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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

q b “j
X gﬁg_ T :E
EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION, e - ‘
137 g LS SR
Plaintiff, : SR e
1:‘ -_; I
V. : Civil Action No.: e
RONGSHJ U.S.A INC,, Jung%gm 2 7 3
Defendant. MAGISTRATE YU s w0
X

MPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

For its Complaint, Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION alleges:

1. Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION (“Plaintiff EAST-WEST”) is
an Illinois corporation, having an address of 5343 North Kedzie, Chicago, Illinois 60625.

2. Upon information and belief, Defendant RONGSHI U.S.A Incorporated (“Defendant
RONGSHTI”) is a corporation, having a place of business at 1572 Della Drive, Hoffman Estates,
llinois 60195.

3. This is an action arising under the Patent Laws of the United States; United States
Code, Title 35. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this dispute under 28 U.S.C.
§1338(a). This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant RONGSHI because Defendant
RONGSHI is doing business within this judicial district and has committed acts of patent
infringement within this judicial district.

4. On January 19, 1999, United States Design Patent No. D404,520 (the ““520 patent™),

entitled “Combination Lighter And Cigar Cutter,” duly and legally issued to Plaintiff EAST-WEST.
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Since that date, Plaintiff EAST-WEST has been and still is the owner of the ‘520 patent. A copy of
the ‘520 patent is attached as Exhibit A.

5. On June 22, 1999, United States Patent No. 5,913,676 (the ““‘676 patent™), entitled
“Combination Lighter And Cigar Cutter,” duly and legally issued to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Since
that date, Plaintiff EAST-WEST has been and still is the owner of the ‘676 patent. A copy of the
‘676 patent is attached as Exhibit B.

COUNT I
nfringement Of Unit tes Design Patent No, D404,52

6. Plaintiff EAST-WEST adopts and realleges Paragraphs 1-5 as set forth above.

7. Plaintiff EAST-WEST is and has been manufacturing and selling combination
lighters/cigar cutters embodying the invention of the ‘520 patent.

8. On information and belief, Defendant RONGSHI has been and still is infringing the
‘520 patent by making, selling, offering for sale, and using combination lighters/cigar cutters which
embody the invention covered by this patent. On information and belief, Defendant RONGSHI has
designated product code “RS-54" to the infringing lighter/cigar cutter.

9. Defendant RONGSHI’s conduct has caused great and irreparable harm and damage
to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Unless enjoined by the Court, Defendant RONGSHI’s conduct will

continue to cause great, immediate and irreparable harm to Plaintiff EAST-WEST.

49348-1 2
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COUNT II
nfringement Of Uni tates Patent No, 5.913.67

10.  Plaintiff EAST-WEST adopts énd realleges Paragraphs 1-9 as set forth above.

11.  Plaintiff EAST-WEST is and has been manufacturing and selling combination
lighters/cigar cutters embodying the invention of the ‘676 patent,

12. Oninformation and belief, Defendant RONGSHI has been and still is infringing the
‘676 patent by making, selling, offering for sale, and using combination lighters/cigar cutters which
embody the invention covered by this patent. On information and belief, Defendant RONGSHI has
designated product code “RS-54" to the infringing lighter/cigar cutter.

13.  Defendant RONGSHI’s conduct has caused great and irreparable harm and damage
to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Unless enjoined by the Court, Defendant RONGSHI’s conduct will
continue to cause great, immediate and irreparable harm to Plaintiff EAST-WEST.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff EAST-WEST prays:

A. For an order preliminarily and permanently enjoining Defendant RONGSHI, its
officers, directors, agents and all those in active concert or participation with it from further acts of
infringement of the ‘520 and ‘676 patents, pursuant to 35 U.8.C. §283;

B. That Defendant RONGSHI be ordered to file with this Court, and serve on Plaintiff
EAST-WEST’s counsel, within thirty (30) days of service of said injunction upon prayer A above,
a report in writing under oath setting forth in detail the manner and form in which Defendant
RONGSHI has complied with the injunction;

C. For judgment of infringement of the ‘520 and ‘676 patents for Plaintiff EAST-WEST

against Defendant RONGSHI;
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D. For an accounting and an award of damages adequate to compensate Plaintiff EAST-
WEST for Defendant RONGSHI’s infringement of the ‘520 and ‘676 patents, pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
§§284 and 285, along with costs and prejudgment interest for the amount of damages determined;

E. For an accounting and an award of Defendant RONGSHIs total profit for all articles
found to infringe the ‘520 patent, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §289;

F. That all infringing articles be surrendered to Plaintiff EAST-WEST;

G. If it is determined that Defendant’s infringement of either of Plaintiff EAST-WEST’s
“520 and ‘676 patents is willful, for an increase of such damages of three (3) times the amount found
or assessed in view of such willful infringement, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284; and, if appropriate, for
a finding that this case is “exceptional” entitling Plaintiff EAST-WEST to an award of reasonable
attorney’s fees, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §285; and

H. For such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable.

Respectfully s

ubmitted,
Date: April 24, 2000 By: / W

“ Thomas J. Dofovan X85 KG. 6195349
David J. , 1B, No. 6194750
TREXLER,BUSHNELL, GIANGIORGI

& BLACKSTONE, LTD.
105 West Adams Street, 36th Floor
Chicago, Illinois 60603
(312) 704-1890

Attorneys for Plaintiff EAST-WEST

TRADING CORPORATION
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED UNDER F.R.C.P. RULE 38

Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION demands a trial by jury.

49348-1 4
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(37] CLAIM

Uclaim the ornamental design for a combination Hghter and
cigar cutler, as showa and described.

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 s a perspective view aff the present invention:
FIG. 2 is a [rom elevational view of the preseal invention:
FIG. 315 a [eft side elevational view of the present invention:
FIG. 4 is a rear clevational view of the present invention:
FIG. § {5 a right side clevational view of the present
invention;

FIG. 6 15 a top view of the present invention;

FIG. 7 is a bottom view of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of the present inventivn ia its
cigar culting mode;

FI1G. 9 is a lront elevational view ol the preseat invention in
{15 cigar cutting mode:

FIG. 10 is a top view ol the present inveation in its cigar
cutting mode;

FIG. 11 iz a botem view of the present invention in its cigar
cutting maode;

FIG. 12 is a keft side clevaional view ol the present
invention in its cigur cutting mode;

FIG. 13 is a rear elevationul view of the preseat inveation in
its cigar culting mode: and.

FIG. B4 is a right side clevational view of the prosent
invention in its cigar cutting maode.

The beoken lines are shown for illustrative purposes oaly
and torm no part of the claimed design,

I Claim, 4 Drawing Sheets
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537} ABSTRACT

A cambination lighter and cigar cutter device comprising 2
lighter bady adapted to creale a flame and defining a slot: a
cigar cutter slidably engaged with the lighter bedy and
slidable between a housed positiea wherein the cigar cutter
is received substamially within the slot aad a cutting posi-
tion wherein the cigar cutter is substaniiatly outside of the
lighter body, the cigar cutter including a cutting knife
housing and a cutting knite; and a spring-biased stop 4ss0-
ciated with the cigar cutler adapted to releasably lock the
cutting knife housing to the lighter body to prevent the
cutiing knife housing from sliding toward the housed posi-
tion when the cigar cutter is in the cuiting position and 1o
unlock the cutting knife housing From the lighter body 1o
peemit the cutting kaife housing 10 slide from the cutting
position toward the housed position. Desirably, the cigar
cuiter is substantially concealed by the lighter body when
the cigar cutter is in the housed position.

21 Claims, 3 Prawing Sheets
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COMBINATION LIGHTER AND CIGAR
CUTTER

BACKGROUND

Combininy cigar cutiees with lighters is known in the arL.
Such devices typically have awkward coefigurations,
however, because cigar cutters include cutting edges and
moving picces and thus do not complement the shape of
lishters. As a result, such devices may be awhovad to handle
and use. Additionally, the cigar cutters are typically exposed
¢ven when they are not beiag used, which may preseat many
problems. For example, because it 15 exposed. 1 cigar cutter
cncounters moisture, dict, dust or olher uadesiraple matter
which wili affect Ihe slfectiveness as well as the lifespaa af
the cigar cutter. Additionally, because it includes at least one
moving part and a cutting edge, a cigar cutter often presents
safety vongerns.

Therefore, it i$ an object of the present invention lo
provide & combination tighter ancl cigar cutter having a neat
and compaet appearaoce,

It is a turther abject of the present invention (o provide a
combination lighter und cigar cutter whergin the cigar cutter
can be slid from a housed position to a cutting pesition and
can be releasably locked n the culting position.

It is a still further object af the present invention 10
provide such a device wherein the cigar cutter is substan-
tially concealed within the bady of the lighter when the cigac
cuttec is in the housed position,

SUMMARY

In accordagce with these and other objects, the present
inveation provides a lighter device comprising: (2) a lighter
pody adapted Lo create a lame and defining a slot: (b) 2 cigar
cutter slidably engaged with the lightsr body and slidable
belween a housed position wheeein the cigar cutter is
received substantially within the slot and a cutting positien
wherein the ciwar culter is substantiatly outside of the lighter
body, the cigar cutter including a cutting kaife housing and
a cutting Kaite: and {¢) 2 stop associated with the vigar cutter
adapted to releasably lock the cutting kaife housing to the
lighter body to prevent the cutting knife housing from
sliding toward the housed position when the cigar cutier is
in the cutting position and lo ualock the cutting knife
housing lrom the lighter body whean the cigar culter is in the
cutting position to permit the cutting knite housing 10 stide
from the cuuing position toward the housed position. The
cutting knife desirably is slidably received by a passage
defined by the cukting knife housing and adapted to slide
beiween an open positioa and a closed position.

The device desirably also includes a spring for bissing the
stop [0 cause such releasable lock as the s1op passes outside
of the slot. [n a preferredd embodiment, the cutting kaite
housing defines a bore receivably engaging the stop, and the
lighter body defines a aotch configured for receiving the siep
when the cigar cutter is in the cutting position. The device
may also include a handle portion associated with the cutting
knife and having a fnger tab, and the notch of the lighter
body receives the finger tab whea the cigar cutter is in the
housed position. Additionally. the cutting knife housing may
defige 2 notch configured 1o receive the nger tab when the
cutting Kuife is in the closed position. Desirably. the cigar
cutter is substantially concealed by the lighter body when
the cigar cutter is in the housed position.

The tighter deviee in accordance with preferred embodi-
ment of the preseat invention has a aeat and compact
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appearance, and cnables the cigar cutier to he slid from the
housed. and desicably substantially concesled, pesition 10
the cuiting positioa in an effective manner. Because the cigar
cutier is substantiallv concealed when not in use, il is not
always exposed o moisture, din, dust or other undesirable
matter and, thas. eods 1o have a longer life than the vigar
cutters of the prior art devices. Adduionally, because the
cigar cutter is substantially concealed when nol ia use, the
cutting kaife is less likely w0 vause injury than the cutiing
kaives of the prior art devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention and the advantages thereot will
become more apparent upon consideration of the following .
detailed descripiion when taken in conjuncion with the
accompanviog drawings:

FIG. 1 is a pecspective view of a Tighter devics having 2
cigar cutter in aecordanee with a peeterred embodiment of
the invention, with the cigar culler in a housed position:

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the lighter device of FIG.
1 with the cigar culter in a cutting position, illustrating with
an arrow the direction of movement of the cutting Kaife of
the cigar cutter between an apee position a0d a closed
position;

FIG. 3 is a feont elevational view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2. with the cigac cutter {n the housed position.
with the shell of the lghter body illustrated in crass section
to show the cigar cutter and components of the lighter
mechanisa: ‘

FIG. 4 is a tragmentary view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2 with the cigar cutter in the cutting position and
the cutting Kaite in the open position and with one of the
housing members of the custing knife housing, the stop and
the spring removed to illustrate the cutting knife handle
portion engaged with the other housing member of the
cutting knife housing:

FIG. 5 is a cross section view (aken along the line 5—3
of FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 is a fragmentary view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2 lllustrating in cross section the cigar cutter in
a cutiing position and the cutting knile in an open position:

FIG. 7 is aa explodeduiew of the cigar cutter of the tighter
device of FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 8 is a rear elevational view of the lighter device of
FIGS. L and 2 with the cigar cutier in the housed position
and with the shell of the lighter body shown in cross section
to illustrate the spacer member and components of the
lighter mechanism: and

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of the fever am of the lighter
mechanism of the lighter device of FIGS. 1 and 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

While the invention may be susceptible to embodiment in
different forms, there is shown in the drawings, and herein
will be described in detail, specific embodiments with the
understanding that the preseat disclosure s to be considered
an exemplification of the principles of the invention, and is
not inteaded 1o limit the inveation to that as illustrated and
described heretn. )

FIGS. 1-9 illustrate a lighter device 10 in accordance with
a preferred cmbediment of the inventioa comprising gener-
ally u lighter becly 12 and a cigar cutter 14 slidably received
within a slot 16 delined by the lighter body. The cigar cutter
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4 is adapted to slide between a housed position where i1 is
substamially received by the slot 16 and concealed by the
fighter body 12 (see, eg., FIGS. 1, 3. 5 and 8) 2nd 2 cutticg
position where it is substantially outside of the lghter body
2 and can be used for cutting a cigar or the like {(see, e.g.,
FIGS. 2, + and 6). The lighter body 12 includes 2 lighter
mechanism 20 for creating a [lame for lighting the cigar or
the like.

The itlustrated lighter body L2 turther includes 2 hollow
shell 24, a spacer member 28 housed within the shefl 24, 2
boettorn member 30, and a bead portion 34 having a swikch
member 36, The shell 24 includes a rear portion 38 and a
tront portion 0, both of which desirably are arcuate. The
front portion 40 of the shell 24 defines aa arcuate gotch 42
to tacilitate releasable engagement between the cigar cuiter
14 and the lighier body 12 as herenalier desceibed. The
spacer member 28 and the shell 24 together define the stot
16 exiending most of the lengih of the lighter body 12 for
slidably receiving the cigar cutter 14

The spacer member 28 and the lighter bady 12 desirably
are configured so that the cigar culter 14 is reecived snugly
within the slat 16 when it is in the boused position and also
s0 that the lighter mechaaism 20 is suttably housed within
the shell 24 and the head poction 34, [n the illustrated, for
example, the spucer member 28 lacludes a generaliy Hat
front surtace 44 and 2 pair of opposed and longitudinally-
extending sice walls $6 extending from the front surface and
further defining the slot 16. The side walls 46, which extend
subslantially the entire length of the spucer member 23,
guidde the cigar cutter 14 curing sliding, The spacer member
2% also includes a genecally reclangular step 48 portion
adfacent the front sucface 44 having a wall 30 extending 10
the tront surtace further defining the slot 16 for abutting the
cigar cutter whea it is in the closed position. The spacer
member 28 incledes a rear surface 32 that desirably is
arcuate to complement the arcuate contiguration of the rear
portiva 38 of the shell 24, The froot surface H of the spacer
member 28 may include a pair of longitudinally-exiending
ribs 34 to Pacilitate sliding of the cigar cutter 14

The head portion 34 may be mounted 10 the spacer
member 28 in any suitable mannec such as by a plurality of
metal suds 36 or the like. In the ilustrated cmbodiment, one
ol the metal studs 56 exiends through the spacer membec 28
al the step 48 and through a downwardly exiending toague
38 of the head portion 34, The other metal stud 56 cxtends
through a pair of downwardly extending projections 66 of
the head portion 34 and through an epwardly extending

- projection (oot shown) of the spacer member 28 and

betwenn the prujections 66. The apwaedly exiending pro-
jection of the spacer member 28 may also include a boss
(also not shown) abulting the cigar cutter 14 when itis in the
housed position. Additionally, in the illustrated embodiment.
the switch member 36 includes a 1ongue 68 slidably received
by a passage 74 defined by an upward projection 76 of the
spacer member 28.

The bottom member 30 may be securcd to the spacer
member 28 in aay suitable manoer such as, for example, by
1 serew 60 or the like, and may deline 1 void 62 for
receivingly engaging an end portion 64 of the spacer mem-
ber 28. The bouom member 30 includes a pzir of shoulder
members 70 that define a U-shaped apecture 72 ia commu-
nication with the slot 6. The distance between the shoulder
members 70 of the bottom member 30 desirably is slighily
less than the distance between the opposed walls 303 of the
spacer member 28 so that the shoulder members cun abut-
ungly engage the cigar cutter 14, as herzinafter described. 10
mainiain engagement hetween the cigar cutter 14 and the
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lighter body 12 when the cigar cutter 14 is in the cutling
pusition. The hottom member 30 may also defire oae or
more apedures 78 (or wse in connection with the fueling or
other opcrauon ol the lighter mechanism 29.

The cigar cutter 14 comprises a cutting knife housing 80,
a cutting Knife 82 slidingly engaged therewith, and a vusting
knife handle ponmn 84- lmcural with, and extending rear-
wardly of, the cutting kaife. “The cutting knite housmn 80
and cutting knife handle portion 84 may be construeted of
any suitable material such as plastic or the like. The cuning
knite 82 desirably is constructed of metal.

The cutting knifs housing 80 defines an clongated passage
90 substantially along its leogth slidably receiving the
cuiting knife 82 and a circular hole 92 for recuiving a cigar
tor cuuing by the cutting knife. The cunting knife 82 is
adapled 10 slide relative 10 the cutting knife "housing 80
between a closed position (see, e.g., FIGS. 1.3, 5 and 8) and
an open position (see, e.g., FIGS. 2, 4 and 8). The illustrated
cutting knife 82 includes a cutting edge 96 that desivably
exlends at a slight aagle refative w the kuaimdinal axis of the
lighter body 12 to enhance its cigar cutting ability.

[n the illustrated embodimeat, the cutting knife housing
80 comprises 2 pair of housing members 180 and 102 that
are joined together in any suitable manner, such as, for
example, by a plurality of fasteners 104, The housing
member 100 defines a paic of opposed bosses 108 foc
abuttingly cagaging the shoulder member 70 of the bottom
member 30 when the cigar cutiee 14 is in the cutting position
o preveat the cigar cutier [4 from disengaging from the
lighter body 12. Eas.h of the housing members 100 and 102
includes opposed lorgitudinal guice walls 110 tor slidably
engaging opposed side lips 112 defined by the cutting knite
handie portion 84 10 [ncilitate sliding of the cutting kaife 82
refative to the cutting knife hnu.sm-r 80, and a pair of
shotldecs 114 restricting tfurther outward :ltchn;, of the
cutting kaite 82 whea the cutting knife is in the open
position 1o prevent the culting knife from disengaging from
the cutting koife housing 8. The housing member 102
desirably includes an outer sucface 118 that is arcuate 10
complemeat an arcuaie inner wall L44 of the tront portion 44
of the shell 24.

The cutting knife handle portion 84 also includes a base
120 and a tinger tab 122, desirably with a recessed area 124,
lo facilitale_manual gripping of the cutting knife handle
portion 84 to cause sliding of the cutting knife 82, The
housing member L02 defines a nawch 130 for receiving the
fingec tab 122 when the cigar cutter 14 is in the housed
position or when the cutting kaile 82 is oiherwise in 2 closed
position. The cutting knife handle poction 84 is contigured 10
be received by the passage 90 defined by the cutting Kaile
housing 80. The base 120 of the cutting Knife handle portion
84 is contigured to substamially enclose the slot 16 of the
lighter body 12 when the cigar cutter 14 is in the howsed
position. Thus, the length of the base 120 desicably is
substantially the same as oc slightly less than the distance
between shoulder members 70 of the bottom member 30.

Additionally, the cutting knife 82 desirably is adapted 10
be releasably locked to the cigar cutter 14 housing when the
cutting knife 82 is in the closed position so that the cutting
knile tends to remain in the closed pusitioa. In the illustrated
embodiment, for example, the froat face 132 of the cutting
kaile haadle portion 8+ includes a boss 134 that releasably
engzges the housing member [02 of the cutting knife
housing 80 whea the cutting kaife 82 is in the closed

; position.

The illustrated cigar cutter 14 also includes a siop 140 and
a spring 142 contacting the stop 140 for outwardly biasing



the stop 140 to facilitate releasable engagement wiih the
shell 24 10 releasably lock the cigar cutter 14 in the cutting
position. Manual pressing of the siop 140 compresses the
spring 142 and enables 1he stop 1o disengage trom notch 42
so that the cigar cutier 14 can be slid wuhm the sloi 16
desirably by pushing the base 126 ol the cutting knife handie
portion 84, The inner surtace 144 of the shell 24 engages the
stop 140 and maintains it in a c!epre:,sed poxition as the stop
140 <nters the slot 16 and as the cigar cutter 14 moves 1o its
housed position. The dlustrated stop 140 extends through an
aperture 150 defined by the housing member 102 and
tneludes a bottom lip 152 1o engage a bottom surtace 154 of
the housing member 102 and to maintain the stop 140 within
the apecture. The housing member 100 defives a void 160 on
its top surface receiving the stop 140 and includes 3 bollow
column 162 defining a chamber 164, The spring 142 is
received within the chamber 64 and within a bore 180
delined by the bottom of the stop [40.

The notch 42 defined by the shell 24, the siop 140, the
fiager tab 122 and the notch 130 defined by the housing
member H02 of the cutting knife housing 80 desirably have
complementary configurations, As a result, the finger lab
122 can be received by the noteh 42 of the shell 24 when 1he
cigar cutter 14 is in the housed position. and can be received
by the neteh 130 of the cutting knife housing 80 when the
cutting knite 82 is In the closed position. Additonally, the
stop 40 is received by the noteh 42 of the shell 24 1o
celeasably engage the shell 24 when the cigar cutter [4is in
the open position. lo the Hustrated embodimear, fur
example, the notches 42 and 130 aad the engaging portioas
of the finger tab 122 and siop 140 have complementary
areuate configurations,

The cigar cuner 14 in gecordance with a preferrsd
cmbodiment of the present invention operates as follows. .
[nitially, the cigar cutter 14 is in a housed position within 1he
lighter body 12 (see, e, FIG. 1). In this position: the cigar
cutter 14 is received substaatially within the slot 18; ihe
cutting Knife 82 is releasably locked in the closed position by
the boss 132; the finger tab 122 is received by the notches
42 and 130 ol the shell 24 aml 1he housing member of the
cigar cutter k45 and the stop 140 is depressed by the inner
surtace 144 of the shell 24,

The cigar cutter 14 can then be shid 1o the cutting positica
by grasping the finger tab 122 of the cutting kaifs handle
poction 84 anct pulling the cutting knife handle portion 84
eelative w the cutting knife housing 80 and the lighter hody
12. As the cutting knife bandle portion 84 is pulled; the
cutting knife 82 initially slides outside of the lightec body 12
to aa open position and, vave the side Hips 112 ol the cunting
kaife handle portion 84 contact the shoulders U4 of the
bhousing members 100 and 102 of the cuiting knife housing
80, the cutting knife housing 80 also slides cutside of the
tighter Dody 12, As the stop 140 emerges from the lighter
body 12, it pops cutwardly 2nd is received by the notch 42
ob the sheil 24 causing engagement of the cigar culter 14 and
the lighter body 12, theceby releasably locking the cigar
cutter 14 in the cutling position.

Therealter, the cigar may then be inserted into the hole 92
of the cigar cutter 14, and then, by pushing the cutting kaite
handle portion 84 10 the closed position, the vigar is cur by
the cutting edge 96 of the cuiting knife 82. The stop 140
prevents the cutting knife housing 80 from sliding into the
lighter body 12 as the cutting oceurs, To slide the cigar cutter
L4 back into the lighter body (2, the stop 140 is manually
pressed and the base 120 of the cutting knife handle poricn
84 pushed until the inger 1ab 122 s received by the noich
42 of the shell 24,
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The lighter mechanism 28 may have any suitable con-
struction and may, in accordagce with the ilustrated
embodiment, be a torch-type lighter that is well suited for
igaiting cigars. The illusteated lighter mechanism 20 com-
prises a lighter fuel container 200 received by achamber 202
defined by the spaciér member 28 for storing lighter fuel, an
feaiter 204 for creating a spark, a'lever arm 206 engaged
with the igniler and & valve 208 of the fuel contaiger, and a
toreh mechanism 214 housed within the lighler head poction
34 tor emitting fuel for ignition by the spark. The illustratcd
torch mechanism 210 emits fuel into a bore 220 defined by
the lighter head portion 34 that extends genecally perpen-
diculac ta the longitudinal axis of the lighter device 10, The
valve 208 of the t'ucl coatainer 200 is engaged with the lorch
meclanism 210 by a fuel conduit 222, Additionally. the
lgnllcr 204 includes a wire conduit 224 that extendls from the
igaiter 204 10 adjacent the wrch mechanisem 210 within the
boee 220. The wire coaduit 224 may be encased within a
suitable protective covering and, it desiced. may also he
received by a further protective conduit 326,

The {Hustrated lighter mechanism 20 operates as follows.
The switch member 36 is depressed, causing the lever arm
206 10 open the valve 208 of the fuel container 200 and
causing the fuel container 1o force fuel into the torch
mechanism 210 and alse causing the igniter 204 10 create 2
spark within the bore 220 of the lighier head portion 34, The
fuel emitted by the torch mechanism 210 is ignited by the
spark causing the torch flame 10 be emitted out of the bore
220 in a direction generally perpendicular to the longitudinal
axis ot the lighier device 10,

The lighter device 10 in accordance with preferred
embediment of the present invention has a neat and compact
appearance, and enables the cigar cutier 14 1o be slid from
a housed, and desirably substantially concealed, position to
a culting position in an clfective manner, Because the cutting
knif: 82 is substantially concealed when not in use, it tends
10 have a longer Hife than the cutting kaives of the pricr art
devices. Additionally, because the cutting knite 82 is sub-
stantially concealed when not in use. it is less likely to cause
imjucy than the cutting kaives of the prioc art devives.

The foregoing description is for purposes of iilustration
only and {5 ool inteaded to limit the scope of protection
accoeded this invention, The scope of protection is 10 be
measured by the following claims, which should be tater-
preted as broadly as the inveative contribution permits.

The invention claimed is:

L. A lighter device comprising

{a} a lighter body adapted to create a flame and defining
a slog;

(b) a cigar cuttee stidably engaged with the tighter body
and slidable between a housed position wherein the
vigar cutter is received substaniially within the slot and
a cutting position wherein the cigar cutter {5 substan-
tially owtside of the lighter body, the cigar cutier
including a cutting knife housing and a cutting kaile
slidably eogaged with the cutting knite housing; and

{¢) a stop associated with the cigar culler adapted 10
releasably lock the cutting kaite housing to the lighter
body when the cigar cutter is in the cutting position ©
prevent the cutting knife housing from sliding toward
the housed position, and to unlock the cutting kaifc
bousing from the lighter body to permit the cutting
knite housing 10 slide from the caning position woward
the housed position.

2. The lighter device of ¢laim 1 further including a sprine

for biasing the stop.




L

3. The lighter device of claim | wherein the auiting knite
housing defines bore tor reccivably cagagimg the siop.

4. The lighter device of claim 3 further mx.!udlcg aspeing
for biasing the stop.

5. The lighter of claim £ fucther including a spring foe
ourwardly biusing the stop and wherein the lighier body
includes an inner surtace defining the slot and adaptcd o
inwardly Dias the stop when the cutting kni'c housing is
received within the slot.

6. The lighter device of ¢laim 5 wherein the cuiting knife
housing defines a bore for receivably engaging the slop.

7. The lighter device of claim L wherein the lighter body
defines a aolch for receivably cogaging the stop when the
cigar cutter is in the culting position.

3. The lightet device of claim [ further including 1 handle
portioa associated with the cuttiag knife and having a tinger
lab.

9. The lighter device of ¢laim 8 wherein the lighter body
defines a nowch for receivably engaging (he ticger 1ab when
the elgar cutter s o the housed positioa.

L0. The lighter device of claim 9 whereia the siop is
receivably cagaged by the notch of the lightes bedy whea the
sigar culler is in the culting position to releasubly lock 1he
cutting knife housing w the lighter body,

LL. “The ligbler device of claim 10 wherein the cutting
knite hmusmv defines a noteh for reecivably engaging the
finger tab whea the cutting knife is in a closed position.

12. The lighter device of claim 1 wherein the cigar cutter
i suhslanln!ly coneealed by the lighter bady whea the cigar
cutter is in the houset posumn

13. A lighter device comprising

{a) a lighter body adapted to create a flame and defining

a slot;
{bb) a cigar cutter slidably engaged with the lighter body
and slidable between a housed position wherein the
cigar cutter is reeeived substaatially within the slot agd
'sulw'lnuallv concealed by the lwhter body and 2 cut-
ting position wherein the cigar cutier is substantially
outsicle of the housing, the cigar cutter including a
cutting knife hoesing and a cuting knife slldably
engaged with the culling knife housing und slidable
between open and closed positivas, the cuttiog knite
housing defining a passage slidably receiving the cut-
ting knife 20d an aperture for reeeiving a cigar when the

.Case: 1:00-cv-02473 Document #: 1 Filed: 04725/00 Page 15 0f t7 Paget
3.913.676

1

M)

"

&

=

Padien,

a4
D15

o/
3

<utting kaife is in the open pasition and the cigar cutier
is tn the cutting pusition;

(<) 2 stop asseciated witl the cutting knife housing
adapted to releasably lock the cutting knife housing 1o
the lighter bady when the cigar cuiier is in the cutting
position 10 prévent the cutting knife housing from
slicing 1oward the housed position, and 10 enlock the
cuidag knife housing from the lighter budy to permit
the cutting knife housing to stide from the cutting meode
position 1o the housed position: wnd

(d) 2 spring tor biasing the stop outwardly refative 1o the
cutting kaife housing,

L4 The lighter of L!mm 13 wherein the lighter body
inclules an inner surface delining the slot and wdapied 1o
mwardly bias the stop when the stap is within the slot.

L3. The lighter device of claim 13 wherein Lhe cigar cutier
includes a cutting knife handle portion asseciated with the
cutting knife and haviag a finger tab,

16. The lighter device of chim 13 wherein the ligher
budy includes a shell that defines a notch for receivahly
engaging the finger tab when the cigarcutter is in the housed
position. and for recejvably cagaging the step o releasably
lock the cutting knife hou%mw to the lighter body when the
cigar cutter is in the cutting position.

17, The tighter device ut claim 16 whereia the cutting
knife housing detines a nowch for receivably engaging the
Hnger tab when the cigar cutter i3 in Lhe houw:d posmon

18. The lighter device of claim 13 wherein the cigar cutter
is c.ub'smmmil\«r concealed by the lighter body wi hen the cigar
cutter is in the housed position.

19. The lightee device of claim 13 wherein the cutting
knife housing defines a bore receivably engaging the stop.

20. The lighter device of claim (9 wheeein the stop
includes a [1p for maintaining the stop within the bore.

21 The lighter dovice of claim 13 wherein the cigar cutier
including a cutting knife handle portion mounted ¢ the
cutting kmte. the cutting knife handle portion includes a
buss tor releasubly ent'aym., the cutting knife housing 10
releasably tock the cutting kaife haadle partion to the cutting
kaite hmmna, when the cuiting knite is in the closed
position.
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