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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

N

EASTERN DIVISION

JASON RAASCH, )
. ) =4
Plaintiff, ) S 23
) =Ny
00C 2673 _ -
: ; & (ot o Ll oo
v ¥ : . Pt 0 i E:;l—w-
LITE RITE MANUFACTURING, INC,, ) and e g
) L. = X
Defendant ) UDGE KOCORAS 4y, g, B 5

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT D,

DOTETED

Plaintiff JASON RAASCH, by and through his counsel, P. Matthew Glavin, |
HAY 94 o

states as his complaint for declaratory judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 2201, as follows:

1.

In this case, JASON RAASCH seeks a judgment declaring that he is the sole owner of al]

right, title and interest in and to certain patent applications and that Defendant LITE

RITE MANUFACTURING, INC. has no such rights,

THE PARTIES

Plaintiff JASON RAASCH is an individual residing in Cook County, Illinois.
Defendant LITE RITE MANUFACTURING, INC. (“LITE RITE”) was an Illinois
corporation that had its principal place of business in Northfield, Illinois, and whicﬁ was
dissolved voluntarily by unanimous vote of its shareholders on April 24, 2000.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

Subject matter jurisdiction is proper pursuant to 28 UU.S.C. §1338 and 28 U.S.C. §1331.
Venue is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b) because the Defendant resides in this
Judicial district and a substantial part of the events or omissions giving rise to the dispute

occurred in this judicial district.

1 N\
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10.

11.

- _
LITE RITE

In 1997, JASON RAASCH and H. PATRICK KELLY founded LITE RITE, an Illinois
corporation to market and sell products useful or necessary to industry and
municipalities. Initially, JASON RAASCH owned 50% of the LITE RITE stock and H.
PATRICK KELLY owned the remaining 50%.,
JASON RAASCH is a product designer and licensed engineer. H. PATRICK KELLY is
a person experienced in sales who represented to JASON RAASCH that he had favorabie
contacts within the City of Chicago.
At the time LITE RITE was founded, JASON RAASCH orally agreed to design and
develop products that LITE RITE would be permitted to offer for sale and H. PATRICK
KELLY orally agreed to market and sell the products.
No written agreement exists concerning the responsibilities or obligations of the
founders,
At all relevant times, both JASON RAASCH and H. PATRICK KELLY were employed
outside of LITE RITE. Both agreed that they would not accept a salary from LITE RITE;
instead, they would divide the profits generated by LITE RITE according to their
respective stockholdings, i.e., 50% to JASON RAASCH and 50% to H. PATRICK
KELLY.
On or about April 15, 1999, JASON RAASCH transferred all of his LITE RITE stock to
his wife and H. PATRICK KELLY transferred al] of his LITE RITE stock to his wife.
Also on or about April 15, 1999, both founders relinquished their respective Officer and

Director positions with LITE RITE.
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.
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JASON RAASCH never agreed to grant, assign or otherwise convey to LITE RITE his
right, title and interest in and to his inventions.

JASON RAASCH has never been an employee of LITE RITE.

JASON RAASCH was not paid for engineering and design work performed on products
sold by LITE RITE.

JASON RAASCH’S INVENTIONS

During 1998 and 1999, JASON RAASCH, invented certain products, including: (a) a
cover that fits various-sized electrical openings in light poles uséd in street lighting (the
“Light Pole Cover™), and (b} a sewer line intake flow restrictor valve product designed to
be installed in storm sewer Systems to eliminate sewer system back-ups in residentjal
communities (the “Vortech™).

Thereafter, JASON RAASCH duly filed patent applications in his name, as inventor, for
both his Light Pole Cover and Vortech inventions.

JASON RAASCH has never assigned his right, title and interest in or to his Light Pole
Cover or Vortech inventions (or to his application for patent protection on either of his
inventions) to LITE RITE, or any other person or entity.

JASON RAASCH has been advised that all claims set forth in his patent applications for
his Light Pole Cover and Vortech inventions have been allowed by the United States
Patent and Trademark Office, and that patents on his inventions will issue soon in his

name,

LITE RITE’s ASSERTED CLAIM OF RIGHT

Prior to the voluntary dissolution of LITE RITE, disagreements arose between its

founders and their respective wives.
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20.  LITE RITE claims that it owns the Light Pole Cover and Vortech inventions and the
patent applications relating to these inventions.

21.  JASON RAASCH has never executed a written assignment of his patent applications
relating to his Light Pole Cover or Vortech inventions.

22.  JASON RAASCH denies LITE RITE’s asserted ¢laims concerning his inventions and the
patent applications.

23. Now that LITE RITE has been dissolved, its assets will be collected in order to wind up
and liquidate the business and its affairs.

24.  Anactual controversy exists between JASON RAASCH and LITE RITE concerning
ownership of the Light Pole Cover and Vortech inventions and the patent applications
relating to these inventions.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff JASON RAASCH prays that this court enter an order
declaring that he is the inventor of the Light Pole Cover and Vortech products and that he owns
all right, title and interest in and to such inventions and all right, title and interest in and to the
patent applications for these inventions.

Respectfully Submitted,
Glavin & Associates, Ltd.
222 North LaSalle Street
Suite 2160

Chicago, IL 60601
(312) 201-1310

1S5 721,

P. Matthew Glavin
ARDC 06190678

Attorneys for Plaintiff
JASON RAASCH
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