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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE DISTRICT OF OREGON

PORTLAND DIVISION

SAWSTOP HOLDING LLC, an Oregon
LLC,

Plaintiff,
V.
FELDER KG, a foreign company,

Defendant.

Case No.: 3:24-cv-00796

PLAINTIFF SAWSTOP HOLDING LLC’S
COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
INFRINGEMENT

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED



Case 3:24-cv-00796-AN  Document 1  Filed 05/14/24 Page 2 of 13

SawStop Holding LLC (“SawStop Holding” or “Plaintiff”’) makes this complaint against
Felder KG (“Felder” or “Defendant”), a foreign corporation:

INTRODUCTION
1. SawStop Holding owns U.S. Patent Nos. 7,098,800 (the “’800 patent™), titled

“Retraction system and motor position for use with safety systems for power equipment,”
7,225,712 (the 712 patent”), titled “Motion detecting system for use in a safety system for
power equipment,” and 10,981,238 (the “’238 patent”), titled “Actuators for power tool safety
systems” (collectively, the “Asserted Patents”), and has the right to enforce those patents against
infringers, including the right to bring this suit for injunctive relief and damages.

2. Felder has directly and indirectly infringed one or more claims of each of the
Asserted Patents. Felder’s direct infringement includes making, using, selling, offering to sell,
and/or importing infringing power equipment. Felder’s indirect infringement includes inducing

direct infringement by at least one subsidiary, distributors, customers, and end-users.

THE PARTIES

3. Plaintiff SawStop Holding LLC is a company organized and existing under the
laws of Oregon, with a principal place of business in Tualatin, Oregon.

4. Defendant Felder KG is a kommanditgesellschaft organized under the laws of
Austria, with its principal place of business at KR-Felder-Strafie 1, A-6060 Hall in Tirol, Austria.

SUBJECT MATTER JURISDICTION
5. Counts I-III arise under the Patent Act, including 35 U.S.C. § 271 et seq. This

Court has subject matter jurisdiction over those claims pursuant to at least 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and
1338(a).

PERSONAL JURISDICTION

6. This Court has specific personal jurisdiction over Felder at least because the
products accused of infringing SawStop Holding’s rights were and/or continue to be offered for

sale in and/or imported into the District of Oregon.
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7. Felder sells woodworking systems throughout the United States and has sold
power equipment to purchasers located in the District of Oregon.

8. Felder intends to advertise/sell and advertises/sells power equipment with
Felder’s so-called “Preventive Contact System” (the “Accused Products™), such as Felder’s
“kappa 550 Sliding Table Panel Saw, throughout the United States.

0. Felder has sent advertising brochures to addresses located within the District of
Oregon offering to sell the Accused Products.

10.  Felder also maintains an interactive website, located at https://www.felder-
group.com/en-us, at which it offers to sell the Accused Products to buyers in the District of
Oregon.

11.  Felder’s website includes a form to request a quote price for the Accused

Products, where it specifically recites Oregon as an option in its list of states.
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No commitment to buy
FELDER

Ve can create a personalised offer just for you. Please fill out the questionnaire below and GROUP
we will contact you as soon as possible!

Sliding Table Panel Saw Felder K 945 5

Select additional oplions for your machine here

Electrical setup

Control Systems

Saw and Scoring Unit

Cutting width and rip fence

Sliding Tables

QOutrigger Tables and Crosscut Fences

‘ Safety devices

Important Accessories

| MNew Jerse
@B Company y
) Mew Mexico
Tilla? Mew York
North Carolina
1
S | | - North Dakota
Ohio
E-Mail A
Oklah
Unifed Stales Oregon @

Pennsylvania

The form above is excerpted from the “Get Free Quote” option linked at https://www.felder-

group.com/en-us/products/sliding-table-saws-c1947/sliding-table-panel-saw-k-945-s-p1966723

for a saw marketed as having the infringing “Preventive Contact System,” which is shown

below.
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<« » C 23 felder-group.com/en-us/products/sliding-table-saws-c1947/sliding-table-panel-saw-k-945-s-p1966723

Products Shop Used machines % Deals % Contact

FELDER

new Sliding Table Panel Saw K 945 S

_ K9455
W+ Now customizable

Get free quote

5_ | UVE-DEMO

The FELDER top models for the
highest demands in craft, trade and
industry!

guide "Easy-Glide" and the "X-Roll* slidin

for years to come

liding table panel saw K 945 S s a/z0 available with the

y device PC5®

12.  Felder also offers to sell and directly advertises the Accused Products in
publications that are sent to Oregon residents, including publications available in public libraries,
such as shown below in the October 2022 edition of Fine Woodworking magazine, which is

available to the public in public libraries in the District of Oregon.
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CENTER for FURNITURE

CLAPHAM’S CRAFTSMANSHIP

BEESWAX PRODUCTS LTD.
A
l:lne Superb wood finishes and
Wood x polishes derived from
Ak kKA N NOI’klng Beeswax

> . p:
Associate Publisher,  Alex Robertson
Advertising & Marketing  203-304-3590 E E
Director  arobertson@taunton.com E
Administrative  Beverly Buonanno E&?
Assistant  203-304- 2
bbuon: X

[

Teaching Creative Excellence

Rockport, Maine
www.woodschoolorg

Director of Digital  John Maher
Advertising Operations

Digital Advertising ~ Erin Nikitchyuk
Operations Specialist

Group Marketing Director  Robina Lewis

Director, Matthew Ulland
Consumer Marketing
Senior Marketing Manager, Sara Decanali
Customer Acquisition
Marketing Manager  Danielle Shpunt

Director,  Ashley Ten-Hoeve
Digital Development
Print Production Manager ~ Richard Booth
Email Operations ~ Michael Hendrick

To contact us or submit an article:

Fine Woodworking, The Taunton Press.

63 South Main St., Newtown, CT 06470

Email us at fw@taunton.com or call 800-309.8955

iz @BPA

Single Copy Sales () Meouwores 36c

IWF ATLANTA 2022

Independen pksers s 1975 Come visit us ot North America’s largest

inders, Paul & Jan R WF
” o woodworking technology and design SPAEASE\'L-{SINE
FGGMEREED s Sostin trade show! Get your free ticket now: CALL NOW

Chief Financial Officer Mark Fernberg
WW. 5 TO
Chief Operating Officer  Brian Magnotta www.feldergroupusa.com GET YOUR

chi SHOW DEAL!

lef Revenue Officer Erica Moynihan

Chief Content Officer  Robert Yagid OUR MAIN HIGHLIGHTS AND 866.792.5288
VEEinence: 'Britt Manning CHALLENGERS AWARD FINALISTS:

VP Strategy and Research  Kristina Swindell

VR Human Resources  Carol Marotti tempora F600 60.06L glueBox 5 kappa 550 PCS® Bl
PUR-edge banding without glue pot ] Preventive Contact Systlem
Publishers of magazines, books, videos, and online WB»A
Fino Woodworking - Fine Homebuldng - Teads
Green Building Advisor + Fine Gardening. - Taunton.com

The Taunton guarantee: If at any time you're not

completely satisfied with Fine Woodworking, you can — A
cancel your subscription and receive a refund for any Lo
unserved issues. =
To contact customer service:

Email us at customerservico@finewoodworking.com
Visit finewoodworking.com/ customerservice

Call 8664525141

Copyright 2022 by The Taunton Press, Inc. No repro-
duction without permission of The Taunton Press, Inc.

FELDER GROUP USA
CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO Toll free 866-792-5288
www.feldergroupusa.com

13. Felder has also offered to sell and advertised the Accused Products in other
editions of Fine Woodworking, such as in the July-August 2021 edition as shown below, which

is also available to the public in public libraries in the District of Oregon.
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Oneida’

ﬁ Air Systems )
]

ORIl FURNITURE CRAFTSMANSHIP

Teaching Creative Excellence

WORKSHOPS

‘/}'{/( Industry Leader in Dust Collection FURNITURE INTENSIVES

SUPER DUST DEPUTY

TURNING INTENSIVE

NINE-MONTH COMPREHENSIVE

Stupio FELLOWSHIPS

Turns your single stage dust collector . e
into a cyclonic super collector! CoME LEARN wiTH Us
Pl 1HP - 3HP.
Srf’mw;(d,ildnﬁ Rockport, Maine 207-594-5611 www.woodschool.org

Pre-separates 99% of dust & debris before it
reaches your collector

Maintains continuously high airflow to
your tools

Saves money on replacement filters

Eliminates downtime needed for filter and
bag dleanings

DUSTDEPUTY  DELUXE

Tums any wet/dry vacuum into a
cyclonic super vacuum!

My
W
e &%’P' , WORLD INNOVATION: PCS®
fle\',’n Air DustIn Nl?‘m"'t'hm Preventive Contact System - Serious accidents on panel saws are a thing of the
0 Vac - | chdentwh past - A revolution in safety systems for sliding table saws. No contact, no injury.

Neutral Vane

Technology « Surveillance of danger zone with approach detection
Juy 20 23,2021

Pre-separates « Triggers at the speed of light

99% of dust * 100% damage free for machine and saw blade
LAS VEGAS CONVENTION CENTER
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

and debris
www.awfsfair.org

from airstream

Eliminates
dogged filters
&suction loss

Vac Not Included

Saves time &
money on
expensive
replacement
filters & bags

Many styles to choose from!

oneida-air.com

MADE IN THE USASINCE 1993 == 7. FELDER GROUP USA
c ¢ CALL TODAY FOR MORE INFO Toll free 866-792-5288

Y& wlesus@leldergroup.com | www.feldergroupusa.com

www.finewoodworking.com

14. SawStop Holding’s claims satisfy Oregon’s Long-Arm statute, Or. R. Civ. P. 4,
which provides for jurisdiction over parties in actions where “[p]roducts, materials, or things
distributed, processed, serviced, or manufactured by the defendant were used or consumed
within this state in the ordinary course of trade.” Or. R. Civ. P. 4 D(2).

15.  Felder also has minimum contacts with the District of Oregon in that it has
purposefully availed itself of the District in a way that is related to SawStop Holding’s claims of
patent infringement at least as described above.

16.  Thus, this Court has specific personal jurisdiction over Felder.
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VENUE
17. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391(c)(3) because

Defendant is a foreign entity organized under the laws of Austria and under that statute, “a
defendant not resident in the United States may be sued in any judicial district,” including the

District of Oregon.

BACKGROUND

18.  In August 2000, Dr. Stephen F. Gass and his colleagues formed SawStop Holding
and its wholly owned subsidiary, SawStop, LLC, to develop and commercialize safety systems
for woodworking machines such as table saws.

19.  The safety systems that Dr. Gass and his colleagues developed can detect contact
between a saw blade and an operator of the saw and react to mitigate injury to the operator from
the saw blade.

20. This innovative safety technology is described and covered by SawStop Holding’s
patents, including the Asserted Patents.

21. Since late 2004, SawStop Holding’s subsidiary SawStop, LLC has sold
woodworking machines equipped with these safety systems out of its Tualatin headquarters,
under a license from SawStop Holding.

22.  Felder has marketed saws using SawStop Holding’s patented technology at least
by offering them on its website and in magazines and by sending brochures to potential
customers in the United States since at least March 2021.

23.  Felder has also sold saws using SawStop Holding’s patented technology in the

United States.

COUNT 1
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 7,098.800
24. SawStop Holding realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations in the
preceding paragraphs.
25. The *800 patent is titled “Retraction system and motor position for use with safety

systems for power equipment.” On August 29, 2006, the *800 patent was duly and legally issued

COMPLAINT FOR
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by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. SawStop Holding is the assignee of the entire right,
title, and interest in and to the 800 patent, including all rights to enforce this patent against
infringers and collect damages. A true and correct copy of the *800 patent is attached as
Exhibit 1.

26.  Defendant has infringed, literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, at least
claim 1 of the 800 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) at least by making, using, selling, offering to
sell, and/or importing woodworking tools, such as the Accused Products, which Defendant has
offered for sale in the United States by sending advertising brochures to recipients in the United
States and by offering the infringing devices on its website and in magazines.

27.  Defendant has had knowledge of the *800 patent since at least October 2020.

28. On information and belief, Defendant is aware that use and operation of the
Accused Products in the United States by Defendant or its customers would directly infringe the
"800 patent.

29. On information and belief, Defendant, with knowledge of the *800 patent,
encourages distributors and retailers to sell the Accused Products and specifically educates
distributors and retailers on the infringing use and operation of the Accused Products in the
United States.

30. On information and belief, Defendant aids and abets its customers’ direct
infringement of the 800 patent with knowledge that use of the Accused Products in the United
States directly infringes the *800 patent.

31.  Defendant’s actions actively induce infringement of the *800 patent. Accordingly,
Defendant is also liable for indirect infringement pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 271(b).

32.  SawStop Holding has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing
conduct. Thus, Defendant is liable to SawStop Holding in an amount that adequately
compensates it for such infringement, which, by law, cannot be less than a reasonable royalty,

together with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

COMPLAINT FOR
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33. On information and belief, Defendant’s infringement of the 800 patent is willful
at least because despite being aware of the *800 patent since at least October 2020, and being
aware of the similarities between the Accused Products and SawStop Holding’s safety systems,

such infringing conduct continues in conscious disregard of SawStop Holding’s rights in the

"800 patent.
COUNT 11
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 7,225,712
34.  SawStop Holding realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations in the
preceding paragraphs.

35. The *712 patent is titled “Motion detecting system for use in a safety system for
power equipment.” On June 5, 2007, the *712 patent was duly and legally issued by the U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office. SawStop Holding is the assignee of the entire right, title, and
interest in and to the *712 patent, including all rights to enforce this patent against infringers and
collect damages. A true and correct copy of the *712 patent is attached as Exhibit 2.

36.  Defendant has infringed, literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, at least
claim 8 of the *712 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) at least by making, using, selling, offering to
sell, and/or importing woodworking tools, such as the Accused Products, which Defendant has
offered for sale in the United States by sending advertising brochures to recipients in the United
States and by offering the infringing devices on its website and in magazines.

37.  Defendant has had knowledge of the ’712 patent since at least October 2020.

38. On information and belief, Defendant is aware that use and operation of the
Accused Products in the United States by Defendant or its customers would directly infringe the
712 patent.

39. On information and belief, Defendant, with knowledge of the *712 patent, has
encouraged distributors and retailers to sell the Accused Products and has specifically educated
distributors and retailers on the infringing use and operation of the Accused Products in the

United States.

COMPLAINT FOR
PATENT INFRINGEMENT -9-



Case 3:24-cv-00796-AN  Document 1  Filed 05/14/24 Page 11 of 13

40. On information and belief, Defendant has aided and abetted its customers’ direct
infringement of the *712 patent with knowledge that use of the Accused Products in the United
States directly infringed the 712 patent.

41.  Defendant’s actions have actively induced infringement of the 712 patent.
Accordingly, Defendant is also liable for indirect infringement pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 271(b).

42.  SawStop Holding has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing
conduct. Thus, Defendant is liable to SawStop Holding in an amount that adequately
compensates it for such infringement, which, by law, cannot be less than a reasonable royalty,
together with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

43. On information and belief, Defendant’s infringement of the *712 patent is willful
at least because despite being aware of the 712 patent since at least October 2020, and being
aware of the similarities between the Accused Products and SawStop Holding’s safety systems,

such infringing conduct continues in conscious disregard of SawStop Holding’s rights in the

712 patent.
COUNT I1I
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 10,981,238
44. SawStop Holding realleges and incorporates by reference the allegations in the
preceding paragraphs.

45. The *238 patent is titled “Actuators for power tool safety systems.” On April 20,
2021, the *238 patent was duly and legally issued by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office.
SawStop Holding is the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest in and to the 238 patent,
including all rights to enforce this patent against infringers and collect damages. A true and
correct copy of the *238 patent is attached as Exhibit 3.

46.  Defendant has infringed, literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, at least
claim 1 of the 238 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) at least by making, using, selling, offering to

sell, and/or importing woodworking tools, such as the Accused Products, which Defendant has
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offered for sale in the United States by sending advertising brochures to recipients in the United
States and by offering the infringing devices on its website and in magazines.

47. On information and belief, Defendant has had knowledge of the *238 patent since
before the filing of this Complaint.

48. On information and belief, Defendant is aware that use and operation of the
Accused Products in the United States by Defendant or its customers would directly infringe the
’238 patent.

49, On information and belief, Defendant, with knowledge of the *238 patent,
encourages distributors and retailers to sell the Accused Products and specifically educates
distributors and retailers on the infringing use and operation of the Accused Products in the
United States.

50. On information and belief, Defendant aids and abets its customers’ direct
infringement of the *238 patent with knowledge that use of the Accused Products in the United
States directly infringes the *238 patent.

51.  Defendant’s actions actively induce infringement of the 238 patent. Accordingly,
Defendant is also liable for indirect infringement pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 271(b).

52.  SawStop Holding has been damaged as a result of Defendant’s infringing
conduct. Thus, Defendant is liable to SawStop Holding in an amount that adequately
compensates it for such infringement, which, by law, cannot be less than a reasonable royalty,
together with interest and costs as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284.

53. On information and belief, Defendant’s infringement of the *238 patent is willful
at least because despite being aware of the *238 patent since before the filing of this Complaint,
and being aware of the similarities between the Accused Products and SawStop Holding’s safety
systems, such infringing conduct continues in conscious disregard of SawStop Holding’s rights

in the *238 patent.

JURY DEMAND

54.  Plaintiff hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues triable as of right by a jury.
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PRAYER FOR RELIEF

Plaintiff requests that the Court find in its favor and against Defendant, and that the Court
grant Plaintiff the following relief:

A. Judgment that one or more claims of each of the Asserted Patents have been
infringed, either literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, by Defendant;

B. Judgment that Defendant’s infringement has been willful;

C. A permanent injunction enjoining Defendant and its officers, directors, agents,
affiliates, employees, divisions, branches, subsidiaries, parents, and all others acting in concert
therewith from the infringement of each unexpired Asserted Patent; or, in the alternative, an
award of ongoing damages for future infringement thereof;

D. Judgment that Defendant account for and pay to Plaintiff all damages to and costs
incurred because of Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct complained of herein,
including an award of all increased damages to which Plaintiff is entitled under 35 U.S.C. § 284;

E. That Plaintiff be granted pre-judgment and post-judgment interest on the damages
caused by Defendant’s infringing activities and other conduct complained of herein;

F. That this Court declare this an exceptional case and require Defendant to pay
reasonable attorney’s fees and costs in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 285; and

G. That Plaintiff be granted such other and further relief as the Court may deem just
and proper under the circumstances.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: May 14, 2024 By: /s/ Ryan L. Frei
Ryan L. Frei, OSB No. 192660
ryan.frei@klarquist.com
Scott E. Davis, OSB No. 022883
scott.davis@klarquist.com
KLARQUIST SPARKMAN, LLP
121 SW Salmon St., Suite 1600
Portland, OR 97204
Telephone: 503.595.5300

Counsel for Plaintiff
SAWSTOP HOLDING LLC
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