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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT "eron
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON rury
AT SEATTLE
G3 GENUINE GUIDE GEAR, INC., )
a Canadian corporation, )
P03 ~-3170
Plaintiff, ) :
) COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
v. ) INFRINGEMENT
BLACK DIAMOND EQUIPMENT, LTD., ) DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
a Delaware corporation, g
Defendant. )
)
)
)

Plaintiff, G3 Genuine Guide Gear, Inc. (“G3”), for its complaint against defendant Black
Diamond Equipment, Ltd (“Black Diamond™), alleges as follows:
I.  NATURE OF ACTION

1. This action is based on the Patent Laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. § 100 ez
seq.
I1. THE PARTIES

2. G3 1s a British Columbia company with a place of business in Vancouver, British

Columbia, Canada. G3 manufactures and distributes outdoor sports equipment.
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3. Upon information and belief, Black Diamond is a Delaware corporation with its
principal place of business in Salt Lake City, Utah. Black Diamond manufactures and distributes

outdoor sports equipment.

III. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4, This action arises under the Patent Act, 35 U.S.C. § 271 et seq. The Court has
original jurisdiction of such claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 1338(a).

5. Personal jurisdiction over the defendant is proper in this Court. Venue in this
Judicial district is proper under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b), (c} and/or 1400(b).

Iv. FACTS

6. On August 12, 2003, United States Patent No. 6,604,755 (hereinafter “the *755
patent”), entitled Apparatus For Affixing Climbing Skins To Skis, was lawfully issued to G3. G3
is the assignee and sole owner of the *755 patent, a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit
A,

7. G3 is in the business of designing, manufacturing, marketing and selling various
types of ski-related equipment including apparatus for affixing climbing skins to skis covered by
one or more claims of the 755 patent.

8. Black Diamond has been, and is, infringing one or more claims of the *755 patent
by manufacturing, using, selling, offering to sell, causing to be manufactured, used, sold and/or
offered for sale, apparatus for affixing climbing skins to skis covered by the 755 patent in the
United States and in this judicial district.

9. On information and belief, Black Diamond has actual and constructive notice of
(G3’s rights respecting the *755 patent.

V. CLAIM -- PATENT INFRINGEMENT
10. (3 repeats and realleges each of the allegations contained in paragraphs 1 through

9 of this Complaint.

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP
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11.  Defendant’s actions constitute patent infringement, in violation of the Patent Act,
35US.C. § 271 et seq.

12. Defendant’s infringement has been willful.

13.  G3 has been, and will continue to be, damaged by such infringement in an amount
to be proven at trial, and in a manner and amount that cannot be fully measured or compensated
in economic terms and for which there is no adequate remedy at law. Defendant’s actions have
damaged, and will continue to damage, G3’s business, profits, market share, reputation, and
goodwill unless defendant’s acts complained of herein are enjoined.

V1. PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, G3 respectfully demands judgment that:

1. Defendant and its officers, directors, agents, servants, employees, attorneys,
confederates, and all persons acting for, with, by, through, or under them or any of them, be
permanently enjoined:

(a) From infringing any claim of the ’755 patent, either directly or
contributorily; and
(b) From inducing others to infringe any claim of the *755 patent.

2. Defendant be required to deliver up to the Court the following items in
defendant’s possession, custody or control: any and all apparatus for affixing climbing skins to
skis which infringe any claim of the *755 patent in suit and parts thereof and all machinery,
tooling, and dies and any other equipment used in the manufacture, finishing or refinement of
any of the above items or products.

3. Defendant be required to prepare and deliver to the plaintiff a complete list of
entities to whom defendant distributed or sold products which infringe any claim of the *755

patent.
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1 4, Defendant, within thirty days after service of judgment, with notice of entry
2 || thereof upon it, be required to file with the Court and serve upon G3’s counsel a written report
3 || under oath setting forth in detail the manner in which defendant has complied with Paragraphs 1

4 || through 3 hereof.

5 5. Defendant account for and pay over to G3 the damages sustained by G3 by reason
6 || of defendant’s patent infringement, including G3’s lost profits but, at a minimum, a reasonable
7 || royalty.

8 6. Defendant’s infringement of (G3’s patent be found willful and that treble damages,
9 |l together with interest and costs, be awarded under 35 U.S.C. § 284,

10 7. The present case be found exceptional and that attorney fees be awarded to G3
11 |[under 35 U.S.C. § 285 or as otherwise permitted by law.

12 8. G3 have such other and further relief as the Court may deem just and proper.

13
14 JURY DEMAND

15 (3 hereby demands a trial by jury of all issues so triable.
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DATED this E“”Ea/y of October, 2003.

Respectfully submitted,
DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP

e A

Paul T. Meiklejohn WSBA No.17477
U.S. Bank Centre

1420 Fifth Avenue, Suite 3400
Seattle, WA 98101

Telephone: (206) 903-8800
Facsimile: (206) 903-8820

Attorney for Plaintiff

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP
COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 5 U.S. BANK CENTER
1420 FIFTH AVENUE, SUITE 3400
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EXHIBIT A
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az United States Patent ao) Patent No.:  US 6,604,755 B2
Ayliffe et al. (45) Date of Patent: Aug. 12, 2003
(54) APPARATUS FOR AFFIXING CLIMBING cH 84074 * 21920 e 2807604
SKINS TO SKIS CH 208763  * 571940 ... 280/604
CH 223797 * 4/1943 ... 280/604
(75) Inventors: Harold Edward Aylifte, North ((:;g %iggg% : gﬁ }ggg ggg?g%
zﬂ“""“ver (gﬁ); Tian Gee, West DE 924496 * 3/1955 ... 280/604
ancouver (CA) DE 1926315 * 1/1970 e 2B0/604
. . . DE 33 18259 Al * 11/1994 . 280/604
(73) Assignee: G3 Genume‘Gulde Gear, Inc., North FR 736902+ 5/1932 . 280/604
Vancouver (CA) FR 133734 * 771963 e 280/604
, , - ~ GB 487201 T 6/1938 .. 280/604
(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this IT 373708 * 81939 ... 280/604
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 NO 65863 * 371943 cre 2801604
U.S.C. 154(b) by 139 days.
OTHER PUBLICATIONS

(21) Appl. No.: 09/770,855 Mountain Equipment CO-OP Catalogue Fall *Winter 2001
% Filed: . 26. 2001 (Vancouver Canada) p. 16—ples enlargement of p.

(22) File Jan. 26, 16—Published Fall of 2000,
(63) Prior Publication Data Mountain Equipment CO-OP Catalogue Fall » Winter 1999

(Vancouver Capada) p. 22—plus enlargement of p.

1 Al "
US 2002/0101071 A1 Aug. 1, 2002 22— Published Fall of 1995,

(51) Ints CL7 oo A63C 7/04  Declaration/Affidavit  (Original document)y—includes 2
(52) USs.Ch ... . 280/604; 280/809 attached Exhibits marked Cxhibit 1 and Exhibit 2. Signed
(58) Field of Sear(:h .. 2804809, 604, Nov. 23, 2001 by Inventor Ayliffe, H.E. and Jan. 11, 2002 by
280/605 608 609 615 816 24/265 R, Inventor Gee, T.
265 EC . .
cited by examiner
(56) References Cited Primary Examiner—Brian L. Johnson
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS Assistant Examiner—Bridget Avery

2,189,760 A * 1940 Matthee el al, ............ 280/604 (57) ABSTRACT
4095813 A * 6/1978 Hall .......... ... 280/604

4,544,179 A * 1071985 Boudreau ....
4,666,178 A * 5/1987 Matthews ...

... 1888 A retention system for retaining a ¢limbing skin to the tail
280,.'604 end of a ski comprises an elongated resilient tensioning
5,052,708 A * 10/1991 Matthews ... - 280/604  member secured 10 one end of the skin, a generally C-shaped
5,649,722 A : 771997 Champlin ... - 2851422 clip adapted to removably hook about the tail end, and
g’:?ﬁ’ggg gz : lgfégg i‘;ﬁ‘;::““d g%ﬁx means on au upper portion of said clip for releasably
T retaining a portion of said tensioning member thereon. In the

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS preferred embodiment the upper portion of the clip includes
an aperture for receiving the tensioning member there-

QTT ﬁ;fgf : lgﬁggg through and a projection for engaging in one of several
AT 163089 * 10/1948 eyelets provided oo the tensioning member.
CH 50972 * 2/1910

CH 62154t 7/1913 20 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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APPARATUS IFFOR AFFIXING CLIMBING
SKINS TO SKIS

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a system for securing a climbing
skin to the bottom of a ski. In particular, the invention relates
to a system for securing a climbing skin to one end of the ski,
particularly the 1ail end of the ski, for tensioning 4 climbing
skin,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Climbing skins have been used on skis for many, many
years to assist skiers in ascending slopes. Original climbing
skins were made from the skins of animals. More recently,
climbing skins have been made from syathetic labrics which
have a nap of stiff, rearwardly angled fibers projecting from
their battom surfaces. When the skins are attached ta the
skis, the skis can be slid in a forward direction relatively
easily. When the skis are moved in a rearward direction then
the fibers bite into the snow. By atlaching climbing skins to
both skis, a skier can up even a reasonably steep snow slope
by sliding one ski forward and then the other.

Attaching a climbing skin securely to the bottom of a ski
in such a way that the climbing skin will not be easily
dislodged during use and snow will not build up between the
base of the ski and the climbing skin can be difficult. The
problem of securely attaching climbing skins to skis is
exacerbated by the fact that a skier my repeatedly pul
climbing skins onto skis and take them off during the course
of a days skiing.

Early climbing skins simply had straps which were used
to attach the climbing skin 1o the ski. Typically straps were
provided to stretch the climbiag skin between the tip and tail
of the ski and additional straps were provided along the
edges of the climbing skin. The additional straps could be
used to tie the climbing skin to the ski itself. Such climbing
skins tended not to work very well because it is generally not
possible to tie the skin to a ski tightly enough to prevent
snow from building up underneath the climbing skin.
Furthermore, the numerous straps were time consuming to
attach and keep propetly adjusted.

Moare recently, adhesive climbing skins have been devel-
oped. Some adhesive climbing skins have a hook ar the like
which hooks over the tip of the ski. The skin is simply
pressed against the ski base and is detachably held i place
by a tacky adhesive. Such climbing skins provided accept-
able performance when the base of the ski was dry.
However, if the adhesive on the climbing skins becomes
covered with snow or if the base of the ski becomes wet and
has snow adhering to it then the adhesive may not properly
hold the climbing skin to the base of the ski. In such cases,
the climbing skin can become unstuck from the ski espe-
cially at the tail.

Climbing skins which use an adhesive as well as tail and
tip straps to hold it in place have also become popular. This
commeon tail fixation method is problematic in that it is
usually necessary to modify the ski to provide a way to
attach a strap to the tail end of the ski. Some current
climbing skin systems have a fixture, such as a pin which is
screwed into the top surface of the ski near the tail. A strap
from the rear end of a climbing skin can then be siretched
around the tail of the ski and attached to the pin. This is not
desirable because it requires modification of the ski itself.

In another common tail fixation methad, the skin is
riveted 10 a pair of sandwiching metal plates that include an
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integral hook for engaging the tail end of the ski. Because
the metal hook is relatively rigid, the strap must be moved
to the tip end of the ski. Two rectangular metal wire looks
(clips) are typically connected by a shart (about 4 inches
long) elastic, rubbery strip. The skin is fed threugh a portion
of one of these separate clips and is looped back to adhere
onto itsel(, The clip on the other end of the elastic strip is
hooked over the tip of the ski to hold the skin in place.
Having the elastic strip located at the tip can be a prablem
when the skier accidentally hils Lhe wire loop with the
opposite ski thereby knocking the clip completely off the tip
of the ski. Once the skin is free from the tip of the ski, it can
drag through the snow and the skin adhesive can become
contaminated and eventually fail.

There is a need for an attachment system for climbing
skins which allows climbing skins to be securely affixed by
straps at bath tip and tail ends of the ski and yet which is
easy to use and does not require modification of the ski itseif,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In cne of its aspects, the present invention comprises a
retention system for retaining a climbing skin to the tail end
of a ski. The system includes an elongated resilient tension-
ing member, such as a strap, secured to one end of the skin.
A separate, generally C-shaped clip is provided. The clip is
adapted to removably hook about the tail end of the ski.
Means are provided on an upper portion of the clip for
releasably retaining and tensioning a portion of the strap on
the clip. The clip provides a sccurement point for the strap
and skin combination and is held by the tensioning effect of
the strap. The arrangement is easily field serviceable and no
permanent modification to the ski is required.

In another aspect of the invention, the clip has a flat base
portion adapted to underlie the tail end of the ski, a vertical
section adapted to extend behind the tail end, an angled
portion extending from the vertical section at an acute angle
in relation to the base portion and an upper portion extending
from the angled portion and adapted to extend over the tail
end. The upper portion includes an aperture sized to receive
one end of the tensioning member therethrough,

In another aspect of the invention, there are provided a
plurality of eyelets longitudinally spaced on the fensioning
member, and a projection on the upper portion. The projec-
tion is sized to fit within the eyelets to retain the tensioning
member on the clip. In a particular aspect of the invention,
the upper portion comprises a portion having a generally
apical shape having ul least one downwardly extending leg
and the aperture is located in the downwardly extending leg.

In yet another aspect, the invention comprises the method
of attaching a climbing skin to the tail end of a ski,
comprising providing a climbing skin attached to one end of
a resilient tensioning member, hooking a generally C-shaped
clip about said tail end of said ski such that a base portion
of said clip underlies said tail end of said ski and an upper
pottion of said clip extends over said tail end of said ski and
releasably securing a portion of said tensioning member to
said upper portion of said clip sc as (o tension said clip in
engapemend about said tail end of said ski.

In a more particular aspect of the invention, the step of
releasably securing the tensioning member to the upper
portion of the clip involves threading that portion of the
tensioning member through an aperture in the upper portion
of the clip and engaging a projection on the wpper portion
into one of a plurality of eyclets longitudinally spaced on the
tensioning membcr.

In yel a further aspect, the invention comprises 4 kit for
a relention system for retaining a climbing skin on the taii
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end of a ski, comprising an elongated resilient tensioning
member secured to one end of the skin, 2 generally C-shaped
clip adapted to hook about said tail end, said clip having a
flat base portion adapted to underlie said tail end, an angled
portion extending at an acute angle in relation to the base
portion and an upper portion extending from said angled
portion and adapted to extend over the tail end, the upper
portion being adapied to releasably retain one end of the
member.

Other aspects of the invention will be appreciated by
reference 1o the detailed description and to the claims,

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In drawings which illustratc various non-limiting embodi-
ments of the invention:

FIG. 1 is a section through a climbing skin mounting
system on the rear of a ski;

FIG. 2 is a top view thereof;

FIG. 3 is a section through an alternative embodiment of
a clip which includes a jam out;

FIG. 4 is a partially sectioned top plan view of a clip
according 1o an allernative embodiment of the invention in
which a cord lock device holds & cord under tension;

FIG. § is a schematic, partially cut-away top view of a
mounting system according to an alternative embodiment of
the invention which has a pair of cords held in a dual-cord
cord lock;

FIG. 6 is a side elevation of a clip having a pin projecting
from a location on its rear side;

FIG. 7 is a top view of a further alternative embodiment
af the invention wherein a cord is held between a pair of
spring-loaded cams;

FIG. 8 is 4 section through a [urther alternative embodi-
ment of the invention wherein a strap is held by a tension
lock; and

FIG. % is a side clevation of a clip according 10 an
alternative embodiment of the invention wherein a strap
passes through an upright flange on the clip.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 1 and 2 show a ski 10 to which is attached a
climbing skin 12. Elongated climbing skin 12 has a nap 13
made of rearwardly angled bristles and is attached to the
base 10A of ski 10 with a suitable removable adhesive 14.
An elongated tensioning strap 16 is affixed (o the rear end of

skin 12 as discussed in greater detail below. Strap 16 is 4

affixed at the tail 10B of ski 10 with a mounting clip 18.

Mounting clip 18 is very generally C-shaped in cross-
section and hooks around the tail 10B of ski 10. Clip 18 has
a lowrigid flat portion 15 which extends underneath the base
10A of ski 10. Clip 18 is rigid so that it can slide onto tail
10B of ski 10 but cannot rotatc when it is on ski 10. Clip 18
may be made from any suitable material such as steel or a
rigid plastic. Strap 16 has a number of longitudinally spaced
apertures 17 in its distal portions. A user can apply tension
to strap 16, pull strap 16 arcund the rear end of clip 18 and
then hold strap 16 in place on clip 18 hy hooking ene of
aperiures 17 around 2 projecting pin 20 on clip 18.

In the preferred embodiment shown in FIG. 1, clip 18 has
a raised portion 21 in which is an aperture 22. Strap 16
passes ihrough aperture 22, Thus, clip 18 remains on strap
16 even when skin 12 and strap 16 are removed from the ski
10. The shape of clip 18 tends to prevent clip 18 from
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rotating relative to tail 10B of ski 10 under the tension forces
exerted on strap 16. The strap 16 exerts a net forward pulling
force on clip 18, i.c. it exerts a net force inward from the tail
end 10B of the ski. This net force acts to retain clip 18 in
engagement about the tail end of the ski,

Preferably the rear portion 26 of clip 18 has a short
vertical surface adapted to extend npward behind the tail end
of the ski, and a surface 26A extending from the top of the
vertical surface and which is disposed at an acute angle
relative to base portion 15. Thus, when clip 18 is installed
and strap 16 is under tension, the tail end 10B of ski 10 is
wedged into the rear end of clip 18 between surface 26A and
lower portion 15 of clip 18. This tends to prevent clip 18
from sliding sideways in eitber direction on the tail 10B of
ski 10.

Unintentional rotation of the clip 18 about the tail end 10B
of the ski is prevented by the bracing effect of the base
portion 15 of the clip 18 that underlies the ski and by the
angled surface 26A abutting against the corner of the tail
end. It will be appreciated that the length of the base portion
15 and the angle of the surface 26A can be chosen to
nonetheless allow intentional removal of the clip by the user
pulling the strap rearward of the ski.

Preferably strap 16 and/or skin 12 are slightly resilient so
that skin 12 and strap 16 remain under tension while in use.
Strap 16 may be made from a strip of fabric-reinforced
rubber, or the like. Most preferably, the rearmost end 19 of
strap 16 is breadened. This both prevents the accidental
removal of clip 18 from strap 16 and provides a convenient
hand grip for applying tension to strap 16 when attaching
skin 12 to a ski.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, the strap 16
is releasably affixed to clip 18 by means of a pin 20 on clip
18 which is received through an aperture 17 in strap 16.
Other suitable means for holding the strap 16 is a tensioned
manner to clip 18 may also be used. For example, as shown
in FIG. 3, clip 18A may include a jam lever 30 which can be
pressed down so as to hold strap 16 in place on clip 18 by
compressing a strap between a cam 31 and a surface 32 on
clip 18A. Jam levers are known in the art and can be readily
purchased from varicus sources. Preferably the jam lever 30
is installed so that tension on strap 16 tends to tighten the
cam, and thereby prevent strap 16 from becoming loose
during use.

As shown in FIG. 4, strap 16 could comprise a cord
instead of a flat strap or could comprise a flexible flat
member having a cord attached to its end. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 4, a cord 32 attached to a climbing skin passes
around the rear end of clip 18B to be held in place on clip
18B by a cord lock device 34. Cord lock devices 34 of
various types are well known in the art. The type of cord
lock device shown in FIG. 4 has a plug 35 slidably mounted
within a housing 36. Plug 35 is biased toward one side of the
housing 36 by a spring 37. Cord 32 passes through apertures
38 in the housing and the plug and is jammed betwceen the
plug and the housing, A release button 39 allows a user to
displace the plug 35 against the bias force exerted by the
spring 37 to release the cord 32, Cord lock device 34 is
preferably of a type which is designed in such a manner that
tension on cord 32 tends 1o tighten the cord lock device 34.

FIG. 5 shows a clip 18C in which a skin 12 is tensioned
on a ski 10 with a dual-cord cord lock 40. Cords 32 pass
between a wedge 42 and inclined walls 43. Tension on cords
32 tends to pull wedge 43 rearwardly, thereby tightly grip-
ping cords 32. The angles of walls 43 relalive to the
longitudinal center of clip 18C are exaggeraied in FIG. 5. In
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the FIG. 8 embodiment cords 32 pass around locating
grooves in the rear end of clip 18C. Locating grooves 44
guide cords iz

When a strap i atfixed to 4 clip 16 by away ol a tab which
projects through a hole in the strap, it 1 pot pecessary that
ihe 1ab be located 11 {e same position SOV in F1GS5. 1 and
3. TIG. 6 shows 2 chip 18D according to a8 alternative
embodiment whereip a @b 20A projecis generally rear-
wardly from clip 18, This embodiment is 0ot preferable
because of the enpanced likelihood ihal =P 16 may
pecome accidentally dislodged from b 20A i the FIG. 6
embodiment during use-

TIG. 7 shows Further aliernative embodiment wherein 2
cord 32 which iS attached to the 16T end of a climbing skin
passes around clip 18E and is held io place while tensioned
etween a pait spriug-loaded cams 46, Largel versions of
such cams are used, for example, (O SECUIE 1opes an sailing
boals.

FIG. $showsa clip 18F according fo 2 further alternative
embodiment wherein a strap 16 is held in place by & tension
lock assembly (. Tension Woeks &€ well knowa and are
commonly used 10 adjust the lengths of straps 0B backpacks.
In a tension lock, 2 strap is doubled back on itself arqund 2
aumber of surfaces jending to Tesist slippage.

As described above, in preferred embodiments he clip 18
is slidably digposed on the strap or cord which 18 attached (@
el 12. This preveats clip 18 from becoming lost when skin
12 is detached from ki 1. The embodiment of FIGS. 1 and
2 shows the stap 16 passing shrowgh 4 pair slots o either
side of 2 bend in the upper portion of clip 18. Clip 18 could
he configured in 0¥ of various alternative ways which als¢
cause chip 18tobe dlidably disposed 00 2 strap or cord when
the gkin 1% detached from 2 . For examplt, TIG. 9 shows
aclip 186 wherein a strap of cord passes through sn aperlire
55 in a flange 56 which projects ypwardly from 2 top surface
of clip 18G. A strap of cord could also pass through a loop
of cord or clastic attached o 2 <lip 18.

While it is not preferced, a sirap 16 could aso be held to
the top of elip 18 by a section of hook and loop fastene!
material such VELCRO™, having on¢ part on the clip and
another part on the Stap. A sirap or cord corld also be
retained on a <lip 18 by a snap [asicnel, mechanical clarap,
or the 1ike. Where 2 mechanical clamp s used a user conid
pull a strap of cord tight and then seeure the strap ot cord in
place by turning a screw of the like.

It will be appreciated fhat whilc the embodiments of the
invention have been described in some detail, modifications
and alterations thereto may e practived without departing
from the scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1, A retention systein for retaining 2 clivpbing skin to a tail
end of a ski Gomprising:

(a) an elongated resilicnt tensioning member having 8
pluralivy of longitudinally spaced apertures, secured to
one end of the skin; and

(b} a mounting clip separate from the ski and adapted 10
engage the tail end of a ski, the clip having;:

(i) a base poriion o wnderlie the il end of the ski;

(ii) a vertical scction extending from the base portion 10
extend behind the tail end; and

(i) an upper poriion extending from tbe vertical sec-
tion to overlie ihe tail end of {he ski, the upper
portion comprising 3 projection operable to €0RAEE
at least one of the plorality of longitudinally spaced
aperiures.

2. The relention syslem of ¢laim 1, wherein
extends toward the gki when the mounting clip
the tail end of the ski.

the projection
is engaged on
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3. The retention sysiem of claim 1, wherein the uppet
poction comprises & first part that cxtends from he vertical
section and 3 second part thal extends towards the ki when
the mounting clip is engaged on the 1ail end of the ski.

4. The reteniion system™ of claim 1 wherein the mounting
clip further compriscs an aperture adapied 1o receive the
(ensioning member {herethrough.

. The rerention systell of claim 3, wherein the second
part terminates in the projcction adapted for engaging at
least one of the plurality of longitudinally spaced aperinres.

§. The retention sysiem of claim 3, whereitt {he first part
extends &t an acute angle from the verlical section and the
second part terminates ia the projection adapted 10 eREAZE at
least one of the plurality of longitudmally spaced apertures.

= The retention system of claim 4 Wherein {he apertie is
within e uppet portion.

g, The retention systert of claim 6 wherein the mounting
clip further comprises an aperfure adapted 10 feceive the
tensioning member therethrough.

6. The retention sysiem of claim 8 wherein the apertire is
wirhin the uwppst portion.

10. A refention systerm for retaining a Slimbing skin to 2
1ail end of a ski comprising:

(a) an clongated resitient perforated {ensioning member
secured to one end of said skin; and

(bya penerally C-shaped mounting clip separate from the
ki and adapted to cREAES the 1ail end of the sk, the chip
having:

(i) a base partion 1o pndestie the tail end of the ski;

(iya vestical section cxtending from the ase portion fo
extend bebind the tail end of the ski; and

(iii)an uppes portion exiending from the vertical seetion
and rerminating in a projection adapted o enEage the
perforated tensioaing member, wherein the projes-
tion extends toward the ski when the mounting <ip
is engaged o the tail end of e ski.

11. The retention sysiem of claim 10, whereit ihe uppet
portion COmMPIIses a first part that extends from the vertical
section and & second part that extends towards the ski when
the mounting clp is engaged on the tajl end of the ki and
the sccond part terminates i the projection adapted for
engaping the perforated tensioning member.

12. The retention systern of claim 1¢ wherein
ing clip comprises aa aperture within the upper
receive (he tensioning mermber {herethrough.

13.The retention system of claim 11, wherein the firsi part
extends (rom the vertical section al an acute A €.

14, Akit for modifying a climbing skin for retention of the
skin to the tail end of a ski, the kit coInprising:

(a) an clongated cesilient 1eNSIONOE
plurality of longitudinally spaced apertures,
he secured to ot end of the skin; and

(D= mounting clip soparate from the ski and adapted 10
enpage the tail end of a ski, the clip having:

(i) a base portion 1o underlic the tail end of the ski,

(ina vertical section extendipg from the pase portion 10
exiend behind the tail end; and

(lifyan upper portion exiending from the vertical section
to overlie the tail <pd of the ski, the upper portion
comprising 2 projection operable to engage at Jeast
ane of said plurality of longitudinally spaced aper-
tures.

1s. The kit of cluim 14, whereln fhe projection extends
toward the ski when the mounting clip is engage on the tail
end of the ski.

the mount-
portion 1¢

member bavisg 2
adapted t©

_____—
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16. The kit of claim 14, wherein the upper portion
comprises a first part that extends from the vertical section
and a second part that extends towards the ski when the
mounting clip is engaged on the tail end of the ski.

17. The kit of claim 14, wherein the mounting clip further 5

comprises an aperture adapled to receive the tensioning
member therethrough.

18, The kit of claim 14, whercin the mounting clip
comyprises an aperture within the upper portion adapted to
receive the tensioning member therethrough,

8

19. The kit of claim 16, wherein the second part termi-
nates in the projection adapted for engaging at least one of
the plurality of longitudinaily spaced apertures.

20. The kit of claim 16, wherein the first part extends at
an acute angle from the vertical section and the second part
second part terminates in the projection adapted to engage at
least one of the plurality of longitudinally spaced apertures.

* % * ok k




