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TRAVEL SENTRY, INC., -4
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COMPLAINT .
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JURY TRIAL DEMAN DED

DAVID A. TROPP,

Defendant.

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT OF
PATENT NONINFRINGEMENT, INVALIDITY, AND NON-LIABILITY

Plaintiff, Travel Sentry, Inc. (“Travel Sentry”), through its undersigned counsel, brings

this Complaint against David A. Tropp (“Tropp” or “Defendant™) and respectfully states and

alleges as follows:
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PARTIES

1. Plaintiff, Travel Sentry, Inc., is a Florida corporation, having its principal place of
business at 19 Deer Meadow Road, Durham, NH 03824,

2. Upon information and belief, David Tropp (“Tropp™) is a citizen of New York
residing at 165 Norfolk Street, Brooklyn, New York.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This is an action for declaratory judgment. There is an actual controversy
between the parties with regard to the invalidity, noninfringement, and non-liability of United
States Patent Nos. 7,021,537 (the ““537 Patent”) and 7,036,728 (the « <728 Patent). Defendant
or those acting for Defendant have created a reasonable apprehension of a suit for infringement
of the 537 and ‘728 Patents with respect to Plaintiff’s ability to license or to make, use, or sell at
least some of its technology, products and/or services. Defendant’s position as to Travel
Sentry’s alleged infringement of the 537 and 728 Patents is outlined in a letter from Steve
Horowitz, Esq. to Travel Sentry dated November 17, 2003, which is attached as Exhibit A, This
Court has subject matter jurisdiction in accordance with 28 U.S.C. § 2201, 2202, and 1338.

4, Defendant resides and does business within this district, Accordingly, venue is
proper under 28 U.S.C, § 1391.

5. Upon information and belief, Tropp is the named inventor of the ‘537 Patent
entitled *Method of Improving Airline Luggage Inspection;” issued April 4, 2006. The 537
Patent is attached as Exhibit B,

6. Upon information and belief, Tropp is also the named inventor of the 728 Patent

entitled “Method of Improving Airline Luggage Inspection;” issued May 2, 2006. The 728

Patent is attached as Exhibit C.
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7. Travel Sentry’s business includes the licensing of its travel lock technolo gy for
luggage which uses a dual lock system that allows access only by the luggage owner and by TSA

baggage screeners through a set of standard, proprietary keys developed by Travel Sentry for

TSA use.
COUNT I
DECLARATION OF INVALIDITY
UNITED STATES PATENT NOS. 7,021,537 and 7,036,728
8. The ‘537 and ‘728 Patents are invalid, at least for failure to comply with the

provisions of 35 U.S.C. § 101, 102, 103, and/or 112.

COUNT I

DECLARATION OF NON-LIABILITY
UNITED STATES PATENT NOS. 7,021,537 and 7,036,728

9. Travel Sentry is not liable for infringement of the *537 and 728 Patents to the
extent that Defendant’s threatened suit for infringement is barred by the doctrines of laches,
estoppel, acquiescence, license and waiver, inequitable conduct before the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, intervening rights, and/or a statute of limitations.

10.  Travel Sentry is further immune from liability for infringement of the ‘537 and
“728 Patents because one or more steps in the use of Travel Sentry’s technology are performed
by an agency of the U.S. Government, the TSA. Accordingly, under 28 U.S.C. § 1498,

Defendant’s sole remedy for any claim of infringement lies against the United States

Government and not Travel Sentry.
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COUNT 111

DECLARATION OF NONINFRINGEMENT
UNITED STATES PATENT NOS. 7,021,537 and 7,036,728

11. Travel Sentry’s licensed technology for dual locking systems for use in TSA
baggage screening processes does not infringe any valid claim of the ‘537 or ‘728 Patents.
Moreover, Travel Sentry does not make, use or sell the technolo gy which Defendant claims
infringes the ‘537 or ‘728 Patents.

12. Accordingly, Travel Sentry has not infringed, and has not contributorily infringed,
or induced infringement of the ‘537 or ‘728 Patents.

JURY DEMAND

Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 38(b) Travel Sentry requests a trial by Jury.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for judgment against Defendants as follows:

I. Declaratory judgment stating that:

a. United States Patent Nos. 7,021,537 and 7,036,728 are not infringed,
contributorily infringed, or infringed though inducement by Travel Sentry;

b. United States Patent Nos, 7,021,537 and 7,036,728 are invalid;

c. Defendant is without the right or authority to threaten or maintain sujt
against Travel Sentry for the alleged infringement of United States Patent Nos. 7,021,537 or
7,036,728; and

d. Defendant, and those in active concert or participation with Defendant

who receive actual notice thereof, are permanently enjoined from initiating patent infringement

litigation against Travel Sentry, or threatening Travel Sentry or any of its customers, dealers,
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licensees, agents, servants, or employees, or any prospective or present sellers, dealers, licensees,
distributors, customers, or users of Travel Sentry’s technology (other than the U.S. Government),
with patent infringement litigation based on U.S. Patent Nos. 7,021,537 or 7,036,728 charging
any of them either verbally or in writing with infringement of U.S. Patent Nos. 7,021,537 or
7,036,728.

2. An order awarding Travel Sentry its costs in addition to its attorneys’ fees, in

accordance with 35 U.S.C. § 285, and otherwise according to law.
3. Such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable.

Dated: New York, New York SEYFARTH SHAW LLP

December 4, 2006
Q/@ A

James 8. Yu (JYX734)

Andrew T Hahn (AH-6283)
1270 Avenue of the Americas
Suite 2500

New York, New York 10020-1801
Telephone: (212) 218-5500
Facsimile: (212)218-5526

William L. Prickett (To be admitted pro hac vice)
Heidsha Sheldon (To be admitted pro hac vice)
SEYFARTH SHAW LLP

World Trade Center East

‘Two Seaport Lane, Suite 300

Boston, MA 02210-2028

Telephone: (617) 946-4800

Facsimile: (617) 946-4801
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Exhibit A
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I STEVEN HOROWITZ
COUNERLOR AT L AW

ZOE MADIBEON AVENUE
BUITE 700
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10057
TELEPHONE (212) BE7-6800

REGISTERED TO PRACTICE BEFORE FACEIMILE (252) 6ap-6oaz
hE. PATENYT & TRADEMARK OFFICT EeMAL: platmmwanum
November 17, 2003
By Fax and By Fed Ex
Joha Ware Vermilye
Managing Director
Trave] Sentry LLC a/k/a Travel Sentry

2020 Pennsylvania Avenne, Suite 727
Washington, D.C. 20006

Travel Sentry LLC a/k/s Travel Sentry
2228 Fountain Key Circle

Suite 100

Windermere, FL 34786

Re: Misappropriation of David Tropp’s Trade Secrets

Dear Mr, Vermilye!

My client, David Tropp, sent a confidential proposal to the Transportation Security
Administration ("TSA") detailing his proprietary invention, which is 2 method of making luggage
screening by the TSA more secure while accommodating the needs of the traveler, The idea
inchudes making & special lock available to airfine travelers, the special lock having a combination
or other Jock portion along with a master key Jock portion, the master key Jock portion receiving
a master key that can open the master key Jock portion of any special lock of this type. The TSA
obtains exclusive access 10 the master key, although the manufacturers who provide the Jock and
key can retain access. The special lock is designed 10 be used on airline luggage and has indicia
thereon conveying 10 luggage purchasers and to the TSA that the luggage can be opened by the
master key. Other details and/or variations of the invention were also disclosed to the TSA.

Mr. Tropp, who is in his early 20's, sent his invention proposal to the TSA after sesing on
the TSA’s web site at page 6 of the TSA’s "Unsolicited proposal Manual® section "V. Treatment
of Data in Unsclicited Proposals” the fact that disciosure of such proposals should contain o
"Required Legend" to the effect that “this dava shall not be disclosed outside the Government
and shall not be duplicated, used or disclosed, in whole or in part, for any purpose other than

OII"
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evaluation of the proposel, provided that if a contract is awarded 1o ihis offeror as a result of or
in cormection with the submission of this date, the government shall have the right to duplicate,
use, or disclose the data to the extend [sic] provided in the contract, This restriction does not

limit the Government’s right io use information contained i the data if it is obtainable from

* another source withou! restriction. The data subject 1o this restriction is contained on sheet
rmber(s) ...." This "Required Legend® or a reforence jo it appears on every page of the
invention proposal that Ma. Tropp sent to the TSA last Januery. Accordingly, the TSA was
obligated to maintain Mr, Tropp’s invention and trade secret confidentially and not to uge it wnless
an agreement was entered into, .

You were a consultant to the TSA with respect to baggage and customer service
initiatives during the time Mr. Tropp’s idea was submitted to the TSA and undoubtedly had
acoess to Mr. Tropp’s innovation, Furthermore, based on information obtained through your web
site, it is clear that your involvement with the Travel Sentry checked baggage project began in
March 2003, several months after Mr. Tropp submitted the sams ider to the TSA. A Press
Release dated March 26, 2003 captioned "Travel Sentry Jaunches partnership with the Travel
Goods Association (TGA)" downloaded from your web site, states:

"Iravel Sentry is 2 new concept created in cooperation with the US Transportation
Security Administration and the Travel Goods Association.”

Although the March 26, 2003 Press Release was inexplicably removed from Travel Sentry’s web
site (and similar one from the TGA’s web site) shortly after my client first complained to the TSA
about misappropriation in October 2003, my client already had dovmloaded the revealing
information contained thersin. In addition, the following statement also appeared on the Travel
Sentry web site: "[t]he Travel Goods Association, comprising lock and luggage mamfacturers bas
worked with the Transportation Security Administration o create Travel Sentry and solve the
conflicting needs of the government to screen bageage and of the passengers to be able to lock
their bags.”

Travel Sentry’s "new concept” comes directly from David Tropp’s confidential invention
proposal that he sent to the TSA and that is patent pending, Yet, beginning a few days ago yous
company, Travel Sentry, has begun providing and certifying a special multi-access Jock tha is
being made available 10 airfine travelers by having manufacturing companies produce for use on
airline uggage this sulti-access lock that mcludes a master key Jock portion opened by a master
key, which master key is exclusively accessible by the TSA. It is apparent that Travel Sentry and
you, along with the TSA, misappropriated Mr. Tropp’s idea and are continuing to misappropriate
it through your company, Travel Sentry, in conjunction with luggage manufacturing companies by
using the very same idea submitied by Mr. Tropp 1o the TSA.

Please be advised that the evidence presented here that the Travel Sentry project is an
unlawful misappropriation of Mr, Tropp’s confidential invention proposal is only partial, My
client and I have other strong evidence of this in our possession which will be provided at the
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proper time,

/ . Travel Sen;w’s 2ndd your own continued misappropriation are unfawfil, violate Mr

g ro_pp‘s common law trade secret rights and subject you and your company to ’damages an'd
equitable relief Moreover, to the extent that Trave) Sentry’s and your c;;:iu:l:yduct is or was willfy),
Tra.vel Sentry and you may be subjected to punitive damages, Furthermore, when Mr Tropp’s !
I?gced States patent on his invention i issued, as we expect it to, Trave) Sentry and y;m will be
either engagmg in patent infringement or working with entities that are aging i
infringement. e FiesEhe T patent

Travel Sentry’s and your actions are continuing and subject both of you to acoumulating -
.da‘mages and the award of injunctive refief, inchuding preliminary injunctive felief. Consaqmui«nglg
it is her_eby demand?d of Travel Sentry and of you to immediately cease and desist from any »
'ﬁ,zrther nn;z}emmliat!on of the Travel Sentry project and use of David Tropp’s misappropriated
invention since this project uslawfislly uses M., Tropp’s proprietary (and patent pending) method
of luggage inspection that he disclosed to the TSA, the very agency that helped create Travel
Sentry according to Travel Sentry’s web site. '

In order to ensure you the maximum opportunity to resolve this matter pri fiti ipati
Mr. Tropp wﬂl give Travel Sentry a short opportunity from its yeceipt of this lenp;qrint(:vhich toon’
respond.fco this letter in & manner that makes it clear that Travel Sentry and you fully respect Mr
Tropp’s intellectual property rights. Please be advised that short of this; ¥ have been instructed to
take all steps necessary in order 1o protect M, Tropp’s intellectun! property rights, including, if
necessaty, commencing litigation and requesting preliminary injonction relief |

Please be advised that Mr. Tropp exprssly reserves all of his rights in regard to thi
| Ar. T 1o thi
matter and this Jetter shall not constitute or be construed to in any way constitute a waiverif any

rights of M. Tropp.

DTe07;
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METHOD OF IMPROVING AIRLINE
LUGGAGE INSPECTION

FIELL} OF THE INVENTION

The field of this invention is methods of improving sirline
tuggage inspection, and more particularly, methods of mak-
ing such inspection iess intrusive and more secure,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION AND
DISCUSSION OF THE PRIOR ART

Due w the threat of rerrorism, in the weeks prior 10 Jan,
1, 2003, the Transpormtion Seeurity  Administration
("TSA™), a division of the United States Dopartment of
Homeland Security, announced that with respect to lugaage
&t United Stotes airports if 8 TSA baggage screenor was
unable o open & traveler's bag for inspeotion because [he
bag was locked, the screener would have to break the locks
on the travefer's bag. Hence, passengers showld feave their
bagy vnlocked, acconding te the TSA, Beginning Jan, 1,
2003 the TSA's federal workers started screening [ugeage at
U.8. airports and when it deemed jt necessary it started
clipping locks on this luggage in order to open and inspect
the luggage.

Since by definition airport luggage screening occurs out-
side the presence of the passengers whose luggage is being
inspected, it Is lmpossible or nt least impractical for aisport
lugpage sereening personnel to make vse of combinations to
open combination locks an airport lnggage. Nonetheless,
passengers may desire 10 use combination locks to avoid
wotrying sbout Joss of 1 key or finding the key.

Althongh arguably necessary for security, the method of
sereening tuggege that includes opening the passenger’s
luggage in a mpnner that leaves the luggage “unlockable”
after the inspection process, for example by clipping the
heretofore workable fock, suffers from several drawbacks.
First, the passenger's belongings have been damaged either
because the lock hias been clipped or because the luggage has
been opened forcibly or both, This causes mosetary damage.
it also canges aggravation. Second, a new securily hazard is
generated since the passenger pets back a piece of nggnge
wifh a broken or removed lock. This means that during the
remainder of the passenger’s trip his or her luppage is not
sectre and cai be tampered with, The remainder of the trip
may even inciude furthor domestic Hlights. Furthermore, if
travelers consistently have their locks broken, travelers wili
ses o value in vsing locks when traveling, thereby exposing
their unlecked luggage 1o a consiant risk of fampering.

One shoufd not agsume that security tisks exist only
amang passengers. Terrorists have tried in the past and may
try in the future to compromise the workers at the airports
who inspect luggage. Accordingly, the no Jonger secure
piece of luggage is subjeet t the risk that a terrorist or other
dangerous person whe is within the area of the aitport
luggage screening personnel—becanse he is & worker or
because he penetrated ehe secure area—ean insert g bomb or
other hazardoas material into the luggage by castly apening
it since it not only does aot have a logk anymore Lt its
oubwurd appearance, i.e. 1 damaged lack, may adveriise that
it has been tampered with and be easily opened.

Furthermore, the sale of padlocks plummeted after the
TSA begant the practice of elipping locks. Another thing that
happened was et the number of claims for theft and
damage allegedly cuwsed by the govermnens and/or airfine
personiel to passengers’ Toggage increased signiticantly
since Jan. 1, 2003,

ww freebatentsanline nom

10

25

30

45

55

60

&5

2

Another problem is that passengers are concemed abaut
theft of the comtents of their bage without the proteciion of
Jocks (afler their locks have been rendered useless by the
frggage sereening anthorities)

Travelers understand and support the federul govern-
ment’s fnitiatives to thwari ferroyism. Thig support of secu-
rity regulations and procedives on the part of travelers is
critical 1o their implementation and success, However, trav-
elers, just petting accustomed to the new securlty laws, may
have Tegitimate concerns about baggage inspections, It is
crucial that the government ar sppropriate aothorities sct to
diminish travelers’ concerns in this regard.

In addition, working as o TSA loggage sereener Jsa highly
demanding and strossful job, Therefors, anything tha
reduces the physical strain would be highly appreciated by
the screeners,

it should be bora fn mind that the number of airkine
teavelers who pass throwugh aizports in the United States ing
given year is close to half a billion, Thus, these concemns
affect & great many individuals.

Accordingly, there is a compelling and immediate need
for a method of inspecting Inggage at airports that doas not
create it security risk and that is not damaging or agpravating
o the passengers,

SUMMARY OF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention presents » method of making airline
Inggage inspection secwre while aecommodating the needs
of the traveler includes a first step of making a special lock
availsble 1o aifline wavelers, the special lock having a
combination lock portion and a master key lock, the master
key lock portion for receiving a master key that can open the
master key lock portion of any special lock of this type. The
special lock is designed to be apnlied 1o an Jndividunl plece
of pirline luggage and has an indicia thereon gonveying o
luggage purchasess that the speciat Jock is “approved” by a
luggage sereening authority snd conveying to the luggage
screening awthority that the speeis| lock can be opened using
the master key. Then providing the lupgage screening
authority with exclusive nocess to the master key. The
manufaeturers andfor providers of e master key and spe-
cial lock retain copies of the master key. In socordance with
the method of the present invention, therefore, the lugpage
screetting authasity need not clip or otherwise bregk open
locks k inspect lnygage, nor do they have to break into the
Inggage in some other mamner. The workers need only be
told that master kevs are available to open locky that have
the indicia on them.

IMPORTANT OBIBCTS AND ADVANTAGES

The following importan! objects und advantages of the
present invention ars:

{1} to provide a method of screening luggage at airporis
that avoids forcible opening of the tuggage;

(2) to provide a methad of sereening luggage at airports
that empioys special locks that remain viable afier being
subjected to airport lupgage screening and inspection;

(3) to provide 8 method of non-infragively searching
passenger’s lugpage at airports;

{4) to provide a method of screening tugpage that uses a
master key exclusively malntained by the luggage screening
autherity;

{5} 1o provide a method of improving luggage sereening
at. girports that avoids the need for clipping the focks on
pastenger luggage;
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(6) ta provide 2 method of sereening lggage at airports
that eliminates a potential security threat of tampering with
broken-inte luggage or Inggage whose losks have been
broken,

(7) to provide s method of lggage sqreening that reduces
the costs of the luggage screoning authority;

{(8) to provide a method of luggage screening that elimi-
nates the need for lock clippers;

(9) 1o provide a Juggage screening method that reduces
injuries to luggage screeners that may asise from clipping
lacks;

(10} to provide an improved method of luggage screening
at airports that requires essentially 20 new training;

{11) to provide a method of airport luggage screening that
reduces the liabiliey to the luggage screening anthority;

(12} o provide an improved method of luggage screoning
that would not interfere with current policy of the luggege
screening sutherlty in thet luggage Tocks could sl ke
clipped if they did not display the indicia eonveying that
were “TSA approved” or authorized;

(13} to provide a luggrage screening method that decreases
the labor of Ingpage screeners in that opening the special
fock of the method of the present invention tequires less
manual Inbor than breaking Jocks;

(14) to provide a method of luggage screening that
provides a public relations hemefit to the TSA or luggage
screening authorlty in that ravelors will appreciate the TSA
or Inggage screening authority’s concern for their [ereonal
property, an {mporignd henefit for new agencey;

{15) 10 provide a method of alrport luggage screeniug that
allows the luggage screening authority to pet its work done
mare efliciently;

(16} to provide a method of airport Juggage screening that
allows a thorough search of the passenger’s Inggage while at
the sume time providing a less intrusive and more comford-
able search to the passenger;

(17) to provide a method of scresning fuggage at aitports
that eliminates the danger of wmpering with luggage that
has been broken into subsequent (o the sereening process;
and

(18) to provide a metiod that eliminates the need fo break
into the luggape at 2 point other than it fock,

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is o front plan view of one embodiment of the
speclal lock vsed in the iwethod of the presemt invention in
opea position madified 1o show a key hole for a master key
on the boliom,

P10, 2 is a front plan view of & second embodiment of the s

special Tock used in the method of the present invention.
F1G. 3 is a front plan view of a second embodiment of the
specinl lock used in the method of the present invention
madified to show a key hole for a master key on the bottom,
FIG. 4 shows the special Jack depicted in FIG. 1 iii closed
position.

DETAILED BESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBOQDIMBNT

The method of the present invention includes the stop of
making a special lock available to aitline travelers, the
spevial lock having » contbination lock poriion and having
a master key lock, (he master key lock poriion for receiving
amaster key that can open the master key lock portion of any
special lock of this type, the special lock designed fo be
applied to a individual piece of airline luggage, The special
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lock afso has indicia thereon conveying to fugpage purchas.
ers and to the luggage screening anthority that the special
lock is a lock that the Juggage screening authority Las agreed
not to break, The indicia can state, for example, that the
special Jook is “approved™, “accepted” or “authorized” by
the Inggage screening avthority, Besides muking the special
lock more velusble to prospective luggage purchasers or
lock purchasers, such indicia also tells the tluggage serecning
authovity that the special fock cap be opened by the lipgage
sereening avthority using fhe master key and that the special
lock is among those locks that the luggage seraening authos-
ity agrees not to bresk in order to inspect the luggage. The
phrase “approved”, “accepted” or “authorized” is o broad
phrase intended to include other words or terms that stgnify
that the loggage scroening authority agnees that focks having
such indicia will not be broken into,

The method of the present invention slse includes ihe step
of providing, the luggage screening suthority, directly or
indirectly, with access to the masier Tey. The aceess is to be
exclusive except that one or more of the following entities
tay retain copies of the master key: the manufacturst of the
special fock, since it may need fo retool the special lock, the
providet to the passengers of the special lock, which may or
may not be the same as the manufaeturers, the manufacturer
and/or the provider of the master key 1o the luggage screen-
ing sutherity. It is anticipated fhat the manufacturer of ithe
special Jock witl also provide the master key but other
possibititier are also contempluted by the present invention,

Access 1o the master key by the luggage sereening auihor-
ity includes having scoess to any appropriate number of such
Inaster keys by its workers or by any appropriate division of
part of sald liggage screentug authority.

Although the present invention is a method of improving,
the inspection of aitline Tugpage, the niethod of the present
invention makes use of an apparatue. This apparatus i3 @
special lock. The special Jock is illnstrated by reforence to
the accompanying deawings. Consequently, o special tock
vsed in the method of the presemt invention has been
assigned reference numeral 10 Other elements have been
assigned the reference mumerals referred to below,

Combination locks have vertain advantages over locks
with keys. For one thing, there is no noed to foar joss of the
key hence, it is advantageous 1o have combination locks on
Inggage used to fly with since flights tend to cavse stress and
stress can lead to loss of the key, Second, even If one has the
key It takes time (o retriove it If the Jugzage has to be
opened suddenly then retrieval of the key is an inconve-
nience. Although combination Tocks require memorization
of access 1o the coded combination, this iz usually consid-
ered better than a key lock on balance to many passengets.
Hence, there is a need for a method of improving luggage
sereening at airports that makes of a speciul Jock that
includes a tnique combination but that is nonetheless con-
venient and secure for the pagsengers and for the Rirport
lugpage screening persomnel,

As seen from FIGS. 1-4, special lock 10 includes a
combination lock prortion 20 having » woique combination
and & master key lock, The master key lock portion is opened
by a master key that is inserted In key hole 30. Typically,
although not necessatily, the key hole would be inconspicu-
ously placed on the bottom of the special lock 10. The
combination lock portion can be any kind of combination
lock portien suitable for use with & plece of luggage at an
afrport. The combination can be a front dial that is turned or
several dinls that are Rwned to ser the combination,

Presently, the Transportation Securfty Administeation, a
division of the United States Department of Homeland
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Securdty has the task of soreening tmvelers' luggage at
nirports. However, the term “Juggage sereening avthority™ is
intended broadly to encompass both the ‘Transportation
Security Administration and any govermmental entity or
non-governmental organization whose task includes screen-
ing the luggege of travelers' at airporis in the Uniled States
or # non-gaveramental organization. Fusthermore, the Jug-
gage screoning mmthority is also intended o broadly include
individual workers who screen figgage at afrports and other
personnel of the TSA or of some other ensity or organization
whose task it is to scregn such luggage.

Thus, the master key allows the authotized agency's
workers to have the ability to open any of the Inggage that
the workers inspeet in a manner without clipping the lock,
The indicia notifies the loggage screening avthority which
pleces of luggage has locks that lock the master key opens
and it notifying purchasers of the special lock of an added
volue of the special lock. Market rosearch exists 1o sugport
the fact dwt costomers will spend significanily more on
luggage if they know that it comes with a lock that the
luggage screening authorities suck as the TSA recogRize as
being openable by their master key and without forcibly
apening the luggage,

As seen in FIG, 2, the indicla 50 con take the form of a
phrase “approved by the TSA™ or any shinilar phrase ox it can,
be anything else that conveys the approval, anthority, secep-
iance eie, by the TSA or ofher relevant luggage screening
authority, It should be understood that slthongh one example
of the indicis appears in FIG. 2 only, the olher embodiments
of the special lock used in the method of the present
invention would also have the indicia.

[t should be noted that with the use of the special lock by
the traveler, the traveler still selects a combinstion for the
combinstion lock porifon of the special lock 10 and the
traveler has fhat combination for the combination logk
portion part of the special lock. Accordingly, the traveler stilf
has a usefof secure Jock after pussing airport security. In
addition, the luggnge screening authority still maintains an
effective and quick way of accessing airpon ggage for
inspection whenever it deems doing so necessary.

It should be noted that e terms “master key"” and "master
key lock portion™ are broad (erms intended fo algo include
electranic or other sensor mechanisms for opening up fhe
master key lock portion in special lock 10. Thus, the methed
of tho present invention comemplates using In cerwin
embuodiments a special Jock 16 that makes vse of 21 elege
trouic sensor instead of a traditional physicul key evon
though such a waditional physical key & what is typically
understood by the term “master key™. In such a case the
lecking mechanism inside special lock 18 would not be &
waditional master key fock mechanism but rather would be
4 locking mechanism that is opened by an electrontc sensor.

The present invention also comemplates that in certain
embodiments other fock nechanisms besides a taditional
combination lock can be used as one of the locks in special
lock 10. Hence, in on alternative embodiment, the method
would employ a first lock portion instead of a combinstion
lock portion in special tock 10. The first lack portion can be
any kind of locking mechanism useful for and easily acces-
sible by the passenger.

i is to he understood that while the method of this
invention kave been described and iflustrated in detail, the
above-deseribed embodiments ate simply iHustative of the
principles of the invention, It is fo be understood also tha
various other modifications and ¢hanges may be devised by
those skilled i1t the art which will embody the principles of
the invention and fall within the spirit and scope thereof, It
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is not desired to fimit the invention 1o the exact canstruction
and operation shows and described, The spirit and scope of
this invention are linited onfy by the spirit and scope of the
foliowing claime,

What is claimed is:

1. A method of improving airline lugznge inspection by a
luggage screening entity, comprising:

making available 1o consumers a special fock having a

combinstion Iock portion nnd @ master key lock por-
tior, the master key lock pottion for receiving o master
key that can open the master key Tock portion of thig
special lock, the special lock designed to be applied to
an individual piece of airfine luggage, the special lock.
also having an identification strveture associated there-
with that matches an identification structure previcusly
provided to the luggage seresning entity, which specing
lock the Supgage soreening enlity hay agreed fo process
in accordance with a special procedure,

matketing the special foek to the consumers in a manmer

that conveys to fhe consumers that the special lack will
be subjected by the luggage screening emity to the
special procedure,

the identifteation strocture signaling to luggage screencr

of the luggage screening entity who is screening g
gage that the luggage screening entity has agreed o
subject the specinl kock assoviated with the identifica.
tion structurs o the special procedure and Mhat (he
luggage screening enlity has a master key that apens
the special Jook, and

the lugpage screching ety acting pursuant to a prior

sgreement to look for the identification structure while
sereening fugguge and, upon fading said identi fication
stucturs on an individual piece of fuggage, to use the
master key previously provided {o the Iggaye screen-
ing entity to, if necessary, apen the individual plece of
luggage.

2. The methed of claim 3, wherein the master key lock
portion includes a key hole on a botfom of the special fack
that receives the master key,

3, The method of claim I, wherein a step of making
available to consumers a specinl lock involves mass Pro-
ducing the special lock and selling the speclal Jock to the
CONSUIMLCES.

4. The method of clgim 1, wherein the identification
slucture is located directly o the speciat lock.

5. The method of elaim 4, wherein a step of making
available (o consumers o special lock involves mass Pro-
ducing the specinl lock and selling the special lock io the
cousuImers,

6. The method of elaim 1, wherein the jdentification
stctare is integraily formed with the special Jock,

7. The mothod of ¢laim 6, wherein the signaling involves
a visual signal,

&, The method of claim 1, wherein the signaling involves
a visual signal.

9. A method of improving airline loggage ingpection by a
Tugpage screening entity, comprising:

twaking available to consumers & special lock baving &

first lock portion and a master key lock postion, the
master key lock portion for receiving o master key that
can open the master key lock partion of this special
lock, the special lock designed to be applicd to an
individual plece of airline luggage, the special lock also
having an identification structure sssociated therewith
that matches an identification structure previously pro-
vided to the luggage sereening entily, which spacial




.

' | Case 1:06-cv-06415-‘-RLM Document 1 Filed 12/04. Page 18 of 28

Case 1:08-cv-00118-JD Docurment 1

-3 Filed 04/04/26086 Page 8 of 8

US 7,021,537 B2

7
lock the luggage sereening entity has agreed to procesy
in accordance with a special procedure,
marketing the special lock to the consumers in 3 manner
that conveys to the consumers that the special kock will
be subjected by the tuggage screening entliy to the
special procedure,
the identification structure signaling to 2 lugpage screener
of the luggage streening entity who is screening g
page that the luggage screoning entity has agreed to
subject the special Tock asociated with the identifica-
ton structure 1o the special procedure and ihat the
luggage screening entity has a master key that opens
the special fock, and
the luggage soreening entity acting pursuan( fo a prior
apreement to look for the identificalion structars while
sereening luggage and, upon finding ssid identifention
strcture on an individual piece of luggage, to vse the
master key previously provided to the luggage screen-
ing entity to, if necessary, open the individus) picce of
luggoge,
10. The method of claim 4, wherein the identification
structure is focated directly on the speciad lock.
1i. The method of ¢laim 9, wherein the idenfification
strucine s infogrally formed with the speciai lock,
12. The method of claim 11, wherein the signaling
invalves a visual signal.
13, The method of ¢lajim 9, wherein the signaling involves
& visual signal.
14. A method of improving airline lugpuge inspection by
2 Inggage soreening entity, conprising:
meking available 1o consumers n special lock having 2
combination lock postion and a muster key lock por-
fion, the master key lock postion for reCeiving 8 master
key that cart open the master key lock portion of this
special lock, the special lock designed to be apphed to
an individua] piece of airfine fuggage, the special lock
also having an identification struchure sssociated there-
with that corresponds with a corresponding ilentifica-
lion structure previowsly provided 1o the Ingpnge
screening entity, which special lock the lugeage screen-
ing entity has agreed to process in accordance with a
special procedure,
marketing the special lock fo the consumers in a manner
that conveys to the consumers that the special Jock will
be subjected by the luggage screening entity 1o the
special procedure,
the identification structurs signaling 1o a luggage screensr
of the luggage screening entity whe is screening lug-
gage that the Inggage screening entity has agreed 1o
subject the special lack associated with the Identifica.
tion sructure 1o the special procedure and that the
luggage soreening entity has a master key that opens
the special lock, and
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the luggage soreening ontity aciing pursnant 1o a prioe
agreement 1o look for the coresponding identification
structure while screening liggage and, upen tinding
said corresponding identifieation structuce on an indi-
vidual piece of fuggage, to use (1o master key previ-
ously provided to the higgage sereening entity to, if
necessary, open the individual piece of huggage,

13, The method of claim 14, whereln the idenlification

stucture is imtegrally formed with the special lock,

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the signaling

involves a visual signal.

17. The method of claim 14, wherein the signaling

irvolves a visual signat,

18. A method of improving sirline Inggage inspection by

a laggage sereening entity, comprising:

making availablo to consumers a special Tock having o
first lock portion and 2 master key tock porlion, the
nmaster key lock portion for receiving a master koy thai
can open the masier key lock portion of thig special
lock, the special lock designed to be applied o o0
individual piece of airfine luggage, the special lock also
having an identification structure associated therewith
that comesponds with a comresponding identificasion
structure previously provided to the luggage SOresnitg
entity, which special lock the foggage sereoning entily
has agreed to process in accordence with a special
procedure,

marketing the special fock 1o the consumers in @ raanner
that conveys o the consimers that the special lock will
be subjected by the luggage screening entity to the
special procedure,

the identification strocture signaling to a lugaage screener
of the Tuggage sereening enfity who is soreening hug-
gage that the luppage screening ensity hing agreed o
subject the special Tock mssociated with the identifica-
tion structere o the special procedwrs mmd that the
lugaage screening enfily has n mungstor key that opens
the special lock, and

the luggage scroening emity acting pumvant to a priar
agreement to look for the corresponding identification
structure while screening luggage and, upon finding
said corresponding identification structure ok un jndi.
vidual piece of luggage, to use the master key provi-
ously provided 1o the luggage serecaing entity to, if
necessary, apen the individual piece of juggage.

1%. The method of claim 18, wherein the ident fication

structure fs integrally formed with the special fock,

20. The miethod of clai 19, whersin the signaling

involves a visual signal.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein the signaling

involves a vignal signal,

LI I T
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METHOD OF IMPROVING AIRLINE
LUGGAGE INSPECTION

PRIORITY INFORMATION

This petent application claims priority from and is a
continuation-in-part patent application of U.8. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 10/706,500 previously fited by Applicant and
Inventor David Tropp on Nov. 12, 2003 and which Js
presently pending end incorporated herein by reference in its
entirety. This patent application also claitus priority of and
is a cominvation-in-part patent application of U.8. patent
application Ser. No, 10/756,531 previously filed by Appli-
cant and Inventor David Tropp on Jan. 12, 2004 and which
is presently pending and incotporated herein by reference in
its entirety.

FIBLD OF THE INVENTION

The field of this invention is methods of improving airline
luggnge inspection, and more particwlarly, methods of mak-
ing such inspection less intrusive and more secure,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION AND
DISCUSSION OF THE PRIOR ART

Dug to the threat of terrorism, in the weeks prior to Jan,
I, 2003, the Transporialion Security Administration
{*TSA"), & division of the United Statss Department of
Homeiand Security, announced that with respect to luggage
at United States airports if a TSA baggage screener was
unable to open a traveler’s bag for inspection because the
bag was locked, the screener would have to break the Jocks
on the traveler’s bag. Heace, passengers should leave their
bags unlocked, according to the TSA. Beginning Jan. 1,
2003 the TSA’s federal workers started screening luggage at
ULS, airports and when it deemed it necessary it started
clipping locks on this luggage in order to open and inspect
the Juggage.

Since by definition airport Tuggage screening occurs out-
side the presence of the passengers whose luggage is being
inspected, it is impossiblo ot at least impractical Tor aitport
luggage screening personnel to make use of combinations to
open combination locks on alrport inggege. Nonetheless,
passengers may desire to use combination locks to aveid
worrying about Joss of a key or finding the key.

Although arguably necessaty for security, the method of
screening Inggage that includes opening the passenger's
Juggage in s manner that leaves the luggape “untockable’
after the inspection process, for example by clipping the
heretofore workable lock, suffers from several drawbacks,
First, the passenger's belongings have been damaged either
because the lock has been ciipped or becansc the luggage has
been opened foreibly or both, This canses monetary damage
it also causes aggravation, Second, a new security hazard is
generated since the passenger gets back a piece of lnggage
with & broken or removed fock. This means that during the
remainder of the passenger’s trip his or ber Juggage is not
seoure and can be tampered wilh. The remeinder of the trip
may even jnchide further domestic flights. Purthermore, if
travelers consistently hiave their locks broken, travelers will
see no velue inusing lovks when traveling, thoreby exposing
their unlocked Inggage 1o a constant risk of tampering.

One should not assume that security risks exist only
smong passengers. Terrorists have tried in the past and may
try in the future to compromise the workers at the airports
who inspect luggage. Accordingly, the no longer secure
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piece of luggage is subject to the risk that a terrorist or other
dangerous person who i within the srea of the atrport
luggage screening personnel—because he is a worker or
because ha penetrated the secure area—can insert a bomb or
other hazardous material into the luggage by easily opening
it since it not only does not have s lock anymare but its
outward appearance, i.e, a domaged lock, may advertise that
it has been tampered with and be easily opened.

Furthermore, the sele of padlocks plwmmeted after the
TSA began the practice of clipping locks. Another thing that
happened was that the mumber of claims for theft and
damage allegedly caused by the government and/or airfine
personuet to passengets’ luggage increased significantly
since Jom. 1, 2003,

Anocther problem is that passengers are concerned about
theft of the confents of their bags without the protestion of
locks (after their locks have been rendered nseless by the
Iuggage screening authorities),

Travelers understand and support the Tederal govetn-
ment’s initiatives to thwart terrorism. This support of secu-
rity regulations and procedures on the part of traveless is
eriticel to their implementation and success. However, trav-
elers, just getting accustomed to the new security Jaws, may
have: legitimete concerns about baggage inspections. It is
crucial that the govermnment or appropriats authorities act to
diminish travelers' concerns in this regard.

In addition, working as & TSA luggage screener is a highly
demanding and stressful job. Therefore, anyihing that
reduces the physical strain would be highly appreiated by
the screeners,

It should ba born in mind that the pumber of airline
travelers who pass through airports in the United States in a
given year is close to half a billion. Thus, fhose concerns
affect a groat many individuals,

Accordingly, there is a compelling and immediate need
for a method of inspecting luggage at airports that does not
croate a security risk and that is not damaging or aggravating
to the passengers.

SUMMARY QF THE PRESENT INVENTION

The present invention presents a method of making airline
luggage inspection secure while accommodating the needs
of the travelet includes a first step of making a spectal ook
avajlable to airline travelers, the special Tock havieg 2
sombination lock portion and & master key lock, the master
key lock portion for receiving a master key that can open the
master key Jock portion of any special Iock of this type. The
speciat lock is desigaed 1o be applied to an individual piece
of sitline luggage and has an indicia thereon conveying to
Inggage purchasers that the special lock is “approved” bya
luggage screening authority and conveying to the luggage
screening authority that the special Jock can be opened using
the master key. Then providing the luggage screening
authority with exclusive access to the ruaster ey, The
manufacturers and/or providess of the master key and spe-
cial lock retain coples of the master key, In accordance with
the method of the present invention, therefore, the lugpage
sereening authority need not clip or otherwise break open
locks to inspect luggage, nov do they have o bresk into the
lggage in some other menner, The workers need only he
told that master keys are available to open locks that have
the indicia on them.
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IMPORTANT OBJECTS AND ADVANTAGES

The following impartant objects and advantapes of the
present invention are:

(1) to provide a method of screening Juggage at airports
that avoids forcible opening of the Juggage;

{2) 1o provide 2 method of screening Juggage at aitports
that employs special locks that remain viable afier being
subjected to airport luggage screening and inspection;

(3) to provide & method of nonsintrusively searching
passenger’s luggage at aipots;

{4) to provide a method of screening Inggage that uses a
master key exclusively maintained by the luggage screening
authority;

(5) to provide a method of improving luggage screening
at airports that avoids the need for clipping the Jocks on
passenger luggage;

(6} to provide a method of screening luggage at airports
that eliminates a poteatial securily threat of tampering with
broken-into luggage or luggege whose locks have been
hroken; )

{7) to provide a method of luggage screening that reduces
the costs of the luggage screening authority,

(8) o provide a method of luggage sereening that elimi-
nates the need for lock dippers;

(9) to provide a luggage screening method that reduces
injuries to lugpege screeners thet may arise from clipping
locks;

(10} to provide an improved method of lupgage screening
at ajrports that requires essentially no new training;

(11) to provide a methed of airport luggage screening that
reduces the liability to the luggage screening authority;

(12) to provide an improved method of lupgage screening
that would not interfere with curvent policy of the luggage
screening authority in that lugpage locks could sili be
clipped if they did not display the indicia conveying that
were “TSA approved” or authorized;

{13) 1o provide a luggage screening method that decreases
the lsbor of Inggage screeners in that epening the special
lock of the method of the present invention requires jess
menual lzbor than breaking locks;

(14} to provide 2 method of luggage screening that
prevides a public relations benefit to the TSA or hggage
screening authority in that traveless will appreciate the TSA
or luggage screening authority’s concern for their personal
property, an important benefit for new apency;

(15) to provide a method of airport luggage screening that
allows the luggage screening suthority ta get its work done
more efficicotly;

(16) to provide a method of airport luggage screening that
allows a thorough search of the passenger’s luggage while at
the same time providing a less intrusive and mone confort-
able search fo the passenger;

(17) to provide a method of screening lupgage at aitports
that eliminates the danger of tampering with luggage that
has been broken into subsequent to the screening process;
and

(18) to provide a method that eliminates the need to treak
into the luggage at & point other than Its jock.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a front plan view of one embodiment of the
special fock used in the method of the present invention in
open position modified to show & key hole for a master key
ot the botton.
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FIG, 2 is a front plan view of a second embodiment of the
speciat lock used in the method of the present invention.

FI13. 3 is a Tropt plan view of a second embediment of the
special lock used in the method of the present invention
modified to show 2 key hole for a mastey key on the battom.

FIG. 4 shows the special lock depicted in FIG. 1 in closed
position.

BETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED BEMBODRIMENT

The method of the present invention includes the step of
making a special lock availshle to airline travelers, the
special lock having a combination lock portion and having
o mastor key lock, the master key Jock postion for receiving
& master key that can open the master ey lock portion ofany
special Jock of this type, the special lock designed to be
applied to an individual piece of airline uggage. The special
lock also has indicia associated with the speciat lock. In a
preforred embodiment the indicia is on the special lock but
the present invention contemplates that the indicia may be
near by on the luggage but not on the lock or ther ways of
assoclation (on & tag near the lock, ete.),

As a resnlt of marketing the special lock to consumers or
to airline wavelers, the indicia conveys to inggage purchas-
ers that the special lock is a Jock that the uggage screcning
authority hes apreed not ta beeak, The indicla also COnveys
1o the luggage screening avthority that the special lock is a
lock that the luggage screening authority hes agreed nof to
breek, This is because the lnggege screening authority has
previously (previous 1o its soreeners looking for the indicta)
been provided with the Indicia or a special Jock having the
indicia and has previously agreed to follow a special pro-
cedure for processing and screening lugaape having the
special lock and associated indicia—that s, fo look for the
indicia while sereening luggage and, upon finding said
indicia on an individual plece of luggage, to use the master
key previously provided to the Inggape screening authority
to, if necessary, open the individua) piece of luggage having
the special lock and not try to break the individusi piece of
laggage.

The indicia van state, for exsmple, that the special lock is
“approved”, “accepted” or “autherized” by the higgage
screening authority. The term “inclicia” is a broad term and
can alse include the special lock itself (or the specinl lock
having associated therewith) a distinctive {and in a preferred
embodiment a suitably conspicuous) physicat characteristic
such shape, textare, weight and/or other characteristic, such
as color, that makes it instantly recognizsble by individuals
working, for the Jaggage screening authority who are spe-
cifically for that characteristic. Alernatively, a distinetive
chemical or electronic characteristic can be used—in short
any distinctive charscteristic that can be instantly recognized
by persons looking for it.

The phrase “any special lock of this type™ is intended 1o
include special locks having a multiplicity of sub-types such
as different sizes, different manufacturing desipns or styles,
ato.

Besides making the special lock more valusble to pro-
spective Juggage purchasers or lock purchasers, such indicia
also tells the luggage scroening avthority that the special
lock ean be opened by the luggage screening avthority using
the master key and that the special lock is among those Jocks
that the luggage screening authority agrees pot to break in
order to imspect the luggage. The phrase “approved”,
“aceapted” or “authorized” is a broad phrase intended fo
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include other words or terms that signify that the higgage
sereening authority agrees that Jocks having such indicia
will not be broken into.

The method of the present invention alse includes the step
of providing the lupgage screening authority, directiy or
indirectly, with access 10 the master key. This step includes
providing such access with the help of or in conjunction with
another business entify, Le. 2 third party. The access js to be
exclusive except that one or more of the following entities
may retain copies of the master key: the manufacturer of the
special lock, since it may need to retoo] the special lock, the
provider 1o the passengers of the special Jock, which may or
may not be the same as the manufacturers, the manufacturer
and/or the provider of the master key to the luggage screen-
ing authority. Jt is anticipated that the magufacturer of the
special locic will also provide the master key but other
possibilities are aiso contemplated by the present invention,

The step of providing access may be accomplished by
delivering one or more master keys 10 the luggege screening
authority or by delivering one or master keys 10 & company
or organization whose responsibility it is to cause said one
or more master keys lo be delivered to the luggage sereening
authority.

Acoess to the master key by the luggage sereening author-
ity includes having access to any sppropriate number of such
master keys by its workers or by any appropriate division of
part of said luggage screening authority.

The preforred embodiment of the method of the proseit
invention thus can be summarized as follows: A method of
improving airline luggage inspection by a fuggage screening
authority, comprising

making available to consumers a speclat Jock, the special
lock having a combination fock portion and having a master
key lock portion, the master key lock portion for receiving
a master key that can open the master key lock portion of any
special fock of this type, the special lock designed to be
applied to an individual piece of airline fuggage, and making
available to consumers an indicia asscciated with the special
lock that matches an indicia previously provided to the
luggage screening authority which the fuggago serecning
authority has agreed to process in accordance with a special
procedure,

marketing the special lock to the consumers in @ manner
that conveys ta the consumers that the special lock will be
subjected by the luggage screening authority to the special
procedure, and

the luggage sereening authority acting pursvant to a prior
agreement o look for the indicia while screening lugpage
end, upon flading said indicia on en individual piece of
luggage, 10 use the master key previously provided to the
Inggage screening authority to, if necessary, epen the indi-
vidual piece of luggage snd not try to break the individua)
picce of luggage.

Although the present invention is a method of improving
the inspection of airline luggage, the method of the present
invention makes wse of an apparatus, This apparatus Js a
speciaf lock. The special lock is Hlustrated by reference 10
the accompanying drawings. Consequently, the special lock
used in the method of the present invention has been
assigned reference mumeral 10 Other elements have been
assigned the reference numerals referred to below.

Combination locks have certain advantages over locks
with keys. For one thing, there is no need to fear loss of the
key. Hence, it is advantageous to have combinstion locks on
luggage used to fiy with since fiights tend to cavse stress and
stress can lead 10 1o8s of the key. Second, even if one has the
key it takes time 1o retrieve it. If the luggage has to be
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opened suddenly then retrieval of the key is an inconve
nionce. Although combination locks requite memorization
of access to the coded conbination, this is usually consid-
ered better than a key fock on balance 16 many passengers.
Hence, there is a need for 2 method of improving luggsge
soteening at aitports that makes of a special lock that
includes a unique combination but that Is nonetheless con-
venient and scoure for the passengers and for the sirport
luggnge screening personmed.

As’'scen from FIGS. 1-4, special lock 10 includes a
combination lock portion 20 having a unique combination
and a master key lock. The master key lock portion is opened
by a master key that is insented in key hole 30, Typically,
although pot necessarily, the key hole would be inconspicu-
ously placed on the bottom of the spesial lock 10. The
combination lack portion can be any kind of combination
lock portion suitable for use with 2 piece of luggage at an
sirport, The combination can be & front dial that s turned or
several diuls that are turned to set the combination.

Presently, the Transportation Seeurity Administration, a
divigion of the United States Depariment of Homeland
Security has the task of screening travelers’ luggage at
adtports. However, the ferin “laggago screening authority” is
intended broadly to encompass both the Transporfation,
Security Administralion and any goverhmental enlity or
non-governmienta) organization whoss task includes screen-
ing the luggage of ravelers at airports in the United States
or a non-governmental organization. Alternatively, the lug-
gage screening suthority can be a governmentai entity or
non-govertinental organization whose task meludes sereen-
ing the luggage of wavelers at airports in Canada ar anofher
couniry, Furthermore, the luggage screening authority is also
intended o broadly include individual workers who screca
loggage at airports and other personnel of the TSA or of
some other entity or organization whose task it is fo soreen
such lugpage.

Thus, the master key allows 1he authorized agency's
workers to have the ability to open any of the Inggage that
the warkers inspect in a manner without clipping the lock.
The indicis notifies the luggage screening authority which
pieces of lupgage hes locks that lock the master key opens
and it notifying purchasers of the special lock of an added
valie of the special lock. Market research exists to support
the fact that customers will spend significantly more on
luggage if they know that it comes with a lock that the
Inpgage sereening authorities such as the TSA recognize as
being openable by their master key and without Torcibly
opening the luggage.

As seen in FIG, 2, the indicia 50 can take the form of a
phrase “approved by the TSA"™ or any similar phrase or it can
be anything else that comveys the approval, anthority, aceep-
tance ete. by the T8A or other relevant luggage screening
authority. Jt should be understood that although one example
of the indicia appears in FIG. 2 only, the other embodiments
of the special lock used in the method of the present
invention wouki also have the indicia.

It should be noted that with the use of the special lock by
the iraveler, the traveler s selects 4 combination for the
combination lock portion of the special lock 10 and the
traveler has that combination for the combination lock
portion part of the special lock. Accordingly, the traveler still
has a useful secure Jock after passing mitpont security. In
addition, the luggage sereening authority still maintains an
offective and quick way of accessing airport Inggage for
inspection whenever it deems doing so necessary.

1t should be noted.that the terms “master key” and “master
key lock portion™ are broad terms jntended to also include
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electronde or other sensor mechanisms for opening up the
master key lock portion in special lock 10, Thus, the methed
of the present invention contemplates using in certain
embodiments & special lock 10 that makes use of an elec-
tronic sensor instead of a traditiona) physical key even
though such a traditional physical key is what is typically
understood by the term “master key™. In such & caso the
locking mechanism inside special lock 10 would not be a
fraditional master key lock mechanism but rather would be
a locking mechanism that is opened by an electronic sensor.

The present invention also contemplates that i certain
embodiments other Jock mechanisms besides a taditional
combination lock can be used as one of the locks in special
lock 10. Hence, in an alternative embodiment, the method
would employ a first fock portion instead of = combination
lock portion in special lock 10, The first lock portion can be
any kind of locking mechanism useft! for and easily acces-
sible by the passenger,

To Applicant’s knowiedge the luggags $creening author-
ity in the United States, namely the Transportation Security
Administration, has 5o special requirements aboyt the spe-
cial lock for agreeing te accept the special lock in connettion
with the method of the present invention, I accordance with
the method of the preseat invention, the TSA does of conrse
have to be able to recognize the presence of and have the
means to open the special lock.

It is to be understcod that while the method of this
invention have been described and illustrated in detail, the
above-described embodiments are simply illustrative of the
prineiples of the irvention, It is to be understood alzo that
various other modifications and changes may be devised by
thase skilled in the art which will embody the principles of
the invenlion and fal} within the spirit and scope thersof. Tt
is not desired o limit the invention 1o the exact construction
and operation shown and described. The spirit end scope of
this invention are limited only by the spirit and scope of the
following claims,

What Is claimed is:
1. A method of improving carvier baggage inspection by
a baggage screening entity, comprising:

making available to consumers a special lock, having a
combination lock portion and having a master key lock
portion, the master key lock portion for recelving a
master key that can open the master key lock portion of
this special Jock, the special lock designed to be applicd
to an individual picce of catrier baggage, the special
lock also having an identification structare associated
therewith that matches a corresponding identification
structure previously provided to the baggage screening
entity, which special Jock the baggage screening entlty
has agreed to pracess in accordance with a special
procedure,

marketing the special lock to the consumers in a manner
that conveys 1o the consumers that the special fock will
be subjected by the baggage screening entity to the
special procedure,

the identification structure signaling 1o 4 baggage screener
of the baggage screening entity that the baggnge
sereening entity has agreed to subject the special lock
associated with the identification structure o the spe-
ial procedure, and

the baggage screening entity acting pursusnt to a prior
sgreement 1o look for the ideatification structure while
serecning baggage and, upon finding seid identifieation
structure on an individual piece of baggage, 0 vse the
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special procedure previously agreed to by the bagpage
serecing entity to, if necessary, open ihe indjvidual
piece of baggage.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the master key lack
portion: includes a key hole in the special lock that receives
the master key,

3, The method of claim 1, wherein a step of making
available to consumers = special lock involves selling the
special lock divectly or indirectly (o the consumers,

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the jdentification
structure is integrally formed with the speciaf fock,

5. The method of elaim 4, wherein the signating involves
a visual signal.

€. The method of ¢laim 1, wherein the signaling invoives
a visnal signal,

7. The method of claim 1, wherein a sfep of making
availabie fo consumers a special lock involves mass pro-
ducing the special lock for ultimate provision to the con-
stuner,

8. The method of ¢laim 1, whereln a stop of meking
available to consumers a special lock involves providing the
identificetion structure o a third party and causing the
especial lock to be rmade available to the consumer,

9, The method of clalm 1, wherein a step of making
available to consnmers = special lock mesns causing the
special lock having the identification structure to be made
available to the consumers, .

18. A method of improving carrier baggage inspection by
a baggage sercening entity comprising:

raking available fo consumers a special lock, having a

first jock portion and a master key lock portion, the
master key lock portion for receiving n mester key that
can open the master key lock portion of this special
lock, the special lock designed to be applied 1o an
individual piece of camier baggage, the special lock
also having an identification structure associated there.
with that matches a corresponding identification struc-
ture previously provided 1o the bageage screening
entity which special lock the baggage screening entity
has agreed to process in accordance with a special
provedore,

marketing (he spsclal lock to the consumers in & manner

that conveys to the consumers that the special lock will
be subjected by the baggage screeing entity to the
special procedure,

the identification structure signaling to a baggage screener

of the bagpage screening entity that the baggage
sereening entity has agreed o subject the special lock
associated wifh the identification structure to the spe-
cial procedure, and

the baggage screening entity aoling pursuant to & prior

agreement to Jook for the Jdentification starcture while
screening baggage and, upon Anding said identification
structure on an individual piecs of baggage, to use the
special procedure previously agreed w by the baggage
scroenitig entity to, if necessary, open the individual
plece of baggape,

11. The method of claim 1, wherein the identification
structute is located directly on the special Jock.

12. The method of claim 11, wherein 5 step of maklng
available to consumers a special lock involves seliing the
special lock directly or indirectly 1o the consumers,

13. The method of claim 10, wherein the identification
structure is located directly on the special Jock.

14, The method of claim 13, wherein a step of making
avaitable to consumers a special lock involves selling the
special look direstly or indirectly to the consumers.
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15 The method of claim 10, wherein the identification
structure is integraily formed with the spesial lock,

16. The method of claim 15, wherein the signaling
involves a visual signal.

17. The method of claim 10, wherein the signaling
volves a visual signal.

18. The method of ¢laim 10, wherein a step of making
available to consumers a special lock involves mass pro-
ducing the speciat fock for ultimate provision fo the con-
sumers,

10

1%, The method of claim 16, wherein a step of making
available to consumers a spacial lock involves providing the
identification structure to a third party and causing the
special lock to be made availsble to the consumers.

26. The method of claim 10, wherein a step of making
avaitable to consumers o special lock means cavsing the
special lock having the identification sthucture to be made
available to the consumers, '




