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THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLORADO

ROTHSCHILD BROADCAST
DISTRIBUTION SYSTEMS, LLC,
Plaintiff,
CIVIL ACTION NO.
V.
Z0OOM VIDEO COMMUNICATIONS,
INC., JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
Defendant.
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff Rothschild Broadcast Distribution Systems, LLC (“Plaintiff” or “Rothschild
Broadcast Distribution Systems”) files this complaint against Zoom Video Communications, Inc.
(“Zoom”) for infringement of U.S. Patent No. 8,856,221 (hereinafter the “*221 Patent”) and alleges
as follows:

PARTIES
1. Plaintiff is a Texas limited liability company with an office at 1801 NE 123 Street, Suite
314, Miami, FL 33181.
2. On information and belief, Defendant is a Delaware corporation, with a place of business
at 7601 E. Technology Way, 3rd Floor, Denver, CO 80237. On information and belief, Defendant
may be served through its agent, The Corporation Trust Company, Corporation Trust Center, 1209
Orange St., Wilmington, DE 19801.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. § 271 et seq.

Plaintiff is seeking damages, as well as attorney fees and costs.
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4. Jurisdiction is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 (Federal Question) and
1338(a) (Patents).
5. On information and belief, this Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant because

Defendant has committed, and continues to commit, acts of infringement in this District, has
conducted business in this District, and/or has engaged in continuous and systematic activities in
this District.

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant’s instrumentalities that are alleged herein to
infringe were and continue to be used, imported, offered for sale, and/or sold in the District.

7. Venue is proper in this District under 28 U.S.C. §1400(b) because Defendant is deemed to
be a resident in this District. Alternatively, acts of infringement are occurring in this District and
Defendant has a regular and established place of business in this District.

BACKGROUND

8. On October 7, 2014, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (“USPTO”) duly and
legally issued the 221 Patent, entitled “System and Method for Storing Broadcast Content in a
Cloud-Based Computing Environment” after the USPTO completed a full and fair examination.
The 221 Patent is attached as Exhibit A.

9. Rothschild Broadcast Distribution Systems is currently the owner of the *221 Patent.

10.  Rothschild Broadcast Distribution Systems possesses all rights of recovery under the "221
Patent, including the exclusive right to recover for past, present and future infringement.

11. The 221 Patent contains thirteen claims including two independent claims (claims 1 and

7) and eleven dependent claims.
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COUNT ONE
(Infringement of United States Patent No. 8,856,221)
12. Plaintiff refers to and incorporates the allegations in Paragraphs 1 - 11, the same as if set
forth herein.
13. This cause of action arises under the patent laws of the United States and, in particular

under 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, et seq.

14. Defendant has knowledge of its infringement of the 221 Patent, at least as of the service
of the present complaint.

15. Upon information and belief, Defendant has infringed and continues to infringe one or
more claims, including at least Claim 7, of the ‘221 Patent by making, using, importing, selling,
and/or offering for media content storage and delivery systems and services covered by one or
more claims of the ‘221 Patent.

16. Accordingly, Defendant has infringed, and continues to infringe, the 221 Patent in
violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271.

17. Defendant sells, offers to sell, and/or uses media content storage and delivery systems and
services, including, without limitation, the CuriosityStream streaming platform, and any similar
products (“Product”), which infringes at least Claim 7 of the ‘221 Patent.

18. The Product practices a method of storing (e.g., cloud storage) media content (e.g. and
recorded music) and delivering requested media content to a consumer device. Certain aspects of
these elements are illustrated in the screenshots below and/or in those provided in connection with

other allegations herein.
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Overview

Cloud recording is automartically enabled forall paid subscribers. When you record a meeting

and choose Record to the Cloud, the video, audio, and chat text are recorded in the Zoom

cloud. The recording files can be downloaded to a computer or streamed from a browser.

Source: https://support.zoom.us/he/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recordin

Overview

You can record your Zoom mesting of webinar locally 1o your computer or 1o the Zoom choud

if you are a licensed user. Files stored on the choud can be accessed on your desktop or from

the web. Locally recorded meetings and webinars can only be accessed on the computer that

recorded the meeting, This article covers finding and viewing recordings from the Zacm

client or the Zoom web portal.

Source: https:y//support.zoom.us/he/en-us/articles/206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordings

Finding and viewing recordings

Viewing your recordings on the Zoom client will show all cloud recordings dene by this

user and any local recordings by this user on this computer. It will not show local

recordings done on a different computer, even if the same Zoom account was used.




Case 1:20-cv-02878-DDD Document 1 Filed 09/22/20 USDC Colorado Page 5 of 20

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hcfen-us/articles/206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordin

« Cloud recordings will only have the option to Open the recording. If

you click Open, it will open your default web browser 1o the

recording files an the Zoom web portal.

Recording on i0S and Android

Overview

Yol can record your meeting or webipar 1o the Zoom doud from your mobile gevice with the

Eoom app. Cloud recordmg allowes you to view, share, amd downlcad your recardings from

yaur Foom account: Lesrn morg abaur Closd Recarding

Source; https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203066759-Recording-on-i0S-and-Android

Cloud recording storage capacity

Thu folloaing tasle goas over the amount of ssorage capaciny avafable for oach plan
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Note: An amad abert will Do gant 10 1he Jorount owner Whan Usage 15 31 S0 of Tha saascrihen

sInraga it i the storage i s reached during @ receading, the meenng will contimie tn

record urdil it i3 ended
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Source: https://support.zoom.us/hecfen-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recording
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Pricing for additional storage (US Dollars):

Plan

$40 per month

Storage

$100 per Month

2500 per Month

100 GB

500 CB

3TB

Additional 1 GB

$1.5/GB

$0.5/GB

$0.1/GB

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recordin

« Viewers can download: Allows viewers to download the video in addition to

viewing it online.

« On-demand(Registration Required): Requires users to enter their name and email

download a report with this information.

address before viewing or downloading the recording. The host will be able to

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205347605
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|ack Barker's Zoom Meeting » -

Recording 1

Shiréd screen with sptakeér view

Ao BManutrint It {1

Bhared scress wilh speaker view

BT TISCF T £ 1

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hcfen-us/articles/205347605

Playing cloud recordings

Why is there a video icon before the cloud recording starts
playing?

When viewing a cloud recording online, the camera icon is used as a loading Indicator for the

video. Thiz icon is not present if you dewnload the cloud recarding and view it locally on your

computer.
—_

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360040771752-Freguently-asked-guestions-about-local-
and-cloud-recording

19. The Product necessarily includes a receiver configured to receive a request message
including data indicating requested media content (e.g., the Product must have infrastructure to
receive a request to store recorded media content or to stream recorded media content on a
smartphone; additionally, the request message must contain data that identifies the content to be
stored or streamed) and a consumer device identifier corresponding to a consumer device (e.g., the
user credentials are used to access the contents of the Product). Certain aspects of these elements
are illustrated in the screenshots below and/or in those provided in connection with other

allegations herein.
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Overview

Clowd recording is automatically enabled for all paid subscribers. When you record a meeting

and choose Recard to the Cloud, the video, audio, and chat text are recorded in the Zoom

cloud. The recording files can be downloaded to a computer or streamed from a browser.

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recording

Overview

You can recard your Zoom meeting of webinar Iecally to your computer o te the Zoom cloud

if vou are a licensed user. Files stored on the cloud can be accessed on vour desktop or from

the web. Locally recorded meetings and wehinars can only be accessed on the computer that

recarded the meeting, This article covers findirg and viewing recordings fram the foom

client or the Zoom web potal,

Source: httpsy//support.zoom.us/he/en-us/articles/ 206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordings

Finding and viewing recordings

Viewing your recordings on the Zoom client will show all cleud recordings dene by this

user and any local recordings by this user on this computer. It will not show local

recordings done on a different computer, even if the same Zoom account was used.
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Authentication Profiles for Cloud Recordings

Overview

ithenticalion profilé i T 05t Ore | r SANTS ¥ Ca [ recorg V5,8
wh & ed into Zc and even réstrict it to Zoom users whose ema jdrésses use a
ert lomain

a viewer tries to watch the recording and does not meet the defined authentication criteria
e t gin vith the Tect ema ain i ne it), the g ve The
DI OWINH tage

You cannot view this recording

N DTS O

Source:

https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/36003775667
Recordings

71-Authentication-Profiles-for-Cloud-
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Enabling Authentication Profiles

Enabling Authentication Profiles at the User Level

1. Sign into the Zoom web portal sed navigste 1o Settlngs.

2. Click the Recarding 150

1. Enable Gnly authenticated wzers can view clowd recordings

4. 1 the setting is disabded, click the Status 1o0gbe v enabbe i, IF a sverification dialog

diplavs, choose Turn On o genily e
PMode: |1 e CTion i graves our, I nas bean 1oc ke 3 eiTher the Growg of Acosm

lewel, ardd you will need to contact your Zeom administrator

Oy wFmnbicaing wwer e wlew choud recondings u

Source:
Recordings

Could not cannect to the elAPTCHA service. Fieaze check waur
interret tommection and relosd to pota mCAPTCHA chalenge.

Source: hitps:/fzoom.us/signin

20.  The at least one server necessarily determines whether the consumer device identifier
corresponds to the registered consumer device (e.g., a user must be a registered user to access the
Product’s services). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screenshots below
and/or in those provided in connection with other allegations herein.

21.  The Product provides for both media downloads and/or storage, and media streaming. After
a successful login, the Product necessarily determines whether the request received from a
customer is a request for storage (e.g., recording or storing content) or content (e.g., streaming of
media content). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screenshots below and/or

in those provided in connection with other allegations herein.



Case 1:20-cv-02878-DDD Document 1 Filed 09/22/20 USDC Colorado Page 11 of 20

‘Overview

Cloud recording is automatically enabled for all paid subscribers. When you record a meeting

and choose Record to the Cloud, the video, audio, and chat text are recorded in the Zoom

cloud. The recording files can be downloaded to a computer or streamed from a browser.

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hcf/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recordin

Overview

You can record your Zoom mesting or webinar locally 1o your computar or 10 the Zoom cloud

if wou are a livensed user. Files stored on the cloud can be accessed on your desktop or from

the web. Locally recorded meetings and wehinars can only be accessed on the computer that

recatded the meeting, This article covers finding and viewing recardings fram the Zoom

client or the Zoom web portal,

Source: https://support.zoom.us/he/en-us/articles/206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordings

Finding and viewing recordings

Viewing yout recordings on the Zoom client will show all loud recordings dene by this

user and any local recordings by this user on this computer. It will not show local

recordings done on a different computer, even if the same Zoom account was used.

Source: httpsy//support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordin
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+ Cloud recordings will only have the option to Open the recording. If

you click Open, it will open your default web browser to the

recording files on the Zoom web portal.

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206277393-Finding-and-Viewing-Recordings

Recording on 10S and Android

Overview

¥ou can record your meeting or webinar to the Zoom cloud from your mobile device with the

Zoom app. Cloud recording allows you to view, share. and download your recordings from

your Zoom account. Learn more about Cloud Recording

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203066759-Recording-on-i0S-and-Android

« Viewers can download; Allows viewers to download the video in addition to

viewing it online.

. Dn-demand{ﬂegistration Required): Requires users to enter their name and email

address before viewing or downloading the recarding. The host will be able to

download a report with this information,

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205347605

22.  The Product verifies that media content identified in the media data of the storage request
message (e.g., request to record content) is available for storage in order to prevent data errors that
would result from attempting to store content that is not available for storage. The Product must
verify that the media content (e.g. specific recording) identified in the media data of the storage
request message is available for storage in order to prevent data errors that would result from
attempting to store content that is not available for storage (e.g., the product must verify a user’s
ability to store video is limited to a certain amount of memory usage based upon their subscription;

thus media content may not be available for storage if a user is already above their memory limit
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or if the user has not subscribed to any service). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated

in the screenshots below and/or in those provided in connection with other allegations herein.

Cloud recording storage capacity

The following table goes over the amount of storage capacity available for each plan

PMan Typa Included Storage Capacity
Pro 1 CB/Pro User
Business 1 CGB/Pro User
Education 0.5 GB/Pro User
Zoom Rooms 1 GBfZoom Room

Note: An emall alert will be sent 1o the account owner when usage (s at 80% of the subscribed

storage limic if the storage limit is reached during a recording, the meating will continue 1o

record until ITis ended.

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recording
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Fricing for additional stoeage (U5 Dollars):
-
$40 per month | GE
S100 fser Madi1h SO0 CH
S500 per Manth 1TE

A dieianal | GB

FL5/CR

0.5/CR

¥0.1/CE

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hcfen-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recording
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Making a recnrding on-demand

| . Login to your 2oom weh portal and navigate to My Recordings

2. Chck on the meeting topic for the recording that you would like to make on

demand
—_—
Frgarmy 1 Ta [=ite il ]
Search by 1D -
i8id el iw Al
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Weew Lisar Traming

holiy Parier's Toam hMeatng

All Szatum §

-

Tt Time
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File Sire aan
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2 Pl il 28 dayn
Lsh

Shane

e =

Sharg..

My -

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hef/en-us/articles/360000488283-0n-demand-recordings

23. Ifacustomer requests content (e.g., live streaming of media content), then a processor within

the Product necessarily initiates delivery of the content to the customer’s device. The server will

initiate delivery of the requested media content to the consumer device (e.g., stream media content

feed to a smartphone or tablet etc.) if the request message is a content request message (€.g., request

for live streaming). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screen shots below

and/or in screen shots provided in connection with other allegations herein.
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|ack Barker's Zoom Meeting » -

FRacording 1
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Source: httpsy//support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/205347605

Playing cloud recordings

Why is there a video icon before the cloud recording starts
playing?

When viewing a cloud recording online, the camera icon is used as a loading indicator for the

viden. This icon is not present if you download the cloud recording and view it locally on your

computer.

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/360040771752-Freguently-asked-guestions-about-local-
and-cloud-recording

24. The media data time data that indicates a length of time to store the requested media content
(e.g. a user is allowed to store media content for limited amount of time as based upon their
subscription level). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screenshots below and/or

in those provided in connection with other allegations herein.
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« Record meeting as WORM state (write once, read many): After enabling this
setting, cloud recordings cannot be edited or deleted in the web portal. If a

retention time range has been configured, recordings can't be edited or deleted

until the retention period expires.

Note:
« This setting needs to be enabled by Zoom. After contacting support,
please allow up to 3 business days for the feature to be enabled.
« If you set an recording to auto delete, the time to auto delete will only

apply after the retention period expires.

« Auto delete cloud recordings after days: Delete cloud recordings after the

specified amount of days.

Source: hitps://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/203741855-Cloud-recording
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Cloud recording storage capacity

The fallowing table goes over the amount of storage capacity available for each plan

Plan Typ= Included Swerage Capacity
Pra I 'GB/Pro Usar
Busingss 1 GB/Pro User
Educarion 0.5 GB/Pro Usar
foom Rooms I GB/Zoam Roam

Mote An emall alert will be sent to The account owner when usage 15 at 80% af the subscribed

storage Nimie IF the storage [imit 15 reached during a recarding, the meeting will continue 1o

record until it isended.

Source: https://support.zoom.us/he/en-usfarticles/203741855-Cloud-recording

Pricing for additional storage (US Dollars)
Plais Additienal | GR
5461 per manth 100 GE §1.5/GE
5140 per Month SOgGE 0. 5/GE
F500 par Month ATE 50.1/GE

Source: httEE:zd support.zoom.us/hc/en —usﬂarticleq 203741855 Cloud-recording
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|ack Barkers Toom Meeting » -

Recording 1
:] l
Charsd Roredn w il SoRakEr e

Recording 2

Shaneed Blieeh Wil SORibE vew
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Source: httpsy//support.zoom.us/he/en-us/articles/205347605

4. Use the sliders to specify the start time and the end time for the recording, then

click Save.

FMlayback Range

5. Click Share
A message displays, showing the meeting topic and time along with a link to the

recording, and the Access Password, if you enabled that optian

Source: https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/115003001383-Cloud-Recording-Playback

25. The server must first determine whether the requested media content exists prior to initiating
delivery in order to prevent data errors that would result from attempting to transmit media content
that does not exist (e.g. the product must verify that a particular requested data is stored in the
cloud). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screenshots below and/or in those
provided in connection with other allegations herein.

26. After the processor determines whether the requested media content is available, it determines
whether there are restrictions associated with the requested media content (e.g., subscription level
etc.). Certain aspects of these elements are illustrated in the screenshots provided in connection

with other allegations herein.
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27. Defendant’s actions complained of herein will continue unless Defendant is enjoined by this
Court.

28. Defendant’s actions complained of herein is causing irreparable harm and monetary damage
to Plaintiff and will continue to do so unless and until Defendant is enjoined and restrained by this
Court.

29.  The 221 Patent is valid, enforceable, and was duly issued in full compliance with Title 35
of the United States Code.

30. A copy of the ‘221 Patent, titled “System and Method for Storing Broadcast Content in a
Cloud-based Computing Environment,” is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

31. By engaging in the conduct described herein, Defendant has injured Plaintiff and is liable
for infringement of the "221 Patent, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 271.

32. Defendant has committed these acts of literal infringement, or infringement under the doctrine
of equivalents of the "221 Patent, without license or authorization.

33.  As aresult of Defendant’s infringement of the 221 Patent, injured Plaintiff has suffered
monetary damages and is entitled to a monetary judgment in an amount adequate to compensate
for Defendant’s past infringement, together with interests and costs.

34. Plaintiff is in compliance with 35 U.S.C. § 287.

35.  As such, Plaintiff is entitled to compensation for any continuing and/or future infringement
of the "221 Patent up until the date that Defendant ceases its infringing activities.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

36.  Rothschild Broadcast Distribution Systems, under Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil

Procedure, requests a trial by jury of any issues so triable by right.
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WHEREFORE, Plaintiff asks the Court to:

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

(a) Enter judgment for Plaintiff on this Complaint on all cases of action asserted herein;

(b) Enter an Order enjoining Defendant, its agents, officers, servants, employees, attorneys, and

all persons in active concert or participation with Defendant who receives notice of the order from

further infringement of United States Patent No. 8,856,221 (or, in the alternative, awarding

Plaintiff running royalty from the time judgment going forward);

(c) Award Plaintiff damages resulting from Defendants infringement in accordance with 35 U.S.C.

§ 284;

(d) Award Plaintiff such further relief to which the Court finds Plaintiff entitled under law or

equity.

Dated: September 22, 2020

Respectfully submitted,

/s/ Jay Johnson

JAY JOHNSON

State Bar No. 24067322

KIZZIA JOHNSON, PLLC
1910 Pacific Avenue, Suite 13000
Dallas, Texas 75201

(214) 451-0164

Fax: (214) 451-0165
jay@kjpllc.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF



