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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

TV GUIDE ONLINE, INC. and TV )
GUIDE ONLINE, LLC )
)
Plaintiffs, y C.A.No.
)
v. )
)
TRIBUNE MEDIA SERVICES, INC., ) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
)
Defendant. )
COMPLAINT

Plaintiffs TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC, jointly referred to herein as
“TV Guide Online,” hereby allege and complain as follows:

PARTIES

1. TV Guide Online, Inc. is a Delaware Corporation with a principal place of
business at 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90028,

2. TV Guide Online, LLC is a Delaware Limited Liability Company with a
principal place of business at 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90028.

3. TV Guide Online, LLC is the owner by assignment of United States Patent
No. 5,988,078 (“the ‘078 patent”).

4, TV Guide Online, Inc. is the exclusive licensee of the ‘078 patent, with the
right to bring suit and to recover damages for past infringement.

5. Defendant Tribune Media Services, Inc. (d/b/a Tribune Media Services
International, tms.tribune.com, and Zap2It) (*“TMS™) is a Delaware Corporation.

6. On information and belief, TMS has a principal place of business at 435

N. Michigan Avenue, Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60611.

RLF1-2931209-1
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

7. This is a civil action brought by TV Guide Online for patent infringement
committed by TMS and arising under the patent laws of the United States, 35 U.S.C. § 1 et seq.
This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and
1338(a).

8. Venue in the District of Delaware is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
§§ 1391(b), (c), and 1400(b), in that events giving rise to TV Guide Online’s claims occurred in
this district, the defendant may be found and/or resides in this district by virtue of its activities in

this district, and the defendant has committed acts of patent infringement in this district.

BACKGROUND

The Patented Technology

9. Michael Levine is a prolific inventor who has made inventions now
covered by numerous United States patents. His inventions are directed to many technologies
including inventions relating to programmable thermostats, microprocessor architecture, on-
screen programming capabilities for VCRs, and electronic, interactive and on-line television
program guides.

10.  Mr. Levine developed television program guide technology throughout the
1980s and 1990s. In the course of that development work, Mr. Levine identified a need to enable
a television viewer using a computer to obtain television programming information specific to
that viewer’s location. Mr. Levine invented a system and method to meet this need.

11. Mr. Levine filed a patent application describing his method and system on

March 9, 1992. A continuation of that patent application, filed October 9, 1997, duly and legally

RiFI-2931209-]
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issued on November 23, 1999 as United States Patent No. 5,988,078, a true and correct copy of
which is attached hereto as Exhibit A.

TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LL.C

12. The predecessor in ownership of the ‘078 patent, a company now
associated with TV Guide Online, and its affiliated companies, recognized the importance and
value of Mr. Levine’s invention and acquired the patent application that resulted in the ‘078
patent.

13. TV Guide Online, Inc. operates www.tvguide.com, a popular and leading
entertainment website providing media content and tools for television viewers. The
www.tvguide.com website attracts millions of individual users per month and has millions of
registered users. This website includes a television listings section that enables television
viewers to obtain television programming information specific to a viewer’s location.

14, TV Guide Online, Inc. maintains a database of television listings,
scheduling and programming information, accessible over the Internet. A television viewer can
obtain television programming information specific to the viewer’s location by accessing the
www.tvguide.com website and selecting “listings.” The television viewer then enters
information regarding the viewer’s location (e.g., the viewer’s address, including zip code) into
the www.tvguide.com website to receive television programming information including program
titles, channels, airtimes, and detailed program descriptions — all specific to the viewer’s
location.

15. TV Guide Online, Inc. makes use of the ‘078 patent in providing the

www.tvguide.com program listings service.

RLF1.2931209-1
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16. TV Guide Online, Inc. penerates advertising revenue through the
operation of www.tvguide.com.

17.  Television viewers throughout the country and in this judicial district
access www.tvguide.com for television programming information specific to their locations.
TMS

18.  TMS is a supplier of television program listings and movie listings
information in the United States.

19.  TMS does business as Zap2It and operates the website www.Zap2It.com,
which is accessible by television viewers within this judicial district and elsewhere. Television
viewers obtain television programming information specific to the viewer’s location using the
Zap?2lt website.

20.  Using the inventions described and claimed in the ‘078 patent, Zap2lt
provides television programming information specific to a viewer’s location. Zap2It maintains a
database of television programming information accessible over the Internet. A viewer accesses
Zap2it’s website using a computer to enter information about the viewer’s location, such as the
viewer’s zip code. The website provides to the viewer television programming information
specific to the viewer’s location.

21.  On information and belief, television viewers in this judicial district have
accessed and continue to access www.Zap2lt.com, enter their zip codes and receive television
programming information specific to their location.

22, On information and belief, Zap2It derives substantial revenue from its use

of the inventions of the ‘078 patent, including through the display of advertising on its website.

RLF1.2931209-1
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In addition, Zap2lt provides other information such as movie theater listings specific to a
viewer’s location, from which it may derive revenue,

TMS’s Notice of the ‘078 Patent

23.  TMS has been notified that it requires a license under the ‘078 patent by
reason of the activity described in paragraphs 18-22 above.

24, Affiliates of TV Guide Online and the predecessor in ownership of the
‘078 patent initiated discussions with TMS regarding licensing of, inter alia, the ‘078 patent to
TMS in early 2005, and met with TMS on April 29, 2005 to discuss licensing terms.

25.  Affiliates of TV Guide Online and the predecessor in ownership of the
‘078 patent attempted on multiple occasions to continue these discussions with TMS after the
April 29, 2005 meeting and presented a detailed licensing proposal to TMS that included a
license under the ‘078 patent on June 16, 2005.

26.  Within 24 hours of receiving the licensing proposal, TMS summarily
rejected the proposal, stating it was not interested in taking a license.

27.  TMS thus has been offered a license under the ‘078 patent and has refused
the opportunity to enter into a license. Accordingly, in order to enjoy the benefit of their patent
rights and to protect those rights, TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC bring this
action.

CLAIM FOR RELIEF
INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 5,988,078 BY TMS

28. TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC hereby incorporate, as

though fully set forth herein, the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 27 of this Complaint.

RLFI-2931209-1
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29.  TMS has infringed, contributed to infringement of and induced others to
infringe, and continues to infringe, contribute to infringement of and induce others to infringe,
the ‘078 patent.

30.  TMS has been given notice of the ‘078 patent.

31.  On information and belief, TMS’s infringement of the ‘078 patent is, has
been, and continues to be willful and deliberate.

32. TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC have sustained
damages and suffered irreparable harm as a consequence of TMS’s infringement, and will
continue to sustain damages and be irreparably harmed unless TMS is enjoined from infringing

the ‘078 patent.

WHEREFORE, plaintiffs TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC seek
judgment in their favor and against defendant TMS as follows:

A. Adjudging and decreeing that TMS has infringed one or more claims of
U.S. Patent No. 5,988,078,

B. Awarding injunctive relief permanently enjoining TMS, its officers,
agents, servants, employees and attorneys and all persons in active concert or participation with
it from making, using, offering to sell, selling, or importing any product, service, or method that
would infringe any of the claims of the ‘078 patent, including but not limited to making, using,
offering to sell, selling, importing, operating, providing or displaying to the public, licensing, or
offering for license the Zap2lt Internet-based television guide or any other infringing guide or

service;

RL#1-2931209-1
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C. Awarding TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC damages in
an amount sufficient to compensate them for TMS’s infringement, together with prejudgment
interest and costs of suit;

D. Adjudging that TMS’s infringement is willful and awarding TV Guide
Online treble damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284,

E. Declaring this to be an exceptional case pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285 and
awarding TV Guide Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC their attorneys’ fees, costs and
expenses against TMS; and

F. Granting such further relief as the Court may deem just and appropriate.

Tl et =

Frederick L. Cottrell, III (#2555)
Jeffrey L. Moyer (#3309)

OF COUNSEL: Steven J. Fineman (#4025)
Robert C. Morgan Richards, Layton & Finger PA
Christopher J. Harnett One Rodney Square

Stuart W. Yothers 920 North King Street

FISH & NEAVE IP GROUP Wilmington, Delaware 19801
ROPES & GRAY LLP Telephone: (302) 651-7700
1251 Avenue of the Americas cottrell@rlf.com

New York, New York 10020 moyer@rlf.com

(212) 596-9000 fineman@rlf.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs TV Guide
Online, Inc. and TV Guide Online, LLC
Dated: October 12, 2005
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
RECEIVING CUSTOMIZED TELEVISION
PROGRAMMING INFORMATION BY
TRANSMITTING GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION
TO A SERVICE PROVIDER THROUGH A
WIDE-AREA NETWORK

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 08/287,343,
filed Avg. 8, 1994, now U.S. Pat No. 5,692,214 which is a
continuation-in-part of Ser. No. 07/848,338, filed Mar. 9,
1992, now abandoned, whick is a2 continuation-in-part of
Ser No 802,249, filed Dec. 4, 1991 {now abandoped).

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This iovention relates 1o a2 method and apparatus for
controlling a video recorder to allow the unattended record-
ing of future occurring programs using a personal compuler
and more particulatly to such a method and apparatus which
provides a display of a schedule of future propramming
available to the recorder on the personal computer

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

My U.S. Pat. No. 4,908,713 discloses a syslem for pro-
viding 2 schedule of future video programming available to
a video recorder to a database memory located af the
recorder so 1kat the operator may display selected sections of
the future schedule ss an aid in choosing programs for
recording. The schedule may be provided to the memory and
updated either by broadecasting schedule information or by
delivering disposeble memories to the system on 2 subscrip-
tiom basis. Other of my applications disclose such systems in
which the video recorder is programmed for unattended
recording of a future program by simply pointing a cursor at
the listing of that program o the schedue display. Since the
syslem aiready stores the data reguired 1o record the
program, it is unnecessary for the operator lo re-enter the
same data. My application Ser. No 802,249 further discloses
such a sysiem in which the local memory stores the identi-
fication of programs tbat have been recorded and allows
their display in order to select previously recorded programs
for viewing.

These systems greatly simplify the problesms of selecting
proprams for recording, actually performing the recording
process, and viewing recorded programs. They suffer from
the disadvantage of adding hardware and software 1o exist-
ing video casselle recorders or cable boxes which do not
contain a schedule memory and a database propram for
selecling particular entries oo the memory for display

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention allows the implementation of the
electronic schedule memory and cursor-based programming
on a convestional video recorder through use of ap asseci-
ated personal computer which communicates with the video
recorder via infrared signals of the type used for remote
conteol of the video recorder. The infrared sigouls are
preferably generated by a transmitter copnected to an outpul
port of the personal computer and are driven by signals
generated by an application program run by the personal
computer. The samme transmitter may control the luper of an
associated cable box.

Future programming schedule information may be pro-
vided 1o the personal computer from a remote database by
telephonic communication, by broadeaslt, or by subscription
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provision of dispossble memories. The schedule information
may be displayed on the moeitor of the personal computer
under control of a datzbase program allowing chronological,
alphabetical or topical sefection and the operator may move
a cursor on the display screee to point lo a particular
program lo select il for future recording, The remote truns-
mitter connecled 1o the personal computer oulput port can
send signals fo the video recorder at the time Lhe selecton is
made, aliowing the fuure unatiended programming memory
of the video recorder to initiate the recording of a specific
channel at the proper time or the remole may exercise
control over the video recorder at the tirne the recording is
1o be made.

The personal computer transimitter may be instructed as o
the particular code systems used by the video recorder
remote control either by information transmitted from a
remnote database provider bused on the identification of the
make of the video recorder by the computer use, or through
use of an initizlization program which displays commands io
the compuler operalor on the monitor of the personal com-
puter directing the operator 1o press selected bultons on the
remole transmitler provided with the video recorder. The
compuler program thus learns and stores the required remote
codes. In the same manner, the personal computer cam
conirol an associaled cable tuner lo ensure that the channel
specified for recording is provided to the VCR. The personal
computer propram can also store and display an index of
programming 1bat has been recorded by the system

Through use of the method and apparatus of the present
invention the advantages of an electronic schedule guide and
cursor-coatrolled programming of the video recorder may be
achieved without the provision of a specialized form of
casseite recorder or cable box.

Other objectives, ndvaniages and spplications of the
present invention will be made apparent by the following
detsiled description of the preferred embodiment of the
ipvention. The description makes reference lo the accom-
panying drawings in which:

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FiG. 1 illustrates a personal computer and television
viewing system including a TV receiver, a video recorder
and a cable box, implementing the preferred embodiment of
the present invention;

F1G 2 is a schemalic diagram of the preferred embodi-
ment of the invention;

FIG 3 is a schematic diagram of the IR transmitter/
receiver;

FIG. 4 is a perspeclive view of the rear of a persopal
computer iliustrating the method of attachment of an infra-
red transmitter and receiver to an 1/0 port of the cormputer;

FIG. 5 is as illustration of a screen displayed on the
personal computer monitor during ap initialization proce-
durg; and T

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a personal compuler screen
displaying an index of recorded programs and lhe tape
cassettes on which each is recorded; and

FIG. 7 is an illustration of a second embodiment of the
invention in which the personal compuler and video recorder
are located remotely from one another and the output signals
from the personal compuler are transmitted by radio 1o an
infrared transmitter for control of the video recorder

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring 1o FIG. 1, the preferred embodiment of the
invention employs @ television recording und receivipg
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syslem, generally indicated at 10, comprising 2 conventional
television receiver 12, a video cassette recorder 14 and a
cable tuner and descrambler box 16, A variety of koown
forms of interconpection can be made beiween the cable box
16, the recorder 14 and the television receiver 12 to allow
either the recording or viewing of programs tuned by the
cible box 16 or the simultapeous viewing of one program
and the recording of another. The present invenlioa is
equally applicable to broadcast receiver systems which do
not employ a cable box and to satellite receivers.

The video recorder 14 will normally be of the type
employing an infrared remote control (nol shown) as will the
tuner in the cable box 16. The VCR 14 may, but peed not
necessarily, incorporate @ future, unaltended recording
memory which includes a real time clock (zot shown)

The method and apparatus of the present invention further
utilizes a conventional personal computer, generally indi-
cated at 18, incorporating 2 main compuler housing 20, a
keyboard 22 and » moniter 24. The term “personal com-
puter” is used brozdly fo incorporate work stations, mini-
computers and portable upits.

The personal compuler 18 is conventional but is provided
with a special application program to implement the present
invention. The organization of this application program is
well withio the skill of & proprammer using the functional
description of the program provided berein.

An infrared transmitter and receiver 26 is connected to an
}/0 port of the personat computer, preferably a parallel post,
by a male cornector 28 and a cable 30. The infrared unit 26
incorporates n conventional infrared signal detector 32 and
an infrured emitter 34. In cilernative embodiments the
sipnals could represent other forms of electromapnetic or
supersonic trapsmission, “infrared” is hercinafter used to
define the generic form of signals

The iafrared signals emitted by the unit 26 are picked up
by ihe infrared remote receiver of the video recorder 14 and
may also be picked up by the infrared recorder of the cable
box 16 to control ils tuner.

The application program is loaded inte the persomal
computer via a diskette or the like. The program requires as
data the schedule of future programming available o the
system 10 from a programming source 38, such as a cable
or the like, for a particular period of time such as a week or
month.

In the preferred embodiment of the inventicn the schedule
information is provided to the personal computer 18 from o
remote database 40, which may constitute a database pro-
vider such as “COMPUSERVE,” “PRODIGY" or the like.
This information may be customized for the cable service 38
available to the system through an initialization rowtine in
which the computer operator keys in the postal ZIP code of
his Jocation and, if necessary, an identification of the cable
service provider. The head end database uses this informa-
tion to provide the computer 18 with the schedule of
programming for that service. The operator of the personal
computer system 18 may communicate with the schedule
source over phone lines 42 usiap modems 44 at each end.
Alternatively, the personal computer could employ a pro-
gram in which ithe syslem aulomatically communicates with
the schedule source 40 at predetermined periods, such as
cach morning at 4:00 a.m. or the like, lo update the schedule
stored in the personal compulter 18. As nnother altermative,
diskettes could mailed out to the personal computer on a
subscription basis or the schedule information could be
provided 1o the persopal compuler via cablecast or broad-
casl,
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Through use of a database program employing menus,
submenus and the like, the operator may obtain a display of
programmiog for & particelar period of lime, such as that
illustrated at 46 ir FIG. 1. To select a Lsted program for
future recording the operator may move a cursor 48 into
super-position with the listing. Altematively, two or three
digit numbers could be associsted with each listing and the
operator could signal a programming selection by hitting ap
appropriste number oa the keyboard 22

In the preferred embodiment of the invention this selec-
tion transfers information relating to the programming selec-
tion 1o a memory 35 withip the IR upit 26 (FIG.3). The unit
26 also includes & microprocessor 37, a real time clock 39
and a power supply battery 41. The microprocessor 37
continually compares the present time signal from the clock
39 with the start fime of the programs to be recorded as
stored in the memory 35 and sends an approprizte infrared
code to the VCR 14 (and, if appropriste, the cable box 16)
ai the start time. A similar signal at the programmed con-
clusion time of the program terminales the recording This
arrangement eliminates the need for the computer io con-
tinvaily remain in the oo state

In altemnative embodiments of the invention employing
programmable cable tuners or programmable satellile
receivers, the infrared trapsmissions could be used to pro-
gram these units

Alternatively, the control signais to the IR unit 26 may be
provided in real time by the compuler 18 under control of its
internal clock The IR unit might then simply consist of an
IR diode connected 1o the personal compuler 18 by a long
wire so the diode may be placed near the receiver 1¢ Al the
tims the recording is to be initiated, the personal computer
transmits signals from an 1/0 port through the cable 30 to the
infrared iransmitter/receiver 26 The unit 26 then send
signals to the video cassette recorder 14, which tupe the set
to the reguired chanpel and initiates the recording. Signals
mighl also be sent to the cable box 16 to cause it o tune to
the appropriate channel. As a third alternative, whee the
operator makes a programming selection, the information
relating 1o that selection, including channel and the start and
stop time could be immediately sent from uait 26 1o video
casselte recorder 14 to program the recorder for the fature
unaltended recording of the desired program

Alternatively the unit 26 may be detachable from the
computer 1§ so that after it is loaded with data oa programs
to be recorded it may be detached and moved inlo proximity
with the receiver system 10, which may be Iocated in
another room.

To perform the transmission {unction, the personal com-
puter 18 requires information as 1o the nature of the remote
control codes used by the video recorder 14 and the eable
baox 16 if that is additionally (o be controled . Preferably, this
information is provided from the remote database 40 during
an initialization routine in which the operalor keys in the
identification of tbe make and model of the VCR and cabie
box. Alternatively, to acquire this information, the applica-
tion program for the personal computer may go through an
inftialization rovtine using screens of the type illusirated at
50 in FIG. 5. These screens advise the compuler operator to
press selected bullons on the remote control transmitter 52
for the VCR 14 or the transmitter for the cable box 16. The
personal compuler application program- receives signals
from the IR sensor 32 and stores these codes for use in
transmitting contro] signals to the video recorder 14 and the
cable box 16. The application program may alleroatively
store a datubuse of the centrol codes for populur video
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recorders or cable boxes and thus alow the ugit {0 be
identified by only pressing one or iwo selected keys, or it
may require the operator 1o go through 2l of the keys in
order to develop the appropriate remote contro} schedule.

In apother embodiment of the invention the unit 26
includes sound detection apparatus. This provides several
advantages, including the ability to receive information in
acoustic form either from the personal computer or over a
telephone line, for example using an acoustic coupler. An
incressing number of conventiona) perscnal computers are
now provided in standard form with 2 sound penerating
copabilily, and even if not factory supplied, mumerous
sound-generating moduales and add-on cards are widely
available as options. With such a capability residing in the
personal computer, information may be transmitied from the
personal computer to the module 26 in acoustical form. For
example, information pertaining to a program o be recorded
mey be delivered in this maaner, as well as sry control code
information required for proper activation and/er tuning of
other systemn components, including the video recorder or
cable box, lo ensure that ke proper channel is tuped at the
appropriate time.

The ability to accept an acoustical signal may ferther
facilitate an entirely wireless implementation of module 26,
und may also enable medule 26 to be partially or completely
compalible with automated VCR programming techniques,
including the VCRPlus™ system which is currently being
morketed commercially. With VCRPlus™ program listings
include & multi-digit numerical code which is entered by an
operator to bring about the automatic, unattended recording
of a particular program without the need for enlering a more
sophisticated sequence of information such as program start
time, slop time, chanoel tuning, and so forth, as is presently
entered through typical on-screen propramming sequences.
Certain of the VCRPlus™ modules contain acoustic
couplers, coabling them 10 be programmed over 2 standard
telepbone lne Utilizieg this capability, o customer dials a
service telephone number and informs a representative or
uses touch lone codes 1o enter information such as VCR
make/menufacturer, cable tuser make/manufaciurer, and
geographic information, for example, in the form of a zip
code. Given this information, the systemn then down-loads
the appropriate control codes to be used by the VCRPius™
module 1o ensurs that the entry of a VCRPlus™ numerical
code records (ke desired program for that user in their
particular geographic area.

The present inveplion may teke advaniage of some or all
of the VCRPlus™ features or similar features of any similar
amomated programming system. If the database recejved
and stored in the persomal compuler by the present invention
includes encoded program information such as VCRPlus™
codes, these may be delivered directly from the persomal
compuler te the moduie 26 insiead of more detajled
propram-related information. Although presently available
VCRPlus™ control units {ypicaily only receive control code
information in acoustic form, with the pumerical code
associated with a desired program entered via keypad, such
units contain all of the hardware pecessary to accept the
numerical code in acoustic form as well. In such a case, then,
with the present iovention sloring a large database of pro-
grams in the persoonl computer, the VCRPlus™ code alone
may be delivered to the remote unit 26 to bring about the
desired programming sequence- In the event that the wnit 26
includes a sound detection capubilily, the numerical code
may be transmitted by the personal computer 1o the module
26 io acoustic form, in addition 1o the remole-control codes,
which may also be delivered in acoustic form, either from
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the personai computer or over a phone Hoe as is currently the
case with the VCRPs™ system. I the event that the
personal computer is used (o trapsmit the control codes 1o
the module 26, segardless of the form in which such codes
are delivered, a fook-up table may be provided 1o the
personal compuler either in disk form or through a separate
telephonic connectios, and upon entry of equipment make/
model and any required geographic informnation by the
operalor through the keyboard provided on the personal
compuler, a look-up may be carried oul by the computer so
ibat the appropriate control codes are used for all equipment
involved.

The embodiment of the invention illustrated in FIG. 7 is
utilized in systems where the cassetie recorder 14 is located
a large distance from the personal computer 18, such as in
another room of the house, In this system the remote I/R
trapsmitter 26 is replaced by a radio transmiller 60. The
radio signals are received by o remote receiver 64 disposed
physically in front of the video recorder 14 Receiver 64
includes ar infrared transmitter 66 and the recsived radic
signals are transmitted into serial infrared commands which
are transmitted by the unit 64 1o the infrared receiver of the
video recorder 14.

The application program for the remote television
receiver 18 may zlso meintein a datebuse of the programs
that have been recorded by the system and allow display of
these progrums on 1he monitor of the personal computer. The
identifying information may include codes a5 1o Lbe nature
of the program such as a tennis match, comedy, movie or the
like to allow menu-driven databese operations to be used in
the selection of programming for viewing. The information
may record storage location of the programming, in terms of
video cassettes, which the operator mey enter into the
system via the keyboard. A typical screen of this index is
illustrated at 68 in FIG. 6.

Having thus described my igvention, I claim:

1. In a television distribution arrangement wherein a
plurality of peographically dispersed television viewing
loeations receive lelevision programming From a source of
stch programming, 2 method of receiving information spe-
cific 1o the type of programming avaijable io a particular one
ol the viewing locutions, the method comprising the steps of:

providing a computerized unit at the particelar viewing

iocation, the unil including an operator input and a
madem;

cstablishing a connection to a wide-area network through

the modem;

trapsmitting, from the computerized unit, information to a

service provider through the wide-aren network regard-
ing the geographical location of the particular viewing
location; and

receiving, from the service provider, information specific

to the type of programming available to the particular
viewing location.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the information
transmitted to the service provider includes the Zip Code
associnted with the particular viewing location

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the information
received from 1he service provider includes a schedule of the
television programming available to the particular viewing
ipcation

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the computerized unit
is interfaced to a display, and wherein the method further
includes the step of displaying the information specific 1o the
type of programming available to the particular viewing
Iocation
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein the computerized unit
further includes a memory for storing the information spe-
cific 1o the type of propramming available lo the particular
viewing location.

6. A method of receiving customized television program-
wing schedule information, comprising the steps of:

providing, al & television viewing location, a controlicr

inferfaced to a bidirectional modem and & display
device;

establishing a connection to o wide-area network (hrough

the modem;

transmitting, from the television viewing location, infor-

mation lo a service provider through the wide-area
oetwork regarding the geopraphical area of the viewing
location;

receiving, from the service provider, television program-

ming schedule informatios specific to the viewing
iocation; and

viewing the information on the display device.

7. The method of elaim 6, wherein the information
transmitled 1o the service provider throupgh the wide-area
network reparding the geopraphical azea of the viewing
location is the Zip Code associated with the viewing loca-
tion.

B A system enabling a viewer of a television receiver 1o
downjoad information specific to the type of televisios
propramuming available to the receiver, the system compris-
ing:

30

15
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an electronic terminal upit including an eperalor input, a
bidireclional modem, and a cootroller in communica-
tion with the operalor irput and the madem, the con-
wroller being programmed 1o perform the [ollowing
functions:

a) establish a connection to a service provider through
the modem,

b) receive information through the operator input per-
taining to the geographic location of the ielevision
receiver,

¢) trapsmil the information pertaining 1o the geographic
location of the ielevision receiver to the service
provider, and

d) receive, from the service provider, the information
specific to the type of television programming avail-
able to the receiver.

9. The system of claim 8, further including an electronic
lelevision inlerface in communication with the controller,
the coniroller being further programmed to affect the opera-
tion of the television receiver in accordance with the infor-
mation specific to the type of television programming avail-
able to the recciver.

10 The systemn of claim 8, furtber including 2 memory in
communication with the controller for storing and retrieving
the information specific to the type of iclevision program-
ming available 1o the receiver

L] * * % L]



