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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

?.

MARK L. MCHUGH, an individual, | L @
Plaintiff, :
COMPLAINT FOR PATENT
V. INFRINGEMENT '
(U.S. Patent No. 5,806,091) 0‘)
HILLERICH & BRADSBY COMPANY., a - ﬁ ’
private company, DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Defendant,

e S N S e S e M e et e S S

Plaintiff Mark L. McHugh (“McHugh” or “Plaintiff’ ") hereby alleges for his Complamt
against defendant Hillerich & Bradsby Company (“H&B” or “Defendant™) as follows
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INTRODUCTION

1. This action is brought by Plaintiff against Defendant for damages arising out of, inter
alia, Defendant’s infringement of U.S. Patent No. 5,806,091 (the “‘091 Patent™). As set forth in
detail below, McHugh is the inventor of ‘091 Patent, which describes a hand grip aid to be worn on a
user’s hand to help prevent hand dam.age and discomfort when a person uses equipment that has a
handle. A true and correct copy of the ‘091 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit ‘A.’

2. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant is a
manufacturer and/or distributor that makes, imports, offers for sale, sells and/or distributes certain
products, including the Bionic Gloves Series, that embody the claimed technology of the ‘091 Patent.

Defendant therefore is infringing the ‘091 Patent.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This Court has jurisdiction over this matter because it is an infringement action arising
under the United States Patent Act (35 U.S.C. § 271 et seq.). Accordingly, this Court has jurisdiction
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. sections 1331 and 1338(a).

4, Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant is subject to

personal jurisdiction in this District, because Defendant has cansed tortious injury in this District by

acts both inside and outside the District and regularly solicits business in this District or derives
substantial revenue from sales of goods, including infringing goods in this District, or otherwise has
engaged in a persistent course of conduct in this District.

5. Venue for this action is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. sections 1391 and
1400 because a significant portion of the Defendant’s allegedly infringing activities are believed to

have occurred in this District.

INTRA-DISTRICT ASSICNMENT

6. For the purposes of Civil L.R. 3-2(c) and (d), this Intellectual Property action may be
assigned to any division of this District. '

1
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THE PARTIES

7. Plaintiff is an individual residing in the State of California.

8. Plaintiff ié informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that defendant H&B Hillerich
& Bradsby Company is a company with its principal place of business in Louisville, Kentucky.
Plra'intiff is further informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant designs, manufactures,
distributes, imports, sells and/or offers for sale in the United States certain products, including the

Bionic Gloves Series.

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS
9. Plaintiff is the inventor of the ‘091 Patent, issued on September 15, 1998, entitled

|t “Hand Grip Aid.” Plaintiff is the legal and rightful owner of the ‘091 Patent.

10. = The ‘091 Patent generally concerns a hand grip aid to be worn on a user’s hand to help
prevent hand damage and discomfort while still providihg a good tactile feel and a strong grip when a
person uses equipment that has a handle. The ‘091 Patent describes, in part, a glove with thin pockets
to contain the hand grip aid during use. - |

11. Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant makes, uses,
imports, distributes, offers for sale and/or sells certain products in the United States that infringe the
‘091 Patent, including, but not limited, to the Bionic Glove Series, as well as other products which

may be further identified during the course of discovery.

CAUSE OF ACTION
‘(Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 7,181,775)
12, Plaintiff repeats and realleges each of the allegations set forth in paragraphs 1 through
11, as though fully set forth herein.
13.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant makes, uses,
imports, distributes, offers for sale and/or sells the Bionic Glove Series and possibly other products

that infringe the ‘091 Patent, and will continue to do so unless enjoined by this Court.

"
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14.  Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant’s conduct in
making, using, importing, distributing, offering for sale and/or selling the Bionic Glove Series and
possibly other infringing products constitutes an infringement of Plaintiff’s rights under the <091
Patent, |

15, Plaintiff is informed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant is actively
inducing others to infringe, and/or committing acts of contributory infringement of one or more
claims of the ‘091 Patent, through its activities related to making, using, importing, distributing,
offering for sale and/or selling the Bionic Glove Series and possibly other iﬁfringing products, all inA
violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271.

16. * Plaintiff has been damaged by Defendant’s infringing conduct and Defendant is
therefore liable to Plaintiff for actual damages suffered by them, and any proﬁts reahzed on the sale
of the Bionic Glove Series and p0351bly other infringing products which are not taken into account in
the computation of actual damages, as well as any statutory damages, such as treble damages.
Moreover, such conduct is Iikelj 1o cause substantial harm to Plaintiffs, unless the Court enjoins the
infringing conduct.

17.  Plaintiff is mformed and believes, and thereon alleges, that Defendant s infringement

of the ‘091 Patent has been, and continues to be, deliberate and willful.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests entry of judgﬁlent in his favor and against Defendant as
follows: |

A. Declaring that Defendant has infringed one or more claims of the ‘091Patent; '

B. Preliminarily and/or permanently enjoining Defendant and its officers, agents,
serva.nts employees, and attorneys, affiliates, subsidiaries and all petsons acting in active concert or
participation with them, from further mfrlngmg, contributing to, and/or inducing the infringement of
the ‘091 Patent, in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 283;

C. Awarding Plaintiff damages in an amount adequate to compensate Plainﬁff for

Defendant’s infringement, in accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 284;

{00244728v1} - 4=
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D. Increasing the damages to three times the amount found or assessed by virtue of

the deliberate and willful nature of Defendant’s infringement, in accordance with 35U.8.C. § 284;
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E. Awarding Plaintiff his costs of suit, including reasonable attorneys’ fees; and

F. Granting such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and appropriate.

Dated: July /¢ 2007

{00244728v1)

CARR & FERRELL LLP

ROBERY J. ¢ ORIO (SBN 93178)
V. RANDALL GARD (SBN 151677) .
CHRISTOPHER P. GREWE (SBN 245938)

Attorneys for Plaintiff
MARK L. MCHUGH
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
Plaintiffs hereby demand trial by jury of all issues so triable.

Dated: July /é ,2007.

{00244728v1}

CARR & FERRELL LLP

By:

ROBERT §,/YORIO (SBN 93178)
V.RANDALL GARD (SBN 151677)

CHRISTOPHER P. GREWE (SBN 245938)

Attorneys for Plaintiff
MARK L. MCHUGH
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A MR

3,606,614  9/1971 Dimitroff .
4,420,843 12/1983 Genzling .

4,461,043 7/1984 Lomedico

4,617,684 10/1986 Green et al. ,
4,748,690  6/1988 Webster .

26

United States Patent 1 (1] Patent Number: 5,806,091
McHugh 45} Date of Patent: Sep. 15, 1998
[54] HAND GRIP AID 4892315 1/1990 Iofono .o 220X
. 4,934,024 6/1990 Sexton, T cooeoveiveiccesree . 273/715 X
[76] Inventor: Mark Lawrence McHugh, 665 4.977.621 12/1990 Richard .
Fairway Cir., Hillsborough, Calif. 94010 5,069,454 1271991 FIOSt J0X
5,153,878 1071992 Dellis ..ocooeceneeee. 745519 X
5,180,165  1/1993 Frosl ...,........... vemsrrieennnnns 220 X
[21] Appl. No.: 749,085 5214799  6/1993 Fabry .
o 5218719 6/1993 Johnson .....eeovieeenen. 220 X
[22] Filed:  Nov. 14,1996 sﬁss;sm 2/1994 Arcita . _
o 5,322,286 6/1994 FOSL wooooooroeosrreeee 220 X
Related U.S. Application Data SA71L682 12/1995 Robins et al, ... 2161.1
[63] Continuation of Ser. No. 503,300, Jul. 17, 1995, abandoned. Primary Examiner—Michael A. Neas
[51] - It CL® e A41D 13/08  Aworney, Ageni, or Firm-—Flehr Hohbach Test Albritton &
[52] US.Ch o, 2205 211611 27326 ;  Hotbert LLP :
. ©473/212; 482/49 [57] ABSTRACT
[58] Field of Search .....coocoeivveneee.n 2/16, 20, 21, 161.1; . . .
27373, 670 B, 26 C; T4/551.9; 473/59, A hand grip fits in the user’s hand near where the palm joins
61, 201, 212; 482/49; 441/69  -the fingers and provides a suppont to distribute the force
from 2 hand-held device onto the entire hand. In one
[56] References Cited ) embodiment, the hand grip includes an elongated resilient
member that has an undulated side to accommodate the
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS user’s fingers. The member is placed adjacent to the user’s
D. 387,826 12/1997 Smallwood ef al. ............... D21/19 ~ fingers and superficial transverse metacarpal ligament. The
1,479,771 11924 Campbell . member prevents the ligament, along with 4ssociated muscle
1,607,022 11/1926 Swinburne .....coceeceeervennne. 119/14.22 and skin tissue, from being foreed over the fingers when the
2,411,880 12/1946 Jackson ...ooeceommrnnnsenns oo 220 user grasps a handle. The member can be constructed of
3,398,951 8/1968 Disko ..... #73/61  plastic, rubber, or other material that provides fexibility and
3,557,776 1/1971 Boots et al. vroioereceecene 128/897

easily accommodates the user’s fingers. The member may be
held in place by an elastic band that is worn around a user’s
finger.

26 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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| FIG. 4
FIG. 2A ~ FIG. 2B
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1
HAND GRIP AID

This is a contimuation of application Ser. No. 08/503,300
filed Jul. 17, 1995, now abandoned.

FIELD

The present invention relales to a hand grip aid for use
wilh sporls equipment, ¢xercise equipment, manual work
equipment, or any other equipment that has a handie.

BACKGROUND

Hand grip aids help to prevent hand damage and discom-
fort when a persen uses equipment that has a handle, The
benefits of hand grip aids are amplified in those situations
where repetitive use can cause damage or exireme discom-
fort including blisters and calluses. One motivation for the
invention is bascd on experiences with sports equipment
such as baseball bats, where batters are required fo practice
for extended periods of time while firmly gripping a basebalt
bat.

Many devices on the market are directed at preventing
damage to a person’s hand, and these devices range from
thick gloves to pads that protect a person’s paim. These
gloves and pads serve the desire to protect the hand, but also
reduce the tactile feel that is required in many sports and
other activities. For cxample, a thick glove may protect the
skin on the hand, but will reduce the ability of the user 10
grip a handle. As another examgple, 2 thick palm pad will
reduce shock vibrations, but may cause a handle to feel
overly large and reduce the ability of the user to grip the
handle.

What is lacking in these devices is a mechanism to both
distribute the force of the handle against the hand and
comfortably accommodaté the user’s fingers in a way that
protects the user’s hands from damage while still providing
good tactile feel of the handle.

SUMMARY

The present invention relates to a hand grip aid for use
with sports equipment, exercise equipment, manual work
equipment, or any other equipment that has a handle.

A hand grip fits in the user’s hand near where the palm
joins the fingers and provides a support to distribute the
force from a hand-held device onto the entire hand: In one
embodiment, the hand grip includes an elongated resilient
member that has an undulated side to accommodate the
user’s fingers. The member is placed adjacent lo the user's
fingers and superficial transverse metacarpal ligament. The
member prevents the ligament, along with associated muscle
and skin tissue, from being forced over the fingers when the
user grasps a handle. The member can be constructed of
- plastic, rubber, or other material that provides Hexibility and
easily accommodates the user’s fingers. The member may be
held in place by an elastic band that is worn around a wser’s
finger. ' .
Advantages of the invention include reduced hand dam-
age and improved comfort while providing a good lactile
feel and a strong grip. Another advantage of the invention is
that it can be wormn with a glove or without a glove and still
achieve the same beneficial results or built directly into a
glove or part of a glove for ease of use and convenience.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
Additional advanlages of the invention will become

apparent upon reading the following detailed description and

upon reference to the drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 is 2 palm view of a human hand showing the
melacarpal bones, the phalanges, and ke superficial trans-
verse metacarpal ligament;

FIGS. 2A-B depict a hand grip for four fingers according
to an embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 3 depicts the hand grip of FIG. 2 being held by a
user;

FiG. 4 depicts a hand grip for three fingers according to
another embodiment of the invention;

FIGS. 5A~B depict a hand grip for a glove according ta
another embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 depicts a palm view of an inflatable hand erip
incorporated in a glove aceording to another embodiment of
the invention; and :

FIGS. 7 depicts the back side of the hand grip and glove
of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention relates to a hand grip for use with
Sporls equipment, exercise equipment, manual work
equipment, or any other equipment that has a handle,

Exemplary embodiments are described herein with refer-
ence to specific configurations. Those skilled in the art will
appreciate that various changes and modifications can be
made to the exemplary embodiments while remaining within
the scope of the present invention.

A first embodiment is described with reference to FIGS.
1-2. FIG. 1 is an illustration of a human hand 10. The hand
has a palm region 12 and four fingers I4a—d. The hand 190
includes metacarpal bones (palm bones) 17 and the proximal
phalanges (base finger bones) 18. A superficial transverse
metacarpal ligament 16 serves to connect the metacarpal
bones 17 near where the proximal phalanges 18 couple with
the metacarpal bones 17. Ligament 16 serves to hold the
metacarpal bones together and provides a base of support for
the phalanges, along with cover tissue including muscle,
nerves and skin. While ligament 16 and ils cover material
serves the valuable purpose of holding the hand together, the
skin above the ligament 16 often becomes blistered or
callused with repetitive use of hand-held equipment.

FIGS. 2A-B depict an embodiment of a grip 20 designed
to fit adjacent to the ligament 16 and adjacent to the
proximal phalanges 18 (the base sections of finger bones).
Note that the grip 20 has one side with an undulating surface
22 and one side with a substantially planar surface 24. The
undulating surface 22 is designed io accommodate the user’s
fingers and to fit comfortably in the user's hand 10 adjacent
to ligament 16 and the base of fingers 14. In FIG. 2A, there
are three undulations to accommodate the spaces belween
four fingers. The surface 24 is designed to contact a handle.
While this embodiment shows the surface 24 as substantially
planar, a semicurved surface is envisioned that may accom-
modate a round handle, or other shaped handle. A flexible
elastic band retainer 26 is previded to attach to the user’s
finger so that the grip 20 will remain in the proper position.
Although an elastic band is shown, any similar 1ype relainer
can be used to attach to the user, such as a velero strap or a
non-elastic strap. A Tshaped brace retainer is also envi-
sioned where the base of the Tis allached to the grip 20 and
the brace fits between the middle finger and ring finger.
Moreover, if desired, grip 20 can be made without band 26.

Any type of resilient material, such as plastic or rubber,
can be used for the invention. The tange of thickness varies
due to the user’s hand size and the desired feel of the handle.
Tn one aspect of the invention, the grip 20 is be pre-molded
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lo fit user’s hand sizes from small 1o large, and the user can
use it immedialely afler selecling a desired size such as one
having a total length approximately equal to the widih of
four fingers of the user’s hand. For example, the grip
thickness (dimension 1) can be made as thin as 1 mm 1o
greater thare 10 mm, and the grip can be made to any total
length that is consisteat with human hands: Also, for
example, Lhe grip widith (dimension w) can be made as
narrow as 4 mm to wider than 15 mm with a prefesred range
of 6-10 mm. In this aspect of the invention, as shown in
FIGS, 2A-8, grip 2{His an elongated member that has a tolal
length greater than three times an average thickness and
greater than three times an average width.

FIG. 3 depicts how a user posilions the grip 20 in his hand.
Note that the grip 20 is placed on the fingers adjacent 1o the
ligament 18 so that when the user grabs a handle 30 (of a
baseball bat) the grip 20 is positioned between the hand and
the handle 30.

One reason the grip 20 is successful is that it flls an
unused portion o1 gap, of the hand 10 where the ligament 16
and associated fissue would otherwise cause the skin to
overlap over the base of the fingers 14a—d. As shown in FIG.

'3, as the hand 10 grasps 2 handle 30 with the grip 20 in place,

the grip 20 distribuics the force of the handle 30 over the
entire contact surface without an overlap of skin. Most users
feel only a slight added pressire and improved comfort,
Moreover, usets have good tactile feel of the handle.

Tests so far conclude that a thin grip is very effective when

the user wishes little or no sensation that the grip is in place, 3

other than the relief from blisters of calluses along the skin.
Moreover, the relief from pain and discomfort has been
noted by users immediately ‘afier using the grip 20 even
whien existing blisters and calluses caused discomfort before
- wearing grip 20.

A thick grip 20 has some benefits over the thin grip. Not
only does the thick grip relieve the pain of blisters and
calluses immediately, but the thicker grip also benefits the
user with a sensation of a stronger, more secure and afl
around tighter grip on the device. The added pressure of grip
20 develops the region adjacent to lhe ligament 16 into an
additional contact area. This new contact area has been
noticed by a sensation of added pressure at the base of the
fingers, and on the back side of the fingers, which extends to
4 new muscle sensation through the wrist and up the
forearm. Although the grip 20 may be thick, it does not
¢reate the fecling that the handle is larger, due to the strategic
placement of grip 20 in the hand 16 adjacent to the ligament
16. Fhis benefits many users-who enjoy a more secure grip
when the handle is made smaller with the result that the user
feels like he has more control over the cquipment.

Grip 20 may be used adhered to, attached 10, or not
attachied to the user’s hand. Grip 20 may also be used with
a glove, if desired. For example, prip 28 can be placed

between a glove and a handle to achieve the desired place- -

ment or inside the glove closer to the user’s hand if desired.
Grip 20 permits the user to concentrate more on the sport or
work, ardl less on any discomfort previously [elt without
grip 20. Moreover, grip 20 permits the user to gain a tighter
grip on the handle so that the user can befter use the
equipment and slill maintain a good tactile feel of ihe
handle.

In another aspect of the embodiment, when the grip 20 is
made from a plestic that is capable of being melded, the user
can custom mold the grip 20. The user can place the grip 20
into a pot of boiling water for 10-15 seconds and then
remove the grip 20 and place it in his hand. For this purpose

.
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the grip 20 should be made from a material having 2
soltening point al above 40° C., preferably abowt 50° C. For
cxample, a plastic lype material has been used successfully
to mold to user’s hands without heat discomfort since the
device has a soliening point of approximately 50° C. This
material is similar to that which is uscd for mouthpieces for
sports such as football and boxing.

Allernatively, lor cuslom molding, the malerial can be a
substance that takes shape shortly after being mixed with
another substance, For example, known puitytype sub-
stances that cure within minutes of mixing can be rolled inlo
a cylinder and then pressed into the user’s base finger area
while gripping-a handle. The resulting member will have
undulations on one side and be customized for the user's
hand. Putties for this purpose include those such as vinyl
polysiloxane silicon rubber that is a double mix, and vinyl
polysiloxane silicon rubber that is putty/reline. These sub-
stances are available from suppliers such as 3M.

Another embediment is depicted in FIG. 4, where grip 40
is shorter than grip 20 shown in FIGS. 2A-B. In some cases,
the user may wish a grip to fit next to one, two, or three
fingers rather than four. In these cases, grip 40 is customized
to fifl that space by having one, two, or three undulations on
one side 42. This embodiment may be vseful where a handle
grip area is particularly small and where only a small grip 30
can be accommodated. An example is a golf club, where

only three fingers may grip the handle such as in an

interlocking grip. This embodiment can also have the aspect
of the prior embodiment where the grip 40 can be custom
molded by heating and fitting.

Another embodiment is depicted in FIG. 5A, where a
glove 50 includes an altachment 52 for a hand grip 20. Glove
50 is constructed so that material is formed over the gap near
the base of fingers 14. This material includes attachmenis
52a and 52b 1o hold grip 20 i place over the base of the
fingers. In FIG. 5, attachments 52g and 525 are elastic straps
that retain the grip 20. Alternatively, an attachment can be a
single strap, a long thin pocket, or other similar retainer.

FIG. 5B shows a glove 54 where grip 20 is broken up into
four small grips 56a—d that provide support to one finger
each. This is be accomplished by incorporating four grips (as
small elongated members 56a—d) into each of the four
fingers of a glove near the base of the fingers, as shown.

Another embodiment is depicted in FIGS. 6 and 7, where
a glove 60 includes an inflatable pouch that AILS the region
adjacent to the users ligament 16 and the base of the fingers
144-d. This embodiment includes a pump 62, a tube 64 and
an inflatable member 66. A feature of this embodiment is
that inflatable ‘member 66 is positioned similar to that
described above with respect to grip 20 in order to fill the
unused portion of the hand where the ligament 16 and
associated tissue would other wise cause the skin to overlap.
Pump 62 is positioned on the back of the user’s hand where
the user can exert a force against the pump to inject air into
the tube 64. Tube 64 delivers air to inflatable member 66 and
causes member 66 to inflate to provide support to the region
adjacent to the base of fingers 14. To relieve pressure in the
inflatable member 66, the user squeezes the pump base to
release pressure from the inflatable member 66. While the
description is directed to inflaling member 66 with air, any
substance including gel or other fluid can be used to fill
member 66.

Advantages of the invention include reduced hand dam-
age and improved comfort while providing a good tactile
feel and a strong grip. Another advantage of the invention is
that it can be worn with a glove or without a glove and still ©
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achieve the same beneficial results or built direetly into a

glove or part of a glove for ease of use and convenience.

ALTERNATIVE EMBODIMENTS

Having disclosed -exemplary embodiments and the best
mode, muodifications and variations may be made to the
disclosed embodiments while remainiag within the scope of
the presen! invention as defined by the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A hand grip configured to fit in a user’s hand and for use
with a bandled instrument, comprising:

an elongated resilient member having an average width of

approximately 4-15 mm and an average thickncss of -

approximately 1-10 mm and configured to fit at a base
of the user’s fingers in a gap between a palm of the
user’s hand and the base of the user’s fingers; and

retainer connected-to the member and configured to
extend around to the backside of ai least one of the
user’s fingers 1o retain the member in the user’s hand
adjacent to the base of the user’s fingers.

2. A hand grip as in claim 1, wherein:

the member has a plurality of undulations designed to
accommodate the user’s fingers and a plurality of
protuberances designed to fit between the user’s fin-
gers.

3. Ahand grip as in claim 1, wherein:

the member has a plurality of undulations designed 1o
accommodate less than four of the user’s fingers and at
least one protuberance designed to fit between the
user’s fingers.

4. A hand grip as in claim 1, wherein:

the retainer is an elastic strap configured to secure around
at least-one of the user’s fingers.

5. A hand grip as in claim 1, wherein:

5]

the retainer is a glove configured to secure around the
user’s fingers and including an attachment to retain the
elongated member in 2 position adjacent to the base of
the user’s fingers.

6. A hand grip as in claim 3, wherein:

the retainer is an elastic sirap configured to secure around
at least one of the user’s fingers.

7. A hand grip as in claim 2, wherein:

the retainer is a glove configured to secure around the
user’s fingers and including an attachment to retain the
elongated member in a position adjacent to the base of
the user’s fingers.

8. A hand grip as in claim 1, wherein:

the elongated member is an inflatable member.

9. A hand grip as in claim 8, further comprising:

a pump coupled to the elongated member; and

- wherein the elongated member is responsive to the pump

and is configured to inflate upon activation of the pump. .

10. A band grip as in claim 5, wherein:

the elongated member is an inflatable member.

1. A hand grip as in claim 10, further comprising:

a pump coupled to the elongated member; and

wherein the elongated member is responsive to the pump
and is configured to inflate upon activation of the punip.

12. A hand grip as in claim 1, wherein:
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the clongated member includes a plurality of sub-
members each configured to fit adjacent 10 the base of
the user’s fingers.

13. A hand grip as in claim 12, wherein:

the retainer is a glove configured 1o secure around the
user’s fingers and including an attachment o retain the
elongated member in a position adjacent 1o the base of
the user’s fingers.

14. A hand grip as in claim 13, wherein:

the elongated member is an inflatable member.
15. A hand grip as in claim 14, further comprising:
a pump coupled to the elongated member; and

wherein the elongated member is responsive to the pump

and is configured to inflate upon activation of the pump.

16. An apparatus for use by a buman hand to grp an
object, the hand having a palm and & plurality of fingers with
respective bases secured to the palm, comprising a thin
elongated member made from a flexible material and having
a total length greater than three times an average thickness
and greater than three times an average width, the elongated
member having a length sufficient to extend across the base
of the fingers adjacent the palm and a pluzality of longitu-
dinally spaced-apart protuberances adapted fo extend
belween the fingers, 2 curved surface extending between
adjacent protuberances for forming a recess to receive the
base of 2 finger and a retainer extending around to the
backside of al least one of the fingers for removably securing
the elongated member to the hand. ]

17. An apparatus as in claim 16 wherein the retainer for
removably securing includes an elastic band having first and
second ends secured to the elongated member.

18. An apparatus as in claim 16 wherein the retainer for
removably securing includes a T-shaped retainer having a
part thereof secured to the elongated member.

19. An apparatus as in claim 16 wherein the elongated
member has a plurality of at least three longitudinally
spaced-apart protuberances.

20. An apparatus as in claim 16 wherein the elongated
member bas an average width of approximately 4-15 mm
and an average thickness of approximately 1-10 mm.

21. An apparatus as in claim 17 wherein the elongated
member has an average width of approximaiely 4—15 mm
and an average thickness of approximately 1-10 mm.

22. An apparatus as in claim 16 wherein the retainer for
removably securing includes a glove including an attach-
menl 1o retain the elongaled member i a position adjacent
to the wser’s fingers.

23. An apparaius as in claim 16 wherein the elongated
member is an inflatable member. -

24. An apparatus as in claim 23 ferther comprising a
pumnp coupled to the elongated member and wherein the
¢longated member is responsive to the pump and is config-
ured to inflate wpon activation of the pump.

23. An apparatus as in claim 22 wherein the elongated
member is an inflatable member.

26. An apparatus as in claim 25 further comprising a
pump coupled to the elongated member and wherein the
clongated member is responsive to tie pump and is config-
ured to inflate upon activation of the pump.
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