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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS

LUFKIN DIVISION PR3 59
TX EASTLRH - LUFKIN
BURNS, MORRIS & STEWART } gy _D
LIMITED PARTNERSHIP,
P.O. Box 631247 )
1124 Bennett Clark Road
Nacogdoches, TX 75963 )
Plaintiff,
vs. Givil Action No. A O Cy 2 3
) :
ENDURA PRODUCTS, INC. )
8817 West Market Street
Colfax, NC 27235 }
Defendant. )

COMPLAINT AND JURY DEMAND

Plaintiff, Burns, Morris & Stewart Limited Partnership ("BMS"), by and through its
attorneys, hereby complains and alleges against Defendant, Endura Products, Inc.
("Endura”) as follows:

PARTIES

1. Plaintiff BMS is a Limited Partnership organized under the laws of Texas and
having its principal place of business at 1124 Bennett Clark Road, Nacogdoches, Texas
75961.

2. Defendant Endura is a North Carolina Corporation having its principal place of

business at 8817 West Market Street,Colfax, NC 27235.



Case 9:04-cv-00023-RC Document 1 Filed 02/12/04 Page 2 of 15

JURISDICTION & VENUE

3. This is a claim for patent infringement arising under the patent laws of the
United States as set forth in Title 35 of the United States Code. This Court has
jurisdiction over the subject matter of the present claims pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§1331
and 1338(a).

4. Venue against Defendant Endura is proper in this District pursuant to 28
U.S.C. §1400(b). Upon information and belief, Defendant either resides or has
commifted acts of infringement in this district.

5. Defendant Endura is subject to personal jurisdiction in this judicial district

because it is doing business and/or has caused injury to Plaintiff in this district.

THE PATENTS AT ISSUE

6. Plaintiff BMS is the assignee and owner of United States Patent No.
5,873,209 (“the ‘209 patent”) entitled “FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVIRONMMENT
RESISTANT MEMBERS” and United States Patent No. 5,950,391 (“the ‘391 patent”)
entitled “FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVIRONMENT” (collectively “the BMS patents”).

7. The ‘209 patent was filted on April 22, 1997, and was duly and properly issued
on February 23, 1999. The ‘209 patent is hereby incorporated by reference herein, and
a copy is appended hereto as Exhibit A.

8. The 209 patent is a continuation of United States Patent No. 5,661,943 that

claims a priority filing date of March 8, 1996.
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9. The 391 patent was filed on August 6, 1998, and was duly and properly
issued on September 14, 1999. The ‘391 patent is hereby incorporated by reference
herein, and a copy is appended hereto as Exhibit B.

10. The ‘391 patent is a continuation of United States Patent No. 5,873,209 that
claims a priority filing date of March 8, 1996.

CLAIM

11. Plaintiff BMS adopts, realleges and incorporates by reference, as if fully set
forth herein, Paragraphs 1 through 10 of this Complaint.

12. Defendant has knowledge of the Plaintiff's ‘209 and ‘391 patents.

13. Defendant manufactures and sells doorframes and/or doorframe components
having a moisture resistant lower portion, or portions.

14. By making, selling and/or offering to sell said side jambs and/or said door
frames, Defendant is infringing, and contributing to the infringement and/or inducing the
infringement of the BMS patents.

15. Defendant’s acts of infringement have caused, are causing, and will continue
to cause irreparable injury to Plaintiff BMS.

16. Defendant’s acts of infringement have been willful and deliberate.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff BMS respectfully demands judgment from this Court
against Defendant, its successors, subsidiaries, affiliates, officers, agents, servants,
employees, and all persons in active concert or participation as follows:

(A) An order and/or declaration that Defendant has and is continuing to infringe

one or more claims of the BMS patents;
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(B) An injunction, permanently enjoining Defendant, its successors, subsidiaries,
affiliates, officers, agents, servants, employees and all persons in active concert or
participation with it, each and all of them, from infringing, inducing the infringement,
and/or contributing to the infringement of the BMS patents;

(C) An award of damages to Plaintiff BMS, sufficient to adequately compensate
Ptaintiff for all of Defendant’s acts of infringement;

(D) A finding that said infringement by Defendant is willful and deliberate, and a
corresponding award of increased darﬁages to Plaintiff BMS as provided therefore
under 35 U.S.C. §284;

(E) An award of prejudgment interest to Plaintiff BMS on all sums recovered from
Defendant;

(F) A finding that this case is exceptional under 35 U.S.C. §285, and that Plaintiff
BMS is thereby entitled to its costs and attorney’s fees incurred in bringing this action
against Defendant;

(G) An order directing Defendant to file with the Court and serve upon Plaintiff
BMS within thirty (30) days after the issuance by this Court of any injunction, a report, in
writing and under oath, setting forth in detail the manner and form in which Defendant
has complied with said injunction; and

(M) An award to Plaintiff BMS of such other and future relief as may be provided

by law.
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL
Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 38, Plaintiff BMS hereby demands a

trial by jury as to all issues so triable.

Respectfully submitted,

Dated: © 2~—//~2004

//V A
/iocal Counsel to Plaintiff, BURNS, MORRIS &
STEWART LIMITED PARTNERSHIP

Claude E. Welch

115 West Shepherd Avenue
P.O. Box 1574

Lufkin, TX 75902-1574
(936) 639-3311

(936) 639-3049 FAX
welchlawoffice@ixucom.net

Steve Roper

Zeleskey, Cornelius, Hallmark, Roper & Hicks, L.L.P.
1616 South Chestnut Strest

P.O. Drawer 1728

Lufkin, TX 75902-1728

(936) 632-3381

(936) 632-6545 FAX

sroper@zeleskey.com

Jefirey S. Standley, Ohio Bar No. 0047248
F. Michael Speed, Jr.

STANDLEY LAW GROUP LLP

495 METRO PLACE SOUTH, SUITE 210
DUBLIN, OHIO 43017

(614) 792-5555

(614) 792-5536 FAX
istandley@standlevilp.com
mspeed@standleylip.com

Trial Attorney for Plaintiff, BURNS, MORRIS &
STEWART LIMITED PARTNERSHIP
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US005873200A

United States Patent 19 11} Patent Number: 5,873,209
Hagel (451 Date of Patent: *Feb. 23, 1999
[54] FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVIRONMENT 2292806 §/1942 Toothacre .

(75
[731

£*]

£21]
{22

[63]
{51]
152]

[58]

[56]

RESISTANT MEMBERS

Inventor: Richard C. Hagel, Nacogdoches, Tex.

Assignee: Burns, Morris & Stewart Limited
Partnership, Nacogdoches, Tex.

MNotice:  The term of this patent shall not extend
beyond the expiration date of Pat. No.

5,661,943,

Appl. No.: 837,776
Filed: Apr. 22, 1997

Related U.S. Application Data

Continuation of Ser. No. 612,757, Mar. 8, 1996, Pat. No.

5,661,943,

Int. C1.5

US. Cl. e 32/656.4; 52/170; 52/656.2;
52/204.66; 52/204.7; 52/515

BT T 2 T —— 52/656.2, 656.4,

52/656.7, 204.62, 204.66, 204.7, 170, 515
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3,690,082 9/1972 Byland .
3,769,773 11/1973 Mochizuki .
3,808,759 5/1974 Carmichael .
3812621 3/1974 Ragland .
5,074,002 12/1991 Noriander .
5,365,708 11/1994 Winston .
5,437,130 8/1995 Raymak .
5,546,715 8/1996 Edstrom .
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OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Adticle published in Wood Digest entitled. “Extrusion Pro-
cess May Shape Component Manufacturing Foture”, four

pages.
Primary Examiner—Christopher Kent

Assistant Examiner—Yvonne Horton-Richardson
Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Standley & Gilcrest

[57] ABSTRACT

A construction component for improved moisture, decay and
insect resistunce. The component preferably includes a plu-
rality of members of which cenlain portions are comprised of
materials resistant fo moisture, decay and insects. The resis-
tant member(s) are integrally connected to wood portion(s)
to provide a single, low cost structure.

20 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet




Case 9:04-cv-00023-RC Document1 Filed 02/12/04 Page 7 of 15

U.S. Patent Feb. 23, 1999 5,873,209

1 0"
4’/;]/\/ \< 1% /
o[ || \-6a e /
/“/\/ > 10—
0o~ | || -0 eft—1|

,;’ P {0}l M/
4"/ Ve A

L7 ng /

5 ot
1%
N 75" 1
eg e
ol ] e
|
o e
Il_ N
g b ,
Fig 2
e




Case 9:04-cv-00023-RC Document 1 Filed 02/12/04 Page 8 of 15

5,873,209

1

FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVIRONMENT
RESISTANT MEMBERS

This applicalion is a continuation ol U.S. patent appli-
calipn Ser. No. 08/612,757 fed Mar. 8, 1996, now U.S. Pal.
No. 5,661,943 ¢ntitled FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVI-
RONMENT RESISTANT MEMBERS by Richard C.
Hagel.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

‘I've invention relates fo frames such as door or window
frames, or other components such as porch posts,
brickmolds, and casings, and particularly to componenis
having, inteprally consected portions resistive to moisture,
decay and insects.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The constmction indnstry is under constant pressurc to
provide quality products at low cost. Door frames and other
construction components are no exception,

During construction of a home or the like, an opening is
left in the wall in which the door or window is instaffed. Tn
some cases, a custom door frame is built in the door opening.
After the door frame is built, the door is hung within the door
frame. While this provides builders complete control, such
a consiruction technique can be time consuming and cosily.
Measurements and construction must be very precise to
accurately place the door frame into the opening and acconat
for small variations in the door.

Another method of hanging frames is with the use of
pre-hung doors or windows. In this casc, a completed frame
and door is provided to the builder. An exampic of ap
adjustable deor frame assembly is found in U.S. Pat. No.
3,812,621, Thus, the frame and door are pre-matched for
tighter fifting door or windows.

One known method of providing pre-built frames at a low
cost is with the use of scrap lumber. Scrap lumber is
produced when a defect, such as a knot hole or imperfect
edge, is removed from a larger or parent picce of lumber.
This allows the parcat Iumber to be sold as a higher quality
piece than it otherwise would. The resulting scrap piece
containing the defect is typically much smaller than is
parent picce. The scrap lumber is then processed or recycled
by removing the defect to produce a relatively small, but still
good quality piece of wood fiber. Fhese small pieces are then
finger jointed at their ends and joined end to end to produce
a single long piece, which is used to produce ike door frante.

Norlander in U.S. Pat. No. 5,074,092 describes a tech-
nique for overcoming certain deficiencies with inexpensive
humber having a variety of knots and other defects. Quality
vencers are assembled with cores of short end-to-end staves
of solid lumber to produce a laminated wood door product
having stability and good appearance.

While these techniques have produced low cost door and
window frames, the use of wood in them canses the frames
to be susceptible to moisture and insects. In the past, once
waler or termife damage has caused a portion of the frame
to decay, that portion of the frame was replaced. Repair was
performed while the frame was in place. A craftsman would
cut out the decayed portion and replace if with another wood
or plastic section. Thus, while cosis were iniiially low, the
end resull was oflen expensive.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The preseat invention is a componeat baving durable, yet
cost ellective characteristics nol found in the prior an. In the
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preferred embodiment, a constraction component is com-
prised of a first section and second section. The second
scction is comprised of a material that is dorable and
moistore, decay and insect resistant. The first section is
comprised of wood. The wood and durable portions are
connected end to end with a glied finger joint or other
mechamical connection o assemble the component. Associ-
ated hardware may also be added.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A better understanding of the present invention can be
oblained when the [ollowing detailed description of the
prelerred embodiment is considered in conjunciion with the
following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an isomelric view of a door [rame system
according 1o a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 2 is u side view ol a side portion of the duor [rame
of F1G. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG, 1, there is illustrated a door frame
F embodying the principles of the present invention. The
door frame F is comprised of spaced vertical side jambs 1
and 2 comected together at the top by a horizontal top jamb
3. Onc side jamb 1 includes a suitable momber of hinge
recesses 4 formed in it to mount hinges on while the opposite
side jamb 2 is used o mount a strike plate. Each of the jambs
1,2 and 3 have an L-shaped shoulder 3 on an interior surface
for capturing a door.

Lach of the side jambs 1 and 2 are formed from an vpper
wood portion 6 and a lower durable portion 7. The wood
portions & are formed from a number of smaller wood pieces
6a-6g. Side jamb 1 includes wood pieces 6a, 65 and 6c and
side jamb 2 includes wood picces 6d, be, 6f and 6g. The
wood picces 6a—6g arc formed from what originally were
pieces of scrap lumber whick have becn processed or
recycled to remave imperfections, such as knoots, bark or
wneven surfaces. As shown, the wood pieces 6e—6y are nol
necessarily of even length and the side jambs 1 and 2 may
comparatively include an unequal number or wood pieces.
However, the number of pieces 6a—6g is not so many as to
jeopandize overall strength of the frame F.

Top jamb 3 is formed from a number of smalier wood
pieces 3a and 3b in a manner similar 1o wood portion 6.

The durable portion 7 may be an extruded wood-based
product, such as STRANDEX®, ERT®, TREX® or the like,
which can be shaped using conventional wood processing
techniques, painted or stained. The durable ponion may also
be macle of plastic, vinyl, meial and combinations of any of
these materials, The durable portion 7 has the characteristics
of being moisture, decay and insect resistant. Side jamb 1
includes a durable piece 72 and side jamb 2 includes a
durable picce 7h. The placement of the durable portion 7 on
the lower portion of the frame prevents all but the most
severe weather and insect damage suffered by prior art door
frames. The durable pieces Ta and 7b may be proportioned
based on the expected exposure to adverse conditions such
as yain, snow or insects. ‘1hus, the assembly of the wood
portion § and the durable portion 7 provides a durable, yet
cost effective door frame. It is noted that other materials,
such as plastic or similar extrusjons, can be used for the
durable pieces to achieve the principles of the present
invention.
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In the assembly of the side jambs 1 and 2, the durable
pieces 7 are preferably connecied end to end by a glued
finger joint 10 to the wood portions 6. One of the joints 10
is illustrated more clarly in IIG. 2. Referring now to TIG.

2, wood piece 8g includes a number of fingers 11 protruding 5

from an end face and durable piece 7b has a corresponding
nmumber of mated fingers 12 protruding from an adjacent end
face. It should be understood that other wood joints are
contemplated, such as edge gluing or their equivalents.
Referring back to FIG. 1, it is there iflustrated that the
wood pieces comprising the wood portion 6 are also finger
jointed so that the assembly of the wood portion 6 with the
durable portion 7 forms a complete side jarb 1 or 2.

In the assembly of the door frame F, the top jamb 3 is
connected to the side jambs 1 and 2 with a corner joint 13.
Afer assembly of the door frame F, the door frame F is ready
for placement into a door opening of a wall. Thereafter,
hinges may be attached at recesses 4 to the door frame F and
a sirike plake added 1o mount and receive a door. In use, the
moisiere, decay and insec! resistant features of the door
frame P prevent the problems associated with the prior art
door frames.

It is noted thal (he use of the preseni invention is nol
limited to door frames. The invention may be used in
window frames, garage door frames, porch posts, casings,
brickmelds and other applications where wood is heavily
subjected to weather or insects, but a cost effective solation
is desired. Farther, it Is noted that solid stock lumber can be
used in place of picces 62—6g without detracting from the
principles of the present invention. It is also noted that
furthcr woather and inscet protection can be afforded by
chemically treating the wood pieces, although at a somewhat
higher cost.

In describing the invention, reference has been made to a
preferred embodiment and illustrative advantages of the
invention. However, those skilied in the art and familiar with
the disclosure of the present invention may recogmize
additions, deletions, modifications, substitutions, equiva-
fents and other changes may be made without departing
from: the spirit of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A frame, compsisiap:

a top jam;

two side jambs having upper and lower portions that are

integrally formed, said upper portion being made of
wood, said lower portion being a durable moisture,
decay, and insect resistant material made from a second
material.

2. The frame of claim 1, wherein said second material is
plastic.
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3. The frame of claim 1, wherein said second material is

vinyl.

4. A construciion component comprising:

a first portion and a second porlion thal are inlegrally
joined, said first portion being made of wood, said
second portion heing a durable material made from a
second material selected from the group consisting of
malerials other than wood, materials other than wood in
formudation with wood particles, and wood adapted to
be moistuze, decay, and insect resistant.

5. The construction component of claim 4, wherein the

constraction component is a brickmold.

6. The construction componcent of claim 4, whercin the

construction component is a porch post.

7. The construction component of clazm 4, wherein the

construction component is a casing.

8. The construction component of claim 4, where in the

second portion is entirely plastic.

9. Ihe coustruction comporent of claim 4, where in the

second portion is entirely vinyl.

18. The construction composnent of claim 4, where in the

second portion is entirely metal.

11. The comsiruction compoenen! of claim 4, where in the

second portion is entirely plastic based composition.

12. The construction component of claim 4, where in the

secomd portion is entirely vinyl based composition.

13. The construction component of claim 4, wherein the

constrection component is a frame for a door.

14. The construction component of claim 4, wherein the

constriction component is a door.

I5. A window frame comprising:

a top frame jamb;

two side frame jambs;

said two side frame jambs each having upper and lower
portions that are integrally formed, said upper portion
being made of a first material, said lower portion being
a durzble moisture, decay, and insect resistant material
made from a second material.

16. The frame of claim 15, wherein said second material

is plastic.

17. The framc of claim 15, wherein said sccond material

is vinyl.

18. The frame of claim 15, wherein said second material

is metal.

19. The window frame of claim 15, wherein said window

frame is a sidelight frame.

26. ‘Ihe window frame of claim 15, wherein said first

material is a natural wood.

* #* ® ES *
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : 5,873,20%

DATED ! ¥Yebruary 23,1999
INVENTOR(S) : Richard C. Hagel

it is cerified that eror appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby
cotrected as shown below:

In column 2, Iing_:ﬂ, please delete o5 and insert —of—in licu thereof.

In column 3, line ;4, claim 1, please delete “jam™ and insert —jamb—in lieu thereof,

n column 4, line 17, claim 8, please delete “where in” and insert ~wherein—in lieu thcreof

In column 4, tine 19, claim 9, please delete “where in” and insert —wherein—in hieu thereof.

In column 4, line 21, claim 10, please delete “where in” and insert ~wherein—in liey
thereof.

In column 4, line 23, claim 11, please delete “where in” and_insert —wherein—in lieu
thereof,

In column 4, hne 25, claim 12, please delete “where in” and insert —wherein—in Hea

thereof.

Signed and Sealed this
Twenty-seventh Day of July, 1999

Q. T0DD DICKINSON

Attesting Officer Acting Commissiener of Patents and Trademarks
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5,950,391

1
FRAME WITH INTEGRAL ENVIRONMENT

This application is 2 continuation of U.S. patent appli-
calion Ser. No. 08/837,776 [iled Apr. 22, 1997, now U.S. Pal,
No. 5,873,209 issued Feb. 23, 1999 which is 2 ¢conlinuation
of 1.S. patent application Ser. No. 08/612,757 fited Mar. 8,
1996, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,661,943 issued Sep. 2, 1997.

TIGLD OF TIE INVENTION

The invention relates to frames such as door or window
frames, or other compooents such as porch posts,
brickmolds, and casings, and parlicularly to componenls
having integrally connecled portions resistive 10 moisture,
decay and insects.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The construction indusiry is under constant pressure to
provide quality products at low cost. Door frames and other
construction components are N0 exceplion.

During construction of a home or the like, an opening is
Ieft in the wall in which the door or window is installed. in
some cases, a cusiom door frame is built in the doot opening.
After the door frame is built, the door is bung within the door
frame. While this provides builders complete control, such
a consimction techeique can be time consuming and costly.
Measuremenis and comstruction must be very precise Lo
accurately place the door frame inio the opening and account
for small variations in the door.

Another method of hanging [raemes is with the use of
pre-hung doors or windows. In this case, & completed frame
and door is provided to the builder. An example of an
adjustable door frame assembly is found in U.S. Pat. No.
3,812,621, Thus, the frame and door are pre-matched for
tighter fitting door or windows,

One known method of providing pre-built frames at a low
cost is with the use of scrap lumber. Scrap lumber is
produced when a defect, such as a knot hole or imperfect
edge, is removed from a larger or parent piece of lumber.
This allows the parent lomber to be sold as a higher quality
piece than it otherwise would. The resulting scrap piece
containing the defect is typically much smaller than its
parent picee. The scrap lumber is then processed or recycled
by removing the defect to produee a relatively small, but still
good quality piece of wood fiber. These small picces are then
finger jointed at their ends and joined end fo end to produce
a single long piece, which is used 1o produce the door frame.

Norlander in U.S. Pat. No. 5,074,092 describes a tech-
nique for overcoming certain deficiencies with inexpensive
lumber having a varicty of knots and other defects. Quality
veneers are assembied with cores of short end-to-end staves
of solid tumber to produce a laminated wood door product
having stability and gocd appearance.

While these technigques have produced low cost door and
window frames, the use of wood in them causes the frames
to be susceptible to moisture and insects. In the past, once
waler or termite damage has caused a portion of the frame
1o decay, that portion of the frame was replaced. Repair was
performed while the [rame was iu place. A cralisman would
cut out the decayed portion and replace it with another wood
or plastic section. Thus, while cosis were initially low, the
end result was offen expensive.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

‘The present iavention is & component haviap durable, yet
cost elfective characleristics nol [ound in the prior arl. In the
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preferred embodiment, a construction component is com-
prised of a first section and second section. The second
section is compriscd of a material that is durable and
moisture, decay and insect resistant. The first section is
comprised of wood. The wood and durable portions are
connpected end to end with a ghued finger joint or other
mechanical connection to assemble the component. Associ-
ated hardware may also be added.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A better understanding of the present invention can be
ubtained when the foHowing detailed descripiion of the
preferred embodiment is considered in conjunciion with the
following drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is an isometric view of a door frame sysiem
according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion; and

FIG. 2 is a side view ol 4 side portion of the duor [rame
of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is iltustrated a door frame
F embodying the principles of the present invention. The
door frame F is comprised of spaced vertical side jambs 1
and 2 connected together at the top by a horizontal top jamb
3, Onc side jamb 1 inchudes a suitable number of hinge
recesses 4 formed n it 10 mount hinges on while the opposite
side jamb 2 is used to mount a strike plate. Bach of the jambs
1, 2 and 3 have an L-shaped shoulder 5 on an interior surface
for capturing a door.

Tach of the side jambs 1 and 2 are formed from an upper
wood portion & and a, lower durable portion 7. The wood
portians & are formed from a number of smaller wood picces
6a—6g. Side jamb 1 includes wood pieces 6a, 6 and be and
side jamb 2 inciudes wood picces 6d, 6e, 6f and 6g. The
wood pieces 6a—6g are formed from what originally were
pieces of scrap lumber which have been processed or
recycled to remove imperfections, such as knots, bark or
uneven surfaces. As shown, the woud pieces Ga—6g are not
pecessarily of even length and the side jambs T and 2 may
comparatively include 2a unequal nember or wood pieces.
However, the number of pieces 63—6g is not so many as fo
jecpandize overall strength of the frame F,

Top jamb 3 is formed from a oumber of smaller wood
pieces 32 and 3b in a manner similar 10 wood portion 6.

The durable porlion 7 may be an exiruded wood-based
product, such as Sirandex®, ERT®, TREX® or ihe Iike,
which can be shaped using conventional wood processing
techniques, painted or stained. The durable portion may also
be made of plastic, vinyl, metal, and combinations of any of
these materials. The durable portion 7 has the characteristics
of being moisture, decay and insect resistant. Side jamb 1
inchudes a durable piece 74 and side jamb 2 includes a
durable piece 7b. The placement of the durable portion 7 on
the lower portion of the frame prevents all but the most
scvere weather and insect damage suffered by prior art door
frames. The durable pieces 72 and 7b may be proportioned
based on the expected exposure to adverse conditions such
as rain, snow or insects. Thes, the assembly of the wood
portion 6 and the durable portion 7 provides a durable, yet
cost effective door frame. Ii is noted that other materials,
such as plastic or similar ¢xtrusjons, can be used for the
durable pieces to achieve the principles of the present
invention,
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In the assembly of the side jambs 1 and 2, the durable
pieces 7 are preferably connected end to end by a glued
finger joint 19 to the wood portions 6. One of the joints 10
is illusirated more clearly in FIG. 2. Referring now fo TIG.
2, wood piece 6g includes a number of fingers 11 protruding
from an end face and durable piece 75 bas a comesponding
number of mated fingers 12 protruding from an adjacent end
face. It should be understood that other wood joints are
contemplated, such as edge ghning or fheir equivalents.

Referring back to FIG. 1, it is there illustrated that the
wood pieces comprising the wood portion 6 are also finger
joinfed so that the assembly of the wood portion 6 with the
durable portion 7 forms a complete side jamb 1 or 2.

In the assembly of the door frame F, the top jamb 3 is
connected to the side jambs 1 and 2 with a corner joint 13.
After assembly of the door frame F, the door frame F is ready
for placement into a door openiag of a wall. Thereafter,
himges may be attached at recesses 4 to the door frame F and
a slrike plate added to mount and receive a door. In use, the
moisture, decay and insec! resistanl features of the door
frame F prevent the problems associated with the prior art
door frames.

It is noled that the use of the present invention is mot
Lmited fo door frames. The invention may be used in
window frames, garage door frames, porch posts, casings,
brickmolds and other applications where wood is heavily
subjected to weather or insects, but a cost effective soltion
is desired. Further, it is noted that solid stock lumber can be
used in place of picces 6a—6g without detracting from the
principles of the present invention. It is also noted that
further weather and inscet protection can be afforded by
chemicaily treating the wood pisces, although at a somewhat
higher cost.

20

4

In describing the invention, reference has heen made to a
preferred embodiment and illustrative advantages of the
invention. However, those skilled in the art and familias with
the disclosure of the present invention may recognize
additions, deletions, modifications, substitutions, equiva-
lents and other chepges may be made without departing
from Lhe spirit of ihe inveniion.

What is claimed is:

1. A frame, comprising:

a lop jam;

two side jambs having upper and lower portivas that are
intogrally formed, said lower poriion being a durable
moistare, decay, and inscet resistant material made
from a second material,

2. A construction component comprising:

a first portion and 2 second portion that are integrally
joined, said first portion being made of a first material,
said second portion heing a durable material made from
a second material selected from the group consisting of
matcrials other than wood, and materials other than
wood in formulation with wood particics.

3. A window frame comprising;

a top frame jamb;

two side frame jambs;

said two side frame jambs each having upper and lower
portions that are integrally formed, said vpper portion
being made of a first material, said lower portion being
a durable material formulation comprised of plastic and
coltuiosic material.

¥ k% & F 0%
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