shown, for example, 
in FIG. 2 in a set-up condition ready for use and generally 
designated by reference numeral 10. The chair 10 includes a 
frame 12 that carries a generally rectangular seat support 
panel 14 and a generally rectangular backrest support panel 55 between a set-up and collapsed condition. 
16.AsillustratedinFIG. 2, the seat panel 14 andttiebackrest Referring to FIGS. 2 and 6, a rocker mechanism 32 is 
panel 16 comprise generally flexible panels that are con- attached to the rear of the frame loop. As shown, the rocker 
nected by a flexible connector panel 18, though the panels 14 mechanism 32 extends angularly outwardly and downwardly 
and 16 can be separate pieces without departing from the from the backside of the frame loop—generally at the loca-
spirit and principles of the present invention. The panels 14 60 tion where the armrest portion 22, the rear leg portion 28, and 
and 16 are generally taut when the chair 10 is in its set-up the backrest support member 3 0 are connected together—to a 
condition for accommodating and supporting a seated user. support runner 34 for supporting and facilitating a back-and-

In general, the frame 12 is comprised of several frame forth rocking movement of the chair 10 when a seated user 
membersrigidlyand/orpivotally connectedtogethertodefine wants to rock. In the embodiment illustrated in FIG. 2, the 
the chair frame 12 and permit folding and collapsing of the 65 support runner 34 also supports the lower support portion 26 
frame 12 to a condition suitable for easy transportation and of the frame side assembly 20 and is generally disposed 
storage. Preferably, the frame members are fabricated from a beneath the rear leg portion 28 of the frame loop. The rocker 

leg generally associated with standard folding chair designs, 
such as shown in FIG. 9, where the frame members are 
interconnected by rigid, pivotal, sliding and/or telescopic 
joints to effect easy folding and unfolding of the chair 
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mechanism 32 is preferably attached to a static runner design, 
such as illustrated, that presents a significant improvement 
over prior art rocking chair designs using arched rail s, such as 
illustrated in FIG. 1, especially in regards to use on soft 
ground or sand, on which prior art rocking chair designs are ill 5 frame loop pivots backwards on the fulcrum 54. As the frame 
suited. 

effecting a pivoting of the frame loop relative to the support 
runner 34. This pivoting is what causes the chair 10 to rock In 
general, as a seated user shifts her weight backward—for 
example, by leaning back on the backrest panel 16—the 

loop pivots backward, the tubular member 38 of the rocker 
mechanism 32 moves with the frame loop, generally in a 
backwards and downwards direction towards the rear end of 

Referring to FIG. 3, the rocking chair 10 is provided with 
three feet 36 on each frame side assembly 20, acting as 
contact points between the chair 10 and the ground or support 
surface on which the chair is placed for use. In preferred use 10 slides downwards within the sleeve 44 applying a force on the 
of the chair 10, regardless of embodiment, at least two of these 
feet 36 or contact points for each frame side assembly 20 are 
in contact with the ground or support surface on which the 
chair 10 is resting at all times. In this way, the rocking chair 10 
of the present invention is distinct from traditional rocking 15 relative to the rear end of the support runner 34. This move-
chair designs (see FIG. 1), which commonly utilize runners or 
rails that maintain only one point of contact with the support 
surface during rocking. By maintaining more than one con
tact point, the stability and safety of the chair 10 is improved. 
As illustrated in FIG. 3, a first foot 36a is provided on a 20 pivots relative to both the frame loop and the support runner 
forward portion of the frame side assembly 20, generally 
beneath the front leg portion 24 of the frame loop. Second and 
third feet 366 and 36c are provided at respective ends of the 
support runner 34, with the third foot 36c generally being 
beneath the lower end of the rocker mechanism 32 for sup- 25 or crushed by—e.g., by getting a foot caught between the 
porting the brunt of the weight of the user and chair 10 when 
the chair 10 is rocked backwards. During use of the chair 10, 
when the chair 10 is in its forward position, and generally 
when the chair 10 is not being used to rock, the first and 
second feet 36a and 363 can sufficiently support the chair 10. 30 
As shown, the third foot 36c also maintains contact with the 
ground, but is not necessary for supporting the chair 10 when 
in such a forward position. When the chair 10 is rocked 
backwards, the first foot 36a lifts away from the ground such 
that the second and third feet 365 and36c support the chair 10. 35 nism 32, as described above. 

As noted, the third foot 36c generally maintains contact 
with the support surface regardless of the position of the chair 
10. However, in alternate designs, the third foot 36c can be 
designed to lift off the ground when the chair 10 is in a 
forward position without departing from the spirit and prin- 40 U-shaped cross-members 56, each pivotally attached to the 
ciples of the present invention. 

Referring to FIG. 6, the rocker mechanism 32 can comprise 
an axially-elongated tubular member 38 pivotally attached at 
a first end via a pivot joint 40 and pivot pin 42 to the rear leg 
portion 28 of the frame loop, and received at a second end 45 portion 58, a central front-back portion 60, and a rear portion 
within a sleeve 44. More particularly, the second end is 
attached to a spring 46 contained within the sleeve 44 and 
fixed itself at a lower end to the sleeve 44. The lower end of the 

the support runner 34. As the tubular member 38 moves, it 

spring 46, which dampens the tubular member 38 and pre
vents the chair 10 from tipping over. The spring 46 further 
biases the tubular member 38 in the opposite direction—i.e., 
upwards out of the sleeve 44 and upwards and forwards 

ment of the tubular member 38 (often combined with an 
associated shift in the seated user's weight) pivots the frame 
loop forwards on the fulcrum 54. During such pivoting move
ment, the rocker mechanism 3 2 in the illustrated embodiment 

34 so as to maintain contact with both. As a result, in the 
illustrated embodiment, the rocker mechanism 32 does not 
lift off the ground during rocking, which improves safety of 
the chair 10 by not having parts that someone can get pinched 

chair 10 and the ground or support surface. In alternate 
designs, the lower end of the rocker mechanism 32 can move 
with the frame loop and contact the ground or support surface 
with movement of the chair 10. 

In alternate designs of the chair of the present invention, 
such as designs that do not use a closed frame loop as shown, 
the fulcrum 54 can be connected to a rear leg member or at 
least a horizontal extension thereof, and still assist the rocking 
movement of the chair in combination with a rocker mecha-

The frame members for the frame side assemblies 20L and 
20R are preferably disposed within generally parallelly 
extending vertical planes. Referring to FIGS. 2 and 4-5, the 
frame side assemblies 20 are connected together by generally 

front and rear leg portions 24 and 28 of an associated frame 
side assembly 20, as well as to each other for pivotal move
ment between set-up and collapsed conditions of the chair 10. 
More particularly, each cross member 56 comprises a front 

62. The front portion 58 is pivotally connected to the front leg 
portion 24 of a respective frame side assembly 20. Likewise, 
the rear portion 62 is pivotally connected to the rear leg 
portion 28 of the same frame side assembly 20. The central sleeve 44 is pivotally connected to the support runner 34 via 

a universal joint 48 and pivot pins 50 and 52 for movement 50 front-back extending portion 60 of each cross-member 56 
with the rocking chair 10. The universal joint 48 permits some 
flexibility inmovementto accommodate seatedusers of vary
ing sizes and weights without compromising the users 'ability 
to recline and rock in the chair. In an alternate design, the 
lower end of the sleeve 44 may merely be provided with the 55 condition of the chair 10 to define the seat of the chair 10. 
third foot 36c for direct contact with the support surface in As can be seen, the rear portions 62 of the cross-members 
absence of the support runner 34. In a still further alternate 56 are connected between respective rear leg portions 28 of 
design, the tubular member 38 and sleeve 44 of the rocker the chair frame 12, and generally form a pivotable rear 
mechanism 32 can be designed to move with the rocking X-frame connected at a central pivot point 64, which opens 
movement of the chair 10 such that the lower end of the sleeve 60 into the shape of an "X" when the chair 10 is opened to the 
44 (i.e., the third foot 36c) lifts off the ground when the chair set-up condition, as shown in FIG. 2, and which collap 
10 is in a forward position and contacts the ground as the chair when the chair 10 is folded up, as shown in FIG. 7. Similarly, 
10 rocks backwards to support the chair 10 in a rearward the front portions 58 of the cross-members 56 are connected 
position. between respective front leg portions 24 of the chair frame 12, 

Again referring to FIG. 6, a fulcrum 54 is provided on the 65 and likewise form a pivotable front X-frame connected at a 
central pivot point 66, which also opens into the shape of an 
"X" when the chair 10 is opened to the set-up condition, and 

extends between the front and rear portions 58 and 62, and 
defines a seat support member for the chair 10. Indeed, as 
illustrated in FIG. 2, the seat panel 14 extends between these 
seat support portions of the cross-members 56 during a set-up 

ses 

forward end of the support runner 34 and is pivotally con
nected to the lower support portion 26 of the frame loop for 
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which collapses when the chair 10 is folded up. Accordingly, 
the frame side assemblies 20L and 20R are joined each to the 
other, to enable, in part, transverse, or left-right, folding of the 
frame 12, by the pair of movable X-fiame connector assem
blies 56 formed by the pivotable interconnection of the cross- 5 P3^- The seat panel 14 and the backrest panel 16 are secured 

to portions of the chair frame 12 that help define and provide 
the seat support and the back support for the occupant. As 
shown, the backrest support members 30 are preferably 
mounted relative to the rear leg portions 28 to extend upward 

1 o therefrom. In alternate embodiments of the chair, the backrest 
support members 30 can be removed from the frame loops 
during collapsing and storage of the chair, or in further alter
nate embodiments, foldable to apositionadjacent to either the 
armrest portions 22 or the rear leg portions 28 during col-

In the set-up condition, the flexible seat panel 14 defines a 
generally taut chair seat support and the flexible backrest 
panel 16 defines a generally taut chair back support, for 
collectively accommodating an upright, seated chair occu-

members 56. That is, when the chair 10 is being collapsed, the 
cross members 56 arepivoted to close the X-frame so that the 
cross-members 56 are flattened and brought adjacent to one 
another. As the cross-members 56 are flattened, the frame side 
assemblies 20L and 20R are brought inward and adjacent to 
one another as well. 

The cross members 56 also provide support for the chair 
frame 12 in the open, set-up condition by balancing and 
redistributing the forces exerted on the chair frame 12 by a 15 iapSedofthe chair. Additionally, the backrest panel 16 can be 
person seated on the seat panel 14 and leaning back on the 
backrest panel 16. As shown in FIGS. 2 and 4-5, the cross-
members 56 can be further secured to the frame 12 by using 
support braces 68 pivotally connected between a cross-mem
ber 56 and the frame loop. For example, referring to FIGS. 4 20 lapsed, as it is generally known in the art for chairs with 
and 5, the terminal lower end of the front portion 58 of one 

member 56 is pivotally connected to the front leg por-
tion24 of one ofthe frame side assemblies (e.g., 20L), and the 
terminal lower end of the rear portion 62 of the cross member 
5 6 is pivotally connected to the rear leg portion 28 of the same 25 
frame side assembly 20, typically at a lower portion of said 
leg portions 24 and 28. The terminal lower ends of the front 
and rear portions 58 and 62 of the other cross member 56 are 
similarly pivotally connected to the front and rear leg portions 
24 and 26 of the other frame side assembly (e.g., 20R). The 30 upper ends of each frame side assembly to bow outward 
upper ends of the front and rear portions 58 and 62 of each 
cross member 56 are connected to respective front and rear 
leg portions of the opposite frame side assembly 20 via the 
support braces 68. More particularly, each support brace 68 
has a first pivot opening connected to a cross member 56 and 35 is connected to the backrest support members 30, the panel 
a second pivot opening connected to a frame side assembly 
20. As the cross members 56 are pivoted about the central 
pivot points connecting them together (i.e., front central pivot 
point 66 and rear central pivot point 64, respectively illus
trated in FIGS. 4 and 5), they pull the frame side assemblies 40 increases the risk of the user pinching herself during set-up 
20L and 20R together via the support braces 68. When the 
chair 10 is in its set-up condition, the cross-members 5 6 are in 
an open X-shaped configuration, and rest on the support 
braces 68, as illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5, which limit further 
opening of the cross members 56 while distributing the 45 
weight of the seated user through the frame 12. As discussed 
further with respect to FIG. 8, the second pivot opening can 
take the form of an L-shaped slot that facilitates opening and 
closing of the chair 10. 

The chair frame 12 is generally adapted to rest on a gener- 50 particularly in FIG. 8, a support brace 68 includes a first pivot 
ally horizontally oriented supporting surface, such as a floor 
or the ground, in a set-up condition. The chair 12 is generally 
stabilized on the supporting surface by the first, second and 
third feet 3 6a, 3 6b and 36c, respectively. In a forward position 
of the chair 10, the chair 10 acts as a normal, fully stabilized 55 illustrated in FIG. 8, the bowing forces and the lateral motion 
chair, and is supported by at least the first foot 36a and the 
second foot 36b, even if the user is leaning on the backrest 
panel 16. If the user desires to rock in the chair 10, the user can 
shift her weight backwards, for example, by leaning and 

removed from the chair frame 12—either from the backrest 
support members 30 or with said members 30—to provide 

slack to the backrest panel 16. This helps improve the 
facility and safety with which the chair is set-up and col-
some 

cross-members of the type shown and described herein that 
there is a great stress on the frame side assemblies 20 when 
moving the cross members 56 to the set-up condition of the 

cross 

chair 10. 
More particularly, as the cross members 56 are moved from 

a relaxed state—where they are disposed adjacent to one 
another (FIG. 7)—to a set-up state—where they generally 
form an X-shape with one another (FIG. 2)—the arc in the 
side-to-side direction of the cross members 56 forces the 

essentially creating a trapezoidal arrangement in the chair 
frame 12. This action causes the upper end of the frame side 
assemblies 20, and more particularly, the backrest support 
members 30 to push outwardly. Where the backrest panel 16 

material is stressed and provides resistance to the bowing 
motion of the chair frame 12. As this resistance increases, 
opening and closing of the chair 10 may be difficult for certain 
users. The increased tension on the cross members 56 also 

and breakdown of the chair 10. Further, the increased tension 
on the cross-members could damage the backrest panel 16, 
waip the chair frame 12, or place unwanted stress on the joints 
and pivot pins of the chair frame 12. 

An additional solution to the increased tension created in a 
chair having a design in accordance with the present invention 
is to provide a slot, and more particularly an L-shaped slot 70, 
on at least one of the support braces 68 connecting the cross 
members 56 to the frame side assemblies 20. As shown more 

hole 71 on one end pivotally connected to a cross member 56 
and the L-shaped slot 70 on the opposite end pivotally con
nected to a frame side assembly 20. Both connections are 
effected by a rivet or pivot pin. By using the support brace 

normally imparted into the frame side assemblies 20 is 
accommodated by the longitudinal dimension of the slot 70. 
The lateral dimension of the slot 70 acts to lock the seat 
support in an open, set-up condition—especially when the 

pushing backwards on the backrest panel 16, which will cause 60 weight of the seated user is applied to the chair 10. In normal 
pivoting of the frame loops of the frame side assemblies 20 designs of such chairs, when weight is applied to the chair, the 
relative to the fulcrums 54 on each support runner 34. As the seat panel 14 tends to flex and pull the cross members 56 
chair 10 pivots backwards, the first foot 36a lifts off the inwardly. The L-shaped slot 70 prevents this action and as a 
ground, but the chair 10 remains stabilized by the second and result works to maintain a desired comfort level for the chair 
third feet 36b and 36c maintaining contact with the support 65 10 when being used to support a seated user, 
surface. As the chair 10 pivots forwards, the first foot 36a Alternate designs forthe side frame assemblies and the leg 
moves into contact with the support surface. portions thereof can beused without departing from the focus 
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chair 110, the rear legs 128 slide within the respective sleeves 
144, allowing the chair frame 112 to recline while pressing 
down on the springs 146 within the sleeves 144. The springs 
146 dampen the rearward force of the chair 110 while biasing 

of the present invention. For example, as illustrated in the 
embodiment of FIG. 2, the frame assemblies 20L and 20R are 
formed by a closed frame loop mounted on a fulcrum point 54 
of a support runner 34. A collapsible and portable rocking 
chair in accordance with the present invention can also utilize 5 the rear legs 128 upwardly, and as a result, the chair 110 in a 
an open frame construction whereby the side frame assem
blies are formed of interconnected frame members to define 

forward direction. In accordance with a normal rocking 
motion, when the user's weight shifts forward, the chair 
frame 112 likewise moves forward. The rear legs 128 slide up 
from within their respective sleeves 144 and removes the 

10 force on the rear springs 146. At the same time, the front legs 
124 slide within their respective sleeves 144, allowing the 
chair frame 112 to move forward, while pressing down on the 
springs 146 contained within the sleeves 144. The springs 146 
dampen the rearward force of the chair 110 while biasing the 

15 front legs 124 upwardly, and as a result, the chair 110 in a 
rearward direction. In accordance with a normal rocking 
motion, when the user's weight shifts backward, the chair 
frame 112 likewise moves backward. The front legs 124 slide 
up from within their respective sleeves 144 and removes the 

independent front and rear legs. In such alternate designs, the 
frame is still connected to afulcrum pivot pointthat facilitates 
rocking of the chair back and forth—for example, the rear 
legs, or extensions thereof, can be mounted to a fulcrum point. 
As noted above, in such alternate designs, each side frame 
assembly, regardless of construction, maintains at least two 
contact points with the support surface to ensure sufficient 
safety and structural integrity during use of the chair. 

Additionally, the rocker mechanism 32 can take a variety of 
forms without departing from the spirit and principles of the 
present invention. As shown in FIG. 6, the rocker mechanism 
32 comprises a compression spring 46 disposed within a 
sleeve 44 receiving a tubular member 38 extending from the 20 force on the front springs 146. As so designed, the sleeves 144 
rear of each frame side member assembly 20. In alternate on each of the front and rear legs 124 and 128 maintain 
designs, this rocker mechanism 32 can be replaced by torsion contact with the ground surface at aD times during use of the 
springs provided on the lower portion of each frame side chair 110. 
member assembly—for example, at the fulcrum point of each In alternate designs of the chair shown in FIG. 9, a rocker 
frame assembly on a support runner. Further, the rear rocker 25 mechanism 132 can be provide on the front leg or the rear leg 
mechanism design can be replaced by a front rocker mecha- without departing from the intended operation of the chair 
nism design, namely, a compression spring utilized in con- 112 as a rocking chair. 
nection with the design of the front legs of the chair. Still Referring again to the design illustrated in FIG. 2, when the 
further, combinations of springs may be used, for example, chair 10 is folded up for transportation and/or storage, the 
compression springs provided on both the front legs of the 30 user simply presses inwardly on each side of the frame 12, 
chair, as well as on a rearwardly projecting member to prevent 
the chair from tipping over as it is rocked backwards. 

An alternate embodiment of a collapsible and portable 
rocking chair in accordance with the present invention is 
illustrated in FIG. 9 and generally designated by reference 35 erally parallelly disposed relative to each other, as shown in 
numeral 110. Here, the chair frame 112 utilizes an open frame FIG. 7. As the cross-members 56 pivot relative to one another 
construction generally associated with standard folding about the central pivot points, the frame side assemblies 20L 
chairs. Indeed, the chair 110 shown in FIG. 9 is adapted for and20Rmovetogetherwithintheirparallelplanesto form the 
front-to-back collapsing, unlike the chair 10 shown in FIG. 2, flat collapsed condition of the chair 10. To set-up the chair 10, 
which collapses in a side-to-side manner. As shown, the chair 40 the user simply pulls outwardly on each frame side assembly 
frame 112 comprises left-hand and right-hand side frame 20L and 20R until the cross-members 56 pivot to the desired 
assemblies 120 of substantially identical, but mirrored, con- X-shaped conditions. Alternatively, the user can separate the 
struction. Each side frame assembly 120 includes an armrest cross members 56 and push them outwardly until the chair 
122, a front leg 124, a rear leg 128, a seat support member frame 12 snaps into its set-up condition. 
129, and a backrest support member 130, all interconnected 45 In an alternate approach for collapsing the chair 10 shown 
by pivotal connections that facilitate folding of the chair 110 in FIG. 2, the seat panel 14 is provide with a handle 80 on one 
between a set-up condition, as shown, and a folded condition. or both sides of the frame 12. Generally, the handle 80 is 
Each side frame assembly 120 further includes a fulcrum aligned with the central front-back sections 60 of the cross 
point 154 provided on a frame member 155 extending from an members 56 that define with width of the chair seat. Such 
intermediate point on the rear leg 128 to the ground or support 50 handles 80 may also act as carrying handles for the fully 
surface on which the set-up chair 110 rests. As shown, the collapsedchairlO.TofoldupthechairlO,theuserpullsupon 
fulcrum member 155 has a fulcrum pivot point 154 on its one of the handles 80 mounted to the seat while simulta-
lowermost end that contacts the ground surface and aids rock- neously holding firmly on the armrest portion 22 of the frame 

side assembly 20 adjacent to the handle 80 when the chair 10 
Referring again to FIG. 9, each of the front and rear legs 55 is in the set-up condition. When tautness and rigidity of the 

124 and 128 includes a built in rocker mechanism 132. As seat panel 14 is desired or required for comfortable use of the 
illustrated, each leg member includes a sleeve 144 ortube that chair 10, folding of the chair 10 in a standard way—i.e., by 
receives the lower-most end of a respective leg member 124 pressing on the chair frame members to effect folding and 
or 128. The leg member 124 or 128 rests atop a spring 146 collapsing of the chair frame 12—may be difficult. Use of a 
disposed within the sleeve 144. During rocking movement of 60 handle, such as handle 80 described above, makes the folding 
thechairllO, thelegmemberl24orl28pressesdownonthe process less difficult. 
spring 146, which dampens the force of the chair frame 112 For the chair 110 design illustrated in FIG. 9, the user can 
pressing down on the spring 146, while also biasing the leg fold the chair 110 for transportation and/or storage by press-
member 124 or 128 in the return direction. With such a rocker ing on a seat support member 129 and/or a backrest support 
mechanism 132 provided on the front and rear legs 124 and 65 member 130 to push the members towards each other. Utis 
128, the mechanisms 132 work in combination for a fluid causes the chair frame 112 to collapse in a front-to-back 
rocking motion. That is, when a seated user leans back in the manner, resulting in a flat, collapsed chair 110. 

which causes the cross-members 56 to pivot relative to each 
other about their front and back pivot connections 66 and 64 
from the X-shape associated with the set-up condition of the 
chair 10 to positions whereby the cross-members 56 are gen-

ing of the chair 110. 
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Additionally or alternatively, a transportation handle 82 
can be provide on the rear portion 62 of one of the cross 
members 56. When the chair 10 is collapsed, such a handle 82 
can be used to cany the folded chair 10 from place to place. 

The portable and collapsible rocker chair in accordance 5 
with the present invention can also be fitted with additional 
features to improve upon tlieir intended use as a portable 
chair. For example, a cup holder 90, as illustrated in FIG. 2, 
can be attached to the chair frame 12 without affecting the 
chair's ability to rock or be easily collapsed to a compacted 10 
bundle for transportation and/or storage. 

In accordance with preferred embodiments of the present 
invention, the seat and backrest panels 14 and 16 may be 
made from fabric or other suitable flexible, durable and 

another, said cross members collectively defining a seat 
support when in the open condition, 

each cross member having terminal ends thereof pivotally 
secured to the front leg portion and the rear leg portion of 
one of the frame side assemblies; 

a flexible seat panel mounted between the cross members 
and defining a generally taut seat when the cross mem
bers are in the open condition; 

a fulcrum point supporting the chair frame and about which 
said chair frame can move between forward and rear
ward positions; and 

at least one rocker mechanism attached to the chair frame 
for supporting the chair during movement of the chair 
frame between said forward and rearward positions; 

weather resistant sheet material. In accordance with prefer- 15 wherein the open and closed conditions of the cross mem-
able designs of the chair, the panels 14 and 16 are flexible to bers generally correspond to the set-up and collapsed 
accommodate the seated user, thereby improving the comfort conditions of the chair, 
level of the chair. In the set-up condition of the chair, the seat 
panel 14 and the backrest panel 16 extend between the side 
assemblies 20 and are generally taut for supporting a seated 20 two contact points with the support surface on which said 
user. When the chair is collapsed to a folded condition, such frame side assembly is set up. 
as shown in FIG. 7, the panels 14 and 16 become flaccid and 
fold within the collapsed condition of the chair. Thus, the claiml,wheremsaidrockermechanismisattachedtotherear 
design of the present invention can be used with chairs of of at least one of the frame side assemblies, 
varying heights, such as an event chair (shorter leg length) or 25 4. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
stool (longer leg length) without affecting operation and use claim 3, wherein said rocker mechanism comprises a tubular 
of the chair in accordance with the present invention. The seat extension member projecting outwardly and downwardly 
panel 14 preferably provides a 17-inch seat height for the from the rear of at least one of the frame side assemblies and 
chair when in a set-up condition for use. The backrest panel received within a sleeve housing a spring to which the tubular 
16 preferably provides a high profile capable of supporting 30 member is attached, 
the user's upper back, neck and head, though various dimen
sions for the backrest panel 16 may be used without affecting 
operation of the chair in accordance with the present inven
tion. 

2. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 1, wherein each frame side assembly maintains at least 

3. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 

5. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 4, further comprising a pair of static support runners 
connected to and supporting each frame side assembly via the 
fulcrum point associated with each said frame side assembly; 

In alternate designs, the seat and backrest panels 14 and 16 35 wherein the sleeve of the rocker mechanism is supported 
can be rigid and collapsible with the chair frame 12. For by at least one of said support runners, 
example, the panels 14 and 16 can be fonned from plastic 6. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
panels that hinge in halfwhen the chair 10 is folded, but which claim 1, wherein the rocker mechanism comprises a tubular 
snap into a solid panel when the chair 10 is set-up. extension member projecting outwardly and downwardly 

The foregoing description of embodiments of the invention 40 from the rear of each of the frame side assemblies and 
received within a respective sleeve pivotally mounted to a 
respective support runner, each sleeve housing a compression 
spring to which the respective tubular member is attached, 

are possible in light of the above disclosure. The embodi- 7. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
ments described were chosen to best illustrate the principles 45 claim 6, said support runner associated with each frame side 
of the invention and practical applications thereof to enable 
one of ordinary skill in the art to utilize the invention in 
various embodiments and with various modifications as 

has been presented for the purpose of illustration and descrip
tion. It is not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the invention 
to the form disclosed. Obvious modifications and variations 

assembly further defining first and second longitudinally 
spaced apart contact points; and 

said chair further comprising a third contact point associ
ated with the lower end of the front leg portion of each 
frame side assembly; 

wherein each frame side assembly contacts the support 
surface on which said frame side assembly is set up with 
at least two of the first, second and third contact points at 
all rocking positions of the chair. 

8. Hie collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 1, 

wherein the rocker mechanism is attached to at least one of 

suited to the particular use contemplated. 
50 

What I claim is: 
1. A collapsible and portable rocking chair comprising: 
a chair frame comprising a pair of frame side assemblies 

having substantially mirrored construction and being 
relatively movable with respect to one another between 55 
a set-up condition of said chair where said frame side 
assemblies are transversely spaced apart from one 
another and a collapsed condition of said chair where 
said frame side assemblies are generally adjacent to one 
another, each frame side assembly including a front leg 60 
portion and a rear leg portion; 

a pair of generally U-shaped cross members pivotally con
nected to one another for pivotal movement between an 
open condition wherein said cross members are dis
posed to generally resemble an X-shaped configuration 65 
and a closed condition wherein said cross members are 
disposed in generally parallel relationship with one 

the front leg portion and 
the rear leg portion of each side frame assembly. 
9. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 

claim 8, wherein the front leg portion includes a tubular front 
leg member and the rear leg portion includes a tubular rear leg 
member; and 

wherein the rocker mechanism comprises a sleeve associ
ated with at least one of the front leg member and the rear 
leg member, said sleeve further housing a spring to 
which said leg member is connected. 
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10. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 1, wherein each cross member includes a front portion, 
a central front-back portion, and a rear portion, such that the 
front portions of the pair of cross members are pivotally 
connected at a front pivot point, the rear portions of the pair of 5 
cross members are pivotally connected at a rear pivot point, 
and the central front-back portions collectively define the seat 
support of the chair and receive the flexible seat panel ther
ebetween for supported a seated user. 

11. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 10 
claim 10, further comprising: 

a forward support brace connected between the front por
tion of each cross memberand the front leg portion of the 
frame side assembly to which the cross member is not 
pivotally connected at the terminal end thereof; and 

a rear support brace connected between the rear portion of 
each cross member and the rear leg portion of said frame 
side assembly. 

12. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 11, wherein at least one of the support braces includes 20 ward positions, 
an L-shaped slot that interacts with a pivot pin connecting 16. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
said at least one support brace with one of the frame side claiml5,whereinsaidrockermechanismcomprisesatubular 
assemblies. extension member projecting outwardly and downwardly 

13. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to from the rear of at least one of the frame side assemblies and 
claim 1 further comprising a backrest support member con- 25 received within a sleeve housing a spring to which the tubular 
nected to each frame side assembly; and a flexible backrest member is attached. 
support panel mounted between said backrest support mem
bers and defining a generally taut back support when the chair claim 16 ftrtkg,. comprising a pair of static support runners 
is in its set-up condition. 

14. A collapsible and portable rocking chair comprising: 
a chair frame comprising a pair of frame side assemblies 

having substantially mirrored construction and being 
relatively movable with respect to one another between 
a set-up condition of said chair where said frame side 
assemblies are transversely spaced apart from 
another and a collapsed condition of said chair where 
said frame side assemblies are generally adjacent to one 
another, each frame side assembly including a front leg 
portion and a rear leg portion; 

a fiilcrum point supporting each frame side assembly and 40 
about which said chair frame can move between forward 

a flexible seat panel mounted between the cross members 
and defining a generally taut seat when the cross mem
bers are in the open condition; 

a first foot associated with the front leg portion of each 
frame side assembly; 

a second foot associated with the rear leg portion of each 
frame side assembly; and 

a third foot associated with the fulcrum point of each frame 
side assembly; 

wherein each frame side assembly contacts the support 
surface on which said frame side assembly is set up with 
at least two of the first, second and third feet at all 
positions between the forward and rearward positions of 
the chair frame. 

15. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 14, further comprising at least one rocker mechanism 
attached to the chair frame for supporting the chair during 
movement of the chair frame between the forward and rear-

15 

17. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 

connected to and supporting each frame side assembly via the 
30 fulcrum point associated with each said frame side assembly; 

wherein the sleeve of the rocker mechanism is supported 
by at least one of said support runners. 

18. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
35 claim 15, wherein the rocker mechanism comprises a tubular 

extension member projecting outwardly and downwardly 
from the rear of each of the frame side assemblies and 
received within a respective sleeve pivotally mounted to a 
respective support runner connected to and supporting each 
frame side assembly via the fulcrum point associated with 
each said frame side assembly, each sleeve housing a com
pression spring to which the respective tubular member is 
attached. 

one 

and rearward positions whereby the front and rear leg 
portions move relative to the support surface on which 
the chair is set up with movement of the chair frame 
about the fulcrum points; 

a pair of generally U-shaped cross members pivotally con
nected to one another for pivotal movement between an 
open condition wherein said cross members are dis
posed to generally resemble an X-shaped configuration 
and a closed condition wherein said cross members are 50 
disposed in generally parallel relationship with one 
another, said cross members collectively defining a seat 
support when in the open condition, 

each cross member having terminal ends thereof pivotally 
secured to the front leg portion and the rear leg portion of 55 
one of the frame side assemblies; 

19. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
45 claim 15, wherein the rocker mechanism is attached to at least 

one of the front leg portion and the rear leg portion of each 
side frame assembly. 

20. The collapsible and portable rocking chair according to 
claim 19, wherein the front leg portion includes a tubular front 
leg member and the rear leg portion includes a tubular rear leg 
member; and 

wherein the rocker mechanism comprises a sleeve associ
ated with at least one of the front leg member and the rear 
leg member, said sleeve further housing a spring to 
which said leg member is connected. 
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Spring-Less Rocking 
Our MacRocker uses NO springs and is engineered to rock through its 
frame... and boy have we made it exclusive to Mac Sports. Outdoor 
rockers all tend to have the same issue. A spring. Springs, especially 
when outside, rust over time and when in contact with water. We 
designed the MacRocker from the ground up so that no springs are used 
and, in practice, realized that also rids the chair of rusting. 

Att. B-3 
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Folding Feature 
The Ultra-Compact MacRocker does not only fold in under 5 seconds but 
also lightweight enough to carry around without issue and sturdy 
enough to hold up-to 225 pounds 

Att. B-4 
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i 123 
Anti-Tipping 
The MacRocker with its plethora of features-stands out even further with 
its anti-tipping guards at each end of its rear legs that allow you to rock 
back further than most rocker chairs without ever falling back. 

We've tested consistently and thoroughly to make sure our new rocker 
tech works perfectly. 

Att. B-5 
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10/29/2019 Amazon.com ; Mac Sports C2163A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker Springless Rust-Free... 

0 EN Hello, Sign in 
- Account & Lists •» 

Returns & 
Orders Try Prime -All " mac rocker Cart Try Prime 

Deliver to Shop Halloween decor Best Sellers Customer Service Today's Deals Kansas City 64108 

Shop by Room Discover Shop by Style Home Decor Kitchen & Dining Bed & Bath Garden & Outdoor Home Improvemei Amazon Home Furniture 

Shop now Power through fall 
Shop outdoor power tools 

< Back to results 

•'lac Sports C2163A-100 
MacRocker Foldable 
Dutdoor Rocking Chair | 
lollapsible Folding Rocker 
jpringless Rust-Free Anti-
"ip Guard for Camping 
:ishing Backyard | Weight 
lapacity up to 225 lbs -

$79.99 
& FREE Shipping. Details 
& FREE Returns 

Want it Friday, Nov. 1? Order 
within 14 hrs 3 mins and choose 
Two-Day Shipping at checkout. 
Details 

./ 

In Stock. 

Qty i j ied 
y Mac Sports 

11 ratings 

Amazon's Choice V for "mac rocker" 
Add to Cart 

Buy Now 
ist Price: $85.00 

Price: $79.99 & FREE Shipping. 
Details & FREE Returns 

Sold by Mighti USA and Fulfilled 
by Amazon. 

ou Save: $6.00 (7%) 
CouponJ Add a Protection Plan: 

• 3-Year Protection for $9.99 
• 2-Year Protection for $7.99 

Save an extra $5.00 when you 
apply this coupon. 

Details 

• No assembly required - folds and 
unfolds in under 5 seconds for easy 
mobility and portability; comes with 
carry handles 

• MacRocker's exclusive spring less rust
proof proprietary Smooth rocking 
technology with Anti-tipping protection 
guards 

• No more squeaking noise; enjoy a 
peaceful nap by yourself or with your 
little ones on your lap on your porch, 
backyard, park, beach or campsite 

• Built with lightweight (10 lbs.) yet 
sturdy Powder-Coated Steel frame and 
600D canvas fabric to withstand all 
your picnicking, camping, Tailgating 
needs 

• Extremely well built - Supports up to 
250 pounds and has comfortable wide 
seating with padded arm rests and 
mesh pockets to store your drinks and 
personal items 

Roll over image to zoom in 

ijMfflLiijSiSii. • Add gift options 

VIDEO Deliver to Kansas City 64108 

Add to List 

New (2) from 
$79.99 + FREE Shipping 

Share 

[ Sell on Amazon ] Have one to sell? 

• Bagmin© 
Your ideal 

multi-functional 
cooler bag New (2) from $79.99 + FREE Shipping 

Bagmine 24 Can Cooler Bag Soft Sided 
Collapsible Insulated Lunch Bag Soft... 

95 

$15.99 -/prime 

Ad feedback 

https://www.ama2on.com/Mac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapslble-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 1/10 
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10/29/2019 Amazon.com : Mac Sports C2163A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker Springless Rust-Free... 

ETEKC1TY 

Camping Light & Comfort 
with Etekcity Air Mattress 

T& > Shop now 

Etekcity Air Mattress 

Ad feedback 

Frequently bought together 

Total price: $204.97 

[ Add all three to Car7'j 

+ + 
Add all three to List 

These items are shipped from and sold by different sellers. Show details 

0 This item: Mac Sports C2153A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker... $79.99 

0 GCI Outdoor Freestyle Rocker Portable Folding Rocking Chair $59.99 

0 GCI Outdoor FirePit Rocker Portable Folding Low Rocking Chair $64.99 

Page 1 of 10 Explore more Price Review Prime 

Like or dislike for instant 
recommendations 

$71 $39 $2488 $274 $212 $374 

^5 , 

i£) £> A 16 o? 
> 

$333 $101 $229 $188 $260 $253 

2̂  m~jr\ More 
like this 

Less 
like this 

16 n2) 16 •Q [6 

Sponsored products related to this item Page 1 of 28 

https://www.amazon.com/IVlac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapsible-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 2/10 
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Amazon.com : Mac Sports C2163A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker Springless Rust-Free... 10/29/2019 

|D €< 

na ; 
J/ Q. 

T*-

i 
KingCamp Heavy Duty 
Compact Camping Folding 
Mesh Chair with Side Table 
and Handle 

ALPHA CAMP Camp Chairs 
with Shade Canopy Chair 
Folding Camping Recliner 
Support 350... 

KingCamp Heavy Duty 
Camping Folding Director 
Chair Oversize Padded 
Seat with Side T... 

ALPHA CAMP Heavy Duty 
Canopy Lounge Chair 
Sunshade Hiking Travel 
Chair with Cup Hoi... 

Outsunny Mesh Outdoor 
Patio Folding Rocking 
Chair Set - Grey 

12 
$116.99 83 274 158 49 

$56.94 $55.99 $54.99 $69.99 
Ad feedback 

What other items do customers buy after viewing this item? 

GCI Outdoor Freestyle Rocker Mesh Chair (Black) 
51 

$72.99 

GCI Outdoor RoadTrip Rocker Outdoor Rocking Chair 
51 

.V. $74.99-$100.00 

5^! PORTAL Oversized Quad Folding Camping Chair High Back Cup Holder Hard Armrest Storage 
30 

$89.99 

Mac Sports Collapsible Outdoor Utility Wagon with Folding Table and Drink Holders, Gray n 
l 675 

9 offers from $70.68 

Special offers and product promotions 
• Your cost could be $29.99 instead of $79.99! Get a $50 Amazon.com Gift Card instantly upon approval for the Amazon Rewards 

Visa Card Apply now 

Have a question? 
Find answers in product info, Q&As, reviews 

Type your question or keyword 

From the manufacturer 

https://www.amazon.com/IVlac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapsible-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 3/10 
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10/29/2019 Amazon.com : Mac Sports C2163A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker Springless Rust-Free. 

Welcome to the Big Leagues 

T 
•L-i 

f 

Folding Feature 
The Ultra-Compact MacRocker does not only fold in under 5 seconds but 
also lightweight enough to carry around without issue and sturdy 
enough to hold up-to 225 pounds 

https://www.amazon,com/IVlac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapsible-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 4/10 
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Spring-Less Rocking 
Our MacRocker uses NO springs and is engineered to rock through its 

frame... and boy have we made it exclusive to Mac Sports. Outdoor 

rockers all tend to have the same issue. A spring. Springs, especially 
when outside, rust over time and when in contact with water. We 

designed the MacRocker from the ground up so that no springs are used 

and, in practice, realized that also rids the chair of rusting. 

Product description 
The Mac Sports MacRocker is Engineered with a smooth spring-less noise-less motion, the Mac Sports Outdoor Rocking Chair is its' newest portable folding 

chair to make your outdoors adventures that much more comfortable. The Mac Rocker has a built-in beverage holder and a convenient carry handle. Folds and 

unfolds in under S seconds and is built to withstand up to 225 Pounds. The freestyle rocker is constructed of lightweight and sturdy powder-coated steel along 

with a heavy duty GOOD canvas that makes the chair both tough and lightweight at the same time. No springs means no rust and no squeaking noise. Mac 
Sports' growth has been driven by and will continue to be governed by product innovation and unparalleled attention to quality Included Items Outdoor 

Folding MA Crocker with Carrying Handles 1-year limited Mac Sports Product Specs Open Dimensions: 24"W x 25" D x 33" H Seat Height: 16" H Folded 

Dimensions: 25" W x 5" D x 34" H Weight Capacity: 225 lbs. Product Weight: 4. 2 lbs. 

Product information 

5/10 https://www.amazon.com/Mac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapsible-Springless/clp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 
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10/29/2019 Amazon.com : Mac Sports C2163A-100 MacRocker Foldable Outdoor Rocking Chair | Collapsible Folding Rocker Springless Rust-Free... 

Warranty & Support Product Dimensions 24 x 25 x 33 inches 

Item Weight 12.3 pounds Product Warranty: For warranty information about this product, please click 

here 
Shipping Weight 12.3 pounds (View shipping rates 

and policies) Feedback 

Manufacturer Mac Sports If you are a seller for this product, would you like to suggest updates through 

seller support? 
Would you like to tell us about a lower price? ASIN B07SSCTSGF 

Item model number C2163A-100 

Customer Reviews 11 ratings 

4.6 out of 5 stars 

Best Sellers Rank #20,240 in Patio, Lawn & Garden 
(See Top 100 in Patio, Lawn & 
Garden) 
#130 in Camping Chairs 

Videos Page 1 of 3 

Videos for this product Videos for related products 

V FREESTYLE ROCKET i 

1̂ 
I i 

1:08 1:24 0:55 
Free style ASIN81 Mac Sports C2163A-100 

MacRocker Outdoor Portable... 
Manufacturer Video Manufacturer Video Manufacturer Video 

Upload your video 

Sponsored products related to this item Page 1 of 27 

m a 
J 

P J 

4 9 
Outsunny Mesh Outdoor 
Patio Folding Rocking 
Chair Set - Grey 

AmazonBasics Outdoor 
Patio Folding Rocking 
Chair, Beige 

KingCamp Heavy Duty 
Camping Folding Director 
Chair Oversize Padded 
Seat with SideT... 

KingCamp Heavy Duty 
Compact Camping Folding 
Mesh Chair with Side Table 
and Handle 

Devoko Patio Rocking Zero 
Gravity Chair Outdoor 
Wide Recliner Chair for 
Lawn Beach ... 12 203 

$116.99 $61.99 49 274 3 
$54.99 $69.99 $55.99 

Ad feedback 

• PillPack Your medication, delivered Learn more > 
An amainniror.uny 

https://www.amazon.com/Mac-Sports-C2163A-100-CollapsibIe-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 6/10 
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frjjB m 
'Mmr r 

The Sleep Hub | Safavieh 
- - • • t  ::m afaa 

Amazon Live was live 6 ' ago Safavieh Mercer Collect... Safavieh Paris Shag Co. 

1,031 

Safavieh American Ho... 

27 30 

$313.95-3345.99 S101.07-$120.56 

See details See details See details 

Ad feedback 

Customer questions & answers 

Have a question? Search for answers 

Question: Is it available in any other color? 

No, unfortunately this is the first of its kind and only available in red. We may expand color choices next year since they are so popular! 

By Mighti USA SELLER on August 6, 2019 

1 
Answer: 

vote 

Does this rocker have the ability to lock the rocker, so it will not rock when want to be still? 

There is no locking function on this rocker. If you do not want to rock, you would just have to sit still. 

By Mighti USA SELLER on July 17, 2019 

Question: 
1 

Answer: 
vote 

Customer reviews 
4.6 out of 5 

11 customer reviews 

Top Reviews 

Amazon Customer 

Great chair 

11 customer ratings 

59% 5 star 
July 14, 2019 41% 4 star 

3 star 

2 star 

Verified Purchase Early Reviewer Rewards (What's this?) 0% 
Very pleased with the chair; comfortable; well made; great value. 

4 people found this helpful 

0% 

0% 1 star 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

Review this product 
Share your thoughts with other customers Brad S. 

A great chair! Write a customer review 
July 23, 2019 
Verified Purchase 

Nice camping rocker! 

6 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

Debbie Lillie 

Good quality 
August 19, 2019 
Verified Purchase Early Reviewer Rewards (What's this?) 

I liked the comfort of this chair. I liked that it can rock and not tip over. I did. It like the side pocket to 

hold things. Inconvenient angle. 

464 

Shop now 

3 people found this helpful 
Ad feedback 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

https://www.amazon.com/Mac-Sports-C2163A-100-Collapsible-Springless/dp/B07SSCTSGF/ref=sr_1_1_sspa?keywords=mac+rocker&qid=1572383... 7/10 
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Cheryl Wiener 

Love it 
July 22, 2019 
Verified Purchase 

Great chair 

5 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

Ann 

Great Chair 
August 19, 2019 
Verified Purchase Early Reviewer Rewards (What's this?) 

This is a very comfy chair and great for rocking the grandkids to sleep while out camping. 

5 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

I JJ 

Best for camping! 
August 31, 2019 
Verified Purchase 

Awesome and very comfortable. I wish it had a little more travel for rocking but I'm enjoying it 

nonetheless. 

4 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

Kevin J. Kelly 

Great field chait 
July 22, 2019 
Verified Purchase Early Reviewer Rewards (What's this?) 

Comfortable and sturdy 

5 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 

kellie 

It was exactly what we wanted 
August 18, 2019 
Verified Purchase Early Reviewer Rewards (What's this?) 

It was a gift 

3 people found this helpful 

Comment Report abuse Helpful 
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