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.
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COMPILAINT

. E"‘
Plaintiff TPI Solutions, Inc. (hereinafter “Plaintiff” or "TPI”} by its attorneys, hef‘eh:,r_complains

of Defendant American Express Company (hercinafter “American Express”) as follows: |

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the Patent Laws of the United States,
35 U.S.C. §1 e# seq. This Court has jurisdiction over the federal claims which ate the subject

matter of this action pursuant to 28 U.5.C. §1331 and 28 U.S.C. §1338.
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Venue is proper in this Court, pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1321{b} - {d) and 28 U.8.C. §1400(b),
in that Defendant is a corporation subject to personal jurisdiction within this judicial diserict

and has committed acts of infringement in this judicial district.

THE PARTILES
Plaintff TPI Solutions, Inc, is a corporation of the State of New York, having a principal place
of business ar 1122 Coney Island Avenue, Suite 216, Brooklyn, New York 11230-2345,
Upen information and belief, Defendant American Express Company is a corporation of the

State of New York, having a principal place of business at 200 Vesey Street, 49" Floor, New

York, New York 10285,

BACKGROLIND

Plaindff TPI Sclutions, Inc. is the assignee of United States Patent No. 6,422,462 Bl
(hereinafrer “the 462 patent™} issued ro Morris E. Cohen of Brooklyn, New York,

The ‘462 patent is directed to new financial products and services, including new forms of
financial cards and methods incorporating such cards.

The cards of the ‘462 patent are new “customized” financial cards for individuals and
corporations to provide to others, In accordance with the inventions of the 462 patent, a credit
card company can provide limited use credit cards for its customers to give out, wherein the
cards can be used at particular predetermined locations, but not at other locations normally

accepting that company's cards.
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For example, a credit card company such as American Express@ can provide customers with a
special American Express® card which is custemized to be valid at any restaurant accepting the
American Express® card, buc not anywhere else. If the customer gives this card w someone,
and he or she were to atrempt to use it, for example, to buy toys, the card would not operate.
Even though the toy store normally accepts the American Express® card, this particular
American Express® card would not be valid there, since the card was customized for use at
restaurants only.

In further examples, cards can be customized for use only at a particular group of locacions, or
at particular types of locations, or in numerous other manners. Thus, cards can be customized

for use ar retailers only, or at restaurants, hotels and airlines only, or so forth.

On July 23, 2002, United States Patent No. 6,422,462 cntitled “Apparatus and Mechods for
Improved Credit Cards and Credit Card T'ransactions” was duly and lawfully issucd to Mr.
Cohen for his inventions by the United States Patent and Trademark Office. A copy of the
‘462 pacent is artached as Exhibit A herero.

The ‘462 patent was assigned to Plaindff TPI Selutions, Inc., who is the owner of all righe, ticle
and interest in the 462 patent.

Currently, without license or authority of Plaintiff, Defendant American Express is making,
sclling, using, and offering for sale products embodying the patented inventions of the *462
patent, and is practicing the methods of the “462 patent.

An example of one of Defendant’s infringing products is the “Be My Guest® Dining Card”.
The Be My Guest® Dining Card is a new customized card that is being provided by American

Express®, the card being customized to be limited for use in restaucants only.
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15. A sample of materials from the American Express® website, illustrating some of Defendant’s
infringing products and methods, is attached as Exhibit B hereto'.

16.  On Scptember 23, 2002, Defendant was verbally informed of the existence of the 462 patent,
and finther informed in writing by letter dated September 24, 2002,

17. When no rcsponse was received, Plaintff celephonically contacted Defendant after
approximately two months to notify Defendant that its activities werc infringing, and to
attempt an amicable resolution of this matrer withour the need for litigation.

18.  To date, Defendant has not provided Plaintiff with any defensc or response.

19.  Despite the passage of over six months, Defendant has ighored Plaintiff's notifications.

20,  Despite notice of the patcnt, Defendant has continued to sell its infringing products, and
engage in acts infringing the *462 patent.

21.  Defendant’s acts are with full knowledge of the *462 patent.

22.  Defendant’s acts are continuing and are willful.

23.  Upon information and belief, Defendant will continue to willfully infringe until Defendant is
restrained and enjoined by this Court from continuing to commit its infringing acts.

FIRST CAUSE OF ACTION:
PATENT INFRINGEMENT
IN VIOTLATION OF 35 U.S.C, §101 et seq.

24, Plaintiff repeats and realleges each and ¢very allegation contained in paragraphs 1 through 23,
as if fully sct forth herein,

25.  Defendant’s acts constitute ditect infringement of the ‘462 patent under 35 U.S.C. §271.

26.  Defendant’sacts further constitute contriburory infringement of the *462 patent, and constirute
inducment of infringement, both under 35 U.5.C, §271.

' As of the filing date of the present Complaint, the materials provided in Exhibit B correspond
to webaddresses  http:/fwwwl O.americanexpress.com/fsiffcda/pagef0,1641,16142,00.asp  and
hetp:f 10.americanexpress.com/siffcdalpage/0,1641,16130,00.asp respectively.

4
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DAMAGES AND INJUNCTIVE RELIEF

Defendant’s acts are with full knowledge of the "462 patent.

Defendant’s acts of infringement are willful and deliberare.

Plaintiff has ne adequate remedy at law.

Plainiiff is suffering irreparable harm as a result of the illegal acts of Defendant.

The harm to Plaintiff and the illegal acts of Defendant will continue unless Defendant is
restrained and enjoined by this Court from continuing to commit its infringing acts.
Defendant has profited and is benefiting from its infringing activities.

As a result of Defendant’s conduct, Plaintiff has been substantially harmed, and has suffered

damages in an amount not yct determined.

LJEY TRIAL DEMAND
Pursuant to Rule 38 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and all applicable law, Plainciff

requests a teial by jury on all issues so triable.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff TPI Scolutions, Inc. prays that Judgment be rendered in favor of

Plaintiff TPE Solutions, Inc, and against Defendant American Express Company, as follows:

{A)  That Defendant has directly infringed Plaintitf's rights under United States Patene No,
United States Patent No. 6,422,462 (“the ‘462 patent™);

{B)  That Defendant has contributorily infringed, and induced infringement of Plaintiff's
rights under United States Pacent No. United Staces Patent No, 6,422,462 (“the *462
patent” );

{C)  That Defendant has willfully infringed one or more claims of the ‘462 patent;

{D)  That United States Patent Ne. 6,422,462 was duly and legally issued by the U.S, Parent
Office, and is valid and enforceable;

5.
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(E)

(F}

(G)

(H)

4y

That Defendant, their officers, agents, servants, employees, representatives, distributors
and all persons in concert or participation with Defendant be enjoined pursuant to 35
11.5.C. §283 from engaging in any activities which infringe Plaintiff's rights in the ‘462
patent under 35 U.5.C. §271, and all applicable law;

That Defendant, their officers, agents, servants, employees, represencatives, disteiburors,
and all persons in concert or participation with them be enjoined pursuant to 35 11.5.C.
§283 from making, using, importing, exporting, offcring for sale and selling any
products which directly infringe or contriburerily infringe or induce infringement of
the ‘462 patent under 35 U.S.C. §271, and all applicable law,

That Defendant be directed to file with this Court and serve on Plaintiff within chirty
(30) days after service of the injunction, a report in writing, under oath, setting forth
in detail the manner and form in which the Defendant has complied with the
injunction;

That Defendant be required to account for and pay over to Plaindff all damages
sustained as a consequence of Defendant’s infringement of Plaintiff's patent, including
all damages astriburable to derived by, or resulting from the acts complained of in this
Complaint, with an assessment of pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on all
damages so computed, and thar the damages be trebled pursuant to 35 ULS.C. § 284
because of the knowing and willful conduct of Defendant;

That Defendant be required to account for and pay over to Plaintiff any and all profits,
gains and advantages attributable to, detived by, or resulting from, the acts complaned
of in this Complaint, including an assessment of pre-judgment and post-judgment
interest on all damages so computed, and that the damages be trebled pursuant to 33
U.5.C. § 284 because of the knowing and willful conduct of Defendant;

That Defendant be required to account for and pay over to Plainaiff all such damages

as the Court deems proper under the Patene Laws of the United States;
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(K}  That Defendant be required to deliver up for fmpc-undrﬁent during the pendency of
this action, and for destruction thereafier, all copies of the infringing materials in its
possession or under its control, and all materials, including molds and master models,
used for making same;

(L} That Plaintiff recover the costs of this action, including its expenses and rcasonable
attorney's fees pursnant to 35 U.S.C. §285, because of the deliberate and willful nature
of the infringing activities of Defendant sought to be enjoined hereby, which make this
an exceptional case warranting such award; and,

(M} Thac Plaintiff have such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and
equitable.

Dated: April 2, 2003 Respectfully submiteed,
Brooklyn, New York

-

Morrts£. Cohen (M 4620)

Law Office of Morris 5. Cohen, Esq.
1122 Coney Island Avenue, Suite 217
Brooklyn, New York 11230-2345
{718} 859-8009 (phone)

(718} 839-3044

Artorneys for Plaintift I'PI Solutions, Inc.
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U.S. Patent Jul. 23, 2002 US 6,422,462 B1

Figure 1

Credit card: normally in an “off” state

}

Card turned on by the cardhalder for a Limited T
time period, use, etc., preferably by a call 1o the

company or using a computer to send informatian

to the credit card company

}

Card is on, and transactions during thar time
period, or for that use, erc. are anthorized/
approved by the credit card company when the
vendor requests an authorization/ approval T

}

Time periad elapses, use oceurs, erc,

l

Card reverts to an “off” state, and no transacrions
will be authorized/approved

! i

Prooess is repeated by the cardholder with the -
card as often as the cardholder desires
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APPARATUS AND METHODS FOR
IMPROVED CREIMT CARDS AND CREDIT
CARD TRANSACTIONS

RELATED APPIICATIONS

The present application claims all rights of priority (o ULS.
Provisional Application Ser. No. 60/079.884 filod Mur. 30,
1008,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Credit cards are cumently @ commen financial teol. Yed,
credit card fraud is a considerable concern for credit gard
companics, The problem occurs when an unscrupulous
individual obiains a copy of a persen’s eredit card
information, and then uses (hat infocmation to fravdulently
charge purchases 1o the persen's card until the theft ia
moticed and further use of the card is hlocked. In addition to
being u coosiderable problem for the cird compunies
the mseslves, this illagal practice cavses inconveniencs and
snooyanee fer the innocent user whase card has somehow
bean compromised.

Such fraud is & potential problem in various contexts, but
recenily has beeome of sipnificunl concera in Imemet rans-
actions in patticuler. Transmission of crodit cand infrmation
over the Ioernet has long been suspeet due to the risk of
individuels monitoring trabfic over the network and then
using that information for their persomal gein. Whils scevre
netwarks and connections have been inccasingly available
over the past several years, many ate nooctheless unwilling
to transmit any credit card information over the Taterel, due
to the possibility that valuable credit eard information could
be interocpresd.

In addition, monitering, cantral and repulation of expen-
ditures and hvances is a frequent concern of companies and
individuals, Il is always desirable 1o provide apparats and
methods which improve the apparatus and methods for such
menitering, coatel and regulation. Accordingly, thers are
mumerous improvements which have been heretnfore
wnkngwm in the art, which fmprowve e effectivencss, valug,
andjor the cificiency of credit cards, cither in general or
wertain 1ypes of financial irsnsactions,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Ii is an object of e present invention to provids
improved credit cards snd methods for eeedil card transac-
tioms.

It is a further object of the present invention Lo provide for
customized vse credil cavds.

It is 4 further abject of the present invention 1o provide for
user-detined credit cards for vse in fingmcial rransactions,

s 2 funher objeet of the present invention to provide for
disposable eredit cands.

It is & Turther object of the prescot inventian te pravide for
limited wse crodit cards.

It is & Furlher object of the present inventicn o provide
methods and apparatus Tov secure iransmission of coedit cand
informaticn.

Inis a further object of the present invention Lo provide
methods and apparatvs for minimizing credit card fraud, and
the ameunts of less that conld ocenr should card information
b interceptcd.
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Tt is also an object of the investion o provide methods and
apparatus [or tansmission of ¢redit card infermation over
the Tnlernel with 3 minimal risk of possible feand or logs.

Tn adition to the prevention and reduciion of fraed, il is
a [urther objoct of the inveniion Lo provide improved types
of credil cards, and improwved methods [or credil card
transactions,

In accordapce with the iovention, a variety of new forms
of credit cards aod credit card mettods are disclosed herein.
I sorme of he disclossd embodiments, the cands and meth-
ol provide improved credit eards and methods providiog
for castomization, lmited nse, single use {disposability), or
so forih. Additonally or altecnatively, in some of the dis-
clossd cmbadiments, the cards and methods inchate new
forms of credit cards designed 1o reduce or preveat fravd, [o
addition to, or a5 an allernative t the prevention of fraud, o
same of the crohadiments disclosed hepein, aew credit cands
aod associated methods are provided for the improve ment of
peedit card (ranssctions aodior [or availabilily of an
cxpanded array of finaneial products o consumes.

ERIEF DESCRIPTION OF 1ML BRAWINGS

FIG. | iz a schematic illustration of ibe eustomization of
2 credil cord in accordapee with one cmbodiment of the
PrCscnt insvenlion.

LESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

[n sesordancs with fhe present imvention, in one erbodi-
ment of the present inwebtion, to address the problera of
crehit card fraed, a new system of dispossble credit card
numbers is disclosed horein, These ceedit cards or enadil card
pumbers are generated for a one time, single transaction
Dasts, after which they arc dispused of, or throwa wway, The
numbers can be need by a usor over the Internct or any other
cHmminicdlons system, whether open or secure, ta effect 2
single trapsaction. After 2 ooe time wse of the credit card
mutber, the mumber is deactivatod by the issning credit card
compuny such that it is oo longer availably for wse, I this
menner, a credit card company nesd oot wait o leam
whether a given crodil card mumber has been Dntercepted,
and one or wore fawdulent purchases made (with the
attendanl possible loss of time, money and manpower inves-
tigating and resolving such matters} before dealing with ihe
wesuhs of the poteadal theft, Ratber, all oumbars used pver
the netwatk, or in a corlain contesl, are assumed inseaurs,
and oace uscd For the first tine, are oo longer available for
uss, By doitg so, the company, 3 10 speak, “boats the 1hiel
bo the punch,” having already doactivated the mumber after
a siople wse af the card, even before learning of the frawd.

1a other embodiments of the invenlion, eustomized or
lmited wse credit cards are provided. These cards are
custonnized, preferably by Oie user, to suit the user’s desives
ar needs. A5 & Tesull, they peovids methods and appacaits
which have been heretafore unknown in the arl, et which
provide benefits that Imprave the efficiency, case and wses of
payment [ur poads and services.

Various cobodiments of the inventions ars possille con-
sistent with the inventlons herein. Abthough refersnee ds
ocpesionelly made to either the disposeble credit card
embodineat or the customized credit card ¢mbodiment
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herein, the foatures disclosed in associalion wWith one can
likewise e applied 1o (be other, as well.

With respeet 1o the credit card’s owmber ftsclf, fn ons
prelemed pmbodiment, for example, the credit card oumber
is indislinguisheble from permsnent, ordinary credit card
oumbers. By making the customized eredit card number
indistinpuishable feom regnlae mumnbers Both wiems and ven-
dors e socowrsged 10 usc the ceedit card in e same
mannsr as regular credit cards,

Similarly, by making the lemporary disposable numbers
for likewise the customized credit card mimber) indistin-
guishable in appeacsncs from reguler credit card oumbers, a
potcmifal thief is uaable to tell in advance that 3 pacicuiar
mimber is & disposable oumber, and alseady not vakid. This
may in wm éohanes the potential of calching the thief by
alecting the ¢redit card company the first time someons
attempis to illegelly vse (he pilforcd oumber,

With respect o either the dizpasable or the oestomized
credit card, refevant information (such &5 lbé cxpimiion date
&,y van gither be printed on fhe caed or verbally wansmitied
to the user. Likewise, the Hmiled use nature of the card
(cither in 2 general sease or the specific limilations), the
slisposability of the card, the ramge of Jdates or validily of the
card, etc, may either be proted oo the card o transmied to
the user, wheiber verbally ar in wriling.

In another embodiment, the customized or the disposable
numiber is the user's regular credit card number with a series
af digits or alphuoumeric characters either insected thersin,
or facked on at e end. This embodiment allows cach
ehstogmized on disposable card fo e easily nated by Lhe user
to be a mere extension of his or her regular number.

Many of the cmbodiments herein could be wsed in oom-
Junction with a policy by the credit card company {ar by the
main cardbolder or the wser) inm which purchases from
Interoet transaciions, for example {or purchases over vnse-
cure petworks), are oply aescpled if made in coapinetiaon
with & dispesable or eustomized credit card mumber,

The inwention can be practiced according to a wide
vaticly of cmbodiments. To ane embodiment, for example, &
uscr dials inte her credit cand company bofore maldng a
tranzaction, and alter providing the ordinacy credit cand
number and verficaticn daly, is provided wilh a disprsable
or custarmized pumber andfor mailed, provided with, oo
alloweed 10 activate a disposablc or custormized card for a
single or & limited range uwse,

In one cmbodiment of the invention, & wer can indicate
in advance of purchase, an the telephone call with the credit
card company, what the single use or the customized credit
card puoaber is to be wsed for This can be wsed (o provide
additipnel secuzity andfor cooteo? the vses of the funds
placed on that cand,

In anether cnobediment, a user aould be provided, cach
moath of cach year, with a set of disposable, one time coly,
or customiged, limited wsa, numbers andior cards, which are
printed on the credit cand slatoment for use during the next
menth o year, ar which are mailed to the user. With respect
1y 1he disposable card, the wser & ipxtmucted that, afler use of
the numnher once, the oumber may nat be wied again. With
respect to the customized card, the cards con either be presat
for cortain uses, or the cards can be ready aod waiting in the
user's affice or home for setting 10 Lbe desired use when the
user Is roady.
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The vser conld alza be provided with 4 set of paper (oc
thin plastic) credit cards {preforably with magnetic sirips),
whether along with the cusdomer’s mombly statcooenl, with
a credit cand eocoder, with 3o enooding devioe which
silaches 0 the compuisr andic the Tnleroet, or otherwise,
Cach ¢of these credit cards cauld e wsed once, oF of a Titiled
or cuslomnized basis, afler which the credit eand could be
dpped wp and disearded., The cards could further hawe
priating or indicia cn them to remind the wser Lhat they are
for e time ooly or custamized nee.,

1n a fuether vatiation on this approach, the paper cards
andior the prodided numbers must be wsed in oa specific
reaquiced order, for additional sceurity, These papar ceedil
cards o provided numbers could be unwsable umil sctivated
by the user, as is the praciice with oew credit cands that arc
sent aul by mail.

In anether embodinenl, instead of vipping e oredit cards
upr, the cards could bave 3 pogtion which the wser wriles oo
to record the type of transaction, snd the amowat of the
transaction. Alternatively, the card could have a poction
which the user signs upon receipi and a parlion which is later
couniersigned at the vendor, to provide addillonal securily.

These credit eards could cven bave a ponien which e
eser signs and provides o 4 vendor in a store, Mo vendor
wiorild ever, under one enabodirent of the sysiem, receive or
have acuess o the wser's pormsncnt coredil card nembcr,
Wather, the vendor (for example, a cestaveant in which the
wscr las just caten) wauld feceive a dispaosable endil cand
from the wser's supply, The vendor could cad the number
off the disposable or customized card, cauld sean the ninnber
wilth 2 bar code scanner, condd read a magnelic sidp oo the
disposable card, or 5o forth. Upon being wsed once, the
credil card can be marked, i desitedd, ko show both that it bas
treen processed to charge money to the person’s accouat, and
to show that it iz no looger usable, This dispocalle card
could be remroed ta the cardholder, saved a5 8 receipt by

" gither of the cardholder or the vendor, be returned to the

credil card company, destroyed, or so farth. As anted abowve,
signature could be provided once, o two sigralure lines
could be provided, for the vser o sign and counlersign.

As el another example, 2 user could be provided with a
“calculator” of sons, of ceedit cied ke Ibickness, which
elores a predecermingd aumber of disposzble oumbors
therein, After using a mumber onee, the user has to g back
to the calewlator to gel the pext nvmber for the pexi
transuctjon. This caleslor could also be provided with a
PIN numiber to prevent 2 party foom aocessing the nomhers
should the uzer's waliel e stolea or lost,

Allernatively, 4 card with multiple numbers siared
thereon (which become aclivaled iz a predetermined
sequence) can be peovided, so that the actual credit card
necds o be available {not just the credit card nenber) to
determine the next availahle oumber in the sequence. In this
way 0o single number alone is capable of compromising 1he
ussr’s accouat for moce than one transaction, or of compre-
mising the maie nvmber in the user's aceount. This cand
could have @ T.ETY or some alher visaally readable means
tor lisplay 1he next available card number (either antomati-
cally or upon activation of a PIN, if desired). As meationcd
abowe, part of the rumber could be the fixed, base poclicon
(which is a numberor portion common to all of the numbers)
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andl part of the sumber could be the wvariable pordon (a
number o partion which varkes). Alphanumeric sequences
or any Gther symbal or secigs of s¥mbols can be emploved
for eithers or both of these pantions,

In aclediitiom, since thiy are for vse gither on a one shat ooly
of on & customized basis, the credit card or number eculd
alsn be associated with a cortain sublimii of ibe individual's
ar a eorporation’s credit imis Thus, for exampls, 8 vser with
2 $300 limit, for example, could call inta the credil card
company and obiain & disposable or a customized card
which isell only has & 550 cbange Hmil (for example, when
the individeal aoly intends to charpe up to $50 io the next
tramsaction, or to allow someons clsc o charge up to $5U).
Thes further limils the polential losses from A credil card
frand.

Fhe present myvenion sould also be wsed o provide &
dispoeable cied for 2 single lransaction Lo users in general
(ar a customized card for a imited use), inely ding users who
dia not have a permanent eredit card. It could also be
provided to wsers on a debil basis, bascd o whole or in parct
upon some reserve of fods pravided o the 1580ing cimpanty
in advance. Alcroatively, the user could even identify the
general or spocific wpe and amownt of transaction in
advance, i desired.

The present invention, wod the: disposable embodiments in
particelar, s of additional valee R use cver The Interngl. Foc
example, the following system could be cooployved, Before a
uzer makes & podential purchase over the loletnst, he or she
aocesses one of his or her disposal:le credit cands o credil
canl puwmbers. As ooted above, this could be accomplished
by dialing inta the credit card company, by temeving one of
a series of disposable ecards from the wser’s moatbly
slatenacol, or s¢ forth, To effect the teansaction over he
Inilernet, the user trunsmils his ot her eredid cand information
fo the verdor. That vendor then werifies e transaction and
obtains an swhorization cods from the credit card company
authorizing 1he purchass, a5 is cumently standard praclice
with credit card transactions. Tb insire the inteprity of the
systemn, the vender is required o verify (he code immedi-
alely wpon receipt, This provents nodue time from elapsing,
which iz undesirable frorn a2 securily standpoint, Upan
receiving the request for vetificalion, the credit eard corm-
pany notes the identily of the vendar, aulborizes the rans-
action (if the credit card number is valid and the purchaser
bas sulieicent funds availablo}, and forwards the authoriza-
lice code to the veadoe AL the same fime, the credit card
company also deactrvates the ceedil eand number from any
Curtbier [ulure wse, Thus, if & thief intcroepts the credit card
information ¢n roule, whon the thief later allempts Lo take
that information and o use it in an illegs] transaciion, the
tratzaciion will be declingd sineg the number has alrcady
been denctivated. After the oumber has legitimamly been
uscd once by the lawful cweer, il no Jonger has any
continming walidity,

If desired, to remind the user the vendor can tcansmil 3
message indicating badh that the credit card aumber has een
accepted, and that it = no loager af validily, and cen
therefors be rpped vp. Howoewver, if used, (his method s
the risk of also aleniing a thief whe is monitaring (he Taternet
traftie.

The credit card company can alse moniter ail second
requesis Cor wee of hat credit card oumbor which ane
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Iransmilted Lo the system. This monitocing can be uscd to
attemnpt 1o catch the thicf durng bis {wire atleompl 19
ilegally uss the card

As additicnal security, cach of the dispozable eredil vands
can be given an expiration date, &g, the end of the mooth or
(he ond of the billing evele, Thus, if the eredit card & not
uscd within the time limit, it expices, (This expiration date
could b printed on disposable paper credil cards). This
appicach has besn used in a different application by crodil
card eompanics with respeet to checks thal are sent with the
stalemenl Lo the wyer with a given expication date. As far as
e present nventor is awarc, that system has been vsed by
credit card companics with satisfactory cesults in the pasi,

The card commpany can also mooitor the time of second
reequcsls, TF ihe time of secomd request is exlremely close to
that of the fmt request, then the cempany can block both
lransactions oo the prounds that a thief may be in the process
of attempting te quickly Interccpl and usc a crodil cand
rumber cn route before the wser.

T funher aded to the security of the sysicm, a foncticn can
b built ink> Inlernet sellware, such as e papular Intemel
browsers, i wWhich a server assigns a univecsal time and date
stamp (based For example an Greenwich Mean Time) to
cach credit card {ransmission transoitted by a vser over the
Interoet, Thes the sthorieed wser’s tpmsction will be
axsigned a biroe and dale, such dhal the credit card comprany
cin dotennine, when the same disposable oumber is soni
twice wilhio a shor limme frame, which {rapsaction oorme-
spands s the one in which the nember was sent fiest, A
function could also be provided in which the Interoet
address of the sender or some ofber passward is enerypted
aod rensmitled as well.

Ve example, a pasgword which modifies over lime aod
which is coded La the time/date slamp can also be integrated
into the Lowser, The password s individual fo cach wser,
with the daly summariziog the algedthm wied 1w encode the
passwarnd eing provided o the wsec and 1o the individual’s
credit card compaey ahcad of timc (as part of the seourily
infoemation asseciated wilh the aocount). When the trans-
acion 1s effected, the browser sends informalion Lo Lhe
ternet provider's server, which semds back the universal
timesdate stamp, The browser then cocodes the passwond
and sends it back to the server with e credit card infor-
madon 9 be iramsmilled 1w the veordor

The present invedtion is not limited to use over open
systems. Rather, il is intended that it can also be used oser
seeure systoms to provide an additional added lovel of
geenrily. Similaely, e invention cag be used for (hose
indvviduals who own coedil cards and wish to purchase items
over the telophone, but who arc refuctant o give out or
felease their eredit card information over the phoae,

Lilewdse, although 3 variety of secudly proceduces aod
msthods are disclosed herein, any of the seenrity procedures,
protocgls, eocryplion techoigees, and so fodh, vsed in the
ar, ¢an be used in connection with the present disposable
andfnr custored Gredil catds,

If the disposable credil cards are siolen o lost, the ceedil
vard company can, of courss, minimizc loss by simply
deactivatiog them upon learning of the Hhell or loss om the
weer. In addition, the plucement of sublimits on cach of the
cards, or on the group of caeds a8 a whole, fucther minimizes
potential loss,
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Alhengh o dispossble credit cand pumbeor grstem s
profoored, as described abowve, alternatively, a special, sepa-
rate (disposable ar customized) eredit eard nunber could
even bo assigoed specifically for use owver e Intemnct,
whase vse w suliject to higher seourity mewsures, whether
wsable ane or moee Than enoe. For example, aller e, the
uwser would have to call jnte the credit card aompany Lo
verily the transaction, or the eredil card company would catl
fhe user al a predetermingd muober (e the wser's Rume
oumber) o verify that the user oade the transaction, This
allernabive sysiens could be vsed for example, exclusively
with Inlcrnet fransactions on seoun cooneetions, © provide
an additional lesel of comboct o those wiers who are
uncomfortabls with transmission of cacd information even
over securs eonncctions. Im tbe ovent of problems, ihis
separade Tnlernet coedit cand aumber could be deactivated
separately from the main credil card number assaciated with
the account.

In accordance with furber embodiments of the invention,
customized eredid cands are zlso provided bercin, dhesc
eredit cacds can bé eustamized by the vser soch that they arc
only suilablc or usable for particulas subuzes, for particilar
sublrames of timme, or o forth. This differs from the presco
praciice in the arf, which i3 10 have credit cand nembers
wlich are valid for all wees, and for all perinds of time until
the curd expires.

in the curcent practioe in the art, for example, enployess
[reyuently make paywments which are laler reimbursed by
their corpoeation, [t accordanes wilth the presenl invenkian,
sheir corperatlion can issuc customized crodit cards, or obtain
customized credit cards from 2 credit card company, which
¢an serve certaio limited wses, functions or so forth, This
card can be customized in any of numerous ways, For
exampls, the cnstomized card could be set Lo be valid Bir a
cerlain limited pwmber of dates or wolil 2 cerlain dale. For
&xampls, if an employes is going on a business trip for two
days f{or some olber amount of fime), the card could be set
te be valid on only thoss two days. Thus, the croploves is
avthorized to use the card for charges om only (hat fime (hat
the coaployee is away on the business trap, bul not fur any
otteer time. Thus, in accardance with these embodinents, the
card ¢ao have 2 user cuslomized range of dates or sedes of
dates. [n one embadiment this is & range of dates with a
commencement date and cxpiration date., (This is nseful, for
cxample, if 2an emploves i goiog on & busiess frip, oos o
mors cards could be izsued which are valid for the dates of
the trip, with the cacd nel being valid befare the trip stars
or after the izip emsds} e ancther embodiment the card
hecomes valid at any specific lime (even a lime of day) and
oeiscs 1o be valid al any ather specific Hme, Lilkewiss, the
card eould become valid for a series of ranges of dates, even
dales which are noo conseculive or nen contignouws. For
exarnprle, it could be valid for a spocific day or series of dare
in March (for a first business trip), become deactivated onee
that trip is over, can be reactivated for a speeilic day or dates
in Tune (Boc 3 sevond business triph, be deactivated coce that
Irip w aver, aud se forth, It could also be valid for a specific
predetermined amount of fioe, For example, il could be
valid for any ane week perod, beginning for when the vaer
or subuser nses first uses it

The card can 8150 be customixed for only panicular uses
ot groups of uses, In this manoes, the main cardhalder (e.g.
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a corporklion, 4 pavent, ¢le) can determine in advance whal
the card can or showld be used for. For example, the cand
could e custoenized 2o that i iz only good for airline
reservations, such 1hat if the smployes (nes 10 use il o any
wthier Lype of charge, 1be charge will be declined, repardloss
of lhe amaunt of (e Cansaction ivvolved, O tke card could
b cuseomized so that it can only be wsed for airline and hote]
charges, The types of wses whivk can be provided include
amy lype vl use that is curcently charged or could m the
firluee be charged o a eredit card, of any combination of the
same. Currently, charges which are placed on cands, includs
airling, hote] and car nentel charges, estaurant Bills, colal
slore purchases, and so forth,

The card can alss ke costomized for nge coly by o specific
individual, by certain groups of individuals, or so forh, A
pracent could provide a customized use card which is for vsc
by his or her san or daughter, a corparation could provide a
cuslomized use card which s for use by emplovess, an
organizatian could provide o customized nse card for use by
cmplovces and/or mombers and 50 forth. Dilferent cands or
cusiomization parameters oould be provaded for offcers,
Iroard members, executives, or so forh.

As nne example, an employes could be given authoriza-
fion to purchase i new compuier system. A customized
crodit card could be ixsued o the wser which i onby valid {or
use for that padicular type of charge (computer bardware
and software stores) and to the credit Hmil decided by the
issuer of awhorizing panty al the corporation, such that if the
employet ries o wse it for unylhing else or for @ chacge o
excees of fhat aotberied, he charge will be dechined. The
card could even cusiomized for uss in a particnlar stors itself
or a parlicular chaim of stores (guch as a particular cestaurant,
or & particuler chain of restaurants). Any of the features in
the presenl application ean alse be cambined —dibus, the
employes conld be mven 2 card Lor use in aoy compuler
slore which is good for a fotal purchase of up o, for
example, F2000 1 value.

Mg apother cxample, 4 parcnt could give a weenage chifd
i cand by ge aut and make 2 speeifie purchase Tor the child
o1 for the parent. The cand could be valid only for purchass
on that particular day, to a cenlain designated purchase Timit,
and even, i desired only io 8 cenlsin store, or group of slores
or types of slores (6.2, clothing stores), or Iypcs of poeichases
ar ttems. The tmain acconot could have, for example, 4 51500
cTeqlit card limit, buet the pareot could 56t 4 3100 limit for use
of the cuswomized card on that paolicoler day. Thus, if the
card is lost or stolen, the cacd con aot be nsed st stores other
than the types chosen by tbe parent, Use in any olher Lype
of &lure or on any day cther than that voe day will cavse the
card to e declined, This minimizes he amount of ceedil
vared loss which cao occur, aod inercascs the chances of
catching the thief, Lilkewdse, the sublimit of $100 atso
minirizes the amount of loss which is possible,

The card could alse be customized to be valid only in &
particnlar repion, For example, 3F the employee is going on
4 busingss trip from Now York to Flordda &nd back, the card
could be set to be valid coly in the States of New Yook and
[larida, and noe 0 be wvalid for chamwss in any other
locations. [F the card were lost or stolen on route, ep- o a
stopover in Georgia, and the thief atternpied to wse the card
in Georpia, the charge woutd be dedlined, imespective of 1he
amount iovolved,
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The amaunt of credit gn the cand could be a5 high as the
credit on the main account, or alternatively, could alsa be
customized, The main cardholder {ez. the corporation, the
parent, ele.) var set hew much credit is oo the parlicular card
for the subuser {e.g. the employes). This can be done in
some fixed manngr, on the besis of some formuls, or o
forth.

Eclf transfer of funds and customization by the corpora-
tion or ihe wser of the cerd is prefered. In other words, the
corporation determines what ures andfor amiounis ace sel an
the credit card vp io the corporation’s tolal coodit caed linii,

In onc cmbediment, with respect o cusiomiration, Lhe
user reqeives one or more oredit gards, cach of which is
inactive, Each ¢ird has a blank amaent of credit, and o
predefined wse, ¢, the card initislly has no credit available
on it at all sod ne vse available to it When the nser receives
the credit eacd, or when the wser is eady to activate the card,
lbe wser delermines how much of his or her available credit
he ar she wants bo iransfer onlo that particular card and what
pacticnlar Vses or Wypes of uses arc desired (or even all uses,
f desited), Tor example, the user may decide that he or she
wanls [0 g0 to a particular place or store that day and have
4 ceniain amount of money with himeelf or bersel{ {or wanis
to send his or her employee with a cortain amouwnt), Lo
addition 1 or in place of carrying cash, the user could carery
& card baving a predetennined amgunt o il 2nd could even,
if desired, set the places oc types of places where the card
will e aolisve.

In aocther embodiment, a user can designate a single sum
far use over 3 pluralicy of cards, This metbod overcomes a
vanely of problems prescnt with the cursent methods of Me
art. Yior example, if 2 indiiduad or couple wishés 1o go on
vacalion abroad, they often purchase travelles's cherques in
any of 3 predetermined limited number of denominations
{c.g. twenty, Gfly, cne bundred dollars, ele) Wheno using
thuse cheques to coovert moncy the conpls offen may ool
wish (o comvert ihe full sum (e.g. the full filty dellars) al thal
one Lime, in that ome place, or at that day’s exchange rare,
¢le. Allermatively, the couple may be pucchasing an item
from a stoce, and the foll cust of the iransaction is oflen somc
odd aumber whigh is less than tbe depomination on the card.
[ this case, the individual or may sot wanl b receive change
back from the wendor in cash, simee the vendor may be
providiap o disedvantageons exchange rate, o1 so forth.

Accordingly, in (his embodiment, 3 single sum can be
“disteibuted” over 2 plurality of cards. In this manner, the
ey designates a particnlar swm, and each of the cards in that
plurality can draw upon thel swm. The use of that cacd
reduces the iotal sum available for the next cards in the
series. In Lhis manner, 2 wser can wse the customized or the
disposable card for iransactions whose sims do not amewst
19 & whole number,

As 3 securty feature, in plarality of eard embodiments
such as the former, it can be preestablished that not moze of
a certain percentage of the toirl sum available can be used
oa a single card, or can be used withoutl verification gf
idcntity, Uor example, & S0% or 20% single use cciling {or
any other number) can be sci by the credic caed company or
the uzer, to further guard against loss due o Mrewd. In tbis
smbodinent, if a transaction is altempled with any ons card
which is in exvess of the predetermined ceiling for a siople
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cang, the cand use can be empararily blacked or sobject io
verification of ideniity, to vorify (bat the card was ool stolen
and heing used illegaliy for large transactions.

As a Turther securily fealure and customizalion pacameter,
the card cam bo sed to have a desired level of sscurly which
msl he comported with by (he vendor for the tarsaction (o
be amborized, For example, somc cards or iransaciions
could require moerely @ sipnature, some coutd require the
Bngerpriniing mealioncd herein, some could reguire 3 shows-
ing of ideniification (incleding, i€ desired, picture N or so
forih,

As diseuszed elsewhere herein, all cards in (he s2ries can
be linked such that, if 1be cands are stolen, coe call will
canocl all of the cards.

A anpther formula, there can be 2lsp be a total available
cradit set by the corporation as customized for the year (oe
tor some peciod of time, or for o particular teip, ete) Bor a
person, of for an colite departeent, or so forth, which ean
erhier be on one card, or disieibuwled over sesarsl cacds, as
cxplained above.

Other combinations can be provided as well, For cxample,
the card gan be sot zuch thal there are cortain combinations
of customizations avaiable, Foo example, each subuss can
he assariated with & specilic eredit limi For thatl subuse on
that one credif gard. Thus, the user may be tald that be or she
can spend up to $500 on ar travel, $L000 on botcl rooms,
FINy e car rencals, and those limis can ba programated o
or preset o the card. Other combinations of dates of
rrapsaciions, types of trapsastions, smovnls for individual
and/or total iransactions, ete, on a single card, or on mulbiple
varcls, cam be sct as wll,

IE desired, the customized card could be preset or such
thal aoy purchases can ooly be deliversd w5 spocific
shipping adkdress (c.g. the address of the corporziion),
Likewise, since the card is a customized card, any other
special conditions of any ot could B attached 1o the
teansaction a2 desited o needed,

Many olher embodiments can be implemented as well. A
card can be issued (o an individual, or to 2 depanment, O,
4 group of cards can shate a siogde credit Limit, A card can
be eustornized such thal, when items are purchased by phone
ar gver the Iolernet, sic., the only shipping address which
will b accepted is & presst shipping addrcss already
asgigred 1o the caed {e.g_ by the main cardholder). Acard can
be sct to have 2 fixed maximum per transaction Jimit. Il can
be sct b allow, or disallow cash wathdeawals. A cand can he
seb to send out A netification to the main cardholder wpon
each purchase, or upon each purchase meeking cerlain cri-
teria (e.p. ower s cefain limit, pertaioing to & cortain
category, or 5o forth), The ootification could be set to inclnde
cerain required informalion, .g. when it was uscd andfor
where it was used andfor how much credit is eft or aoy other
informationi desired. Likewise, a preapproval fan be
vedpuired before every purchase or beforc coriain purchases,
sich as purchaszes over 2 cectain limil, or purchases of a
cerlain lype.

Likewisc, a card can be encoded for mmliiple uses oo (pes
of vsg, In one such embadiment, the card can be encoded
saech that it can be psed for otber magmetic card systems as
well, For example, the customized card could be enooded
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such thal it can also be used in plece of same other existing
czrd, o2 85 & melrocard (ie. 4 fare card on the New Yok
Cily sulwwvay system), 25 a0 EZ Pass (1.0, 2 card which is used
1a deive thitugh tolls in New York or elsewhers), or so forth,
These multiple use cands eauld either have a presct amount
on them {as a debit card of sorts), or they could interfare
wilh the other exisiing cand system (whether the Meotrocard
system, Lhe EZ Pass system, or 20 forth) such that upon use
of the customized card, the funds are taken out of the user's
credit card accouat.

O, in snother vardalion on this embadiment, muliple
brands of cards can be bundled together on a single cus-
tomized card Kor ease of wee of the vser The term “beand™
i used herein 40 cfer (o the genecal card issuing auiborities,
whether Visa, Mastercard, Ametivan Bxpress, Pzcover, cic.
or Lo more specific issuing avthoritics, ep. Cilibank Vise,
MENA Mastcroand, e, 1o this embodiment, Visa aodior
Mastercard andfor Ameciean Bxpress cle. card acconmts can
be bundled 1egether on 2 single credil card. When the user
presenis this sinpgle card o the vemdor he or she bas the
optico to decide which of those brands’ aceouni(s) on the
caed b of she wanls to use for the transaction. This ceduces
the aumber of cards the individueal has to caory, A singls
trarsacrion cauldeven be brolen vp among 4 series of cards
If desited weith the trapsaction stalement iodicating for
exarple that 3200 out of the $600 dollar purchase was
charged to the Wiss aceount, and an sqeal amount 1o (e
Mastercard and Amex acequnts. O, the main accoum holder
eould sef up the card o be capable of some fxed 1ozl
amount of charges (&g $1000) with the user free to vse any
of the scoounis on the card in any combination desived 1o
charge up 1o thal amownt. This is weelul if some estabhlish-
micOts accept only ooe ar twa of these brands, allowding the
user (e the eoployee, the child, ofc.) to use the customixed
ward a5 establiskmonis that accept any of the brands on the
card. 2, for purposes which may be beneficial to the main
account holder {e.g. For purposcs of frequent fiyer wile
pragrams, macmibership dollar peogeams, el the custom-
ized card could be set up sueh thal all of ooc or more
sublypes of use is charged onko one brand, all of anather or
mure sullype onlo a second brand e, Par example, the card
eould be zet such that all sirline charges arc charged ome the
Amex Card, alb retail store purchascs to the Yisa, all hotel
reservations to the Mastercard, elc. This could be by the
customiration of the card which ooly allow certain 1wpes of
use of each account, andfor by codes which sutomatically
select the appropriate brand or card account when the user
attempls to wse the card. This could bs in any cusiornization
acheme desited, Vot example, in another embediment, the
first $x amonat could be charged to one card accaunt, the
poxt Sy dollar emount to another card accaunt, or s forth.

In accordancs with a prefemed embodiment of present
invention, a eard could be issned to be always “off”, unless
the main card or account halder, or the avthorized person o
lbe card {i.e. the person given the awthorily to conteol the
uses of the aceounts on the cand), authocies or sets or tyms
the card andior a specifie wse of the card “on™ far either a
particular lime period, or for use uatil cenain ¢onditions arc
et For example, the card could be isued o an employec
or to & child, and aermaily b in 2o “off” stats (13 opposed
to peneral pompose or regular credit casds which are nor-
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mally in an “on™ stae) whick can nod be wied, until the main
cardholder anthocizes thal the card be wened oo far the next
day Cand the nexit day ¢nly). O, the card could be meed on
wntil cue transaciion is conducted using the card (o some
spocified multiple umber of Iranzaclions are couducted
using the card), o 2 specific use is effected of the card, or
twrned oo in accordance with any of the other cuslonzizations
of the card deseribed herein, In accordance with (his
cobodiment, the card aocmally remains “off™, bul is oco-
sionally or perodizally toroed “on” for a while to allow the
card 1o e used for a desived puepose. Afier thal purmpose has
been aceamplished, the card goes back "ol again, In this
manoer, the card can ks wrmoed oo and off by the user as often
2% desired or necessacy

In another coobodiment of the prescot insontion, the uscr
can traintain a list of available credit card numbers in bis or
her eompuler andior softears program, with the list further
Indicating the specific customized use of each oumber
Aliernalively, the weer cun maintain a list by hand, or 2 list
ean be providiad etch monik with the user’s statemcnd, [
desired, the wses of cach oumber can vary over Lime. IF an
wnizitthorized wser imsrcepls the fiest credil card number and
attempis to use it for a use (hat a is nal enalyled for, the
iransacton will be declined. For example, a user could
maintain 5 separste numbers (or any other desiced oumbec),
cach of wihich is linked (o the main cand aceount. Today, one
particular number could be authorized for booking aiclne
tickets for (he currcnt business day (but o later), whils
temores 2 differsnl number could be autherized for that
PUTPOS:,

Cwstomization (snd activation) of the card or a specific
credit card number can be in any of the ways koown in the
art. It @ simple method, for example, the user can call the
arerlit pard company and, once his or her identity has been
verified, can dircet the ceedil card company to customize the
card for a specitic credit card O¢ ¢reddit card pomber on the
aseount) in the manocr desited sndfor o activate that
speciftc coedit card or credit card nember, [n a varation on
this method, Ui user could e required to call from his or her
loree phome, with the phone oumber being verificd at e
credit cord company using “Caller [TF

Tn ancther cmbadiment, the user can use 4 compuler Lo
dial in gver a direct conaection {or over the world wide web
e the Tnteened on & secure connestion) to the credil card
company, aod program in the desired characleristics vsing
the wser's computer, [othis embodiment, a software prograra
aan be provided o customize andior activate (he cacd and,or
the user cam access 2 web sie (i, at the coedit caed
company} whore 2 form can be Alted oul by the main
cardbolder {or by the authoriced person on the card or an
authorized card user) i sed the desired customization param-
sters, This form could thon be aceessed as oflen a5 desired
o update andiar modify the customizsiion of the card or
specific credit card nnmbecs, check the stalus or wsage of the
card or spocific oumbers, ele. o addition, as a further
embodiment, awthorisulions done wsing this program o
connection could be comparced feither awomalzcalty or vpon
demiznd by the wsed) against actaal perchascs recorded by
the credit card company zgainst e card, In this drenner a
“oross check™ is provided, 2o that if a limiled use, custom-
ized or disposable card franszciion comes ioto e eredit card
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company which was pat authorized by the cardholder, it will
show up on the cross check. In a furiher embodiment, this
cross check could be cffected automatically (e.g, cach fime
the user logs, in}, perodizally (o.g. onoe per day of per some
sct time poriod), upon the vser's activation of this feature, or
upen the uscr's deliberate initiation of 2 cross cheelk,

In some embodiowols, he mam casdholder osders or
obtains the card from the credit card company. In other
cmbodiments, the main cardholdor issecs or activatcs the
cradit cards off of his or her main aeeount him oc herzelf,
after tramsmilting the nocessary customization infomoation
ta the card company, and cltaining the gecessary autho-
ealion.

If desired, a customized credit card could be converted to
a regular, general purposs oredil card, or vies wvemsa, ff
desired. This can be wsed w deal with changing
citcumstances, needs ar desires of the main cardholder, the
card wser, the corporation, efc. By a “regufar’” or “general
putpase”™ credit gard, the present inventor refors to those
credit cards currently used in the art, which have no 1imi-
talipns on their use other that the card be valid (2.5 be befoce
the explration dabe amd bc of an sccount in pood standing]),
that the person nsing the card be the zuithorized user, and that
the tratgacteon be within he available ceede left on the cand.
Subject o those provisions, such cards ean be vsed at any
time for any fypes of puochases at any vendar accepling that
type of card.

Shoueld A card or aoy of the plurality of cands be stolen, a
user carl with ane call deacivate ane o all of the cards at the
sams time. Moreover, since ihese cards are preforably ail
linked do ibe user's main credit card account, and are thus
individually on file with the cedit el company wnder 1hat
goeounl, the user docs oot pead o worry about safekecping
of sfoting the list of sepacale cards o aumbsers,

A5 a Turiher secunty foature, a disposabls or customized
credit card can be provided with a “fingerprinting arca®.
Duritg use of the card, the user ean be asked 0 plase 3
particolar finger on 2 certain porion of the card to form &
fingerprint which car later e used to verily whether the card
was used by ehe cightfol owaner or vaed illegally by someons
without authorization. Prefecably, this area is covered by a
flap (c.g. 2 plastic coser) which s Jilted or removed belops
lingarprinting, la provent stray marks or fingerprints from
appearing on the area before 3l is rcady for use,

Witk respect to those which are for a single use caly, the
user can sign {and/or Angerprnl the bagk of the cand, and
the veqdar voneld submit or relum the cards to the credit card
company if desired, Alleroalively, the vendor could be
required to sean the cards into an apprapriate syslem, with
a mecord of the scan going to the credit card company.

Alternatively, in 2 furiher jnventian, instead of wsing 2
“lipgerprioling arca™ on a dispesabls or costomized caed,
such am arca can be placed oo the vendar™s bill or doe-
mentatipn which cumenfly in tbe art s sipned by the e
¢haser,

In acoordanes wilth another embodiment of 1he inventian,
the cards could cack have theic own FIN mumber, or FIN
numbers.

Upon use of the card, the informsation reganding vhe
ransaction is transmilted 1o the credit card company, a5 5
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known in the an. In & further cmbodiment of the imvearion,
Ihe infpemation o0 each puechase from a veodor is traps-
meittedl dhirzedly to the user after the transaction is completcd
30 that the user can dincely monitar and keep recornds of his
of her nsage, withouwt waiting for the credil cacd siatement to
come in. This infopmation can be sear to the user in any
manner desirable, Tor exarple, it can be eansmitted over
the Inleroet o the wser, (0 Lbs vser's web page, o 0 Tocth.
Insteed of the usar, it van be traosmiried o a third party, if
desired; ar example, if the card is being weed 25 20 eXponse
card for an employes's expense acconmt AL a GHTporEion (as
described borein), the informalion can be transmilled
directly 1o the corporation, This trzmsmission can be done by
The gredin eard eompany itself. Alternatively, if desired, the
systern can be set up such that the information is ranseitted
at the point of sale. This can be doms with or withoue the
credit card embadiments deserbed above o8 a permanel o
Autemalic recordleeping system.

In Lhe preferoed cmbadiment, these coedit cards arc can be
vsed, processed, ote, by a eredit cand company in the seme
manner as with its repular credil eads, with the exceptinn
that the present cards pravide the additional fealuecs pro-
vided hercin,

(e of the urment problems with a regular card, whether
it be a credit card, a debit eard, or so forlh, is that a Lhiel
patentially has Ml weress Lo all of the coadit or furds in your
acoount, until the theft or uousual activity is discovercd
andiar blocked, In the present invention, s described sbuve,
A cerlwin el Jewel af Tunds or Gype of vse of loads can be
seamsiraled aside v fe vser for a desiced period, nse, or 50
fiorih, while maintaining the integeity of the main account
mract (and even podentially meintaining the identily or
details of the main account scerch).

Although the term eredit cand i5 used throwghout the
present application, the inteation is to include credil cards,
charge eands, and debil cards by thar tecrm, nnless atherwise
stated. 1o addition, the presenot ioventions can be used wilk
ather cards used far purchases or teansfers of funds, as well,

Having described the itvenlion with respoct to speaific
cmbadiments, it is pot inlgnded 1hat the deseniption seree as
# limitalion oo the seope of the invention singe other
variatians oo the myention are possible, and may he appai-
el or derved herelrom,

What 15 clainned is:

1. An item, comprizing:

a financiel card, said financiel card baviog beeo provided
by a credil card company at the request of & first person,
sald financial card belng provided for use by any porson
determoined by such first person; and,

wherein said finapcial card is further customized such that
it 1% lirmted 1o wse for only a padiceler (ype of
Iransection, said 1ype of trapsaction beiog porchases al
mredetermined vendors of a prodetermined identiy,
such that zaid customized card will be valid at those
predetermined vendors, and will not be walid at the
other vendors aocopting cards from that credil cand
COFNpHg.

2. A methed as claimed i ¢laim 1, whecein said oredil

card is an American Express® brand credit card,

3, A methed as claimed in olaim 1, wherein said oralie

¢ oard 15 o Visa® brand eredil card.

4, A methed a5 claimed in elzim I, wherein said ceedit
card i 2 Mastercand® brand credil card,
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8, An items s claioocd in elaim L, whercin said credit cand
15 a card eompoising 4 magnelic stop,

6, An itens A% clainaed in elaim L, wherein said coedit card
is not a Enan card,

7. An itern comprising:

a wohsile on the warld wide web, said websiic being the
wighsite of a credit card company where requests can be
mads for 4 financial card, whercio said Ginancial card is
a card requested by a ficst person aod which is provided
by the credit card company for use by any person of the
first person's choice;, and,

wherein said credit card is funther customized such tbal it
B limited to vse for only a padicular wwpe of
transaction, sald type of transaciion being purchases 2l
predetermined vendors of 2 prodetormined identity,
such that 2aid customized card wilt be valid at those
pedetermined vendoss, and will oot be valid an the
other veodors accepting caeds from that credit card
COMLENY.

B. An item as claimed in claim 7, wherein said website
comprises a beem, g be Tled out by the fiesl person (o regquest
said activation of said credit card.

%, An item as claimed [n claim T, whecein said credit card
is a cand comprisiog & magnetic strp,

10, An itome as claimed in claim 7, wherein said ceedit card
12 it & srmard card.

11. / method comprising:

requesting a financial card from a eredit card company via
2 website oo the world wide web, said requesting of
gaid credil card being by a fiest person, said financiz)
card being provided by the eredit card company for wsc
bv aoy person of the first person’s choeice; and,
wherein said reruest s for said fozoeial card to be
custamezed to be limiled 1o vss for 2 padicmlar type of
trankection, said (ype of transaclion being purchases al
predetermined vendars of & predetermined idcoiity,
sch that said card will be valid at {hose predotcrmincd
vandots and will ot be valid al the gther vendors
ancering exrds from (hal credit card company,
11, An iiem as claimed in glaim 11, whorein said credit
card is 8 card comprising a mapoelic 2reip,
13, A temn as claimed in claim 11, whereln said credit
eard i not a smart cand.
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14, A methedd, comprising:

priwiding a financial card, said finaecial card being acti-
vated by a ercdit card company, said card being a card
requested from the credit card campany by 2 fist
perzon, said financial card being provated by the credil
card company Bar use by any second pecson of the ficst
person’s choice, said card being a card provided in
TERROSE b0 a request from the first person via a website
over the world wide web for s2id card; und,

providing sald card as 2 cwstomized card which can only
e used for a padicular type of teengaction, seid type of
fransaction being purchases at predelecmined vendors
of & predeteronined identity, such that said cand will be
valid at those predoternrined verdors, sod will oot be
valid at the other veodors acoepting cawds (rom that
credit card company.

15. A methad ag claiined ion claim 14, wherein said credit
card 15 an Amecican Express® braod credil cand.

16, A methad as clamed in claim 14, wherein said ceadit
card is & Visyd brand credit card.

17. A method as claimed in claim 14, whecin said coodir
card i & hastercarddh brand credit cacd.

15, An dlem ag claimed in clain 14, whersin said eeadi
carr 15 A cart comprising 4 mugnedc sinp.

19. An ilem as clammed o ¢lesm 14, wherein sad credir
card 1% nal a sanarl caed.

20 An Dl a5 olaimed in elaim 1, wherem thos prede-
erminesd vendom ace limied o estadants.

21. An item as claimed in cleie 1, wherein the spending
limil ©n said card s set by e st person.

22, An itermn as claimed in claimn 1, wherein gaid card is
provided 1o the second person based on fwsds peovided oo
lhe grgcdit canl company o advangs.

23, An dlem a8 claimed in claim 7, whorcin said card is
custommized such that it is limited for uso only at restauranis.

24. A methad a5 claimed in claim 11, wherein said cacd is
customized such that it is Hmicd for use only at restauranis.

25 A method as claimed in claim 14, whersin said card is
eustomized such that it is limited for use oply al restarranis.

* % ¥ * ¥
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* Homa « Customar Setuicg « Site DireGtory

Be My Guest Card
Ma'n Paga_

Purmchate Bo My Guost
Cards Crnline

Oiher Gift Produste at Restaurants,
l o hasrch 15 through Apel 15

Praquently Asked 2 LUK HERE g2 Bxdery mpr

Questons Insteat Of One Restaurant, They'rs Good AY Alt Kinds Of Restaurants -

Reaglamt Teims and The Be My Guest? Dining Card is a prepaid gift card accspted at

restaurants in the U.S. that welcome the American Express® Card.
Unlike individual restaurant gift certificates, the Be My Guast Dining
Card allows the people you care about to enjoy any meal they want,
from extravagant French cuisine o the classic All-American meal. The
Be My Guast Dining Card - perfect for any occasionl

Previaw Producd

Better than a gift cettificate - The Be My Guest Dining Card.

» Accepted at restaurants in the .S, that welcome the American
Express Card. Your recipient can choose the restaurant that fits his
or her distinctive tastes

o Fersonalized with the regipient’s name in raised latters on the front
of the Card

» Packaged in a special gift envelope with a personalized message
from you

May be used all at once, or over time at varipus restaurants
Delivered to you or directly to the recipient - the choice is yours
Replaceable if lost or stolen®

24-hour Customer Service available

Available in amounts ranging from $25 to $500

How Te Purchase

» Ciick the link above to purchase online, or for orders of mors than
10 cards, please call 1-877-388-2327

s Limit of & recipients per arder

* A$5.95 fee applies per Card, which includes all persanalization,
order processing, shipping, and 24-hour toll free Customesr
Service

» Orders are shipped First Class Mail via the U.5. Postal Sarvice
and should arrive within 5-8 business days. Options for exprass
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s\hi'p-ping are available )
¢ Toload additional funds anto your Card, call 1-877-388-2327. A
$2.95 processing fee will be charged for this service

Corporate Be My Guest Dining Cards

« Searching for a tasteful business incentive? The Corporate Be My
Guest Card is the perfect way to reward your employses! To order,
or for mare information, please call 1-8688-453-0150.

To see haw the Be My Guest Dining Card is presented to recipiants click
herg,

Ta read the complete Recipient Terms & Conditions, dlick here.

* A $5.95 replacement fee may apply.

View Corporate Entities and Important Disclasures, Web Site Rules and Regulations, Trademarks and Privacy Stalement.

Copyright ® 1995-2003 Amerizan Express Comparny. All Rights Reserved. Users of this site agree to be bound by the terms of
the American Express Web Site Rules and Regulations.
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+ Homgs + Sustomer Semvios + Slta Direm::rry

Gards Finangial Services

Gift Card Main Pege

| Amsizricen Exprass?

[ Gift Card

Purchaze Gift Cands
Cinline_

Ctner Gifl, Presducts

Freguenily Atked

Questons insteat O (ng Stors, They're G0og At Ali Kinds Of Stares

g e and Unlike store gift cards or gift certificates, American Express® Gift Cards fet Book Air, Car, & Hotet
the peaple you care about get exactly what they want, from a digital Reservations
camera to 8 new shirt, from in line skates to a good book. American
Express Gift Cards are ideal for everyone on your list L Online

Better than a gift certificate - the American Express Gift Card.

« Good atretailers in the U.S. that welcome the American Express
Card, excluding hotsls, airtings, car rental agencies, gas stations,
rastaurants, telecom providers and ATMs

s Personalized with the recipient's name in raised letters on the front of
the Card

« Packaged in a special gift envelope with a personalized message

from you

May be used all at ance, or over time at various retailers

Delivered to you or directly to the recipient - the choice is yours

Replacezbls if lost or stalen”

24-hour customer service available

Available in amounts ranging from $25 - $500

How To Purehtass

Click the link above to purchase Gift Cards online

Limit of five recipients per arder

For orders of more than 10 cards, pleass call 877-798-4678

There is a Maximum order size of $2,500 that can be purchased
within a 14 day period.

s Orders are shippsd First Class Mail via the U.S. Postal Service and

should arrive within 5-8 business days. Options for expadited
shipping are available
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Read the complete Recipient Terns & Conditions click hera,

* A $5.95 replacement fee may apply.

View Carporate Entiies and Important Disclosures, Web Site Rulgs and Regulations, Trademarks and Privacy Siatament.

Copyright © 1995-2003 American Express Company. Al Rights Reserved. Users of this site agree to be bound by the terms of
the American Express Web Site Rules and Regulations.




