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McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP
Stephen J. Akerley (State Bar No. 160757)
sakerley@mwe.com

Elaine M. Heal (State Bar No. 211723)
eheal@mwe.com

3150 Porter Drive

Palo Alto, CA 94304-1212

Telephone:  650.813.5000

Facsimile: 650.813.5100

Attorneys for Plaintiff, HITACHI, LTD., a
Japanese corporation.

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

HITACHI, LTD., a Japanese corporéitiole N @ °2 @)
Plaintiff, . ELECTRONIC CASE

SAN FRANCISCO DIVISION

v COMPLAINT

AMTRAN TECHNOLOGY CO.,LTD.,a | PEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Taiwanese corporation,

Defendant.

Plaintiff HITACHI, LTD. (“Hitachi”), alleges by and through its attorneys the following

Complaint against Defendant Amtran Technology Co., Ltd. (“Defendant™):

PARTIES
1. Plaintiff Hitachi is a Japanese corporation.
2. On information and belief, Defendant is a Taiwanese corporation with a regular

and established place of business located at 17F, No. 268, Lien-Chen Rd., Chung-Ho City,

Taipei Hsien, Taiwan.

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
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. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. The court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and
1338(a) because this action arises under the patent laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. §§ 1 et
seq.

4. Defendant is subject to pérsonal jurisdiction in this District because it regularly
conducts business in this District and each purposefully ships products, including products at
issue in this case, into this District through an established distribution channel.

5. Venue is proper in this federal district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)-(c) and
1400(b) on information and Belief that Defendant has done business in this District, has
committed acts of infringement in this District, and continues to commit acts of infringement in
this District, entitling Hitachi to relief.

INTRADISTRICT ASSIGNMENT

6. This is an Intellectual Property Action and shall therefore be assigned on a district-
wide basis in accordance with Local Rule 3-2(c).

GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

7. Hitachi is the sole and exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 6,247,090
(“the ‘090 patent™), a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit A, which was
duly and legally issued on June 12, 2001 and is entitled “Display Apparatus Enabled to Control
bommunicatability With An External Computer Using Identification Information.”

8. Hitachi is the sole and exclusive owner of United States Patent No. 6,549,970
(“the ‘970 patent”), a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit B, which was
duly and legally issued on April 15, 2003 and is entitled “Display Unit With Controller Enabling
Bi-directional Communicaﬁon With Computer.”

9. Hitachi is the sole and exclusive ownér of United States Patent No. 6,513,088
(“the ‘088 patent™), a true and correct copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit C, which was
duly and legally issued on January 28, 2003 and is entitled “Display Unit and Method Enabling
Bi-Directional Communication With Video Source.”

10. On information and belief, Defendant makes, uses, imports, distributes, offers for

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL -2-
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sale and/or sells certain computer monitor products (“Accused Products™) in the United States
which infringe the ‘090 patent, the ‘970 patent, and/or the ‘088 patent.

11.  Hitachi has complied with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 287(a) and is entitled to
collect damages for infringement occurring prior to suit with respect to the ‘090 pétent, the ‘970
patent and/or the ‘088 patent.

COUNT I
Infringement of the ‘090 Patent

12.  Hitachi incorporates by reference paragraphs 1- 11 of this Complaint as though
fully and completely set forth herein.

13.  Defendant, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), has been and is currently infringing,
directly and/or indirectly, the ‘090 patent by, among other things, making, using, importing,
distributing, offering for sale and/or selling the Accused Products without authority or license
from Hitachi. |

14.  Defendant has actively induced and is currehtly actively inducing infringement of
the ‘090 patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by knowingly and intentionally encouraging
or aiding third parties to infringe the ‘090 patent, without authority or license from Hitachi.

15.  Defendant has contributorily infringed and is contributorily infringing the ‘090
patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by selling, or offering for sale to third parties, the
Accused Products especially adapted for use in an infringement of the ‘090 patent, without
authority or license from Hitachi.

16.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘090 patent has been and continues to be willful.

17.  Unless enjoined, Defendant will continue to infringe the ‘090 patent, and Hitachi
will suffer irreﬁarable injury- as a direct ”and proximate result of the conduct of Defendant.

18.  Hitachi has been damaged by Defendant’s infringing conduct and Defendant is
therefore liable to Hitachi for actual damages suffered by Hitachi, and in no event less than a
reasonable royalty, as well as treble damages.

WHEREFORE, Hitachi seeks relief as set forth in the Request for Relief, below.

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL -3-
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COUNT I
Infringement of the ‘970 Patent

19.  Hitachi incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-11 of this Complaint as though
fully and completely set forth herein.

20.  Defendant, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), has been and is currently infringing,
directly and/or indirectly, the ‘970 patent by, among other things, making, using, importing,
distributing, offéring for sale and/or selling the Accused Products without authority or license
from Hitachi.

21.  Defendant has actively induced and is currently actively inducing infringement of
the 970 patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by knowingly and intentionally encouraging
or aiding third parties to infringe the ‘970 patent, without authority or license from Hitachi.

22.  Defendant has contributorily infringed and is contributorily infringing the ‘970
patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by selling, or offering for sale to third parties, the
Accused Products especially adapted for use in an infringement of the ‘970 patent, without
authority or license from Hitachi.

23.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘970 patent has been and continues to be willful.

24, Unless enjoined, Defendant will continue to infringe the ‘970 patent, and Hitachi
will suffer irreparable injury as a direct and proximate result of the conduct of Defendant.

25.  Hitachi has been damaged by Defendant’s infringing conduct and Defendant is
therefore liable to Hitachi for actual damages suffered by Hitachi, and in no event less than a
reasonable royalty, as well as treble damages.

WHEREFORE, Hitachi seeks relief as set forth in the Request for Relief, below.

COUNT 111
Infringement of the ‘088 Patent

26.  Hitachi incorporates by reference paragraphs 1- 11 of these Complaint as though
fully and completely set forth herein.

27.  Defendant, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), has been and is currently infringing,

directly and/or indirectly, the ‘088 patent by, among other things, making, using, importing,

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL -4-
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distributing, offering for sale and/or selling the Accused Products without authority or license
from Hitachi.

28.  Defendant has actively induced and is currently actively inducing infringement of
the ‘088 patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by knowingly and intentionally encouraging
or aiding third parties to inﬁ*ihge the ‘088 patent, without authority or license from Hitachi.

29.  Defendant has contributorily infringed and is contributorily infringing the ‘088
patent, in violation of 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by selling, or offering for sale to third parties, the
Accused Products especially adapted for use in an infringement of the ‘088 patent, without
authority or license from Hitachi.

30.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘088 patent has been and continues to be willful.

31.  Unless enjoined, Defendant will continue to infringe the ‘088 patent, and Hitachi
will suffer irreparable injury as a direct and proximate result of the conduct of Defendant.

32.  Hitachi has been damaged by Defendant’s infringing conduct and Defendant is
therefore liable to Hitachi for actual damages suffered by Hitachi, and in no event less than a
reasonable royalty, ag well as treble damages.

WHEREFORE, Hitachi seeks relief as set forth in the Request for Relief, below.

| REQUEST FOR RELIEF

Wherefore, Hitachi prays that the Court enter judgment as follows:

1. For a judicial determination and declaration that the patents in suit are valid and
enforceable;
2, For a judicial determination and a declaration that the patents in suit are infringed

by Defendant and that said infringement is and has been willful,

3. For an order permainentl_y enjoining Defendant, its directors, employees, attorneys,
agents, parties in privity with and all persons in active concert or participation with any of the
foregoing from further acts of infringement, éontributory inﬁ’ingement, or inducing infringement
of the patents in suit;

4. For damages resulting from Defendant’s infringement of the patents in suit and the

trebling of such damages due to the willful nature of said infringement;

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL =5-
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5. For an award of interest on damages;
6. For a declaration that this case is exceptional pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285,
including an award of attorneys fees; and |

7. For an award of such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper.

Dated: June 6, 2005 Respectfully submitted,

McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP

) yr/a

Stephen J. Akerley
Elaine M. Heal

McDermott Will & Emery LLP
3150 Porter Drive

Palo Alto, CA 94304
Telephone: 650.813.5000
Facsimile: 650.813.5100

Attorneys for Plaintiff, HITACHI, LTD.,
a Japanese corporation

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL -6-




MCDERMOTT WiLL & EMERY LLP

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

PALO ALTO

WD

O 0 3 N W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

20 |

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB  Documentl Filed06/06/05 Page9 of 75

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff HITACHI, LTD. hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues properly triable to a

jury in this action.

Dated: June 6, 2005 ' Respectfully submitted,
McDERMOTT WILL & EMERY LLP

BY% % %/

Stephen J. Akerley
Elaine M. Heal

McDermott Will & Emery LLP
3150 Porter Drive

Palo Alto, CA 94304
Telephone: 650.813.5000
Facsimile: 650.813.5100

Attorneys for Plaintiff, HITACHI, LTD.,

a Japanese corporation
MPK 92257-1.017575.0688

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL -7-




Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB Documentl Filed06/06/05 PagelO of 75

Exhibit A



amanit

Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB  Documentl Filed06/06/05 Pagell of 75

United States Patent

R IIIIIIILI!)!!IJIIIIILI!IIIIIIII NN

(12) (10) Patent No.: US 6,247,090 B1
Arai et al. (45) Date of Patent: Jun. 12, 2001
(54) DISPLAY APPARATUS ENABLED TO 43 36 116 Al 5/1994 (DE).
CONTROL COMMUNICATABILITY WITH 0456 923 A1 11/1991 (EP) .
AN EXTERNAL COMPUTER USING Oééf%zfgé fﬁgg; EJEPI? :
IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION 1321475 1211989 (IP)
(75) lnventors: Ikuya Arai; Kouji Kitou, both of 2;22;;? ]%gg? (jg)'
Yokohama (JP) ; < an .-
o 3-116093 51991 (IP).
. . . 3-261995 11/1991 (JP).
(73) Assignee: Hitachi, Ltd., Tokyo (JP) Coere  anses o
(*) Notice: Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this 5-232918 o993 (P) .
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
U.S.C. 154(b) by O days. o
“Display Function Identification”, 1BM Technmical Disclo-
(21) Appl. No.: 09/265,363 sure Bullentin, vol. 25, No. 12, pp. 5568-5579, May 1980.
. “Monitor Identification Technique”, 1IBM Technical Disclo-
(22) Filed:  Mar 10, 1999 sure Bullentin, vol. 30, No. 2, pp. 839840, Jul. 1990.
Related U.S. Application Data “Display Controller Set up as a Function of Display Monitor
type, Display Jumper Settings and Amount of Vram”, IBM
(63) Continuation of application No. 08/833,346, filed on Apr. 4, Technical Disclosure Bullentin, vol. 30, No. 2, pp. 352-353,
1997, now Pat. No. 5,837,147, which is a continuation of Jul. 1990.
aPP“""’ﬁ"”BN“ 08]]/_59]']8’,903’ filed on Feb. 9, 1996, now Pat. “lmproved Method of Monitor ldentification and Mode
g;’/'lgbégz’s 4gl’egyofpéf)_a3cqgtﬁ'ﬁg\’;' :1;2’3%223“0" No. Control”, IBM Technical Disclosure Bullentin, vol. 33, No.
o ’ ’ ’ 5, pp- 289-291, Oct. 1990.
(30) Foreign Application Priority Data
Feb. 10,1993 (IP) weveumemermrmsmmse s 5022212 (List continued on next page.)
(51) Int. C)7 GO6F 13/38 Primary Examiner—Robert Beausoleil
. . . Assistant Examiner—Raymond N Phan
(2 US-Ch oo 710/129; 37 ;50/9692 ’:;7 4150 /{gj'z’ (74) Anorney, Agent, or Firm—Antonelli, Terry, Stout &
(58) Field of Search .o 710101103,  T7US LLP
7107129, 62, 63, 64, 65, 72, 8-11, 14, 15-17, 57 ABSTRACT
2; 395/186, 187.01, 188.01; 345/58, 98-100, . .
: 132, 204; 709/236, 237, 249, 250 In the computer, the control information for screen display
incorporated in the keyboard and softwarc is processed by
(56) References Cited CPU2 and sent to the display device via the communication
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS controller. The microcomputer in the display device fetches
~ the control information from the communication controller
4,047,158  9/1977 Jennings . apd controls a predetermined part of the video circuit or
4,169,262 9/1979 Schwarlz et al. ... ... 3401744 deflection circuit. In this case, identification information is
4,177,462 12/1979 Chung 340/703  sent to the display device from the computer first and when
(List continued on next page.) it matches with the identification information stored in the
memory, the above control is permitted.
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS .
37 22 169 Al 1/1989 (DE). 4 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets

’ T ) |
. POWER SUPPLY :
10

DEFLECTION CIRCUIT

P - ’ 34
DISPLAY
P CONTROLLER

1 COWUTER

VIDEO CIRGUIT

12 13




Case3:05-cv-QZSQl-CRB

US 6,247,090 B1

Documentl Filed06/06/05  Pagel2 of 75

;

Page 2
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 5.457,473 * 10/1995 Arai et al. .
5483255 * 1/1996 Numao .....
4,197,590 4/1980 Sukonick et al. .......... 364/900 5,550,966 * 8/1996 Drake et al. .
4,342,029 7/1982 Hofmanis et al. ..... - 3407703 5,599,231 * 2/1997 Hibino el al. .
4,450,535 * 5/1984 De Pommery et al. ... 395/186 5,887,147 * 3/1999 Arietal. ...
4,747,041 5/1988 Engel el 2l. . 5,896,546 * 4/1999 Monahan et al.
4,800,376 1/1989 Sugaetal. . 5,909,592 * 6/1999 Shipman ...........
4,882,687  11/1989 Gordou .....cccoeicocercvcnnnn... 364/518 5,948,091 * 9/1999 Kerigan et al. ...... .
4,893,248 * 1/1990 Pitls et al. ....c.cccuennneee.. 364/464.01 6,012,003 * 172000 Sarlote € al. .ooovereroseneeeenrene
4,922,448 5/1990 Kunieda et al. .
4991,023 * 2/1991 Nicols ...coovirvicmincnccenenn. 3587242 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
5,010,238 4/1991 XKadomno et al. . . i i
5,276,458 * 1/1994 Sawdon 345/132 “Improvements 1o Display Identification”, IBM Technical
5,276,875 1/1994 Satoh . Disclosure Bullentin, vol. 33, No. 6B, pp. 83-85.
5,282,247 * 1/1994 Mclean et al. ... e 38074 “Self-Identification Protocol Intitialization”, IBM Technical
5,309,504 * 5/1994 Morganstein ... veern 379/67 Disclosure Bullentin, vol. 33, No. 10 A, pp. 406-407, Mar.
5,317,691 5/1994 Traeger . 1991.
5,353,423 10/1994 Hamid et al. .
5,375,210 * 12/1994 Monnes et al. .vneveciiareeen,. 71071 * cited by examiner



Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB  Documentl Filed06/06/05_ Pagel3 of 75

US 6,247,090 B1

Sheet 1 of 12

Jun. 12, 2001

U.S. Patent

| 301A30 Av1dSIO

\/ _ : ; i ;
Y311041N0OD : ¥31NdH0D
6~ AUON3N NOILVOINAWNOD |8
ﬂ Mw G~ H3ITI0LNOD NOILVOINANAOD | | AHON3NW
Pl
YILNINOOOYDIN L
YAl |
LINOYI0 03aIn G o
L
. T Y31104IN0D AV14SIO Ndd
J y
T
o _\ . - - -
LINOYIO NOIL031430 #
) .\>
_ o |
A~ ) B
9




Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB  Documentl Filed06/06/05_ Pagel4 of 75

U.S. Patent Jun. 12, 2001 Sheet 2 of 12 US 6,247,090 B1

FIG. 2

ADDRESS 1 NUMBER OF DATA SET | REGISTERED ID NUMBERS

ADDRESS 2 DATA AREA 1 FOR DELIVERY ADJUSTMENT
ADDRESS 3 DATA AREA 2 FOR DELIVERY ADJUSTMENT
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DISPLAY APPARATUS ENABLED TO
CONTROL COMMUNICATABILITY WITR
AN EXTERNAL COMPUTER USING
IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This is a continvatior of U.S. application Serial No.
08/833,346, filed Apr. 4, 1997, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,887,147,
issued Mar. 23, 1999, which is a contipuation of U.S.
application Ser. No. 08/598,903, filed Feb. 9, 1996, now
U.S. Pat. No. 5,652,845, issued Jul. 29, 1997, which is a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 08/190,848, filed
Feb. 3, 1994, now abandoned, the subject matter of which is
incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an information output
system or display apparatus including a computer and an
information output device such as a display device or a
printer as a computer terminal and more particularly to an
information output system or display apparatus for perform-
ing various types of control such as the information output
method and allowing or not allowing of information output
from the computer connected to the above information
output device via a communication interface.

In current display devices as computer terminals, a wide
variety of display positions and sizes on the screen and video
signal frequencies to be displayed are used depending on
video signals to be imputted. Therefore, a display or a
so-called mulii-scan display has been used so that a display
device can bhandle various video signals.

A microcomputer or a memory LS] is used to provide a
most suitable display image for each video signal as this type
of display device. Such a pror art is indicated in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 1-321475.

According to this prior art, the microcomputer controls
the memory which stores information of the display position
and size on the screen for each video signal beforehand and
reads the information of the most suitable display position
and size on the screen depending on the input video signal
from the memory. The microcompufer outputs a control
signal on the basis of the read information. This control
signal is applied to the deflection circuit as a control voltage
or control current through a D-A converter so as to control
the voltage or current at a predetermined part of the deflec-
tion circuit. By doing this, the display size and position of
the display device can be adjusted. When a video signal
inputted to the display device is pot a known sigpal, no
corresponding information is kept in the above memory.
Therefore, the switch mounted on the front of the display
device is operated so as to input the adjustment information
of the display position and size on the screen. The control
circuit of the above microcomputer creates defiection con-
trol information on the basis of the above input information
and adjusts the display position and size.

According to the aforementioned prior art, the display
device obtatns a most suitable screen display according to
the input video signal. However, according to another prior
art, the computer controls and changes the display status.
Such a prior art is indicated in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 61-84688. According to this prior art, a
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of a video signal outputted from the computer and the
deflection frequency of the display device is changed on the
basis of this discrimination pulse.
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Accordiog to the former prior art among the aforemen-
tioned prior arts, the contro! of the display position and size
on the screen is managed by the display device. Therefore,
when adjustment is required or requested from the user of
display device, it is necessary to perform manual adjustment
using the adjustment switch of the display device each time
and it is rather troublesome to operale the system.

According to the Jalter prior art among the aforemen-
tioned prior arts, the control can be operated by the com-
puter. However, since the operation is such that the deflec-
tion frequency is simply changed on the basis of the
discrimipation pulse superimposed on the video signal, an
image cannot be adjusted to the display image (display
position and size) which is required by a user of the
computer. Namely, there is a problem imposed that the status
which 1s simply desired by the user cannot be obtaiped.
Furthermore, no consideration is given to prevention of
display (indication) of careless images (information) and
restraining of unnecessary power consumption. Even if the
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of the video signal, the video blanking level is generally
sballow in the case of the display device, so that the
discrimination pulse is displayed. Furthermore, the coptrol is
applicd only in onc direction from the computer to the
display device and no information is sent in the reverse
direction, so that there is another problem imposed that a
malfunction cannot be avoided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an
information output system wherein a computer can exercise
various types of control of an information output device
such as a display device. Another object of the present
invention is to provide an information output system for
maiotaining secrecy of information and for restraining

- power consumption. A further object of the present inven-

tion is to provide an information output system for inform-
ing the computer of the operation status of the information
oulput device so as to allow easy maintenance.

To accomplish the above objects, according to the present
invention, is an information output system consisting of at
least a computer and an information output device, the
computer is equipped with a first communication means and
the information output device is equipped with a second
communpication means. Furthermore, a control processing
means and a memory means for storing the identification
number of the computer beforehand are added to the infor-
mation output device, or a memory means for storing the
identification number of the information output device
beforehand is mounted in the computer in addition to the
first communication means. The above second commuaica-
tion means bas a plurality of communication interfaces.
Furthermore, a detection means for detecting the internal
operation status and a control processing means for judging
the detection result are added to the information output
device and an audio output means for outputting the opera-
tion status in voice is added to the computer. A second
display means for displaying the operation status is mounted
in the information output device. Or, a display means for
displaying the operation status of the information output
device is mounted in the computer.

The first communication means in the computer controls
communication with the information output device and the
second communication means in the information output
device controls commuaication with the computer. The
control processing means operates and generates control
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signals for exercising varnous types of control for the infor-
mation output device on tbe basis of control imstructions
from the second communication means and compares the
identification number of the computer stored in the memory
means with the identification number sent from the com-
puter via the first and second communication means. When
a comparison resull match occurs, the coptrol processing
means controls a predetermined part in the information
output device. _

In the memory means mounted in the computer, the
identification number for identifying the information output
device is stored beforehand. When the identification number
which is sent from the information output device via the
second and first communication means matches with the
identification number which is stored in the memory means
beforehand, the computer communicates with the informa-
tion output device.

When no comparison result match occurs, the above
control processing means coptrols so that isformation which
is sent from the computer to the information output device
is pot normally outputted from the information output
device. By doing this, information of a computer user will
not be indicated carelessly.

‘When the second communication means has a plurality of
communication interfaces, it can communicate with another
plurality of information output devices and the computer and
in the state that a plurality of similar information output
devices are compected to the computer, it can exercise
various types of control for the information output devices
and can inform the computer of the status of each informa-
tion output device.

The detection means detects the internal operation status
of the information output device and the control processing
means judges the detection result. The audio output means
indicates the operation status of the information output
device in voice on the basis of the judgment result which is
sent from the information output device to the computer via
the second and first communication means. Furthermore, the
display means mounted in the information output device
displays the above operation status. The display means
mounted in the computer performs the same operation as
that of the display means mounted in the information output
device. In this case, information which is sent to the com-
puter via the second and first communication means is used
as display information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the contents of the
memory in the display device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
essential section shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the third embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG. 5.

F1G. 7 is a block diagram showing the fourtb embodiment
of the present invention. -

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the operation outline
shown in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present invention.
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F1G. 10 is a block diagram showing the sixth embodiment
of the present jnvention.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments of the present invention will be
explained with reference to the accompanying drawings
berevnder.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present invention. In the drawing, a section 1 enclosed
by a chained line indicates a computer. In the section 1, a
reference pumeral 2 indicates a CPU (central processing
unit), 3 a display controller for generating various signals for
video display, 4 a memory, and 5 a communication control-
ler for communicating with peripheral devices. In addition,
a magnetic recording unit is mounted as a data storage
device which is not shown in the drawing.

A section 6 enclosed by another chaincd line indicates a
so-called multi-scan display device which can be applied to
various video signal specifications. In the section 6, a
reference numeral 7 indicates a microcomputer for control-
ling display of the display device 6, 8 a2 second communi-
cation controller for communicating with the above com-
munication controller 5, 9 a second mewmory, 10 a geperal
deflection circuit of the display device, 11 a video circuit of
the display device, 12 a horizontal deflection yoke, 13 a
vertical deflection yoke, and 14 a color cathode-ray tube
(bereinafter called a CDT (color display tube)) for display-
ing color images.

The operation shown in FIG. 1 is as shown below. The
computer 1 has a structure which is the same as the general
structure of a conventional personal computer or work
station and the communication controller 5 controls a com-
munication interface such as RS-232C which is installed in
the standard type. When 2 control instruction of the display
device 6 is mputted firstly by a user of the computer from a
general keyboard which is not shown in the drawing of the
computer 1, it is coded digitally by a keyboard controller
which is peither shown in the drawing and CPU 2 identifies
the ipstruction and coptrols the communication controller 5.
The communication controller 5 sends the control instruc-
tion of the display device to the display device 6. When a
cootrol instruction of the display device 6 which is included
in the software for allowing the computer 1 to operate is read
from the external storage device such as a floppy disk drive
or hard disk drive which is not shown in the drawing, CPU
2 identifies the instruction and controls the communication
controller 5. The communication controller 5 also sends the
contro! instruction of the display device to the display device
6.

Next, the display device 6 sends the control instruction
from the computer 1 which is received by the communica-
tion controller 8 to the microcomputer 7. The microcors-
puter 7 ideptifies this control instruction and geperates
control signals to the relevant portions to be adjusted in the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 11. The aforementioned
deflection circuit 10 and video circuit 11 can be adjusted in
the same way as with a conventional multiscan display and
the adjustment means has a structure which is the same as
that of a conventional multiscan display. By doing this, the
display size and position, brightness, contrast, and bue of
images displayed on the CDT 14 are made. most suitable to
a user of the computer system.
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Furthermore, WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get)
control which makes an image displayed on the display
device 6 similar to print output of an output device other
than the display, for example, a printer can be realized only
by sending a control instruction for changing the display
position and size to the display device 6 instead of operating
and generaling display data by the computer 1. The interface
part of the above display device 6 such as the communica-
tion contro} terminal is mounted on the back or side of the
display device from a viewpoint of easy connection to the
computer 1 and appearance.

Furthermore, the aforementioned communication func-
tion is used for adjustment at a factory. In this case,
necessary information is all written into the memory 9 in the
display device 6. FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the
conlents of the memory ¢ in the display device 6. For
adjustment at factory, data to be written can be all set. In a
case other than factory adjusiment, namely, for adjustment
in a system as shown in FIG. 1, to prevent data requiring no
rewriting, namely, preset values at factory such as, for
example, the number of all data or the data within the
corresponding frequency range from being erased by mis-
take or rewritten, the computer 1 sends the ID number and
the microcomputer 7 in the display device 6 checks the ID
number with the registered ID number stored in the memory
9.

A flow chart of this check is shown in F1G. 3, As shown
in the drawing, when the computer 1 and display device 6
are turned on at Step 1, each device is initialized at Step 2.
Concretely, CPU 2 and the microcomputer 7 read the
starting system software and put the penpheral circuit to be
connected to the CPU into the active state so that the next
operation can be performed. Then, at Step 3, the microcom-
puter 7 in the display device 6 waits for sending of the
identification number assigned to the computer 1, that is, the
so-called ID number from the computer 1. Next, at Step 4,
the microcomputer 7 receives the ID number which is sent
from the computer 1 and checks whether the received 1D
numhber is registered in the registered ID nurnber list which
is stored in the memory 9 in the display device 6.

When it is registered, at Step 5, the computer 1 is allowed
to control the display device 6 by external control instruc-
tions so that the user control of the display size, position,
brightness, and contrast can be performed by coutrol instruc-
tions sent from the computer 1 thereafter. On the other hand,
when the received ID number is not registered in the
memory 9, at Step 6, the display device 6 is not allowed to
be controlled by extemal control instructions thereafter.
Therefore, even if any control instruction is sent from the
computer 1, the display device 6 will not accept it

Or, at Step 5, the computer 1 may be allowed lo perform
all the adjustments which can be performed by the display
device 6, that is, the same control as that for adjustment at
factory and at Step 6, a part of the control of the display
device 6 such as display control may be allowed.

By doing this, the display device 6 can be prevented from
careless control.

The above is an example that an 1D number is sent to the
display device 6 from the computexr 1. However, needless to
say, the reverse case of the above is possible. Namely, an ID
number is sent to the computer 1 from the display device 6
so that the computer 1 identifies that the display device 6
having a communication function is connected and the
computer 1 compares the ID pumber with the ID number
registered in the computer 1. When the corresponding 1D
pumber is registered, the computer 1 controls the display
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device 6 by a predetermined control instruction. When it is
pot registered, the computer 1 judges that it cannot control
the display device 6 and will not control the display device

By doing this, the computer 1 communicates with a
specific display device 6 apd can exercise control such as
changing the color temperature of an image displayed on the
display device 6 or changing the display size depending on
the application software.

According to this embodiment, RS-232C is used as a
communication interface. However, a general-purpose inter-
face such as R$-422, RS-423, SCSI or GP-1B, or network
interface may be used. Furthermore, the embodiment may be
applied to an interface using optical signals instead of
electric signals. The above interface may be installed in the
neighborhood of the rear cabinet or lower pedestal of the
display device 6 for convenience of a user.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
menl of the present invention. According to this
embodiment, when the 1D number sent from the computer to
the display device is not registered in the memory 9, another
operation which is different from the operation shown in the
first embodiment is performed. Namely, according to this
embodiment, when the ID numbers do not match with each
other, nothing is displayed op the display device so as to
enhance the secrecy of information.

Next, the structure of F1G. 4 will be explained. In the
drawing, a reference pumeral 6A indicates another display
device which is different from the display device 6 shown in
FIG. 1, 15 a borizontal deflection circuit, 16 a vertical
deflection circuit, 17 a synchronizing signal processing
circuit, 18 a horizontal phase control circuit, 19 a horizontal
oscillating circuit, 20 a horizontal driving circuit, 21 a
borizontal deflection output circuit, 22 a video pre-amplifier
circuit, 23 a video blanking circuit, and 24 a video output
circuit. The other reference numerals which are the same as
those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same functions. The
video circuit 11 is a general video circuit consisting of the
video pre-amplifier circuit 22, video blanking circuit 23, and
video output circuit 24. The horizontal deflection circuit 15
is a general deflection circuit consisting of the synchronizing
signal processing circuit 17, borizontal phase control circuit
18, horizontal oscillating circuit 19, horizontal driving cir-
cuit 20, and horizontal deflection output circuit 21. The
vertical deflection circuit 16 is also a general circnit which
has a structure similar to that of the horizontal deflection
circuit 15,

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 4 will be explained. In
the drawing, an ID number sent from the computer 1 is
inputted into the microcomputer 7 via the communication
controller 8. The microcomputer 7 checks the above ID
nmumber with the ID oumber stored in the memory 9. When
the ID pumber stored in the memory 9 matches with the ID
number sent from the computer 1, the microcomputer 7
receives the control from the computer 1.

On the otber hand, when the check results do not match
with each other, the microcomputer 7 controls the horizontal
oscillating circuit 19, fixes the oscillation frequency to a
predetermined value, and allows the-display device 6A to
perform a horizontal deflection operation at a value different
from the horizontal frequencies of the video signal and
synchronizing signal which are sent from the computer.
Therefore, the image displayed on the CDT 14 is not
synchronized borizontally in this case and the screen content
cannot be judged. When the vertical deflection circuit 16 is
coutrolled in the same way, the image displayed on the CDT
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14 is not synchronized vertically on the screen. By control-
ling the video blanking circuit 23 of the video circuit 11, the
video display period may be blanked so that no image is
displayed on the CDT 14.

By using the aforementioned methods independently or
combined, only when a user of the computer system enters
a predetermined ID number from the keyboard, it is dis-
played correctly on the display device 6A and information
displayed on the CDT 14 can be prevented from careless
indication.

F1G. 5 is a block diagram of the third embodiment of the
present invention. According to this embodiment, the dis-
play device is provided with a plurality of communication
functions and a plurality of display devices can be connected
with the communicatioo interface. In the drawing, reference
numerals 6B, 6C, and 6D indicate display devices having the
same structure, V1, V2, and V3 lines for video signals and
synchronizing signals, C1, C2, and C3 communication lines
for, for example, RS-232C, and 1 the aforementioned com-
puter. Each of the display devices 6B, 6C, and 6D has a
plurality of video signal 1/0 terminals and communication
interface 1O terminals and a registered ID number. Accord-
ing to this embodimeant, as shown in FIG. 5, 1 is assigned to
the display device 6B as an ID number, 2 to the display
device 6C as an ID number, and 3 1o the display device 6D
as an ID pumber.

Next, the operation shown ia FIG, 5 will be explained. In
the drawing, for example, when controlling the display
device 6B from the computer 1, the ID number 1 is sent to
the line C1 and the dispiay device 6B is controlled appro-
priately from the computer 1. Next, when controlling the
display device 6C, the ID pumber 2 is sent from the
computer 1 in the same way. Then, the ID pumber is
received by the display device 6C via the lines C1 and C2
and the display device 6C can be controlled appropriately
from the computer 1.

Since a plurality of display devices can be controlled by
a computer in this way, a plurality of display devices can be
adjusted at a time, for example, at the time of delivery
adjustment at a factory. Furthermore, by using a mulii-
display system for displaying an image by assembling a
plurality of display devices and for displaying various
images on each screen, the display devices can be hued and
adjusted in brightoess simply.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG. 5. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 25 indicates a communication controller
baving two communication ports and 26 a divider of video
signals and synchronizing signals. The communication con-
troller 25 sends or receives data to or from the computer 1
in the same way as tbe communication controller § of the
display device 6 shown in FIG. 1 and also divides the
communication lines and relays other display devices. On
the other band, the divider 26 divides video signals or
synchronizing signals sent from the computer 1 or signal
source to other display devices. By using such a structure, a
plurality of display devices can be connecied 10 a computer
as shown in FIG. 5.

Next, the fourth embodiment of the present invention will
be described. FI1G. 7 is a block diagram showing the fourth
embodiment of the present invention. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 1B indicates a computer, 31 an audio
control circuit for producing 2 sound, 32 a speaker, 6E a
display device, 27 and 28 analog-digital converters
(hereinafter abbreviated to ADC), and 29 and 30 digital-
analog converiers (hereinafter abbreviated to DAC). The
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other refcrence numerals which are the same as those shown
in FIG. 1 indicate the same functions. The operation of FI1G.
7 will be explained hereunder with reference 1o the operation
flow chart shown in FIG. 8.

When the computer 1B and display device 6E are started
at Step 10 as shown in FIG. §, they start communication with
each other via the communication controllers 5 and 8 at Step
11 pext. Then, at Step 12, the computer 1B calls the display
device 6E. When no response is received, the computer 1B
judges that the display device 6E is faulty, starts the audio
control circuit 31 at Step 13, and informs the user of the
computer 1B that the display device 6E is faulty from the
speaker.

When the commupication succeeds, at Step 14, the micro-
computer 7 fetches information of the operation status of the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 11 in the display device
6E from the voltage at a predetermined part in the circuit as
digital information via the ADCs 27 and 28. Next, at Step 15,
the microcomputer 7 judges whether the value which is
fetched at Step 14 is a value in the normal operation status.
When the microcomputer 7 judges it as an error, it inforrns
the computer 1B of the faulty value via the communication
controller 8 and CPU 2 of the computer 1B allows the audio
control circuit 31 to operate and generates a message
informing an error of the display device 6E from the speaker
32. Furtbermore, CPU 2 allows the display controller 3 to
operate and displays also 2 message informing an error on
the CDT 14 wia the video circuit 11.

In this case, when an indication code informing the faulty
part is sent to the computer 1B from the display device 6E
simultaneously, the computer 1B judges the indication code
and can inform the user or a customer engineer of the display
device 6E of the faulty part by sound or display.

When the display device 6E is normal at Step 15, the
computer 1B can exercise the communication control such
as the display size, hue, and brightoess of the display device
6E at Step 17. At this step, when a control instruction is sent
to the display device 6E from the computer 1B, the micro-
computer 7 decodes the instruction and outputs the control
code to the corresponding DAC 29 or 30. The DAC 29 or 30
controls a predetermined control part at the DC control
voltage corresponding to the above control code and con-
trols the display size, position, and hue of the image dis-
played on the CDT 14. When the above series of operations
ends, the computer 1B returns to Step 14 and repeats the
operations from the monitor mode of a faulty operation of
the display device 6E to the normal operation at Step 17.

As mentioned above, the computer 1B can be informed of
a faulty operation by using the communication function of
the display device 6E. Therefore, the user can judge the
faulty part and can maintain the system easily.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present invention. This embodiment obtains the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in FIG. 7. In FIG. 9,
a reference pumeral 6F indicates a display device, 33 a
liquid. crystal display controller in the display device 6F, and
34 a liquid crystal display papel mounted in the display
device 6F. The other reference numerals which are the same
as those shown in FIGS. 1 and 7 indicate the same functions.

The operation shown in FIG. 9 is basically the same as
that shown in FIG. 7. The operation of the deflection circuit
10 or video circuit 11 is monitored by the microcomputer 7
via the ADC 27 or 28. When an error occurs, the micro-
computer 7 transmils an indication code informing the
occurrence of an error to the computer 1B via the commu-
nication line and informs the user of it by voice from the
speaker 32.
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Furthermore, the microcomputer 7 atlows the liquid crys-
tal display controller 33 in the display device 6F to operate
and displays information of the occurrence of the fault and
faulty part on the Kquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, information when an error occurs in the display device
6F can be obtained more surely.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the sixth embodiment
of the present invention. This embodiment obtains the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in FIG. 9. 1n FIG. 10,
a reference nurmeral 1C indicates a computer and 35 a liquid
crystal display controller in the computer 1C. The other
reference numerals which are the same as those shown in
FIGS. 1 and 9 indicate the same functions. In FIG. 10, the
display function for a fault and fauity operation of the
display device shown in FIG. 9 is mounted in the computer
1C.

Namely, when an error occurs in the internal circuit of the
display device 6E, the voltage detected by the ADC 27 or 28
is digitized and processed by the microcomputer 7 as faunlty
voltage occurrence information and information informing
an error is trapsmitted 10 the computer 1C via the commu-
nication controller 8. In the computer 1C, CPU 2 decodes the
transmitted faulty information. When CPU 2 identifies the
faulty part of the display device 6E, it allows the audio
contro] circuit 31 to operate as an audio signal and informs
the user of the fault by an audio message from the speaker
32 on one hand. On the other band, CPU 2 controls the liquid
crystal display controller 35 so as to display characters or
graphics on the liquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, the user of the display device 6E can be informed of apn
error or fault of the display device 6E and can maintain the
system easily.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the severth embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the drawing, a reference
pumeral 36 indicates a power supply of the deflection circuit
10 and video circuit 11. The other reference numerals which
are the same as those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same
functions.

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 11 will be explained.
In FIG. 11, when a control instruction to the display device
6 is issued from CPU 2 of the computer 1, the communi-
cation controller 5 changes the control instruction to a one
in the signal format suited to communication and sends it to
the display device 6. The display device 6 returns the signal
received by the communication controller 8 to the control
instruction which can be identified by the microcomputer 7
and sends it to the microcomputer 7. The microcomputer 7
judges the control instruction and decides the part of a
predetermined section in tbe display device 6 to be con-
trolled.

When the control instruction relates to cobtrol of the
power supply 36 and is an instruction for stopping power
supply from the power supply 36 to the deflection circuit 10,
or video circuit 11, or both circuits, the microcomputer 7
controls the power supply 36 so as to stop the above power
supply. Therefore, the image display on the CDT 14 is also
stopped.

By doing this, for example, wheb the compuler 1 is not in
operation for a predetermined period, the operation power
supply for the display device 6 can be automatically put into
the off state. Therefore, unnecessary power consumption can
be restrained and the life span of the display device can be
lengthened. The aforementioned is power supply off control.
However, needless to say, power supply on control is also
possible. Namely, in this case, when the computer 1 is turned
on or the computer 1 is changed from the function stop state
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to the active state, the microcomputer 7, power supply 36,
deflection circuit 10, and video circuit 11 perform the
reverse operation of the aforementioned so that the display
device automatically starts to display.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the drawing, a reference
pumeral 37 indicates a display controller and the other
numerals which are the same as those shown in FIG. 1
indicate units performing the same functions as those shown
in FIG. 1.

Next, the operation of FIG. 12 will be explained. In FIG.
12, video information is sent to the display device 6 from the
communication controller 5 in addition to a control instruc-
tion of the display device 6 which is explained i the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1. This video information is a
digital signal in the same way as a signal which is inputted

" to the display controller 3 in the embodiment shown in FIG.

1. The communication controller 8 of the display device 6
sends video information among the received signals to the
display controller 37. The display controller 37 performs an
operation which is tbe same as that of the display controller
shown in FIG. 1 and generates a video signal to be inputted
to a general display. By doing this, also in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 12, an effect which is the same as that shown
io FI1G. 1 can be obtained. Furthermore, in FIG. 12, since
video information is transmitted via a communication inter-
face which is connected between the computer 1 and display
device 6, a video signal line which is conventionally nec-
essary is not necessary.

Accordirg to the present invention, a user of a computer
can exercise various types of control for an information
output device such as a display device from the keyboard of
the computer or by the software incorporated in the com-
puter. Therefore, the operability of the computer system is
improved so that the system can be used easily and the user
can obtain a desired information output status easily.

When an identification number 1s set to each device, a
value which is set by the above control will pot be lost by
a careless operation of a user. By setting an identification
pumber for a specific user, the secret of information can be
protected inversely. Since the power supply for the infor-
mation output device can be controlled by the computer
when necessary, unpecessary power consumption can be
restrained.

Since the status of the information output device can be
monitored simply, the system can be protected against a
malfunction and maintained easily. Furthermore, the afore-
mentioned contro] hardware can be realized in a minimum
structure.
What is claimed is:
1. A display unit comprising:
means for receiving video signals for video display from
a video source;

memory means for storing at least display unit
information, wherein said display umit information
includes an identification number for uniquely identi-
fying the display unit; and

a communication controller capable of bi-directionally

communtcafiig with the video source;

wherein said communication controller communicates the

display unit information to the video source and the
display unit receives a signal from the video source that
is generated based on the display unit information.

2. A display unit according to claim 1, wherein the video
source is a computer.
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3. A display unit comprising: wherein said communication controller communicates the
a video circuit adapted to display video signals sent by a display unit information from the display unit to the
video source; video source and said display unit receives a signal
a memory in which at least display unit information is from said video source that is generated based on the
stored, wherein said display unit information includes $ display unit information.
an identification number for uniquely identifying the 4. A display upit according to claim 3, wherein the video
display unit; and source is a computer.

a communication controller capable of bi-directionally
communicating with the video source; * ok k4
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7 ABSTRACT

A display unit having a communication control circuit for
communicating with an externally connected computer and
which enables bi-directional communication with the dis-
play unit and the computer. The communication control
circuit includes a comparator for comparing first identifica-
tion information which is previously stored in said display
unit and second identification information which is previ-
ously stored in the computer and is sent from the computer.
The communication control circuit further includes at least
one of a communication prohibitor for prohibiting commu-
nication betwecn the computer with respect to display
contro] of the display unit, when the first and second
identification information do not match as a result of the
comparison by the comparator or communication permitter
for enabling communication for display control as a result of
a match.

29 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 2

ADDRESS 1 NUMBER OF DATA SET | REGISTERED ID NUMBERS

ADDRESS 2 DATA AREA 1 FOR DELIVERY ADJUSTMENT
ADDRESS 3 DATA AREA 2 FOR DELIVERY ADJUSTMENT
ADDRESS 1 ADJUSTMENT DATA AREA 1 FOR USER

ADDRESS 1i+1 . ADJUSTMENT DATA AREA 2 FOR USER
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FIG. 3

STEP 1 POWER ON

STEP 2 INITIALIZING
Y

STEP 3— WAITING TO RECEIVE 1D
NUMBER SENT FROM COMPUTER

COM-
PARING
RECEIVED 1D NUMBER WITH
REGISTERED. ID
NUMBE

MATCHED

STEP 4 NOT MATCHED

- STEP 6
\ J P

NOT ALLOWING DISPLAY
STEP 5-~ ALLOWING DISPLAY DEVICE TO DEVICE TO BE

BE CONTROLLED BY EXTERNAL CONTROLLED BY EXTERNAL
CONTROL INSTRUCTIONS CONTROL INSTRUCTIONS
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FIG. 9
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FIG. 10
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DISPLAY UNIT WITH CONTROLLER
ENABLING BI-DIRECTIONAL
COMMUNICATION WITH COMPUTER

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. No.
09/732,292, filed on the same date, and is a continuvation of
U.S. application Ser. No. 09/265,363, filed Mar. 10, 1999,
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,247,090 which is a continuation of U.S.
application Ser. No. 08/833,346, filed Apr. 4, 1997, now U.S.
Pat. No. 5,887,147, issued Mar. 23, 1999, which is a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 08/598,903, filed
Feb. 9, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,652,845, 1ssued Jul. 29,
1997, which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No
08/190,848, filed Feb. 3, 1994, now abandoned, the subject
matter of which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an information output
system or display apparatus including a computer and an
information output device such as a display device or a
printer as a computer terminal and more particularly to an
information output system or display apparatus for perform-
ing various types of control such as the information output
mcthod and allowing or not allowing of information output
from the computer connected to the above information
output device via a communication interface.

In current display devices as computer terminals, a wide
variety of display positions and sizes on the screen and video
signal frequencies to be displayed are used depending on
video signals to be inputted. Therefore, a display or a
so-called multi-scan display has been used so that a display
device can handle various video signals.

A microcomputer or 2 memory LSI is used 1o provide a
most suitable display image for each video signal as this type
of display device. Such a prior art is indicated in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 1-321475.

According to this prior art, the microcomputer controls
the memory which stoxes information of the display position
and size on the screen for each video signal beforeband and
reads the information of tbe most suitable display position
and size on the screen depending on the input video signal
from the memory. The microcomputer outputs a control
signal on the basis of the read information. This control
signal is applied to the deflection circuit as a control voltage
or control current through a D-A converter so as to control
the voltage or current at a predetermined part of the deflec-
tion circuit. By doing this, the display size and position of
the display device can be adjusted. When a video signal
inputted to the display device is not a known signal, no
corresponding information is kept in the above memory.
Therefore, the switch mounted on the front of the display
device is operated so as to input the adjustment information
of the display position and size on the screen. The control
circuit of the above microcomputer creates deflection con-
trol information on the basis of the above input information
and adjusts the display position and size.

According to the aforementioned prior ar, the display
device obtains a most suitable screen display according to
the input video signal. However, according to another prior
art, the computer controls and changes the display status.
Such a prior art is indicated in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 61-84688. According to tbis prior art, a
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of a video signal outputted from the computer and the
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deflection frequency of the display device is changed on ibe
basis of this discrimination pulse.

According to the former prior art among the aforemen-
tioned prior aris, the control of the display position and size
on the screen is managed by the display device. Therefore,
when adjustment is required or requested from the user of
display device, it is necessary to perform manual adjustment
using the adjustment switch of the display device each time
and it is rather troublesome 1o operate the system.

According to the latter pror art among the aforemen-
tioned prior arts, the control can be operated by the com-
puter. However, since the operation is such that the deflec-
tion frequency is simply changed on the basis of the
discrimination pulse superimposed op the video signal, an
image canpot be adjusted to the display image (display
position and size) which is required by a user of the
computer. Namely, there is a problem imposed that the status
which is simply desired by the user cannot be obtained.
Furthermore, no consideration is given to prevention of
display (indication) of careless images (information) and
restraining of unnecessary power consumption. Even if the
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of the video signal, the video blanking level is generally
shallow in the case of the display device, so that the
discrirnination pulse is displayed. Furthermore, the control is
applied only in one direction from the computer to the
display device and no informatiop is sent in the reverse
direction, so that there is apother problem imposed that a
malfunction cannot be avoided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide an
information output system wherein a computer can exercise
various types of control of an information output device
such as a display device. Another object of the present
invention is to provide an information output system for
maintaining secrecy of information apd for restraining
power consumption. A further object of the present inven-
tion is to provide an information output system for inform-
ing the computer of the operation status of the information
output device so as to allow easy maintenance.

To accomplish the above objects, according to the present
invention, in an information output system consisting of at
least a computer and an ioformation output device, the
computer is equipped with a first communication means and
the information output device is equipped with a second
communication means. Furthermore, a control processing
means and a memory means for storing the identification
number of the computer beforehand are added to the infor-
mation output device, or a memory means for storing the
identification number of the information output device
beforehand is mounted in the computer in addition to the
first commmunication means. The above second commuaica-
tion means has a plurality of communication interfaces.
Furthermore, a detection means for detecting the internal
operation status and a control processing means for judging
the detection result are added to the information output
device and an audio output means for outputting the opera-
tion status in voice is added to the computer. A second
display means for displaying the operation status is mounted
in the information output device. Or, a display means for
displaying the operation status of the information output
device is mounted in the computer.

The first communication means in the computer controls
communication with the information output device and the
second communication means in the information output
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device controls communication with the computer. The
contro} processing means operates and generates control
siguals for exercising various types of control for the infor-
mation oulput device on the basis of control instructions
from the second communication means and compares the
identification number of the computer stored in the memory
means with the identification number sent from the com-
puter via the first and second communication means. When
a comparson result match occurs, the control processing
means controls a predetermined part in the ioformation
output device.

In the memory meaps mounted in the computer, the
identification number for identifying the information output
device is stored beforehand. When the identification number
which is sent from the information output device via the
second and first communication means matches with the
identification number which is stored in the memory means
beforeband, the computer communicates with the informa-
tiop output device.

When po comparison result match occurs, the above
control processing means controls so that information which
is sent from the computer to the information output device
is not normally outputted from the information output
device. By doing this, information of a computer user will
not be indicated carelessly.

When the second communication means has a plurality of
communication interfaces, it can communicate with another
plurality of information output devices and the computer and
io the state that a plurality of similar information output
devices are connected to the computer, it can exercise
various types of control for the information output deviges
and can inform the computer of the status of each informa-
tion output device.

The detection means detects the internal operation status
of the information output device and the control processing
means judges the detection result. The audio output means
indicates the operation status of the information output
device in voice on the basis of the judgment result which is
sent from the information output device to the computer via
the second and first communication means. Furthermore, the
display means mounted in the information output device
displays the above operation status. The display means
mounted in the computer performs the same operation as
that of the display means mounted in the information output
device. In this case, information which is sent to the com-
puter via the second and first communication means is used
as display information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the contents of the
memory in the display device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a flow chart showing the operation of the
essential section shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the third embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG. 5.

F1G. 7 is a block diagram showing the fourth embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the operation outline
shown in FIG. 7.
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FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present mvention.

F1G.10is a block diagram showing the sixth embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing ibe eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments of the present invention will be
explained with reference to the accompanying drawings
bereunder.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present 1nvention. In the drawing, a section 1 enclosed
by a chained line indicates a computer. In the section 1, a
reference numeral 2 indicates a CPU (central processing
unit), 3 a display controller for generating various signals for
video display, 4 a memory, and 5 a communication cogtrol-
ler for communicating with peripberal devices. In addition,
a magnetic recording unit is mounted as a data storage
device which is not shown in the drawing.

A section 6 enclosed by another chained line indicates a
so-called multi-scan display device which can be applied to
various video signal specifications. In the section 6, a
reference pumeral 7 indicates a microcomputer for control-
ling display of the display device 6, 8 a second communi-
cation controller for communicating with the above com-
munication controller 5, 9 a second memory, 10 a general
deflection circuit of the display device, 11 a video circuit of
the display device, 12 a horizontal deflection yoke, 13 a
vertical deflection yoke, and 14 a color cathode-ray tube
(herenafier called a CDT (color display tube)) for display-
ing color images.

The operation shown in FIG. 1 is as shown below. The
computer 1 has a structure which is the same as the general
structure of a conventional personal computer or work
station and the communication controller 5 controls a com-
munication interface such as RS-232C which is installed in
the standard type. When a control instruction of the display
device 6 is inputted firstly by a user of the computer from a
general keyboard which is not shown in the drawing of the
computer 1, it is coded digitally by a keyboard controller
which is neither shown in the drawing and CPU 2 identifies
the instruction and controls the communication controller 5.
The communication controller 5 sends the control instruc-
tion of the display device to the display device 6. When a
control instruction of the display device 6 which is included
in the software for allowing the computer 1 to operate is read
from the external storage device such as a floppy disk drive
or hard disk drive which is not shown in the drawing, CPU
2 identifies the instruction and controls the communication
controller 5. The communication controller 5 also sends the
control instruction of the display device to the display device
6.

Next, the display device 6 sends the control instruction
from the computer 1 which is received by the communica-
tion controller 8 1o the microcomputer 7. The microcom-
puter 7 identifies this control ibstruction and generates
control signals to the relevant portions to be adjusted in the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 11. The aforementioned
deflection circuit 10 apd video circuit 11 can be adjusted in
the same way as with a conventional multiscan display and
the adjustment means has a structure which is the same as
that of a conventional multiscan display. By doing this, the
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display size and position, brightness, contrast, and hue of
images displayed on the CDT 14 are made most suitable to
a user of the computer system.

Furthermore, WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get)
contro} which makes an image displayed on the display
device 6 stmilar to print output of an output device other
than the display, for example, a printer can be realized only
by sendiog a control instruction for changing the display
position and size to the display device 6 instead of operating
and generating display data by the computer 1. The interface
part of the above display device 6 such as the communica-
tion contro] terminal is mounted on the back or side of the
display device from a viewpoint of easy connection to the
computer 1 apod appearance.

Furthermore, the aforementioned communication func-
tion is used for adjustment at a factory. In this case,
nccessary isformation is all written into the memory 9 in the
display device 6. FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the
contents of the memory 9 in the display device 6. For
adjustment at factory, data to be written can be all set. In a
case other than factory adjustment, namely, for adjustment
10 a system as shown in FIG. 1, to prevent data requiring no
rewriling, namely, preset values at factory such as, for
example, the number of all data or the data within the
corresponding frequency range from being erased by mis-
take or rewritten, the computer 1 sends the ID mumber and
the microcomputer 7 in the display device 6 checks the 1D
number with the registered ID number stored in the memory
9.

A flow chart of this check is shown in F1G. 3. As shown
in the drawing, when the computer 1 and display device 6
are turned on at Step 1, each device is initialized at Step 2.
Concretely, CPU 2 and the microcomputer 7 read the
startiog system software and put the peripheral circuit to be
connected to the CPU into the active state so that the pext
operation can be performed. Then, at Step 3, the microcom-
puter 7 in the display device 6 waits for sending of the
identification number assigned fo the computer 1, that is, the
so-called ID number from the computer 1. Next, at Step 4,
the microcomputer 7 receives the ID number which is sent
from the computer 1 and checks whether the received ID
number is registered in the registered ID number list which
is stored in the memory 9 in the display device 6.

When it is registered, at Step 5, the computer 1 is allowed
to control the display device 6 by external control instruc-
tions so that the user control of the display size, position,
brightness, and contrast can be performed by control instruc-
tions sent from the computer 1 thereafter. On the other band,
when the received ID number is not registered in the
memory 9, at Step 6, the display device 6 is not allowed to
be controlled by external control instructions thereafler.
Therefore, even if any control instruction is sent from the
computer 1, the display device 6 will not accept it.

Or, at Step 5, the computer 1 may be allowed to perform
all the adjustments which can be performed by the display
device 6, that is, the same control as that for adjustment at
factory and at Step 6, a part of the control of the display
device 6 snch as display control may be allowed.

By doing this, the display device 6 can be prevented from
careless control

The above is an example that an ID pumber is sent to the
display device 6 from the computer 1. However, needless to
say, the reverse case of the above is possible. Namely, an ID
pumber is sent to the computer 1 from the display device 6
so that the computer 1 identifies that the display device 6
baving a communication function is connected and the
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computer 1 compares the ID number with the ID pumber
registered 1n the computer . When the corresponding 1D
number is registered, the computer 1 conirols the display
device 6 by a predetermined control instruction. When it is
not registered, the computer 1 judges that it cannot control
the display device 6 and will not control the display device

By doing this, the computer 1 communicates with a
specific display device 6 and can exercise control such as
changing the color temperature of an image displayed on the
display device 6 or changing the display size depending on
the application software.

According to this embodiment, RS-232C is used as a
communication interface. However, a general-purpose inter-
face such as RS-422, RS-423, SCSI or GP-1B, or network
interface may be used. Furthermore, the embodiment may be
applied 10 an interface using optical signals instead of
electric signals. The above interface may be installed in the
peighborhood of the rear cabinet or lower pedestal of the
display device 6 for convenience of a user.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
ment of the present invention. According to this
embodimen!, when the 1D number sent from the computer to
the display device is not registered in the memory 9, anotber
operation which is different from the operation shown in the
first embodiment is performed. Namely, according to this
embodiment, when the ID numbers do not match with each
other, nothing is displayed on the display device so as to
enhance the secrecy of information.

Next, the structure of F1G. 4 will be explained. 1n the
drawing, a reference numeral 6A indicates another display
device which is different from the display device 6 shown in
FIG. 1, 15 a horizontal deflection circuit, 16 a vertical
deflection circuit, 17 a synchronizing sigmal processing
circuit, 18 a horizontal phase control circuit, 19 a horizontal
oscillating circuit, 20 a honzontal driving circuit, 21 a
borizontal deflection output circuit, 22 a video pre-amplifier
circuit, 23 a video blanking circuit, and 24 a video output
circuit. The other reference numerals which are the same as
those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same functions. The
video circuit 11 is a general video circuit consisting of the
video pre-amplifier circuit 22, video blanking circuit 23, and
video output circuit 24. The borizontal defiection circuit 15
is a general deflection circuit consisting of the synchronizing
signal processing circuit 17, horizontal phase control circuit
18, horizontal oscillating circuit 19, horizontal driving cir-
cuit 20, apd borizontal deflection output circuit 21. The
vertical deflection circuit 16 is also a general circvit which
has a structure similar to that of the horizontal deflection
circuit 15.

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 4 will be explained. In
tbe drawing, an 1D pumber sent from the computer 1 is
inputted into the microcomputer 7 via the communication
controller 8. The microcompuier 7 checks the above ID
number with the ID number stored in the memory 9. When
the ID pumber stored in the memory 9 matches with the ID
pumber sent from the computer 1, the microcomputer 7
receives the control from the computer 1.

On the other hand, when the check results do not match
with each other, the microcomputer 7 controls the horizontal
oscillating circuit 19, fixes the oscillation frequency to a
predetermined value, and allows the display device 6A to
perform a horizontal deflection operation at a value different
from the borizontal frequencies of the video signal and
synchronizing signal which are sent from the computer.
Therefore, the image displayed on the CDT 14 is not
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synchronized horizontally in this case and the screen content
cannot be judged. When the vertical deflection circuit 16 is
controlled in the same way, the image displayed on the CDT
14 is not synchronized vertically on the screen. By control-
ling the video blanking circuit 23 of the video circuit 11, the
video display period may be blanked so that no image is
displayed on the CDT 14.

By using the aforementioned methods independently or
combined, only when a user of the computer system enters
a predetermined ID number from the keyboard, it is dis-
played correctly on the display device 6A and information
displayed on the CDT 14 can be prevented from careless
indication.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the third embodiment of the
present invention. According to this embodiment, the dis-
play device is provided with a plurality of communication
functions and a plurality of display devices can be connected
with the communication interface. In the drawing, reference
numerals 6B, 6C, and 6D indicate display devices having the
same structure, V1, V2, and V3 lines for video signals and
synchronizing signals, C1, C2, and C3 communication lines
for, for example, RS-232C, and 1 the aforementioned com-
puter. Each of the display devices 6B, 6C, and 6D has a
plurality of video signal I/0 terminals and communication
interface I/O terminals and a registered ID number. Accord-
ing to this embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5, 1 is assigned to
the display device 6B as an ID number, 2 to the display
device 6C as ap ID number, and 3 to the display device 6D
as an ID number.

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 5 will be explained. In
the drawing, for example, when conirolling the display
device 6B from the computer 1, the ID number 1 is sent to
the line C1 and the display device 6B is controlled appro-
priately from the computer 1. Next, when controlling the
display device 6C, the ID pumber 2 is sent from the
computer 1 in the same way. Then,;the ID number is
received by the display device 6C via the lines C1 and C2
and the display device 6¢ can be controlled appropriately
from the computer 1.

Since a plurality of display devices can be controlled by
a computer in this way, a plurality of display devices can be
adjusted at a time, for example, at the time of delivery
adjustment at a factory. Furthermore, by using a muli-
display system for displaying an image by assembling a
plurality of display devices and for displaying various
images on each screen, the display devices can be hued and
adjusted in brightness simply.

F1G. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG. §. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 25 indicates a communication controller
baving two communication ports and 26 a divider of video
signals and synchronizing signals. The communication con-
troller 25 sends or receives data to or from the computer 1
in the same way as the communication controller 8§ of the
display device 6 shown-in FIG. 1 and also divides the
communication lines and relays other display devices. On
the other band, the divider 26 divides video signals or
synchronizing signals sent from the computer 1 or signal
source to other display devices. By using such a structure, a
plurality of display devices can be connected to a computer
as shown in FIG. §.

Next, the fourth embodiment of the present invention will
be described. FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing the fourth
embodiment of the present invention. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 1B indicates a computer, 31 an audio
control circuit for producing a sound, 32 a speaker, 6E a
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display device, 27 and 28 analog-digital converters
(bereinafier abbreviated to ADC), and 29 and 30 digital-
analog converters (hereinafter abbreviated to DAC). The
other reference numerals which are the same as those shown
in FIG. 1 indicate the same functions. The operation of FIG.
7 will be explained hereunder with reference to the operation
flow chari shown in FIG. 8.

When the computer 1B and display device 6E are started
at Step 10 asshown in FIG. §, they start communication with
each other via the communication controllers 5 and 8 at Step
11 next. Then, at Step 12, the computer 1B calls the display
device 6E. When no response is received, the computer 1B
judges that the display device 6E is faulty, starts the audio
control circuit 31 at Step 13, and informs the user of the
computer 1B that the display device 6E is faulty from the
speaker.

When the communication succeeds, at Step 14, the micro-
computer 7 fetches information of the operation status of the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 11 in the display device
GE from the voltage at a predetermined part in the circuit as
digital information via the ADCs 27 and 28. Next, at Step 15,
the microcomputer 7 judges whether the value which is
fetched at Step 14 is a value in the normal operation status.
When the microcomputer 7 judges it as ap error, it informs
the computer 1B of the faulty value via the communication
controller 8 and CPU 2 of the computer 1B allows the audio
control circuit 31 to operate and generates a message
informing an error of the display device 6E from the speaker
32. Furthermore, CPU 2 allows the display controller 3 to
operate and displays also a message informing an error on
the CDT 14 via the video circuit 11.

In this case, when an indication code informing the faulty
part is sent lo the computer 1B from the display device 6E
simultancously, the computer 1B judges the indication code
and can inform the user or a customer engineer of the display
device 6E of the faulty part by sound or display.

When the display device 6E is normal at Step 15, the
computer 1B can exercise the communication control such
as the display size, bue, and brightness of the display device
6E at Step 17. At this step, when a control instruction is sent
to the display device 6E from the computer 1B, the micro-
computer 7 decodes the instruction and outputs the control
code to the corresponding DAC 29 or 30. The DAC 29 or 30
controls a predetermined control part at the DC control
voltage corresponding to the above control code and con-
trols the display size, position, and hue of the image dis-
played on the CDT 14. When the above series of operations
ends, the compuler 1B returns to Step 14 and repeals the
operations from the monitor mode of a faulty operation of
the display device 6E to the pormal operation at Step 17.

As mentioned above, the computer 1B can be informed of
a faulty operation by using the communication function of
the display device 6E. Therefore, the user can judge the
faulty part and can maintain the system easily.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present invention. This ensbodiment obtains the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in F1G. 7. In FI1G. 9,
a reference numeral 6F indicates a display device, 33 a
liquid crystal display controller in the display device 6F, and
34 a liquid crystal display panel mounted in the display
device 6F. The other reference numerals which are the same
as those shown in FIGS. 1 and 7 indicate the same functions.

The operation shown in FIG. 9 is basically the same as
that shown in F1G. 7. The operation of the deflection circuit
10 or video circuit 11 is monitored by the microcomputer 7
via the ADC 27 or 28. When an error occurs, the micro-
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computer 7 transmits an indication code informing the
occurrence of an eror to the computer 1B via the commu-
nication line and informs the user of it by voice from the
speaker 32.

Furthermore, the microcoraputer 7 allows the liquid crys-
tal display controller 33 in the display device 6F to operate
and displays information of the occurrence of the fault and
faulty part on the liquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, information when an error occwrs in the display device
6F can be obtained more surely.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the sixtb embodiment
of the present invention. This embodiment obtains the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in F1G. 9. In F1G. 10,
a reference numeral 1C indicates a computer and 35 a liquid
crystal display controller in the computer 1C. The other
reference numerals which are the same as those shown in
FIGS. 1 and 9 indicate the same functions. In FIG. 10, the
display function for a fault and faulty operation of the
display device shown in F1G. 9 is mounted in the computer
1C.

Namely, when an error occurs in the interpal circuit of the
display device 6E, the voltage detected by the ADC 27 or 28
is digitized and processed by the microcomputer 7 as faulty
voltage occurrence information and information informing
an error is transmitted to the computer 1C via the commu-
nication controller 8. 1o the computer 1C, CPU 2 decodes the
transmitted faulty information. When CPU 2 identifies the
faulty part of the display device 6E, it allows the audio
control circuit 31 to operate as an audio signal and informs
the user of the fault by an audio message from the speaker
32 onone hand. On the other hand, CPU 2 controls the liquid
crystal display controller 35 so as to display characlers or
graphics on the liquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, the user of the display device 6E can be informed of an
error or fault of the display device 6E and can maintain the
system easily.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the drawing, a reference
numeral 36 indicates a power supply of the deflection circuit
10 and video circuit 11, The other reference numerals which
are the same as those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same
functions.

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 11 will be explained.
In FIG. 11, when a control instruction to the display device
6 is issued from CPU 2 of the computer 1, the communi-
cation controller § changes the control instruction 1o a one
in the signal format suited to communication and sends it to
the display device 6. The display device 6 returns the signal
received by the communication controller 8 to the control
instruction which can be identified by the microcomputer 7
and sends it to the microcomputer 7. The microcomputer 7
judges the control instruction and decides the part of a
predetermined section in the display device 6 to be con-
trolled.

When the control instruction relates to control of the
power supply 36 and is an instruction for stopping power
supply from the power supply 36 to the deflection circuit 10,
or video circuit 11, or both circuits, the microcomputer 7
controls the power supply 36 so as to stop the above power
supply. Therefore, the image display on the CDT 14 is also
stopped.

By doing this, for example, when the computer 1 is not in
operation for a predetermined period, the operation power
supply for the display device 6 can be automatically put into
the off state. Therefore, unnecessary power consumption can
be restrained and the life span of the display device can be
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lengtbened. The aforementioned is power supply off control.
However, needless 1o say, power supply on control is also
possible. Namely, in this case, when the computer 1 1s turned
on or the computer 1 s changed from the function stop state
to the active state, the microcomputer 7, power supply 36,
defiection circuit 10, and video circuit 11 perform the
reverse operation of the aforementioned so that the display
device automatically starts to display.

F1G. 12 is a block diagram showing the eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention. In the drawing, a reference
rumera} 37 indicates a display controller and the other
numerals which are the same as those shown in FIG. 1
indicate units performing the same functions as those shown
io FIG. 1.

Next, the operation of FIG. 12 will be explained. In FIG.
12, video information is sent to the display device 6 from the
communication controller 5 in addition to a control instruc-
tion of the display device 6 which is explained in the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1. This video information is a
digital signal in the same way as a signal which is inputted
10 the display controller 3 in the embodiment shown in FIG.
1. The communication controller 8 of the display device 6
sends video information among the received signals to the
display controller 37. The display controller 37 performs an
operation which is the same as that of the display controller
shown in FIG. 1 and generates a video signal to be inputted
10 a general display. By doipg this, also in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 12, an effect which is the same as that shown
in FIG. 1 can be obtained. Furtbermore, in FIG. 12, since
video information is transmitted via a communication inter-
face which is connected between the computer 1 and display
device 6, a video signal line which is conventionally nec-
essary 1S ot necessary. .

According to the present invention, a user of a computer
can exercise various types of control for an infonmation
output device such as a display device from the keyboard of
the computer or by the software incorporated in the com-
puter. Therefore, the operability of the computer system is
improved so that the system can be used easily and the user
can obtain a desired information output status easily.

When an identification number is set to each device, 2
value which is set by the above control will pot be lost by
a careless operation of a user. By setting an identification
number for a specific user, the secret of information can be
protected inversely. Since the power supply for the infor-
matjon output device can be controlled by the computer
when pecessary, unnecessary power consumption can be
restrained.

Since the status of the information output device can be
monitored simply, the system can be protected against a
malfupction aod maintained easily. Furthermore, the afore-
mentioned control hardware can be realized in a minimum
structure.

What 1s claimed is:

1. A display unit having a communication control circuit
for communicating with an externally connected computer,
wherein said communication costrol circuit comprises:

comparing means for comparing a first identification

ioformatior which is previously stored in said display
upit and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sept from said
computer; and

a communication prohibition means for prohibiting com-

mupication between said computer with respect to
display control of said display unit, wheb said first and
second identification information do not match as a
result of the comparison by said comparing means;



Case3:05-cv-02301-CRB  Documentl Filed06/06:/05é Page51 of 75

/

7/

-US 6,549,970 B2 ‘

1

wherein said communication control circuit enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

2. A display unit according to claim 1, wherein said first
and second identification information include an identifica-
tion number.

3. A display unit having a communication control circuit
for communicating with an externally connected computer,
wherein said communication control circuit comprises:

comparing means for comparing a first identification

information which is previously stored in said display
unit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and

a reception prohibition means for prohibiting reception of

a control command from said cowputer, for controlling
at least one of a display size, a display position, a
brightoess, and a contrast of said display unit, when
said first and second identification information do not
match as a result of the comparison by said comparing
means;

wherein said communication control circuit enables

bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.
4. A display unit according to claim 3, wherein said first
and second identification information include an identifica-
tion pumber.
5. A display unit baving a commurication control circuit
for communicating with an externally connected computer,
wherein said commurication control circuit comprises:
memory means for storing at least data of a frequency
range to which said display unit is operable;

comparing means for comparing a first identification
information which is previously stored in said display
unit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and

a communication permissios means for permitting com-

munication between said computer, at least with respect
to said data of a frequency range stored in said memory
means, when said first and second identification infor-
mation match as a result of the comparison by said
comparing means;

wherein said communication control circuit enables

bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

6. A display unit according to claim 5, wherein said first
identification information is stored in said memory means.

7. A display unit according to claim 5, wherein said data

relating at least to a display specification of said display unit.

stored in said memory means, includes data of a frequency
range to which said display unit is operable.
8. A display unit according to claim 5, wherein said first
and second identification information include an identifica-
tion number.
9. A display unit baving a communication control circuit
for communicating with an externally connected computer,
wherein said communication control circuit comprises:
memory means for storing at least data of a frequency
range for which said display unit is operable;

comparing means for comparing a first identification
information which is previously stored in said display
unit in advance, and a second identification information
which is previously stored in said computer and is sent
from said computer; and

a communication prohibition means for prohibiting coro-

munication between said computer, at least with respect
to said data of a frequency range stored in said memory
means, when said first and second identification infor-
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mation do not match as a result of the comparison by
said comparing means;

wherein said communication coptrol circuit enables

bi-directional commubication with said display unit
and said computer.
10. A display unit according to claim 9, wherein the
control of sard memory means includes rewriting or writing
contro! of said data in said memory meaps.
11. A display unit according to claim 9, wherein said first
identification information is stored in said memory means.
12. A display unit according to claim 9, wherein said data
relaling at least to a display specification of said display unit
stored in said memory means, includes data of a frequency
range to which said display unit is operable.
13. A display unit according to claim 9, wherein said first
and second identification information include an identifica-
tion pumber.
14. A display unit having a communication coptro] circuit
for communicating with an externally conpected computer,
wherein said communication control circuit comprises:
comparing means for comparing a first identification
information which is previously stored in said display
unit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and
a compounication permission means for enabling display -
control by said computer and permitting communica-
tion between said computer and said display unit with
respect to display control of said display umit, when
said first and second identification information malch
as a result of the comparison by said comparing means,

wherein said communication conlrol circuit enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

15. A display unit having a communication control circuit
for communicating with an exterally connected computer,
wherein said commupnication control circuit comprises:

comparing means for comparing a first identification

information which is previously stored in said display
unit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and

a reception permission means for enabling conirol of a

display size/position of said display unit by said com-
puter and permitting reception of a control command
from said computer for controlling at Jeast the display
size/position of said display unit, when said first and
second identification information match as a result of
the comparison by said comparing means,

wherein said communication control circuit enables

bi-directional comrunication with said display umit
and said computer.
16. A display unit for displaying an image based upon a
digital image information signal, inputting said digital image
information signal from an externally connected computer,
comprising:
comparing means for comparing a first identification
information which is previously stored in said display -
upit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and
a communication permission means for enabling display
control by said computer and permitting communica-
tion between said computer and said display unit with
respect to display control of said display unit, when
said first and second identification information match
as a result of the comparison by said comparing means,

funther comprising a communication controller which
enables bj-directional communication with said display
unit and said computer.
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17. A display unit for displaying an image based upon a
digilal image information signal, inputting said digital image
information signal from an externally connected computer,
comprising:

comparing means for comparing a first identification
information which is previously stored in said display
unit, and a second identification information which is
previously stored in said computer and is sent from said
computer; and

a communication prohibition means for disabling control
of said memory means by said computer and prohib-
iting communication between said computer and said
memory means of said display unit, when said first and
second identification information do not match as a
result of the comparison by said comparing means,

further comprising a communication controller which
enables bi-directional communication with said display
unit and said computer.

18. A display unit for displaying an image based upon an
image signal inputted from an externally coonected
computer, comprising:

memory means for storing an identification number for
making said compuler recognize that said display unit
is communicatable with said computer; and

a communication contro] means for sending said identi-
fication number stored in said memory means to said
computer,

wherein said communication control means enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

19. A display unit for displaying an image based upon ao
image sigpal inputted from an externally conpected
compuler, comprising:

memory means for storing an identification pumber for
making said computer recognize that said display unit
is communicatable with said computer; and

a communication control means for sending said identi-
fication number stored in said memory means to said
compuler ip response to power on of at least one said
display unit and said computer,

wherein said communication contro]l means enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

20. A display unit for displaying an image based wpon an
image signal inpuited from an externally connected
computer, comprising:

a memory which stores an identification number for
making said computer recognize that said display unit
is communicatable with said computer; and

a communication controller connected to said memory
which sends said identification number stored in said
memory to said computer,

wherein said communication controller enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.

21. A display unit for displaying an image based upon an
image signal inputted from an externally connected
computer, comprising;

.2 memory which stores ap identification number for
making said computer recognize that said display unit
is communicatable with said computer; and

a communication controller which sends said identifica-
tion number stored in said memory to said computer in
response to power on of at least one of said display unit
and said computer,

wherein said communication controller enables
bi-directional communication with said display unit
and said computer.
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22. A method of communicating between a display unit
and a video source from which video signals are sent to the
display unit for display, the method comprising the steps of:

commaunicating display unit information stored in a
memory of the display unit from the display unit to the
video source, wherein said display unit information
includes an identification number for uniguely identi-
fying the display unit; and

sending a signal from the video source 1o the display unit,
wherein said sigpal is generated based on the display
unit information,

wherein information is bi-directiopally comrmunicated

with the video source and tbe display unit.

23. A display unit for displaying an image based on an
image signal inputted from an externally connected
computer, comprising:

a processor adapted to control display of the display unit;

a memory which stores an identification number; and

a communication controller which sends the identification

number stored in said memory to said computer;

wherein said communication controller cnables
bi-directional communication between said display and
said computer.

24. A display unit according to claim 23, further com-
prising a deflection circuit, wherein the processor generates
control signals for the deflection circuit.

25. A display unit for displaying an image based on an
image signal ioputted from an externally connected
computer, comprising:

a processor adapted to control display of the display unit;

a memory which stores identification information; and

a communication controller which sends the identification

information stored in said memory to said computer in
response to power on of at least one of said display vnit
and said computer;

wherein said communication controller enables

bi-directional communication between said display and
said computer.

26. A display unit according to claim 25, further com-
prising a deflection circuit, wherein the processor generates
control signals for the deflection circuit.

27. A display unit for displaying an image based on an
image signal inputted from an externally copnected video
source, comprising:

a processor adapled to control display of the display unit;

a memory in which at least display unit information is
stored, wherein the display unit information incudes an
identification number for identifying the display unit;
and

a communication controller capable of bi-directionally
commupicating with the video source;

wherein the communication controller communicaltes the
display unit information from the display unit to the
video source and the display unit receives a signal from
the video source that is generated based on the display
unit information.

28. A display unit according to claim 27, wherein the

video source is a computer.

29. A display unit according to claim 28, further com-

prising a deflection circuit, wherein the processor generates
control signals for the deflection circuit.

* % % k%
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FIG. 3
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FIG. 8
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FIG. 9
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DISPLAY UNIT AND METHOD ENABLING
BI-DIRECTIONAL COMMUNICATION WITH
VIDEO SOURCE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is related to U.S. application Ser. No.
09/732,291, filed oo the same date, and is a continuation of
U.S. application Ser. No. 09/265,363, filed Mar. 10, 1999,
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,247,090 which is a continuation of U.S.
application Ser. No. 08/833,346, filed Apr. 4, 1997, now U.S.
Pat. No. 5,887,147, issued Mar. 23, 1999, which is a
continuation of U.S. application Ser. No. 08/598,903, filed
Feb. 9, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,652,845, issued Jul. 29,
1997, which is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. No.
08/190,848, filed Feb. 3, 1994, now abandoned, the subject
matter of which is incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to an information output
system or display apparatus including a computer and ap
information output device such as a display device or a
printer as a computer terminal and more particularly to an
information output system or display apparatus for perform-
ing various types of control such as the information output
method and allowing or not allowing of information output
from the computer connected to the above information
output device via a communication interface.

In current display devices as computer terminals, a wide
variety of display positions and sizes on the screen and video
signal frequencies to be displayed are used depending on
video sigpals to be inputted. Therefore, a display or a
so-called multi-scan display has been used so that a display
device can handle various video signals.

A microcomputer or a memory LSI is used to provide a
most suitable display image for each video sigpal as this type
of display device. Such a prior art is indicated in Japanese
Patent Application Laid-Open No. 1-321475.

According to this prior art, the microcomputer controls
the memory which stores information of the display position
and size on the screen for each video signal beforehand and
reads the information of the most suitable display position
and size on the screen depending on the Input video signal
from the memory. The microcomputer outputs a control
signal oo the basis of the read information. This control
signal is applied to the deflection circuit as a control voltage
or control current through a D-A converter so as to control
the voltage or current at a predetermined part of the deflec-
tion circuit. By doing this, the display size and position of
the display device can be adjusted. When a video signal
inputted to the display device is not a known signal, no
corresponding information is kept in the above memory.
Therefore, the switch mounted on the front of the display
device is operated so as to input the adjustment information
of the display position and size on the screen. The control
circuit of the above microcomputer creates defiection con-
trol information on the basis of the above input information
and adjusts the display position and size.

According to the aforementioned prior art, the display
device obtains a most suitable screen display according to
the input video signal. However, according to another prior
art, the computer controls and changes the display status.
Such a prior art is indicated in Japanese Patent Application
Laid-Open No. 61-84688. According to this prior atl, a
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of a video signal outputted from the computer and the
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deflection frequency of the display device is changed on the
basis of this discrimination pulse.

According to the former prior art among the aforemen-
tioned prior arts, the contro! of the display position and size
on the screen is managed by the display device. Therefore,
when adjustment is required or requested from the user of
display device, it is necessary to perform manual adjustment
using the adjustment switch of the display device each time
and it is rather troublesome to operate the system.

According to the latier prior art among the aforemen-
tioned prior arts, the control can be operated by the com-
puter. However, since the operation is such that the deflec-
tion frequency is simply changed on the basis of the
discrimination pulse superimposed on the video signal, an
image cannot be adjusted to the display image (display
position and size) which is required by a user of the
computer. Namely, there is a problem imposed that the status
which 1s siroply desired by the user cannot be obtained.
Furthermore, no consideration is given to prevention of
display (indication) of careless images (information) and
restraining of uonecessary power consumption. Even if the
discrimination pulse is superimposed at the blanking interval
of the video signal, the video blanking level is generally
shallow in the case of the display device, so that the
discrimination pulse is displaced. Furthermore, the control is
applied only in one direction from the computer to the
display device and no information is sent in the reverse
direction, so that there is anotber problem imposed that a
malfenction cannot be avoided.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide am
information output system wherein a computer can exercise
various types of control of an information output device
such as a display device. Aunother object of the present
invention is to provide an information output system for
maintaining secrecy of information and for restraining
power consumption. A further object of the present inven-
tion 1s to provide an infonmation output system for inform-
ing the computer of the operation status of the information
output device so as to allow easy maintenance.

To accomplish the above objects, accerding to the present
invention, in ap information output system consisting of at
least a computer and ap information output device, the
compulter is equipped with a first communication means and
the information output device is equipped with a second
commupication means. Furthermore, a conirol processing
means and a memory means for storing the identification
oumber of the computer beforehand are added to the infor-
mation oulput device, or 2 memory means for storing the
identification pumber of the information output device
beforehand is mounted in the computer in addition to the
first communication means. The above second communica-
tion means has a plurality of communication interfaces,
Furthermore, a detection means for detecting the internal
operation stafus and a control processing means for judging
the detection result are added to the information output
device and an audio output means for outputting the opera-
tiop status in voice is added to the computer. A second
display means for displaying the operation status is mounted
in the information output device. Or, a display means for
displaying the operation status of the information output
device is moupted in the computer.

The first communication means in the computer conlrols
communication with the information output device and the
second communication means in the information output
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device controls communication with the computer. The
control processing means operates and generates control
signals for exereising vanious types of control for the infor-
mation output device on the basis of control iostructions
from the second communication means and compares the
identification number of the computer stored in the memory
means with the identification number sent from the com-
puter via the first and second commupication means. When
a comparison result match occurs, the control processing
means conirols a predetermined part in the information
output device.

In the memory means mounted in the computer, the
identification number for identifying the information output
device is stored beforehand. When the identification number
which is sent from the information output device via the
second and first communication means matches with the
identification number which is stored in the memory means
beforeband, the computer communicates with the informa-
tion output device.

‘When no comparison result match occurs, the above
contro] processing means controls so that information which
is sent from the coraputer to the information output device
is not normally outputied from the information output
device. By doing this, information of a computer user will
not be indicated carelessly.

‘When the second communication means has a plurality of
communication interfaces, it can communicate with another
plurality of information output devices and the computer and
in the state that a plurality of similar information output
devices are conmnected to the computer, it can exercise
various types of contro] for the information output devices
and can inform the computer of the stams of each informa-
tion output device. '

The detection means detects the internal operation status
of the information output device and the control processing
means judges the detection result. The audio output means
indicates the operation status of the information output
device in voice on the basis of the judgment result which is
sent from the information output device to the computer via
the second and first communication meapns. Furthermore, the
display means mounted in the information output device
displays the above operation staius. The display means
mounted in the computer performs the same operation as
that of the display means mounted in the information output
device. In this case, information which is sent to the com-
puter via the second and first communication means is used
as display information.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present invention. :

FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the contents of the
memory in the display device shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a2 fiow chart showing the operation of the
essential section shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the third embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG, S.

F1G. 7 is a block diagram showing the fourth embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flow chart showing the operation outline
shown in FIG. 7.
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FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present 1nvention.

F1G. 10 is a block diagram showing the sixth embodiment
of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The embodiments of the present invention will be
explained with reference to the accompanying drawings
hereunder.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the first embodiment
of the present invention. In the drawing, a section 1 enclosed
by a chaiped lie indicates a computer. In the section 1, a
reference pumeral 2 indicates a CPU (central processing
ugit), 3 a display controller for generating various signals for
video display, 4 a memory, and 5 2 communpication control-
ler for communicating with peripheral devices. In addition,
a magpetic recording unit is mounted as a data storage
device which is not shown in the drawing.

A section 6 enclosed by another chained line indicates a
so-called multi-scan display device which can be applied to
various video signal specifications. In the section 6, a
reference numeral 7 indicates a microcomputer for control-
ling display of the display device 6, 8 a second commupi-
cation controller for communicating with the above com-
munication coptroller 5, 9 a second memory, 10 a general
deflection circuit of the display device, 11 a video circuit of
the display device, 12 a horizontal deflection yoke, 13 a
vertical deflection yoke, and 14 a color cathode-ray tube
(hereinafter called a CDT (color display tube)) for display-
ing color images.

The operation shown in FIG. 1 is as shown below. The
computer 1 has a structure which is the same as the general
structure of a comventional personal computer or work
station and the communication controller 5 controls a com-
paunication interface such as RS-232C which is installed in
the standard type. When a control instruction of the display
device 6 is inputted firstly by a user of the computer from a
general keyboard which is not shown in the drawing of the
computer 1, it is coded digitally by a keyboard controller
which is neither shown in the drawing and CPU 2 identifies
the instruction and controls the communication controller 5.
The communication controller 5 sends the control instruc-
tion of the display device to the display device 6. When a
cootrol instruction of the display device 6 which is included
in the software for allowing the computer 1 to operate is read
from the external storage device such as a floppy disk drive
or hard disk drive which is not shown in the drawing, CPU
2 identifies the instruction and controls the communication
controller 5. The communication controller 5 also sends the
control instruction of the display device to the display device
6. .

Next, the display device 6 sends the control instruction
from the computer 1 which is received by the communica-
tion controller 8 to the microcomputer 7. The microcom-
puter 7 identifies this control instruction and generates
control signals to the relevant portions to be adjusted in the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 11. The aforementioned
deflection circuit 10 and video circuit 11 can be adjusted in
the same way as with a conventional multiscan display and
the adjustment means bas a structure which is the same as
that of a conventional multiscan display. By doing this, the
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display size and position, brightness, contrast, and hue of
images displayed on the CDT 14 are made most suitable to
a user of the computer systerm.

Furthermore, WYSIWYG (what you see is what you get)
control which makes an image displayed on the display
device 6 similar to print output of an output device other
than the display, for example, a printer can be realized only
by sending a control instruction for changing the display
position and size 10 the display device 6 instead of operating
and generating display data by the computer 1. The interface
part of the above display device 6 such as the commusica-
tion contro! terminal js mounted on the back or side of the
display device from a viewpoint of easy connection to the
computer 1 and appearance.

Furthermore, the aforementioned communication func-
tion is used for adjustment at a factory. In this case,
pecessary information is all written into the reemory 9 in the
display device 6. FIG. 2 is a memory map showing the
contents of the memory 9 in the display device 6. For
adjustment at factory, data to be written can be all set. In a
case other than factory adjustment, namely, for adjustment
io a system as shown in FIG. 1, to prevent data requiring no
rewriting, namely, preset values at factory such as, for
example, the number of all data or the data within the
corresponding frequency range from being erased by mis-
take or rewritten, the computer 1 sends the ID number and
the microcomputer 7 in the display device 6 checks the ID
pumber with the registered ID pumber stored in the memory
9.

A flow chart of this check is shown in FIG. 3. As shown
in the drawing, when the computer land display device 6 are
turned oo at Step 1, each device is initialized at Step 2.
Concretely, CPU 2 and the microcomputer 7 read the
starting system software and put the peripheral circuit to be
conoected to the CPU into the active state so that the next
operation can be performed. Then, at Step 3, the microcom-
puter 7 in the display device 6 waits for sending of the
identification number assigned 1o the computer 1, that is, the
so-called 1D nuruber from the computer 1. Next, at Step 4,
the microcomputer 7 receives the ID number which is sent
from the computer 1 and checks whether the received ID
number is registered in the registered ID number list which
is stored in the memory 9 ip the display device 6.

‘When it is registered, at Step 5, the computer 1 is allowed
to control the display device 6 by external control instruc-
tions so that the user control of the display size, position,
brightness, and contrast can be performed by control instruc-
tions sent from the computer 1 thereafter. On the other hand,
when the received ID pumber is not registered in the
memory 9, at Step 6, the display device 6 is not allowed to
be controlled by exterpal conmtrol instructions thereafter.
Therefore, even if any control isstruction is sent from the
computer 1, the display device 6 will not accept it.

Or, at Step 5, the computer 1 may be allowed to perform
all the adjustments which can be performed by the display
device 6, that is, the same coptrol as that for adjustment at
factory and at Step 6, a part of the control of the display
device 6 such as display control may be allowed.

By doing this, the display device 6 can be prevented from
careless control.

The above is an example that an ID pumber is sent to the
display device 6 from the computer 1. However, needless to
say, the reverse case of the above is possible. Namely, an ID
number is sent to the computer 1 from ibe display device 6
so that the computer 1 identifies that the display device 6
baving a communication function is connected and the
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computer 1 compares the ID number with the 1D number
registered in the computer 1. When the corresponding 1D
number is registered, the computer 1 controls the display
device 6 by a predetermined control instruction. When it is
not registered, the computer 1 judges that it canpot control
the display device 6 and will not control the display device
6.

By doing this, the computer 1 communicales with a
specific display device 6 and can exercise control such as
changing the color temperature of an image displayed on the
display device 6 or changing the display size depending on
the application software.

According to this embodiment, RS-232C is used as a
communication interface. However, a general-purpose inter-
face such as RS-422, RS-423, SCSI or GP-IB, or network
interface may be used. Furthermore, the embodiment may be
applied to an interface using optical signals instead of
electric signals. The above interface may be installed in the
neighborhood of the rear cabinet or lower pedestal of the
display device 6 for convenience of a user.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram showing the second embodi-
ment of the present invention. According to this
embodiment, when the ]D number sept from the computer to
the display device is not registered in the memory 9, another
operation which is different from the operation shown in the
first embodiment is performed. Namely, according to this
embodiment, when the ID numbers do not match with each
other, nothing is displayed on the display device so as 10
enhance the secrecy of information.

Next, the structure of FIG. 4 will be explained. In the
drawing, a reference numeral 6A indicates apother display
device which is different from the display device 6 shown in
FIG. 1, 15 a horizontal deflection circuit, 16 a verlical
deflection circnit, 17 a synchronizing signal processing
circuit, 18 a horizontal phase control circuit, 19 a horizontal
oscillating circuit, 20 a horizontal driving circuit, 21 a
horizontal deflection output circuit, 22 a video pre-amplifier
circuit, 23 a video blanking circuit, and 24 a video output
circuit. The otber reference numerals which are the same as
those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same functions. The
video circuit 11 is 2 general video circnit copsisting of the
video pre-amplifier circuit 22, video blanking circuit 23, and
video output circuit 24. The horizontal deflection circuit 15
is a general deflection circuit consisting of the synchronizing
signal processing circuit 17, horizontal phase control circuit
18, borizontal oscillating circuit 19, horizontal driving cir-
cuit 20, and horizontal deflection output circuit 21. The
vertical deflection circnit 16 is also a general circuit which
has a structure similar to that of the borizontal deflection
circuit 15.

Next, the operation shown in FI1G. 4 will be explained. In
the drawing, an ID pumber sent from the computer 1 is
inputted into the microcomputer 7 via the communication
controller 8. The microcomputer 7 checks the above 1D
number with the ID number stored in the memory 9. When
the 1D pumber stored in the memory 9 matches with the 1D
pumber sent from the computer 1, the microcomputer 7
receives the control from the computer 1.

On the other hand, when the check results do not match
with each other, the microcomputer 7 controls the horizontal
oscillating circuit 19, fixes the oscillation frequency to a
predetermined value, and allows the display device 6A to
perform a horizontal deflection operation at a value different
from the horizontal frequencies of the video signal and
syochronizing signal which are sent from the computer.
Therefore, the image displayed on the CDT 14 is pot
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synchronized horizontally in this case and the screen content
cannot be judged. When the vertical deflection circuit 16 is
controlled in the same way, the image displayed on the CDT
14 is not synchronized vertically on the screen. By control-
ling the video blanking circuit 23 of the video circuit 11, the
video display period may be blanked so that no image is
displayed op the CDT 14.

By using the aforementioned methods independently or
combined, only when a user of the computer system enters
a predetermined ID number from the keyboard, it is dis-
played correctly on the display device 6A and information
displayed on the CDT 14 can be prevented from careless
indication.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of the third embodiment of the
present invention. Accordiog to this embodiment, the dis-
play device is provided with a pluralily of communication
functions and a plurality of display devices can be connected
with the communication interface. In the drawing, reference
numerals 6B, 6C, and 6D indicate display devices having the
same structure, V1, V2, and V3 lines for video signals and
synchronizing signals, C1, C2, and C3 communication hines
for, for example, RS-232C, and 1 the aforementioned com-
puter. Each of the display devices 6B, 6C, and 6D has a
plurality of video signal I/0 terminals and communication
interface I/O terminals and a registered ID number. Accord-
ing to this embodiment, as shown in FIG. §, 1 is assigned to
the display device 6B as an ID pumber, 2 to the display
device 6C as an 1D number, and 3 to the display device 6D
as an ID number.

Next, the operation shown in FIG. 5 will be explained. In
the drawing, for example, when controlling the display
device 6B from the computer 1, the ID number 1 is sent to
the Line C1 and the display device 6B is controlled appro-
priately from the computer 1. Next, when controlling the
display device 6C, the 1D pumber 2 is sent from the
computer 1 in the same way. Then, the ID pumber is
received by the display device 6C via the lines C1 and C2
and the display device 6¢ can be controlled appropriately
from the computer 1. )

_ Since a plurality of display devices can be controlled by
a computer in this way, a plurality of display devices can be
adjusted at a time, for example, at the time of delivery
adjustment at a factory. Furthermore, by using a muli-
display system for displaying an image by assembling a

"plurality of display devices and for displaying various
images on each screen, the display devices can be hued and
adjusted in brightness simply.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the internal structure
of the display device 6B shown in FIG. 5. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 25 indicates a communication controller
baving two communication ports and 26 a divider of video
signals and synchronizing signals. The communication con-
troller 25 sends or receives data to or from the computer 1
in the same way as the communication controller 8 of ihe
display device 6 shown in FIG. 1 and also divides the
communication lines and relays other display devices. On
the other hand, the divider 26 divides video signals or
synchronizing signals sent from the computer 1 or signal
source to other display devices. By using such a structure, a
plurality of display devices can be connected to a computer
as shown in FIG. 5.

Next, the fourth embodiment of the present invention will
be described. FIG. 7 is a block diagram showing tbe fourth
embodimen! of the present invention. In the drawing, a
reference numeral 1B indicates a computer, 31 an audio
contro} circuit for producing a sound, 32 a speaker, 6E a
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display device, 27 and 28 analog-digital converters
(bereinafter abbreviated to ADC), and 29 and 30 digital-
apalog converters (hereinafter abbreviated to DAC). The
other reference numerals which are the same as those shown
int FIG. 1 indicale the same functions. The operation of FIG.
7 will be explained bereunder with reference to the operation
flow chart shown in FIG. 8.

When the computer 1B and display device 6E are started
a1 Step 10 as shown in FIG. 8, they start communication with
each other via the communication controllers 5 and 8 at Step
11 next. Then, at Step 12, the computer 1B calls the display
device 6E. When no response is received, the computer 1B
judges that the display device 6E is faulty, starts the audio
control circuit 31 at Step 13, and informs the user of the
computer 1B that the display device 6E is faulty from the
speaker.

When the communication succeeds, at Step 14, the micyo-
computer 7 fetches information of the operation status of the
deflection circuit 10 or video circuit 12 in the display device
6E from the voltage at a predetermined part in the circuit as
digital information via the ADCs 27 and 28. Next, at Step 15,
the microcomputer 7 judges whether the value which is
fetched at Step 14 is a value in the normal operation status.
‘When the microcomputer 7 judges it as an enor, it informs
the computer 1B of the faulty value via the communication
controller 8 and CPU 2 of the computer 1B allows the audio
contro] circuit 31 to operate and generates a message
informing an error of the display device 6E from the speaker
32. Furthermore, CPU 2 allows the display controller 3 to
operate and displays also a message informing an error on
the CDT 14 via the video circuit 11.

I this case, when an indication code informing the faulty
part is sent to the computer 1B from the display device 6E
simultaneously, the computer 1B judges the indication code
and can inform the user or a customer engineer of the display
device 6E of the faulty part by sound or display.

When the display device 6E is normal at Step 15, the
computer 1B can exercise the communication control such
as the display size, hue, and brightness of the display device
6E at Step 17. At this step, when a control instruction is sent
to the display device 6E from the computer 1B, the micro-
computer 7 decodes the instruction and outputs the control
code to the corresponding DAC 29 or 30. The DAC 29 or 30
controls a predetermined control part at the DC control
voltage corresponding 1o the above control code and con-
trols the display size, position, and hue of the image dis-
played on the CDT 14. When the above series of operations
ends, the computer 1B returns to Step 14 and repeats the
operations from the monitor mode of a faulty operation of
the display device 6E to the normal operation at Step 17.

As mentioned above, the computer 1B can be informed of
a faulty operation by using the communication function of
the display device 6E. Therefore, the user can judge the
faulty part and can maintain the system easily.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing the fifth embodiment
of the present invention. This embodiment obtains the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in F1G. 7. In F1G. 9,
a reference numeral 6F indicates a display device, 33 a
Liquid crystal display controller in the display device 6F, and
34 a liquid crystal display panel mounted in the display
device 6F. The other reference numerals which arc the same
as those shown in FIGS. 1 and 7 indicate the same functions.

The operation shown in FIG. 9 is basically the same as
that shown in FIG. 7. The operation of the deflection circuit
10 or video circuit 11 is monitored by the microcomputer 7
via the ADC 27 or 28. When an error occurs, the micro-
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computer 7 transmits an indication code informing the
occurrence of an error lo the computer 1B via the commu-
pication line and informs the user of it by voice from the
speaker 32.

Furthermore, the microcomputer 7 allows the hiquid crys-
tal display controller 33 in the display device 6F to operate
and displays information of the occurrence of the fault and
faulty part on the liquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, information when an error occurs in the display device
6F can be obtained more surely.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the sixth embodiment
of the present invention. This embodiment obtaios the same
effect as that of the embodiment shown in FIG. 9. In FI1G. 10,
a reference numeral 1C indicates a computer and 35 a liquid
crystal display controller in the computer 1C. The other
reference numerals which are the same as those shown in
FIGS. 1 and 9 indicate the same functions. In FIG. 10, the
display function for a fault and faulty operation of the
display device shown in FIG. 9 is mounted ip the computer
1C.

Namely, when an exror occurs in the internal circuit of the
display device SE, the vollage detected by the ADC 27 or 28
is digitized and processed by the microcomputer 7 as faulty
voltage occurrence information and information informing
an error is transmitied to the computer 1C via the commu-
nication confroller 8. In the computer 1C, CPU 2 decodes the
transmitted faulty information. When CPU 2 identifies the
faulty part of the display device 6E, it allows the audio
control circuit 31 to operate as an audio signal and informs
the user of the fault by an andio message from the speaker
32 on one hand. On the other hand, CPU 2 controls the liquid
crystal display controller 35 so as to display characters or
graphics on the Bquid crystal display panel 34. By doing
this, the user of the display device 6E can be informed of an
error or fault of the display device 6E and can maintain the
system easily.

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the seventh embodi-
ment of the present invention. In thc drawing, a reference
numeral 36 indicates 2 power supply of the deflection circuit
10 and video circuit 11. The other reference numerals which
are the same as those shown in FIG. 1 indicate the same
functions.

Next, the operatiop shown in FIG. 11 will be explained.
In FIG. 11, when a control instruction to the display device
6 is issued from CPU 2 of the computer 1, the communi-
cation controller 5 changes the control instruction to a one
in the signal format suited to communication and sends it 10
the display device 6. The display device 6 returns the signal
received by the communication controller 8 to the control
struction which carp be identified by the microcomputer 7
and sends it to the microcomputer 7. The microcomputer 7
judges the control instruction and decides the part of a
predetermined section in the display device 6 to be con-
trolled.

When the control instruction relates to control. of the
power supply 36 and is an instraction for stopping power
supply from the power supply 36 to the deflection circuit 10,
or video circuit 11, or both circuits, the microcomputer 7
controls the power supply 36 so as to stop the above power
supply. Therefore, the image display on the CDT 14 is also
stopped.

By doing this, for example, when the computer 1 is not in
operation for a predetermined period, the operation power
supply for the display device 6 can be automatically put into
the off state. Therefore, unnecessary power consumption can
be restrained and the life span of the display device can be
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lengthened. The aforementioned is power supply off control.
However, necedless to say, power supply on conirol is also
possible. Namely, in this case, when the computer 1 is turned
on or the computer 1 is changed from the function stop state
to the active state, the microcomputer 7, power supply 36,
deflection circuit 10, and video circuit 11 perform the
reverse operation of the aforementioned so that the display
device automatically starts to display.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing tbe eighth embodi-
ment of the present invention. la the drawing, a reference
pumeral 37 indicates a display controller and the other
pumerals which are the same as those shown in FIG. 1
indicate units performing the same functions as those shown
in FIG. 1.

Next, the operation of FIG. 12 will be explained. In FIG.

» 12, video information is sent to the display device 6 from the

communication controller 5 in addition to a control instruc-
tion of the display device 6 which is explained in the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1. This video information is a
digital signal in the same way as a signal which is inputted
to the display controller 3 in the embodiment shown in FIG.
1. The communication coptroller 8 of the display device §
sends video information among the received signals to the
display controller 37. The display controlier 37 performs an
operation which is the same as that of the display controller
shown in FIG. 1 and generites a video signal to be inputted
1o a geperal display. By doing this, aiso in the embodiment
shown in FIG. 12, an effect which is the same as that shown
in FIG. 1 can be obtained. Furthermore, in FIG. 12, since
video information is transmitted via a communication inter-
face which is connected between the computer 1 and display
device 6, a video signal line which is conventionally nec-
€ssary is not necessary.
According to the present invention, a user of a computer
can exercise various types of control for an information
output device such as a display device from the keyboard of
the computer or by the software incorporated in the com-
puter. Therefore, the operability of the computer system is
improved so that the system can be used easily and tbe user
can obtain a desired information output status easily.
‘When an identification number is set to each device, a
value which is set by the above control will not be lost by
a careless operation of a user. By setting an identification
number for a specific user, the secret of information can be
protected inversely. Since the power supply for the infor-
mation output device can be controlled by the computer
when necessary, unnecessary power consumption can be
restrained. :
Since the status of the information output device can be
mounitored simply, the system can be protected against a
malfunction and maintained easily. Furthermore, the afore-
mentioned contro] hardware can be realized in a migimum
structure.
What is claimed is:
1. A display unit comprising:
means for receiving video signals for video display from
a video source;

memory means for storing at least display unit
information, wherein the display unit information
includes identifying information of the display unit;
and

a communication controller capable of bi-directionally

communicating with the video source;

wherein the communication controller commuaicates the

display unit information to the video source and the
display unit receives a signal from the video source that
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is generated based oo at least a portion of the display
unit information.

2. A display unit according 10 claim 1, wherein the video
SOurce is a computer.

3. A display upit according to claim 1, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for uniquely identifying the display unit.

4. A display unit according to claim 3, wherein the display
unit information includes information that identifies a func-
tion of the display unit.

5. A display unit comprising:

a video circuit adapted to display video signals sent by a

video source;

a memory in which at least display unit information is
stored, wherein the display unit information includes
identifying information of the display unit; and

a communication controller capable of bi-directionally
communicating with the video source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information from the display unit to the
video source and the display unit receives a signal from
the video source that is generated based on at Jeast a
portion of the display unit information.

6. A display unit according to claim 4, wherein the video

source is a computer.

7. A display unit according to claim 4, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for uniquely identifying the display unit.

8. A display unit according to claim 7, wherein the display
unit information includes information that identifies a func-
tion of the display unit.

9. Amethod of communicating between a display unit and
a video source from which video signals are sent to the
display unit for display, the method comprising the steps of:

communicating display unit information stored in a
memory of the display unit from the display unit to the
video source, wherein the display umit information

includes identifying information of the display unit;

and

sending a sigpal from the video source to the display unit,
wherein the sigpal is generated based on at least a
portion of the display unit information;

wherein information is bi-directionally communicated
with the video source and the display unit.

10. A display unit comprising:

a video circuit adapted to display video signals sent by an
externally conpected video source;

a memory in which at least display unit information
includes stored, wherein the display unit information
includes identifying information of the display unit;
and

a communication controller capable of bi-directiopally
commupicating with the video source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information from the display unit to the
video source and the display unit receives a signal from
the video source that is generated based on the display
unit information. '

1. A display unit according to claim 10, wherein the

video source is a compuler.

12. A display unit according to claim 10, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for identifying the display unit.

13. A display unit according 1o claim 12, wherein the
display unit information includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit.

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

60

65

12
14. A display unit comprising:
means for receiving video signals for display from ap
externally connected video source;

memory means for storing at least display unit
information, wherein the display unit information
includes identifying infonmation of the display unit;
and a commubication controller capable of
bi-directionally communicating with the video source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information to the video source and the
display unit receives a signal from the video source that
is generated based on at least a portion of the display
unit information.

15. A display unit according to claim 14, wherein the
video source is a computer.

16. A display unit according to claim 14, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for identifying the display unit.

17. A display upit according to claim 16, wherein the
display unit information includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit.

18. A display unit comprising:

means for receiving video signals for displaying from a

video signal source externally connected to the display
umit;

mewmory means for storing at least display unit

information, wherein the display unit mformation
includes identifying information of the display unit;
and

a communicating with the video signal source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information to the video signal source and
the display unit receives a signal from the video signal
source that is generated based op at least a portion of
the display unit information.

19. A display wnit according to claim 18, wherein the

video signal source is a compuler.

20. A display unit according to claim 18, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for identifying the display wnit.

21. A display unit according to claim 20, wherein the
display unit information includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit. i

22. A display unit comprising:

a video circuit adapted to display video signals sent by a
video signal source externally connected to the display
unit;

a memory in which at least display unit information is
stored, wherein the display unit information includes
identifying information of the display unit; and
communication controller capable of bi-directionally
communicating with the video signal source;

wherein the communication controller communicales the
display unit information from the display unit to the
video signal source and the display unit receives a
signal from the video signal source that is generated
based on at least a portion of the display unit informa-
tion.

23. A display unit according to claim 22, wherein the

video signal source is a computer.

24. A display unit according to claim 22, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for identifying the display unit.

»
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25. A display unit according to claim 24, wherein the
display unit information includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit.

26. A display unit comprising:

a video circuit adapted to display video signals generated
based on video information sent by a video information
source;

a memory in which at least display unit information is
stored, wherein the display upit information includes
identifying mformation of the display unit; and

a communication coatroller capable of bi-directionally
communicating with the video information source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information from the display unit 10 the
video information source and the display unit receives
a signal from the video information source that is
generated based on at least a portion of the display unit
information.

27. A display unit according to claim 26, wherein the

video information source is a computer.

28. A display unit according to claim 26, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification number
for identifying the display unit.

29. A display unmit according to claim 28, wherein the
display unit informalion includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit.

5

10

15

20

25

14

30. A display unit comprising:

a video circuit adapted 1o display video signals generated
based on video information sent by a video information
source externally connected to the display unit infor-
mation 1s stored, wherein the display upit information
includes identifying information of the display unit;
and

a commupication controller capable of bi-directionally
communicating with the video information source;

wherein the communication controller communicates the
display unit information from the display umt to the
video information source and the display unit receives
a signal from the video information source that is
generated based on at least a portion of the display unit
information.

31. A display unit according to claim 30, wherein the
video information source is a computer.

32. A display unit according to claim 30, wherein the
identifying information includes an identification oumber
for identifying the display unit.

33, A display unit according to claim 32, wherein the
display unit information includes information that identifies
a function of the display unit.

* K kR ok
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. :6,513,088 B2 Page1of 1
DATED : January 28, 2003
INVENTOR(S) : Arajetal

it is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is
hereby corrected as shown below:

Column 11
Line 50, delete “includes” insert -- is --.

Column 12
Delete line 8, and insert therefore:
- and

a communication controller capable of --.
Line 25, delete “displaying” insert -- display --;
Line 33, after “communicating” insert -- controller capable of bi-
directionally communicating --.

Column 14
Line 4, delete “unit” and insert -~ unit;
a memory in which at least display unit infor- --.

Signed and Sealed this

First Day of July, 2003

JAMES E. ROGAN
. Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office




