
 
 

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

DALLAS DIVISION 
 
BLUE YONDER GROUP, INC., 

Plaintiff,  

v.  

KINAXIS INC. and KINAXIS CORP. 

Defendants. 

  

Civil Action No.  3:20-cv-3636 

 

JURY TRIAL 

 
 

ORIGINAL COMPLAINT  

Plaintiff Blue Yonder Group, Inc. (“Blue Yonder” or “Plaintiff”) files this Original 

Complaint against Defendants Kinaxis Inc. and Kinaxis Corp. (collectively “Kinaxis” or 

“Defendants”) and hereby allege as follows: 

NATURE OF ACTION 

1. Kinaxis has infringed and continues to infringe at least one claim of U.S. Patent 

Nos. 6,591,153 (“the ’153 Patent”); 7,050,874 (“the ’874 Patent”); 7,574,383 (“the ’383 

Patent”); 7,788,145 (“the ’145 Patent”); 8,781,868 (“the ’868 Patent”); and 10,572,856 (“the 

’856 Patent”) (collectively, “Patents-in-Suit”). 

2. Blue Yonder has been an innovator in the supply chain management industry for 

decades, holding nearly 400 patents and pending applications relating to Blue Yonder’s end-to-

end digital supply chain platform. 

3. Kinaxis, infringes directly, literally and/or by the doctrine of equivalents, 

contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement of the Patents-in-Suit by making, 

using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United States the RapidResponse 

platform and related products and services (the “Accused Products”). 
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PARTIES 

4. Plaintiff Blue Yonder Group, Inc. is a corporation organized under the laws of the 

state of Delaware with its principal place of business at 15059 N. Scottsdale Rd., Suite 400, 

Scottsdale, AZ 85254-2666. 

5. Blue Yonder maintains an office within the Northern District of Texas at 9001 

Cypress Waters Blvd., 4th floor, Coppell, TX 75019. 

6. On information and belief, Kinaxis Inc. is a corporation organized under the laws 

of Canada with its principal place of business at 700 Silver Seven Road, Ottawa, ON, Canada 

K2V 1C3. 

7. On information and belief, Kinaxis Corp. is a corporation incorporated under the 

laws of Delaware with its principal place of business at 40 E. Chicago Avenue, Suite 391, 

Chicago, Illinois 60611-2012.  Kinaxis Corp. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Kinaxis Inc. that 

operates as Kinaxis Inc.’s sales and service center in the United States.   

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

8. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over the patent infringement claims 

asserted in this case under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338. 

9. This Court has personal jurisdiction over each named Kinaxis entity.   

10. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 and 1400 because 

Kinaxis has committed, and continues to commit, acts of infringement in this District and has a 

regular and established place of business in this District. 

11. On information and belief, Kinaxis maintains a regular and established place of 

business in the District at 222 W Las Colinas Blvd, Suite 1650E, Irving, TX 75039 USA.   

12. On information and belief, Kinaxis is the holder of the registered trademark for 

the Accused Products. 
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13. On information and belief, Kinaxis markets, advertises, develops, sells, and 

implements the Accused Products in the Northern District of Texas. 

14. On information and belief, Kinaxis owns and operates sales and marketing 

websites that advertise and promote the Accused Products to customers in the United States, and 

in this District. 

15. On information and belief, Kinaxis conducts business extensively within the 

Northern District of Texas.  For example, Kinaxis employees within the Northern District of 

Texas manage the deployment of RapidResponse at client sites, implement supply chain 

planning solutions in Kinaxis’s RapidResponse, and perform solution configuration in 

RapidResponse Software as well as train customer end users. 

16. On information and belief, Kinaxis employs numerous individuals within the 

Northern District of Texas relating to its infringement, including at least Supply Chain 

Architects, Solution Consultants, Delivery Managers, a Strategy Director, a Director of Strategic 

Services, the Vice President of Industry and Solutions Marketing, and the Vice President of 

Professional Services/Head of Consulting for North America.  

17. On information and belief, Kinaxis has created a manufacturing, sales, and 

distribution system comprising substantial resources within the Northern District of Texas.  

Through this distribution channel, Kinaxis introduces infringing products and services into the 

stream of commerce with the knowledge, expectation, and intent that they will be sold and used 

in the United States, including in the State of Texas and in this District.  On information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers use the Accused Products within the Northern District of Texas. 
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INDUSTRY BACKGROUND 

18. Every product that reaches an end user represents the cumulative result of the 

physical processes of multiple organizations.  These processes can be collectively referred to as a 

“supply chain.”  

19. Managing supply chain processes in an efficient and cost-effective way is a 

complex task.  The organizations and physical assets that make up a supply chain may be spread 

across the globe.  Optimizing operations across the various links in a supply chain presents a vast 

number of difficulties.  The complexity of managing a globalized supply chain is exacerbated by 

competing goals that different organizations in the supply chain may have and the tradeoffs that 

certain management decisions present.  

20. Supply chain management computer systems address the problems posed by 

designing, planning, controlling, and executing complex supply chain processes by providing 

technological solutions to control and integrate disparate processes spread across organizations 

and geographies in real or near real time.   

21. Blue Yonder is at the forefront of this field.  For over 35 years, Blue Yonder has 

provided innovative solutions to optimize supply chain processes.   

22. Blue Yonder invests heavily in the research and development of technological 

innovations in supply chain management computer systems that reimagine the way that computer 

and software systems can be built to solve enduring problems that plague supply chain 

engineering and management.  Blue Yonder’s team of over 5,500 employees work tirelessly on 

these innovative technologies.   

23. Blue Yonder’s intellectual property portfolio of nearly 400 granted and pending 

patents reflects the ways in which Blue Yonder has propelled the industry forward.  Blue 
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Yonder’s innovative technologies are employed by its over 3,000 worldwide customers and are 

recognized and lauded across the industry. 

KINAXIS’S ACCUSED PRODUCTS 

24. Kinaxis makes, imports, uses, sells, and/or offers for sale products and services 

related to supply chain management that infringe at least one claim of each of the Patents-in-Suit.  

25. For example, on information and belief, Kinaxis makes, imports, uses, sells, 

and/or offers for sale a supply chain management platform called RapidResponse and related 

products and services (“Accused Products”).  Information on RapidResponse is available on 

Kinaxis’s website, https://www.kinaxis.com/en/solutions/platform (last visited 12/13/20).  

26. On information and belief, Kinaxis markets, sells, and/or provides RapidResponse 

in the United States directly, or through sales representatives or distributors, and provides 

instructions on how to use RapidResponse.  According to Kinaxis documents, “[i]nfrastructure 

and logical components utilized to deliver RapidResponse are physically hosted in secure, co-

location data center facilities in the United States, Canada, the Netherlands and Japan.” Kinaxis 

Inc. Annual Information Form, March 23, 2020 at p. 17, available at 

https://investors.kinaxis.com/financials/default.aspx (last visited 12/13/20). 

27. A demonstration of Kinaxis RapidResponse is shown in a video titled “Kinaxis 

RapidResponse demo: See agile supply chain planning in action,” available at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIwpbCZi8iU&t=191s (last visited 12/13/20).  This video 

presents an overview of the features of RapidResponse, some of which infringe Blue Yonder’s 

patents, as will be discussed in detail below.  This video also shows that companies located in the 

United States such as Ford, NCR, and Jabil, are Kinaxis customers that use RapidResponse. Id. 

at 4:15. 

Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 5 of 94   PageID 5Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 5 of 94   PageID 5

https://www.kinaxis.com/en/solutions/platform
https://investors.kinaxis.com/financials/default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIwpbCZi8iU&t=191s


6 
 

THE BLUE YONDER PATENTS 

A. The ’153 Patent 

28. On July 8, 2003, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally issued 

U.S. Patent No. 6,591,153 (“the ’153 Patent”), entitled “System and Methods for Scheduling 

Manufacturing Resources,” to inventors Myrick Crampton and George Zdravecky.  Blue Yonder 

owns all rights to the ’153 Patent necessary to bring this action.  A true and correct copy of the 

’153 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 1 and incorporated herein by reference. 

29. The ’153 Patent relates to a “system and method for solving manufacturing-

scheduling (MS) problems.”  ’153 Patent at 1:14-15.  The ’153 Patent explains that “[s]cheduling 

of manufacturing resources, for example, materials, machinery, man hours, and the like, in 

response to customer orders has been a significant concern and problem in the field of 

manufacturing for almost as long as products have been manufactured.”  Id. at 1:21-25.   

30. The ’153 Patent discusses the shortcomings of the state of the art techniques used 

in manufacturing-scheduling at the time of the invention and discloses a novel improvement to 

manufacturing-scheduling computer systems.   

31. The inventors of the ’153 Patent recognized that while “many businesses have 

multiple concurrent goals at any given time,” the then-existing manufacturing-scheduling 

techniques were unable to effectively account for and resolve these conflicting goals.  Id. at 2:6-

21; see also id. at 2:51-55 (“[M]any of the MS systems currently available are at best ineffective 

because of the often complex nature of manufacturing facilities, the often conflicting goals 

concurrently sought by manufacturers, and the constraints typically associated with 

manufacturing resources.”).   

32. For example, a manufacturer may want to simultaneously “minimize inventory 

reducing manufacturing and storage costs” while also “minimiz[ing] the idle time of their 
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equipment and resources”.  Id. at 2:12-17.  However, the state of the art manufacturing-

scheduling techniques could not adequately balance these conflicting goals because, among other 

reasons, they used models that “did not accurately represent the unique characteristic of 

resources” used in the manufacturing process.  Id. at 2:26-27. 

33. Moreover, the inventors recognized that “manufacturers sometimes strongly 

prefer that certain groups of products be produced by the same resource or resources in a 

particular sequential order . . . because there may be certain cost, operational or time advantages 

in doing so.”  Id. at 2:44-48.  Manufacturing-scheduling techniques at the time of the invention 

were ineffective at incorporating these sequencing preferences (or “product wheels”) into a 

schedule that also accounted for the manufacturer’s other scheduling goals.  See id. at 2:43-50.  

34. Unlike the prior art systems and methods, the invention of the ’153 Patent is a 

“robust MS system and method capable of scheduling manufacturing processes in real time”.  Id. 

at 2:57-59.  The invention takes into account the “conflicting manufacturing goals, the complex 

relations between resources, and the resource constraints typically associated with a 

manufacturing facility.”  Id. at 2:61-63. 

35. Traditionally, manufacturers have followed a sequential, multistep process to 

generate a manufacturing schedule, but these attempts failed to resolve conflicting goals and 

often produced “mixed results.”  Id. at 2:20-21. 

36. Before the invention of the ’153 Patent, the detailed implementation of 

manufacturing-scheduling at the plant level was done without taking into account broader 

constraints and potential inefficiencies in the manufacturing process.  It was not possible for 

decision-makers to adequately consider all of these factors when implementing a detailed, low-

level manufacturing schedule.  The inventors recognized that “because of the extremely tight 
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timeline that many manufacturers face daily” at this granular implementation stage, “a robust MS 

system and method capable of scheduling manufacturing processes in real time would be highly 

desirable.”  Id. at 2:56-59.  

37. The ’153 Patent explains that the prior art manufacturing-scheduling software was 

“extremely complex to use and understand[,] [did] not adapt conveniently to a variety of 

different businesses in an efficient way to address all of the specific issues particular to each 

individual business[,]” and “lack[ed] the capability of recognizing and adapting to the specific 

needs of individual businesses.”  Id. at 1:41-46.    

38. The invention of the ’153 Patent improves the functionality of computer systems 

in the manufacturing-scheduling process.  The ’153 Patent discloses a novel way to bridge the 

gap between the high-level and execution-oriented steps of the manufacturing-scheduling 

process, whereby a manufacturer’s real-world constraints, preferences, and conflicting goals can 

be accounted for and implemented in real time.  The systems and methods claimed in the ’153 

Patent generate these schedules with specific steps to incorporate a manufacturer’s existing 

resources, objectives, constraints, preferences, and capabilities into the manufacturing-

scheduling process.  See generally id. 6:54-8:23.  More particularly, the claims recite ordered 

combinations of elements that incorporate a specified objective for a manufacturing order, as 

well as a scheduling goal and a routing goal. 

39. The claims of the ’153 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’153 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are drawn to solving specific, technical problems arising in manufacturing-

scheduling computer systems and provide for advancements in the field that were not routine, 
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well-understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’153 Patent recites a 

combination of elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly 

more than a patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the art would 

understand that the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the claimed 

improvements over prior art manufacturing-scheduling computer systems are concrete and 

improve the capabilities of existing manufacturing-scheduling systems. 

40. A person of ordinary skill in the art reviewing the specification of the ’153 Patent 

would understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would 

know how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

B. The ’874 Patent 

41. On May 23, 2006, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally issued 

U.S. Patent No. 7,050,874 (“the ’874 Patent”), entitled “Sourcing of Bills of Materials,” to 

inventor Manoel Tenorio.  Blue Yonder owns all rights to the ’874 Patent necessary to bring this 

action.  A true and correct copy of the ’874 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and 

incorporated herein by reference. 

42. The ’874 Patent concerns “improved sourcing of bills of materials.”  ’874 Patent 

at 1:6-7.  The ’874 Patent explains that a bill of materials (BOM) is “a document or other data 

file that often includes a list of parts (or components) and sub-parts that are included in one or 

more products.”  Id. at 2:36-38.  “Since BOMs may be used to identify all the parts of a product, 

a BOM is a useful method of conveying the information about what parts are needed to 

manufacture or otherwise create a product.”  Id. at 2:55-58.    

43. The ’874 Patent discusses the shortcomings of the state of the art techniques used 

for BOM sourcing at the time of the invention and discloses novel BOM sourcing computer 

systems.  
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44. Traditionally, an original equipment manufacturer (OEM) would send out a BOM 

to its suppliers, and the suppliers would use the BOM to “provide a quote to the OEM regarding 

the cost of providing one or more parts, or producing the product or the relevant portions of the 

product.”  Id. at 2:67-3:3.  “This process may be referred to as ‘sourcing’ a BOM.”  Id. at 3:3-4.  

45. After receiving the pricing and other relevant information from its suppliers, an 

OEM would then decide how to distribute its requirements and orders across suppliers.  See id. at 

3:5-12.  For example, an OEM may choose to source 100% of a certain component from a single 

supplier, or distribute its orders for that component across multiple suppliers.  

46. In deciding how to source the components that it needs, an OEM would typically 

consider the pricing information that it received from its suppliers.  See id.  Additionally, the 

’874 Patent explains that an OEM may also consider a number of other constraints, including, for 

example, whether the OEM has relevant “contractual requirements or limitations from contracts 

with suppliers” that may affect how it chooses to source the BOM.  Id. at 3:37-42.  See generally 

id. at 3:13-42.  These constraints are known as “sourcing criteria.”  Id. at 3:35-36.  “Once the 

BOM originator has determined how to source the BOM, the BOM originator may then 

communicate purchase orders or other appropriate documents to the suppliers.”  Id. at 3:18-21  

47. The ’874 Patent explains that this traditional method of sourcing BOMs was 

“inefficient” because OEMs had to “wait on the suppliers for responses and then ha[d] to analyze 

the responses before orders can be placed.”  Id. at 1:30-44.  This process was inefficient and took 

“too long for certain circumstances.”  Id.  

48. Moreover, the state of the art techniques at the time of the invention were limited, 

and were only able to accommodate sourcing criteria up to a certain level of complexity.  
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49. To solve these problems, the ’874 Patent improves the operations of computer 

systems used in the BOM sourcing process and discloses an improved and novel technique for 

sourcing BOMs.  See id. at 3:22-23. 

50. The system of the ’874 Patent sources BOMs without having to send them out to 

suppliers.  Rather, the system stores supplier information and can efficiently optimize BOM 

sourcing by searching for appropriate suppliers of the necessary parts.  The system of the ’874 

Patent also stores sourcing rules (included among sourcing criteria) representing constraints or 

preferences for sourcing.  The system enforces those rules when sourcing the BOMs.  See id. at 

3:22-29.  The system analyzes the BOM along with specified sourcing criteria and pricing 

information, in order to “determine which supplier [] should be used to obtain which parts or 

products included in [the] BOM.”  Id. at 4:31-34; see also id. at 3:22-42.  The system may also 

include a “transaction execution module” that can implement sourcing decisions by 

automatically generating and communicating purchase orders based on sourcing determinations.  

See id. at 4:35-52.   

51. The novel BOM sourcing computer system of the ’874 Patent allows OEMs to 

introduce more complex sourcing criteria than could be previously used and to benefit from 

greater efficiency gains than was available with prior systems.  See generally id. at 3:43-57; 

2:12-17 (“[T]he system includes the intelligence needed to select from the various suppliers . . . 

[t]herefore, BOMs may be sourced in a much quicker and more efficient manner than with 

previous BOM sourcing techniques.”).  The claimed system receives a BOM and determines 

which suppliers should be used to supply each part based on price information and sourcing 

criteria.  The system generates transaction documents requesting suppliers to provide the 

identified parts. 
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52. The claims of the ’874 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’874 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are drawn to solving specific, technical problems arising in BOM sourcing 

computer systems and provide for advancements in the field that were not routine, well-

understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’874 Patent recites a combination of 

elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly more than a 

patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that 

the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the claimed improvements over 

prior art sourcing systems are concrete and improve the capabilities of existing BOM-sourcing 

computer systems. 

53. A person of ordinary skill in the art reviewing the specification of the ’874 Patent 

would understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would 

know how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

C. The ’383 Patent 

54. On August 11, 2009, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally 

issued U.S. Patent No. 7,574,383 (“the ’383 Patent”), entitled “System and Method for Providing 

Distributed Inventory Management,” to inventors Abhay Vinayak Parasnis, Ashish Bharara, 

Mark Hanson, and Ganesh Wadawadigi.  Blue Yonder owns all rights to the ’383 Patent 

necessary to bring this action.  A true and correct copy of the ’383 Patent is attached hereto as 

Exhibit 3 and incorporated herein by reference. 

55. The ’383 Patent concerns “distributed inventory management” computer systems.  

’383 Patent at 1:16-17.  The ’383 Patent explains that a supply chain may include many 

participants, including suppliers of components, sellers that manufacture certain products, buyers 
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that purchase those products, and service providers that may serve as intermediaries between 

suppliers or buyers and sellers.  See id. at 2:67-3:7.  

56. In prior siloed systems, there was no notion of distributed inventory management 

as disclosed by the ’383 Patent.  Inventory was generally managed at a single organization or 

node of the supply chain, and one participant interacted with another using different “inventory 

replenishment policies” in order to “fulfill orders and manage inventory.”  Id. at 1:21-23; see 

also id. at 4:16-18 (“In many value chains, different replenishment programs and policies are 

used in different tiers of the value chain”).   

57. As the ’383 Patent discusses, there were a number of exemplary inventory 

replenishment policies that participants in a value chain may use, including Vendor-Managed 

Inventory (VMI) programs, Supplier-Managed Inventory (SMI) programs, and Just in Time (JIT) 

programs.  See id. at 1:21-27.   

58. The ’383 Patent explains that while “these various replenishment processes 

provide adequate inventory management, problems arise when multiple entities are involved in a 

value chain and especially when these multiple entities carry out different types of replenishment 

programs between one another.”  Id. at 1:51-55; see also id. at 4:13-16 (“Although current 

techniques for implementing replenishment processes (such as VMI, SMI, and JIT) are suitable 

for the needs of some businesses, these techniques include several disadvantages.”).   

59. The use of different replenishment policies across different participants and tiers 

of a supply chain introduces certain “disconnect[s]” and other “inefficiencies.”  Id. at 4:21; 4:33.  

At the time of the invention of the ’383 Patent, one such disconnect and cause of inefficiency 

was that existing “inventory management systems lack[ed] connectivity between participants [] 
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and [did] not provide adequate visibility into inventory information of the participants [] in the 

value chain.”  Id. at 4:47-50.   

60. For example, the ’383 Patent explains that each participant in a supply chain may 

generate information such as “which products are in which warehouse of a participant” or 

“which orders map to which lots on a particular truck of a participant,” and that this information 

may be useful for other participants to have insight into in real time.  Id. at 5:9-11.  However, 

using prior art inventory management techniques, this information was “often not available 

throughout the value chain” or accessible to other participants in a timely or useful manner.  See 

id. at 5:15-16. 

61. The lack of connectivity, visibility, and real-time data exchange between 

participants that used different replenishment policies led to “increased production costs and 

reduced profits through the value chain due to problems such as unanticipated stock-outs, 

decreased production efficiency, higher investment in safety stock, increased obsolete and excess 

inventory, and inventory being in the wrong locations in the value chain.”  Id. at 4:50-55.   

62. To solve these problems, the ’383 Patent describes an improved inventory 

management computer system with connectivity, visibility and real-time data exchange across 

multiple, distributed participants in a value chain.  The described system provides “one logical 

distributed inventory ‘backplane’” (id. at 4:62-63) and “a framework to construct and maintain a 

virtual unification” (id. at 5:1-3) across participants using different replenishment policies.  It 

provides participants with “real-time visibility into the inventory information associated with 

distributed participants in multiple tiers of the value chain.”  Id. at 2:15-17.  In this way, multiple 

participants are integrated into a connected, consistent framework that allows for greater control 

and efficiency in inventory processes. 
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63. Because the system of the ’383 Patent gives participants far greater and more up-

to-date insights on relevant information across the supply chain, participants can now 

“collectively understand how relationships and interactions need to be modified in order to 

achieve or improve on desired objectives.”  Id. at 4:59-61.  The novel system disclosed in the 

’383 Patent “reduces or eliminates” the inefficiencies inherent to the prior art techniques “and 

allows each participant [] in a value chain to simultaneously lower inventory, improve 

responsiveness, and lower costs.”  Id. at 4:56-59.  

64. The system of the ’383 Patent enables participants to achieve these efficiencies 

through novel techniques and technical improvements that provide a “unified and normalized 

data model of the inventory information available at all participants,” id. at 5:17-20, and 

visibility “into inventory information of any other participant.”  Id. at 5:25-26.  

65. The claims of the ’383 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’383 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are drawn to solving specific, technical problems arising in inventory 

management computer systems and provide for advancements in the field that were not routine, 

well-understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’383 Patent recites a 

combination of elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly 

more than a patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the art would 

understand that the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the claimed 

improvements over prior art inventory management computer systems are concrete and improve 

the capabilities of existing systems. 
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66. A person of ordinary skill in the art reviewing the specification of the ’383 Patent 

would understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would 

know how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

D. The ’145 Patent 

67. On August 31, 2010, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally 

issued U.S. Patent No. 7,788,145 (“the ’145 Patent”), entitled “Intelligent Fulfillment Agents,” to 

inventors Ganesh Wadawadigi, Ajay Jain, Deepak Mohapatra, and Sivakumar Balakrishnan.  

Blue Yonder owns all rights to the ’145 Patent necessary to bring this action.  A true and correct 

copy of the ’145 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 4 and incorporated herein by reference. 

68. The ’145 Patent concerns “intelligent fulfillment agent[]” computer systems.   

’145 Patent at 1:28-29.  The ’145 Patent explains that a supply chain may include many 

participants, including suppliers of components, sellers that manufacture certain products, buyers 

that purchase those products, and service providers that may serve as intermediaries between 

suppliers or buyers and sellers.  See id. at 3:9-17.   

69. In prior siloed systems, there was no notion of distributed inventory management 

as disclosed by the ’145 Patent.  Inventory was generally managed at a single organization or 

node of the supply chain, and one participant interacted with another using different “inventory 

replenishment policies” in order to “fulfill orders and manage inventory.”  Id. at 1:31-33; see 

also id. at 4:25-27 (“In many value chains, different replenishment programs and policies are 

used in different tiers of the value chain.”).   

70. As the ’145 Patent discusses, there were a number of exemplary inventory 

replenishment policies that participants in a value chain may use, including Vendor-Managed 

Inventory (VMI) programs, Supplier-Managed Inventory (SMI) programs, and Just in Time (JIT) 

programs.  See id. at 1:33-38.   
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71. The ’145 Patent explains that while “these various replenishment processes 

provide adequate inventory management, problems arise when multiple entities are involved in a 

value chain and especially when these multiple entities carry out different types of replenishment 

programs between one another.”  Id. at 1:63-67; see also id. at 4:22-25 (“Although current 

techniques for implementing replenishment processes (such as VMI, SMI, and JIT) are suitable 

for the needs of some businesses, these techniques include several disadvantages.”).   

72. The use of different replenishment policies across different participants and tiers 

of a supply chain introduces certain “disconnect[s],” id. at 4:30, and other “inefficiencies.”  Id. at 

4:42.  At the time of the invention of the ’145 Patent, one such disconnect and cause of 

inefficiency was that existing “inventory management systems lack[ed] connectivity between 

participants [] and [did] not provide adequate visibility into inventory information of the 

participants [] in the value chain.”  Id. at 4:56-59.   

73. For example, the ’145 Patent explains that each participant in a supply chain may 

generate information such as “which products are in which warehouse of a participant” or 

“which orders map to which lots on a particular truck of a participant,” and that this information 

may be useful for other participants to have insight into in real time.  Id. at 5:18-20.  However, 

using prior art inventory management techniques, this information was “often not available 

throughout the value chain” or accessible to other participants in a timely or useful manner.  See 

id. at 5:24-25. 

74. The lack of connectivity, visibility, and real-time data exchange between 

participants who used different replenishment policies lead to “increased production costs and 

reduced profits through the value chain due to problems such as unanticipated stock-outs, 
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decreased production efficiency, higher investment in safety stock, increased obsolete and excess 

inventory, and inventory being in the wrong locations in the value chain.”  Id. at 4:59-64.   

75. To solve these problems, the ’145 Patent describes an improved inventory 

management computer system with connectivity, visibility and real-time data exchange across 

multiple, distributed participants in a value chain.  The described system provides “one logical 

distributed inventory ‘backplane’” (id. at 5:4-5) and “a framework to construct and maintain a 

virtual unification” (id. at 5:10-11) across participants using different replenishment policies.  It 

provides participants with “real-time visibility into the inventory information associated with 

distributed participants in multiple tiers of the value chain”.  Id. at 2:24-26.  In this way, multiple 

participants are integrated into a connected, consistent framework that allows for greater control 

and efficiency in inventory processes. 

76. Because the system of the ’145 Patent gives participants far greater and more up-

to-date insights on relevant information across the supply chain, participants can now 

“collectively understand how relationships and interactions need to be modified in order to 

achieve or improve on desired objectives.”  Id. at 5:1-3.  The novel system disclosed in the ’145 

Patent “reduces or eliminates” the inefficiencies inherent to the prior art techniques “and allows 

each participant [] in a value chain to simultaneously lower inventory, improve responsiveness, 

and lower costs.”  Id. at 4:65-5:1.  

77. The ’145 Patent describes an unconventional system incorporating intelligent 

fulfillment agents.  In the system of the ’145 Patent, “fulfillment agents facilitate the 

triangulation of relevant participants [] in the context of the various fulfillment and 

replenishment workflows that occur between the participants.”  Id. at 11:29-33.  Among other 
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things, these intelligent fulfillment agents can identify issues that cause inefficiencies in the 

supply chain and proactively alert participants of the need for corrective action.  Id. at 11:29-36.  

78. More particularly, the ’145 Patent claims a system that evaluates inventory data 

received from participating computers and generates alerts when participants are using different 

inventory replenishment policies.  Id. at 23:20-40.  This allows users to determine whether steps 

need to be taken to address inconsistent inventory replenishment policies within the supply 

chain. 

79. The claims of the ’145 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’145 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are drawn to solving specific, technical problems arising in supply chain 

management systems and provide for advancements in the field that were not routine, well-

understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’145 Patent recites a combination of 

elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly more than a 

patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that 

the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the claimed improvements over 

prior art supply chain management computer systems are concrete and improve the capabilities 

of existing supply management computer systems. 

80. A person of ordinary skill in the art reviewing the specification of the ’145 Patent 

would understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would 

know how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

E. The ’868 Patent 

81. On July 15, 2014, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally issued 

U.S. Patent No. 8,781,868 (“the ’868 Patent”), entitled “Determining an Inventory Target for a 
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Node of a Supply Chain,” to inventors Koray Dogan, Adeel Najmi, Mehdi Sheikhzadeh, and 

Ramesh Raman.  Blue Yonder owns all rights to the ’868 Patent necessary to bring this action.  

A true and correct copy of the ’868 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 5 and incorporated herein 

by reference. 

82. The ’868 Patent concerns “determining an inventory target for a node of a supply 

chain.”  ’868 Patent at 1:25-26.   

83. The ’868 Patent discusses the shortcomings of the state of the art techniques used 

for determining an inventory target for a node of a supply chain at the time of the invention and 

discloses a novel and unconventional computer system for determining an optimized inventory 

target for a supply chain node.   

84. The ’868 Patent explains that a supply chain “may include nodes that store 

inventory such as parts needed to produce the product.”  Id. at 1:28-30.  One difficult issue in 

supply chain management is how much inventory should be stored at each node in a supply 

chain.   

85. This is an important decision because a manufacturer may incur various costs if 

inventory is misallocated across the supply chain nodes.  If there is not enough inventory stored 

at a certain node, then the entire production process could be delayed, and a manufacturer may 

have to resort to costly, last minute solutions to ensure that demand for inventory at a certain 

node is met.  On the other hand, as the ’868 Patent recognizes, if there is too much inventory 

stored at a certain node, a manufacturer may needlessly incur increased inventory costs.  Id. at 

4:25-28. 

86. In light of the costs associated with misallocated inventory, the ’868 Patent 

explains that it “is generally desirable to accurately predict the amount of inventory needed at the 
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nodes.”  Id. at 1:36-37.  While there existed known techniques for calculating an inventory target 

for a node in a supply chain at the time of the invention, these techniques “may not be able to 

accurately predict the amount of inventory needed at the nodes.”  Id. at 1:30-36.   

87. The ’868 Patent resolves technological problems related to determining an 

inventory target in a supply chain node by disclosing a novel computer system for optimizing 

inventory targets.  The novel system of the ’868 Patent maximizes cost savings both by 

minimizing misallocated inventory across different nodes, and by generating an optimal 

inventory target that accounts for other potential costs that a manufacturer may face.  

88. The novel system of the ’868 Patent generates a more accurate inventory target 

using a demand stock, demand variability stock, and demand bias.  Having generated this more 

accurate inventory target, the novel system of the ’868 Patent takes the unconventional step of 

further optimizing the inventory target by changing a supply parameter associated with the node 

and evaluating the change in terms of cost and benefit.  In this way the claimed system provides 

improved optimization of inventory targets. 

89. The claims of the ’868 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’868 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are drawn to solving specific, technical problems arising in supply chain 

management systems and provide for advancements in the field that were not routine, well-

understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’868 Patent recites a combination of 

elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to significantly more than a 

patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that 

the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the claimed improvements over 
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prior art supply chain management computer systems are concrete and improve the capabilities 

of existing supply chain management computer systems. 

90. A person of ordinary skill reviewing the specification of the ’868 Patent would 

understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would know how 

to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

F. The ’856 Patent 

91. On February 25, 2020, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office duly and legally 

issued U.S. Patent No. 10,572,856 (“the ’856 Patent”), entitled “Custom Application Builder for 

Supply Chain Management,” to inventors Anand Rau and Tarak Patel.  Blue Yonder owns all 

rights to the ’856 Patent necessary to bring this action.  A true and correct copy of the ’856 

Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 6 and incorporated herein by reference. 

92. The ’856 Patent concerns “customizing the display and use of supply chain data 

in supply chain management applications.”  ’856 Patent at 1:30-31.   

93. The ’856 Patent discusses the shortcomings of the state of the art supply chain 

management applications at the time of the invention and discloses a novel method for 

generating custom applications.   

94. The ’856 Patent explains that a supply chain may include various different entities 

known as “trading partner[s] (e.g., consumer[s], retailer[s], manufacturer[s], parts supplier[s], 

distributor[s]).”  Id. at 4:30-31.  These trading partners perform different roles in the supply 

chain, including “managing payment for the order; determining the resources needed to fulfill the 

order; determining a course of action to fulfill the order; managing the flow of and/or distributing 

information regarding the order,” and so on.  Id. at 1:40-43.   Moreover, the same trading partner 

may, from time to time, play different roles in the supply chain.   
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95. The ’856 Patent explains that distributing these different responsibilities across 

the supply chain “may result in overall or targeted cost savings, improved order processing 

efficiency [], and/or improved quality of ordered goods and services.”  Id. at 1:50-53.  

96. To facilitate direct interaction among the trading partners and to enable each 

trading partner to perform its assigned tasks, trading partners typically make use of supply chain 

management software applications.  Trading partners use these applications to access the 

information and data that they need in order to adequately perform their assigned tasks.  

However, because of the variation among the different roles played in a supply chain, different 

trading partners need access to different data at different times and in different formats.  Before 

the ’856 Patent, however, these applications were rigid and had user-interfaces (UIs) that were 

not sufficiently configurable in terms of the ways in which they presented information and the 

types of information presented.  

97. To solve these problems, the ’856 Patent improves supply chain management 

computer systems with a novel method for generating custom applications based on the role of 

each trading partner.  See id. at 1:35-54; 7:61-8:18.   

98. The ’856 Patent “allows a user to build custom applications for interacting with 

supply chain related data.”  Id. at 4:26-28.  The invention improves upon existing computer 

systems by allowing a user to generate a custom application with a custom UI that is specifically 

tailored to that user’s needs.  See id. at 4:30-39; see also id. at 5:40-47.   

99. The ’856 Patent states that the “[a]dvantages of the present invention” (id. at 9:14) 

flow from the novel way in which the invention allows users to customize applications and their 

UIs, which in turn “improve[s] supply chain operations.”  Id. at 9:18-21.  More particularly, the 

’856 Patent claims a specific manner of displaying a customized set of information to the user, as 
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opposed to the conventional predetermined UIs.  The claimed system stores application 

parameters, including at least one user-customized display of supply chain data and a user-

customized order of actions to be performed.  When a request for supply chain data is received 

from a trading partner, the system automatically identifies a role of the trading partner and 

generates at least one application parameter based on the role of the trading partner.  The system 

then generates a custom application comprising one or more user interfaces based on the stored 

parameters and the at least one parameter based on the role of the trading partner.  This allows 

the system to automatically generate a custom application tailored to the particular role of the 

trading partner at the time.  The display for the custom application is then rendered with the 

appropriate data and format as specified by the parameters of the custom application. 

100. The claims of the ’856 Patent recite one or more inventive concepts rooted in 

computerized technology and overcome technical problems in that field.  A person of ordinary 

skill in the art reading the ’856 Patent and its claims would understand that the patent’s 

disclosure and claims are directed to technical improvements related to generating custom 

applications comprising one or more user interfaces and provide advancements in the field that 

were not routine, well-understood or conventional.  Accordingly, each claim of the ’856 Patent 

recites a combination of elements sufficient to ensure that the claim in practice amounts to 

significantly more than a patent claiming an abstract concept.  A person of ordinary skill in the 

art would understand that the ordered combination of claim elements is inventive.  Further, the 

claimed improvements over prior art supply chain management computer systems are concrete 

and improve the capabilities of existing supply chain management computer systems. 
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101. A person of ordinary skill in the art reviewing the specification of the ’856 Patent 

would understand that the inventors had possession of the claimed subject matter and would 

know how to practice the claimed invention without undue experimentation. 

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS RELATED TO INFRINGEMENT 

102. Kinaxis has infringed and continues to directly and indirectly infringe at least one 

claim of each of the Patents-in-Suit by engaging in acts constituting infringement under 

35 U.S.C. § 271(a), (b), (c) and/or (f), including but not limited to one or more of making, using, 

selling, offering for sale, importing, exporting, and inducing and contributing to infringement by 

others, the Accused Products in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  

103. Kinaxis directly competes with Blue Yonder in the supply chain management 

space by offering products that use Blue Yonder’s patented technology.  In the last four years 

alone, Blue Yonder has lost over $20 million in customer deals to Kinaxis in direct compete 

situations.  As a result of Kinaxis’s infringement, Blue Yonder has suffered and will continue to 

suffer harm in the form of reasonable royalties and/or lost profits.  Blue Yonder seeks damages 

for infringing acts beginning as early as six years prior to the filing of this Original Complaint.   

104. Blue Yonder also seeks an injunction prohibiting further acts of infringement.  

Each of Kinaxis’s acts of infringement has caused and will continue to cause Blue Yonder 

irreparable harm for which there is no adequate remedy at law.  Such injunctive relief would not 

disserve the public interest, and is warranted when considering the balance of equities. 

105. On information and belief, Kinaxis had actual or constructive knowledge and 

notice of infringement as to each of the Patents-in-Suit.  Kinaxis is a direct competitor of Blue 

Yonder in the supply chain management industry.  As such, Kinaxis knew, should have known, 

or was willfully blind as to the existence of the Patents-in-Suit at the time of Kinaxis’s infringing 

acts.   
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106. On information and belief, Kinaxis’s infringement of the Patents-in-Suit has been, 

and continues to be, willful because Kinaxis has committed and continues to commit acts of 

infringement even though Kinaxis knew or should have known that its actions constituted an 

unjustifiably high risk of infringement. 

107. Kinaxis’s infringement of the Patents-in-Suit has been, and continues to be, 

without permission, consent, authorization, or license.  

COUNT 1: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’153 PATENT 

108. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 

109. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’153 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’153 Patent. 

110. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 17, 33, 37, and 40 of the ’153 Patent.  Kinaxis makes, uses, sells, 

offers for sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the Accused 

Products and thus directly infringes claims of the ’153 Patent. 

111. For example, Claim 33 of the ’153 Patent is reproduced below:  

33. A method for generating and selecting a planning route and selecting 
scheduling opportunities according to the selected route, comprising the steps: 

defining resources; 

receiving an order having an objective; 

generating a production method based on said objective and said defined 
resources; 

generating routes based on said production method; and 

Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 26 of 94   PageID 26Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 26 of 94   PageID 26



27 
 

selecting one of said routes and scheduling opportunities based on a scheduling 
goal and a routing goal. 

112. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse performs a 

method for generating and selecting a planning route and selecting scheduling opportunities 

according to the selected route.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below.  

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1358, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1357, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide p. 1359, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  

113. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of defining 

resources.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1382, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1364, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

114. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of receiving an order 

having an objective.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 33, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1365, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
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115. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of generating a 

production method based on said objective and said defined resources.  This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1363, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1364, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

 
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 24, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

116. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of generating routes 

based on said production method.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1368, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide p. 1363, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
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RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 38, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last accessed 12/13/20). 
 

117. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of selecting one of 

said routes and scheduling opportunities based on a scheduling goal and a routing goal.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1365, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1363, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20).  
 

118. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’153 Patent, as provided in 

35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end 

users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions 

claimed in the ’153 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts 

of manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’153 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’153 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’153 Patent. 

119. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’153 Patent, as provided by 

35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as 

customers and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and elsewhere in 

the United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be manufactured, 
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used, sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ use of the 

Accused Products, such that the ’153 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features and 

components of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’153 Patent, are not 

staple articles or commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are 

known by Kinaxis to be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’153 

Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge 

of the ’153 Patent and with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of 

the ’153 Patent. 

COUNT II: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’874 PATENT 

120. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 

121. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’874 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’874 Patent. 

122. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 8 of the ’874 Patent.  Kinaxis makes, uses, sells, 

offers for sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the Accused 

Products and thus directly infringes claims of the ’874 Patent. 

123. For example, Claim 1 of the ’874 Patent is reproduced below: 

1. A bill of materials (BOM) sourcing system, comprising: 

one or more data storage locations operable to store BOM sourcing criteria; 

a sourcing engine operable to: 

receive a BOM including a plurality of part identifiers; 

identify one or more part identifiers included in the BOM; 
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search supplier data associated with one or more suppliers of parts to obtain 
pricing information associated with the identified parts; 

receive the sourcing criteria from the one or more data storage locations; and 

determine which supplier should be used to supply each identified part based on 
the pricing information and the sourcing criteria; and 

a transaction execution module operable to: 

receive from the sourcing engine a part identifier for each identified part and the 
identity of the supplier to be used to supply each identified part; 

generate one or more transaction documents each identifying one or more parts 
and including a request that a supplier provide the one or more parts; and 

communicate the one or more transaction documents to the associated suppliers. 

124. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse is a bill of 

materials sourcing system comprising one or more components. 

125. On information and belief, RapidResponse comprises one or more data storage 

locations operable to store BOM sourcing criteria. This is supported by the exemplary evidence 

below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 784, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 202, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 389, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1225-26, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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126. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to receive a BOM 

including a plurality of part identifiers, and identify one or more part identifiers included in the 

BOM.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 125, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 206, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

127. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to search supplier data 

associated with one or more suppliers of parts to obtain pricing information associated with the 

identified parts. This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1499-1500, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

128. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to receive the sourcing 

criteria from the one or more data storage locations.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 784, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 125, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 206, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

129. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to determine which 

supplier should be used to supply each identified part based on pricing information and the 

sourcing criteria. This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 

RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1225, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf  (last visited 12/13/20). 

Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 44 of 94   PageID 44Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 44 of 94   PageID 44

https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf


45 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 686, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

130. On information and belief, RapidResponse comprises a transaction execution 

module and is operable to receive from the sourcing engine a part identifier for each identified 

part and the identity of the supplier to be used to supply each identified part.  This is supported 

by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1006, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 399, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

131. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to generate one or more 

transaction documents each identifying one or more parts and including a request that a supplier 

provide the one or more parts.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 336, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 537, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 11/16/20). 

132. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to communicate the one or 

more transaction document to the associated suppliers. This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 648, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

133. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’874 Patent, as provided in 35 

U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end users, 

in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and belief, 
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Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions claimed in 

the ’874 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts of 

manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’874 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’874 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’874 Patent. 

134. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’874 Patent, as provided by 

35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as 

customers and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and elsewhere in 

the United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be manufactured, 

used, sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ use of the 

Accused Products, such that the ’874 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features and 

components of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’874 Patent, are not 

staple articles or commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are 

known by Kinaxis to be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’874 

Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge 

of the ’874 Patent and with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of 

the ’874 Patent. 
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COUNT III: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’383 PATENT 

135. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 

136. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’383 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’383 Patent. 

137. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, 10, and 17 of the ’383 Patent.  Kinaxis makes, uses, 

sells, offers for sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the 

Accused Products and thus directly infringes claims of the ’383 Patent. 

138. For example, Claim 1 of the ’383 Patent is reproduced below: 

1. A distributed inventory management system, the system comprising one or 
more components collectively operable to: 

receive information regarding a plurality of distributed participants in one or more 
tiers of a value chain, wherein each tier of the one or more tiers of the value chain 
comprise a different replenishment process associated with one or more of the 
plurality of distributed participants, and information regarding one or more items 
in the one or more tiers of the value chain; 

model relationships between at least two of the plurality of distributed participants 
in the different tiers of the one or more tiers of the value chain based on the 
received information; 

model the one or more items based on the received information; 

receive inventory data from one or more of the plurality of distributed participants 
relating to the one or more items; 

process the inventory data based on the models of the relationships and the items 
to generate inventory information related to one or more of the distributed 
participants; and 

communicate the generated inventory information to one or more of the plurality 
of distributed participants in a different tier of the value chain, the inventory 
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information including at least inventory data of participants other than those 
participants to which the inventory information is communicated. 

139. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse is a 

distributed inventory management system comprising one or more components collectively 

operable to perform the limitations recited in claim 1.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1939, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1940, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

140. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to receive information 

regarding a plurality of distributed participants in one or more tiers of a value chain, wherein 

each tier of the one or more tiers of the value chain comprise a different replenishment process 

associated with one or more of the plurality of distributed participants, and information regarding 

one or more items in the one or more tiers of the value chain.  This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1945, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1141, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p.375, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

141. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to model relationships 

between at least two of the plurality of distributed participants in the different tiers of the one or 

more tiers of the value chain based on the received information.  This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1944, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 368, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

142. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to model the one or more 

items based on the received information.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Administration Guide at p. 237, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_admin.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 956, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1940, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

143. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to receive inventory data 

from one or more of the plurality of distributed participants relating to the one or more items.  

This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Administration Guide at p. 412, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_admin.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

 
RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 126, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

144. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to process the inventory 

data based on the models of the relationships and the items to generate inventory information 

related to one or more of the distributed participants.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1940, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

145. On information and belief, RapidResponse is operable to communicate the 

generated inventory information to one or more of the plurality of distributed participants in a 

different tier of the value chain, the inventory information including at least inventory data of 

participants other than those participants to which the inventory information is communicated. 

This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 57,  
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

146. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’383 Patent, as provided in 

35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end 

users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions 

claimed in the ’383 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts 

of manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’383 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’383 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’383 Patent. 

147. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’383 Patent, as provided by 

35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as 

customers and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and elsewhere in 

Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 58 of 94   PageID 58Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 58 of 94   PageID 58

https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf


59 
 

the United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be manufactured, 

used, sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ use of the 

Accused Products, such that the ’383 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features and 

components of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’383 Patent, are not 

staple articles or commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are 

known by Kinaxis to be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’383 

Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge 

of the ’383 Patent and with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of 

the ’383 Patent. 

COUNT IV: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’145 PATENT 

148. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 

149. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’145 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’145 Patent. 

150. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 1, 2, 3, 5, 14, and 20 of the ’145 Patent.  Kinaxis makes, uses, sells, 

offers for sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the Accused 

Products and thus directly infringes claims of the ’145 Patent. 

151. For example, Claim 1 of the ’145 Patent is reproduced below: 

1. A distributed inventory management system, comprising: one or more 
computers coupled with a plurality of participant computers in one or more tiers 
of a value chain, the one or more computers configured to: 

evaluate inventory data received from one or more of the plurality of participant 
computers according to one or more business rules; 
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execute a business process using one or more software agents, based on the 
evaluation of the received inventory data; 

communicate output of the business process to one or more of the plurality of 
participant computers; 

generate an alert when at least one of the plurality of participant computers uses a 
first replenishment policy in a first tier of the one or more tiers of the value chain 
that is different than a second replenishment policy used by at least one of the 
plurality of participant computers in at least a second tier of the one or more tiers 
of the value chain; and 

communicate the generated alert to one or more of the plurality of participant 
computers. 

152. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse is a 

distributed inventory management system comprising one or more computers coupled with a 

plurality of participant computers in one or more tiers of a value chain, and that is configured to 

perform the limitations recited in claim 1.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1939, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1940, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

 
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

153. On information and belief, RapidResponse is configured to evaluate inventory 

data received from one or more of the plurality of participant computers according to one or 

more business rules.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 453, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

 
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 34, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

154. On information and belief, RapidResponse is configured to execute a business 

process using one or more software agents, based on the evaluation of the received inventory 

data.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse User Guide at p. 503, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse User Guide at p. 504, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 373, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

155. On information and belief, RapidResponse is configured to communicate output 

of the business process to one or more of the plurality of participant computers.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Scripting Guide at p. 35, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_scripting.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse User Guide at p. 438, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

156. On information and belief, RapidResponse is configured to generate an alert when 

at least one of the plurality of participant computers uses a first replenishment policy in a first 

tier of the one or more tiers of the value chain that is different than a second replenishment 

policy used by at least one of the plurality of participant computers in at least a second tier of the 

one or more tiers of the value chain.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 368, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Data Integration Guide at p. 369, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_integration.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse User Guide at p. 516, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1940, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

157. On information and belief, RapidResponse is configured to communicate the 

generated alert to one or more of the plurality of participant computers.  This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 

 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 509-10, 
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https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

158. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’145 Patent, as provided in 

35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end 

users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions 

claimed in the ’145 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts 

of manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’145 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’145 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’145 Patent. 

159. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’145 Patent, as provided by 

35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as 

customers and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and elsewhere in 

the United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be manufactured, 

used, sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ use of the 

Accused Products, such that the ’145 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features and 

components of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’145 Patent, are not 

staple articles or commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are 

known by Kinaxis to be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’145 
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Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge 

of the ’145 Patent and with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of 

the ’145 Patent. 

COUNT V: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’868 PATENT 

160. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 

161. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’868 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’868 Patent. 

162. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 1, 3, 4, 9, and 15 of the ’868 Patent. Kinaxis makes, uses, sells, offers 

for sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the Accused Products 

and thus directly infringes claims of the ’868 Patent. 

163. For example, Claim 1 of the ’868 Patent is reproduced below: 

1. A method of optimizing a supply chain parameter of a node of a supply chain, 
comprising: 

calculating, by a computer, an inventory target for a node of a supply chain; by: 

calculating a demand stock that satisfies a demand over supply lead time at a node 
of the supply chain; 

calculating a demand variability stock that satisfies a demand variability of the 
demand over supply lead time at the node; 

establishing the demand bias of the demand at the node; and 

determining the inventory target of the node based on the demand stock and the 
demand variability stock in accordance with the demand bias; 

changing, by the computer, a supply parameter associated with the node, the 
change in the supply parameter associated with a supply parameter cost or a 
supply parameter benefit; 
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adjusting, by the computer, the supply parameter associated with the node, when 
the benefit of the supply parameter exceeds the cost of the supply parameter; and 

adjusting, by the computer, the inventory target of the node based on the adjusted 
supply parameter. 

164. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse performs a 

method of optimizing a supply chain parameter of a node of a supply chain comprising the steps 

recited in claim 1.   

165. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of calculating, by a 

computer, an inventory target for a node of a supply chain.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Inventory Planning and Optimization at p. 3,  
https://content.kinaxis.com/c/inventory-planning-a?x=Zb0Z-_ (last visited 12/13/2020). 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1711, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

166. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of calculating a 

demand stock that satisfies a demand over supply lead time at a node of the supply chain.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 1769, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 183-184, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 184, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 

167. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of calculating a 

demand variability stock that satisfies a demand variability of the demand over supply lead time 

at the node.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 183-184, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 184, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
 

168. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of establishing the 

demand bias of the demand at the node.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 142, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 

169. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of determining the 

inventory target of the node based on the demand stock and the demand variability stock in 

accordance with the demand bias.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

  
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

170. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of changing, by the 

computer, a supply parameter associated with the node, the change in the supply parameter 
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associated with a supply parameter cost, or a supply parameter benefit. This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 543, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
 
 

 
RapidResponse Analytic and Data Model Guide at p. 473, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_DataModel.pdf  (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 182, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
 

171. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of adjusting, by the 

computer, the supply parameter associated with the node, when the benefit of the supply 
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parameter exceeds the cost of the supply parameter.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 543, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 182, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 212, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 213, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 214, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Applications Guide at p. 215, https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_PDR.pdf 
(last visited 12/13/20). 

172. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs the step of adjusting, by the 

computer, the inventory target of the node based on the adjusted supply parameter.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Fundamental Concepts Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/Docs/RR_Fund_Concepts.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

173. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’868 Patent, as provided in 

35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end 

users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions 
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claimed in the ’868 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts 

of manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’868 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’868 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’868 Patent. 

174. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’868 Patent, as provided by 35 

U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as customers 

and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information and belief, 

Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and elsewhere in the 

United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be manufactured, used, 

sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ use of the Accused 

Products, such that the ’868 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features and components 

of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’868 Patent, are not staple articles or 

commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are known by Kinaxis to 

be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’868 Patent.  Kinaxis has 

performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge of the ’868 Patent and 

with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of the ’868 Patent. 

COUNT VI: PATENT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ’856 PATENT 

175. Blue Yonder incorporates by reference the preceding paragraphs as though fully 

set forth herein. 
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176. Kinaxis infringes, contributes to the infringement of, and/or induces infringement 

of the ’856 Patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale, and/or importing into the United 

States the Accused Products that are covered by one or more claims of the ’856 Patent. 

177. The Accused Products directly infringe, literally and/or by the doctrine of 

equivalents, at least claims 1, 2, and 3 of the ’856 Patent.  Kinaxis makes, uses, sells, offers for 

sale, and/or imports, in this District and elsewhere in the United States, the Accused Products 

and thus directly infringes claims of the ’856 Patent. 

178. For example, Claim 1 of the ’856 Patent is reproduced below: 

1. A computer-implemented method for generating a custom application, 
comprising: 

storing application parameters of a custom application for a trading partner in a 
supply chain network, the application parameters describing at least one user-
customized display of supply chain data for the trading partner, the application 
parameters further defining a user-customized order of actions to be performed on 
the supply chain data and a type of the custom application; 

receiving one or more user-modifications of the user-customized display of 
supply chain data and the user-customized order of actions to be performed on the 
supply chain data; 

storing the received one or more user-modifications; 

receiving a request for supply chain data over a computer network from the 
trading partner; 

responsive to receiving the request for supply chain data from the trading partner, 
automatically identifying a role of the trading partner that made the request for 
supply chain data; 

responsive to identifying the role of the trading partner, generating at least one of 
the application parameters based on the role of the trading partner; 

generating a custom application comprising one or more user interfaces based on 
the stored application parameters and the at least one application parameter based 
on the role of the trading partner; and 

rendering for display the custom application to the trading partner wherein the one 
or more user interfaces display portions of the requested supply chain data based 
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on a format for display described in the application parameters and permit actions 
to be performed on the supply chain data based on the application parameters. 

179. As a non-limiting example, on information and belief, RapidResponse performs a 

computer-implemented method for generating a custom application.  

180. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs storing application 

parameters of a custom application for a trading partner in a supply chain network, the 

application parameters describing at least one user-customized display of supply chain data for 

the trading partner, the application parameters further defining a user-customized order of 

actions to be performed on the supply chain data and a type of the custom application.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 909, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 899, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 932, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

181. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs receiving one or more user-

modifications of the user-customized display of supply chain data and the user-customized order 

of actions to be performed on the supply chain data.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 909, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 899, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 932, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

182. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs storing the received one or 

more user-modifications.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 901, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

183. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs receiving a request for 

supply chain data over a computer network from the trading partner.  This is supported by the 

exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 895, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
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RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 899, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

184. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs responsive to receiving the 

request for supply chain data from the trading partner, automatically identifying a role of the 

trading partner that made the request for supply chain data.  This is supported by the exemplary 

evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Administrators Guide at p. 419, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_admin.pdf (last visited 12/13/20) 
 

185. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs responsive to identifying the 

role of the trading partner, generating at least one of the application parameters based on the role 

of the trading partner.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 58, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 892, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

186. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs generating a custom 

application comprising one or more user interfaces based on the stored application parameters 

and the at least one application parameter based on the role of the trading partner.  This is 

supported by the exemplary evidence below. 
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RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 895, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

 
RapidResponse Resource Authoring Guide at p. 899, 
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https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 

187. On information and belief, RapidResponse performs rendering for display the 

custom application to the trading partner wherein the one or more user interfaces display portions 

of the requested supply chain data based on a format for display described in the application 

parameters and permit actions to be performed on the supply chain data based on the application 

parameters.  This is supported by the exemplary evidence below. 

 
RapidReponse User Guide (Mobile Client) at p.17, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user_mobile.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 90 of 94   PageID 90Case 3:20-cv-03636-K   Document 1   Filed 12/14/20    Page 90 of 94   PageID 90

https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_author.pdf
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user_mobile.pdf


91 
 

 
RapidReponse User Guide (Mobile Client) at p. 47, 
https://help.kinaxis.com/20144/docs/rr_user_mobile.pdf (last visited 12/13/20). 
 

188. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’856 Patent, as provided in 

35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by inducing infringement by others, such as Kinaxis’s customers and end 

users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  For example, on information and 

belief, Kinaxis’s customers and end users directly infringe through their use of the inventions 

claimed in the ’856 Patent.  Kinaxis induces this direct infringement through its affirmative acts 

of manufacturing, selling, distributing, and/or otherwise making available the Accused Products, 

and providing instructions, documentation, online technical support, marketing, product manuals, 

advertisements, and other information to customers and end users suggesting they use the 

Accused Products in an infringing manner.  As a result of Kinaxis’s inducement, Kinaxis’s 

customers and end users use the Accused Products in the way Kinaxis intends and directly 

infringe the ’856 Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts 

with knowledge of the ’856 Patent and with the intent, or willful blindness, that the induced acts 

directly infringe the ’856 Patent. 
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189. Kinaxis also indirectly infringes claims of the ’856 Patent, as provided by 

35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by contributing to direct infringement committed by others, such as 

customers and end users, in this District and elsewhere in the United States.  On information 

and belief, Kinaxis’s affirmative acts of selling and offering to sell, in this District and 

elsewhere in the United States, the Accused Products and causing the Accused Products to be 

manufactured, used, sold, and offered for sale, contribute to Kinaxis’s customers’ and end users’ 

use of the Accused Products, such that the ’856 Patent is directly infringed.  The accused features 

and components of the Accused Products are material to the invention of the ’856 Patent, are not 

staple articles or commodities of commerce, have no substantial non-infringing uses, and are 

known by Kinaxis to be especially made or especially adapted for use in infringement of the ’856 

Patent.  Kinaxis has performed and continues to perform these affirmative acts with knowledge 

of the ’856 Patent and with intent, or willful blindness, that they cause the direct infringement of 

the ’856 Patent. 

PRAYER FOR RELIEF 

 WHEREFORE, Blue Yonder respectfully requests that this Court enter judgment in its 

favor as follows and award Blue Yonder the following relief: 

(a) an award of damages adequate to compensate Blue Yonder for infringement of 
the Patents-in-Suit by Kinaxis, in an amount to be proven at trial, including 
supplemental post-verdict damages until such time as Kinaxis ceases its infringing 
conduct; 

(b) a permanent injunction prohibiting Kinaxis and its officers, directors, employees, 
agents, consultants, contractors, suppliers, distributors, all affiliated entities, and 
all others acting in privity with Kinaxis, from committing further acts of 
infringement;  

(c) enhanced damages for willful infringement; 

(d) the costs of this action, as well as attorneys’ fees as provided by 35 U.S.C. § 285; 
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(e) pre-judgment and post-judgment interest at the maximum amount permitted by 
law; 

(f) all other relief, in law or equity, to which Blue Yonder is entitled. 

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL 

Plaintiff hereby demands a jury trial for all issues so triable. 
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Dated: December 14, 2020 MCKOOL SMITH, P.C. 

/s/ Joshua W. Budwin  
Joshua W. Budwin 
Lead Attorney 
Texas State Bar No. 24050347 
jbudwin@mckoolsmith.com  
Scott L. Cole 
Texas State Bar No. 00790481 
scole@mckoolsmith.com 
George Fishback 
Texas State Bar No. 24120823 
gfishback@mckoolsmith.com 
MCKOOL SMITH, P.C. 
300 W. 6th Street, Suite 1700 
Austin, Texas 78701 
T: (512) 692-8700 
F: (512) 692-8744 
 
John Yang 
Texas State Bar No. 24118594 
jyang@mckoolsmith.com 
Casey Shomaker 
Texas State Bar No. 24110359 
cshomaker@mckoolsmith.com 
MCKOOL SMITH, P.C. 
300 Crescent Court, Suite 1500 
Dallas, Texas 75201 
T: (214) 978-4000 
F: (214) 978-4044 
 
Richard J. Stark (pro hac vice forthcoming) 
New York State Bar No. 2472603 
rstark@cravath.com  
Sharonmoyee Goswami (pro hac vice 
forthcoming) 
New York State Bar No. 5121082 
sgoswami@cravath.com 
CRAVATH, SWAINE & MOORE LLP 
Worldwide Plaza 
825 Eighth Avenue 
New York, New York 10019-7475 
T: (212) 474-1000 
F: (212) 474-3700 
 
ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF BLUE 
YONDER GROUP, INC. 
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