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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA

&

THE CARLEIGH RAE CORPORATION,

Plaindft cvitacion =601 798
) CLV - SEITZ

MAGISTRATE
CUSTOM BUOYANCY, INC., BANDSTRA NIGHT BOX

a California Corporation, FILED
30 2003

Defendant
CLARENCE MADDOX
CLERK, USDC/SDFL/FTL

VERIFIED COMPLAINT

For its complaint herein, Plaintiff THE CARLEIGH RAE CORPORATION (Plaintiff) avers as

follows.

1. This is an action for patent infringement of United States Letters Patent No. 5,855,454, No.
6,530,725 and No. 6,558,082 of which Plaintiff is the Assignee.

2. Plaintiff is a corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Florida and having
its principal place of business in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

3. Upon information and belief, Defendant CUSTOM BUOYANCY, INC., is a corporation
organized and existing under the laws of the State of California and having its principal place of business
at Torrance, California.

4, Defendant transacts or has transacted business within this judicial district for its individual gain

and benefit, and is subject to the jurisdiction of this Court.



Case 0:03-cv-61798-PAS Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 10/01/2003 Page 2 of 167

JURISDICTION AND VENUE
5. This is an action which arises under the Patent Laws of the United States, United States Code,
Title 35.
6. This Court has jurisdiction over the claims Plaintiff is asserting udner 28 U.S.C. §1338 and
1400.

7. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. §1391 (b).

FACTUAL BACKGROUND

8. For many years, Plaintiff, and/or its assignors, have been engaged in the development,
manufacture and sale of water safety and performance improvement products particularly for use in the
dive, marine and boating industry.

9. Plaintiff, and/or its assignors, have expended considerable time, effort and moneys in the
development of their various unique and novel products.

10.  As is customary to protect its investment in the development of its many unique and novel
products, Plaintiff, and/or its assignors, have filed numerous patent applications for United States
Letters Patent, which include, but are not limited to, Application Serial No. 08/645,206 filed May 13,
1996, Application Serial No. 09/255,892 filed January 4, 1999, and Application Serial No.
09/641,932 filed August 18, 2000. These applications were filed in the name of William L. Courtney
and Robert M. Carmichael.

11.  The aforementioned applications were allowed by the United Sates Patent and Trademark
Office and granted respectively on January 5, 1999 as United States Letters Patent No. 5,855,454 (the

‘454 Patent), March 11, 2003 as United States Patent 6,530,725 (the ‘725 Patent), and May 6, 2003
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as United States Letters Patent 6,558,082 (the ‘082 Patent). A true copy of the ‘454, ‘725 and ‘082
patents are attached hereto as Exhibits A, B and C respectively.
12.  All three patents were assigned to Plaintiff by an assignment executed on August 14, 2003. A
true copy of the assignment is attached hereto as Exhibit D.
13.  Plaintiff or its inventor principals/assignors have continuously been the owners of all right, title
and interest in and to the inventions of the ‘454 Patent, the ‘725 Patent and the ‘082 Patent.
14. Since the issuance of the Patents, Plaintiff and/or its assignors, have complied with all marking
requirements under Title 35 U.S.C.
15.  Plaintiff, and/or its assignors, placed Defendant on actual notice of Plaintiff’s rights by
hand delivering a copy of the ‘454 Patent personally to Defendant at the Diving Equipment and
Marketing Association Conference on approximately October 23, 2002.
16.  With full knowledge of Plaintiff, and/or its assignor’s patent rights, Defendant is making, using
and selling, within this District and elsewhere, products that infringe the ‘454 Patent, the ‘725 Patent
and/or the ‘082 Patent.
17.  All conditions precedent to bringing this action have either occurred or been waived.
18.  Plaintiff has been required to retain the services of the undersigned counsel and agreed to pay
them a reasonable fee for which Defendant is responsible pursuant to Title 35 U.S.C., especially in
view of the willful and intentional nature of Defendant’s infringement.

COUNT ONE

PATENT INFRINGEMENT
(U.S. PATENT NO. 5.855.454)

19.  Plaintiff repeats and realleges Paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Complaint as if fully set forth
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herein.

20.  Defendant has infringed the ‘454 Patent since it issued by making, using and/or selling products
covered by one or more claims of the ‘454 Patent in the United States and its territories and specifically
in this Southern District of Florida, and will continue such infringement unless enjoined by this Court.
21.  Given Defendant’s actual knowledge of Plaintiff and/or assignor’s patent rights, Defendant’s
acts are intentional and willful in nature, and done with full knowledge of causing substantial harm to
Plaintiff.

22.  Asaresult of Defendant’s willful activities and infringement, Plaintiff has suffered and will
continue to suffer grievous damage.

23.  Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for:

A. A finding by this Court that Defendants have infringed United States Letters Patent No.
5,855,454;

B. An award against Defendant for damages suffered by Plaintiff as a result of Defendant’s acts of
infringement with prejudgment interest;

C. An award of Defendant’s profits from Defendant’s acts of infringement;

D. A finding by this Court that any award by trebled in view of Defendant’s willful and intentional
infringement;

E. An order enjoining Defendant and its subsidiaries, related companies, parent, agents, officers,
directors and employees, and all others acting in concert or participation with it, from infringing United

States Letters Patent No. 5,855,454,
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States Letters Patent No. 5,855,454,
F. An award to Plaintiff of attorney’s fees, costs and expenses in this action; and
G. Any other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper under
the conditions.
COUNT TWO

PATENT INFRINGEMENT
(U.S. PATENT NO. 6,530,725)

24.  Plaintiff repeats and realleges Paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Complaint as if fully set forth
herein.

25.  Defendant has infringed the ‘725 Patent since it issued by making, using and/or selling products
covered by one or more claims of the ‘725 Patent in the United States and its territories and specifically
in this Southern District of Florida, and will continue such infringement unless enjoined by this Court.
26.  Asaresult of Defendant’s infringement, Plaintiff has suffered and will continue to suffer grievous
damage.

27.  Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for:

A. A finding by this Court that Defendants have infringed United States Letters Patent No.
6,530,725,

B. An award against Defendant for damages suffered by Plaintiff as a result of Defendant’s acts of
infringement with prejudgment interest;

C. An award of Defendant’s profits from Defendant’s acts of infringement;

D. An order enjoining Defendant and its subsidiaries, related companies, parent, agents, officers,
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directors and employees, and all others acting in concert or participation with it, from infringing United
States Letters Patent No. 6,530,725;
E. An award to Plaintiff of attorney’s fees, costs and expenses in this action; and
F. Any other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper under
the conditions.
COUNT THREE

PATENT INFRINGEMENT
(U.S. PATENT NO. 6,558,082)

29.  Plantiff repeats and realleges Paragraphs 1 through 18 of this Complaint as if fully set forth
herein.

30.  Defendant has infringed the ‘082 Patent since it issued by making, using and/or selling products
covered by one or more claims of the ‘082 Patent in the United States and its territories and specifically

in this Southern District of Florida, and will continue such infringement unless enjoined by this Court.

31. As aresult of Defendant’s infringement, Plaintiff has suffered and will continue to suffer grievous
damage.
32.  Plaintiff has no adequate remedy at law.

WHEREFORE Plaintiff prays for:

A. A finding by this Court that Defendants have infringed United States Letters Patent No.
6,558,082;

B. An award against Defendant for damages suffered by Plaintiff as a result of Defendant’s acts of
infringement with prejudgment interest;

C. An award of Defendant’s profits from Defendant’s acts of infringement;
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directors and employees, and all others acting in concert or participation with it, from infringing United
States Letters Patent No. 6,558,082;

E. An award to Plaintiff of attorney’s fees, costs and expenses in this action; and

F. Any other and further relief as this Court may deem just and proper under

the conditions.

I hereby verify that the allegationsset/ibvﬁh‘l\ﬁm\are true and correct.
/,//.
| ——

Robert Carmichael, Pres.
Carleigh Rae Corp.

STATE OF FLORIDA
COUNTY OF BROWARD

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on this day before by, an officer duly qualified to take
acknowledgments, personally appeared
‘ ’1‘/“\ L«.u cChae L\

1. { ) tome personally known to be the person described herein and who executed the
foregoing instrument, and acknowledged under oath that he executed the same or
2. { } who produced identification in the form of , and

acknowledged under oath before me that he executed the same.

WITNESS my hand and official seal in the County and State aforesaid this 24: day of

\E ,zom.ﬁ ,

Nom lic
Swd C/K AN

(Type/Print Name of Notary) p
My Commission Expires

t
q'

S, John F. Brad
R % o
5 & MY COMMISSION # DDDSISQZYM EXPIRES

November 2, 2005
BONDED THRU TROY FAIN INSURANCE, INC.
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THE CARLEIGH RAE CO

Jo .B adley, Esq. AN
Florida Bar No. 0779910
Jamin D. Rubenstein, Esq.
Florida Bar No. 0514284
JOHN BRADLEY & ASSOCIATES P.A.
Attorneys for Plaintiff

1215 East Broward Boulevard
Suite 200

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33301
Phone: (954) 523-6160

Fax: (954) 523-6190
Email: jfblaw@bellsouth.net

Date: (E Z Q 'O’b
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EXHIBIT A
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{571 ABSTRACT

A counterweight assembly is provided to enhance heads up
surface positioning of a person. The assembly includes a
weight/ballast member strategically disposed on a cylinder/
tank worn by a diver during a dive. The weight member can
be artached by several different embodiments. Preferably.
the weight member is attached such that the diver cannot
release or adjust the weight member while he or she is
diving. The weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning in the event the person
becomes incapacitated Also provided are several other
water safety and survival devices.

arsememeseescsnasssensee senmase

19 Claims, 23 Drawing Sheets
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5.855.454

1
WATER SAFETY AND SURVIVAL SYSTEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 08/149.137. filed Nov. 8. 1993. now
U.S. Pat. No. 5516233, which is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 07/870244. filed Apr. 17. 1992.
now abandoned.

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to water safety gear includ-
ing life vests. integrated rescue products. and hypothermic
protective gear. adapted for one-time use by the victim
placed in the water by accident or for regular use by the
water enthusiast whether a sailor or scuba diver.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Heretofore. accidental immersion often resulted in death
by two causes. aspiration leading to asphyxiation or hypo-
thermia. A life saving system. to be viable for mare than a
few minutes. must successfully address both of these issues.
Current life vests supply the requisite amount of buoyancy
to return the victim to the surface. but often require a
comscious victim's involvement to keep the airway clear
While it is common practice. as well as legally mandated.
that all civilian. commercial. and non-civilian vessels carry
Coast Guard approved life vests. many current water safety
products provide only a limited portion of the safety they are
capable of providing. They do provide for positive buoyancy
during the shock of the initial entry into the water. but by
incorporation of the concepts disclosed herein are capable of
providing significantly improved airway protection after the
initial insuit with significantly increased reliability of airway
protection and less bulk cost and. consequently. more
compliance.

By force of habit. life vests are currently designed after
clothing and as such they open in the middie of the chest.
producing a point of reduced buoyancy where it is least
acceptable. The division of the forward chamber into two
halves produces two side chambers which are each capable
of generating righting moments in the water. When a right-
ing moment is created on the body of an exhausted or
unconscious individual. they can be stabilized in a face
down or side down position. If the left or right side is out of
the water. concurrent loss of muscle tone in the neck allows
the face. nose. and mouth to be positioned underwater. Thus,
current constructions of many life vest are really only
adequate for conscious. alert. and active victims because
they require participation. constant monitoring and adjust-
meat by the user to keep the face and airway out of the water.

On sudden entry into the water. water on face actuates the
Dive Reflex. which is a rapid uncontrollable inhalation. This
reflex often results in aspirating water with its consequent
choking and coughing. This distress further complicates the
victim's ability to right themselves and assist in their own
rescue. It is often the case that the sailor who is knocked
overboard by the boom of the sail or is swept overboard by
awave. can suffer a temporary loss of consciousness. During
this initial interval it is important that their life vest not only
buoy them to the surface. but that it also obtain and maintain
the victim's face and airway out of the water until con-
sciousness is regained.

The only life vest that is of any value is the life vest that
is worn. Compliance can not be ignored as an important
criteria in the design and manufacture of any safety product.
The acwal use of safety vests has begun to move forward by
the hybrid personal flotation devices. The HPFD is a com-
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bination of a certain amount of inherently buoyant material
along with an additional amount of inflatable buoyancy.
Because of the reduced amount of bulk and therefore
increased convenience associated with the hpfd. their accep-
tance is growing. U.S. Pat. No. 4.681.552 issued Jul 21.
1987 to William Courtney. addresses the value of hybrid
personal flotatiop devices. Like many vest style safety
products and in particular all buovancy compensators. the
BC vest described in U.S. Pat. No. 4.681.552. when both
chambers are inflated in the configuration disclosed in FIG.
1. would stabilize the user on their side. placing their airway
underwater if the user was unable to hold their head up.

The vest that is constructed entirely from inflatable cham-
bers is much more comfortable. convenient and therefare is
frequently worn by itself and is now approved by the United
States Coast Guard. The purely inflatable product such as the
inflatable sailing harness. wind breaker. safety device.
because of its compactess. is often the actual product worn
by the vicim. Many purely inflatable safety products
attempt to compensate for the lack of inherent buoyancy by
generating large amounts of lift. The use of excessive lift
often results in the use of air under the arms where it creates
the side up righting moment that can jeopardize the airway.
a design defect addressed by the instant invention.

The airlines. because of their insoluble stowage problems
are allowed the use of a purely inflatable device that has
redundant chambers to guard against the failure problems
inherent in single chamber safety devices. The scuba diver
also wears a purely inflatable device known as a buoyancy
compensatar or “BC.” which looks like a traditionai life vest
but because it lacks at least reliability is not called such. The
sailor is known to use inflatable wind breakers. All these
devices. as well as many not described here. that are meant
to provide surface flotation to individuals in the water. would
be markedly improved by incorporation of the concepts
described herein. Whether constructed solely from inher-
ently buoyant means as arc traditional life vests. or con-
structed from a hybrid composition of inherently buoyant
and partially inflatable. or constructed from purely inflatable
components. the specific location of a minimal amount of
ballast in accordance with the construction herein disclosed
would confer dramatic improvements in bulk. cost and
compliance and consequently. in safety and survival statis-
tics at sea.

The prior art on the use of dual chambered safety vests
includes Swedish patent #203592 issued to Lindqvist on
Apr. 1966. This patent discloses a dual chambered product
with a large forward chamber which would allow the victim
to be stabilized in cither a heads up position or if uncon-
scious the victim could be stabilized lying over the forward
float with their nosc and mouth underwater. The device also
relies on the victim’s legs to apply tension to a draw string
to pull the rear chamber up behind the victim's neck. For the
active participant the product may have some utility but
would be unsuccessful if not closely regulated. In addition
the product is needlessly large and thus unnecessarily bulky
when deflated. a feature that often results in the product
being stored in a locker rather than being worn.

The buoyancy compensator is a convenience product that
has unfortunately replaced the diver’s safety vest. The
buoyancy compensator is a specific adaptation of a purely
inflatable safety product that is worn by the diver for use
both at the surface and underwater. The product evolved
from the orally inflated safety vest that had the appearance
of and was often calied a horse collar vest. After decades of
diving it was decided that the diver woylgd begefit from the
inclusion of a chamber to hold air while ultdhaShitas
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the loss of buoyancy that occurs as the diver’s thermal
protective gear is compressed at depth. The initial cornpen-
sators for this shift in buoyancy were containers that could
be filled with air to displace water and therefore generate
increased buoyancy as the diver’s wet suit was compressed
by the water. 1n an emergency this device could be easily
disconnected from the diver.

The next step in the evolution of the buoyancy compen-
sator was 10 use the air cylinder to inflate the safety vest. a
product designed to protect the airway at the surface. Its
proximity to the face and neck. its obstruction of the chest
and therefore the site of controls for the dry suit diver. its
general bulk and appearance left room for the advent of the
life vest style buoyancy compensator. The initial detached.
canister buoyvancy compensators were of low volume and
easy to ditch. The horse collar and then the life vest style
buoyancy compensator became volumipous. The larger lift
capacity became equivalent to the better the product. Buoy-
ancy compensators are available with 80 1b. lift capacities.
At the surface the high lift product conferred a sense of
security because it would buoy the diver far above the water
as long as diver remained in firm control of the product. As
the diving population became more diverse in heaith and
age. the false sense of securiry led to marked competitive-
ness over the amount of lift that could be attached to the
diver. The product is so confused with security that a diver
cap not get onto a dive boar without wearing a high lift
buoyancy compensator for “safety” reasons.

The inflatable products worn by scuba divers as disclosed
in Greenwood's U.S. Pat. No. 3.436.777: Robert’s U.S. Pat.
No. 3.747.140: Walters™ U.S. Par No. 4.016.616: Wright
IT's U.S. Pat. No. 4.137.585: Scont’s U.S. Pat. No. 4.176.
418: Maness's U.S. Pat. No. 4324.234: or Courtney’s U.S.
Pat. Nos. 4.645.465 and 4.681.552. and all buoyancy com-
p=nsators in the prior art are complicated by the attachment
of an air cylinder that undergoes shifts in buoyancy through-
out each dive as the cvlinder empties and becomes more
buoyant The size of the shift ip buoyancy is directdy
proportional to the size of the cylinder used. The pature of
the shift in buovancy. whether the cylinder ends up posi-
tively buovant or only less negative. is a combination of
cylinder composition. most commonly aluminum or steel
and the water density. fresh. brackish or salt. Some air
cylinders become six pounds positively buoyant when
empty in sea water. This cylinder will float on its longiru-
dinai axis as will the diver who is attached to that cylinder.
Consequenty. if for any reason the diver is unconscious.
such as from a minor embolism from rapid ascent. blackout.
trauma. medical problem or just over exhausted after being
stranded ar sea. they will eventually lic along side the air
cylinder with their airway under the water and statisticaily
the deaths are recorded as drowning. The current manage-
ment of the life threatening side righting moments of every
vest style buovancy compensaror is to disclaim liability for
keeping the airway out of the water.

The instant invention discloses the integration of a very
small amount of non-releasable weight exactly opposite the
diver that converts the oaly inflatable worn by divers into a
product that will protect the airway if the diver is unable to.
The artachment of weight to the air cylinder in the prior ant
has been a way for carrying the ballast necessary for the
diver to be able to submerge. and thus were designed to carry
significant amounts of weight. Patents issued have turned on
the design of the release system. The dive community
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must not accidemally release. but once the diver chooses to
release the ballast the mechanism must be simple enough
that it will pot fail. Al of the prior art by way of its
incorporation of reliable release mechanism assures the
diver that as an emergency is evolving and their weights are
dropped to gain a better surface awtitude. the air cylinder that
was critical for use under water and is now empty will be
attempting to float the diver on their side. If the diver is
upable to oppose this action. their nose and mouth will be
forcefully submerged.

It is to be noted that in U.S. Pat. No. 4.455.718. the quick
releasc means is positioned cenwally to allow access by
cither hand in the event of an emergency release. Prior to the
release. the central positioning of the quick release mecha-
nism necessitates that the weights as demonstrated in FIGS.
1 and 2 and be placed off center. potentially reenforcing the
side righting moments of the life vest style buoyancy
compensator. The keel retaining system disclosed is built
into the buoyancy compensator so it will not be lost or left
at home. the buoyancy compensator cannot be safely used
without this critical component. In patent U.S. Pat. No.
3.670.509 it is noted that the ballast is located in front of the
tank. ciose to the back of the diver and consequeatly closer
to the axis of rotation which parallels the spine of the diver.
thereby drastically reducing the rotational enexgy generated
per unit of keel weight. This greatly reduces the effective
strength of the angular rotation generated by a particular
amount of ballast. Since some divers in the tropics may dive
with only a few pounds of weight. it is important that the
keel weight be kept as far away from the axis of rotation as
is possible to maximize the strength of the righting moment.
The critical location is on the exact opposite side of the tank
from the diver. U.S. Pat. No. 3.670.509 refers to “substantial
reducing” the tendency to force the diver face into the water.
Use of the disclosed improvements will not allow the face to
remain underwater. The ballast in pateat U.S. Pat. No.
3.670.509 that attempts to reduce the face down righting
moment. positions the diver so that they are able to “. . .
activate the weight release mechanism. ™. with the loss of the
ballast the diver then would be back to floating on their side
with their airway underwater. U.S. Pat. No. 3.967.459
locates the weight system inferior and adjacent to the diver
nearly the exact opposite as disclosed herein. It is also poted
that this weight system is intended to be reieased in an
emergency reestablishing the tendency of the cylinder to
submerge the diver’s airway. The integrated ballast system
of U.S. Pat. No. 4.752.263 is similar in that it is refeasible.
and Jocated inferior and adjacent to the diver allowing for an
airway endangering surface position. The ballast system
disciosed in U.S. Pat. No. 2.120.420 places weight sym-
metrically about the diver which would totally eliminate any
heads up righting moment and in fact would stabilize the
diver 50% of the titne in a face down position. additionally.
this system is not designed to be used with an air cylinder.
but rather a Surface supply air system.

The instant invention achieves many critical features
including providing that the weight be permanently
attached. sp that in an emergency it cannot be dropped. Since
the keel weight must be small enough to not compromise
surface safety. it must be located on the cylinder exactly
opposite the diver where it generates the maximal rotational
energy per pound of keel rotatiopal energy desperately
needed to repeatedly turn the unconscious diver over onto
their back against minor righting moments caused by limbs.
variations in body density. and attached gear In particular.
if the victim dives near heavy surf where the waves can flip
a victim over onto their face. a strong heads up righting
moment is essential.
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Another critical problem with the use of all curremt
buoyancy compensators is that they combine high lift sur-
face flotation needs with low lift underwater buoyancy
needs. That same device at depth entraps pressurized air by
design. The 190 Ib. diver at 120 feet underwater requires
gine pounds of air in their buoyancy compensator due to
compression of their cold water wet suit. should that diver
begin an uncontrolled ascent because; their regulator
malfunctions. their tank is empty. they lose their mask and
become disariented. the power inflator sticks on their buoy-
ancy compensators. they suffer a minor medical problems as
they attempt an emergency assent. for whatever the reason.
as the diver ascends. the air in their buoyancy compensator
begins to expand. Ten pounds of air at 99 feet underwater.
increases to 13.3 pounds at 66 feet and increases to twenty
pounds at 33 feet and doubles forty pounds during the last
33 feet of the water column. enough air to create excessively
fast ascent rates.

Recommended safc ascent rates are in the process of
being reduced from 60 feet per minute to 20-30 feet per
minute. A buoyancy compesnsatar that can contain 30 Ibs. of
air can accelerate a diver who is stationary less than 10 feet
underwater to the surface at average velocities over the last
4 feet. in excess of 200 to 250 feet per mimute. Ascent rates
from greater depths or ascent rates with larger buoyancy
compensators such as cumrently available products generat-
ing 40. 60 or 80 Ibs. of lift are unknown. It is known that if
a person’s lungs are fully inflated and they hold their breath
while ascending three and a half (33%) or four (4) feet. their
lungs will rupture. Pulmonary barotrauma introduces air into
the circulation where it can obstruct circulation and result in
infarction of the tissue involved. Since the diver is oftea
vertical during an uncontrolied rapid ascent. the embolism
most often travels to the brain. Unless the diver is
re-compressed within minutes damage is permapent and
possibly fatal. The prior art on buoyancy compensators. as
is practiced in the diving community. unformnately com-
bines low lift buoyancy compensation neceds with high lift
susface flotation. The prior art buoyancy compensator is in
desperate need of the many advances disclosed herein

Once the conscious or unconscious individual is sup-
ported safely at the surface with their airway free and clear.
the next major threat to the water borne victim whether
recently remurned from the depths or a survivor of a common
carrier accident such as an airplane crash. is from: not being
seen by search and rescue efforts. of being drowned while
attemnpting a rescue or from hypothermia.

The rapid lowering of the body’s care temperature resuits
in interruption of life sustaining cognitive activities such as
staying in a tucked fetal position. which further aggravates
heat loss. With the loss of cognition the victim stops
monitoring and responding to changing surface conditions.
Inevitably hypothermia imterferes in brain stem activities
such as musculoskeletal tone and respiration. It is widely
known :hazhypommismeacunlmluinmostacd
dental immersions. In response to such knowledge. exposure
suits have been developed to insulate individuals and pre-
serve core temperature thus extending strvival from minutes
to hours. An effective exposure suit is a large. bulky item that
is prohibitively expensive. Despite these serious drawbacks
it is the only alternative to dying from hypothermia within
minutes and as such it is a legaily mandated safety device for
the industial sector where its costs. bulk and inconve-
niences car be borne. Exposure suit costs and bulk have
prevented their use being required in the recreational. civil-
ian or commercial camier sectors such as airlines. liners.
ferries etc. Therefore it is clear that despite recognition that
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hypothermia is the active process in death at sea. there has
not cxisted until this time a viable. affordable. storable

means to control hypothermia.

To address this deficiency in the prior art. the cumrent
invention addresses both aspects of safety at sea. Rescue can
rarely be performed within minutes. Often the sailor on
watch is not missed until the next watch. obviously the
single handed sailor is mever missed. The sinking of a
civilian or commercial carrier is often unattended for many
hours or longer. As is noted in Harrigan's U.S. Pat. No.
2.114301:; Bennett's U.S. Pat. No. 3.105.981; or DeSimo-
pe’s U.S. Pat. No. 4.187.570. there exists complex. bulky
and costly means whereby jet pilots and navy personnel
have personal power inflated life rafts. These automatically
inflated life rafts require a cylinder whose cost alone is
prohibitive to private and commercial carriers. The bulk of
the cylinder. the bulk of the raft constructed from a fabric
capable of withstanding pressurized inflation and high
impact forces resuits in a device that is incompatible with
civilian and commexcial carriers such as airlines or femies.
yet alone individuals wind surfing. fishing from rubber rafts
or touring octan kayaks.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The smallest safety vest that reliably protects the victim'’s
airway is ideal because of its lower cost. reduced bulk when
deflated. and improved appearance. all factors that contrib-
ute to compliance with use. the true basis of success in any
emergency. The cumrent water safety vest distinguishes the
two critical points of buoyancy. one behind the neck and
head with the second point of buoyancy being in the area of
the umbilicus. and one of ballast. behind the victim and their
flotation chamber. A very small amount of buoyancy and
ballast sccurely attached to the victim at these two points is
sufficient to roll an individual over and put them on their
back. -thereby protecting their airway from submersion
Entry and adjustments are from below. from the side or if
from the froot then the front chamber must overlap and be
maintained and secured in a central position. Only this
combination of small buoyant chambers reliably creates safe
positioning of the victim’s neck and head This face up
righting moment is generated regardless of the angle of entry
into the water or level of conscious participation. This strong
righting moment also compeasates for the ongoing effects of
rotational farces such as waves that at a certain point will
overcome the lateral stabilization provided by the rear
perimeter chamber.

Ideally the rear chamber is constructed to cradle the head
and neck preventing it from drooping over backwards or
sideways and becoming submerged. The chamber can be
extended along the sides where they act much as outriggers.
stabilizing the body from being rolled over because of wave
action. The perimeter rear buoyant chamber defines a space.
and actually forms a containment means for stowing a
separating flotation chamber. such as a multi-function rescue
safety product. It also is the ideal site of expanmsion that
occurs when an inflatable life vest is actuslly inflated. All
inflatable buoyant chambers upon inflation convert from a
two dimensional product to a space occupying three dimen-
sional object. This creates a shortening that results in con-
striction. Power inflated vests generally have an over pres-
sure valve to protect against rupture but befare this is
actuated an unacceptable amount of pressure is applied to
the thorax of the wearer To compensate for this either the
garment is very loose so that when it is inflated the wearer
can still breathe or the chamber slides along a retaining strap
or belt shifting the position of the inflatable bladder and
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thereby shifting the righting moment. Current inflatable
vests upon inflation slide to the rear as an accommodation to
the front entry. This pulls the buoyant means towards the
back and results in greater moments of stability in the side
high position which submerges the airway. In the current
embodiment if the vest is entered from the front its closure
is fixed. The rear buoyant chamber upon inflation stretches
away from the center of the back and out towards the sides
strengthening the lateral stability of the vest and the forward
central buoyant bubble remains aligned along the center.

There are several reasons thar most life jackets are vest
style; the historical basis of clothing design. the need to
locate the required amount of lift required by the regulatory
agencies and the degree of fit. The buoyancy generated by
the life vest must be able to be secured reliably about the
torso of the wearer. Enfry into the water or rough surface
action must not strip the life jacket from the victim. in this
regard the secure closure. appropriate sizing and an clastic
component combine to provide a reasonable attachment
The only way to be assured that the victim and their life
jacket will not be separated is by the inclusion of a crotch
strap. Once again compliance is a function of comfort. If the
crotch strap is loosely attached prior to entry into the water
then easily adjustable while in the water. it might be used.
A wet. limp. uncomscious victim being tossed about by
waves will require a retaining strap between the legs to
optimize the survival value of any buoyant product attached
to the victim Its inclusion in a life saving system is
necessary. the option of its timely use is a function of
comfort and cosmetics. Another reason for the current vest
design of water safety products is that the Coast Guard use
to require certain amounts of buoyant lift for varying classes.
Commercial requirements exceed those for personal use. but
all classes displace such a large volume of water that the
buoyant means needs to be spread out over a large surface
area such as is provided by a vest style life jacket
configurarion. despite its serious drawbacks.

Some vest style life jackets have four righting moments;
face up. back up. left side up and right side up. The current
invention creates a broad base triangle. Central to this
invention’s uniqueness is a small buoyant bubble that is
centrally located in front of the wearer. and a small amount
of ballast posterior. The front chamber is respoasible far
initiating the righting moment and the counterweight elimi-
nates the side position. and supplies the rotational energy
needed to roll the vicim over onto their back thereby
assuring that the victim’s face will be out of the water
regardiess of the angle of eatry. Once the farward chamber
has reached the surface. it in conjunction with the dynamics
of a limp unconscious body. will oppose any teadency for
the waves to roll the victim over into a face down position
that would compromise the airway. If the front chamber is
too wide. it can combine with the rear buoyant biadder and
create a second. life threatening righting moment in which
either side could be held at the surface and concomitantly the
airway submerged. In summary. the rear buoyant chamber
provides a base of support for the head and neck. supporting
the airway and providing lateral stabilization. opposing
rotational motion of the waves from over tuming the victim
into a face down position. but in the cvent that occurs. the
forward buoyant bubble that is located at the umbilicus will
aomatically flip the victim back over onto their back.
reestablishing the heads up orientation.

While the forward and rear buoyant chambers couid be
constructed form a single chamber. ideaily two ar more
chambers confer several advantages. In this design one of
the chambers is retained by a releasible system. This feamre
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allows the wearer the option of being able to remove a
chamber and use it as a distress marker. thus the preferred
embodiment is to construct the forward chamber from a
highly visible and radar reflective material. Separation also
allows the chamber to be used as a rescue device. It can
function as arescue board to approach a swimmer in distress
of used as a buoyant assist beaeath the arms of the rescuer
to provide lift in the event the rescuer is attempting to
perfarm artificial respiration while in the water.

In adapting the product far the scuba diver. the separating
chamber can be used under water by the advanced diver to
mark a dive site such as in scarch and rescue attempts. The
scparating bladder can also be used as an underwater lift or
salvage device rather than the common but unsafe practice
of using the divers high lift buoyancy compeasator as a
salvage device. In the event that the object being salvaged
slips from the divers grasp. the diver suddenly becomes
markedly buoyant and is thrown into an uncontrolled ascent.
In the event of a sudden increase in boat activity the diver
could leave the separating chamber at the surface marking
the dive site. so that boaters will avoid driving over the
partially submerged diver. The universal retaining strap of
the releasible chamber ideaily has an elastic compoacat to
allow for distention of the bladder when it is inflated. The
separating chamber when modified for use underwater in a
buoyancy compessator must be reliably regulated. Safe and
secure containment of the biadder underwater is critical. As
heipful as additional buoyancy is at the surface. that same
buoyancy underwater represeats serious exposure to rapid
ascent with its numerous serious problems. On the other
hand the surface flotation chamnber must also be simply and
quickly deployed to be of assistance of an emergency at the
surface.

Because the valume of the buoyancy compensator has
been reduced to mitigate the chances of rapid ascent. it is
foreseeable that the forward surface flotation chamber may
not be deployed in an acute emergency underwater so the
rear chamber and the disclosed keel weight have to be
sufficient to protect the sirway by establishing a heads up
orientation with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber.

When an air cylinder is attached to the heads up life vest.
the life vests counterweight must increase in size to offset
any additionsl outrigger effect. It is called a keel. because
when the diver is lying face down at the surface and goes
limp. the tank compensating keel weight. like the keel of the
the airway out of the water. The compensating portion of the
pame is because the size of the weight is in propartion to the
type and size of the vest, cylinder and whether the water is
fresh or sait. If the cylinder when empty is neutral to slightty
negative it will sink allowing the diver to roll over onto their
back. The keel weight in other words compensates for the
buoyancy shifts of the diver’s jacket and air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty thea the keel weight
can be smaller but still must generate sufficient angular
momentum to offset the secondary righting moments gen-
erated by an imbalanced weight belt and attached gear or
bladders. If the keel weight is used as an adaption to existing
vest style buoyancy compeasator. then it bas to be strong
enough to overcome the side righting movemeunts generated
by the common practice of using buoyancy under the arms.

Ceatral to the tank compensating keel weight’s design is
that it be made of a very dense material such as lcad. and be
located exactly opposite the diver on the back side of the
tank. Traditiopally the buckie that generates pressure on the
belt that antaches the buoyancy compensator to the tank is



Case 0:03-cv-61798-PAS Document1 Entered on FLSD Docket 10/01/2003 Page 38 of 167

5.855.454

9

located in the center at the back of the tank Because the
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the keel. the buckle has to be moved off center. This shift in
the cam buckles Jocation results in a slight inconvenience in
terms of reduced access but is necessary to preserve the
critical location and therefore the righting moment of the
compensating keel weight.

Ninety (90%) percent of drowned divers are often found
with their weight belts still on and fifty (50%) percent of
such are at the surface. Usually the weights are located along
the waist and the amount runs from a couple of pounds to
more than forty pounds. As the amount of weight increases.
the keel weight needs to be located higher up the air cylinder
to offset the placement of the weight beit. The dual tank band
allows for a wide variation of weight placement. Obviously.
the keel weight could be incorporated into the metal of the
cylinder. adhered to the cylinder. enclosed in a covering of
any sort. or cven attached with magnetism. A pouch or
cylinder could be used to contain iead shot or beach sand as
long as it is located along the longitudinal axis of the
cylinder and thereby serves to generate the heads up righting
moment.

Additionally the concept of critical ballast is such that a
certain amoum of ballast is absolutely required in arder far
the diver to stay underwater. To facilitate the concept of safe
diver weighting the tank compensating keel weight is also
used to offset the inberent buoyant material from which the
buoyancy compensator itself is constructed. Thus. because
of the tank compensating keel weight. the buoyancy
compeasatar. the tank. and regulator combination is neutral
and as such does not contribute to the consolidation of
additional ballast on the weight belt. I the quick release
buckie of a consolidated weight beit should snag on a plant
or slip out of hand during adjustment at depth the dangers of
an uncontrolled buoyant ascent are somewhat mitigated
because the shift in buoyancy is reduced by the amount of
ballast used as a tank compensating kzel weight

While the forward chamber is not critical for protecting
the airway of the scuba diver because of the effectiveness of
the tank compensating keel weight. the farward chamber’s
ability to provide additional high lift surface flotation fulfills
an cxpectation in the sport. The key to the addition of high
lift surface flotation to the diver underwater is its safe
regulation. The operation of the forward chamber requires
diametric opposed properties of the valve chosen to regulate
the chamber. One embodiment employs the use of a variable
fabric vaive fabricated from a self releasible hook and loop
fastener such as VELCRO® that can operate in three dif-
ferent modes. as a2 manual on/off valve. semi-automatic
valve or a fully automatic valve. In addition. as the fabric
valve ages its strength can be renewed by further increasing
the interactive surface area.

The value of including a variable valve in line between the
rear chamber and the forward chamber is that the diver can
become more responsible with experience and training for
the total amount of lift available to the diver underwater as
well as at the surface and thus more responsible for uncon-
trolled ascent rates and consequently the risk of pulmonary
barotrauma. arterial gas embolism and its frequent outcome
cerebral infarction as well as the risks of decompression
sickness.

Some dive instructors fear that the beginning student will
pot be able to perform an additional task in an emergency
and therefore prefer that the entire buoyancy system auto-
matically inflate choosing simplicity of operation at the
expense of exposing the beginming diver to the conse-
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quences of a more rapid uncontrolled ascent. despite the fact
that deaths have occumred during buoyant ascents while
training in a swimming pool. In particular. since the smdent
will be invoived in a lot of surface drills and exercises. such
as determinipg how much weight they require in order to be
able to submerge. clearing their masks and snorkels. and
since the first dives will be shallow. the consequences of
rapid ascent are severe. As their experience grows and their
comfort in the water with their gear and the concepts of
correct weighting develop. they will be making deeper dives
where the consequences of sudden asceat continue to mount
and become progressively more severe. As the student
begins to submerge and the lungs become more pressurized
the manual operation mode of the vaive is necessary for the
diver to safely regulate the total amount of lift attached to
their body underwater and thereby mitigate one of the major
risks of diving.

As the buoyancy compensator is reduced to a device
dedicated to contain the small amounts of lift actually
required while underwater. some instructars are concerned
that the diver will not be able to rely on the buoyancy
compeasator for a buoyant ascent. The problem with buoy-
ant ascents is that they are very difficuit to control when all
the divers® faculties are intact. In an emergency the ability to
regulate a high lift buoyancy compensator at depth is very
unlikely. Optionally. one of the farward chambers can be a
low volume chamber designed for emergency ascent which
has incorporated a rupture piug. disc ar weld so that if the
product is deployed unintentionally by use of a CO2 cylin-
der or the divers air cylinder. or accidentally. it will self
destruct at a preset pressure differential. limiting its buoyant
assist to the first leg of an emergeacy ascent allowing the
diver a second chance to regain control and reduce their
velocity to a safe rate. Some of the larger high lift surface
floation chambers may never fill to rupture so its contain-
ment system that regulates its inflation must be very secure
to be assured that it will only be deployed intentionally.
otherwise the diver would be in the same high Lift rapid
ascent predicament that they cumreatly find themselves in
with today’s product.

Incorporsted within the muiti-chambered heads up safety
vest is a maulti-function rescue safety product which can
culminate ioto a raft for removal of the victim from the water
and thereby coafer protection from hypothermia. The needs
and use of this rescue safety product determines its require-
ments for durabdity which in turn determines the type of
fabric, its storable volume and therefore the location of the
rescue product within the safety vest. The primary flotation
device or life vest stays secured to the individual to assist
them during their entry. and suppoct them while they are
deploying the rescue product. Once inflated if the product is
not needed for rescue or signaling. the rescuc product
evolves into a raft that the individual can crawl into. The life
vest remiins on the victim protecting the individual should
they be washed overboard as well as insulating the trunk.
further helping to maintain core temperature.

The need and uses of a rescue device varies with the
application. For the civilian airline passenger suddenly
thrust into a survival situatiop. they are provided with a
floating cushion or a lightweight inflatable life vest. In this
situation a single use. ultra lightweight product is ideal. Such
a rescuc product might be constructed from an all welded
myiar film. A muitiplicity of layers would confer separate air
chambers within the product providing for insulation. con-
ferring a puncture protection while remaining small enough
to fit inside a seat cushion ar within a pocket of a purely
inflatable life vest. To facilitate the single use products
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operation the oral inflator would lead to a manifold which
could be constructed of differing diameters and/or which
would pass through separate onme way check valves of
differing relief pressures. The diameter and/or pressure relief
valves would direct the flow of air such that the chambers
could be inflated sequentially. As pressure in the system
builds up after inflating the first air chamber the second
begins 1o inflate. The arrangement would allow for the
inflation of a life ring first. followed by the rescue float. then
if necessary a large outer tube would convert the rescue
product into a raft with a canopy arch. The mylar. in addition
to reflecting the radiant energy back towards the victim. is
mirrored so that it is highly visible and radar reflective both
of which would facilitate search and rescue. It soructurally
would resemble a single use raincoat. With the advantages
conferred by this invention the victim could be of assistance
to themselves and to others. Survival would be increased
from minutes to days. dehydration would become the next
serious threat to the survivor. An off the shelf plastic solar
still could be easily inciuded for trans-oceanic passages.

The water enthusiast on the other hand may find them-
selves in the water more often than the civilian airline
passenger and their needs may tolerate slightly mare bulk
from the stored rescue product in exchange for reusability.
The bulk increases because of the demands of a more
durable and reusable product requires a more substantial
choice of rabric. As the bulk increases. the location for
stowing the rescue product becomes more critical. The ideal
location is built into the back of the life vest where it is out
of the way bur securely and accessibly stowed until needed.
In this posterior and inferior position the actions of the new
and improved life vest are retained. that is the perimeter of
the torso is supported by the rear inflation chamber of the life
vest. stabilizing the victim against inadvertent rotation to a
face down position. The iocation of the raft. is ideally within
the walls of the life vest. protecting the raft from the shearing
forces of entry. freeing the hands to assist entry and recovery
once in the water. An envelope for containing the rescue
product could be provided so that it could be attached to the
inside or outside of any current life vest and thereby confer
the protective advantages to all owners of a life vest without
having to incur the cost of buying a new life vest. This would
allow all curreat owners of a safety vest to upgrade to a dual
chambered separating water survival system. This attach-
ment system employs a2 hook and loop fastener looped
through the arm holes and is universally adaptable to all life
vests. of all sizes. Apy releasable fastener such as buttons.
zippers. snaps. hook and loop. etc. would allow for the
rescue product and its stowage and release system to be
located comrfortably centered both up and down as well as
side to side. While it could be positioned outside the life
vest. its inciusion within the life vest will ensure its secure
attachment. The inflation of the rescue product is determined
by its use. cost. and available stowage space but since oral
inflation is not restricted by shelf life. it is always present
and most affordable. Inflation via a manifold will allow the
rescuer 10 provide a rapidly inflated life ring 1o help stabilize
the victim through the initial insuit and then provide a float
while the remainder of the chambers are inflated. In the
current embodiment the rescue product is built into the
safety vest or floating cushion. if anyone in the water
intentionally or accidentally and is sequentially inflated
through a series of rescue products that culminates in a raft
for removal of the individual from the hypothermic effect of
the water.

An additional advantage of the disciosed invention is
directed 1o the adaption necessary when the safety vest is
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used underwater by the scuba diver. In this application the
heads up safety vest would be called 2 buoyancy compen-
sator or BC. Because of the serious consequences of rapid
ascent on pressurized lungs. in addition to the- reliable
regulation of the high lift surface flotation component of the
buoyancy compensator. the primary buoyancy compensa-
tion bladder should be variable size. By design the buoyancy
compeansator is to be used underwater where it is vulnerable
to inflation from entrapped pressurized air at two to three
atmospheres. as well as subject to inflation from panicked
misuse or mechanical failure of the power inflator. all causes
leading to the same result. dangerously rapid ascent rates.
The volume of the bladder should be tailored to the dive
eavironment. The dedicated buoyancy compensator can be
adjusted to the lowest volume needed to accorplish the goal
of compensating for compression of thenmal protective gear
and the resultant loss of buoyancy. As the dive environment
changes. so does the need for thermal protective gear. In
tropical water minimal or no protective gear is worn and
therefore the diver has nothing to compress and so experi-
ences no loss of buoyancy at depth. For the diver in a bathing
suit. the need for a power inflatable bladder underwater is
limited to the shift in buoyancy that occurs in their air
cylinders. and usually is well under 5 or 6 pounds of lift.
This chamber is only needed to cover the initial overweight-
ing needed to allow the diver to be peutral at the end of the
dive in order to make a safety stop. This product should not
be called a buoyancy compensator as a first step in reedu-
cating the diving population about the dangers of power
inflatables underwater.

In cold water. at 120 feet of depth. 2 190 Ib. diverina %
inch neoprene wet suit experiences a loss of 9 Ibs. of Lift due
to compression of the wet suit. Most sport divers are smaller
and therefore are wearing less neoprene. dive in warmer
waters and/or making shallower dives. There is no justifi-
cation for subjecting a diver to unnecessary risks of rapid
asceat. Due to the extreme danger of pulmonary rupture and
secondary air embolism thas results from a rapid uncon-
trolled ascent it is imperative that the buoyancy compensa-
tion chamber be restricted to the lowest volume absolutely
aecessary to accomplish its goal. Any lift over and above the
minimum amount exposes the diver to unnecessary risk. The
diver doing repetitive dives in one day is advised to do their
deepest dive of the day first and will need a buoyancy
compensation capacity commensurate with their thermal
protective gear and dive plan. As the dives become shal-
lower and consequently warmer as well. the volume of an
adjustable buoyancy compensator can be reduced. and con-
sequently reduce the divers exposure to the risk of rapid
ascent. Recommended ascent rates are dropping from 60 feet
per minute to 20-30 feet per minute. The medical literature
notes that a 30 lb. buoyancy compensator can produce
average velocities in excess of 250 feet per minute from less
than ten feet under the water. For several generations. divers
dove without a buoyancy compensator so its use cannot be
construed as critical. The advent of this convenience product
has resujted in ballistic ascent rates because of the air
entrapped inside the product which is pressurized at depth
which then doubles and possibly quadruples upon ascent
depending on the initial depth. An inexperienced diver in an
“owt-of-air™ situation is prone to forget about the intellectual
concepr of arterial gas embolism in the hypoxic and hyper-
capnic driven race to the surface. only to die from an arterial
gas cmbolism before ever getting a chance to drown.
Drowning is a slow. reversible process that lends itself to
rescue for quite some time after the cvent. unlike arterial gas
embolism. Whea using an adjustable dedicated buoyancy
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compensator the diver can very precisely control their
exposure to the dangers of an emergency ascent through the
water column and thereby significantly reduce the risks of
rupturing a lung and suffering an arterial gas embolism to the
brain or heart or similarly reduce the risks of suffering the
bends because of missed decompression stops.

An alterpate location for a separating forward surface
flotation chamber is for its inclusion within the shoulder
straps. The redundant personal flotation device is designed
to be separated away from the remainder of the dive gear to
provide complete duplication of personal flotation devices in
the event of failure of the primary chamber. The chamber
can also be used as a rescue. signaling. salvage product or
snorkeling vest.

Appropriately sized releasable shoulder trim weights off-
set the operation of the buoyancy compensator underwater.
improving swimming position. decreasing frontal area. pro-
ducing less hydrodynamic resistance and consequently less
diver fatigue. Once again. the shoulder trim weight results in
areduction of the consolidated weight beit with its inherent
advantage of protecting the diver fram accidental loss of all
ballast at one time.

- In summary. a muitiple chambered life vest can be of 2
low volume. low lift. and low profile design as long as at
least two points in need of buoyancy are covered. behind the
neck and at the umbilicus and one point of ballast along the
vertical posterior axis. Excessive buoyancy can be
extremely detrimental cither because the product is not
actually worn because it is too bulky or because side righting
moments have been created that jeopardize the airway. The
separating chamber in the hands of a conscious. capable user
can be removed providing a signaling device for facilitating
search and rescue efforts or used as a rescue board mini-
mizing the risk associated with attempting to rescue another
victim who has become hypoxic. After the initial insuit has
been survived the user can deploy the incorporated inflatable
rescue product that sequentially inflates into a life ring. then
rescue board and distress marker and culminastes in a raft to
remove the victim from the water with its inevitable and
often rapid hypothermia. The entire water safety survival
system constructed for a singie usc application could casily
fit within the air line seat cushion. dramatically improving
survival statistics for accidents at sea.

The muiti-chambered beads up safety vest as adapted for
the scuba diver allows for reliable segregation of a variety of
high lift surface flotation chambers while underwater. In
addition a variable volume dedicated buoyancy compensator
allows the diver to further rednce the amount of lift attached
to the smallest amount pecessary for a particular dive
eavironment. The combination of these two improvemeats
will markedly reduce the largest cause of pulmonary
barotraurna. and secondary embolism. a major cause of
injury and death in the field of diving.

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the posterior axis of the victim’s vest will allow the
victim to overcome numerous minor righting moments that
can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed victim
under the water leading to drowning another major cause of
death in the sport of diving. The beacfits of the tank
compensating keel weight are so dramatic that they can be
included into 2 separate product that can retrofit existing
buoyancy compensators. converting them into a heads up
product. The inclusion of the multi-function rescue product
within the walls of the buoyancy compensator confers op
that diver the ability to respond to a number of problems
frequently encountered by the diver in rescue. marking and
saivage.
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In accordance with these and other objects which will
become apparent hereinafter. the instant invention will now
be desaribed with particular reference to the accompanying
drawings.
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a personal flotation device shown
incorporating the muiti-function rescue product within the
back wall of the vest.

FIG. 2 is a view of an existing buoyancy compensator
with the multi-function rescue product attached.

FIG. 3 is a view of an airine life vest carrying a
multi-function water rescue safety product.

FIG. 4 is a view of an airline seat cushion modified by the
inclusion of an ultra lightweight disposable multi-function
rescue safety product.

FIG. § is a view of an inflation manifold.

FIG. 6 is a top view of a rulti-chambered rescue product.

FIG. 7 is a cross section view of the multi-function rescue
product fully inflated.

FIG. 8 is a view of a face up personal flotation device
modified for scuba diving.

FIG. 9 is a view of the scuba diver with an inflated
separating horse collar. and self rupturing emergency ascent
chamber.

FIG. 10 is a view of the inflatable cummerbund. with a
releasable forward chamber. carrying an alternatively for-
ward chamber in the form of 2 float.

FIG. 11 is a view of the pyramidal stucture with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber.

FIG. 12 is a combined view of the elements of the water
safety and survival system as it is adapted to the scuba diver.

FIG. 13 is a fromt view of the adjustable buoyancy
compensator.

FIG. 14 is a rear view of an alternate adjustable buoyancy

compensator.

FIG. 15 is a front perspective view of a first counter
weight member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a back perspective view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is a front elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 1S.

FIG. 18 is a back clevational view of the counter weight
member filustrated in FIG. 18.

FIG. 19 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 20 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
illustrated in FIG. 1S.

FIG. 21 is a front perspective view illustrating a first
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
attachmem embodiment for a first counterweight asscmbly
in ac¢cordance with the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a back perspective view illustrating the second
attachment embodiment for the first counterweight assem-
bly.

FIG. 24 is a perspective view illustrating a connection
portion of a coupling strap in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 25 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
antachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.
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FIG. 26 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
illustrated in FIG. 15 having at least one suction cup.

FIG. 27 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15 having a plurality of suction
cups.

FIG. 28 is a front elevational view of a second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention in a flap open position.

FIG. 29 is a top elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly with the flap removed.

FIG. 30 is a froat elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in a flap closed position.

FIG. 31 is a side elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 32 is a front elevational view of a third embodiment
counterweight assernbly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 33 is a side elevational view of a weight member
utilized with the third embodiment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 34 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 38 is a top plap view of the fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly.

FIG. 36 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 37 is a perspective view of a fifth embodiment
coupterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 38a is a front clevadonal view of the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 38b is a front elevadonal view of a soft weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 38c is a front eievational view of a hard weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 39a through 39e illustrate the various steps which
are pertormed for removing a pouch member and associated
weight member from a pocket member for the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly of FIG. 37.

FIG. 40 is a front perspective view illustrating a combi-
nation of counterweight assemnblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 41 is a back perspective view illustrating a combi-
pation of counterweight assemblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 42 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway submerged.

FIG. 43 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway protected in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 44 is a perspective view of a training device for
determining proper size and location for the weight member
in accordance with the counterweight assemblies of the
present invention.

FIG. 45 is a perspective view of a quick disconnect
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 46 is an enlarged perspective view of a male portion
of the quick disconnect member illustrated in FIG. 45.

FIG. 47 is a perspective view of a prior art quick discon-
pect member having its ferale portion in section.

FIG. 48 is 2 view of the personal flotation device shown
in Figure and incorporaring a counterweight member.

FIG. 49 is a view of the airline life vest shown in FIG. 3
and incorporating a counterweight member.
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FIG. 50 is a view of the face up personal flotation device
shown in FIG. 8 and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 51 is a view of the scuba diver with the inflated
separating horse collar shown in FIG. 9 and incorporating a
counterweight member.

FIG. 52 is a view of the pyramidal structure with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber showa
in FIG. 11 and incorporating a counterweight member.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows victim 201 wearing a vest 203 that can
function separately as a snorkeling vest. personal flotation
device for boating or alternately hooked up to the primary
bladder of a buoyancy compensator through quick release
means 91 and hose 70 that is attached within pocket 74. Vest
203 can also be inflated through oral inflation means 72.
Additionally. vest 263 can be incorporated with a ballast
means 100 (FIG. 48). A muiti-function rescue product and
raft 207 is stowed within the back pocket of the lift vest
between the outer wall 208 and inper wall 209. A retrieval
strap 211 opens the pouch formed by wail 208 and wall 209.
and is wrapped around raft 207 allowing the user to remove
rescue product and raft 267. comprised of an expansibie
material allowing inflation chamber portion 73 located along
the perimeter of the back to roll forward upon inflation.

FIG. 2 shows a diver 202 adapting an existing vest style
buoyancy compensator 204 to carry the rescue product 207
within a containment pouch 210, held in place by band 23
that is supposted by arm holes 24. A retrieval strap 211 is
wrapped around rescue product 207 so that it can be
removed from the containment pouch 210 without having to
remove the vest 204. The scuba tank 102 is standard.

FIG. 3 shows a typical inflatable vest 20S. as might be
worn by an airline passenger 201. that is strapped to the
victim by strap 214. in the event of a water jJanding. The
typical vest 205 is modified by addition of a containment
pocket 213 that stows a single use rescuc product 207.
Additionally. vest 205 can be modified by the addition of a
counterweight 100 (FIG. 49).

FIG. 4 shows an aidine cushion 206 containing rescue
product 207. The victim puts their arms through straps 1S5 to
secure the cushion 286 to the victim during water entry.

FIG. § shows a manifold device 17 that connects an oral
inflator 16 through barbed fittings 18 to a serxics of opc-way
check valves that can also function as variable pressure
relief valves 19, 29, 39, 39. and 59 that coanect via wbing
20. 30. 40. 50. and 60 to a sexies of inflatable chambers as
are demnonstrated in the next drawing, FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 shows a multi-function rescue product and raft
207. comprised of life ring 21 which is inflated by tube 20
which because it has the largest diameter tubing and because
the pressure relief valve 19 has the lowest relief pressure
setting. will inflate first. Inflation chamber 31 or the floor is
the second to inflate. Chamber 41 is a second chamber in the
floor and because of the setting of the pressure relief vatve
and/or the diameter of tube 40 would be the third chamber
to fill. The first three chambers; the life ring 21. and the floor
chambers 31 and 41 form a rescue board or distress marker.
The next chamber is a wall tube 51 and that can be inflated
while resting on combined chambers 21. 31. and 41. The
final chamber 61 forms an arch. supporting a protective
canopy. In its last configuration. the muiti-function rescue
product 207 can be inflated to a raft constructed from radar.
solar, and infrared reflective material.

FIG. 7 shows coastruction of rescue product 207 in cross
section. highlighting the various chambers and their
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sequence in inflation. life ring 21 first. portion of floor 31.
remainder of floor 41 second. high volume tube wall 51
third. arch canopy tube 60 last. Ideally. the floor is doubled
or tripled to provide thermal insulation from the water and
puncture resistance.

FIG. 8 scuba diver 202 is shown wearing a heads up.
multi-chambered. dedicated. rear mounted. adjustable buoy-
ancy compensator having an inflatable chamber 85 con-
nected with hose 83 through quick release coupling 91. and
through one-way pressure release valve 82 to a releasable
inflatable shoulder harness 80 that is stowed in a folded
configuration. In FIG. 9. the shoulder harness 89 is infiated.
InFIG. 8. an alternate aor concurrent surface flotation bladder
having an inflatable chamber 98 can be connected to buoy-
ancy compensation chamber 85 by tube 93. which is regu-
lated by one-way check valve 92. and can be separated from
the diver for rescue. salvage or marking activities by quick
release coupling 91. In FIG. 8. it is noted that the life vest
comprised of inflatable chambers 85 and 90 is snug but
releasably attached to diver 202 by a crotch strap 94. The
diver 202 in FIG. 8 is bolding an air hose 191 which couples
to the male quick release coupling 192 on the power inflatar
87. or can be used to inflate rescue product 207 of FIG. 2 or
can be used as a high pressure air source for the rapid
inflation of chamber 90 when it is being used in a rescue
attempt. Additionally. a counterweight 100 can be provided
(FIG. 50).

FIG. 9 shows an adjustable buoyancy compensation
chamber 85 reduced in volume by rolling up the side
chamber as shown at 130. An automatic rupturing emer-
gency ascent chamber 189 is infiated from buoyancy com-
pensation chamber 85 through quick release coupler 9L or
by a separate compressed gas cylinder such as a CO2
cylinder 21S. Standardized retaining strap 11@ as found on
all the interchangeable forward bladders. Strap 110 keeps
bladder 180 from separating from diver 262 until the quick
release buckle 103 is opened. Retaining band 164 is expand-
able allowing for the forward chamber to expand away from
the diver upon inflation. In an uncontrolled ascent the diver
is unlikely to operate the venting mechanism 183 in which
case a rupture plug 182, can be provided. which crosses a
weld line 181 weakening it so that as the chamber 180
pressurizes upon ascent. it will rupture out at the weakeped
point. thereby reducing total lift attached to diver 202 and
helping to control the ascent velocity. In FIG. 10 diver 202
demonstrates two of a wide varety of different releasable
forward chambers indicated generally as inflatable means 9¢
stared in the waist band in FIG. 8. Additionally. a counter-
weight 100 can be provided (FIG. 51).

FIG. 10 shows the diver 202 whose waist band 95 is
retaining relcasable separating forward chamber 97 which is
aredundant horse collar life vest and rescue product. Expan-
sible element 104 stretches upon inflation of the forward
chamber 97. In an emergency the horse collar vest 97 can be
released from the divers buoyancy compensator by quick
release buckle 103. The same quick release buckie is used
for releasing the shoulder strap as is standard in the art. and
familiar to divers. After releasing the forward vest 97 from
the waist. the diver then disconnects the harse collar life vest
97 from its source of power inflation the buoyancy com-
pensator 85. by using the quick release coupling 91. Once
the forward chamber has been scparated from the rear
chamber 85 and diver 202. it can be employed as a rescue
board. tied off as a bottom marker. left at the surface to wam
boat traffic. or held aloft as a high visibility distress marker.
In FIG. 10. the diver 202 is carrying a rescue board. distress
marker. surf mat as an alternate separating forward surface
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flotation chamber indicated as 96. Chamber 96 can be
retained by guides 110 on strap 164 of the divers waist band.
In FIG. 10. chamber 96 is shown with oral inflation means
98 and quick reiease coupling means 192 which couples to
quick rejease coupling 91 thercby conmected to the rear
buoyancy compensator 85, or to the air hose from the air
cylinder for more rapid inflation. Retaining flap 106 serves
to store the releasable forward chamber 97 or 96. Pouch 160
is sealed by flap 161 and is used to contain a small amount
of lead shot to offset the buoyancy of the materials used to
construct the forward chamber as well as its containment
system. On the upper shoulder straps of the diver 202 in FIG.
10. D-ring 172 is attached to hook and loop covering flat 173
that is attached to underlying fabric walls 175 to create a
quick release pocket for a lead shot filled pouch 174.

FIG. 11 demonstrate the pyramidal structure of the mul-
tiple chambered heads up life vest. The vest is comprised of
a rear U-shaped buoyant chamber 121 and the forward
centrally located buoyant chamber 120. The wiangle 123,
formed by chamber 120 and 121 has a single righting
moment. face up. The victim 201. and his airway 124 are
maintained out of the water whether or not the victim is
conscious. A counterweight 100 can also be provided with
the life vest (FIG. 52).

FIG. 12 shows a composite of the water safety and
survival elements disciosed herein. In FIG. 12 the diver 202
is unconscious but his airway 124 is held out of the water.
A generic ceatrally located inflated chamber 105 is retained
by expansible stzap 104 and could be released by quick
reicase buckie 103 if the diver was alert and it was needed
for rescue or for usc as a distress marker for search and
rescue activities. Waist band 95 is secured in place by buckie
178 which is mounted on a Velcro® base 179 that allows the
waist buckie to be adjusted along the length of the left side
of the waist band 177 to accommodate the variation in waist
size thar occurs as different types of thermal protective gear
are worn. The buckle 178 is off to the side so that the generic
forward flomtion chamber 185 retains its critical central
location. The farward chamber retaining flat 106 is attached
by hook flap 108 to the loop material that covers the entire
length of the waist band indicated as strap 95. This allows
the forward chamber 185 to be quickly but securely adjusted
to its central position. Operation of forward chamber 165 is
reguiated by the varisbie fabric valve 171 built into the
reraining flag 106. The hook and loop components 171 of
flap 106 can be varied by the indusion of a reducer strip of
hook 107. The size of the reducer strip 167 determines
whether the flap 106 will open quickly under pressurized
inflation from the rear chamber 85. open slowly or not at afl
If the entire reducer strip 107 is removed the hook and loop
means 171 are of sufficient strength to lock off the forward
chamber An over pressure valve 111 is located on the
opposite side of the chamber 85 so that the diver can vary the
position of the power inflator from the rear to the front by
interchanging the power inflator 87 and over pressure relief
valve 111. Rescue product 207 is contained in a pocket built
into the rear wall of the buoyancy compensator 85 and is
accessible by strap 211. Rescuc product 207 is attached to
the diver by a reicasabie lanyard 212. The tank compensat-
ing keel weight 109 is permanently attached to the tank
retaining strap 109. Ideally, the tank compensating keel
weight 100 is of a hydrodynamic conformation. made from
a dense substance such as lead. coated in a soft film such as
plastic so it will facilitate keel weight 100 being securely
clamped in place by cam buckie 101. The soft coating will
also avaid damaging the protective coating of the tank 102.
The tank compensating keel weight 160 may be replaced by
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a standard Jead weight so that the diver traveling abroad will
not have to fransport a lead weight. A diver in tropical waters
may only require 5 pounds to descend while use of a dry suit
in cold water can require 40 lbs. or more to be able to
submerge. the greater the weight of keel weight 100. the
stronger the face up righting momeat it will generate. As the
weight belt is increased because of the use of buoyant
thermal protection. it is critical the keel weight 100 be
increased. Regardless of the size of the keel weight 100 it is
critical that it be located exactly opposite the diver and thus
its position must be adjustable so that as the diver changes
between diving cylinders of different diameters. keel weight
100 can be easily adjusted. by a non-user. to maintain its
critical position. Ideally swap 109 is marked with a scale 176
to guide the diver in selecting the correct placement of keel
weight 100 on cylinders of different diameters. If the keel
weight 100 is slighdy off center. it could summate with an
imbalanced weight belt and stabilize the diver in side up
position which will allow the airway 124 0 submerge.
Because the position of the keel weight 100 cannot be
compromised. the cam buckie 101 is moved to a less
accessible position on the side. A waist buckle 178 is
attached to a hook fastener base 179 that allows it to be
positioned anywhere along the left side of loop fastener
covered waijst band 177.

FIG. 13 discloses one of many designs for the construc-
tion of an adjustable buoyancy compensator 85. The portion
of the buoyancy chamber that is held inaccessible to infla-
tion is indicated as a rolled up porton of the buoyancy
compensation chamber 130. The loop portion of a hook and
loop fastener forms the inside back of the buoyancy com-
pensator and is indicated as 131. Loop 131 serves to attach
the side chamber 136 by hook strips 132 to the body of the
buoyancy compensator 85. Flap 138 is farmed from the
forward facing loop strip 137 and the rear facing hook strip
132, As the voiume of the buoyancy chamber is reduced by
rolling up the side chambers. the hook strip 132 adheres to
the loop strip 137 to form and secure the roll 130. Clip 196
seamsthcroucdupgrommetstopmventmechlmbafmm
unrolling under pressure from the air in the buoyancy
compensator 85. The portion of the buoyancy compensator
behind the neck is indicated as 134. In the cuurent drawings
the side chambers 136 are reduced in ap infinitely variable
fashion and an indicator 133 informs the diver of the
remaining amount of lift provided by the buoyancy com-
peaosator 85. The indicator 133 allows the diver to quickly
return to preestablished buoyancy compeasator lift volumes
as indicated for a particular set of dive gear. Quick release
shoulder strap buckies 135 rely on quick release buckie 103
and are common in prior art. The lower shoulder straps 195
rely on nylon webbing loop 194 to establish structural
integrity and internal hook fastener far positioning webbing
loop 194 on the loop fastenet covered nylon webbing waist
band 95 and 177.

FIG. 14 depicts another retaining system for reducing the
volume of adjustable buoyancy compensstor 85. Double
sided hook strip 151 and double sided loop strap 150 arc
used to lock off the reduced portion of the
compensator chamber 85. Double sided hook flap 152
attaches the rolled up chamber securely to the loop covered
body of the buoyancy compensator 85. The reducible por-
tion of the buoyancy compensator chamber is indicated as
136. The portion of the buoyancy compensator 85 that
supports the neck and head is indicated as 134. The keel
weight 100 is threaded on tank band 19. that is secured to
the air cylinder by cam buckle 161. The hook flat 161 seals
off the lead shot filled pouch 160 used to neutralize the
inherent buoyancy of the-buoyancy compensator.
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OPERATION OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 1. the water enthusiast is shown wearing a
traditionally designed vest 203 which could be used in any
recreational water sport. The vest 203 contains a muiti-
function rescue product and raft 207 within its rear pocket.
If the occan kayaker should become separated from his
kayak at sea the victim 201 could pull on lanyard 211 and
remove the rescuc product and begin inflating it. A releas-
able attachment cord 212 will keep the rescue product from
blowing or washing away. Because the vest 203 inciudes
quick release coupler 91. the vest can also cventually be
used as a forward chamber with the appropriate dedicated
buoyancy compensator if the user becomes certified in
diving.

FIG. 2 shows that the diver 202 wearing a current vest
style buoyancy compeusator 204 can adapt the rescue prod-
uct 207 contained in pocket 210 to be carried between the
diver and the tank by use of a strap 23 which passes through
the arm boles of the buoyancy compeasator. Access and use
of the rescue product 207 is the same as described in FIG.
6 below.

FIG. 3 shows the victim 201 of a commoa carrier accident
wearing a traditionaily designed inflatable vest 20S. modi-
fied with pocket 213 which contains a single use muiti-
function rescue product and raft 207 constructed from a
mylar film and vacuum packed much as a single use rain-
cost. After surviving the initial entry the product is inflated
and used as a life ring. then rescue board ar distress marker.
and finally inflated to a raft if necessary to remove the victim
from the hypothermic effects of the water

FIG. 4 shows the airline or ferry safety seat cushion 206
containing the multi-function rescue product and raft 207.
The victim’s arms are placed through stxaps 15. The cushion
206 provides minimai safety in the water. The incorporated
rescue product 207 would confer dramatic improvements in
survival at sea.

Referring to FIG. 5. as the user exhales through oral
inflator 16. the air passes into manifold 17 that connects
muitiple chambers to the oral inflator 16. The air is directed
to the appropriate chamber according to the diameter of the
tubing indicated as 20. 30. 40. 50. and 60. The onc way
check valves 19. 29. 39. 49. and 59 create structural integrity
foreach of the chambers down stream. K a puncture should
occur only that chamber will Jose pressure. If the oral
infistor fails. the manifold 17 at its barbed connectors 18 can
be disconnected from connector tbes 22 allowing scparate
inflstion dwough each check valve. The simplicity of a
single oral inflator will help the victim focus on a singie task.
Obviously, scparate oral inflators could be used and the
significance of which oral inflator is to be inflated first could
be printed on the raft in muitiple languages.

FIG. 6 is a top view of the multi-fonction rescue product
and raft 207. fully infiated. The life ring 21 because of its
small diameter is inflated first and quickly because of its low
volume. This life ring could be used by the individual or
extended.to a family member. The fioar chamber 31 and 41
would be inflated next also becanse they are low volume.
Once inflated the first three chambers forms a float that gives
the victim a sense of accomplishment. Inflated chambers 21.
31. and 41 create 2 four foot rescue board for approaching
a flailing, distressed victim. The float can also be heid aloft
as a high visibiisty distress marker signaling other victims or
search and rescue efforts. The inflated floor also gives a
platform for the victim to rest on. If necessary the victim can
rest on the first three chambers as they begin inflating the
high volume side wall tubes §1. Once inside the raft the
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infrared reflective mylar would help to offsct further loss of
body temperature. Finally. the capopy arch 61 is inflated and
the victim creates an enclosed space that is highly visible to
the naked eye as well as radar. The multiplicity of chambers
confers protection from puncture.

FIG. 7 is a view of the inflated raft 207 in cross section.
The sequence of inflation. 21. 31. 41. 51. then 61 shows how
the life ring would convert 1o a rescue float and ultimately
to a raft.

FIG. 8 shows the scuba diver 202 holding a pressure hose
191 with its common female quick release coupler 91
disconnected from the male quick release coupler 192 of the
power inflator 87. The common female coupler 91 can be
attached to any of the other incorparated chambers such as
the horse collar vest which is deflated and stored in the
shoulder straps indicated at 80. or any of a muitiplicity of
deflated chambers that can be interchangeably stored in
waist band as indicated at 99 or in the pocket. The high
pressure hose 191 is cmployed to effect a more rapid
inflation in an emergency. For roatine operation of the
chambers stored in the waist band or shoulder straps. they
are in fluid communication with the buoyancy compensator
chamber 85 through quick reicase couplers 91 and check
valves 92. The crotch strap 94 is the only way the. user can
be assured that he will not be scparated from his inflatable
rescue product in heavy surf. With the amxiliary chambers
deﬂatedandsmd.medwuhasasleekpmﬁlewidzreduwd
hydrodynamic drag while under water. Most
importantly with the high lift surface flotation chamber
stared it will not contribute its buoyancy to the total Lift
available to the diver under water.

FIG. 9 shows a diver 202 with a redundant separating
shoulder mounted horse collar 88 inflated. The diver also is
demonstrating the self rupturing emergency ascent chamber
180 inflated at the diver’s waist. It is to be noted that the
dedicated adjustable buoyancy compensator 85 has been
reduced by rolling up the lower partion of the chamber as
indicated at 130. If this reduced chamber was providing
insufficient lift at a depth and the diver chose to attempt an
emergency buoyant ascent the farward chamber 189 at the
waist could be released. I the diver was out of air. the air
pressure in the rear chamber would spill forward causing
chamber 180 to infiate. Alterpatively, chamber 180 can be
inflated from its own compressed cylinder 215 when cham-
ber 180 is disconnected at quick release coupling 91 or if air
cylinder 102 and buoyancy compensator 85 are both empty.
If the emergency ascent was uncontrolied. and the diver
forgot to deflate chamber 184. it would seif destruct at
rupture plug 182. releasing its entrapped air that had become
pressurized because of the ascent. At that point the ascent
nmwouldslowaﬂomngthedwutomncmol.ﬁmha
slowing his ascent rate to within the recommended rate of 20
to 30 feet per minute, rather than the asceat rates of 200 to
300 feet per minute. generated during an emergency buoyant
ascent. If the diver should snag a fish hook in their primary
chamber 85. then the horse collar vest stored in the shoulder
straps would provide a redundant personal safety vest. In the
event that the diver needed to ditch the dive gear. the power
inflated forward horse collar safety vest can be quickly
disconnected by quickrelease coupling 91. Alternatively. the
horse collar can be separated and extended to the diver’s
buddy who has suffered a failure of his singie chambered
buoyancy compensator. If the diver was snorkeling the horse
collar safety vest could be disconnected and inflated via oral
inflator 84 and used independently from the remainder of the
heads up safety vest.

FIG. 10 shows a diver 202 with a flap 106 which was used
to enclose the flotation chamber 97 now shown in the open
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position. In front of flap 106 is the separating horse collar
forward surface flotation chamber 97. inflated at the diver’s
waist. The forward chamber is retained by elastic webbing
104 thas allows the chamber to expand away from the diver
rather than constrict the diver's abdomen and therefore
breathing. Quick release buckle 104 allows the diver to
separate the forward bladder which can then be disconnected
via quick release coupler 91. Once the flotation chamber 97
is free it can be used as a rescue float for approaching a
hypoxic diver. held aloft as a distress marker. left floating at
the surface to warn boat traffic of diver activity. used
underwater as a bottom marker in search and rescue
activities. ar used as a small salvage device. For rapid
emergency inflation the product can be stared in a pocker
and connected to the air hose. Chamber 97 as it is currently
shown is retained by strap 104 providing the ceatral point of
buoyancy that contributes to the heads up surface position.
Though not required. the diver can be provided with quick
release shoulder trim weights 174. retained by hook and loop
fastener 173 and 175. The diver by pulling on D-ring 172
peels open the pocket and lead shot filled container 174 can
fall away from the diver The triln weights are exactly
opposite the site of underwater buoyancy contained in the
buoyancy compensator and helps the diver achieve an ideal
balanced underwater and surface positicn. The diver 202 is
also shown carrying an alternate forward or flotation cham-
ber 96 which can be substituted for chamber 97 and secured
to the diver by clastic retaining strap 164 which passes
through strap eyelets 110 mounted on the edges of bladder
96. This larger float has all the same functions of the borse
collar forward chamber 97 with the addition that it can be
used as a transpost raft for a disabled diver or act as a surf
mat at the end of the dive for swimming back to shore.

FIG. 12 fllustrates a composite of several of the disclosed
inventions. The muiti-chambered heads up safety vest modi-
fied for use by the scuba diver by inclusion of tank bands 169
which attach the tank 162 to a fully infiated adjustable
buoyancy compensator 8S. The tank bands 109 are longer
than thosc currently located on buoyancy compensators in
the marketplace. The extra length in tank band 109 is needed
to allow the diver to thread on the tank compensating keel
weight 100. The keel weight 108 can be located on the top.
bottom. or on both tank bands 109 as peeded. A diverin a
bathing suit needs to locate the krel weight on the lower
band. A diver wearing a buoyant thermal protective suit
requiring a weight belt can shift the keel weight to the top
tank band 109 to establish the ideal surface position. Cam
buckie 101 is located off the side of the tank 102 so that the
back side of the tank is available for placement of the keel
weight 100. Over pressure relicf valve 111 is located oppo-
site the buoyancy compensator power inflator 87 allowing
the two to be interchanged. The beginner is accustomed to
the power inflator 87 coming over the shoulder but when
located in this position power inflator 87 floats free and is
often hard to locate underwater. When the power inflator 87
is mounted on the fromt of the buoyancy compensator
chamber 85 it hangs straight down between the diver and the
tank and is easily located when needed. The muiti-function
rescue product and raft 207 is located between the diver 202
and the tank 102. Lanyard 211 wraps around rescue product
207 allowing the diver to remove the rescue product 287 for
use without having to remove any other dive gear. A generic
forward chamber 15 is inflated and remained by elastic strap
104. The fiap 106 includes a variable fabric valve comprised
of hook and loop fasteners 171 that variably regulates the
use of the forward chamber 10S. Red:wu-hookssmplﬂ
decreases the amount of interactive swrface in the fabric
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valve allowing the diver 202 to vary the operation of the
fabric valve from automatic to semi-automatic. to manual.
With the reducer strip in place the air pressure from the rear
chamber is capable of forcing open the valve deploying the
forward chamber without the diver peeding to do anything.
In the semi-automatic mode. the diver 202 partially removes
the reducer strip 107. now the fabric vaive 171 will swell
because of the mounting air pressure. after a period of time
flap 106 will eventually open. As the diver becomes more
skilled and capable of operating the fabric valve 171 in flap
106 in the manual mode. he will totally remove the reducer
strip 107. With no reducer strip 107 in place the stength of
the fabric valve 171 exceeds the 2.5 psi over pressure relief
valve 111 on the rear chamber or the small bore over
pressure relief valve bailt into the oral inflator 193. On a
rapid ascent from significant depths. pressure will build up
at such a fast rate that the small bore oral inflator over
pressure relief vaive 193 cannot keep up and the forward
chamber will rupture. protecting the diver from any further
acceleration and will contribute to the diver’s deceleration
by removing the buoyancy contributed by the forward
chamber. With no reducer suip 107 in place the high lift
surface flotation device is safely locked away while the diver
is underwarer. reducing the amount of lift artached to the
diver’s body that entraps air or could be inflated by panic or
mechanicai failure of the power inflator 87. Waist band
buckie 178 is artached to hook and Joop base 179 that allows
the diver to quickly and reliably shift the position of the
waist band buckle 178 to adapt the product to different
divers or the same diver with different thermal protective
gear.

FIG. 13 illustrates one way that ar adjustable buoyancy
compensator 85 can be assembled from the front. The body
of the buovancy compeasator 85 is covered with loop
fastener 131. The inside edge of the side chamber forms a
flap 138 which has loop fastener 137 on the front side and
hook fastener 132 on the back side. As the chamber is rolled
up the hook and loop adhere along the inside edge and dip
196 locks the outer edge from unwinding under pressure
from the air contained in the buoyancy compensator. The
adjustable buoyancy compensatar 88 gives the diver the
ability 1o further reduce the amount of lift attached to his
body 1o the absolute minimum needed for cach dive profile
and dive environment. Reducing unnecessary risk of rapid
ascent. embolism and the bends.

FIG. 14 shows an aiternate way to reduce the volume of
a chamber using hook straps 151 and loops traps 150. As the
chamber is rolled up to the desired amount of lift as
indicated on indicator gauge 133. straps 150 and 151 are
fastened. The side chambers are attached to the loop body of
the buoyancy compensator by way of hook strap 152. Hook
flap 161 closes loop pouch 160 that contains lead shot to
neutralize the inherent buoyancy of the buoyancy compen-
sator 85 so that ballast is not consolidated onto the weight
belt. Keel weight 100 is shown on the top tank band 109.
There are many ways that the chambers could be secured
after being reduced in volume such as by buttons. snaps.
zZippers. pins. constricting bands. fabric flaps and fabric
valves. The final result is that the diver can vary the volume
of their buoyancy compensation chamber as required for a
safe dive.

The side chambers 136 can be rolled to any point as
indicated by the demands of the particular dive. Double
sided velcro loop 150 connects with double sided hook 151.
A piece of double sided velcro hook 152 attaches to the loop
body of the buoyancy compensator. The cam buckle 101 of
tank band 109 generates the pressure between the buoyancy
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compensator and the tank and secures the hook strap 152
from peeling off. In an emergency at the surface the reduced
volume can be accessed by releasing the velcro valve straps
150 and 151. It is noted that the chamber behind the neck
134 is not accessible to being reduced.

SUMMARY, RAMIFICATIONS. AND SCOPE

Accordingly. the comect positioning of a very small
amount of buoyancy can accomplish what five to ten times
that same amount of buoyancy cannot. a single heads up
righting moment that will protect the airway. After surviving
the initial entry into the water, signaling search and rescue
efforts can make the difference between life and death. Dual
tragedy is the term applied to the death of the rescuer by a
hypoxic victim. an inflatable float is one of the safest ways
to approach a floundering victim. It can take hours for
available life rafts to round up survivors. often victims who
have survived the initial insult of entry perish within thirty
minutes of hypothermia. The only solution to hypothermia is
to remove the victim from the water whether they are
waiting to be picked up by the life raft of it they are going
to be spending an extended period at sea until land based
search and rescue efforts arrive. The muiti-function rescue
product and raft comprised of a multiplicity of chambers.
constructed from the appropriste material. can be built into
the heads up safety vest where it is safely stored until
peeded.

The principles of 2 heads up safety vest need to be
modified for use underwater by separating out high lift
surface flotation. incorporating a variable volume buoyancy
compensation chamber that can be reduced to the Jowest
volume necessary for a particular set of dive gear and dive
environment. The current invention makes great strides in
reducing the emergeacy ascent rate and thus reducing the
exposure to pulmonary barotrmuna. arterial gas embolism as
well as the chances of developing decompression sickness.
The buoyancy of some air cylinders whea empty and the use
of a primary back mounted buoyancy compensator. require
the addition of a tank compeasating keel weight to assure the
diver that with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber that once the diver is at the surface. that their only
inflatable product will roll them over and place their airway
out of the water if they are unable to do so themselves. A
third seif rupairing emergeacy buoyant ascent chamber can
be an option if the diver insists on using an underwater
propaision device. The incarparation of numerous rescuc
devices as integrated chambers in fluid communication with
the power inflated dedicated buoyancy compensator. allows
the uscr rapid access to rescue boerds. distress markers.
transport rafts. dive site markers. underwater markers. sal-
npmmmmmwm“dennge
of power inflaable products coafers significant advances in
water safety. survival and enjoyment.

FIGS. 15 through 25 illustrate a first alternative embodi-

ment for a counterweight assembly 300 which generally
inciudes a weight member 302 and means for attaching
weight member 382 to assure reliable and consistent heads
up position of the person at surface level. A first means for
attaching weight member 302 embodiment includes a pair of
vertical siots 304 and 306 defined by weight member 302
and a tank band or strap 320 which includes a first end 322
and a second end 324. A tank band connection member can
be provided at first end 322 of tank band 320. Preferably. the
connection member is a tensioming device such as a con-
ventional cam buckie 330, however. such is not limiting and
other attachment mechanisms. such as D-rings. hook and
Joop fastencrs. magnets. suction cup devices. etc.. are cod-
sidered within the scope of the invention.
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To properly attach weight member 302 to air tank 301
second end 324 is inserted through vertical slots 304 and
306. weight member 302 is properly positioned with respect
to air tank 301 and tank band 320 is tightly wrapped around
air tank 301 with weight member 302 properly positioned.
Cam buckie 330 provides for attachment of second end 324
with first end 322 to maintain weight member 302 in proper
position along tank 301. Weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

A non-skid means can be provided to prevent weight
member 302 from moving out of position with respect to
tank 301. Preferably. the non-skid means is a non-
compressible rubber or plastic member 328 sewn to the
inside surface of tank band 320. however. other conventional
non-skid means can be provided and are considered within
the scope of the invention.

As seen in FIGS. 26 and 27. ore or more suction cups 389
can be mechanically fastened into weight member 302 by
conventional means. Alternatively. a sheet of suction cups
(not shown) can be glued or molded into weight member
302. The sheet of suction cups is provided to cover a
majority of the interior surface of counterweight 300. The
sheet of suction cups is provided with apertures which are
shaped and aligned with vertical slots 304 and 306 and
horizontal slots 314 and 316. described in detail below. so
pot to interfere with the insertion of tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340. also described in detail below. through
slots 304 and 306 or 314 and 316. respectively.

In either suction cup embodiment. the suction cups are
provided to provide a quick attachment of weight member
302. as well as a quick removal means for weight member
302. The suction cups are particularly useful during training
or practices where the exact amount of ballast for the diver
or person is uncertain and various weight members 302 of
differing weights are to be amached and detached from
cylinder 301 until the proper amount of ballast (weight)
required for the specific individual is determined Without
the suction cups. the trainer or person determining the proper
amount of ballast (weight). has to repeatedly attach and
detach various weight members 302 via straps 320 or 340 as
described above. which is very time consuming. The use of
suction cups provide a quick and accurate method for readily
determining a proper weight member 302 for the individual.

Additionaily. tbe suction cups are also useful for main-
taining weight member 302 in proper position. while weight
member 302 is properly secured by cither tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340 in conjunction with strap 360 of buoy-
ancy compensator 359.

Alternatively. a hook and loop/pin/snap system along the
tapk’s longitudinal axis would allow rapid determination of
size and location by a dive masterfinstructor. Thus. 2 mal-
titude of kmown attachment devices could be incorporated
and utilized by a second person assisting the user for
determining the proper size and location of the weight
member for the specific user.

An alternative means for attaching weight member 302
embodiment includes a pair of horizontal siots 314 and 316
and a relatively smalil coupling strap 340 for joining weight
member 302 to a conventional buoyancy compensaior strap
360 which is provided for conventionally attaching air
cylinder 301 to a conventional buoyancy compensator 359.

Coupling strap 340 includes a first end 342. a second end
344. an outer surface 346 and an inner surface 348.
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Preferably. hook and loop fastening means 350 and 352 are
provided on inner surface 348 at first end 342 and second
end 344, respectively. However. other conventional attach-
ment means. though not preferred. can also be utilized and
are considered within the scope of the invention. Coupling
su-apmcanalsobcprovidsdwimaptmsnpwatﬁm
end 342.

To properiy attach weight member 302. cylinder or tank
301 is initially conventionally loosely attached to buoyancy
compensator 359 in conjunction with strap 360 which uti-
lizes a conventional cam buckle for its connection means.
Once cylinder 301 is loosely attached to buoyancy compen-
sator 359. first end 342 of coupling strap 340 is inserted
between strap 360 and cylinder 301. Second end 344 of
coupling strap 340 is inserted through harizontal slot 314 or
316 from behind weight member 302 and then back through
the other horizontal slot 316 or 314. respectively. for attach-
ment to first end 342 by mating of hook and loop fastening
means 350 and 352. Strap 360. having weight member 302
attached thereto. is tightened around cylinder 301 in con-
junction with its cam buckle as is conventionally known. to
securely attaching cylinder 301 to buoyancy compensator
359. 1t is 10 be understood that the roles of ends 342 and 344
can be reversed with second end 344 being inserted through
and between strap 360 and cylinder 301 and first end 342
being inserted through horizootal slots 314 and 316 for
mating with sccond end 344.

Prior to tightening strap 360. weight member 302 is
properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301 and
preferably. the mating of first end 342 to second end 384 is
positioned between buoyancy compensator strap 360 and
cylinder 301. This attachment position prevents inadvertent
detachment of ends 342 and 344 from each other. once strap
360 is properly tghtened. thus. assuring that weight member
302 will remain properly secured.

A slight recess 319 on the ibterior aspect of weight
member 302 is preferably provided when attaching weight
member 382 by a coupling strap 348. As the cam buckie
generates tension in the buoyancy compensator strap 360,
the tension also pulls on coupling strap 340. This pulling on
coupling strap 344. tightens the attachment of weight mem-
ber 302 to strap 360. The secured and tightened strap 360
compresses the hook and loop attachment of ends 342 and
344. thus. preventing accidental reicase. The point where
ends 342 and 344 arc positioned between strap 368 and
cylinder 301 protrudes outward slightly which is received
within recess 319 of weight member 382. when weight
member 382 is properdy secured. Thus. recess 319 helps
couple weight member 392 specifically to the exact shape of
each tank or cylinder 301 so that there is no opening to
ensnare objects underwater.

When removing weight member 302. strap 364 is loos-
ened by conventional means. and tab 354 is pulled to break
the attachment of ends 342 and 344 to cach other. which
allows weight member 302 to be removed. However. it is
important to note. that weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or her underwater travels.
This reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water sutface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

The threading of the cam buckie. in conjunction with strap
360. is a complicated process. Thus. by providing slots 314
and 316 and coupling strap 340. weight member 302 can be
removed without having to re-thread the cam buckle.

Preferably. buoyancy compensator strap 360. similar to
tank band 320. is provided with a non-skid means to prevent
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tank 301 from moving out of position with respect to its
attachment by swap 360 and assuring that weight member
302 remains properly placed with respect to tank 301. Also
like tank band 320. in the preferred embodiment. the aon-
skid means is a non-compressible rubber or plastic member
363 sewn to the inside surface of strap 360.

Preferably. the radius of weight member 302 is the same
as the cylinder or tank 301 to which it is attached to prevent
snagging of various underwater objects. such as fishing
lines. when a diver. having a tank 301 and counterweight
assembly 300 attached to his or her buoyancy compensator.
is moving underwater. Accordingly. weight member 302 is
preferably configured specifically to tank 301's circumfer-
ence and is provided with a feathered edge (rounded/tapered
jeading edge) to eliminate any gaps which might snag kelp.

Though the various counterweight assembly described
above and below are discussed in conjunction with a buoy-
ancy compensator. it should be understood that the counter-
weight assemblies can also be utilized with personal flota-
tion devices such as life jackets and life vests. Thus. where
reference is made to a buoyancy compensator throughout the
application. it is also intended to include other personal
flotation devices such as the life jackets and life vests.

Weight member 302 can be provided with a soft coating
to also prevent weight member 302 from sliding when
properly attached. as well as increasing the adherence of
weight member 302 and buoyancy compensator 359 to
cylinder 301. The soft outer coating of weight member 362
also protects cylinder 301’s protective and cosmetic coating
from being scratched.

Weight member 302 is provided with a relatively thin flat
profile which increases the total surface area between weight
member 302 and cylinder 301 and increases the security of
the atachment of buoyancy compensator 359 to cylinder
301. The lower profile is designed to provide less drag and
less chance of snagging underwater objects such as kelp.
Weight member 302 can be provided with a feathered edge
to couple specifically to the exact shape of each tank ar
cylinder 301 so that there is no opening to ensnare objects
underwater.

Preferably. weight member 302 can weigh appmxmmdy
six (6 Ibs) pounds. However. this weight amount is not
limiting. and other weight amounts for weight member 302
can be utilized. as determined by 2 particular diver’s needs.
and are considered within the scope of the invention.

FIGS. 28 timough 30 illustrate a second alternative
embodiment counterweight assembly generally designated
as reference numeral 400. Counterweight assembly 40 can
cither be utilized with conveational buoyancy compensator
strap 360 or can be utilized in conjunction with a tank strap
ar band 420. which is similar to tank band 320. Counter-
weight assembly 400 consists of a flexible pouch member
430 and one or more weight members 468. Pouch member
430 is preferably constructed from a fabric material. and can
be cither slidably and removably attached of permanently
attached to either tank band 420 or buoyancy compensator
strap 364.

When removably attaching pouch member 430 to either
tank band 420 or strap 360. a Joop member 434 is preferably
attached to the back of pouch member 439. by conventional
means such as stitching. and either tank band 420 or strap
360 is inserted through joop member 434 until pouch
member is properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301.
Where strap 360 is utilized, pouch member 430 is preferably
properly positioned prior to final tightening of strap 360
around cylinder 301.
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Alternatively. two loop portions (not shown) can be
provided each being attached at their respective first ends to
pouch member 438 by conventional means such as stitching.
The second outer ends of the loop portions can respectively
be provided with attachment means such as hook and loop
fasteners. When removably attaching pouch member 430 to
strap 360 or tank band 420. the outer ends of the loop
portions being disposed betwezn strap 360 or tank band 420
and cylinder 301. where the loop portion outer ends mate to
define a loop member. Once the outer ends are mating and
properdy positioned. strap 368 or tank band 420 is properly
tightened sandwiching the outer ends between cylinder 301
and strap 360 or tank band 420 to prevent inadvertent
releasing of the outer epds. as well as assuring proper
positioning of pouch member 430.

When permanent attachment of pouch member 430 is
desired, such attachment is preferably accomplished by
conventional means such as stitching or sewing (FIG. 29).
Preferably. the permanent attachment of pouch member 430
to tank band 4290 or strap 368 is such that pouch member 430
is properly positioned when tank band 420 or strap 360 is
tightened.

Pouch member 430 can be provided with a plurality of
individual weight receiving pockets 432. Preferably. four (4)
to eight (8) individual pockets 432 are provided. However.
this number of pockets 432 is not limiting. and other pocket
432 amounts can be provided and are considered within the
scope of the iavention. Alternatively. pouch member 438 can
be provided with iarge weight receiving area.

Individual weights 468. which act as ballast members. can
be inserted into one or more of pockets 432 or into the large
weight receiving area. depending on the amount of weight
required. Alternatively one large hard weight (i.c. lcad. steel
etc.) or soft weight (Le. sand. loose ballast. etc.) can be
provided in the large weight receiving area. Weight members
460 arc preferably constructed from lead. though other
materials can be utilized and are considered within the scope
of the invention.

The use of onc or more weight members 460 allows for
fine muing of the amount of weight necessary for reliable
heads up positioning at water surface level of an incapaci-
tated diver. waking imto comnsideration the diver's weight.
equipment. ctc. Thus. the exact amount of weight or ballast
can be provided to asswre that the user's airway will be
protected in the event of an emergency.

A flap member 440 can be attached to pouch member 430
by conventional meaps such as sewing or stitching. In use.
flap member is folded over and astached 10 pouch member
438 preferably by conventional means such as by the mating
of hook and loop fasteners 435 and 437 disposed on at least
a portion of an inner susface of flap member 440 and on at
Ieast a back outer surface of pouch member 430. However.
other atachinent means can be provided such as snaps.
battons. Zippers. etc.. and are considered within the scope of
vamﬂapmmbuml:mswghtmambas

remains in its closed position. by tank strap 420 or strap 360.
Flap member 448 can be provided with a non-skid member
441 similar to the non-skid members discussed above.
Additionally. in lien of inserting weight members 460
across in a horizontal mapner. pouch member 430 can be
constructed such that the weight members are inserted
within pouch member 430 in a vertical fashion. Preferably.
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each individual weight member 460 weighs approximately
two (2 Ibs) pounds. though such is not limiting and other
weight amountsanbeuﬁlizedandareoonsideedwithin
the scope of the invention. Furthermore. weight members
460 can be symmetrical. however. such is also not limiting.

Pouch member 430 can be constructed from neoprene.
spandex. canvas. nylon. or other conventional soft and
flexible fabric materials. Furthermore, elastic or other stretch
means can beincapaatedintopoudzmcmbcr.toassm'ca
tight and snug fit of one or more weight members 460 within
pouch member.

dminghisorherundu-watcrmdsisfwndinauofmemk
ounted counterweight assemblies of the present invention,
described above or below.

.As seen in FIGS. 32 and 33. one ar more individual
weights 500 can be attached directly to conventional buoy-
ancy compensator strap 368 or to tank band 320, In this
counterweight assembly embodiment. weight members 59¢
are provided with a slot $82 for insertion therethrough of
dﬂxasu'ap%oormnkbandm.ﬁmﬂartolbove.a
non-skid means (not shown) can also be provided on cither
suap3200r360awcightmmba35“mmwdm
members 500 from moving out of proper position. Also
simﬂartoabove.mennmbcrofweighmsnpm-
videdisd:pcndcntonsevaﬂfm:sudnsdiver'swe'ﬂn.
equipmcntwcighLetc.WeightnmbasS“mley
mnmued&omludcsted.mougho&cmnniﬂsmbe
utﬂizedandarecom'd:edwi:ﬁndlescopeofﬂleinvenﬁon.
Weight members 500 wdghbetwecnone(llb)
poundtomree(Blbs)poundsuch.ﬂoweva.miswdgu
amoumisnotlimiﬁng.ndomewdghtmoumsforwdgm
mcmbcxssooanbcuﬂizedmdneconsid:tedwiminme
scope of the invention.

AsseeninFIGS.Mdnough“.awu'ghtedsleeve
mmbamanbepodﬁmedabngunka‘cyﬁnd::”lto
providcbalhstincdawassmehadsuppodﬁoningu
wmsmfacclcvdofaninapadmeddiver.Wcighted
deevemcmbaMisﬁghﬂysﬁdalongqﬁnda&ltoim
proper position with respect to cylinder 301 Weighted
slecvemcmba-maybefastenedbyconvenﬁom!mnnsm
as bolting.

A flexible pouch member 620, similar to the various
embodiments pouch member of described above and below,
analsobeprovidedinuidiﬁontoweiglnedslmemﬂnbu
m.Poud:mcmbaGZOcanbemvidedwiﬂ:oncorme
wdghtG%mceivingpo@tsmPoud:mﬂnbamis
preferably constructed from a fabric material and can
indudcaﬂapm:mber(notshown).Pwdammba@is
preferably disposed around sleeve member 600 and can be
attached by conventional means such as hook and loop
fasxeningmembasGZZubywcucmns.M.wdgh:ed
sleevcmcmb:-Mmhweanon—uuardmauecomec-

Alzu-naﬁvely.apoudamcmbu-GSO(HG.i’oG).ennbe
;tovidedwhichismnsuuaedﬁomaﬁgidmm“
plastic and is preferably constructed integral with sleeve
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member 600. Pouch member 650 can be provided with one
or more weight 630 receiving pockets 652. Rigid receiving
pocketsGSannbepovidedWiﬂaholesinﬂwibouomto
pushweightmcmba-smanaftu-thcd.ive.Asreceiving
pockets 652 are comstructed from a rigid materia},
pmfaably.ﬂnweightmmbastobcinsatedwnhin. should
corespond in shape to pockets 652. Furthermare, conven-
ﬁonalapmmnsiswefmblyprovidedforeachpockemsz

FIGS. 37 through 39 illustrate another counterweight
assembly embodiment generally designated as reference
numeral 700, Counterweight assembly 700 includes a
pocket member 710 whichcanbedﬂmrpcmancnuyor
rcmovauyﬁxedtobuoymcycompmsamsmpmorunk
band320.inanyofﬂiemethodsmviouslyd=aibedtbove.
mdahardweightmunbcrmcrsdtwcightmba7”
diq:osedwithinnpoud:memba740wﬁhpoud:mmnba
740bdngnleastpnﬁauydisposedwithinpocketmembu
710.

Poud:munbcr740ispmvidedwithaquickrﬂease
h.lndle754wnichismd;edtopoudxm=mba740bya
slnpmunbu-ﬁ.ndallowsape:son.othumantheusa.
toremvepond:mnnbanOudweightmembcrma'
190fmmpocketnmnbcr7lowmnadivaa'othaswim-
misﬁnidnedwﬁhhiscrhaundawnanvds.Noumuy
apersonsﬂndingonabon.dockorod:atypeofsm
pulls off the diver's equipment (inciuding his or her buoy-
ncycompennmr359andlmdwdairunk301)whﬂcd:e

aimkaltypinnywdd:togmmmlyﬁfty(so
lbs)pounds.wmmeuseofcauinbuoymcycompem
anmﬂymﬂame.mamchedwdghtmbam«”o
mayadduptoappou:imdyeighteen(ls)totwemy(m)
addiﬁoulpamdstothelmoumofweightthcpa'soninlhe
boathastorunove.'l‘hcpcsoninﬂxebwnamauybcnds
ovcwwmmeminordatorachﬂ:ediverwhoisin

wcightofﬂ:ebuoyancycompenmmdairmktobeliﬂed
byﬁpuximmlynptocigmeen(IS)totwenty(ZO)pounds.
’Ihisreductioninwcightconﬂdhelptopwentmyblck
problems commonty experienced by persons removing the
diver’s equipment onto the boat or dock.
FIG.39ﬂlnsu:tesﬂ:=VIdousstepsofranovingqu.ick
mmmmammmmno
bylhepusononthcbonadoek.Asprcviouslymenﬁoned.
itistobeundastoodlhatwa’ghtmanbasMum.as
wcnasallofﬂ:ccumu:wdghtassqnblyunbodimemof
the present invention. are positioned such that the weight

sofud F¥ jo {: offeg
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members cannot be removed or released by the diver in
order to assure that the diver is consistently maintained in a
heads up position in the event he or she becomes incapaci-
tated.

Pocket member 710 is shown having an outer surface 712
A hook and loop fastening means 714 is provided on outer
surface 712 adjacent an open ¢nd of pocket member 710. A
pocket flap member 716 is provided having an outer surface
718 and an inner surface 720. A first flap hook and loop
fastening means 722 is provided on outer surface 718 and a
second hook and loop fastening means 724 is provided on
inper surface 720. Pocket member 710 can be provided with
a perforated partion.

Pouch member 740 houses removable weight member
780 or 790. The weight member can be a sandbag (soft
weight 790). lead weight (hard weight 780). or other appro-
priate ballast member which can be disposed within pouch
member 740. A hook and loop fastening means 772 is
provided on a first surface of strap member 776 and hook
and loop fastening means 776 and 778 are provided on a
second surface of strap member 770. A first end of strap
member 770 is adached to pouch member 740 and a second
ead of strap member 770 is attached to handle means 754
both by conventional means. Handle means 754 includes a
triangularly shaped gripping member 756 having a gripping
surface 758.

Weight members 780 or 790 act as ballast means to assure
heads up positioning of an incapacitated diver at water
surface level and in use are disposed within pouch member
740 which in tarn is disposed withir pocket member 710
with strap member 770 and handle means 454 protruding out
of pocket member 710. A portion of hook and loop fastening
means 724 mates with hoak and loop fastening means 778.
book and loop fastening means 772 mates with a partion of
hook and loop fastening means 714. and a remaining pogtion
of hook and loop fastening means 724 mates with a remain-
ing portion of hook and loop fastening means 714. by
folding flap 716 inward along a fold line 717. At this point,
strap T70 is folded inward over flap 716 to allow hook and
loop fastening means 776 to mate with hook and loop
fastening means 722 to securely retain weight member 780
ar 790 within pocket member 710, to assure consistent heads
up positioning of an incapacitated diver. while allowing a
person standing on a boat or dock to remove weight member
780 or 790 when the diver is ready 1o climb onto the boat or
dock.

To remove weight member 780 or 794. the person on the
boat or dock grabs handle means 754 at gripping surface 758
and pulls handle means 754 with a pormal. but strong.
tugging motion force. which nearly simuitancously breaks
the attachment of fastening means 776 to fastening means
722. fastening means 714 to fastening means 724, fastening
means 772 to fastening means 714. and fastening means 778
o fastening means 724. to allow weight member 788 or 790
to be quickly removed from pocket member 710. Once
removed. the person on the boat ar dock. merely drops
weight member 780 or 790 and pouch member 740, on the
boat or dock. respectively. where it can be properly redis-
posed within pocket member 710. when the diver or another
prepares to enter the water again.

As seen in FIGS. 40 and 41 a combination of the
previously described weight members can aiso be provided.
As shown. counterweight assembly 300 is provided with a
counterweight assembly 700 attached thereto. Weight mem-
ber 302 provides a certain amount of ballast (weight), while
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within pocket member 710 varies depending on the weight
of the diver and his or her equipment. Though. pocket
member 710 is shown removably attached to weight mem-
ber 302. it is to be understood. that the other pouch members
described above. as well as one or more individual weights
500. can also be utilized in combination with weight mem-
ber 302. and such other combinations are also within the
scope of the invention. Furthermore. other combinations of
counterweight assembly 700. counterweight assembly 300.
individual weights 500 and the other pouch members
described above can be provided and are all considered
within the scope of the present invention.

To attach pocket member 710. or the other pouch
members. tank band 320 is inserted through one of the
vertical slots 304 or 386 of weight member 302. through a
loop member attached to the back of pocket member (the
loop portions described above could also be utilized).
through the other vertical slot 396 or 304. respectively. and
then tightened by conventional means. such as D-rings
members. buckle means, etc. as described above.

Where weight member 302 is attached with buoyancy
compensator stap 360, if loop portions are provided. the
loop portions can be inserted through horizontal slots 314
and 316 and attached to each other. in lien of providing
coupling strap 340. Thus. in this embodiment. the loop
portions provide the mechanism for attaching both weight
member 382 to cylinder 301 and pocket member 710 to
weight member 302.

& should aiso be understood in some applications. mare
than onc of the sume type of weight member. described
above. may be utilized. For exampie. a first weight member
302 could be attached relativety high with respect to cylin-
dex 381 and a second weight member 382 could be attached
reiatively low with respect to cylinder 301.

Purthermore. the vertical positioning of any of the weight
members described sbove can be easily adjusted between
dives or possibly by a person. other than the diver. during the
dive. The weight member and tank band 328 are infinitely
sdjustable along the leagth of the horizontal axis. The ability
to move tank band 326 and the attached weight member up
and down the tank allows for optimal position of the weight
member. This in torn allows the angle of the hyperextension
of the “distressed™ diver’s neck at the surface to be accu-
rately adjusted for optimeal airway comfort. Thus, tank band
320 can be quickly and securely adjusted to attach the
sppropriste weight member in the appropriate position in
respouse to any specific set of dive gear or dive eaviron-
ment.

A warm water diver may be diving with a minimal weight
belt (i.e. four (4) to ten (10) pounds). Some divers may feel
that attaching six (6) pounds of non-releasable ballast to
their air cylinder 301 would result in a significant reduction
in the amouit of reicasable ballast st depth. In order to
incorporate the critical ballast counterweight (weight
member) while preserving the diver’s cumrent reicasable
weight. the diver can use an offsetting buoyant means. fixed
ar releasable. The diver that requires a four (4) pound
counterweight (weight member) to provide relisble airway
protection can add s four (4) pound buoyant pad to protect
their tail bone from the tank. fill the space between the small
of the back and their tank or use the buoyant material to pad
the thorax or their head. The foarn can be alternatively
attached to the front of the buoyancy compensator where it
can be released in the event of an uncontrolled emergency
(ie. ascent due to accidental loss of weight at depth as might
occur if the weight belt is snagged). The foam on the front
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would also increase the strength of the face up righting
moment at the surface as might be desired by the beginning
diver.

It is notable that if the counterweight is large enough it
will overcome all other righting moments. The larger the
ballast the stronger the righting effect. The balance is that
cylinder 301 is already heavy. at the point of barcly man-
ageable. The combination of the forward buoyant means and
four (4) to eight (8) pounds of ballast in the counterweight
keeps the total system light enough that it can be comfort-
ably maneuvered. If the forward chamber is left at the
surface to protect the diver from boat traffic then the
counterweight must be approximately doubled to prescrve
the heads up safety feanme. If the counterweight is large
enough. it can act alone to right the diver. Its key require-
ment is that it be located exactly opposite the diver. casily
adjusted to maintain that position. A securely attached
counterweight can be used to retrofit existing buoyancy
compensatcrs. as long as they have an adherent element to
assure that the counterweight will not slide from position.

The counterweight is critical in balancing out the eatire
set of dive gear so that in an emergency the diver's gear
provides a single stabilized righting moaent that places the
distressed divers airway out of the water.

The counterweight embodiments described above (FIGS.
15 through 41) can be relatively easily incorporated into
other products. such as any and all other life vests. life
jackets. etc. Thus. the life jacket or other personal flotation
device (collectively referred to as “life jacket™) can be
provided with a ballast/weight member attached to the back
of the jacket. which as a counterweight member to provide
angular momentum in rolling the diver or other wearer over
in the water. such that the diver floats face up in the water
Preferably. the counterweight is attached posterior central

A conventional life vest/life jacket can be comprised of
inherently buoyant material. such as (1) kspok. closed foam:
(2) mixed inherently buoyant material and inflatable
(“hybrid” personal flotation device™); and (3) purcly inflat-
able design. All of these design of a lifesaving buoyant
means are improved by the addition of the ballast/
counterweight. Prefersbly. the counterweight is able to be
varied in size and position depending on the other equipment
warn by the user and the user’s anatomy. Typically the
counterweight is between three (3) and six (6) pounds and is
securely atachable to the lifc jacket adjacent and between
the neck and lower back area of the user.

Furthermore. a conventional air tank or cylinder can have
a weight member constructed integral with the tank if the
intended wearer knows the specific amount of counterweight
be or she requires. and the exact location of the weight
member with respect to the air tank.

Additionally. where steel tanks or cylinders are utilized. a
weight member having magnet means associated there with
can be provided for directly attaching the weight member to
the tank. This use would only be for training purposes and/or
for determining the proper amount of weight. as well as the
proper location of the weight on the tank. for the specific
individual This artachment embodiment would not be used
during normal dives and underwater travels. as there is a
chapce that the weight member may move or ipadvertently
fall off. However. the weight member could also be provided
with a strap. to provide a sccond attachinent means for the
weight member. as well as providing a secure attachment.

The counterweight allows for the application of ballast
mediated airway protection to enhance surface airway man-
agement and promote self sufficiency. The reliable protec-
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tion of a distressed diver’s airway depends on the baliast not
changing position in any of the three axis (up. down ar
around cylinder).

The instant invention achieves many critical features
including providing that the weight be permanently
anached. so that in an emergency it cannot be dropped. Since
the weight member (counterweight) must be small enough to
not compromise surface safety, it must be located on the
back of the life jacket or on the back of the cylinder exactly
opposite the diver where it generates the maximal rotational
enargy per pound of weight. rotational energy desperately
aeeded to repeatedly turn the unconscious diver over oato
their back against minor righting moments caused by limbs.
variations in body densiry. and attached gear. In particular.
if the victim is pear heavy swrf where the waves can flip a
victim over onto their face. a strong heads up righting
moment is essential. It should be understood that references
to 2 “victim” include. but are not limited to. water accident
victims and/or diving accident victims.

The counterweight assembly utilized is responsible for
initiating the righting moment. and supplies the rotational
energy needed to roll the victim over onto their back thereby
assuring that the victim’s face will be out of the water
regardless of the angle of entry. Once the diver has reached
the surface. the counterweight, in conjunction with the
dynamics of a imp unconscious body. will oppose any
tendency for the waves to roll the victim over into a face
down position that would compromise the airway. In
summary. the counterweight assembly provides lateral sta-
bilization of the water accident victim or diver (victim). and
opposes rotational motion of the waves from over turning
the victim into a face down position. but in the eveat that
occurs. the counterweight assembly will automatically flip
the victim back over onto their back. reestablishing the
heads up orientation.

When ar air cylinder is attached to the life vest or
buoyancy compensator, the tank compensating counter-
weight becomes critical. If the victim is lying face down at
the surface and goes limp. the counterweight will roll the
diver over oato their back. stabilizing the diver’s airway out
of the water. The size of the weight member selected is in
proportion to the type and size of life vest or size of
buoyancy compensator and cylinder and whether the water
is fresh or salt. The cylinder when empty is peutral to
slightly negative. but lacks sufficient rotational encrgy to roll
the victim over onto their back. The counterweight assembly
in other words compensates for imbalances in the life vest.
buoyancy compensator or the buoyancy shifts of the life vest
or buoyancy compeasator or the diver’s air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty then the weight
member can be smaller but still must generate sufficient
angular momentum to offset the secondary righting
moments gencrated by an imbaianced weight belt and
attached gear ar biadders. If the counterweight assembly is
used as an adaption to existing vest style buoyancy
compensator. thea it has to be strong enough to overcome
the side righting movements gencrated by the common
practice of using buoyancy under the arms.

Ceatral to the weight member’s design is that it be made
of a very dense material such as lead. and be located exactly
opposite the diver on the back side of the life vest or the tank.
Traditionally the buckie that generates pressure on the beit
that araches the buoyancy compensator to the tank is
located in the center at the back of the tank. Because the
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the counterweight assembly. the buckie has to be moved off
center. This shift in the cam buckdes location resuits in a

g S
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slight inconvenience in terms of reduced access but is
necessary to preserve the critical location and therefore the
righting moment of the compensating counterweight assem-
bly.

Drowned divers are often found with their weight belts 5
still on. Usualily the weights are located along the waist and
the amount runs from a couple of pounds to more than forty
pounds. As the amount of weight increases. the weight
member needs to be located higher up the air cylinder to
offset the placernent of the weight belt. A dual tank band 10
(providing two weight members) allows for a wide variation
of weight placement.

The weight member can also be incorporated into the
metal of the cylinder. adhered to the cylinder. enclosed in a
covering of any sart. or even attached with magnetism. A 15
pouch or cylinder can be used to contain icad shot or beach
sand as long as it is non-releasable and ideally located along
the longitudinal axis of the cylinder and thereby serves to
genezate the heads up righting momeat, with the least
amount of weight. The various weight member
embodiments. described above. guaraptee a single surface
position every time. That surface position being heads up.

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the tank band of the buoyancy compeasatar will allow
the diver to overcome numerous minor righting moments B
that can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed diver
under the water leading to drowning. the major cause of
death in the sport of diving.

The various counterweight embodiments provide for bal-
last mediated airway protection. namely. the protection of
the diver’s airway at water surface level. particularly in an
emergency when the diver is unable to protect his ar her
airway. The various present invention counterweight assem-
blies reduce the cumrent problem of airway submersion ,¢
which normally icads to shatlow water drowning. the num-
ber one cause of recreational diver fatalities.

The attachment of the buoyancy compeasator to the tank
has always created problems. A cam buckle is provided at
the end of the strap to generate teasion in the strap. The strap 4,
which attaches the tank to the buoyancy compensator.
stretches when wet. which can cause the tank to slide down
if not out Thus. the critical ballast compensating counter-
weight (weight member). in addition tomllmgthedlsu'essed
diver over to protect his or her airway. through increasing .
the surface area for attachment. sexves to markedly improve
the attachment of the buoyancy compensator to the tank.

Thus. the present invention fllustrates the use or attach-
ment of a relatively small. non-relcasable weight, which is
applicd to a variety of positions along the back of an airtank. s
The location at the back of the tank allows the size to be
reduced to its minimum and still be able to provide reliable
airway protection. In warm water the weight is provided
relatively lower with respect to the air tank. In cold water
where the diver has significant ballast already attached. the ss
weight member is moved relatively higher with respect to
the air cylinder towards the head to maiptain optimat airway
protection. The positioning of the weight member along the
back of the tank. optimizes the angular momentum gener-
ated per unit of weight. The use of the smallest amount of 60
weight possible to provide airway protection allows the
warm water diver. who is by definition already using mini-
mum weight.

ththcuscofawe;ghtm:mbaasdam’bedabove.

from any position a distressed diver can be rolled over onto 65

their back. repeatedly if necessary. with their neck hyper-
extended and their airway positioned free and clear The
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distressed diver is provided with ballast mediated airway
protection which allows only a single. stable. surface posi-
tion. Thus. when the diver cannot protect their airway. they
can count on their counterweight assembly to act as a self
rescue device providing emergency heads up surface flota-
tion. Self rescue requires that at all times throughout the
entire dive or underwater travel that the diver’s gear is
balanced such that their airway will not suddenly become -
vulnerable to submersion solely because they have become
a coupie of pounds out of balance in the last minutes of the
dive or underwater travel due to the loss of air.

The above described counterweight assemblies roll the
diver over. out of his or her side high airway submerging
position and onto his or her back when the diver is uncon-
scious. Accardingly. from any position the diver is rolled
over onto their back. neck hyper-extended as it drops back.
opening the arway. A diver in balance has a single stable
airway protective righting moment. while a diver out of
balance is susceptible to airway submersion and shallow
water drowning.

By it’s variable position. high or low, the above-described
counterweight assemblies also assists in balancing all of the
buoyancy and ballast astached to the diver. creating
improved airway sapport for the distressed diver. from the
beginning through the end of their dive or underwater
adveature. Diver airway protection is provided regardless of
whether the diver’s gear is antached or dropped in part or in
whole. as may occur in an emergency. The counterweight
assemblics are designed to compensate for loss ballast or
shift in balance to extend airway protection throughout the
dive or underwater travels. Even if the diver is originally
face down and unconscious at the surface. the counterweight
assembly. when properdy positioned teads to almost imme-
diately right the diver face up. thus. protecting the diver’s
airway should such diver lose consciousness on the surface.

Additionally. a variable displacemesnt device can be pro-
vided for providing additional buoyancy to the diver and his
or her gear to offset any cxcess ballast that must be attached
to acquire airway protection through ballast mediated airway
mansgement as described above.

Some divers. in particular warm water tropical divers.
may dive with very little bellast. On occasion. the diver
requires a tank mounted bailast that exceeds the amount of
ballast nceded to submerge. Some reasons why this is
required includes (1) diver amatomy (ic. large “Bamrel
Chest™); (2) composition of the diver's cylinder (ie.
aluminum); (3) large dispiacement buoyancy compensator
my:eqmwtoad:mn(m)totwemym)pmmdsof

merge while diving in 2 bathing suit in warm water; (4) diver
wishes to retain the entire amount of relcasable ballast so he
or she can qtiickly acquire a net positive surface flotation by
dropping his or her weight beit. In such situations the
addition of buoyancy will allow the diver to retain his or her
releasable weight belt while acquiring the ability to self
rescue. as described above. ic. protect his or her airway
from submersion if the diver becomes unconscious.
Preferably. the buoyancy added is non-compressible which
can occur through the use of a rigid container built into the
diver’s buoyancy compensator back pack.

Thus. the buoyancy meaus is attached to the diver/gear to
offset the required airway protective tank mounted ballast
(weight member). Prefersbly, the buoyant means is a rigid.

e means for the provision of a specific
amount of buoyancy. Other alternative embodiment include
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a ciosed cell foam. However, with the use of a closed cell
foam. as the diver submerges the bubbles in the foam
compress. thus. reducing the buoyancy and requiring air to
be added to the diver’s buoyancy compensator jacket. The
added air needs to be vented on ascent.

The buoyancy means preferably has a variable volume to
allow for volume adjustments specific to the diver/dive
environment. Additionally a single or multiple buoyant
means can be provided and arranged to enhance surface
flotation attitude.

As seen in FIG. 44. a training device for a tank mounted
coupter weight member is shown and genexally references as
device 800. A dive instructor during training. such as pool
training. needs to individualize the size and location of the
tank mounted counter weight member for each student
(diver). To facilitate this time consuming process a longitu-
dina] attachment means 800 is affixed to tank 301 with a
quick release coupling means. such as quick side release
buckies 802. thus. allowing for rapid attachment and adjust-
ment of size and position of weight member(s) 820 which
are housed in sleeve members. Hook and loop fastening
means is disposed on at least a portion of the outer surface
of the siceve members for mating with hook and loop
fastening strips 804 and 806 associated with training device
800.

The very security that is demanded of the tank mounted
counter weight member when used as a life saving means
complicates its rapid change and adjustment. As a pool
training aid. specd of adjustments is more important than
security. As such. training device 880 can be preferably
clearly marked with a warning label stating that the device
in not to be used for diving.

The vertcal tank mounted attachment means can be
secured by a wide vadety of mechanical means. including.
magnetic. zippers. spaps. spring loaded pins. hook and loop
fasteners. etc. For exampie, a fabric jacket having a strip of
hook and loop fastcning means attached along its length can
be provided. Weights in specific sizes can be quickly affixed
in combination to establish the cofrect size, then adjusted
verticaily to optimize the exact surface flotation position for
hyperextension of the diver’s neck The weights are not
limited are not limited to amy specific. but preferably
approximately one (1) ar two (2) pounds cach.

Training device 800 can be preferably provided with a
vertical index 810 which identifies location. such as a
measurcment means from the bottom of tank 301. Thus. the
instructor can inform the student the exact location where
the weight member should be attached to tank 301. as well
as the exact amount of weight required at such location.

The fabric jacket can also be secured by a wide variety of
means. Preferably. hook and loop fastening means is pro-
vided to allow the jacket to be easily attached to a wide
varicty of cylinder diameters. One ar more adjustable lock-
ing belts can be provided far use with large tank mounted
counter weights. which may be required with certain tech-
nical buoyancy compensators. The jacket may also be
secured by a variety of other means such as beits. buckles.
zippers. snaps. etc. Furthermore. the inside coating of the
fabric is preferably of a high coefficient of friction to reduce
any tendency of the jacket to slip or slide from proper
position during adjustment and testing of various tank
mounted counter weight member.

FIGS. 45 and 46 illustrate a quick disconnect connectar
embodiment generally designated as connector 960. Con-
nector 900 generally includes 2 maie member 910 associated
with a lifting device 992 and a female member 930 com-
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monly associated with an inflating hose member of a con-
ventional buoyancy compensator (not shown). Typically.

lifting device 902 is deployed at depth. Lifting device 902 .

can be any type of device which contains a flotation
chamber. inciuding. raft 96 shown in FIG. 10. When raft 96
is the intended lifting device. male member 910 replaces a

conventional male memher 192 (FIG. 10) and which is

shown in greater detail as conventional male member 980
(FIG. 47).

With the use of a conventional connectar (FIG. 47). male
member 980 is provided with a groove member 982 for a
locking attachment with female member 930. when the
intended lifting device is to be inflated (i.c. emergency
situation). Once male member 980 is properly connected to
female member 930, an activating member 984 presses a
Schrader valve 932 disposed within an internal passageway
934 which extends through femaile member 930 from its first
end 936 to its second end 938. The activation of Schrader
valve 932 allows air to flow into the flotation chamber of the
lifting device for inflation purposes.

However., with the connection of male member 980 to
female member 930, the user (diver) is aiso attached to the
lifting device. Under pressure it is often difficult to release
male member 980 from its locking attachment to femaile
member 930. Thus, as the lifting device begins to ascent. the
diver (user) is placed in a position of uncontrolled ascent.
possibly. leading the diver to one or mare of the dangerous
conditions described above.

As seen in FIGS. 45 and 46. male member 980 is replaced
with a maie member 916. Male member 910 includes a first
end 912. a second end 914 and an internal passageway 916
extending through said male member 910 from first end 912
to second end 914. Male member is not provided with a
groove member to avoid the locking problems described in
the previous paragraph. Male member 910 can also be
provided with an outer circular flange member 918 and a

In use, male member 910 is reccived within internal
passageway 934 of female member 930 until flange member
918 abuts an outer first end 936 of female member. Thus.
flange member 918 acts as a stop means to property position
the first ead of male member 910 within internal passagewsay
934 of female member 938. This positioning of male mem-
ber 910 with respect to female member 938 allows bridge
member 920 to activate Schrader valve 932 to allow air to
flow within a flotation chamber of lifting device 940.

Male member 910 is slightly smaller in outer diameter as
compared to the inner diameter of internal passageway 934.
This allows male member 916 to be sougly and tightdy
received and maintained within internal passageway 934 of
female member 930, while at the same quickly and casily
releasable. Lastly, outer flange member 918 also serves as a
gripping means to quickly remove male member 910 from
within internal passageway 934 of female member 939 once
the flotation chamber of lifting device 992 is properly.
inflated or in the event of an emergency.

The instant invemtion has been shown and described
herein in what is considered to be the most practical and
preferred embodiment. It is recognized. however. that depar-
tures may be made therefrom within the scope of the
invention and that obvious modifications will occur to a
person skilled in the art. .

What I claim is: -

1. A counterweight assembly far providing enbanced
heads up surface positioning of a person. said counterweight
assembly comprising:

g8ud T Jo TXioBug
LY



5.855.454

39

a weight member: and

means for attaching said weight  mber to a cylinder. the
cylinder adapted to be amac.ed to the person. said
weight member attached at a position on said cylinder
where the person cannot remove or adjust said weight
member while the cylinder is attached to the person;

wherein said weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning if the person becomes
incapacitated.
2. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
weight member has a body member shaped to be snugly
attached the cylinder.
3. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
means for attaching comprising a tank band inserted through
a pair of vertical slots disposed through said body member
and wrapped and attached tightly around the cylinder.
4. The counterweight assembly of claim 3 wherein said
tank band has non-slide means disposed on an inner portion
to prevent said weight means for moving after said weight
means has been properly attached to and positioned on the
cylinder.
S. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
means for attaching comprises a strap member inserted
through a pair of horizontal slots and wrapped around a
cylinder attaching strap associated with a buoyancy com-
pensator to tightly attach said weight member to said
cylinder. as well as anaching said cylinder to said buoyancy
compensator.
6. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
means for attaching comprising a tank band inserted through
a passageway extending from a first side to a second side of
said weight member. said tank band wrapped and attached
tightly around the cylinder.
7. The counterweight assembly of claim 6 wherein a
plurality of weight members are provided. ecach of said
weight members having a passageway. said tank band is
inserted through the passageway of cach weight member.
8. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
means for attaching is a flexible pocket member attached to
a tank band. said tank band wrapped and attached tightly
around the cylinder. wherein said weight member is dis-
posed within said pocket member.
9. The eonmu'wug,hl assembly of claim 8 wherein said
flexible pocket member is permanently attached to said tank
band.
10. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
flexibie pocket member is removably attached to said tank
band.
11. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
flexible pocket member is divided into a plurality of weight
receiving sections.
12. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
flexible pocket member has a flap member.
13. A counterweight assembly for providing enhanced
heads up surface positioning of a person. said counterweight
assembly comprising:
a weight member; and
means for attaching said weight member to a cylinder. the
cylinder adapted to be attached to the person;

wherein said weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning if the person becomes
incapacitated:

wherein said means for attaching is a flexible pocket

member amtached to a tank band. said tank band
wrapped and attached tightly around the cylinder.
wherein said weight member is*disposed within said
pocket member;

wherein said flexible pocket member has aﬂapm:mbu:_

and et
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a releasable pouch member. said pouch member attached
to a handle member, said weight member disposed
within said pouch member, wherein said handle mem-
ber is disposed out of said pocket member when
properly assembled

14. A counterweight assembly for providing enhanced
heads up surface positioning of a person. said counterweight
assembly comprising:

a ballast member; and

means for attaching said ballast member in an infinite
number of vertical positions with respect to a cylinder
adapted to be attached to the person and where said
ballast member cannot be released ar adjusted by the
person while the cylinder is attached to the person:

wherein said ballast member provides a single reliable
heads up position of the person at surface level.

15. A counterweight assembly for a cylinder mounted on

a person’s body. the cylinder having a longitudinal axis. said
counterweight assembly comprising:

a support member;

means for adjustably positioning said support along the
longitudinal axis of the cylinder;

a weight member secured to said support member and
being disposed substantially parallel to said longitudi-
nal axis. said weight member also secured to said
support member where the person camnnot release or
adjust said weight member while the cylinder is
mounted to the person;

wherein said weight member generates a righting moment
to cause an incapacitated person’s mouth and nose to be
positioned and maintained out of the water at all times.

16. The counterweight assembly of claim 15 wherein said
support member is mounted on the cylinder.

17. A noa-relcasable. securely attached. reiatively small
amount of tank mounted trim ballast attached in any of an
infinite number of vertical positions as required to balance a
unique combination of other baflast and buoyancy members
attached to and specific to a diver and his or her dive. said
tank mounted trim ballast providing a single. reliable. heads
up position of the diver at water surface level at any time
during the dive. camprising:

a weight member;

and means for ataching said weight member to a tank
associated with the diver;

wherein said weight member is positioned such that it
cannot be removed or adjusted by the diver during his
or her dive or other underwater travel.

18. The trim ballast of claim 17 wherein the non-
removable weight member is used in association with sepa-
rate releasable ballast which may be needed to allow the
diver to submerge.

19. A counterweight assembly for providing enhanced
heads upslﬂmeposmomngofapcrson.mdcounwwagh:
assembly comprising:

a weight member; and

means for attaching said weight member to a cylinder. the
cylinder adapted to be amached to the person. said
weight member attached at a position on said cylinder
where the person cannot remove said weight member
while the cylinder is attached to the person;

wherein said weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning if the person becomes
incapacitated.
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57 ABSTRACT

A counterweight assembly is provided to enhance heads up
surface positioning of a person. The assembly includes a
weight/ballast member strategically disposed on a cylinder/
tank worn by a diver during 2 dive. The weight member can
be attached by several different embodiments. Preferably,
the weight member is attached such that the diver cannot
release or adjust the weight member while he or she is
diving. The weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning in the event the person
becomes incapacitated. Also provided are several other
water safety and survival devices.

12 Claims, 20 Drawing Sheets
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WATER SAFETY AND SURVIVAL SYSTEM

This Application is a divisional of U.S. patent application
Ser. No. 08/645.206. filed May 13, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No.
5.855.454 which is a continuation-in-pant of U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 08/149,137, filed Nov. 8, 1993, now
U.S. Pat. No. 5.516.233, which is a continuation of U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 07/870,244, filed Apr. 17, 1992,
now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to water safety gear includ-
ing life vests. integrated rescue products. and hypothermic
protective gear. adapied for ome-time use by the victim
placed in the water by accident or for regular use by the
water enthusiast whether a sailor or scuba diver.

2. Description of the Prior Ant

Heretofore. accidental immersion often resulted in death
by two causes. aspiration leading to asphyxiation or hypo-
thermia. A life saving system, 1o be viable for more than a
few minutes. must successfully address both of these issues.
Current life vests supply the requisite amount of buoyancy
to return the victim to the surface, but often require a
conscious victim’s involvement to keep the airway clear.
While it is common practice. as well as legally mandated.
that all civilian. commercial. and non-civilian vessels carry
Coast Guard approved life vests. many current water safety
products provide only a limited portion of the safety they are
capable of providing. They do provide for positive buoyancy
duning the shock of the initial entry into the water. but by
incorporation of the concepts disclosed herein are capable of
providing significanty improved airway protection after the
initial insult with significantly increased reliability of airway
protection and less bulk. cost and. consequently, more
compliance.

By force of habit. life vests are currently designed after
clothing and as such they open in the middle of the chest,
producing a point of reduced buoyancy where it is least
acceptable. The division of the forward chamber into two
halves produces two side chambers which are each capable
of generating righting moments in the water. When a right-
ing moment is created on the body of an exhausted or
unconscious individual. they can be stabilized in a face
down or side down position. If the left or right side is out of
the water. concurrent loss of muscle tone in the neck allows
the face. nose. and mouth to be positioned underwater. Thus,
current constructions of many life vest are really omly
adequate for conscious, alert, and active victims because
they require participation. constant monitoring and adjust-
ment by the user to keep the face and airway out of the water.

On sudden entry into the water, water on face actuates the
Dive Reflex. which is a rapid uncontrollable inhalation. This
reflex often results in aspirating water with its consequent
choking and coughing. This distress further complicates the
victim’s ability to right themselves and assist in their own
rescue. It is often the case that the sailor who is knocked
overboard by the boom of the sail or is swept overboard by
a wave, can suffer a temporary loss of consciousness. During
this initial interval it is important that their life vest not only
buoy them to the surface, but that it also obtain and maintain
the victim’s face and airway out of the water until con-
sciousness is regained. '

The only life vest that is of any value is the life vest that
is worn. Compliance can not be ignored as an important
criteria in the design and manufacture of any safety product.
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The actual use of safety vests has begun to move forward by
the hybrid personal flotation devices. The HPFD is a com-
bination of a certain amount of inherently buoyant material
along with an additional amount of inflatable buoyancy.
Because of the reduced amount of bulk and therefore
increased convenience associated with the hpfd, their accep-
tance is growing. U.S. Pat. No. 4,681.552 issued Jul. 21,
1987 to William Courtey, addresses the value of hybrid
personal flotation devices. Like many vest style safety
products and in particular all buoyancy compensators, the
BC vest described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,681,552, when both
chambers are inflated in the configuration disclosed in FIG.
1, would stabilize the user on their side, placing their airway
underwater if the user was unable to hold their head up.

The vest that is constructed entirely from inflatable cham-
bers is much more comfortable, convenient and therefore is
frequently worn by itself and is now approved by the United
States Coast Guard. The purely inflatable product such as the
inflatable sailing harness, wind breaker, safety device,
because of its compactness, is often the actual product worn
by the victim. Many purely inflatable safety products
attempt to compensate for the Jack of inherent buoyancy by
generating large amounts of lift. The use of excessive lift
often results in the use of air under the arms where it creates
the side up righting moment that can jeopardize the airway,
a design defect addressed by the instant invention.

The airlines, because of their insoluble stowage problems
are allowed the use of a purely inflatable device that has
redundant chambers to guard against the failure problems
inherent in single chamber safety devices. The scuba diver
also wears a purely inflatable device known as a buoyancy
compensator or “BC,” which looks like a traditional life vest
but because it lacks at least reliability is not called such. The
sailor is known to use inflatable wind breakers. All these
devices, as well as many not described here, that are meant
to provide surface flotation to individuals in the water, would
be markedly improved by incorporation of the concepts
described herein. Whether constructed solely from inher-
ently buoyant means as are traditional life vests, or con-
structed from a hybrid composition of inherently buoyant
and partially inflatable, or constructed from purely inflatable
components, the specific location of a minimal amount of
ballast in accordance with the construction herein disclosed
would confer dramatic improvements in bulk. cost and
compliance and consequently, in safety and survival statis-
tics at sea.

The prior art on the use of dual chambered safety vests
includes Swedish patent #203592 issued to Lindgvist on
April 1966. This patent discloses a dual chambered product
with a large forward chamber which would allow the victim
to be stabilized in either a heads up position or if uncon-
scious the victim could be stabilized lying over the forward
float with their nose and mouth underwater. The device also
relies on the Victim’s legs to apply tension to a draw string
to pull the rear chamber up behind the victim’s neck. For the
active participant the product may have some utility but
would be unsuccessful if not closely regulated. In addition
the product is needlessly large and thus unnecessarily bulky
when deflated, a feature that often resuits in the product
being stored in a locker rather than being worn.

The buoyancy compensator is a convenience product that
has unfortunately replaced the diver’s safety vest. The
buoyancy compensator is a specific adaptation of a purely
inflatable safety product that is worn by the diver for use
both at the surface and underwater. The product evolved
from the orally inflated safety vest that had the appearance
of and was often called a horse collar vest. After decades of
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diving it was decided that the diver would benefit from the
inclusion of a chamber to hold air while under water to offset
the loss of buoyancy that occurs as the diver's thermal
protective gear is compressed at depth. The initial compen-
sators for this shift in buoyancy were containers that could
be filled with air 10 displace water and therefore generate
increased buoyancy as the diver’s wet suit was compressed
by the water. In an emergency this device could be easily
disconnected from the diver.

The next step in the evolution of the buoyancy compen-
sator was to use the air cylinder to inflate the safety vest, a
product designed to protect the airway at the surface. Its
proximity to the face and neck, its obstruction of the chest
and thercfore the site of controls for the dry suit diver, its
general bulk and appearance left room for the advent of the
life vest style buoyancy compensator. The initial detached,
canister buoyancy compensators were of low volume and
easy to ditch. The horse collar and then the Jife vest style
buoyancy compensator became voluminous. The larger lift
capacity became equivalent to the better the product. Buoy-
ancy compensators are available with 80 Ib. lift capacities.
At the surface the high lift product conferred a sense of
security because it would buoy the diver far above the water
as long as diver remained in firm control of the product. As
the diving population became more diverse in health and
age, the false sense of security led to marked competitive-
ness over the amount of lift that could be attached to the
diver. The product is 50 confused with security that a diver
can not get onto a dive boat without wearing a high lift
buoyancy compensator for “safety” reasons.

The inflatable products worn by scuba divers as disclosed
in Greeawood’s U.S. Pat. No. 3,436,777; Robert’s U.S. Pat.
No. 3,747,140; Waiters’ U.S. Pat. No. 4,016,616; Wright
III’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,137,585; Scott’s U.S. Par. No. 4,176,
418; Maness’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,324,234; or Courney’s U.S.
Pat. No. 4,645,465 and 4,681,552, and all buoyancy com-
pensators in the prior art are complicated by the attachment
of an air cylinder that undergoes shifts in buoyancy through-
out each dive as the cylinder empties and becomes more
buoyant The size of the shift in buoyancy is directly
proportional to the size of the cylinder used. The nature of
the shift in buoyancy, whether the cylinder ends up posi-
tively buoyant or only less negative, is a combination of
cylinder composition, most commonly aluminum or steel
and the water deasity, fresh, brackish or salt. Some air
cylinders become six pounds positively buoyant when
empty in sea water. This cylinder will float on its longit-
dinal axis as will the diver who is attached to that cylinder.
Consequently, if for any reason the diver is unconscious,
such as from a minor embolism from rapid ascent, blackout,
trauma, medical problem or just over exhausted after being
stranded at sea, they will evenmally lie along side the air
cylinder with their airwsy under the water and statistically
the desths are recorded as drowning. The current manage-
ment of the life threatening side righting momeunts of every
vest style buoyancy compensator is to disclaim liability for
keeping the airway out of the water.

The instant invention discloses the integration of a very
small amount of non-releasable weight exactly opposite the
. diver that converts the only inflatable wom by divers imo a
product that will protect the airway if the diver is unable to.
The anachment of weight to the air cylinder in the prior art
has been a way for camrying the ballast necessary for the
diver to be able to submerge, and thus were designed to carry
significant amounts of weight. Patents issued have turned on
the design of the release system. The dive community
demands that the anachment of significant amounts of
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weight must be able to be quickly released by one hand, by
either hand. The release mechanism must be sure in that it
must not accidentally release, but once the diver chooses to
release the ballast the mechanism must be simple enough
that it will not fail. All of the prior art by way of its
incorporation of reliable release mechanism assures the
diver that as an emergency is evolving and their weights are
dropped to gain a better surface attitude, the air cylinder that
was critical for use under water and is now empty will be
attempting to float the diver on their side. If the diver is
unable to oppose this action, their nose and mouth will be
forcefully submerged.

It is to be noted that in U.S. Pat. No. 4,455,718, the quick
release means is positioned centrally to allow access by
cither hand in the event of an emergency release. Prior to the
release, the central positioning of the quick release mecha-
nism necessitates that the weights as demonstrated in FIGS.
1 and 2 and be placed off center, potentially reenforcing the
side righting moments of the life vest style buoyancy
compensator. The keel retaining system disclosed is built
into the buoyancy compensator so it will not be lost or left
at home, the buoyancy compensator cannot be safely used
without this critical component. In patent U.S. PaL No.
3,670,509 it is noted that the ballast is located in front of the
tank, close to the back of the diver and consequently closer
to the axis of rotation which parallels the spine of the diver,
thereby drastically reducing the rotational energy generated
per unit of keel weight. This greatly reduces the effective
strength of the angular rotation generated by a particular
amount of ballast. Since some divers in the tropics may dive
with only a few pounds of weight, it is important that the
keel weight be kept as far away from the axis of rotation as
is possible to maximize the strength of the righting moment.
The critical location is on the exact opposite side of the tank
from the diver. U.S. Pat. No. 3,670.509 refers to “substantial
reducing” the tendency to force the diver face into the water.
Use of the disclosed improvements will not allow the face to
remain underwater. The ballast in patent U.S. Pat No.
3.670.509 that attemmts to reduce the face down righting
moment, positions the diver so that they are able to “. . .
activate the weight release mechanism.”, with the loss of the
ballast the diver then would be back to floating on their side
with their airwsy underwater. US. Pat. No. 3,967,459
locates the weight system inferior and adjacent to the diver
nearly the exact opposite as disclosed herein. It is also noted
that this weight system is intended to be reieased in an

reestablishing the tendency of the cylinder to
the diver’s sirway. The integrated ballast system
of U.S. Pat. No. 4,752,263 is similar in that it is releasible,
and located inferior and adjacent to the diver allowing for an
airway endangering surface position. The ballast system
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 2,120,420 places weight sym-
metrically about the diver which would totally eliminate any
beads up fighting moment and in fact would stabilize the
diver 50% of the time in a face down position. additionally,
this system is not designed to be used with an air cylinder,
but rather a surface supply air system.

The instant invention achieves many critical features
including providing that the weight be permanently
attached, so that in an emergency it cannot be dropped. Since
the kee! weight most be small enough to not compromise
surface safety, it must be located on the cylinder exactly
opposite the diver where it generates the maximal rotational
energy per pound of keel, rotational energy desperately
needed to repeatedly tum the unconscious diver over onto
their back against minor righting moments caused by limbs,
variations jn body density, and attached gear. In particular,
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if the victim dives near heavy surf where the waves can flip
a victim over onto their face, 2 strong heads up righting
moment is essential.

become disoriented, the power inflator sticks on their buoy-
ancy compensators, they suffer a minor medical problems as
they attempt an €mergency assent. for whatever the reason,

fast ascent rates,
Recommended safe ascent rates are in the process of
being reduced from 60 feet per minute to 20-30 feet per
minute. A buoyancy compensator that can contain 30 lbs. of
air can accelerate a diver who is stationary less than 10 feet

a person’s lungs are fully inflated and they hold their breath
while ascending three and a half (3%) or four (4) feet, their
lungs will ruprure, Pulmonary barotrauma introduces air into
the circulation where j; can obstruct circulation and result in
infarction of the tissue involved. Since the diver is often
vertical during an uncontrolled rapid ascent, the embolism
most often traveis 10 the brain. Unless the djver is
i minutes damage is permanent and
possibly fatal. The prior art on buoyancy compensators, as
is practiced in the diving community, unfortunately com-
bines low lift buoyancy compensation needs with high lift
surface flotation, The prior art buoyancy compensator is in
desperate need of the many advances disclosed herein,

Once the conscious or unconscious individual is sup-
ported safely at the surface with their airway free and clear,
the next major threat 1o the water borne victim whether
recently returned from the depths or a survivor of a common
carrier accident such as an airplane crash, is from; not being
seen by search and rescue efforts, of being drowned while
attempting a rescue or from hypothermia.

The rapid lowering of the body’s core temperature results
in interruption of life sustaining cognitive activities such as
staying in a tucked fera] position, which further aggravates
heat loss. With the loss of cognition the victim stops
monitoring and responding to changing surface conditions.
Inevitably hypothermia interferes in brain stem activities
such as musculoskeletal tone and respiration. It is widely
known that hypothermia is the actual killer in most acci-
dental immersions. In response to such knowledge, exposure
suits have been developed to insulate individuals and pre-
Serve core temperature thus extending survival from minutes
to hours. An effective Xposure suit is a large, bulky item that
is prohibitively expensive. Despite these serjous drawbacks
it is the only alternative to dying from hypothermia within
minutes and as such it is a legally mandated safety device for
the industrial sector where its costs, bulk and inconve-
niences can be bome. Exposure suit costs and bulk have
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prevented their use being required in the recreational, civil-
ian or commercial carrier sectors such as airlines, liners,
ferries etc. Therefore it is clear that despite recognition that
hypothermia is the actjve process in death at sea, there has
not existed until this time a viable, affordable, storable
means to control hypothermia.

To address this deficiency in the prior art, the current

the next watch,
single handed sailor is never missed. The sinking of a
civilian or commercial carrier is often unattended for many
hours or longer. As s noted in Harrigan’s U.S. Par. No.
2,114,301; Bennett’s U.S. Pat. No. 3.105,981; or DeSimo-
ne’s U.S. Par. No. 4,187,570, there exists complex,

capable of withstanding pressurized inflation and high
impact forces results in a device that is incompatible with
civilian and commercial carriers such as airlines or ferries,
yet alone individuals wind surfing, fishing from rubber rafts
or touring ocean kayaks,

use, the true basis of success jn any
emergency. The current water safety vest distinguishes the
two critical points of buoyancy, one behind the neck and
head with the second point of buoyancy being in the area of
the umbilicus, and one of ballast, behind the victim and their

extended along the sides where they act much as outriggers,
stabilizing the body from being rolled over because of wave
action. The perimeter rear buoyant chamber defines a space,
and actvally forms a containment means for stowing a
separating flotation chamber, such as a multi-function rescue
safety product. It also is the ideal site of expansion that
occurs when an inflatable life vest is actually inflated. All
inflatable buoyant chambers upon inflation convert from a
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garment is very loose so that when it is inflated the wearer
can still breathe or the chamber slides along a retaining strap
or belt shifting the position of the inflatable bladder and
thereby shifting the righting moment. Current inflatable
vests upon inflation slide to the rear as an accommodation to
the front entry. This pulls the buoyant means towards the
back and results in greater moments of stability in the side
high position which submerges the airway. In the current
embodiment if the vest is entered from the front its closure
is fixed. The rear buoyant chamber upon inflation stretches
away from the center of the back and out towards the sides
strengthening the lateral stability of the vest and the forward
central buoyant bubble remains aligned along the center.

There are several reasons that most life jackets are vest
style; the historical basis of clothing design, the need to
locate the required amount of lift required by the regulatory
agencies and the degree of fit. The buoyancy generated by
the life vest must be able to be secured reliably about the
torso of the wearer. Entry into the water or rough surface
action must not strip the life jacket from the victim, in this
regard the secure closure, appropriate sizing and an elastic
component combine o provide a reasonable attachment.
The only way to be assured that the victim and their life
jacket will not be separated is by the inclusion of a crotch
strap. Once again compliance is a function of comfort. If the
crotch strap is loosely attached prior to entry into the water
then easily adjustable while in the water, it might be used.
A wet, limp, unconscious victim being tossed about by
waves will require a retaining strap between the legs to
optimize the survival value of any buoyant product attached
to the victim. Its inclusion in a life saving system is
necessary, the option of its timely use is a function of
comfort and cosmetics. Another reason for the current vest
design of water safety products is that the Coast Guard use
to require certain amounts of buoyant lift for varying classes.
Commercial requirements exceed those for personal use, but
all classes displace such a large volume of water that the
buoyant means needs to be spread out over a large surface
area such as is provided by a vest style life jacket
configuration, despite its serious drawbacks.

Some vest style life jackets have four righting moments;
face up, back up, left side up and right side up. The current
invention creates a broad base triangle. Central to this
invention’s uniqueness is a small buoyant bubble that is
centrally located in froat of the wearer, and a small amount
of ballast posterior. The front chamber is responsible for
initiating the righting moment and the counterweight elimi-
nates the side position, and supplies the rotational energy
needed to roll the victim over onto their back thereby
assuring that the victim’s face will be out of the water
regardless of the angle of entry. Once the forward chamber
has reached the surface, it in conjunction with the dynamics
of a limp unconscious body, will oppose any tendency for
the waves to roll the victim over into a face down position
that would compromise the airway. If the front chamber is
too wide, it can combine with the rear buoyant bladder and
create a second, life threatening righting moment in which
either side could be held at the surface and concomitantly the
airway submerged. In summary, the rear buoyant chamber
provides a base of support for the head and neck, supporting
. the airway and providing lateral stabilization, opposing
rotational motion of the waves from over turning the victim
into a face down position, but in the event that occurs, the
forward buoyant bubble that is located at the umbilicus will
automatically flip the victim back over onto their back,
reestablishing the heads up orientation.

While the forward and rear buoyant chambers could be
constructed form a single chamber, ideally two or more

20

30

45

55

chambers confer several advantages. In this design one of
the chambers is retained by a releasible system. This feature
allows the wearer the option of being able to remove a
chamber and use it as a distress marker, thus the preferred
embodiment is to construct the forward chamber from a
highly visible and radar reflective material. Separation also
allows the chamber to be used as a rescue device. It can
function as a rescue board to approach a swimmer in distress
or used as a buoyant assist beneath the arms of the rescuer
to provide lift in the event the rescuer is attempting to
perform artificial respiration while in the water.

In adapting the product for the scuba diver, the separating
chamber can be used under water by the advanced diver to
mark a dive site such as in search and rescue attempts. The
separating bladder can also be used as an underwater lift or
salvage device rather than the common but unsafe practice
of using the divers high lift buoyancy compensator as a
salvage device. In the event that the object being salvaged
slips from the divers grasp, the diver suddenly becomes
markedly buoyant and is thrown into an uncontrolied ascent.
In the event of a sudden increase in boat activity the diver
could leave the separating chamber at the surface marking
the dive site, so that boaters will avoid driving over the
partially submerged diver. The universal retaining strap of
the releasible chamber ideally has an elastic component to
allow for distention of the bladder when it is inflated. The
separating chamber when modified for use underwater in a
buoyancy compensator must be reliably regulated. Safe and
secure containment of the bladder underwater is critical. As
helpful as additional buoyancy is at the surface, that same
buoyancy underwater represents serious exposure to rapid
ascent with its numerous serious problems. On the other
hand the surface fiotation chamber must also be simply and
quickly deployed to be of assistance of an emergency at the
surface.

Because the volume of the buoyancy compensator has
been reduced to mitigate the chances of rapid ascent, it is
foreseeable that the forward surface flotation chamber may
not be deployed in an acute emergency underwater so the
rear chamber and the disclosed keel weight have to be
sufficient to protect the airway by establishing a heads up
orientation with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber.

When an air cylinder is attached to the heads up life vest,
the life vests counterweight must increase in size to offset
any additional outrigger effect It is called a keel, because
when the diver is lying face down at the surface and goes
limp, the tank compensating keel weight, like the keel of the
sail boat will roll the diver over onto their back, stabilizing
the airway out of the water. The compensating portion of the
name is because the size of the weight is in proportion to the
type and size of the vest, cylinder and whether the water is
fresh or salt. If the cylinder when empty is neutral to slightly
negative i€ will sink allowing the diver to roll over onto their
back. The keel weight in other words compensates for the
buoyancy shifts of the diver’s jacket and air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty then the keel weight
can be smaller but still must generate sufficient angular
momentum to offset the secondary righting moments gen-
erated by an imbalanced weight belt and attached gear or
bladders. If the keel weight is used as an adaption to existing
vest style buoyancy compensator, then it has to be strong
enough to overcome the side righting movements generated
by the common practice of using buoyancy under the arms.

Central to the tank compensating keel weight’s design is
that it be made of a very dense material such as lead, and be
located exactly opposite the diver on the back side of the

sofud TH Jo T aleg

AATHHXH



Case 0:03-cv-61798-PAS Document1 Entered on FLSD Docket 10/01/2003 Page 80 of 167

$08ud ~W Jo Tt eJed

— ( hgnvd

US 6,530,725 Bl

9

tank. Traditionally the buckle that generates pressure on the
belt that attaches the buoyancy compensator to the tank is
located in the center at the back of the tank. Because the
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the keel, the buckle has to be moved off center. This shift in
the cam buckles location results in a slight inconvenience in
terms of reduced access but is necessary to preserve the
critical location and therefore the righting moment of the
compensating keel weight.

Ninety (90%) percent of drowned divers are often found
with their weight belts still on and fifty (50%) percent of
such are at the surface. Usually the weights are located along
the waist and the amount runs from a couple of pounds to
more than forty pounds. As the amount of weight increases,
the keel weight needs to be located higher up the air cylinder
to offset the placement of the weight belt. The dual tank band
allows for a wide variation of weight placement. Obviously,
the keel weight could be incorporated into the metal of the
cylinder, adhered to the cylinder, enclosed in a covering of
any sort, or even attached with magnetism. A pouch or
cylinder could be used to contain lead shot or beach sand as
long as it is located along the longitudinal axis of the
cylinder and thereby serves to generate the heads up righting
moment.

Additionally the concept of critical ballast is such that a
certain amount of ballast is absolutely required in order for
the diver to stay underwater. To facilitate the concept of safe
diver weighting the tank compensating keel weight is also
used to offset the inherent buoyant material from which the
buoyancy compensator itself is constructed. Thus. because
of the tank compensating keel weight. the buoyancy
compensator, the tank. and regulator combination is neutral
and as such does not contribute to the consolidation of
additional ballast on the weight belt. If the quick release
buckle of a consolidated weight belt should snag on a plant
or slip out of hand during adjustment at depth the dangers of
an uncontrolled buoyant ascent are somewhat mitigated
because the shift in buoyancy is reduced by the amount of
ballast used as a tank compensating keel weight.

While the forward chamber is not critical for protecting
the airway of the scuba diver because of the effectiveness of
the tank compensating keel weight, the forward chamber’s
ability to provide additional high lift surface flotation fulfills
an expectation in the sport. The key to the addition of high
lift surface flotation to the diver underwater is its safe
reguiation. The operation of the forward chamber requires
diametric opposed properties of the valve chosen to regulate
the chamber. One embodiment employs the use of a variable
fabric valve fabricated from a self releasible hook and loop
fastener such as VELCRO® that can operate in three dif-
ferent modes, as a manual on/off valve, semi-automatic
valve or a folly automatic valve. In addition, as the fabric
valve ages its strength can be renewed by further increasing
the interactive surface area.

The value of including 2 variable valve in line between the
rear chamber and the forward chamber is that the diver can
become more responsible with experience and training for
the total amount of lift available to the diver underwater as
well as at the surface and thus more responsible for uncon-
trolled ascent rates and consequently the risk of pulmonary
barotrauma, arterial gas embolism and its frequent outcome
cerebral infarction as well as the risks of decompression
sickness.

Some dive instructors fear that the beginning student will
not be able to perform an additional task in an emergency
and therefore prefer that the entire buoyancy system auto-
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matically inflate choosing simplicity of operation at the
expense of exposing the beginning diver to the conse-
quences of a more rapid uncontrolled ascent, despite the fact
that deaths have occumred during buoyant ascents while
training in a swimming pool. In particular, since the student
will be involved in a lot of surface drills and exercises, such
as determining how much weight they require in order to be
able to submerge, clearing their masks and snorkels, and
since the first dives will be shallow, the consequences of
rapid ascent are severe. As their experience grows and their
comfort in the water with their gear and the concepts of
correct weighting develop, they will be making deeper dives
where the consequences of sudden ascent continue to mount
and become progressively more severe. As the student
begins to submerge and the lungs become more pressurized
the manual operation mode of the vaive is necessary for the
diver to safely reguiate the total amount of lift anached to
their body underwater and thereby mitigate one of the major
risks of diving.

As the buoyancy compensator is reduced to a device
dedicated to contain the small amounts of lift actually
required while underwater, some instructors are concerned
that the diver will not be able to rely on the buoyancy
compensator for a buoyant ascent. The problem with buoy-
ant ascents is that they are very difficult to control when all
the divers’ faculties are intact. In an emergency the ability to
regulate a high lift buoyancy compensator at depth is very
unlikely. Optionally, one of the forward chambers can be a
low volume chamber designed for emergency ascent which
has incorporated a rupture plug, disc or weld so that if the
product is deployed unintentionally by use of a CO2 cylin-
der or the divers air cylinder, or accidentally, it will self
destruct at a preset pressure differential, limiting its buoyant
assist to the first leg of an emergency ascent allowing the
diver a second chance to regain control and reduce their
velocity to a safe rate. Some of the larger high lift surface
flotation chambers may never fill to rupture so its contain-
ment system that regulates its inflation must be very secure
to be assured that it will only be deployed intentionally,
otherwise the diver would be in the same high lift rapid
ascent predicament that they currently find themselves in
with today’s product.

Incorporated within the muiti-chambered heads up safety
vest is a multi-function rescue safety product which can
culminate into a raft for removal of the victim from the water
and thereby confer protection from hypothermia. The needs
and use of this rescue safety product determines its require-
ments for durability which in turn determines the type of
fabric, its storable volume and therefore the location of the
rescue product within the safety vest. The primary flotation
device or life vest stays secured to the individual to assist
them during their entry, and support them while they are
deploying the rescue product. Once inflated if the product is
not needed for rescue or signaling, the rescue product
evolves into a raft that the individual can crawl into. The life
vest remains on the victim protecting the individual should
they be washed overboard as well as insulating the trunk,
further helping to maintain core temperature.

The need and uses of a rescue device varies with the
application. For the civilian airline passenger suddenly
thrust into a survival sitaation, they are provided with a
floating cushion or a lightweight inflatable life vest. In this
situation a single use, ultra lightweight product is ideal. Such
a rescue product might be constructed from an all welded
mylar film. A multiplicity of layers would confer separate air
chambers within the product providing for insulation, con-
ferring a puncture protection while remaining small enough
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to fit inside a seat cushion or within a pocket of a purely
inflatable life vest. To facilitate the single use products
operation the oral inflator would Jead to a manifold which
could be constructed of differing diameters and/or which
would pass through Scparate one way check valves of
differing relief pressures. The diameter and/or pressure relief
valves would direct the flow of air such that the chambers
could be inflated sequentially. As pressure in the system
builds up after inflating the first ajr chamber the second
begins to inflate. The arrangement would allow for the

mirrored so that it is highly visible and radar refiective both
of which would facilitate search and rescue. It structurally
would resemble a single use raincoat. With the advantages
conferred by this invention the victim could be of assistance
to themselves and to others, Survival would be increased
from minutes to days, dehydration would become the next
serious threat to the survivor, An off the shelf plastic solar
still could be easily included for trans-oceanic passages.
The water enthusiast on the other hand may find them-
selves in the water more often than the civilian airline
passenger and their needs may tolerate slightly more bulk
from the stored rescue product in exchange for reusability.
The bulk increases because of the demands of a more
durable and reusable product requires a more substantial
choice of fabric. As the bulk increases, the location for
stowing the rescue product becomes more critical. The ideal
location is built into the back of the life vest where it is out
of the way but securely and accessibly stowed until needed.
In this posterior and inferjor position the actions of the new
and improved life vest are retained, that is the perimeter of

face down position. The location of the raft, is ideally within
the walls of the life vest, protecting the raft from the shearing
forces of entry, freeing the hands 1o assist entry and recovery
once in the water. An envelope for containing the rescue
product could be provided so that it could be attached to the
inside or outside of any current life vest and thereby confer
the protective advantages to all owners of a life vest without
having 1o incur the cost of buying a new life vest. This would
allow all current owners of a safety vest to upgrade to a dual
chambered separating water survival system. This attach-
ment system employs a hook and loop fastener looped
through the arm holes and is universally adaptable to all Jife
vests, of all sizes. Any releasable fastener such as buttons,
zippers, snaps, hook and loop, etc. would allow for the
rescue product and its Stowage and release system to be
located comfortably centered both up and down as well as
side to side. While it could be positioned outside the life
vest, its inclusion within the life vest will ensure its secure
attachment. The inflation of the rescue product is determined
by its use. cost, and available stowage space but since oral
inflation is not restricted by shelf life, it is always present
and most affordable. Inflation via a manifold will allow the
rescuer to provide a rapidly inflated life ring to help stabilize
- the victim through the initial insult and then provide a float
while the remainder of the chambers are inflated. In the
current embodiment the rescue product is built into the
safety vest or floating cushion, if anyone in the water
intentionally or accidentally and is sequentially inflated
through a series of rescue products that culminates in a raft
for removal of the individual from the hypothermic effect of
the water.
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An additional advantage of the disclosed invention is
irected to the adaption necessary when the safety vest is
used underwater by the scuba diver. In this application the
heads up safety vest would be called a buoyancy compen-
sator or BC. Because of the serious consequences of rapid
ascent on pressurized lungs, in addition to the reliable
regulation of the high lift surface flotation component of the
buoyancy compensator, the primary buoyancy compensa-
tion bladder should be variable size. By design the buoyancy
compensator is to be used underwater where it is vulnerable
to inflation from entrapped pressurized air at two to three
ammospheres, as well as subject to inflation from panicked
misuse or mechanical failure of the power inflator, all causes
leading to the same result, dangerously rapid ascent rates.
The volume of the bladder should be tailored 1o the dive
environment. The dedicated buoyancy compensator can be
adjusted to the lowest volume needed to accomplish the goal
of compensating for compression of thermal protective gear
and the resultant loss of buoyancy. As the dive environment
changes, so does the need for thermal protective gear. In
tropical water minimal or no protective gear is worn and
therefore the diver has nothing to compress and so experi-
e€nces no loss of buoyancy at depth. For the diverin a bathing

limited to the shift in buoyancy that occurs in their air
cylinders, and usually is well under 5 or 6 pounds of lift.
This chamber is only needed to cover the initia) overweight-
ing needed to allow the diver to be neutral at the end of the
dive in order to make a safety stop. This product should not
be called a buoyancy compensator as a first step in reedu-
cating the diving population about the dangers of power
inflatables underwater.

In cold water, at 120 feet of depth, a 190 Ib. diver in a Y%
inch neoprene wet suit experiences a loss of 9 Ibs. of lift due
to compression of the wet suit. Most sport divers are smaller
and therefore are wearing less neoprene, dive in warmer
walers and/or making shallower djves. There is no justifi-
cation for subjecting a diver to unnecessary risks of rapid
ascent. Due to the extreme danger of pulmonary rupture and

secondary air embolism that results from a rapid uncon-

tion chamber be restricted to the lowest volume absolutely
necessary to accomplish its goal. Any lift over and above the
minimum amount exposes the diver to unnecessary risk. The
diver doing repetitive dives in one day is advised to do their
deepest dive of the day first and will need a buoyancy

per minute to 2030 feet per minute. The medical literature
notes that a 30 Ib. buoyancy compensator can produce
average velocities in excess of 250 feet per minute from less
than ten feet under the water. For several generations, divers
dove without a buoyancy compensator so its use cannot be
construed as critical. The advent of this convenience product
has resulted in ballistic

“out-of-air” situation is prone to forget about the intellectual
concept of arterial gas embolism in the hypoxic and hyper-
capnic driven race to the surface, only to die from an arterial
gas embolism before ever getting a chance to drown,
Drowning is a siow, reversible process that lends itself to
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rescue for quite some time after the event, unlike arteria] gas
embolism. When using an adjustable dedicated buoyancy

brain or heart or similarly reduce the risks of suffering the
bends because of missed decompression stops.

An alternate location for a

can also be used as 3 rescue, signaling, salvage product or
snorkeling vest,

Appropriately sized releasable shoulder trim weights off-
set the operation of the buoyancy compensator underwater,
improving swimming position. decreasing fronta] area, pro-

In summary, a multiple chambered life vest can be of a
low volume. low lift. and low profile design as long as ar
least two points in need of buoyancy are covered, behind the
neck and ar the umbilicus and one point of ballast along the
vertical posterior axjs. Excessive buoyancy can be

separating chamber in the hands of a conscious, capable user
can be removed providing a signaling device for facilitating
search and rescue efforts or used as a rescue board minj.
mizing the risk associated with attempting 10 rescue another
victim who has become hypoxic. After the injtial insult has
been survived the user can deploy the incorporated inflatable

The multi-chambered heads up safety vest as adapied for
the scuba diver ajlows for reliable segregation of a variety of
high lift surface fotation chambers while underwater In

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the posterior axis of the victim’s vest will allow the
victim to overcome numerous minor righting moments that
can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed victim
under the water jeadj ng to drowning another major cause of
death in the sport of diving. The benefits of the tank

product. The inclusion of the multi-function rescue product
within the walls of the buoyancy compensator confers on

35

45

65

14

that diver the ability to respond to a number of problems
frequently encountered by the diver in rescue, marking and
salvage.

Thus, a water safety and survival System that provides a
multi-chambered personal flotation device that operates on
minimal volume to create asingle heads-up righting moment

that reliably stabilizes an unconscious victim with his airway

system also provides for incorporation of a separating sec-
ond inflatable life ring, rescue board, artificial respiration
assist platform. and ultimately a raft for removal of the
victim from the water to protect him from hypothermia. This
sequentially inflated, multi-chambered, multi-faceted inflar-
able rescue product is incorporated within the body of the

use of the heads-up safety vest are critical in order to
mitigate the risk of rapid ascent and its consequences,
arterial gas embolism and decompression sickness,

In accordance with these and other objects which wil]
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will now
be described with Particular reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a personal flotation device shown
incorporating the multi-function rescue product within the
back wall of the vest.

FIG. 2 is a view of an existing buoyancy compensator
with the multi-function rescye product artached.

FIG. 3 is a view of ag airline life vest carrying a
multi-function water rescue safety product.

FIG. 4 is a view of an airline seat cushion modified by the
inclusion of an uitra lightweight disposable multi-function
rescue safety product.

FIG. 5 is a-view of an inflation manifold,

FIG. 6 is atop view of a multi-chambered rescue product.

FIG. 7 is a cross section view of the multi-function rescue
product fully inflated,

FIG. 8 is a view of a face up personal flotation device
modified for scuba diving.

FIG. 9 is a view of the scuba diver with an inflated
separating horse collar, and seff fupturing emergency ascent
chamber.

FIG. 10 is a view of the inflatable cummerbund, with a
releasable forward chamber, carrying an altematively for-
ward chamber in the form of a float.

FIG. 11 is a view of the pyramidal structure with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber,



Case 0:03-cv-61798-PAS Document1 Entered on FLSD Docket 10/01/2003 Page 83 of 167

US 6,530,725 B1

15

FIG. 12 is a combined view of the elements of the water
safety and survival system as it is adapted to the scuba diver.

FIG. 13 is a front view of the adjustable buoyancy
compensator.

FIG. 14 is a rear view of an alternate adjustable buoyancy
compensator.

FIG. 15 is a front perspective view of a first counter
weight member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a back perspective view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is a front clevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 is a back elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 19 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 20 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
llustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 21 is a front perspective view ijllustrating a first
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a back perspective view illustrating the second
attachment embodiment for the first counterweight assem-
bly.

FIG. 24 is a perspective view illustrating a connection
portion of a coupling strap in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 25 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
artachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 26 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
illustrated in FIG. 15 having at least one suction cup.

FIG. 27 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15 having a plurality of suction
cups.

FIG. 28 is a front elevational view of a second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention in a flap open position.

FIG. 29 is a top elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly with the flap removed.

FIG. 30 is a front elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in a flap closed position.

FIG. 31 is a side elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 32 is a front elevational view of a third embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 33 is a side elevational view of a weight member
utilized with the third embodiment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 34 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

. FG. 35 is a top plan view of the fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly.

FIG. 36 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 37 is a perspective view of a fifth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.
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FIG. 384 is a front elevational view of the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 385 is a front elevational view of a soft weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 38¢ is a front elevational view of a hard weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 39a through 39¢ illustrate the various steps which
are performed for removing a pouch member and associated
weight member from a pocket member for the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly of FIG. 37.

FIG. 40 is a front perspective view illustrating a combi-
nation of counterweight assemblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 41 is a back perspective view illustrating a combi-
nation of counterweight assemblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 42 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway submerged.

FIG. 43 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway protected in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 44 is a perspective view of a training device for
determining proper size and location for the weight member
in accordance with the counterweight assemblies of the
present invention.

FIG. 45 is a perspective view of a quick disconnect
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 46 is an enlarged perspective view of a male portion
of the quick disconnect member illustrated in FIG. 45.

FIG. 47 is a perspective view of a prior art quick discon-
nect member having its female portion in section.

FIG. 48 is a view of the personal flotation device shown
in Figure and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 49 is a view of the airline life vest shown in F1G. 3
and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 50 is a view of the face up personal flotation device
shown in FIG. 8 and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 51 is a view of the scuba diver with the inflated
separating horse collar shown in FIG. 9 and incorporating a
counterweight member.

FIG. 52 is a view of the pyramidal structure with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber shown
in FIG. 11 and incorporating a counterweight member.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows victim 201 wearing a vest 203 that can
function separately as a snorkeling vest, personal flotation
device for boating or alternately hooked up to the primary
bladder of a buoyancy compensator through quick release
means 91 and hose 70 that is attached within pocket 74. Vest
203 can also be inflated through oral inflation means 72.
Additionally, vest 203 can be incorporated with a ballast
means 100 (FIG. 48). A multi-function rescue product and
raft 207 is stowed within the back pocket of the lift vest
between the cuter wall 208 and inner wall 209. A retrieval
strap 211 opeas the pouch formed by wall 208 and wall 209,
and is wrapped around raft 207 allowing the user to remove
rescue product and raft 207, comprised of an expansible
material allowing inflation chamber portion 73 located along
the perimeter of the back to roll forward upon inflation.

FIG. 2 shows a diver 202 adapting an existing vest style
buoyancy compensator 204 to carry the rescue product 207
within a containment pouch 210, held in place by band 23
that is supported by arm holes 24. A retrieval strap 211 is
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wrapped around rescue product 207 so that it can be
removed from the containment pouch 210 without having to
remove the vest 204. The scuba tank 102 is standard.

FIG. 3 shows a typical inflatable vest 205, as might be
wormn by an airline passenger 201. that is strapped to the
victim by strap 214, in the event of a water landing. The
typical vest 205 is modified by addition of a containment
pocket 213 that siows a single use rescue product 207.
Additionally, vest 205 can be modified by the addition of a
counterweight 100 (FIG. 49).

FIG. 4 shows an airline cushion 206 containing rescue
product 207. The victim puts their arms through straps 15 to
secure the cushion 206 to the victim during water entry.

FIG. 5 shows a manifold device 17 that connects an oral
inflator 16 through barbed fittings 18 to a series of one-way
check valves that can also function as variable pressure
relief valves 19, 29, 39, 39, and 59 that connect via tubing
20. 30, 40, 50, and 60 10 a series of inflatable chambers as
are demonstrated in the next drawing, FIG. 6.

FIG. 6 shows-a multi-function rescue product and raft
207, comprised of life ring 21 which is inflated by tube 20
which because it has the largest, diameter tubing and
because the pressure relief valve 19 has the lowest relief
pressure setting, will inflate first. Inflation chamber 31 or the
floor is the second to inflate. Chamber 41 is a second
chamber in the floor and because of the setting of the
pressure relief valve and/or the diameter of tube 40 would be
the third chamber to fill. The first three chambers; the life
ring 21. and the floor chambers 31 and 41 form a rescue
board or distress marker. The next chamber is a wall tube 51
and that can be inflated while resting on combined chambers
21, 31, and 41. The final chamber 61 forms an arch,
supporting a protective canopy. In its last configuration, the
multi-function rescue product 207 can be inflated to a raft
constructed from radar, solar, and infrared reflective mate-
rial.

FIG. 7 shows construction of rescue product 207 in cross
section. highlighting the various chambers and their
sequence in inflation, life ring 21 first, portion of floor 31,
remainder of floor 41 second. high volume tube wall 51
third, arch canopy tube 60 last. Ideally, the floor is doubled
or tripled to provide thermal insulation from the water and
puncture resistance.

FIG. 8 scuba diver 202 is shown wearing a heads up,
multi~chambered, dedicated, rear mounted, adjustable buoy-
ancy compensator having an inflatable chamber 85 con-
nected with hose 83 through quick release coupling 91, and
through one-way pressure release valve 82 to a releasable
inflatable shoulder hamess 80 that is stowed in a folded
configuration. In FIG. 9, the shoulder harmess 80 is inflated.
In FIG. 8, an alternate or concurrent surface flotation bladder
having an inflatable chamber 90 can be connected to buoy-
ancy compensation chamber 85 by tube 93, which is regu-
lated by one-way check valve 92, and can be separated from
the diver for rescue, salvage or marking activities by quick
release coupling 91. In FIG. 8, it is noted that the life vest
comprised of inflatable chambers 85 and 90 is snug but
releasably attached to diver 202 by a crotch strap 94. The
diver 202 in FIG. 8 is holding an air hose 191 which couples
to the male quick release coupling 192 on the power inflator
87, or can be used to inflate rescue product 207 of FIG. 2 or
can be used as a high pressure air source for the rapid
inflation of chamber 90 when it is being used in a rescue
attempt. Additionally, a counterweight 100 can be provided
(FIG. 50).

FIG. 9 shows an adjustable buoyancy compensation
chamber 85 reduced in volume by rolling up the side
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chamber as shown at 130. An automatic rupturing emer-
gency ascent chamber 180 is inflated from buoyancy com-
pensation chamber 85 through quick release coupler 91, or
by a separate compressed gas cylinder such as a CO2
cylinder 215. Standardized retaining strap 110 as found on
all the interchangeable forward bladders. Strap 110 keeps
bladder 180 from separating from diver 202 until the quick
release buckle 103 is opened. Retaining band 104 is expand-
able allowing for the forward chamber to expand away from
the diver upon inflation. In an uncontrolled ascent the diver
is unlikely to operate the venting mechanism 183 in which
case a rupture plug 182, can be provided, which crosses a
weld line 181 weakening it so that as the chamber 180
pressurizes upon ascent, it will rupture out at the weakened
point, thereby reducing total lift attached to diver 202 and
helping to control the ascent velocity. In FIG. 10 diver 202
demonstrates two of a wide variety of different releasable
forward chambers indicated generally as inflatable means 90
stored in the waist band in FIG. 8. Additionally, a counter-
weight 100 can be provided (FIG. 51).

FIG. 10 shows the diver 202 whose waist band 95 is
retaining releasable separating forward chamber 97 which is
a redundant horse collar life vest and rescue product. Expan-
sible element 104 stretches upon inflation of the forward
chamber 97. In an emergency the horse collar vest 97 can be
released from the divers buoyancy compensator by quick
release buckle 103. The same quick release buckle is used
for releasing the shoulder strap as is standard in the art, and
familiar to divers. After releasing the forward vest 97 from
the waist, the diver then disconnects the horse collar life vest
97 from its source of power inflation the buoyancy com-
pensator 85, by using the quick release coupling 91. Once
the forward chamber has been separated from the rear
chamber 85 and diver 202, it can be employed as a rescue
board, tied off as a boitom marker, left at the surface to warn
boat traffic, or held ajoft as a high visibility distress marker.
In FIG. 10, the diver 202 is carrying a rescue board, distress
marker, surf mat as an alternate separating forward surface
flotation chamber indicated as 96. Chamber 96 can be
retained by guides 110 on strap 104 of the divers waist band.
In FIG. 10, chamber 96 is shown with oral inflation means
98 and quick release coupling means 192 which couples 10
quick release coupling 91 thereby connected to the rear
buoyancy compensator 85, or to the air hose from the air
cylinder for more rapid inflation. Retaining flap 106 serves
to store the releasable forward chamber 97 or 96. Pouch 160
is sealed by flap 161 and is used to contain a smail amount
of lead shot to offset the buoyancy of the materials used to
construct the forward chamber as well as its containment
system. On the upper shoulder straps of the diver 202 in FIG.
10, D-ring 172 is attached to hook and loop covering fiat 173
that is attached to underlying fabric walls 175 to create a
quick release pocket for a lead shot filled pouch 174.

FIG. 11 demonstrate the pyramidal structure of the mul-
tiple chambered heads up life vest. The vest is cornprised of
a rear U-shaped buoyant chamber 121 and the forward
centrally located buoyaat chamber 120. The triangle 123,
formed by chamber 120 and 121 has a single righting
moment, face up. The victim 201, and his airway 124 are
maintained out of the water whether or not the victim is
conscious. A counterweight 100 can also be provided with
the life vest (FIG. 52).

FIG. 12 shows a composite of the water safety and
survival elements disclosed herein. In FIG. 12 the diver 202
is unconscious but his airway 124 is held out of the water.
A generic centrally located inflated chamber 1085 is retained
by expansible strap 104 and could be released by quick
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release buckle 103 if the diver was alert and it was needed
for rescue or for use as a distress marker for search and
rescue activities. Waist band 95 is secured in place by buckle
178 which is mounted on a Velcro® base 179 that allows the
waist buckle to be adjusted along the length of the left side
of the waist band 177 to accommodate the variation in waist
size that occurs as different types of thermal protective gear
are worn. The buckle 178 is off to the side so that the generic
forward flotation chamber 105 retains its critical central
location. The forward chamber retaining flat 106 is attached
by hook filap 108 to the loop material that covers the entire
length of the waist band indicated as strap 95. This allows
the forward chamber 105 to be quickly but securely adjusted
to its central position. Operation of forward chamber 105 is
regulated by the variable fabric valve 171 built into the
retaining flag 106. The hook and loop components 171 of
flap 106 can be varied by the inclusion of a reducer strip of
hook 107. The size of the reducer strip 107 determines
whether the flap 106 will open quickly under pressurized
inflation from the rear chamber 85, open slowly or not at all.
If the entire reducer strip 107 is removed the hook and loop
means 171 are of sufficient strength to lock off the forward
chamber. An over pressure valve 111 is located on the
opposite side of the chamber 85 so that the diver can vary the
position of the power inflator from the rear to the front by
interchanging the power inflator 87 and over pressure relief
valve 111. Rescue product 207 is contained in a pocket built
into the rear wall of the buoyancy compensator 85 and is
accessible by strap 211. Rescue product 207 is attached to
the diver by a releasable lanyard 212. The tank compensat-
ing keel weight 100 is permanently attached to the tank
retaining strap 109. Ideally, the tank compensating keel
weight 100 is of a hydrodynamic conformation, made from
a dense substance such as lead, coated in a soft film such as
plastic so it will facilitate keel weight 100 being securely
clamped in place by cam buckle 101. The soft coating will
also avoid damaging the protective coating of the tank 102.
The tank compensating keel weight 100 may be replaced by
a standard lead weight so that the diver traveling abroad will
not have to transport a lead weight. A diver in tropical waters
may only require 5 pounds to descend while use of a dry suit
in cold water can require 40 lbs. or more to be able to
submerge, the greater the weight of keel weight 100, the
stronger the face up righting moment it will generate. As the
weight belt is increased because of the use of buoyant
thermal protection, it is critical the keel weight 100 be
increased Regardless of the size of the keel weight 100 it is
critical that it be located exactly opposite the diver and thus
its position must be adjustable so that as the diver changes
between diving cylinders of different diameters, keel weight
100 can be casily adjusted, by a non-user, to maintain its
critical position. Ideally strap 109 is marked with a scale 176
to guide the diver in selecting the correct placement of keel
weight 100 on cylinders of different diameters. If the keel
weight 100 is slightly off center, it could summate with an
imbalanced weight belt and stabilize the diver in side up
position which will allow the airway 124 to submerge.
Because the position of the keel weight 100 cannot be
compromised, the cam buckle 101 is moved to a less
. accessible position on the side. A waist buckle 178 is
attached to a hook fastener base 179 that allows it to be
positioned anywhere along the left side of loop fastener
covered waist band 177,

FIG. 13 discloses one of many designs for the consuuc-
tion of an adjustable buoyancy compensator 85. The portion
of the buoyancy chamber that is held inaccessible to infla-
tion is indicated as a rolled up portion of the buoyancy
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compensation chamber 130. The loop pertion of a hook and
loop fastener forms the inside back of the buoyancy com-
pensator and is indicated as 131. Loop 131 serves to attach
the side chamber 136 by hook strips 132 to the body of the
buoyancy compensator 85. Flap 138 is formed from the
forward facing loop strip 137 and the rear facing hook strip
132. As the volume of the buoyancy chamber is reduced by
rolling up the side chambers, the hook strip 132 adheres to
the loop strip 137 to form and secure the roll 130. Clip 196
secures the rolled up grommets to prevent the chamber from
unrolling under pressure from the air in the buoyancy
compensator 85. The portion of the buoyancy compensator
behind the neck is indicated as 134. In the current drawings
the side chambers 136 are reduced in an infinitely variabie
fashion and an indicator 133 informs the diver of the
remaining amount of lift provided by the buoyancy com-
pensator 85. The indicator 133 allows the diver to quickly
return to preestablished buoyancy compensator lift volumes
as indicated for a particular set of dive gear. Quick release
shoulder strap buckles 135 rely on quick release buckle 103
and are common in prior art. The lower shoulder straps 195
rely on nylon webbing loop 194 to establish structural
integrity and internal hook fastener for positioning webbing
loop 194 on the loop fastener covered nylon webbing waist
band 95 and 177.

FIG. 14 depicts another retaining system for reducing the
volume of adjustable buoyancy compensator 85. Double
sided hook strip 151 and double sided loop strap 150 are
used to lock off the reduced portion of the buoyancy
compensator chamber 85. Double sided hook flap 152
attaches the rolled up chamber securely to the loop covered
body of the buoyancy compensator 85. The reducible por-
tion of the buoyancy compensator chamber is indicated as
136. The portion of the buoyancy compensator 85 that
supports the neck and head is indicated as 134. The keel
weight 100 is threaded on tank band 109, that is secured to
the air cylinder by cam buckle 101. The hook flat 161 seals
off the lead shot filled pouch 160 used to neutralize the
inherent buoyancy of the buoyancy compensator.

OPERATION OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 1, the water enthusiast is shown wearing a
traditionally designed vest 203 which could be used in any
recreational water sport. The vest 203 contains a multi-
function rescue product and raft 207 within its rear pocket.
If the ocean kayaker should become separated from his
kayak at sea the victim 201 could pull on lanyard 211 and
remove the rescue product and begin inflating it. A releas-
able attachment cord 212 will keep the rescue product from
blowing or washing away. Because the vest 203 includes
quick release coupler 91, the vest can also eventually be
used as a forward chamber with the appropriate dedicated
buoyancy- compensator if the user becomes certified in
diving.

FIG. 2 shows that the diver 202 wearing a current vest
style buoyancy compensator 204 can adapt the rescue prod-
uct 207 contaired in pocket 210 to be carried between the
diver and the tank by use of a strap 23 which passes through
the arm holes of the buoyancy compensator. Access and use
of the rescue product 207 is the same as described in FIG.
6 below.

FIG. 3 shows the victim 201 of a common carrier accident
wearing a traditionally designed inflatable vest 205, modi-
fied with pocket 213 which contains a single use multifunc-
tion rescue product and raft 207 constructed from a mylar
film and vacuum packed much as a single use raincoat. After
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surviving the initial entry the product is inflated and used as
a life ring, then rescue board or distress marker, and finally
inflated to a raft if necessary to remove the victim from the
hypothermic effects of the water.

FIG. 4 shows the airline or ferry safety seat cushion 206
containing the multi-function rescue product and raft 207.
The victim's arms are placed through straps 15. The cushion
206 provides minimal safety in the water. The incorporated
rescue product 207 would confer dramatic improvements in
survival at sea.

Referring to FIG. S5, as the user exhales through oral
inflator 16. the air passes into manifold 17 that connects
multiple chambers to the oral inflator 16. The air is directed
to the appropriate chamber according to the diameter of the
tubing indicated as 20, 30, 40. 50, and 60. The one way
check vaives 19. 29. 39, 49, and 59 create structural integrity
for each of the chambers down stream. If 2 puncture should
occur only that chamber will lose pressure. If the oral
inflator faiis. the manifold 17 at its barbed connectors 18 can
be disconnected from connector tubes 22 allowing separate
inflation through each check valve. The simplicity of a
single oral inflator will help the victim focus on a single task.
Obviously, separate oral inflators could be used and the
significance of which oral inflator is to be inflated first could
be printed on the raft in multiple languages.

FIG. 6 is a top view of the multi-function rescue product
and raft 207. fully inflated. The life ring 21 because of its
small diameter is inflated first and quickly because of its low
volume. This life ring could be used by the individual or
extended to a family member. The floor chamber 31 and 41
would be inflated next also because they are low volume.
Once inflated the first three chambers forms a float that gives
the victim a sense of accomplishment. Inflated chambers 21,
31, and 41 create a four foot rescue board for approaching
a flailing, distressed victim. The float can also be held aloft
as a high visibility distress marker signaling other victims or
search and rescue efforts. The inflated floor also gives a
platform for the victim 1o rest on. If necessary the victim can
rest on the first three chambers as they begin inflating the
high volume side wall tubes $1. Once inside the raft the
infrared reflective mylar would help to offset further loss of
body temperature. Finally, the canopy arch 61 is inflated and
the victim creates an enciosed space that is highly visible to
the naked eye as well as radar. The muitiplicity of chambers
confers protection from puncture.

FIG. 7 is a view of the inflated raft 207 in cross section.
The sequence of inflation. 21, 31, 41, 51, then 61 shows how
the life ring would conven to a rescue float and uitimately
to a raft.

FIG. 8 shows the scuba diver 202 holding a pressure hose
191 with its common female quick release coupler 91
disconnected from the male quick release coupler 192 of the
power inflator 87. The common female coupler 91 can be
attached to any of the other incorporated chambers such as
the horse collar vest which is deflated and stored in the
shoulder straps indicated at 80, or any of a multiplicity of
deflated chambers that can be interchangeably stored in
waist band as indicated at 99 or in the pocket. The high
pressure hose 191 is employed to effect a more rapid
inflation in an emergency. For routine operation of the
chambers stored in the waist band or shoulder straps, they
are in fluid communication with the buoyancy compensator
chamber 85 through quick release couplers 91 and check
valves 92. The crotch strap 94 is the only way the user can
be assured that he will not be separated from his inflatable
rescue product in heavy surf. With the auxiliary chambers
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deflated and stored, the diver has a sleek profile with reduced
hydrodynamic drag while swimming under water. Most
importantly with the high lift surface flotation chamber _
stored it will not contribute its buoyancy to the total lift
available to the diver under water.

FIG. 9 shows a diver 202 with a redundant separating
shoulder mounted horse collar 80 inflated. The diver also is
demonstrating the self rupturing emergency ascent chamber
180 inflated at the diver’s waist. It is to be noted that the
dedicated adjustable buoyancy compensator 85 has been
reduced by rolling up the lower portion of the chamber as
indicated at 130. If this reduced chamber was providing
insufficient lift at a depth and the diver chose to attempt an
emergency buoyant ascent the forward chamber 180 at the
waist could be released. If the diver was out of air, the air
pressure in the rear chamber would spill forward causing
chamber 180 to inflate. Alternatively, chamber 180 can be
inflated from its own compressed cylinder 215 when cham-
ber 180 is disconnected at quick release coupling 91 or if air
cylinder 102 and buoyancy compensator 85 are both empty.
If the emergency ascent was uncontrolled, and the diver
forgot to deflate chamber 180, it would self destruct at
rupture piug 182, releasing its entrapped air, that had
become pressurized because of the ascent. At that point the
ascent rate would slow atlowing the diver to regain control,
further slowing his ascent rate to within the recommended
rate of 20 to 30 feet per minute, rather than the ascent rates
of 200 to 300 feet per minute, generated during an emer-
gency buoyant ascent. If the diver should snag a fish hook
in their primary chamber 85, then the horse collar vest stored
in the shoulder straps would provide a redundant personal
safety vest. In the event that the diver needed to ditch the
dive gear, the power inflated forward horse collar safety vest
can be quickly disconnected by quick release coupling 91.
Alternatively, the horse collar can be separated and extended
to the diver’s buddy who has suffered a failure of his single
chambered buoyancy compensator. If the diver was snor-
keling the horse collar safety vest could be disconnected and
inflated via oral inflator 84 and used independendy from the
remainder of the heads up safety vest.

FIG. 10 shows a diver 202 with a flap 106 which was used
to enclose the flotation chamber 97 now shown in the open
position. In front of flap 106 is the separating horse collar
forward surface flotation chamber 97, inflated at the diver’s
waist. The forward chamber is retained by elastic webbing
104 that allows the chamber 1o expand away from the diver
rather than constrict the diver’'s abdomen and therefore
breathing. Quick release buckle 104 allows the diver to
separate the forward bladder which can then be disconnected
via quick release coupler 91. Once the flotation chamber 97
is free it can be used as a rescue float for approaching a
hypoxic diver, held aloft as a distress marker, left floating at
the surface to wamn boat traffic of diver activity, used
underwater as a bottom marker in search and rescue
activities, or used as a small salvage device. For rapid
emergency inflation the product can be stored in a pocket
and connected to the air hose. Chamber 97 as it is currently
shown is retained by strap 104 providing the central point of
buoyancy that contributes to the heads up surface position.
Though not required, the diver can be provided with quick
release shoulder trim weights 174, retained by hook and loop
fastener 173 and 175. The diver by pulling on D-ring 172
peels open the pocket and lead shot filled container 174 can
fall away from the diver. The trim weights are exactly
opposite the site of underwater buoyancy contained in the
buoyancy compensator and helps the diver achieve an ideal
balanced underwater and surface position. The diver 202 is
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also shown carrying an alternate forward or flotation cham-
ber 96 which can be substituted for chamber 97 and secured
to the diver by elastic retaining strap 104 which passes
through strap eyelets 110 mounted on the edges of bladder
96. This larger float has all the same functions of the horse
collar forward chamber 97 with the addition that it can be
usedasau'anspmmﬁforadisableddiveroractasasmf
mat at the end of the dive for swimming back to shore.

HG. 12 illustrates a composite of several of the disclosed
inventions. The multi-chambered heads up safety vest modi-
fied for use by the scuba diver by inclusion of tank bands 109
which attach the tank 102 to a fully inflated adjustable
buoyancy compensator 85. The tank bands 109 are longer

to allow the diver to thread on the tank compensating keel
weight 100. The kee] weight 100 can be located on the top,
bouom,oronbothmkbandslMasneeded.Adivcrina
bathing suit needs to locate the keel weight on the lower
band. A diver wearing a buoyant thermal protective suit
requiring a weight belt can shift the kee] weight to the top
tankbandlwtoutabﬁshthcidealsurfaoepodﬁon.&m
buckle 101 is located off the side of the tank 102 so that the
back side of the tank is available for placement of the keel
weight 100. Over pressure relief valve 111 is located oppo-
site the buoyancy compensator power inflator 87 allowing
thctwotobeimcrchanged.'rhcbeginnerisacmstomedto
the power inflator 87 coming over the shoulder but when
located in this posiﬁonpowerinﬂatormﬂoatsfreeandis
oftenhardtolocatelmderwaxcr.Whenthepowerhlﬂa:orﬂ
ismwntedontbeﬁ'omofthebuoyancycompensator
chamberSSithangssuaightdownbetweenthcdiverandthe
tankandiseasilylocaledwbenneeded.'lhemnltiﬂmaion

and the tank 102, Lanyard 211 wraps around rescue product
Maﬂowhgthcdivermmovetbemmepmductmmr
use without having to remove any other dive gear. A generic
forward chamber 105 is inflated and retained by elastic strap
104. The flap 106 includes a variabie fabric valve comprised
of hook and loop fasteners 171 that variably regulates the
use of the forward chamber 105. Reducer books strip 107
decmsudwammmofinmacﬁveﬂnfaceinthefabﬁc
valve allowing the diver 202 to vary the operation of the
fabric valve from automatic to semi-automatic, to manual.
Withthexeduoersnipinphcetbeairpmmﬁ-omthem
chamber is capable of forcing open the valve deploying the
forward chamber without the diver needing to do anything.
In the semi-automatic mode, the diver 202 partially removes
the reducer strip 107, now the fabric valve 171 will swell
because of the mwnﬁngairpr&smc,aﬁerapaiod of time
ﬂalewﬂlevenﬂmﬂyopm.Asthediverbeconxsmore
skilled and capable of operating the fabric valve 171 in flap
lemcmnualmode.hewiﬂmuynmovermdm:u
strip 107. With no reducer strip 107 in place the strength of
the fabric valve 171 exceeds the 2.5 psi over pressure relief
' valveulonlherearclmmherorthesmanbomover
pressure relief valve built into the oral inflator 193. On a

surface flotation device is safely locked away while the diver
is underwater, reducing the amount of lift attached to the
diver’s body that entraps air or could be inflated by panic or
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mechanical failure of the power inflator 87. Waist band
buckle 178 is attached to hook and loop base 179 that allows
the diver to quickly and reliably shift the position of the
waist band buckle 178 to adapt the product to different
divers or the same diver with different thermal protective
gear.

FIG. 13 illustrates one way that an adjustable buoyancy
compensator 85 can be assembled from the front. The body
of the buoyancy compensator 85 is covered with loop
fastener 131. The inside edge of the side chamber forms a
fiap 138 which has loop fastener 137 on the front side and
hook fastener 132 on the back side, As the chamber is rolled

body to the absolute minimum needed for each dive profile
and dive environment. Reducing unnecessary risk of rapid
ascent, embolism and the bends.

FIG. 14 shows an alternate way to reduce the volume of
a chamber using hook straps 151 and loops traps 150. As the
cbamberisrolleduptothcdaimdamountofliftas
indieatedonindieatorgauge 133, straps 150 and 151 are
fastened.'nwesidcchambusareanachedtotheloop body of
the buoyancy compensator by way of hook strap 152. Hook
flap 161 closes loop pouch 160 that contains lead shot to
neutralize the inherent buoyancy of the buoyancy compen-
sator 85 so that ballast is not consolidated onto the weight
belt. Keel weight 100 is shown on the top tank band 109,
'Ihacatemanywaysthatthcchamberscouldbesecm-ed
after being reduced in volume such as by buttons, snaps,
zippers, pins, constricting bands, fabric flaps and fabric
valves. The final result is that the djver can vary the volume
of their buoyancy compensation chamber as required for a
safe dive.

'IhesidechambcrsBGmberouedtoanypointas
indicated by the demands of the particular dive. Double
sided velcro loop 150 connects with double sided hook 151.
A piece of double sided velero hook 152 attaches to the loop

SUMMARY, RAMIFICATIONS, AND SCOPE

Accordingly, the correct positioning of a very small
amount of buoyancy can accomplish what five to ten times
that Same amount of buoyancy cannot, a single heads up
righting moment that will protect the airway. After surviving
the initial entry into the water, signaling search and rescue
efforts can make the difference between life and death. Dua]
tragedy is the term applied to the death of the rescuer by a
hypoxic victim, an inflatable float is one of the safest ways
to approach a floundering victim. It can take hours for
available life rafts to round up survivors, often victims who
have survived the initial insult of entry perish within thirty
minutes of hypothermia. The only solution to hypothermia is
to remove the victim from the water whether they are
waiting to be picked up by the life raft of it they are going
to be spending an extended period at sea until land based
search and rescue efforts arrive. The mmlti-function rescye
product and raft comprised of a multiplicity of chambers,
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constructed from the appropriate material, can be built into
the heads up safety vest where it is safely stored until
needed.

The principles of a heads up safety vest need to be
modified for use underwater by separating out high lift
surface flotation, incorporating a variable volume buoyancy
compensation chamber that can be reduced to the lowest
volume necessary for a particular set of dive gear and dive
environment. The current invention makes great strides in
reducing the emergency ascent rate and thus reducing the
exposure to pulmonary barotrauma, arterial gas embolism as
well as the chances of developing decompression sickness.
The buoyancy of some air cylinders when empty and the use
of a primary back mounted bucyancy compensator, require
the addition of a tank compensating keel weight 10 assure the
diver that with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber that once the diver is at the surface, that their only
inflatable product will roll them over and place their airway
out of the water if they are unable to do so themseives. A
third self rupturing emergency buoyant ascent chamber can
be an option if the diver insists on using an underwater
propulsion device. The incorporation of numerous rescue
devices as integrated chambers in fluid communication with
the power inflated dedicated buoyancy compensator, allows
the user rapid access to rescue boards, distress markers,
transport rafts, dive site markers, underwater markers, sal-
vage devices, tender crafts and surf mater. This wide range
of power inflatable products confers significant advances in
water safety, survival and enjoyment.

FIGS. 15 through 25 illustrate a first alternative embodi-
ment for a counterweight assembly 300 which generally
includes a weight member 302 and means for attaching
weight member 302 to assure reliable and consistent heads
up position of the person at surface level. A first means for
attaching weight member 302 embodiment includes a pair of
vertical slots 304 and 306 defined by weight member 302
and a tank band or strap 320 which includes a first end 322
and a second end 324. A tank band connection member can
be provided at first end 322 of tank band 320. Preferably, the
connection member is a tensioning device such as a con-
ventional cam buckle 330, however, such is not limiting and
other attachment mechanisms, such as D-rings, hook and
loop fasteners, magnets, suction cup devices, elc., are con-
sidered within the scope of the invention.

To properly attach weight member 302 to air tank 301
second end 324 is inserted through vertical siots 304 and
306, weight member 302 is properly positioned with respect
to air tank 301 and tank band 320 is tightly wrapped around
air tank 301 with weight member 302 properly positioned.
Cam buckle 330 provides for artachment of second end 324
with first end 322 to maintain weight member 302 in proper
position along tank 301. Weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

A non-skid means can be provided to prevent weight
member 302 from moving out of position with respect to
tank 301. Preferably, the non-skid means is a non-
compressible rubber or plastic member 328 sewn to the
inside surface of tank band 320, however, other conventional
non-skid means can be provided and are considered within
the scope of the invention.

As seen in FIGS. 26 and 27, one or more suction cups 380
can be mechanically fastened into weight member 302 by
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conventional means. Alternatively, a sheet of suction cups
(not shown) can be glued or molded into weight member
302. The sheet of suction cups is provided to cover a
majority of the interior surface of counterweight 300. The
sheet of suction cups is provided with apertures which are
shaped and aligned with vertical slots 304 and 306 and
horizontal slots 314 and 316, described in detail below, so
not to interfere with the insertion of tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340, also described in detail below, through
slots 304 and 306 or 314 and 316, respectively.

In either suction cup embodiment, the suction cups are
provided to provide a quick attachment of weight member
302, as well as a quick removal means for weight member
302. The suction cups are particularly useful during training
or practices where the exact amount of ballast for the diver
or person is uncertain and various weight members 302 of
differing weights are to be attached and detached from
cylinder 301 until the proper amount of ballast (weight)
required for the specific individual is determined. Without
the suction cups, the trainer or person determining the proper
amount of ballast (weight), has to repeatedly attach and
detach various weight members 302 via straps 320 or 340 as
described above, which is very time consuming. The use of
suction cups provide a quick and accurate method for readily
determining a proper weight member 302 for the individual.

Additionally, the suction cups are also useful for main-
taining weight member 302 in proper position, while weight
member 302 is properly secured by either tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340 in conjunction with strap 360 of buoy-
ancy compensator 359.

Alternatively, a hook and loop/pin/snap system along the
tank’s longitudinal axis would allow rapid determination of
size and location by a dive master/instructor. Thus, a mul-
titude of known attachment devices could be incorporated
and utilized by a second person assisting the user for
determining the proper size and location of the weight
member for the specific user.

An aliernative means for attaching weight member 302
embodiment includes a pair of horizontal slots 314 and 316
and a relatively small coupling strap 340 for joining weight
member 302 to a conventional buoyancy compensator strap
360 which is provided for conventionally attaching air
cylinder 301 to a conventional buoyancy compensator 359.

Coupling strap 340 inciudes a first end 342, a second end
344, an outer surface 346 and an inner surface 348.
Preferably, book and loop fastening means 350 and 352 are
provided on inner surface 348 at first end 342 and second
end 344, respectively. However, other conventional attach-
ment means, though not preferred, can also be utilized and
are considered within the scope of the invention. Coupling
strap 340 can also be provided with a pull strap 354 at first
end 342, "

To properiy attach weight member 302, cylinder or tank
301 is initially conventionally loosely attached to buoyancy
compensator 359 in conjunction with strap 360 which uti-
lizes a conventional cam buckle for its connection means.
Once cylinder 301 is loosely attached to buoyancy compen-
sator 359, first end 342 of coupling strap 340 is inserted
between strap 360 and cylinder 301. Second end 344 of
coupling strap 340 is inserted through horizontal slot 314 or
316 from behind weight member 302 and then back through
the other horizontal slot 316 or 314, respectively, for attach-
ment to first end 342 by mating of hook and loop fastening
means 350 and 352. Strap 360, having weight member 302
attached thereto, is tightened around cylinder 301 in con-
junction with its cam buckle as is conventionally known, to
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securely attaching cylinder 301 to buoyancy compensator
359. It is to be understood that the roles of ends 342 and 344
can be reversed with second end 344 being inserted through
and between strap 360 and cylinder 301 and first end 342
being inserted through horizontal slots 314 and 316 for
mating with second end 344.

Prior to tightening strap 360, weight member 302 is
properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301 and
preferably, the mating of first end 342 to second end 344 is
positioned between buoyancy compensator strap 360 and
cylinder 301. This attachment position prevents inadvertent
detachment of ends 342 and 344 from each other, once strap
360 is properly tightened, thus, assuring that weight member
302 will remain properly secured.

A slight recess 319 on the interior aspect of weight
member 302 is preferably provided when attaching weight
member 302 by a coupling strap 340. As the cam buckle
generates tension in the buoyancy compensator strap 360,
the tension also pulls on coupling strap 340. This pulling on
coupling strap 340, tightens the attachment of weight mem-
ber 302 10 strap 360. The secured and tightened strap 360
compresses the hook and loop attachment of ends 342 and
344, thus, preventing accidental release. The point where
ends 342 and 344 are positioned between strap 360 and
cylinder 301 protrudes outward slightly which is received
within recess 319 of weight member 302, when weight
member 302 is properly secured. Thus, recess 319 helps
couple weight member 302 specificaily to the exact shape of
each tank or cylinder 301 so that there is no opening to
ensnare objects underwater.

When removing weight member 302, strap 360 is loos-
ened by conventional means, and tab 354 is pulled to break
the attachment of ends 342 and 344 to each other, which
allows weight member 302 to be removed. However, it is
important to note, that weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

The threading of the cam buckle, in conjunction with strap
360, is a complicated process. Thus, by providing slots 314
and 316 and coupling strap 340, weight member 302 can be
removed without having to re-thread the cam buckle.

Preferably, buoyancy compensator strap 360, similar to
tank band 320, is provided with a non-skid means to prevent
tank 301 from moving out of position with respect to its
attachment by strap 360 and assuring that weight member
302 remains properly placed with respect to tank 301. Also
like tank band 320, in the preferred embodiment, the non-
skid means is a non-compressible rubber or plastic member
363 sewn to the inside surface of strap 360.

Preferably, the radius of weight member 302 is the same
as the cylinder or tank 301 to which it is attached to prevent
snagging of various underwater objects, such as fishing
lines, when a diver, having a tank 301 and counterweight
assembly 300 attached to his or her buoyancy compensator,
is moving underwater. Accordingly, weight member 302 is
. preferably configured specifically to tank 301’s circumfer-
ence and is provided with a feathered edge (rounded/tapered
leading edge) to eliminate any gaps which might snag kelp.

Though the various counterweight assembly described
above and below are discussed in conjunction with a buoy-
ancy compensator, it should be understood that the counter-
weight assemblies can also be utilized with personal flota-
don devices such as life jackets and life vests. Thus, where
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reference is made to a buoyancy compensator throughout the
application, it is also intended to include other personal
flotation devices such as the life jackets and life vests.

Weight member 302 can be provided with a soft coating
to also prevent weight member 302 from sliding when
properly attached, as well as increasing the adherence of
weight member 302 and buoyancy compensator 359 to
cylinder 301. The soft outer coating of weight member 302
also protects cylinder 301’s protective and cosmetic coating
from being scratched.

Weight member 302 is provided with a relatively thin flat
profile which increases the total surface area between weight
member 302 and cylinder 301 and increases the security of
the attachment of buoyancy compensator 359 to cylinder
301. The lower profile is designed to provide less drag and
less chance of snagging underwater objects such as kelp.
Weight member 302 can be provided with a feathered edge
to couple specifically to the exact shape of each tank or
cylinder 301 so that there is no opening to ensnare objects
underwater.

Preferably, weight member 302 can weigh approximately
six (6 lbs) pounds. However, this weight amount is not
limiting, and other weight amounts for weight member 302
can be utilized, as determined by a particular diver’s needs,
and are considered within the scope of the invention.

FIGS. 28 through 30 illustrate a second alternative
embodiment counterweight assembly generally designated
as reference numeral 400. Counterweight assembly 400 can
either be utilized with conventional buoyancy compensator
strap 360 or can be utilized in conjunction with a tank strap
or band 420, which is similar to tank band 320. Counter-
weight assembly 400 consists of a flexible pouch member
430 and one or more weight members 460. Pouch member
430 is preferably constructed from a fabric material, and can
be cither slidably and removably artached or permanently
attached to either tank band 420 or buoyancy compensator
strap 360.

When removably attaching pouch member 430 to either
tank band 420 or strap 360, a loop member 434 is preferably
attached to the back of pouch member 430, by conventional
means such as stitching, and either tank band 420 or strap
360 is inserted through loop member 434 uatil pouch
member is properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301.
Where strap 360 is utilized, pouch member 430 is preferably
properly positioned prior to final tightening of strap 360
around cylinder 301.

Alternatively, two loop portions (not shown) can be
provided each being attached at their respective first ends to
pouch member 430 by conventional means such as stitching.
The second outer ends of the loop portions can respectively
be provided with atachment means such as hook and loop
fasteners. When removably attaching pouch member 430 to
strap 360 or tank band 420, the outer ends of the loop
portions being disposed between strap 360 or tank band 420
and cylinder 301, where the loop portion outer ends mate to
define a loop member. Once the outer ends are mating and
properly positioned, strap 360 or tank band 420 is properly
tightened sandwiching the outer ends between cylinder 301
and strap 360 or tank band 420 to prevent inadvertent
releasing of the outer ends, as well as assuring proper
positioning of pouch member 430.

When permanent attachment of pouch member 430 is
desired, such attachment is preferably accomplished by
conventional means such as stitching or sewing (FIG. 29).
Preferably, the permanent attachment of pouch member 430
to tank band 420 or strap 360 is such that pouch member 430
is properly positioned when tank band 420 or strap 360 is
tightened.
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Pouch member 430 can be provided with a plurality of
individual weight receiving pockets 432. Preferably, four (4)
to eight (8) individual pockets 432 are provided. However,
this number of pockets 432 is not limiting, and other pocket
432 amounts can be provided and are considered within the
scope of the invention. Alternatively, pouch member 430 can
be provided with large weight receiving area.

Individual weights 460, which act as ballast members, can
be inserted into one or more of pockets 432 or into the large
weight receiving area, depending on the amount of weight
required. Alternatively one large hard weight (i.e. lead, steel
etc.) or soft weight (i.e. sand, loose ballast, etc.) can be
provided in the large weight receiving area. Weight members
460 are preferably constructed from lead, though other
materials can be utilized and are considered within the scope
of the invention.

The use of one or more weight members 460 allows for
fine tuning of the amount of weight necessary for reliable
heads up positioning at water surface level of an incapaci-
tated diver. taking into consideration the diver’s weight,
equipment, etc. Thus, the exact amount of weight or ballast
can be provided to assure that the user’s airway will be
protected in the event of an emergency.

A flap member 440 can be attached to pouch member 430
by conventional means such as sewing or stitching. In use,
flap member is folded over and attached to pouch member
430 preferably by conventional means such as by the mating
of hook and loop fasteners 435 and 437 disposed on at least
a portion of an inner surface of flap member 440 and on at
least a back outer surface of pouch member 430. However,
other attachment means can be provided such as snaps,
buttons, zippers, etc., and are considered within the scope of
the invention. Flap member 440 prevents weight members
460 from inadvertently being removed from their placement
within pocket member 432 or the large weight receiving
area. Thus, when counterweight assembly is properly
positioned, flap member 440 is compressed, to guarantee it
remains in its closed position, by tank strap 420 or strap 360.
Flap member 440 can be provided with a non-skid member
441, similar to the non-skid members discussed above.

Additionally. in lieu of inserting weight members 460
across in a horizontal manner, pouch member 430 can be
constructed such that the weight members are inserted
within pouch member 430 in a vertical fashion. Preferably,
each individual weight member 460 weighs approximately
two (2 1bs) pounds, though such is not limiting and other
weight amounts can be utilized and are considered within
the scope of the invention. Furthermore, weight members
460 can be symmetrical. however, such is also not limiting.

Pouch member 430 can be constructed from neoprene,
spandex. canvas. nylon, or other conventional soft and
flexible fabric materials. Furthermore, elastic or other stretch
means can be incorporated into pouch member, to assure a
tight and snug fit of one or more weight members 460 within
pouch member.

In this embodiment, pouch member 430 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member(s) 460 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated. This feature of not allowing the
diver or user from having access to the weight members
during his or her underwater travels is found in all of the tank
mounted counterweight assemblies of the present invention,
described above or below.

As seen in FIGS. 32 and 33, one or more individual
weights 500 can be anached directly to conventional buoy-
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ancy compensator strap 360 or to tank band 320. In this
counterweight assembly embodiment, weight members 500
are provided with a slot §02 for insertion therethrough of
either strap 360 or tank band 320. Similar to above, a ~
non-skid means (not shown) can also be provided on either
strap 320 or 360 or weight members 500 to prevent weight
members 500 from moving out of proper position. Also
similar to above, the number of weight members 500 pro-
vided is dependent on several factors such as diver’s weight,
equipment weight, etc. Weight members 500 are preferably
constructed from lead or steel, though other materials can be
utilized and are considered within the scope of the invention.
Weight members 500 preferably weigh between one (1 Ib)
pound to three (3 lbs) pounds each. However, this weight
amount is not limiting, and other weight amounts for weight
members 500 can be utilized and are considered within the
scope of the invention.

As seen in FIGS. 34 through 36, a weighted sleeve
member 600 can be positioned along tank or cylinder 301 to
provide ballast in order to assure heads up positioning at
water surface level of an incapacitated diver. Weighted
sleeve member 600 is tightly slid along cylinder 301 to its
proper position with respect to cylinder 301. Weighted
sleeve member may be fastened by conventional means such
as bolting.

A flexible pouch member 620, similar to the various
embodiments pouch member of described above and below,
can also be provided in addition to weighted sleeve member
600. Pouch member 620 can be provided with one or more
weight 630 receiving pockets 632. Pouch member 620 is
preferably constructed from a fabric material and can
include a flap member (not shown). Pouch member 620 is
preferably disposed around sleeve member 600 and can be
attached by conventional means such as hook and loop
fastening members 622 or by buckle means. Thus, weighted
sleeve member 600 can have a non-user releasable connec-
tion securing an additional counterweight assembly to
weighted sleeve member 600. Furthermore, weighted sleeve
member 600 can be positioned at the bottom of tank 301 for
use in warm water.

Alternatively, a pouch member 650 (FIG. 36), can be
provided which is constructed from a rigid material, such as
plastic and is preferably constructed integral with sleeve
member 600. Pouch member 650 can be provided with one
or more weight 630 receiving pockets 652. Rigid receiving
pockets 652 can be provided with holes in their bottom to
push weight members 630 out after the dive. As receiving
pockets 652 arc constructed from a rigid material,
preferably, the weight members to be inserted within, should
correspond in shape to pockets 652. Furthermore, conven-
tional cap means is preferably provided for each pocket 652
to prevent the weight members from falling out during the
dive. Pouch member 620 or 650 and sleeve member 600
function similar to the other embodiment pouch members of
the present invention. The lateral edge of weight members
630 can be modified to allow it to easily slide into tracks
(pockets 652) built into or formed integral with weighted
sleeve member 600.

FIGS. 37 through 39 illustrate another counterweight
assembly embodiment generally designated as reference
numeral 700. Counterweight assemnbly 700 includes a
pocket member 710 which can be either penmanently or
removably fixed to buoyancy compensator strap 360 or tank
band 320, in any of the methods previously described above,
and a hard weight member 780 or soft weight member 790
disposed within a pouch member 740 with pouch member
740 being at least partiaily disposed within pocket member
710.
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Pouch member 740 is provided with a quick release
handle 754 which is attached to pouch member 740 by a
strap member 770 and allows a person, other than the user,
to remove pouch member 740 and weight member 780 or
790 from pocket member 710 when a diver or other swim-
mer is finished with his or her underwater travels. Normally
a person standing on a boat, dock or other type of surface,
pulls off the diver's equipment (including his or her buoy-
ancy compensator 359 and attached air tank 301) while the
diver remains in the water.

This removal of equipment makes it easier for the diver to
climb onto the boat or dock. Buoyancy compensator 359 and
air tank 301 typically weigh together approximately fifty (50
1bs) pounds. With the use of certain buoyancy compensators
currently available, an attached weight member 780 or 790
may add up to approximately eighteen (18) to twenty (20)
additional pounds to the amount of weight the person in the
boat has to remove. The person in the boat normally bends
over towards the water in order to reach the diver who is in
the water. This position, seriously exposes the person’s back
to strains and pulls, as well as potential hernias. Individuals
who work on dive boats are constantly lifting the equipment
onto the boat, in such awkward position, throughout the day.
Accordingly, any reduction in the amount of weight to be
lifted each time, becomes significant when such tasks are
performed on numerous occasions during one outing or
continuously throughout the day.

Thus, by providing a quick release means for weight
members 780 or 790, the person in the boat can initially
remove weight members 780 or 790, thus, reducing the
weight of the buoyancy and air tank to be lifted
by approximately up to eighteen (18) to twenty (20) pounds.
This reduction in weight could help to prevent many back
problems commonly experienced by persons removing the
diver’s equipment onto the boat or dock.

FIG. 39 illustrates the various sieps of removing quick
release weight member 780 or 790 from pocket member 710
by the person on the boat or dock. As previously mentioned,
it is to be understood that weight members 780 or 790, as
well as all of the counterweight assembly embodiments of
the present invention, are positioned such that the weight
members cannot be removed or released by the diver in
order to assure that the diver is consistently maintained in a
heads up position in the event he or she becomes incapaci-
tated.

Pocket member 710 is shown having an outer surface 712
A hook and loop fastening means 714 is provided on outer
surface 712 adjacent an open end of pocket member 710. A
pocket flap member 716 is provided having an outer surface
718 and an inner surface 720. A first flap hook and loop
fastening means 722 is provided on outer surface 718 and a
second hook and loop fastening means 724 is provided on
inner surface 720. Pocket member 710 can be provided with
a perforated portion.

Pouch member 740 houses removable weight member
" 780 or 790. The weight member can be a sandbag (soft
weight 790), lead weight (hard weight 780), or other appro-
priate ballast member which can be disposed within pouch
member 740. A hook and loop fastening means 772 is
- provided on a first surface of strap member 770 and hook
and loop fastening means 776 and 778 are provided on a
second surface of strap member 770. A first end of strap
member 770 is attached to pouch member 740 and a second
end of strap member 770 is attached to handle means 754
both by conventional means. Handle means 754 includes a
triangularly shaped gripping member 756 having a gripping
surface 758.
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Weight members 780 or 790 act as ballast means to assure
heads up positioning of an incapacitated diver at water
surface level and in use are disposed within pouch member
740 which in tumn is disposed within pocket member 710
with strap member 770 and handle means 454 protruding out
of pocket member 710. A portion of hook and loop fastening
means 724 mates with hook and loop fastening means 778,
hook and loop fastening means 772 mates with a portion of
hook and loop fastening means 714, and a remaining portion
of hook and loop fastening means 724 mates with a remain-
ing portion of hook and loop fastening means 714, by
folding flap 716 inward along a fold line 717. At this point,
strap 770 is folded inward over flap 716 to allow hook and
loop fastening means 776 to mate with hook and loop
fastening means 722 to securely retain weight member 780
or 790 within pocket member 710, 1o assure consistent heads
up positioning of an incapacitated diver, while allowing a
person standing on a boat or dock to remove weight member
780 or 790 when the diver is ready to climb onto the boat or
dock.

To remove weight member 780 or 790, the person on the
boat or dock grabs handle means 754 at gripping surface 758
and pulls handle means 754 with a pormal, but strong,
tugging motion force, which nearly simuitaneously breaks
the attachment of fastening means 776 to fastening means
722, fastening means 714 to fastening means 724, fastening
means 772 to fastening means 714, and fastening means 778
to fastening means 724, to allow weight member 780 or 790
to be quickly removed from pocket member 710. Once
removed, the person on the boat or dock, merely drops
weight member 780 or 790 and pouch member 740, on the
boat or dock, respectively, where it can be properly redis-
posed within pocket member 710, when the diver or another
prepares to enter the water again.

As seen in FIGS. 40 and 41, a combination of the
previously described weight members can also be provided.
As shown, counterweight assembly 300 is provided with a
counterweight assembly 700 attached thereto. Weight mem-
ber 302 provides a centain amount of ballast (weight), while
the amount of ballast (weight member 780 or 790) provided
within pocket member 710 varies depending on the weight
of the diver and his or her equipment. Though, pocket
member 710 is shown removably attached to weight mem-
ber 302, it is to be understood, that the other pouch members
described above, as well as one or more individual weights
500, can also be utilized in combination with weight mem-
ber 302, and such other combinations are also within the
scope of the invention. Furthermore, other combinations of
counterweight assembly 700, counterweight assembly 300,
individual weights 500 and the other pouch members
described above can be provided and are all considered
within the scope of the present invention.

To attach pocket member 710, or the other pouch
members, tank band 320 is inserted through one of the
vertical sldts 304 or 306 of weight member 302, through a
loop member attached to the back of pocket member (the
loop portions described above could also be utilized),
through the other vertical slot 306 or 304, respectively, and
then tightened by conventional means, such as D-rings
members, buckle means, etc, as described above.

Where weight member 302 is attached with buoyancy
compensator strap 360, if loop portions are provided, the
loop portions can be inserted through horizontal slots 314
and 316 and attached to each other, in lieu of providing
coupling strap 340. Thus, in this embodiment, the loop
portions. provide the mechanism for attaching both weight
member 302 to cylinder 301 and pocket member 710 to
weight member 302.
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It should also be understood in some applications, more
than one of the same type of weight member, described
above, may be utilized. For example, a first weight member
302 could be attached relatively high with respect to cylin-
der 301 and a second weight member 302 could be attached
relatively low with respect to cylinder 301.

Furthermore, the verticai positioning of any of the weight
members described above can be easily adjusted between
dives or possibly by a person, other than the diver, during the
dive. The weight member and tank band 320 are infinitely
adjustable along the length of the horizontal axis. The ability
lo move tank band 320 and the attached weight member up
and down the tank allows for optimal position of the weight
member. This in turn allows the angle of the hyperextension
of the “distressed” diver’s neck at the surface to be accu-
rately adjusted for optimal airway comfort. Thus, tank band
320 can be quickly and securely adjusted to attach the
appropriate weight member in the appropriate position in
response to any specific set of dive gear or dive environ-
ment.

A warm water diver may be diving with a minimal weight
belt (i.e. four (4) to ten (10) pounds). Some divers may feel
that attaching six (6) pounds of non-releasable bailast to
their air cylinder 301 would result in a significant reduction
in the amount of releasable ballast at depth. In order to
incorporate the critical ballast counterweight (weight
member) while preserving the diver’'s current releasable
weight, the diver can use an offsetting buoyant means, fixed
or releasable. The diver that requires a four (4) pound
counterweight (weight member) to provide reliable airway

of the back and their tank or use the buoyant material 1o pad
the thorax or their head. The foam can be alternatively
attached to the front of the buoyancy compensator where it
can be released in the event of an uncontrolled emergency
(i.e. ascent due to accidental loss of weight at depth as might

moment at the surface as
diver.

It is notable that if the counterweight is large enough it
will overcome all other righting moments. The larger the
ballast the stronger the righting effect. The balance is that
cylinder 301 is already heavy, at the point of barely man-
ageable. The combination of the forward buoyant means and
four (4) tw eight (8) pounds of ballast in the counterweight
keeps the total system light enough that it can be comfort-
ably maneuvered. If the forward chamber is lefi at the

to retrofit existing buoyancy
compensators, as long as they have an adherent element to
assure that the counterweight will not slide from position.

provides a single stabilized
distressed divers airway .

The counterweight embodiments described above (FIGS.
15 through 41) can be relatively easily incorporated into
other products, such as any and all other life vests, life
jackets, etc. Thus, the life Jacket or other personal flotation
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device (collectively referred to as “life jacket™) can be
provided with a ballast/weight member attached to the back
of the jacket, which as a counterweight member to provide
angular momentum in rolling the diver or other wearer over
in the water, such that the diver floats face up in the water,
Preferably, the counterweight is attached posterior central.

A conventional life vest/life jacket can be comprised of _
inherently buoyant material, such as (1) kapok, closed foam;
(2) mixed inherently buoyant material and inflatable
(“hybrid” personal flotation device™); and (3) purely inflat-
able design. All of these design of a lifesaving buoyant
means are improved by the addition of the ballast/
counterweight. the counterweight is abie to be
varied in size and position depending on the other equipment
womn by the user and the user’s anatomy. Typically the
counterweight is between three (3) and six (6) pounds and is
securely attachable to the life jacket adjacent and between
theneckandlowerbackamaoftheusen

Furthermore, a conventional air tank or cylinder can have
aweightmemberoonsmmedimcgmlwnhthetankifthe

whaesteeltanksorcylindasareuﬁlized,a
weightmemberhavingmagnummsassocialedtherewith
can be provided for directly attaching the weight member to

Additionally,

The instant invention achieves many critical features
including providing that the weight be permanently
aux:hed.sothminanemcrgmcyitmnotbedmpped.smcc
the weight member (counterweight) must be small enough to
not i smfacesafety,itnnmbelowedonme
backofthelifejacketoronthebackofthecylinderemﬂy
oppositetbediverwbereitgene:mthemaximalmtaﬁonal

attached gear. In particular,

where the waves can flip a
vicﬁmoverontotheirfnce.asumgheadsupxighﬁng
moment is essential. It should be understood that references
toa“vicﬁm”incluch,bmarenotlinﬁledto.wateraccidem
victims and/or diving accident victims.

The counterweight assembly utilized is responsible for
initiating the righti g moment, and supplies the rotational
ena'gyneededtomntbevicﬁmoveromotheirbackthereby
assm'ingthaxthevicﬁm'sfacewmbeoutofthewater
regardiess of the angle of entry. Once the diver has reached
the surface, the counterweight, ‘in conjunction with the
dynamics of a limp unconscious body, will oppose any
tendency for the waves 1o roll the victim over into a face
down position that would compromise the airway. In
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summary, the counterweight assembly provides lateral sta-
bilization of the water accxggcnt victim of diver (victim), and
opposes rotational motion of the waves from over turning
the victim into a face down position, but in the event that
occurs, the counterweight assembly will automatically flip
the victim back over onto their back, reestablishing the
heads up orientation.

When an air cylinder is attached to the life vest or
buoyancy compensator, the tank compensating counter-
weight becomes critical. If the victim is lying face down at
the surface and goes limp, the counterweight will roll the
diver over onto their back, stabilizing the diver’s airway out
of the water. The size of the weight member selected is in
proportion to the type and size of life vest or size of
buoyancy compensator and cylinder and whether the water
is fresh or salt The cylinder when empty is neutral to
slightly negative, but lacks sufficient rotational energy to roll
the victim over onto their back. The counterweight assembly
in other words compensates for imbalances in the life vest,
buoyancy compensator or the buoyancy shifts of the life vest
or buoyancy compensator or the diver’s air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty then the weight
member can be smaller but stll must generate sufficient
angular momentum to offset the secondary righting
moments generated by an imbalanced weight belt and
attached gear or bladders. If the counterweight assembly is
used as an adaption to existing vest style buoyancy
compensator, then it has to be strong enough to overcome
i i generated by the common
practice of using buoyancy under the arms,

Central 10 the weight member’s design is that it be made
of a very dense material such as Jead, andbeloca:edexacdy
oppositcthcdiverondlebacksideofthelifevmortbetank.
Traditionally the buckle that generates pressure on the belt
thatanadnesr.hebuoyancycompensatortometankis
locntedinmeccmerauhebackofr.hetank.l!ecausethe
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the counterweight assembly, the buckie has to be moved off
center. This shift in the cam buckles location results in a
slight inconvenience in terms of reduced access but is
necessary to preserve the critical location and therefore the
righting moment of the compensating counterweight assemn-
bly.

Drowned divers are often found with their weight belts
still on. Usually the weights are located along the waist and
the amount runs from a couple of pounds to more than forty

offset the placement of the weight beit. A dual tank band
(providing two weight members) allows for a wide variation
of weight placement.

The weight member can also be incorporated into the
metal of the cylinder, adhered to the cylinder, enclosed in a
covering of any sort, or even attached with magnetism. A
pouch or cylinder can be used to contain lead shot or beach
sand as long as it is non-releasable and ideally located along
the longitudinal axis of the cylinder and thereby serves 1o
generate the heads up righting moment, with the least
amount of weight. The various weight member
- embodiments, described above, guarantee a single surface
position every time. That surface position being heads up.

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the tank band of the buoyancy compensator will allow
the diver to overcome numerous minor righting moments
that can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed diver
leading to drowning, the major canse of
death in the sport of diving.
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The various counterweight embodiments provide for bal-
last mediated airway protection, namely, the protection of
the diver’s airway at water surface level, particularly in an
emugencywhenthediverislmabletopmwcthisorber
airway. The various present invention counterweight assem-
blies reduce the current problem of airway submersion
which normally leads to shallow water drowning, the num-
ber one cause of recreational diver fatalities.

The attachment of the buoyancy compensator to the tank
has always created problems. A cam buckle is provided at
theendofthesuaptogemzetensioninthesn'ap.'mestmp
whichanachesthetanktothebuoyancycompensawr.

i ballast compensating counter-
weight (weight member), in addition to rolling the distressed
diver over to protect his or her airway, through increasing
the surface area for attachment, serves to markedly improve
the attachment of the buoyancy compensator to the tank.
Thus, the present invention illustrates the use or attach-
ment of a relatively small, Don-releasable weight, which is
appl 'edtoavatietyofpositionsalongtbebackofanairtank.
'Ihelocationatthebackofthetankaﬂowsthesizetobe
reducedtoitsminimumandsﬁllbeabletopmvidereﬁable
airway protection. In warm i i
relaﬁvelylowcrwithmpecttotbeairlank. In cold water
where the diver has significant ballast already attached, the
weight member is moved relatively higher with respect to
theaircylindertowardsthehadlomaimainopﬁmalairway

warm water diver, who is by definition already using mini-
mum weight.

With the use of a weight member as described above,

M any position a distressed diver can be rolled over onto
their back, repeatedly if necessary, with their neck hyper-
enendedandtheirairwaypodﬁonedfreeandclmne
distressed diver is provided with ballast mediated airway
protection which allows only a single, stable, surface posi-
tion. Thus, when the diver cannot protect their airway, they
mcomtonthdromnnuweightassemblytoactasaself

vulnerable to submersion solely because they have become
a couple of pounds out of balance in the last minutes of the
dive or underwater travel due to the loss of air.

The above described counterweight assemblies rol] the
diver over, out of his or her side high airway submerging
position and onto his or her back when the diver is uncon-
scious. Accordingly, from any position the diver is rolled
over onto their back, neck hyper-extended as it drops back,
opening the airway. A diver in balance has a single stable
airway protective righting moment, while a diver out of
balance is susceptible to airway submersion and shallow
water drowning.

By it’s variable position, high or low, the above-described
counterweight assemblies also assists in balancing all of the
buoyancy and ballast attached to the diver, Creating
improved airway support for the distressed diver, from the
beginningthmughdxendoftheirdiveorundcrwaxer

. Diver ai protection is provided regardless of
Wwhether the diver’s gear is attached or dropped in part or in
whole, as may occur in an emergency. The counterweight
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assemblies are designed to compensate for loss ballast or
shift in balance to extend airway protection throughout the
dive or underwater travels. Even if the diver is originally
face down and unconscious at the surface, the counterweight
assembly, when properly positioned tends to almost imme-
diately right the diver face up, thus, protecting the diver’s
airway should such diver lose consciousness on the surface.

Additionally, a variable displacement device can be pro-
vided for providing additional buoyancy 1o the diver and his
or her gear to offset any excess ballast that must be attached
to acquire airway protection through ballast mediated airway
management as described above.

Some divers, in particular warm water tropical divers,
may dive with very little ballast. On occasion, the diver
requires a tank mounted ballast that exceeds the amount of
ballast needed to submerge. Some reasons why this is
required includes (1) diver anatomy (i.e. large “Barrel
Chest™); (2) composition of the diver’s cylinder (i.e.
aluminum); (3) large displacement buoyancy compensator
may require up to eighteen (18) to twenty (20) pounds of
tank mounted counterweight to provided airway protection
yet only require approximately seven (7) pounds to sub-
merge while diving in a bathing suit in warm water; (4) diver
wishes to retain the entire amount of releasable ballast so he
or she can quickly acquire a net positive surface flotation by
dropping his or her weight belt. In soch situations the
addition of buoyancy will allow the diver to retain his or her
releasable weight belt while acquiring the ability to self
rescue, as described above, i.e. protect his or her airway
from submersion if the diver becomes unconscious.
Preferably, the buoyancy added is non-compressible which
can occur through the use of a rigid container built into the
diver's buoyancy compensator back pack.

Thus, the buoyancy means is attached to the diver/gear to
offset the required airway protective tank mounted ballast
(weight member). Preferably, the buoyant means is a rigid,
non-compressible means for the provision of a specific
amount of buoyancy, such as a non-compressible foam with
permanent flotation qualities or fixed buoyancy bladder with
adjustment inner valve for custom sizing to diver’s buoy-
ancy needs. Other alternative embodiment include a closed
cell foam. However, with the use of a closed cell foam, as
the diver submerges the bubbles in the foam compress, thus,
reducing the buoyancy and requiring air to be added to the
diver’s buoyancy compensator jacket The added air needs
to be vented on ascent.

The buoyancy means preferably has a variable volume to
allow for volume adjustments specific to the diver/dive
environment. Additionally a single or muitiple buoyant
means can be provided and arranged to enhance surface
flotation attitude.

As seen in FIG. 44, a training device for a tank mounted
counter weight member is shown and generally references as
device 800. A dive instructor during training, such as pool
training, needs to individualize the size and location of the
tank mounted counter weight member for each student
(diver). To facilitate this time consuming process a longitu-
dinal attachment means 800 is affixed to tank 301 with a
quick release coupling means, such as quick side release
buckies 802. thus, allowing for rapid attachment and adjust-
ment of size and position of weight member(s) 820 which
are housed in sleeve members. Hook and loop fastening
means is disposed on at least a portion of the outer surface
of the sleeve members for mating with hook and loop
fastening strips 804 and 806 associated with training device
800.
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The very security that is demanded of the tank mounted
counter weight member when used as a life saving means
complicates its rapid change and adjustment. As a pool .
training aid, speed of adjustments is more important than
security. As such, training device 800 can be preferably
clearly marked with a waming label stating that the device
in not to be used for diving.

The vertical tank mounted attachment means can be
secured by a wide variety of mechanical means, including,
magnetic, zippers, snaps, spring loaded pins, hook and loop
fasteners, etc. For example, a fabric jacket having a strip of
hook and loop fastening means attached along its length can
be provided. Weights in specific sizes can be quickly affixed
in combination to establish the correct size, then adjusted
vertically to optimize the exact surface flotation position for
hyperextension of the diver’s neck. The weights are not
limited to any specific, but preferably approximately one (1)
or two (2) pounds each.

Training device 800 can be preferably provided with a
vertical index 810 which identifies location, such as a
measurement means from the bottom of tank 301. Thus, the
instructor can inform the student of the exact location where
the weight member should be attached to tank 301, as well
as the exact amount of weight required at such location.

The fabric jacket can also be secured by a wide variety of
means. Preferably, hook and loop fastening means is pro-
vided to allow the jacket to be easily attached to a wide
variety of cylinder diameters. One or more adjustable lock-
ing belts can be provided for use with large tank mounted
counter weights, which may be required with certain tech-
nical buoyancy compensators. The jacket may also be
secured by a variety of other means such as belts, buckles,
zippers, snaps, etc. Furthermore, the inside coating of the
fabric is preferably of a high coefficient of friction to reduce
any tendency of the jacket to slip or slide from proper
position during adjustment and testing of various tank
mounted counter weight member.

FIGS. 45 and 46 illustrate a quick disconnect connector
embodiment generally designated as connector 900. Con-
nector 900 generally includes a male member 910 associated
with a lifting device 902 and a female member 930 com-
monly associated with an inflating hose member of a con-
ventional buoyancy compensator (not shown). Typically,
lifting device 902 is deployed at depth. Lifting device 902
can be any type of device which contains a flotation
chamber, including, raft 96 shown in FIG. 10. When raft 96
is the intended lifting device, male member 910 replaces a
conventional male member 192 (FIG. 10) and which is
shown in greater detail as conventional male member 980
(FIG. 47).

With the use of a conventional connector (FIG. 47), male
member 980 is provided with a groove member 982 for a
locking attachment with female member 930, when the
intended lifting device is to be inflated (i.c. emergency
situation). Once male member 980 is properly connected to
female member 930, an activating member 984 presses a
Schrader valve 932 disposed within an internal passageway
934 which extends through female member 930 from its first
end 936 to its second end 938. The activation of Schrader
valve 932 allows air to flow into the flotation chamber of the
lifting device for inflation purposes.

However, with the connection of male member 980 to
female member 930, the user (diver) is also attached to the
lifting device. Under pressure it is often difficult to release
male member 980 from its locking attachment to female
member 930. Thus, as the lifting device begins to ascent, the
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diver (user) is placed in a Position of uncontrolled ascent,
possibly, leading the diver to one or more of the dangerous
conditions described above.

As seen in FIGS. 45 and 46, male member 980 is replaced
with a male member 910. Male member 910 includes a first
end 912, a second end 914 and an internal passageway 916
extending through said male member 910 from first end 912
W second end 914. Male member is not provided with a
groove member to avoid the locking problems described in
the previous paragraph. Male member 910 can also be
pmvidedwithanoutercimﬂarﬂange member 918 and a
Schrader vaive activating bridge member 920,

In use, male member 910 is received within intemnal
passageway 934 of female member 930 until flange member
918 abuts an outer first end 936 of female member, Thus,
flange member 918 acts as a Stop means to properly position
the first end of male member 910 within internal passageway
934 of female member 930, This positioning of male mem-
ber 910 with respect to female member 930 allows bridge
member 920 to activate Schrader valve 932 10 allow air 1o
flow within a flotation chamber of lifting device 940.

quickly and easily
releasable. Lastly, outer flange member 918 also serves as a
gripping means to quickly remove male member 910 from
within internal passageway 934 of female member 930 once
the flotation chamber of lifting device 902 is properly
inﬂazedorinzheevemofanemrgmcy.

1. A counterweight assembly for providing enhanced
heads up surface positioning of a person, said counterweight
assembly comprising:

a weight member; and

means for attaching said weight member to a cylinder, the

cylinder adapted to be attached to the person, said
means for attaching and said weight member attached
ataposiﬁononsaidcylinderwhatthepexsoncannot
remove said weight member while the cylinder is
attached to the person:

wherein the attachment position of said weight member

on the cylinder allows the weight member to rotate the
person to ensure heads up surface Ppositioning if the
person becomes incapacitated.
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2. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
means for attaching is a flexible pocket member attached to
atankband,saidtankbandmappedandattachedtighﬂy
around the cylinder, wherein said weight member is dis-
posed within said pocket member.

3. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
flexible pocket member is permanently attached to said tank
band.

4. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
flexible pocket member js removably attached to said tank
band.

5. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
flexible pocket member is divided into a plurality of weight
receiving sections.

6. The counterweight assembly of claim 2 wherein said
flexible pocket member has a flap member.

7. The counterweight assembly of claim 6 further inchud-

to the person;
wherein the attachment position of said weight member
oa the cylinder allows said weight member to rotate the
persontoensn'ehudsupsmfaccposiﬁoning if the
person becomes incapacitated.

9. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
means for attaching is a flexibje pocket member attached to
a tank band, said tank band i
around the cylinder, wherein
posed within said pocket me; .

10. The counterweight assembly of claim 9 wherein said
flexible pocket member is divided into a Plurality of weight
receiving sections.

11. The counterweight assembly of claim 9 wherein said
flexible pocket member has a flap member.

12. The counterweight assembly of claim 11 further

within said pouch member, wherein said handle member js
disposed out of said pocket member when properly
assembled.
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57 ABSTRACT

A counterweight assembly is provided to enhance heads up
surface positioning of a person. The assembly includes a
weight/ballast member strategically disposed on a cylinder/
tank worn by a diver during a dive. The weight member can
be attached by several different embodiments. Preferably,
the weight member is attached such that the diver cannot
release or adjust the weight member while he or she is
diving. The weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning in the event the person
becomes incapacitated. Also provided are several other
water safety and survival devices. Also disclosed is a com-
bined ballast and signaling device preferably neutralized by
attachment to an eccentrically buoyant personal flotation
device.

16 Claims, 34 Drawing Sheets
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COMBINED BALLAST AND SIGNALLING
DEVICE FOR A PERSONAL FLOTATION
DEVICE

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Ser. No. §
09/618,333, filed Jul. 18, 2000, which is a continuation-in-
part of U.S. Application Ser. No. 09/255,892, filed Jan. 4,
1999, which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 08/645,206 filed May 13, 1996, now U.S. Pat. No.
5,855,454,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The invention relates generally to personal flotation
devices and particularly to a personal flotation device incor-
porating a ballast member.

2. Description of the Prior Arnt

Heretofore. accidental immersion often resulted in death
by two causes, aspiration leading to asphyxiation or hypo-
thermia. A life saving system, to be viable for more than a
few minutes, must successfully address both of these issues.
Current life vests supply the requisite amount of buoyancy
to return the victim to the surface, but often require a
conscious victim’s involvement to keep the airway clear.
While it is common practice, as well as legally mandated,
that all civilian. commercial, and non-civilian vessels carry
Coast Guard approved life vests, many current water safety
products provide only a limited portion of the safety they are
capable of providing. They do provide for positive buoyancy
during the shock of the initial entry into the water, but by
incorporation of the concepts disclosed herein are capable of
providing significantly improved airway protection after the
initial insult with significantly increased reliability of airway
protection and less bulk, cost and, consequently, more
compliance.

By force of habit, life vests are currently designed after
clothing and as such they open in the middle of the chest,
producing a point of reduced buoyancy where it is least
acceptable. The division of the forward chamber into two
halves produces two side chambers which are each capable
of generating righting moments in the water. When a right-
ing moment is created on the body of an exhausted or
unconscious individual, they can be stabilized in a face
down or side down position. If the left or right side is out of
the water, concurrent loss of muscle tone in the neck allows
the face, nose, and mouth to be positioned underwater. Thus,
current constructions of many life vest are really only
adequate for conscious, alert, and active victims because
they require participation, constant monitoring and adjust-
ment by the user to keep the face and airway out of the water.

On sudden entry into the water, water on face actuates the
Dive Reflex, which is a rapid uncontrollable inhalation. This
reflex often results in aspirating water with its consequent
choking and coughing. This distress further complicates the
victim’s ability to right themselves and assist in their own
rescue. It is often the case that the sailor who is knocked
overboard by the boom of the sail or is swept overboard by
a wave, can suffer a temporary loss of consciousness. During
this initia] interval it is important that their life vest not only
buoy them to the surface, but that it also obtain and maintain
the victim’s face and airway out of the water until con-
sciousness is regained.

‘The only life vest that is of any value is the life vest that
is wom. Compliance can not be ignored as an important
criteria in the design and manufacture of any safety product.
The actual use of safety vests has begun to move forward by
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the hybrid personal flotation devices. The HPFD is a com-
bination of a certain amount of inherently buoyant material
along with an additional amount of inflatable buoyancy.
Because of the reduced amount of bulk and therefore
increased convenience associated with the hpfd, their accep-
tance is growing. U.S. Pat. No. 4,681,552 issued Jul. 21,
1987 to William Courtney, addresses the value of hybrid
personal flotation devices. Like many vest style safety
products and in particular all buoyancy compensators, the
BC vest described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,681,552, when both
chambers are inflated in the configuration disclosed in FIG.
1, would stabilize the user on their side, placing their airway
underwater if the user was unable to hold their head up.

The vest that is constructed entirely from inflatable cham-
bers is much more comfortable, convenient and therefore is
frequently worn by itself and is now approved by the United
States Coast Guard. The purely infiatable product such as the
inflatable sailing harness, wind breaker, safety device,
because of its compactness, is often the actual product worn
by the victim. Many purely inflatable safety products
attempt to compensate for the lack of inherent buoyancy by
generating large amounts of lift. The use of excessive lift
often results in the use of air under the arms where it creates
the side up righting moment that can jeopardize the airway,
a design defect addressed by the instant invention.

The airlines, because of their insoluble stowage problems
are allowed the use of a purely inflatable device that has
redundant chambers to guard against the failure problems
inherent in single chamber safety devices. The scuba diver
also wears a purely inflatable device known as a buoyancy
compensator or “BC,” which looks like a traditional life vest
but because it lacks at least reliability is not called such. The
sailor is known to use inflatable wind breakers. All these
devices, as well as many not described here, that are meant
to provide surface flotation to individuals in the water, would
be markedly improved by incorporation of the concepts
described herein. Whether constructed solely from inher-
ently buoyant means as are traditional life vests, or con-
structed from a hybrid composition of inherently buoyant
and partially inflatable, or constructed from purely inflatable
components, the specific location of a minimal amount of
ballast in accordance with the construction herein disclosed
would confer dramatic improvements in bulk, cost and
compliance and consequently, in safety and survival statis-
tics at sea.

The prior art on the use of dual chambered safety vests
includes Swedish patent #203592 issued to Lindgvist on
April 1966. This patent discloses a dual chambered product
with a large forward chamber which would allow the victim
to be stabilized in either a heads up position or if uncon-
scious the victim could be stabilized lying over the forward
float with their nose and mouth underwater. The device also
relies on the victim'’s legs to apply tension to a draw string
to pull the rear chamber up behind the victim’s neck. For the
active participant the product may have some utility but
would be unsuccessful if not closely regulated. In addition
the product is needlessly large and thus unnecessarily bulky
when deflated, a feature that often resuits in the product
being stored in a locker rather than being worn.

The buoyancy compensator is a convenience product that
has unfortunately replaced the diver’s safety vest. The
buoyancy compensator is a specific adaptation of a purely
inflatable safety product that is worn by the diver for use
both at the surface and underwater. The product evolved
from the orally inflated safety vest that had the
of and was often called a horse collar vest. After decades of
diving it was decided that the diver would benefit from the

.-
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inclusion of a chamber to hold air while under water to offset
the loss of buoyancy that occurs as the diver’s thermal
protective gear is compressed at depth. The initial compen-
sators for this shift in buoyancy were containers that could
be filled with air to displace water and therefore generate
increased buoyancy as the diver’s wet suit was compressed
by the water. In an emergency this device could be easily
disconnected from the diver.

The next step in the evolution of the buoyancy compen-
sator was to use the air cylinder to inflate the safety vest, a
product designed to protect the airway at the surface. Its
proximity to the face and neck, its obstruction of the chest
and therefore the site of controls for the dry suit diver, its
general bulk and appearance left room for the advent of the
life vest style buoyancy compensator. The initial detached,
canister buoyancy compensators were of low volume and
easy to ditch. The horse collar and then the life vest style
buoyancy compensator became voluminous. The larger lift
capacity became equivalent to the better the product. Buoy-
ancy compensators are available with 80 1b. lift capacities.
At the surface the high lift product conferred a sense of
security because it would buoy the diver far above the water
as long as diver remained in firm control of the product. As
the diving population became more diverse in health and
age, the false sense of security led to marked competitive-
ness over the amount of lift that could be attached to the
diver. The product is so confused with security that a diver
can not get onto a dive boat without wearing a high lift
buoyancy compensator for “safety” reasons.

The inflatable products worn by scuba divers as disclosed
in Greenwood’s U.S. Pat. No. 3,436,777; Robert’s U.S. Pat.
No. 3,747,140; Walters’ U.S. Pat. No. 4,016,616; Wright
II's U.S. Pat. No. 4,137,585; Scott’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,176,
418; Maness’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,324,234; or Courtney’s U.S.
Pat. No. 4,645,465 and 4,681,552, and all buoyancy com-
pensators in the prior art are complicated by the attachment
of an air cylinder that undergoes shifts in buoyancy through-
out each dive as the cylinder empties and becomes more
buoyant. The size of the shift in buoyancy is directly
proportional to the size of the cylinder used. The nature of
the shift in buoyancy, whether the cylinder ends up posi-
tively buoyant or only less negative, is a combination of
cylinder composition, most commonly aluminum or steel
and the water density, fresh, brackish or salt. Some air
cylinders become six pounds positively buoyant when
empty in sea water. This cylinder will float on its longitu-
dinal axis as will the diver who is attached to that cylinder.
Consequently, if for any reason the diver is unconscious,
such as from a minor embolism from rapid ascent, blackout,
trauma, medical problem or just over exhausted after being
stranded at sea, they will eventually lie along side the air
cylinder with their airway under the water and statistically
the deaths are recorded as drowning. The current manage-
ment of the life threatening side righting moments of every
vest style buoyancy compensator is to disclaim liability for
" keeping the airway out of the water.

The instant invention discloses the integration of a very
small amount of non-releasable weight exactly opposite the
diver that converts the only inflatable wom by divers into a

- product that will protect the airway if the diver is unable to.
The attachment of weight to the air cylinder in the prior art
has been a way for carrying the ballast necessary for the
diver to be able to submerge, and thus were designed to carry
significant amounts of weight. Patents issued have turned on
the design of the release system. The dive community
demands that the attachment of sigmificant amounts of
weight must be able to be quickly released by one hand, by
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either hand. The release mechanism must be sure in that it
must not accidentally release, but once the diver chooses to
release the ballast the mechanism must be simple enough
that it will not fail. All of the prior art by way of its
incorporation of reliable release mechanism assures the
diver that as an emergency is evolving and their weights are
dropped to gain a better surface attitude, the air cylinder that
was critical for use under water and is now empty will be
attempting to float the diver on their side. If the diver is
unable to oppose this action, their nose and mouth will be
forcefully submerged.

It is to be noted that in U.S. Pat. No. 4,455,718, the quick
release means is positioned centrally to allow access by
either hand in the event of an emergency release. Prior to the
release, the central positioning of the quick release mecha-
nism necessitates that the weights as demonstrated in FIGS.
1 and 2 and be placed off center, potentially reenforcing the
side righting moments of the life vest style buoyancy
compensator. The keel retaining system disclosed is built
into the buoyancy compensator so it will not be lost or left
at home, the buoyancy compensator cannot be safely used
without this critical component. In patent U.S. Pat. No.
3,670,509 it is noted that the ballast is Jocated in front of the
tank, close 1o the back of the diver and consequently closer
to the axis of rotation which parallels the spine of the diver,
thereby drastically reducing the rotational energy generated
per unit of keel weight. This greatly reduces the effective
strength of the angular rotation generated by a particular
amount of ballast. Since some divers in the tropics may dive
with only a few pounds of weight, it is important that the
keel weight be kept as far away from the axis of rotation as
is possible to maximize the strength of the righting moment.
The critical location is on the exact opposite side of the tank
from the diver. U.S. Pat. No. 3,670,509 refers to “substantial
reducing” the tendency to force the diver face into the water.
Use of the disclosed improvements will not allow the face to
remain underwater. The ballast in patent U.S. Pat. No.
3,670,509 that attempts to reduce the face down righting
moment, positions the diver so that they are able to “. . .
activate the weight release mechanism.”, with the loss of the
ballast the diver then would be back to floating on their side
with their airway underwater. U.S. Pat. No. 3,967,459
locates the weight system inferior and adjacent to the diver
nearly the exact opposite as disclosed herein. It is also noted
that. this weight system is intended to be released in an
emergency reestablishing the tendency of the cylinder to
submerge the diver's airway. The integrated ballast system
of U.S. Pat. No. 4,752,263 is similar in that it is releasable,
and located inferior and adjacent to the diver allowing for an
airway endangering surface position. The ballast system
disclosed in U.S. Pat. No. 2,120,420 places weight sym-
metrically about the diver which would totally eliminate any
heads up righting moment and in fact would stabilize the
diver 50% of the time in a face down position, additionally,
this system is not designed to be used with an air cylinder,
but rather a surface supply air system.

The instamt invention achieves many critical features
including providing that the weight be permanently
attached, so that in an emergency it cannot be dropped. Since
the keel weight must be small enough to not compromise
surface safety, it must be located on the cylinder exactly
opposite the diver where it generates the maximal rotational
energy per pound of keel, rotational energy desperately
needed to repeatedly turn the unconscious diver over onto
their back against minor righting moments caused by limbs,
variations in body density, and attached gear. In particular,
if the victim dives near heavy surf where the waves can flip
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a victim over onto their face, a strong heads up righting
moment is essential.

Another critical problem with the use of all current
buoyancy compensators is that they combine high lift sur-
face flotation needs with low lift underwater buoyancy
needs. That same device at depth entraps pressurized air by
design. The 190 Ib. diver at 120 feet underwater requires
nine pounds of air in their buoyancy compensator due to
compression of their cold water wet suit, should that diver
begin an uncontrolled ascent because; their regulator
malfunctions. their tank is empty, they lose their mask and
become disoriented, the power inflator sticks on their buoy-
ancy compensators, they suffer a minor medical problems as
they attempt an emergency assent, for whatever the reason,
as the diver ascends, the air in their buoyancy compensator
begins to expand. Ten pounds of air at 99 feet underwater,
increases to 13.3 pounds at 66 feet and increases to twenty
pounds at 33 feet and doubles forty pounds during the last
33 feet of the water column, enough air to create excessively
fast ascent rates.

Recommended safe ascent rates are in the process of
being reduced from 60 feet per minute to 20-30 feet per
minute. A buoyancy compensator that can contain 30 lbs. of
air can accelerate a diver who is stationary less than 10 feet
underwater to the surface at average velocities over the last
4 feet. in excess of 200 to 250 feet per minute. Ascent rates
from greater depths or ascent rates with larger buoyancy
compensators such as currently available products generat-
ing 40, 60 or 80 Ibs. of lift are unknown. It is known that if
a person’s lungs are fully inflated and they hold their breath
while ascending three and a half (3%) or four (4) feet, their
fungs will rupture, Pulmonary barotrauma introduces air into
the circulation where it can obstruct circulation and result in
infarction of the tissue involved. Since the diver is often
vertical during an uncontrolled rapid ascent, the embolism
most often travels to the brain. Unless the diver is
re-compressed within minutes damage is permanent and
possibly fatal. The prior art on buoyancy compensators, as
is practiced in the diving community, unfortunately com-
bines low lift buoyancy compensation needs with high lift
surface flotation. The prior art buoyancy compensator is in
desperate need of the many advances disclosed herein.

Once the conscious or unconscious individual is sup-
ported safely at the surface with their airway free and clear,
the next major threat to the water borne victim whether
recently returned from the depths or a survivor of a common
carrier accident such as an airplane crash, is from; not being
seen by search and rescue efforts, of being drowned while
attempting a rescue or from hypothermia.

The rapid lowering of the body’s core temperature results
in interruption of life sustaining cognitive activities such as
staying in a tucked fetal position, which further aggravates
heat loss. With the loss of cognition the victim stops
monitoring and responding to changing surface conditions.
Inevitably hypothermia interferes in brain stem activities
such as musculoskeletal tone and respiration. It is widely
known that hypothermia is the actual killer in most acci-
dental immersions. In response to such knowledge, exposure
suits have been developed to insulate individuals and pre-
serve core temperature thus extending survival from minutes
to hours. An effective exposure suit is a large, bulky item that
is prohibitively expensive. Despite these serious drawbacks
it is the only alternative to dying from hypothermia within
minutes and as such it is a legally mandated safety device for
the industrial sector where its costs, bulk and inconve-
niences can be borme. Exposure suit costs and bulk have
prevented their use being required in the recreational, civil-
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ian or commercial carrier sectors such as airlines, liners,
ferries etc. Therefore it is clear that despite recognition that
hypothermia is the active process in death at sea, there has
not existed until this time a viable, affordable, storable
means to control hypothermia.

To address this deficiency in the prior art, the current
invention addresses both aspects of safety at sea. Rescue can
rarely be performed within minutes. Often the sailor on
watch is not missed until the next watch, obviously the
single handed sailor is never missed. The sinking of a
civilian or commercial carrier is often unattended for many
hours or longer. As is noted in Harrigan’s U.S. Pat. No.
2,114,301; Bennett’s U.S. Pat. No. 3,105,981; or DeSimo-
ne’s U.S. Pat. No. 4,187,570, there exists complex, bulky
and costly means whereby jet pilots and navy personnel
have personal power inflated life rafts. These automatically
inflated life rafts require a cylinder whose cost alone is
prohibitive to private and commercial carriers. The bulk of
the cylinder, the bulk of the raft constructed from a fabric
capable of withstanding pressurized inflation and high
impact forces results in a device that is incompatible with
civilian and commercial carriers such as airlines or ferries,
yet alone individuals wind surfing, fishing from rubber rafts
or touring ocean kayaks.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to water safety gear includ-
ing life vests, integrated rescue products, and hypothermic
protective gear, adapted for one-time use by the victim
placed in the water by accident or for regular use by the
water enthusiast whether a sailor or scuba diver.

The smallest safety vest that reliably protects the victim’s
airway is ideal because of its lower cost, reduced bulk when
deflated, and improved appearance, all factors that contrib-
ute to compliance with use, the true basis of success in any
emergency. The current water safety vest distinguishes the
two critical points of buoyancy, one behind the neck and
head with the second point of buoyancy being in the area of
the umbilicus, and one of ballast, behind the victim and their
flotation chamber. A very small amount of buoyancy and
ballast securely attached to the victim at these two points is
sufficient to roll an individual over and put them on their
back, thereby protecting their airway from submersion.
Entry and adjustments are from below, from the side or if
from the front then the front chamber must overlap and be
maintained and secured in a central position. Only this
combination of small buoyant chambers reliably creates safe
positioning of the victim’s neck and head. This face up
righting moment is generated regardless of the angle of entry
into the water or level of conscious participation. This strong
righting moment also compensates for the ongoing effects of
rotational forces such as waves that at a certain point will
overcome the lateral stabilization provided by the rear
perimeter chamber.

Ideally the rear chamber is constructed to cradle the head
and neck preventing it from drooping over backwards or
sideways and becoming submerged. The chamber can be
extended along the sides where they act much as outriggers,
stabilizing the body from being rolled over because of wave
action. The perimeter rear buoyant chamber defines a space,
and actually forms a containment means for stowing a
separating flotation chamber, such as a multi-function rescue
safety product. It also is the ideal site of expansion that
occurs when an inflatable life vest is actually inflated. All
inflatable buoyant chambers upon inflation convert from a
two dimensional product to a space occupying three dimen-
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sional object. This creates a shortening that results in con-
striction. Power inflated vests generally have an over pres-
sure valve to protect against rupture but before this is
actuated an unacceptable amount of pressure is applied to
the thorax of the wearer. To compensate for this either the
garment is very loose so that when it is inflated the wearer
can still breathe or the chamber slides along a retaining strap
or belt shifting the position of the inflatable bladder and
thereby shifting the righting moment. Current inflatable
vests upon inflation slide to the rear as an accommodation to
the front entry. This pulls the buoyant means towards the
back and results in greater moments of stability in the side
high position which submerges the airway. In the cumrent
embodiment if the vest is entered from the front its closure
is fixed. The rear buoyant chamber upon inflation stretches
away from the center of the back and out towards the sides
strengthening the lateral stability of the vest and the forward
central buoyant bubble remains aligned along the center.

There are several reasons that most life jackets are vest
style; the historical basis of clothing design, the need to
locate the required amount of lift required by the regulatory
agencies and the degree of fit. The buoyancy generated by
the life vest must be able to be secured reliably about the
torso of the wearer. Entry into the water or rough surface
action must not strip the life jacket from the victim, in this
regard the secure closure, appropriate sizing and an elastic
component combine to provide a reasonable attachment.
The only way to be assured that the victim and their life
jacket will not be separated is by the inclusion of a crotch
strap. Once again compliance is a function of comfort. If the
crotch strap is loosely attached prior to entry into the water
then easily adjustable while in the water, it might be used.
A wet, limp, unconscious victim being tossed about by
waves will require a retaining strap between the legs to
optimize the survival value of any buoyant product antached
to the victim. Its inclusion in a life saving system is
necessary, the option of its timely use is a function of
comfort and cosmetics. Another reason for the current vest
design of water safety products is that the Coast Guard use
1o require certain amounts of buoyant lift for varying classes.
Commercial requirements exceed those for personal use, but
all classes displace such a large volume of water that the
buoyant means needs to be spread out over a large surface
arca such as is provided by a vest style life jacket
configuration, despite its serious drawbacks.

Some vest style life jackets have four righting moments;
face up, back up, left side up and right side up. The current
invention creates a broad base triangle. Central to this
invention’s uniqueness is a small buoyant bubble that is
centrally located in front of the wearer, and a small amount
of ballast posterior. The front chamber is responsible for
initiating the righting moment and the counterweight elimi-
nates the side position, and supplies the rotational energy
needed to roll the victim over onto their back thereby
assuring that the victim’s face will be out of the water
regardiess of the angle of entry. Once the forward chamber
has reached the surface, it in conjunction with the dynamics
of a limp unconscious body, will oppose any tendency for
the waves to roll the victim over into a face down position
- that would compromise the airway. If the front chamber is
too wide, it can combine with the rear buoyant bladder and
create a second, life threatening righting moment in which
either side could be held at the surface and concomitantly the
airway submerged. In summary, the rear buoyant chamber
provides a base of support for the head and neck, supporting
the airway and providing lateral stabilization, opposing
rotational motion of the waves from over mming the victim
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into a face down position, but in the event that occurs, the
forward buoyant bubble that is located at the umbilicus will
automatically flip the victim back over onto their back,
reestablishing the heads up orientation.

While the forward and rear buoyant chambers could be
constructed form a single chamber, ideally two or more
chambers confer several advantages. In this design one of
the chambers is retained by a releasable system. This feature
allows the wearer the option of being able to remove a
chamber and use it as a distress marker, thus the preferred
embodiment is to construct the forward chamber from a
highly visible and radar reflective material. Separation also
allows the chamber to be used as a rescue device. It can
function as a rescue board to approach a swimmer in distress
or used as a buoyant assist beneath the arms of the rescuer
to provide lift in the event the rescuer is attempting to
perform artificial respiration while in the water.

In adapting the product for the scuba diver. the separating
chamber can be used under water by the advanced diver to
mark a dive site such as in search and rescue attempts. The
separating bladder can also be used as an underwater lift or
salvage device rather than the common but unsafe practice
of using the divers high lift buoyancy compensator as a
salvage device. In the event that the object being salvaged
slips from the divers grasp, the diver suddenly becomes
markedly buoyant and is thrown into an uncontrolled ascent.
In the event of a sudden increase in boat activity the diver
could leave the separating chamber at the surface marking
the dive site, so that boaters will avoid driving over the
partially submerged diver. The universal retaining strap of
the releasable chamber ideally has an elastic component to
allow for distention of the bladder when it is inflated. The
separating chamber when modified for use underwater in a
buoyancy compensator must be reliably regulated. Safe and
secure containment of the bladder underwater is critical. As
helpful as additional buoyancy is at the surface. that same
buoyancy underwater represents serious exposure to rapid
ascent with its numerous serious problems. On the other
hand the surface flotation chamber must also be simply and
quickly deployed to be of assistance of an emergency at the
surface.

Because the volume of the buoyancy compensator has
been reduced to mitigate the chances of rapid ascent, it is
foreseeable that the forward surface flotation chamber may
not be deployed in an acute emergency underwater so the
rear chamber and the disclosed keel weight have to be
sufficient to protect the airway by establishing a heads up
orientation with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber.

When an air cylinder is attached to the heads up life vest,
the life vests counterweight must increase in size to offset
any additional outrigger effect. It is called a keel, because
when the diver is lying face down at the surface and goes
limp, the tank compensating keel weight, like the keel of the
sail boat will roll the diver over onto their back, stabilizing
the airway out of the water. The compensating portion of the
name is because the size of the weight is in proportion to the
type and size of the vest, cylinder and whether the water is
fresh or salt. If the cylinder when empty is neutral to slightly
negative it will sink allowing the diver to roll over onto their
back. The keel weight in other words compensates for the
buoyancy shifts of the diver’s jacket and air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty then the keel weight
can be smaller but still must generate sufficient angular
momentum to offset the secondary righting moments gen-
crated by an imbalanced weight belt and attached gear or
bladders. If the keel weight is used as an adaptation to
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existing vest style buoyancy compensator, then it has to be
strong enough to overcome the side righting movements
generated by the common practice of using buoyancy under
the arms.

Central to the tank compensating keel weight’s design is
that it be made of a very dense material such as lead, and be
located exactly opposite the diver on the back side of the
tank. Traditionally the buckle that generates pressure on the
belt that attaches the buoyancy compensator to the tank is
located in the center at the back of the tank. Because the
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the keel, the buckle has to be moved off center. This shift in
the cam buckles location results in a slight inconvenience in
terms of reduced access but is necessary to preserve the
critical location and therefore the righting moment of the
compensating keel weight.

Ninety (90%) percent of drowned divers are often found
with their weight belts still on and fifty (50%) percent of
such are at the surface. Usually the weights are located along
the waist and the amount runs from a couple of pounds to
more than forty pounds. As the amount of weight increases,
the keel weight needs to be located higher up the air cylinder
to offset the placement of the weight belt. The dual tank band
allows for a wide variation of weight placement. Obviously,
the keel weight could be incorporated into the metal of the
cylinder, adhered to the cylinder, enclosed in a covering of
any sort, or even attached with magnetism. A pouch or
cylinder could be used to contain lead shot or beach sand as
long as it is located along the longitudinal axis of the
cylinder and thereby serves to generate the heads up righting
moment.

Additionally the concept of critical ballast is such that a
certain amount of ballast is absolutely required in order for
the diver to stay underwater. To facilitate the concept of safe
diver weighting the tank compensating keel weight is also
used to offset the inherent buoyant material from which the
buoyancy compensator itself is constructed. Thus, because
of the tank compensating keel weight, the buoyancy
compensator. the tank, and regulator combination is neutral
and as such does not contribute to the consolidation of
additional ballast on the weight belt. If the quick release
buckle of a consolidated weight belt should snag on a plant
or slip out of hand during adjustment at depth the dangers of
an uncontrolled buoyant ascent are somewhat mitigated
because the shift in buoyancy is reduced by the amount of
ballast used as a tank compensating keel weight.

While the forward chamber is not critical for protecting
the airway of the scuba diver because of the effectiveness of
the tank compensating keel weight, the forward chamber’s
ability to provide additional high lift surface flotation fulfills
an expectation in the sport. The key to the addition of high
lift surface flotation to the diver underwater is its safe
regulation. The operation of the forward chamber requires
diametric opposed properties of the valve chosen to regulate
the chamber. One embodiment employs the use of a variable
fabric valve fabricated from a self releasable hook and loop
fastener such as VELCRO® that can operate in three dif-
ferent modes, as a manual on/off valve, semi-automatic
valve or a fully automatic valve. In addition, as the fabric
valve ages its strength can be renewed by further increasing
the interactive surface area. .

The value of including a variable valve in line between the
rear chamber and the forward chamber is that the diver can
become more responsible with experience and training for
the total amount of lift available to the diver underwater as

well as at the surface and thus more responsible for uncon--
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trolled ascent rates and consequently the risk of pulmonary
barotrauma, arterial gas embolism and its frequent outcome
cerebral infarction as well as the risks of decompression
sickness.

Some dive instructors fear that the beginning student will
not be able to perform an additional task in an emergency
and therefore prefer that the entire buoyancy system auto-
matically inflate choosing simplicity of operation at the
expense of exposing the beginning diver to the conse-
quences of a more rapid uncontrolled ascent, despite the fact
that deaths have occurred during buoyant ascents while
training in a swimming pool. In particular, since the student
will be involved in a lot of surface drills and exercises, such
as determining how much weight they require in order to be
able to submerge, clearing their masks and snorkels, and
since the first dives will be shallow, the consequences of
rapid ascent are severe. As their experience grows and their
comfort in the water with their gear and the concepts of
correct weighting develop, they will be making deeper dives
where the consequences of sudden ascent continue to mount
and become progressively more severe. As the student
begins to submerge and the lungs become more pressurized
the manual operation mode of the valve is necessary for the
diver to safely regulate the total amount of lift attached to
their body underwater and thereby mitigate one of the major
risks of diving.

As the buoyancy compensator is reduced to a device
dedicated to contain the small amounts of lift actually
required while underwater, some instructors are concerned
that the diver will not be able to rely on the buoyancy
compensator for & buoyant ascent. The problem with buoy-
ant ascents is that they are very difficuit to control when all
the divers’ faculties are intact. In an emergency the ability to
regulate a high lift buoyancy compensator at depth is very
unlikely. Optionally, one of the forward chambers can be a
low volume chamber designed for emergency ascent which
has incorporated a ruptire plug, disc or weld so that if the
product is deployed unintentionally by use of a CO2 cylin-
der or the divers air cylinder, or accidentally, it will self
destruct at a preset pressure differential, limiting its buoyant
assist to the first leg of an emergency ascent ailowing the
diver a second chance to regain control and reduce their
velocity to a safe rate. Some of the larger high lift surface
flotation chambers may never fill to rupture so its contain-
ment system that regulates its inflation must be very secure
to be assured that it will only be deployed intentionally,
otherwise the diver would be in the same high lift rapid
ascent predicament that they cumrently find themselves in
with today’s product.

Incorporated within the muiti-chambered heads up safety
vest is a multi-function rescue safety product which can
culminate into a raft for removal of the victim from the water
and thereby confer protection from hypothermia. The needs
and use of this rescue safety product determines its require-
ments for durability which in mrn determines the type of
fabric, its storable volume and therefore the Iocation of the
rescue product within the safety vest. The primary flotation
device or life vest stays secured to the individual to assist
them during their entry, and support them while they are
deploying the rescue product. Once inflated if the product is
not needed for rescue or signaling, the rescue product
evolves into a raft that the individual can crawl into. The life
vest remains on the victim protecting the individual should
they be washed overboard as well as insulating the trunk,
further helping to maintain core temperature.

The need and uses of a rescue device varies with the
application. For the civilian airline passenger suddenly
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thrust into a survival situation, they are provided with a
floating cushion or a lightweight inflatable life vest. In this
situation a single use, ultra lightweight product is ideal. Such
a rescue product might be constructed from an all welded
mylar film. A multiplicity of layers would confer separate air
chambers within the product providing for insulation, con-
ferring a puncture protection while remaining smal! enough
to fit inside a seat cushion or within a pocket of a purely
inflatable life vest. To facilitate the single use products
operation the oral inflator would lead to a manifold which
could be constructed of differing diameters and/or which
would pass through separate one way check valves of
differing relief pressures. The diameter and/or pressure relief
valves would direct the flow of air such that the chambers
could be inflated sequentially. As pressure in the system
builds up after inflating the first air chamber the second
begins to inflate. The arrangement would allow for the
inflation of a life ring first, followed by the rescue float, then
if necessary a large outer tube would convert the rescue
product into a raft with a canopy arch. The mylar, in addition
to reflecting the radiant energy back towards the victim, is
mirrored so that it is highly visible and radar reflective both
of which would facilitate search and rescue. It structuraily
would resemble a single use raincoat. With the advantages
conferred by this invention the victim could be of assistance
to themselves and to others. Survival would be increased
from minutes to days. dehydration would become the next
serious threat to the survivor. An off the shelf plastic solar
still could be easily included for trans-oceanic passages.
The water enthusiast on the other hand may find them-
selves in the water more often than the civilian airline
passenger and their needs may tolerate slightly more bulk
from the stored rescue product in exchange for reusability.
The bulk increases because of the demands of a more
durable and reusable product requires a more substantial
choice of fabric. As the bulk increases. the location for
stowing the rescue product becomes more critical. The ideal
location is built into the back of the life vest where it is out
of the way but securely and accessibly stowed until needed.
In this posterior and inferior position the actions of the new
and improved life vest are retained, that is the perimeter of
the torso is supported by the rear inflation chamber of the life
vest, stabilizing the victim against inadvertent rotation to a
face down position. The location of the raft, is ideally within
the walls of the life vest, protecting the raft from the shearing
forces of entry, freeing the hands to assist entry and recovery
once in the water. An envelope for containing the rescue
product could be provided so that it could be attached to the
inside or outside of any current life vest and thereby confer
the protective advantages to all owners of a life vest without
having to incur the cost of buying a new life vest. This would
allow all current owners of a safety vest to upgrade to a dual
chambered separating water survival system. This attach-
ment system employs a hook and loop fastener looped
through the arm holes and is universally adaptable to all life
vests, of all sizes. Any releasabie fastener such as buttons,
zippers, snaps, hook and loop, etc. would allow for the
rescue product and its stowage and release system to be
located comfortably centered both up and down as well as
side to side. While it could be positioned outside the life
vest, its inclusion within the life vest will ensure its secure
attachment. The inflation of the rescue product is determined
by its use. cost, and available stowage space but since oral
inflation is not restricted by shelf life, it is always present
and most affordable. Inflation via 2 manifoid will allow the

rescuer to provide a rapidly inflated life ring to help stabilize -

the victim through the initial insult and then provide 2 float
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while the remainder of the chambers are inflated. In the
current embodiment the rescue product is built into the
safety vest or floating cushion, if anyone in the water
intentionally or accidentally and is sequentially inflated
through a series of rescue products that culminates in a raft
for removal of the individual from the hypothermic effect of
the water.

An additional advantage of the disclosed invention is
directed to the adaptation necessary when the safety vest is
used underwater by the scuba diver. In this application the
heads up safety vest would be cailed a buoyancy compen-
sator or BC. Because of the serious consequences of rapid
ascent on pressurized lungs, in addition to the reliable
regulation of the high lift surface flotation component of the
buoyancy compensator, the primary buoyancy compensa-
tion bladder should be variable size. By design the buoyancy
compensator is to be used underwater where it is vulnerable
to inflation from entrapped pressurized air at two to three
atmospheres, as well as subject to inflation from panicked
misuse or mechanical failure of the power inflator, all causes
leading to the same result, dangerously rapid ascent rates.
The volume of the bladder should be tailored to the dive
environment. The dedicated buoyancy compensator can be
adjusted to the lowest volume needed to accomplish the goal
of compensating for compression of thermal protective gear
and the resultant loss of buoyancy. As the dive environment
changes, so does the need for thermal protective gear. In
tropical water minimal or no protective gear is worn and
therefore the diver has nothing to compress and so experi-
ences no loss of buoyancy at depth. For the diver in 2 bathing
suit, the need for a power inflatable bladder underwater is
limited to the shift in buoyancy that occurs in their air
cylinders, and usually is well under 5§ or 6 pounds of lift.
This chamber is only needed to cover the initial overweight-
ing needed to allow the diver to be neutral at the end of the
dive in order to make a safety stop. This product should not
be called a buoyancy compensator as a first step in reedu-
cating the diving population about the dangers of power
inftatables underwater.

In cold water, at 120 feet of depth, a 190 Ib. diverina %
inch neoprene wet suit experiences a loss of 9 Ibs. of lift due
to compression of the wet suit. Most sport divers are smaller
and therefore are wearing less neoprene, dive in warmer
waters and/or making shallower dives. There is no justifi-
cation for subjecting a diver to unnecessary risks of rapid
ascent. Due to the extreme danger of pulmonary rupture and
secondary air embolism that resuits from a rapid uncon-
trolled ascent it is imperative that the buoyancy compensa-
tion chamber be restricted to the lowest volume absolutely
necessary to accomplish its goal. Any lift over and above the
minimum amount exposes the diver to unnecessary risk. The
diver doing repetitive dives in one day is advised to do their
deepest dive of the day first and will need a buoyancy
compensation capacity commensurate with their thermal
protective gear and dive plan. As the dives become shal-
lower and consequently warmer as well, the volume of an
adjustable buoyancy compensator can be reduced, and con-
sequently reduce the divers exposure to the risk of rapid
ascent. Recommended ascent rates are dropping from 60 feet
per minute to 20-30 feet per minute. The medical literature
notes that a 30 Ib. buoyancy compensator can produce
average velocities in excess of 250 feet per minute from less
than ten feet under the water. For several generations, divers
dove without a buoyancy compensator so its use cannot be
construed as critical. The advent of this convenience product
bas resulted in ballistic ascent rates because of the air
entrapped inside the product which is pressurized at depth
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which then doubles and possibly quadruples upon ascent
depending on the initial depth. An inexperienced diver in an
“out-of-air” situation is prone to forget about the intellectual
concept of arterial gas embolism in the hypoxic and hyper-
capnic driven race to the surface, only to die from an arterial
gas embolism before ever getting a chance to drown.
Drowning is a slow, reversible process that lends itself to
rescue for quite some time after the event, unlike arterial gas
embolism. When using an adjustable dedicated buoyancy
compensator the diver can very precisely control their
exposure to the dangers of an emergency ascent through the
water column and thereby significantly reduce the risks of
rupturing a lung and suffering an arterial gas embolism to the
brain or heart or similarly reduce the risks of suffering the
bends because of missed decompression stops.

An altemate location for a separating forward surface
flotation chamber is for its inclusion within the shoulder
straps. The redundant personal flotation device is designed
to be separated away from the remainder of the dive gear to
provide complete duplication of personal flotation devices in
the event of failure of the primary chamber. The chamber
can also be used as a rescue, signaling, salvage product or
snorkeling vest.

Appropriately sized releasable shoulder trim weights off-
set the operation of the buoyancy compensator underwater,
improving swimming position, decreasing frontal area, pro-
ducing less hydrodynamic resistance and consequently less
diver fatigue. Once again, the shoulder trim weight results in
a reduction of the consolidated weight belt with its inherent
advantage of protecting the diver from accidental loss of all
ballast at one time.

In summary, a multiple chambered life vest can be of a
low volume, low lift, and low profile design as long as at
least two points in need of buoyancy are covered, behind the
neck and at the umbilicus and one point of ballast along the
vertical posterior axis. Excessive buoyancy can be
extremeily detrimental either because the product is not
actually worn because it is too bulky or because side righting
moments have been created that jeopardize the airway. The
separating chamber in the hands of a conscious, capable user
can be removed providing a signaling device for facilitating
search and rescue efforts or used as a rescue board mini-
mizing the risk associated with attempting to rescue another
victim who has become hypoxic. After the initial insult has
been survived the user can deploy the incorporated inflatable
rescue product that sequentially inflates into a life ring, then
rescue board and distress marker and culminates in a raft to
remove the victim from the water with its inevitable and
often rapid hypothermia. The entire water safety survival
system constructed for a single use application could easily
fit within the air line seat cushion, dramatically improving
survival statistics for accidents at sea.

The multi-chambered heads up safety vest as adapted for
the scuba diver allows for reliable segregation of a variety of
high lift surface flotation chambers while underwater. In
addition a variable volume dedicated buoyancy compensator
allows the diver to further reduce the amount of lift attached
to the smallest amount necessary for a particular dive
environment. The combination of these two improvements
will markedly reduce the largest cause of pulmonary
barotrauma, and secondary embolism. a major cause of
injury and death in the field of diving.

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the posterior axis of the victim's vest will allow the
victim to overcome numerous minor righting moments that
can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed victim
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under the water leading to drowning another major cause of
death in the sport of diving. The benefits of the tank
compensating keel weight are so dramatic that they can be
included into a separate product that can retrofit existing
buoyancy compensators, converting them into a heads up
product. The inclusion of the multi-function rescue product
within the walls of the buoyancy compensator confers on
that diver the ability to respond to a number of problems
frequently encountered by the diver in rescue, marking and
salvage.

Thus, a water safety and survival system that provides a
multi-chambered personal flotation device that operates on
minimal volume to create a single heads-up righting moment
that reliably stabilizes an unconscious victim with his airway
out of the water is disclosed in one embodiment. This is
accomplished with 2 minimal amount of lift, less deflated
bulk, improved cosmetic appeal, and reduced cost. These
combined advances result in a safety vest conducive to
actually being worn, a key featre for a safety vest. The
system also provides for incorporation of a separating sec-
ond inflatable life ring, rescue board, artificial respiration
assist platform, and ultimately a raft for removal of the
victim from the water to protect him from hypothermia. This
sequentially inflated, multi-chambered, multi-faceted inflat-
able rescue product is incorporated within the body of the
safety vest. The incorporation of a wide range of rescue
products into the body of the person flotation device will
reduce the incidence of that dual tragedy that occurs when
the rescuer becomes the second victim. This water survival
system, when adapted to the special needs of the scuba diver,
requires the incorporation of a tank compensating counter-
weight to offset the deleterious effects of a buoyant empry
tank whose buoyancy can force the diver’s airway under the
water. Further adaptation for use underwater also includes a
system to adjust the volume of the primary buoyancy
compensation chamber and variable valve for segregation
and reliable regulation of one or more additional surface
flotation chambers underwater. The design of the separating
chambers coincides with responsibilities and goals of the
diver. These and more modifications for the safe underwater
use of the heads-up safety vest are critical in order to
mitigate the risk of rapid ascent and its consequences,
arterial gas embolism and decompression sickness.

In accordance with these and other objects which will
become apparent hereinafter, the instant invention will now
be described with particular reference to the accompanying
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view of a personal flotation device shown
incorporating the muiti-function rescue product within the
back wall of the vest.

FIG. 2 is a view of an existing buoyancy compensator
with the multi-function rescue product attached.

FIG. 3 is a view of an airline life vest camrying a
multi-function water rescue safety product.

FIG. 4 is a view of an airline seat cushion modified by the
inclusion of an ultra lightweight disposable multi-function
rescue safety product.

FIG. 5 is a view of an inflation manifold.

FIG. 6 is a top view of a multi-chambered rescue product.

FIG. 7 is a cross section view of the multi-function rescue
product fully inflated.

FIG. 8 is a view of a face up personal flotation device
modified for scuba diving.
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FIG. 9 is a view of the scuba diver with an inflated
separating horse collar, and self rupturing emergency ascent
chamber.

FIG. 10 is a view of the inflatable cummerbund, with a
releasable forward chamber, carrying an altemnatively for-
ward chamber in the form of a float.

FIG. 11 is a view of the pyramidal structure with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber.

FIG. 12 is a combined view of the elements of the water
safety and survival system as it is adapted to the scuba diver.

FIG. 13 is a front view of the adjustable buoyancy
compensator.

FIG. 14 is a rear view of an alternate adjustable buoyancy
COMPensator.

FIG. 15 is a front perspective view of a first counter
weight member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a back perspective view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 is a front elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 18 is a back elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 19 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15.

FIG. 20 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
illustrated in F1G. 15.

FIG. 21 is a front perspective view illustrating a first
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a back perspective view illustrating the second
attachment embodiment for the first counterweight assem-
bly.

FIG. 24 is a perspective view illustrating a connection
portion of a coupling strap in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 25 is a front perspective view illustrating a second
attachment embodiment for a first counterweight assembly
in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 26 is a top plan view of the counter weight member
illustrated in FIG. 15 having at least one suction cup.

FIG. 27 is a side elevational view of the counter weight
member illustrated in FIG. 15 having a plurality of suction
cups.

FIG. 28 is a front elevational view of a second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention in a flap open position.

FIG. 29 is a top elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly with the flap removed.

FIG. 30 is a front elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly in a flap closed position.

FIG. 31 is a side elevational view of the second embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 32 is a front elevational view of a third embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 33 is a side elevational view of a weight member
utilized with the third embodiment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 34 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

: 16

FIG. 35 is a top plan view of the fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly.

FIG. 36 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 37 is a perspective view of a fifth embodiment
counterweight assembly in accordance with the present
invention.

FIG. 38a is a front elevational view of the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly.

FIG. 38b is a front elevational view of a soft weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 38¢ is a front elevational view of a hard weight
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIGS. 39a through 39e¢ iliustrate the various steps which
are performed for removing a pouch member and associated
weight member from a pocket member for the fifth embodi-
ment counterweight assembly of FIG. 37.

FIG. 40 is a front perspective view illustrating a combi-
nation of counterweight assemblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 41 is a back perspective view illustrating a2 combi-
nation of counterweight assemblies in accordance with the
present invention utilized together.

FIG. 42 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway submerged.

FIG. 43 is a perspective view of a diver having his or her
airway protected in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 44 is a perspective view of a training device for
determining proper size and location for the weight member
in accordance with the counterweight assemblies of the
present invention.

FIG. 45 is a perspective view of a quick disconnect
member in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 46 is an enlarged perspective view of a male portion
of the quick disconnect member illustrated in FIG. 45.

FIG. 47 is a perspective view of a prior art quick discon-
nect member having its female portion in section.

FIG. 48 is a view of the personal flotation device shown
in Figure and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 49 is a view of the airline life vest shown in FIG. 3
and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 50 is a view of the face up personal flotation device
shown in FIG. 8 and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 51 is a view of the scuba diver with the inflated
separating horse collar shown in FIG. 9 and incorporating a
counterweight member.

FIG. 52 is a view of the pyramidal structure with central
forward buoyant chamber and rear buoyant chamber shown
in FIG. 11 and incorporating a counterweight member.

FIG. 53 is a posterior view of a vest style personal
flotation device (“PFD™) illustrating middling mobile bal-
last.

FIG. 54 is a cephalic view of a victim wearing a vest style
PFD illustrating the eccentric positioning of mobile ballast.

FIG. 55 is a side view of a mobile ballast attachment
means illustrating numerous components facilitating mobil-
ity of the ballast member.

FIG. 56 is a cephalic view of a victim wearing a vest style
PFD illustrating a freely mobile ballast within a container
that redirects the ballast’'s movement as the victim rolls.

FIG. 57 is a lateral and cephalic view of the mobile
ballast’s container illustrating the multiple points of
stability, as it is reoriented in three dimensions.
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FIG. 58 are lateral views of a deflated then inflated PFD
illustrating stowage then deployment of the ballast member.

FIG. 59 is a posterior view illustrating a dual position
minimally active eccentric fixed keel that can be released by
the wearer into a maximally active mobile position.

FIG. 60 is a posterior view showing an immobilized
ballast member that can be released by the wearer into an
active mobile position.

FIG. 61 is a posterior view of a yoke collar PFD with an
attached mobile ballast contained in a sealed semi-circular
container.

FIG. 62 is a lateral view of a yoke collar PFD illustrating
a PFD in accordance with the present invention constructed
to accommodate a recyclable contained mobile ballast mem-
ber.

FIG. 63 is a posterior view of a yoke collar style or
stackable PFD illustrating an externally attached eccentric
cylindrical container for a mobile ballast member that can be
put in place without having to remove the jacket.

FIG. 64 is a lateral view of a yoke coilar PFD showing the
integrated form of FIG. 63 where the mobile ballast and
containment means are embedded in the foam of the neck of
the jacket.

FIG. 65 is a lateral view of a yoke collar PFD while being
womn and showing multiple external pouches built into the
fabric of the jacket that allow the user accessible adjustment
of an amount of ballast without having to remove the vest.

FIG. 66 is a posterior view of a cervical portion of a yoke
collar style PFD illustrating eccentric placement of quick
release mobile ballast members. one of which can preferably
be added while wearing the PFD, one of which preferably
cannot.

FIG. 67 is a right anteriolateral view of a yoke collar style
PFD showing an externally attached eccentric fixed ballast
system that can be adjusted while wearing the PFD.

FIG. 68 is a posterior view of a thermal protective suit
illustrating multiple fixed and mobile ballast and buoyant
members.

FIG. 69 is a posterior view of a yoke collar style PFD
illustrating a fixed hemicircumferential ballasting member.

FIG. 70 is a posterior view of a yoke collar style PFD
illustrating a mobile ballast secured via multiple attachment
points crossing a victim’s midline within a ventilated con-
tainer.

FIG. 71 is a posterior view of a yoke collar style PFD
illustrating a mobile ballast secured via multiple attachment
points crossing a victim's midline secured to a PFD strap but
otherwise open for unlimited range of motion.

FIG. 72 is an anterior view of an individual wearing a
yoke collar style PFD. illustrating an eccentric, fixed com-
bined illumination and bailast means.

FIG. 73 is an enlarged view of a combined illumination
and ballast means showing thickened high density walls,
extra batteries, variably sized high density solid base plug
and neutrally buoyant packing material.

FIG. 74 is a left lateral view of a vest style PFD illus-
trating left anterior buoyant globe appliance and posterior
mobile ballast power means.

FIG. 75 is a posterior view of a vest style PFD illustrating
fixed horizontal ballasting batteries connected to eccentric
transmitter means.

FIG. 76 is a left anterio-lateral view illustrating a two part
PFD with eccentric central anterior buoyant means and
second cephalo-cervical buoyant means with dual arm
mobile ballasting battery means.
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FIG. 77 is a frontal view of yoke collar style PFD foam
members showing existing and disclosed alternate configu-
rations for internal foam layers.

FIG. 78 is an anterior view of stacked foam layers
preserving uniform foam thickness throughout the PFD.

FIG. 79 is an anterior view of stacked foam layers with
interlocking layers which result in an increased cervical
displacement relative to ventral component.

FIG. 80 is a frontal view of a yoke collar style PFD
oversized and complete single piece base foam layer.

FIG. 81 is a frontal view of PFD stack layers comprised
entirely from continuous single piece layers.

FIG. 82 is a frontal view of a PFD stack comprised of a
single piece over sized base layer with the balance being two
piece layers with the joints all on one side opposite the
ballast.

FIG. 83 is a frontal view of a PFD stack comprised of
single piece over sized base layer two piece layers with the
joints on alternating sides.

FIG. 84 is a frontal view of a PFD stack comprised solely
of two piece layers with the joints located at the posterior
cervical midline.

FIG. 85 is a cross sectional view of a cervical area of a
yoke collar style PFD illustrating artachment of combined
ballast and appliance to oversized foam base, coated fabric
shell and 90 degree two part stiffener means the lateral
component of which may be constructed of high density
material.

FIG. 86 is a left lateral view of a yoke collar style PFD
illustrating amplified cervical displacement means relative
to reduced ventral means and attachment of combined
ballast and appliance member to oversized foam base/fabric
shell held securely by foam layer compressing chest strap(s).

FIG. 87 is an enlarged view of a cervical-ventral joint of
a yoke collar style PFD illustrating an externally attached
rigid swing arm attachment of eccentric mobile ballast.

FIG. 88 is a left lateral view of a yoke collar style PFD
with combined ballast and signaling device attached via an
integrated 90 degree swing arm.

FIG. 89 is an enlarged view of a left lateral cervical-
ventral joint illustrating the location of buoyant stop and
ballasting swing ends of combined ballast and signaling
device with pivoting attachment means parallel to the ante-
rior face of the PFD.

FIG. 90 is an enlarged anterio-lateral view of a yoke collar
style PFD illustrating secure, rigidifying standardized inte-
grated mounting means of combined ballast and appliance.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
- EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows victim 201 wearing a vest 203 that can
function separately as a snorkeling vest, personal flotation
device for boating or alternately hooked up to the primary
bladder of a buoyancy compensator through quick release
means 91 and hose 70 that is artached within pocket 74. Vest
203 can also be inflated through oral inflation means 72.
Additionally, vest 203 can be incorporated with a ballast
means 100 (FIG. 48). A multi-function rescue product and
raft 207 is stowed within the back pocket of the lift vest
between the outer wall 208 and inner wall 209. A retrieval
strap 211 opens the pouch formed by wall 208 and wall 209,
and is wrapped around raft 207 allowing the user to remove
rescue product and raft 207, comprised of an expansible
material allowing inflation chamber portion 73 located along
the perimeter of the back to roll forward upon inflation.
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FIG. 2 shows a diver 202 adapting an existing vest style
buoyancy compensator 204 to carry the rescue product 207
within a containment pouch 210, beld in place by band 23
that is supported by arm holes 24. A retrieval strap 211 is
wrapped around rescue product 207 so that it can be
removed from the containment pouch 210 without having to
remove the vest 204. The scuba tank 102 is standard.
FIG. 3 shows a typical inflatable vest 205, as might be
womn by an airline passenger 201, that is strapped to the
victim by strap 214, in the event of a water landing. The
typical vest 205 is modified by addition of a containment
pocket 213 that stows a single use rescue product 207.
Additionally, vest 205 can be modified by the addition of a
counterweight 100 (FIG. 49).
FIG. 4 shows an airline cushion 206 containing rescue
product 207. The victim puts their arms through straps 15 to
secure the cushion 206 to the victim during water entry.
FIG. 5 shows a manifold device 17 that connects an oral
inflator 16 through barbed fittings 18 to a series of one-way
check valves that can also function as variable pressure
relief valves 19, 29, 39, 39, and 59 that connect via tubing
20, 30, 40, 50, and 60 to a series of inflatable chambers as
are demonstrated in the next drawing, FIG. 6.
FIG. 6 shows a multi-function rescue product and raft
207, comprised of life ring 21 which is inflated by tube 20
which because it has the largest diameter tubing and because
the pressure relief valve 19 has the lowest relief pressure
setting, will inflate first. Inflation chamber 31 or the floor is
the second to inflate. Chamber 41 is a second chamber in the
fioor and because of the setting of the pressure relief valve
and/or the diameter of tube 40 would be the third chamber
to fill. The first three chambers; the life ring 21, and the floor
chambers 31 and 41 form a rescue board or distress marker.
The next chamber is a wall tube 51 and that can be inflated
while resting on combined chambers 21, 31, and 41. The
final chamber 61 forms an arch, supporting a protective
canopy. In its last configuration, the multi-function rescue
product 207 can be inflated to a raft constructed from radar,
solar, and infrared reflective material.
FIG. 7 shows construction of rescue product 207 in cross
section, highlighting the various chambers and their
sequence in inflation, life ring 21 first, portion of floor 31,
remainder of floor 41 second, high volume tube wall 51
third, arch canopy tube 60 last. Ideally, the floor is doubled
or tripled to provide thermal insulation from the water and
puncture resistance.
FIG. 8 scuba diver 202 is shown wearing a heads up,
multi-chambered, dedicated, rear mounted, adjustable buoy-
ancy compensator having an inflatable chamber 85 con-
nected with hose 83 through quick release coupling 91, and
through one-way pressure release valve 82 to a releasable
inflatable shoulder harness 80 that is stowed in a folded
configuration. In FIG. 9, the shoulder harness 80 is inflated.
InFIG. 8, an alternate or concurrent surface flotation bladder
having an inflatable chamber 90 can be connected to buoy-
ancy compensation chamber 85 by tube 93, which is regu-
lated by one-way check valve 92, and can be separated from
the diver for rescue, salvage or marking activities by quick
release coupling 91. In FIG. 8, it is noted that the life vest
comprised of inflatable chambers 85 and 90 is snug but
- releasably attached to diver 202 by a crotch strap 94. The
diver 202 in FIG. 8 is holding an air hose 191 which couples
to the male quick release coupling 192 on the power inflator
87, or can be used to inflate rescue product 207 of FIG. 2 or

- can be used as a high pressure air source for the rapid
inflation of chamber 90 when it is being used in a rescue
attempt. Additionally, a counterweight 100 can be provided
(FIG. 50).
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FIG. 9 shows an adjustable buoyancy compensation
chamber 85 reduced in volume by rolling up the side
chamber as shown at 130. An automatic rupturing emer-
gency ascent chamber 180 is inflated from buoyancy com-
pensation chamber 85 through quick release coupler 91, or
by a separate compressed gas cylinder such as a CO2
cylinder 215. Standardized retaining strap 110 as found on
all the interchangeable forward bladders. Strap 110 keeps
bladder 180 from separating from diver 202 until the quick
release buckle 103 is opened. Retaining band 104 is expand-
able allowing for the forward chamber to expand away from
the diver upon inflation. In an uncontrolled ascent the diver
is unlikely to operate the venting mechanism 183 in which
case a rupture plug 182, can be provided, which crosses a
weld line 181 weakening it so that as the chamber 180
pressurizes upon ascent, it will rupture out at the weakened
point, thereby reducing total lift artached to djver 202 and
helping to control the ascent velocity. In FIG. 10 diver 202
demonstrates two of a wide variety of different releasabie
forward chambers indicated generally as inflatable means 90
stored in the waist band in FIG. 8. Additionally, a counter-
weight 100 can be provided (FIG. 51).

FIG. 10 shows the diver 202 whose waist band 95 is
retaining releasable separating forward chamber 97 which is
a redundant horse collar life vest and rescue product. Expan-
sible element 104 stretches upon inflation of the forward
chamber 97. In an emergency the horse collar vest 97 can be
released from the divers buoyancy compensator by quick
release buckle 103. The same quick release buckle is used
for releasing the shoulder strap as is standard in the art, and
familiar to divers. After releasing the forward vest 97 from
the waist, the diver then disconnects the horse collar life vest
97 from its source of power inflation the buoyancy com-
pensator 85, by using the quick release coupling 91. Once
the forward chamber has been separated from the rear
chamber 85 and diver 202, it can be employed as a rescue
board, tied off as a bottom marker, left at the surface to warn
boat traffic, or held aloft as a high visibility distress marker.
In FIG. 10, the diver 202 is carrying a rescue board, distress
marker, surf mat as an alternate separating forward surface
flotation chamber indicated as 96. Chamber 96 can be
retained by guides 110 on strap 104 of the divers waist band.
In FIG. 10, chamber 96 is shown with oral inflation means
98 and quick release coupling means 192 which couples to
quick release coupling 91 thereby connected to the rear
buoyancy compensator 85, or to the air hose from the air
cylinder for more rapid inflation. Retaining flap 106 serves
to store the releasable forward chamber 97 or 96. Pouch 160
is sealed by flap 161 and is used to contain a small amount
of lead shot to offset the buoyancy of the materials used to
construct the forward chamber as well as its containment
systemn. On the upper shoulder straps of the diver 202 in FIG.
10, D-ring 172 is attached to hook and loop covering flat 173
that is attached to underlying fabric walls 175 to create a
quick release pocket for a lead shot filled pouch 174.

FIG. 11 demonstrate the pyramidal structure of the mul-
tiple chambered heads up life vest. The vest is comprised of
a rear U-shaped buoyant chamber 121 and the forward
centrally located buoyant chamber 120. The triangle 123,
formed by chamber 120 and 121 has a single righting
moment, face up. The victim 201, and his airway 124 are
maintained out of the water whether or not the victim is
conscious. A counterweight 100 can also be provided with
the life vest (FIG. 52).

FIG. 12 shows a composite of the water safety and
survival elements disclosed herein. In FIG. 12 the diver 202
is unconscious but his airway 124 is held out of the water.
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A generic centrally located inflated chamber 105 is retained
by expansible strap 104 and could be released by quick
release buckle 103 if the diver was alert and it was needed
for rescue or for use as a distress marker for search and
rescue activities. Waist band 95 is secured in place by buckle
178 which is mounted on a Velcro® base 179 that allows the
waist buckle to be adjusted along the length of the left side
of the waist band 177 to accommodate the variation in waist
size that occurs as different types of thermal protective gear
are worn. The buckle 178 is off to the side so that the generic
forward flotation chamber 105 retains its critical central
location. The forward chamber retaining flat 106 is attached
by hook flap 108 to the loop material that covers the entire
length of the waist band indicated as strap 95. This allows
the forward chamber 105 to be quickly but securely adjusted
to its central position. Operation of forward chamber 105 is
regulated by the variable fabric valve 171 built into the
retaining flag 106. The hook and loop components 171 of
flap 106 can be varied by the inclusion of a reducer strip of
hook 107. The size of the reducer strip 107 determines
whether the flap 106 will open quickly under pressurized
inflation from the rear chamber 85, open slowly or not at all.
If the entire reducer strip 107 is removed the hook and loop
means 171 are of sufficient strength to lock off the forward
chamber. An over pressure valve 111 is located on the
opposite side of the chamber 85 so that the diver can vary the
position of the power inflator from the rear to the front by
interchanging the power inflator 87 and over pressure relief
valve 111. Rescue product 207 is contained in a pocket built
into the rear wall of the buoyancy compensator 85 and is
accessible by strap 211. Rescue product 207 is attached to
the diver by a releasable lanyard 212. The tank compensat-
ing keel weight 100 is permanently attached to the tank
retaining strap 109. Ideally, the tank compensating keel
weight 100 is of a hydrodynamic conformation, made from
a dense substance such as lead, coated in a soft film such as
plastic so it will facilitate keel weight 100 being securely
clamped in place by cam buckle 101. The soft coating will
also avoid damaging the protective coating of the tank 102.
The tank compensating keel weight 100 may be replaced by
a standard lead weight so that the diver traveling abroad will
not have to transport a lead weight. A diver in tropical waters
may only require 5 pounds to descend while use of a dry suit
in cold water can require 40 Ibs. or more to be able to
submerge, the greater the weight of keel weight 100, the
stronger the face up righting moment it will generate. As the
weight belt is increased because of the use of buoyant
thermal protection, it is critical the keel weight 100 be
increased. Regardless of the size of the keel weight 100 it is
critical that it be located exactly opposite the diver and thus
its position must be adjustable so that as the diver changes
between diving cylinders of different diameters, kee! weight
100 can be easily adjusted, by a non-user, to maintain its
critical position. Ideally strap 109 is marked with a scale 176
to guide the diver in selecting the correct placement of keel
weight 100 on cylinders of different diameters. If the keel
weight 100 is slightly off ceater, it could summate with an
imbalanced weight belt and stabilize the diver in side up
position which will allow the airway 124 to submerge.
Because the position of the keel weight 100 cannot be
compromised, the cam buckle 101 is moved to a less
accessible position on the side. A waist buckle 178 is
attached to a hook fastener base 179 that allows it to be
positioned anywhere along the left side of loop fastener
covered waist band 177.
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of the buoyancy chamber that is held inaccessible to infla-
tion is indicated as a rolled up portion of the buoyancy
compensation chamber 130. The loop portion of a hook and
loop fastener forms the inside back of the buoyancy com-
pensator and is indicated as 131. Loop 131 serves to attach
the side chamber 136 by hook strips 132 to the body of the
buoyancy compensator 85. Flap 138 is formed from the
forward facing loop strip 137 and the rear facing hook strip
132. As the volume of the buoyancy chamber is reduced by
rolling up the side chambers, the hook strip 132 adheres to
the loop strip 137 to form and secure the roll 130. Clip 196
secures the rolled up grommets to prevent the chamber from
unrolling under pressure from the air in the buoyancy
compensator 85. The portion of the buoyancy compensator
behind the neck is indicated as 134. In the current drawings
the side chambers 136 are reduced in an infinitely variable
fashion and an indicator 133 informs the diver of the
remaining amount of lift provided by the buoyancy com-
pensator 85. The indicator 133 allows the diver to quickly
return to preestablished buoyancy compensator lift volumes
as indicated for a particular set of dive gear. Quick release
shoulder strap buckles 135 rely on quick release buckle 103
and are common in prior art. The lower shoulder straps 195
rely on nylon webbing loop 194 to establish structural
integrity and internal hook fastener for positioning webbing
loop 194 on the loop fastener covered nylon webbing waist
band 95 and 177.

FIG. 14 depicts another retaining system for reducing the
volume of adjustable buoyancy compensator 85. Double
sided hook strip 151 and double sided loop strap 150 are
used to lock off the reduced portion of the buoyancy
compensator chamber 85. Double sided hook flap 152
attaches the roiled up chamber securely to the loop covered
body of the buoyancy compensator 85. The reducible por-
tion of the buoyancy compensator chamber is indicated as
136. The portion of the buoyancy compensator 85 that
supports the neck and bead is indicated as 134. The keel
weight 100 is threaded on tank band 109, that is secured to
the air cylinder by cam buckle 101. The hook flat 161 seals
off the lead shot filled pouch 160 used to neutralize the
inherent buoyancy of the buoyancy compensator.

OPERATION OF THE INVENTION

In FIG. 1, the water enthusiast is shown wearing a
traditionally designed vest 203 which could be used in any
recreational water sport. The vest 203 contains a multi-
function rescue product and raft 207 within its rear pocket.
If the ocean kayaker should become separated from his
kayak at sea the victim 201 could pull on lanyard 211 and
remove the rescue product and begin inflating it. A releas-
able attachmént cord 212 will keep the rescue product from
blowing or washing away. Because the vest 203 includes
quick release coupler 91, the vest can also eventually be
used as a forward chamber with the appropriate dedicated
buoyancy compensator if the user becomes certified in
diving.

FIG. 2 shows that the diver 202 wearing a current vest
style buoyancy compensator 204 can adapt the rescue prod-
uct 207 contained in pocket 210 to be carried between the
diver and the tank by use of a strap 23 which passes through
the arm holes of the buoyancy compensator. Access and use
of the rescue product 207 is the same as described in FIG.
6 below.

FIG. 3 shows the victim 201 of a common carrier accident
wearing a traditionally designed inflatable vest 205, modi-
fied with pocket 213 which contains a single use multi-
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function rescue product and raft 207 constructed from a
mylar film and vacuum packed much as a single use rain-
coat. After surviving the initial entry the product is inflated
and used as a life ring, then rescue board or distress marker,
and finally inflated to a raft if necessary to remove the victim
from the hypothermic effects of the water.

FIG. 4 shows the airline or ferry safety seat cushion 206
containing the multi-function rescue product and raft 207.
The victim’s arms are placed through straps 15. The cushion
206 provides minimal safety in the water. The incorporated
rescue product 207 would confer dramatic improvements in
survival at sea.

Referring to FIG. 5, as the user exhales through oral
inflator 16, the air passes into manifold 17 that connects
multiple chambers to the oral inflator 16. The air is directed
to the appropriate chamber according to the diameter of the
tubing indicated as 20, 30, 40, 50, and 60. The one way
check valves 19, 29, 39, 49, and 59 create structural integrity
for each of the chambers down stream. If a puncture should
occur only that chamber will lose pressure. If the oral
inflator fails, the manifold 17 at its barbed connectors 18 can
be disconnected from connector tubes 22 allowing separate
inflation through each check valve. The simplicity of a
single oral inflator will help the victim focus on a single task.
Obviously, separate oral inflators could be used and the
significance of which oral inflator is to be inflated first could
be printed on the raft in multiple languages.

FIG. 6 is a top view of the multi-function rescue product
and raft 207, fully inflated. The life ring 21 because of its
small diameter is inflated first and quickly because of its low
volume. This life ring could be used by the individual or
extended to a family member. The floor chamber 31 and 41
would be inflated next also because they are low volume.
Once inflated the first three chambers forms a float that gives
the victim a sense of accomplishment. Inflated chambers 21,
31, and 41 create a four foot rescue board for approaching
a flailing, distressed victim. The float can also be held aloft
as a high visibility distress marker signaling other victims or
search and rescue efforts. The inflated floor also gives a
platform for the victim to rest on. If necessary the victim can
rest on the first three chambers as they begin inflating the
high volume side wall tubes 51. Once inside the raft the
infrared reflective mylar would help to offset further loss of
body temperature. Finally, the canopy arch 61 is inflated and
the victim creates an enclosed space that is highly visible to
the naked eye as well as radar. The multiplicity of chambers
confers protection from puncture.

FIG. 7 is a view of the inflated raft 207 in cross section.
The sequence of inflation, 21, 31, 41, 51, then 61 shows how
the life ring would convert to a rescue float and ultimately
to a raft.

FIG. 8 shows the scuba diver 202 holding a pressure hose
191 with its common female quick release coupler 91
disconnected from the male quick release coupler 192 of the
" power inflator 87. The common female coupler 91 can be
attached to any of the other incorporated ct ‘--bers such as
the horse collar vest which is defiated a: ° .ored in the
shoulder straps indicated at 80, or any of a .aultiplicity of
- deflated chambers that can be interchangeably stored in
waist band as indicated at 90 or in the pocket. The high
pressure hose 191 is employed to effect a more rapid
inflation in an emergency. For routine operation of the
chambers stored in the waist band or shoulder straps, they
are in fluid communication with the buoyancy compensator
chamber 85 through quick release couplers 91 and check
valves 92. The crotch strap 94 is the only way the user can
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be assured that he will not be separated from his inflatable
rescue product in heavy surf. With the auxiliary chambers
deflated and stored, the diver has a sleek profile with reduced
hydrodynamic drag while swimming under water. Most
importantly with the high lift surface flotation chamber
stored it will not contribute its buoyancy to the total lift
available to the diver under water.

FIG. 9 shows a diver 202 with a redundant separating
shoulder mounted horse collar 80 inflated. The diver also is
demonstrating the self rupturing emergency ascent chamber
180 inflated at the diver’s waist. It is to be noted that the
dedicated adjustable buoyancy compensator 85 has been
reduced by rolling up the lower portion of the chamber as
indicated at 130. If this reduced chamber was providing
insufficient lift at a depth and the diver chose to attempt an
emergency buoyant ascent the forward chamber 180 at the
waist could be released. If the diver was out of air, the air
pressure in the rear chamber would spill forward causing
chamber 180 to infiate. Alternatively, chamber 180 can be
inflated from its own compressed cylinder 215 when cham-
ber 180 is disconnected at quick release coupling 91 or if air
cylinder 102 and buoyancy compensator 85 are both empty.
If the emergency ascent was uncontrolled, and the diver
forgot to deflate chamber 180, it would self destruct at
rupture plug 182, releasing its entrapped air that had become
pressurized because of the ascent. At that point the ascent
rate would slow allowing the diver to regain control, further
slowing his ascent rate to within the recommended rate of 20
to 30 feet per minute, rather than the ascent rates of 200 to
300 feet per minute, generated during an emergency buoyant
ascent. If the diver should snag a fish hook in their primary
chamber 85, then the horse collar vest stored in the shoulder
straps would provide a redundant personal safety vest. In the
event that the diver needed to ditch the dive gear, the power
inflated forward horse collar safety vest can be quickly
disconnected by quick release coupling 91. Alternatively, the
horse collar can be separated and extended to the diver's
buddy who has suffered a failure of his singie chambered
buoyancy compensator. If the diver was snorkeling the horse
collar safety vest could be disconnected and inflated via oral
inflator 84 and used independently from the remainder of the
heads up safety vest.

FIG. 10 shows a diver 202 with a flap 106 which was used
to enclose the flotation chamber 97 now shown in the open
position. In front of flap 106 is the separating horse collar
forward surface flotation chamber 97, inflated at the diver's
waist. The forward chamber is retained by elastic webbing
104 that allows the chamber to expand away from the diver
rather than constrict the diver’s abdomen and therefore
breathing. Quick release buckie 104 allows the diver to
separate the forward bladder which can then be disconnected
via quick release coupler 91. Once the flotation chamber 97
is free it can be used as a rescue float for approaching a
hypoxic diver, held aloft as a distress marker, left floating at
the surface to warmn boat traffic of diver activity, used
underwater as a bottom marker in search and rescue
activities, or used as a small salvage device. For rapid
emergency inflation the product can be stored in a pocket
and connected to the air hose. Chamber 97 as it is currently
shown is retained by strap 104 providing the central point of
buoyancy that contributes to the heads up surface position.
Though not required, the diver can be provided with quick
release shoulder trim weights 174, retained by hook and loop
fastener 173 and 175. The diver by pulling on D-ring 172
peels open the pocket and lead shot filled container 174 can
fall away from the diver. The trim weights are exactly
opposite the site of underwater buoyancy contained in the
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buoyancy compensator and helps the diver achieve an ideal
balanced underwater and surface position. The diver 202 is
also shown carrying an alternate forward or flotation cham-
ber 96 which can be substituted for chamber 97 and secured
to the diver by elastic retaining strap 104 which passes
through strap eyelets 110 mounted on the edges of bladder
96. This larger float has all the same functions of the horse
collar forward chamber 97 with the addition that it can be
used as a transport raft for a disabled diver or act as a surf
mat at the end of the dive for swimming back to shore.
FIG. 12 illustrates a composite of several of the disclosed
inventions. The multi~chambered heads up safety vest modi-
fied for use by the scuba diver by inclusion of tank bands 109
which attach the tank 102 to a fully inflated adjustable
buoyancy compensator 85. The tank bands 109 are longer
than those currently located on buoyancy compensators in
the marketplace. The extra length in tank band 109 is needed
to allow the diver to thread on the tank compensating keel
weight 100. The keel weight 100 can be located on the top,
bottom, or on both tank bands 109 as needed. A diver in a
bathing suit needs to locate the keel weight on the lower
band. A diver wearing a buoyant thermal protective suit
requiring a weight belt can shift the keel weight to the top
tank band 109 to establish the ideal surface position. Cam
buckle 101 is located off the side of the tank 102 so that the
back side of the tank is available for placement of the keel
weight 100. Over pressure relief valve 111 is located oppo-
site the buoyancy compensator power inflator 87 allowing
the two to be interchanged. The beginner is accustomed to
the power inflator 87 coming over the shoulder but when
located in this position power inflator 87 floats free and is
often hard to locate underwater. When the power inflator 87
is mounted on the front of the buoyancy compensator
chamber 85 it hangs straight down between the diver and the
tank and is easily located when needed. The multi-function
rescue product and raft 207 is located between the diver 202
and the tank 102. Lanyard 211 wraps around rescue product
207 allowing the diver to remove the rescue product 207 for
use without having to remove any other dive gear. A generic
forward chamber 105 is inflated and retained by elastic strap
104. The flap 106 includes a variable fabric valve comprised
of hook and loop fasteners 171 that variably regulates the
use of the forward chamber 105. Reducer hooks strip 107
decreases the amount of interactive surface in the fabric
valve allowing the diver 202 to vary the operation of the
fabric valve from automatic to semi-automatic, to manual.
With the reducer strip in place the air pressure from the rear
chamber is capable of forcing open the valve deploying the
forward chamber without the diver needing to do anything.
In the semi-automatic mode, the diver 202 partially removes
the reducer strip 107, now the fabric valve 171 will swell
because of the mounting air pressure, after a period of time
flap 106 will eventually open. As the diver becomes more
skilled and capable of operating the fabric valve 171 in flap
106 in the manual mode, he will totally remove the reducer
strip 107. With no reducer strip 107 in place the strength of
the fabric valve 171 exceeds the 2.5 psi over pressure relief
valve 111 on the rear chamber or the small bore over
pressure relief valve built into the oral inflator 193. On a
rapid ascent from significant depths, pressure will build up
at such a fast rate that the small bore oral inflator over
pressure relief valve 193 cannot keep up and the forward
chamber will rupture. protecting the diver from any further
acceleration and will contribute to the diver’s deceleration
by removing the buoyancy contributed by the forward
chamber. With no reducer strip 107 in place the high lift
surface flotation device is safely locked away while the diver
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is underwater, reducing the amount of lift attached to the
diver’s body that entraps air or could be inflated by panic or
mechanical failure of the power inflator 87. Waist band
buckle 178 is attached to hook and loop base 179 that allows
the diver to quickly and reliably shift the position of the
waist band buckle 178 to adapt the product to different
divers or the same diver with different thermal protective
gear.

FIG. 13 illustrates one way that an adjustable buoyancy
compensator 85 can be assembled from the front. The body
of the buoyancy compensator 85 is covered with loop
fastener 131. The inside edge of the side chamber forms a
flap 138 which has loop fastener 137 on the front side and
hook fastener 132 on the back side. As the chamber is rolled
up the hook and loop adhere along the inside edge and clip
196 locks the outer edge from unwinding under pressure
from the air contained in the buoyancy compensator. The
adjustable buoyancy compensator 85 gives the diver the
ability to further reduce the amount of lift attached to his
body to the absolute minimum needed for each dive profile
and dive environment. Reducing unnecessary risk of rapid
ascent, embolism and the bends.

FIG. 14 shows an alternate way to reduce the volume of
a chamber using hook straps 151 and loops traps 150. As the
chamber is rolled up to the desired amount of lift as
indicated on indicator gauge 133, straps 150 and 151 are
fastened. The side chambers are attached to the loop body of
the buoyancy compensator by way of hook strap 152. Hook
flap 161 closes loop pouch 160 that contains lead shot to
neutralize the inherent buoyancy of the buoyancy compen-
sator 85 so that ballast is not consolidated onto the weight
belt. Keel weight 100 is shown on the top tank band 109.
There are many ways that the chambers could be secured
after being reduced in volume such as by buttons, snaps,
zippers, pins, constricting bands, fabric flaps and fabric
valves. The final resuit is that the diver can vary the volume
of their buoyancy compensation chamber as required for a
safe dive.

The side chambers 136 can be rolled 1o any point as
indicated by the demands of the particular dive. Doubie
sided velcro loop 150 connects with double sided hook 151.
A piece of double sided velcro hook 152 artaches to the loop
body of the buoyancy compensator. The cam buckie 101 of
tank band 109 generates the pressure between the buoyancy
compensator and the tank and secures the hook strap 152
from peeling off. In an emergency at the surface the reduced
volume can be accessed by releasing the velcro valve straps
150 and 151. It is noted that the chamber behind the neck
134 is not accessible to being reduced.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, the correct positioning of a very small
amount of buoyancy can accomplish what five to ten times
that same amount of buoyancy cannot, a single heads up
righting moment that will protect the airway. After surviving
the initial entry into the water, signaling search and rescue
efforts can make the difference between life and death. Dual
tragedy is the term applied to the death of the rescuer by a
hypoxic victim, an inflatable float is one of the safest ways
to approach a floundering victim. It can take hours for
available life rafts to round up survivors, often victims who
have survived the initial insult of entry perish within thirty
minutes of hypothermia. The only solution to hypothermia is
to remove the victim from the water whether they are
waiting to be picked up by the life raft of it they are going
to be spending an extended period at sea until land based
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search and rescue efforts arrive. The multi-function rescue
product and raft comprised of a multiplicity of chambers,
constructed from the appropriate material, can be built into
the heads up safety vest where it is safely stored until
needed.

The principles of a heads up safety vest need to be
modified for use underwater by separating out high lift
surface flotation, incorporating a variable volume buoyancy
compensation chamber that can be reduced to the lowest
volume necessary for a particular set of dive gear and dive
environment. The current invention makes great strides in
reducing the emergency ascent rate and thus reducing the
exposure to pulmonary barotrauma, arterial gas embolism as
well as the chances of developing decompression sickness.
The buoyancy of some air cylinders when empty and the use
of a primary back mounted buoyancy compensator, require
the addition of a tank compensating keel weight to assure the
diver that with or without the deployment of the forward
chamber that once the diver is at the surface, that their only
inflatable product will roll them over and place their airway
out of the water if they are unable to do so themselves. A
third self rupturing emergency buoyant ascent chamber can
be an option if the diver insists on using an underwater
propulsion device. The incorporation of numerous rescue
devices as integrated chambers in fluid communication with
the power inflated dedicated buoyancy compensator, allows
the user rapid access to rescue boards, distress markers,
transport rafts, dive site markers, underwater markers, sal-
vage devices, tender crafts and surf mater. This wide range
of power inflatable products confers significant advances in
water safety, survival and enjoyment.

FIGS. 15 through 25 illustrate a first alternative embodi-
ment for a counterweight assembly 300 which generally
includes a weight member 302 and means for attaching
weight member 302 to assure reliable and consistent heads
up position of the person at surface level. A first means for
attaching weight member 302 embodiment includes a pair of
vertical slots 304 and 306 defined by weight member 302
and a tank band or strap 320 which includes a first end 322
and a second end 324. A tank band connection member can
be provided at first end 322 of tank band 320. Preferably, the
connection member is a tensioning device such as a con-
ventional cam buckle 330, however, such is not limiting and
other attachment mechanisms, such as D-rings, hook and
loop fasteners, magnets, suction cup devices, etc., are con-
sidered within the scope of the invention.

To properly attach weight member 302 to air tank 301
second end 324 is inserted through vertical slots 304 and
306, weight member 302 is properly positioned with respect
to air tank 301 and tank band 320 is tightly wrapped around
air tank 301 with weight member 302 properly positioned.
Cam buckie 330 provides for attachment of second end 324
with first end 322 to maintain weight member 302 in proper
position along tank 301. Weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or ber underwater travels.
" This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

A non-skid means can be provided to prevent weight
- member 302 from moving out of position with respect to
tank 301. Preferably, the non-skid means is a non-
compressible rubber or plastic member 328 sewn to the
inside surface of tank band 320, however, other conventional
nonskid means can be provided and are considered within
the scope of the invention.

As seen in FIGS. 26 and 27, one or more suction cups 380
can be mechanically fastened into weight member 302 by
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conventional means. Alternatively, a sheet of suction cups
(not shown) can be glued or molded into weight member
302. The sheet of suction cups is provided to cover a
majority of the interior surface of counterweight 300. The
sheet of suction cups is provided with apertures which are
shaped and aligned with vertical slots 304 and 306 and
horizontal slots 314 and 316, described in detail below, so
not to interfere with the insertion of tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340, also described in detail below, through
slots 304 and 306 or 314 and 316, respectively.

In either suction cup embodiment, the suction cups are
provided to provide a quick attachment of weight member
302, as well as a quick removal means for weight member
302. The suction cups are particularly useful during training
or practices where the exact amount of ballast for the diver
or person is uncertain and various weight members 302 of
differing weights are to be attached and detached from
cylinder 301 uniil the proper amount of ballast (weight)
required for the specific individual is determined. Without
the suction cups, the trainer or person determining the proper
amount of ballast (weight), has to repeatedly attach and
detach various weight members 302 via straps 320 or 340 as
described above, which is very time consuming. The use of
suction cups provide a quick and accurate method for readily
determining a proper weight member 302 for the individual.
Additionally, the suction cups are also useful for maintaining
weight member 302 in proper position, while weight mem-
ber 302 is properly secured by either tank band 320 or
coupling strap 340 in conjunction with strap 360 of buoy-
ancy compensator 359.

Altemnatively, a hook and loop/pin/snap system along the
tank’s longitudinal axis would allow rapid determination of
size and location by a dive master/instructor. Thus, a mul-
titude of known attachment devices could be incorporated
and utilized by a second person assisting the user for
determining the proper size and location of the weight
member for the specific user.

An alternative means for attaching weight member 302
embodiment includes a pair of horizontal slots 314 and 316
and a relatively small coupling strap 340 for joining weight
member 302 to a conventional buoyancy compensator strap
360 which is provided for conventionally attaching air
cylinder 301 to a conventional buoyancy compensator 359.

Coupling strap 340 includes a first end 342, a second end
344, an outer surface 346 and an inner surface 348.
Preferably, hook and loop fastening means 350 and 352 are
provided on inner surface 348 at first end 342 and second
end 344, respectively. However, other conventional attach-
ment means, though not preferred, can also be utilized and
are considered within the scope of the invention. Coupling
strap 340 can also be provided with a pull strap 354 at first
end 342.

To properly attach weight member 302, cylinder or tank
301 is initially conventionally loosely attached to buoyancy
compensator 359 in conjunction with strap 360 which uti-
lizes a conventional cam buckle for its connection means.
Once cylinder 301 is loosely attached to buoyancy compen-
sator 359, first end 342 of coupling strap 340 is inserted
between strap 360 and cylinder 301. Second end 344 of
coupling strap 340 is inserted through horizontal slot 314 or
316 from behind weight member 302 and then back through
the other horizontal slot 316 or 314, respectively, for attach-
ment to first end 342 by mating of hook and loop fastening
means 350 and 352. Strap 360, having weight member 302
attached thereto, is tightened around cylinder 301 in con-
junction with its cam buckle as is conventionally known, to
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securely attaching cylinder 301 to buoyancy compensator
359. It is to be understood that the roles of ends 342 and 344
can be reversed with second end 344 being inserted through
and between strap 360 and cylinder 301 and first end 342
being inserted through horizontal slots 314 and 316 for
mating with second end 344.

Prior to tightening strap 360. weight member 302 is
properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301 and
preferably. the mating of first end 342 to second end 344 is
positioned between buoyancy compensator strap 360 and
cylinder 301. This attachment position prevents inadvertent
detachment of ends 342 and 344 from each other, once strap
360 is properly tightened, thus, assuring that weight member
302 will remain properly secured.

A slight recess 319 on the interdor aspect of weight
member 302 is preferably provided when attaching weight
member 302 by a coupling strap 340. As the cam buckle
generates tension in the buoyancy compensator strap 360,
the tension also pulls on coupling strap 340. This pulling on
coupling strap 340, tightens the attachment of weight mem-
ber 302 to sirap 360. The secured and tightened strap 360
compresses the hook and loop attachment of ends 342 and
344. thus. preventing accidental release. The point where
ends 342 and 344 are positioned between strap 360 and
cylinder 301 protrudes outward slightly which is received
within recess 319 of weight member 302, when weight
member 302 is properly secured. Thus, recess 319 helps
couple weight member 302 specifically to the exact shape of
each tank or cylinder 301 so that there is no opening 10
ensnare objects underwater.

When removing weight member 302. strap 360 is loos-
ened by conventional means. and tab 354 is puiled to break
the attachment of ends 342 and 344 10 each other, which
allows weight member 302 to be removed. However, it is
important 10 note, that weight member 302 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member 302 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated.

The threading of the cam buckle, in conjunction with strap
360. is a complicated process. Thus. by providing slots 314
and 316 and coupling strap 340, weight member 302 can be
removed without having to re-thread the cam buckle.

Preferably, buoyancy compensator strap 360, similar to
tank band 320. is provided with a non-skid means to prevent
tank 301 from moving out of position with respect to its
attachment by strap 360 and assuring that weight member
302 remains properiy placed with respect to tank 301. Also
like tank band 320. in the preferred embodiment, the non-
skid means is a non-compressible rubber or plastic member
363 sewn to the inside surface of strap 360.

Preferably, the radius of weight member 302 is the same
as the cylinder or tank 301 to which it is attached to prevent
snagging of various underwater objects, such as fishing
lines. when a diver, having a tank 301 and counterweight
assembly 300 artached to his or her buoyancy compensator,
is moving underwater. Accordingly, weight member 302 is
preferably configured specifically to tank 301’s circumfer-
ence and is provided with a feathered edge (rounded/tapered
leading edge) to eliminate any gaps which might snag kelp.

Though the various counterweight assembly described
above and below are discussed in conjunction with a buoy-
ancy compensator. it should be understood that the counter-
weight assemblies can also be utilized with personal flota-
tion devices such as life jackets and life vests. Thus, where
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reference is made to a buoyancy compensator throughout the
application, it is also intended to include other personal
flotation devices such as the life jackets and life vests.

Weight member 302 can be provided with a soft coating
to also prevent weight member 302 from sliding when
properly attached, as well as increasing the adherence of
weight member 302 and buoyancy compensator 359 to
cylinder 301. The soft outer coating of weight member 302
also protects cylinder 301’s protective and cosmetic coating
from being scratched.

Weight member 302 is provided with a relatively thin flat
profile which increases the total surface area between weight
member 302 and cylinder 301 and increases the security of
the attachment of buoyancy compensator 359 to cylinder
301. The lower profile is designed to provide less drag and
less chance of snagging underwater objects such as kelp.
Weight member 302 can be provided with a feathered edge
to couple specifically to the exact shape of each tank or
cylinder 301 so that there is no opening to ensnare objects
underwater.

Preferably, weight member 302 can weigh approximately
six (6 lbs) pounds. However, this weight amount is not
limiting, and other weight amounts for weight member 302
can be utilized, as determined by a particular diver’s needs,
and are considered within the scope of the invention.

FIGS. 28 through 30 illustrate a second alternative
embodiment counterweight assembly generally designated
as reference numeral 400. Counterweight assembly 400 can
either be utilized with conventional buoyancy compensator
strap 360 or can be utilized in conjunction with a tank strap
or band 420, which is similar to tank band 320. Counter-
weight assembly 400 consists of a flexible pouch member
430 and one or more weight members 460. Pouch member
430 is preferably constructed from a fabric material, and can
be either slidably and removably attached or permanently
attached to either tank band 420 or buoyancy compensator
strap 360.

When removably attaching pouch member 430 to either
tank band 420 or strap 360, a loop member 434 is preferably
attached to the back of pouch member 430, by conventional
means such as stitching, and either tank band 420 or strap
360 is inserted through loop member 434 until pouch
member is properly positioned with respect to cylinder 301.
Where strap 360 is utilized, pouch member 430 is preferably
properly positioned prior to final tightening of strap 360
around cylinder 301.

Alternatively, two loop portions (not shown) can be
provided each being attached at their respective first ends to
pouch member 430 by conventional means such as stitching.
The second outer ends of the loop portions can respectively
be provided with attachment means such as hook and loop
fasteners. When removably attaching pouch member 430 to
strap 360 or tank band 420, the outer ends of the loop
portions being disposed between strap 360 or tank band 420
and cylinder 301, where the Joop portion outer ends mate to
define a loop member. Once the outer ends are mating and
properly positioned, strap 360 or tank band 420 is properly
tightened sandwiching the outer ends between cylinder 301
and strap 360 or tank band 420 to prevent inadvertent
releasing of the outer ends, as well as assuring proper
positioning of pouch member 430.

When permanent attachment of pouch member 430 is
desired, such attachment is preferably accomplished by
conventional means such as stitching or sewing (FIG. 29).
Preferably, the permanent attachment of pouch member 430
to tank band 420 or strap 360 is such that pouch member 430
is properly positioned when tank band 420 or strap 360 is
tightened.
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Pouch member 430 can be provided with a plurality of
individual weight receiving pockets 432. Preferably, four (4)
to eight (8) individual pockets 432 are provided. However,
this number of pockets 432 is not limiting, and other pocket
432 amounts can be provided and are considered within the
scope of the invention. Alternatively, pouch member 430 can
be provided with large weight receiving area.

Individual weights 460, which act as ballast members, can
be inserted into one or more of pockets 432 or into the large
weight receiving area, depending on the amount of weight
required. Alternatively one large hard weight (i.e. lead, steel
etc.) or soft weight (i.e. sand, loose ballast, etc.) can be
provided in the large weight receiving area. Weight members
460 are preferably constructed from lead, though other
materials can be utilized and are considered within the scope
of the invention.

The use of one or more weight members 460 allows for
fine tuning of the amount of weight necessary for reliable
heads up positioning at water surface level of an incapaci-
tated diver, taking into consideration the diver’s weight,
equipment, etc. Thus, the exact amount of weight or ballast
can be provided to assure that the user’s airway will be
protected in the event of an emergency.

A flap member 440 can be attached to pouch member 430
by conventional means such as sewing or stitching. In use,
flap member is folded over and attached to pouch member
430 preferably by conventional means such as by the mating
of hook and loop fasteners 435 and 437 disposed on at least
a portion of an inner surface of flap member 440 and on at
least a back outer surface of pouch member 430. However,
other attachment means can be provided such as snaps,
buttons, zippers, etc., and are considered within the scope of
the invention. Flap member 440 prevents weight members
460 from inadvertently being removed from their placement
within pocket member 432 or the large weight receiving
area. Thus, when counterweight assembly is properly
positioned, flap member 440 is compressed, to guarantee it
remains in its closed position, by tank strap 420 or strap 360.
Flap member 440 can be provided with a non-skid member
441, similar to the non-skid members discussed above.

Additionally, in lieu of inserting weight members 460
across in a horizontal manner, pouch member 430 can be
constructed such that the weight members are inserted
within pouch member 430 in a vertical fashion. Preferably,
each individual weight member 460 weighs approximately
two (2 lbs) pounds, though such is not limiting and other
weight amounts can be utilized and are considered within
the scope of the invention. Furthermore, weight members
460 can be symmetrical, however, such is also not limiting.

Pouch member 430 can be constructed from ncoprene,
spandex, canvas, nylon, or other conventional soft and
flexible fabric materials. Furthermore, elastic or other stretch
means can be incorporated into pouch member, to assure a
tight and snug fit of one or more weight members 460 within
pouch member.

In this embodiment, pouch member 430 is preferably
secured such that the diver or user cannot remove or release
weight member(s) 460 during his or her underwater travels.
This guarantees reliable and consistent heads up positioning
- of the diver at the water surface level in the event the diver
becomes incapacitated. This feature of not allowing the
diver or user from having access to the weight members
during his or her underwater travels is found in all of the tank
mounted counterweight assemblies of the present invention,
described above or below.

As seen in FIGS. 32 and 33, one or more individual
weights 500 can be attached directly to conventional buoy-
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ancy compensator strap 360 or to tank band 320. In this
counterweight assembly embodiment, weight members 500
are provided with a slot 502 for insertion therethrough of
either strap 360 or tank band 320. Similar to above, a
non-skid means (not shown) can also be provided on either
strap 320 or 360 or weight members 500 to prevent weight
members 500 from moving out of proper position. Also
similar to above, the number of weight members 500 pro-
vided is dependent on several factors such as diver’s weight,
equipment weight, etc. Weight members 500 are preferably
constructed from lead or steel, though other materials can be
utilized and are considered within the scope of the invention.
Weight members 500 preferably weigh between one (1 1b)
pound to three (3 Ibs) pounds each. However, this weight
amount is not limiting, and other weight amounts for weight
members 500 can be utilized and are considered within the
scope of the invention.

As seen in FIGS. 34 through 36, 2 weighted slecve
member 600 can be positioned along tank or cylinder 301 to
provide ballast in order to assure heads up positioning at
water surface level of an incapacitated diver. Weighted
sleeve member 600 is tightly slid along cylinder 301 to its
proper position with respect to cylinder 301. Weighted
sleeve member may be fastened by conventional means such
as boiting.

A flexible pouch member 620. similar to the various
embodiments pouch member of described above and below,
can also be provided in addition to weighted sleeve member
600. Pouch member 620 can be provided with one or more
weight 630 receiving pockets 632. Pouch member 620 is
preferably constructed from a fabric material and can
include a flap member (not shown). Pouch member 620 is
preferably disposed around sleeve member 600 and can be
attached by conventional means such as hook and loop
fastening members 622 or by buckle means. Thus, weighted
sleeve member 600 can have a non-user releasable connec-
tion securing an additional counterweight assembly to
weighted sleeve member 600. Furthermore, weighted sleeve
member 600 can be positioned at the bottom of tank 301 for
use in warm water.

Alternatively, a pouch member 650 (FIG. 36), can be
provided which is constructed from a rigid material, such as
plastic and is preferably constructed integral with sleeve
member 600. Pouch member 650 can be provided with one
or more weight 630 receiving pockets 652. Rigid receiving
pockets 652 can be provided with holes in their bottom to
push weight members 630 out after the dive. As receiving
pockets 652 are constructed from a rigid material,
preferably, the weight members to be inserted within, should
correspond in shape to pockets 652. Furthermore, conven-
tional cap means is preferably provided for each pocket 652
to prevent the weight members from falling out during the
dive. Pouch member 620 or 650 and sleeve member 600
function sfmilar to the other embodiment pouch members of
the present invention. The lateral edge of weight members
630 can be modified to allow it to easily slide into tracks
(pockets 652) built into or formed integral with weighted
sleeve member 600.

FIGS. 37 through 39 illustrate another counterweight
assembly embodiment generally designated as reference
numeral 700. Counterweight assembly 700 includes a
pocket member 710 which can be either permanently or
removably fixed to buoyancy compensator strap 360 or tank
band 320, in any of the methods previously described above,
and a hard weight member 780 or soft weight member 790
disposed within a pouch member 740 with pouch member
740 being at least partially disposed within pocket member
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710. Pouch member 740 is provided with a quick release
handle 754 which is attached to pouch member 740 by a
strap member 770 and allows a person, other than the user,
to remove pouch member 740 and weight member 780 or
790 from pocket member 710 when a diver or other swim-
mer is finished with his or her underwater travels. Normally
a person standing on a boat, dock or other type of surface,
pulls off the diver’s equipment (including his or her buoy-
ancy compensator 359 and attached air tank 301) while the
diver remains in the water.

This removal of equipment makes it easier for the diver to
climb onto the boat or dock. Buoyancy compensator 359 and
air tank 301 typically weigh together approximately fifty (50
1bs) pounds. With the use of certain buoyancy compensators
currently available, an attached weight member 780 or 790
may add up to approximately eighteen (18) to twenty (20)
additional pounds to the amount of weight the person in the
boat has to remove. The person in the boat normally bends
over towards the water in order to reach the diver who is in
the water. This position, seriously exposes the person’s back
to strains and pulls. as well as potential hernias. Individuals
who work on dive boats are constantly lifting the equipment
onto the boat. in such awkward position, throughout the day.
Accordingly, any reduction in the amount of weight to be
lifted each time, becomes significant when such tasks are
performed on numerous occasions during one outing or
continuously throughout the day.

Thus, by providing a quick release means for weight
members 780 or 790, the person in the boat can initially
remove weight members 780 or 790, thus, reducing the
weight of the buoyancy compensator and air tank to be lifted
by approximately up to eighteen (18) to twenty (20) pounds.
This reduction in weight could help to prevent many back
problems commonly experienced by persons removing the
diver’s equipment onto the boat or dock.

FIG. 39 illustrates the various steps of removing quick
release weight member 780 or 790 from pocket member 710
by the person on the boat or dock. As previously mentioned,
it is to be understood that weight members 780 or 790, as
well as all of the counterweight assembly embodiments of
the present invention, are positioned such that the weight
members cannot be removed or released by the diver in
order to assure that the diver is consistently maintained in a
heads up position in the event he or she becomes incapaci-
tated.

Pocket member 710 is shown having an outer surface 712.
A hook and loop fastening means 714 is provided on outer
surface 712 adjacent an open end of pocket member 710. A
pocket flap member 716 is provided having an outer surface
718 and an inner surface 720. A first flap hook and loop
fastening means 722 is provided on outer surface 718 and a
second hook and loop fastening means 724 is provided on
inner surface 720. Pocket member 710 can be provided with
a perforated portion.

Pouch member 740 houses removable weight member
780 or 790. The weight member can be a sandbag (soft
weight 790), lead weight (hard weight 780), or other appro-
priate ballast member which can be disposed within pouch
member 740. A hook and loop fastening means 772 is
provided on a first surface of strap member 770 and hook
and loop fastening means 776 and 778 are provided on a
second surface of strap member 770. A first end of strap
member 770 is attached to pouch member 740 and a second
end of strap member 770 is attached to handle means 754

both by conventional means. Handle means 754 includes a -

triangularly shaped gripping member 756 having a gripping
surface 758.
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Weight members 780 or 790 act as ballast means to assure
heads up positioning of an incapacitated diver at water
surface level and in use are disposed within pouch member
740 which in turn is disposed within pocket member 710
with strap member 770 and handle means 454 protruding out
of pocket member 710. A portion of hook and loop fastening
means 724 mates with hook and loop fastening means 778,
hook and loop fastening means 772 mates with a portion of
hook and loop fastening means 714, and a remaining portion
of hook and loop fastening means 724 mates with a remain-
ing portion of hook and loop fastening means 714, by
folding flap 716 inward along a fold line 717. At this point,
strap 770 is folded inward over flap 716 to allow hook and
loop fastening means 776 to mate with hook and loop
fastening means 722 to securely retain weight member 780
or 790 within pocket member 710, to assure consistent heads
up positioning of an incapacitated diver, while allowing a
person standing on a boat or dock to remove weight member
780 or 790 when the diver is ready to climb onto the boat or
dock.

To remove weight member 780 or 790, the person on the
boat or dock grabs handle means 754 at gripping surface 758
and pulls handle means 754 with a normal, but strong,
tugging motion force, which nearly simuitaneously breaks
the attachment of fastening means 776 to fastening means
722, fastening means 714 to fastening means 724, fastening
means 772 to fastening means 714, and fastening means 778
to fastening means 724, to allow weight member 780 or 790
to be quickly removed from pocket member 710. Once
removed, the person on the boat or dock, merely drops
weight member 780 or 790 and pouch member 740, on the
boat or dock, respectively, where it can be properly redis-
posed within pocket member 710, when the diver or another
prepares to enter the water again.

As seen in FIGS. 40 and 41, a combination of the
previously described weight members can also be provided.
As shown, counterweight assembly 300 is provided with a
counterweight assembly 700 attached thereto. Weight mem-
ber 302 provides a certain amount of ballast (weight), while
the amount of ballast (weight member 780 or 790) provided
within pocket member 710 varies depending on the weight
of the diver and his or her equipment. Though, pocket
member 710 is shown removably attached to weight mem-
ber 302, it is to be understood, that the other pouch members
described above, as well as one or more individual weights
500, can also be utilized in combination with weight mem-
ber 302, and such other combinations are also within the
scope of the invention. Furthermore, other combinations of
counterweight assembly 700, counterweight assembly 300,
individual weights 500 and the other pouch members
described above can be provided and are all considered
within the scope of the present invention.

To attach pocket member 710, or the other pouch
members, tank band 320 is inserted through one of the
vertical slots 304 or 306 of weight member 302, through a
loop member attached to the back of pocket member (the
loop portions described above could also be utilized),
through the other vertical siot 306 or 304, respectively, and
then tightened by conventional means, such as D-rings
members, buckie means, etc, as described above.

Where weight member 302 is attached with buoyancy
compensator strap 360, if loop portions are provided, the
loop portions can be inserted through horizontal slots 314
and 316 and attached to each other, in lieu of providing
coupling strap 340. Thus, in this embodiment, the loop
portions provide the mechanism for attaching both weight
member 302 to cylinder 301 and pocket member 710 to
weight member 302.
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It should also be understood in some applications, more
than one of the same type of weight member, described
above, may be utilized. For example, a first weight member
302 could be attached relatively high with respect to cylin-
der 301 and a second weight member 302 could be attached
relatively low with respect to cylinder 301.

Furthermore, the vertical positioning of any of the weight
members described above can be easily adjusted between
dives or possibly by a person, other than the diver, during the
dive. The weight member and tank band 320 are infinitely
adjustable along the length of the horizontal axis. The ability
to move tank band 320 and the attached weight member up
and down the tank allows for optimal position of the weight
member. This in turn allows the angle of the hyperextension
of the “distressed” diver’s neck at the surface to be accu-
rately adjusted for optimal airway comfort. Thus, tank band
320 can be quickly and securely adjusted to attach the
appropriate weight member in the appropriate position in
response to any specific set of dive gear or dive environ-
ment.

A warm water diver may be diving with a minimal weight
belt (i.e. four (4) to ten (10) pounds). Some divers may feel
that attaching six (6) pounds of non-releasable ballast to
their air cylinder 301 would result in a significant reduction
in the amount of releasable ballast at depth. In order to
incorporate the critical ballast counterweight (weight
member) while preserving the diver's current releasable
weight. the diver can use an offsetting buoyant means, fixed
or releasable. The diver that requires a four (4) pound
counterweight (weight member) to provide reliable airway
protection can add a four (4) pound buoyant pad to protect
their tail bone from the tank, fill the space between the small
of the back and their tank or use the buoyant material to pad
the thorax or their head. The foam can be altematively
attached to the front of the buoyancy compensator where it
can be released in the event of an uncontrolled emergency
(i.e. ascent due to accidental loss of weight at depth as might
occur if the weight belt is snagged). The foam on the front
would also increase the strength of the face up righting
moment at the surface as might be desired by the beginning
diver.

It is notable that if the counterweight is large enough it
will overcome all other righting moments. The larger the
ballast the stronger the righting effect The balance is that
cylinder 301 is already heavy, at the point of barely man-
ageable. The combination of the forward buoyant means and
four (4) to eight (8) pounds of baliast in the counterweight
keeps the total system light enough that it can be comfort-
ably maneuvered. If the forward chamber is left at the
surface to protect the diver from boat traffic then the
counterweight must be approximately doubled to preserve
the heads up safety feature. If the counterweight is large
enough, it can act alone to right the diver. Its key require-
ment is that it be located exactly opposite the diver, easily
adjusted to maintain that position. A securely attached
counterweight can be used to retrofit existing buoyancy
compensators, as long as they have an adherent element to
assure that the counterweight will not slide from position.

The counterweight is critical in balancing out the entire
set of dive gear so that in an emergency the diver’s gear
provides a single stabilized righting moment that places the
distressed divers airway out of the water.

The counterweight embodiments described above (FIGS.
15 through 41) can be relatively easily incorporated into
other products, such as any and all other life vests, life
jackets, etc. Thus, the life jacket or other personal flotation
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device (collectively referred to as “life jacket™) can be
provided with a ballast/weight member attached to the back
of the jacket, which as a counterweight member to provide
angular momentum in rolling the diver or other wearer over
in the water, such that the diver floats face up in the water.
Preferably, the counterweight is attached posterior central.

A conventional life vest/life jacket can be comprised of
inherently buoyant material, such as (1) kapok, closed foam;
(2) mixed inherently buoyant material and inflatable
(“hybrid” personal flotation device™); and (3) purely inflat-
able design. All of these design of a lifesaving buoyant
means are improved by the addition of the ballast/
counterweight. Preferably, the counterweight is able to be
varied in size and position depending on the other equipment
worn by the user and the user’s anatomy. Typically the
counterweight is between three (3) and six (6) pounds and is
securely attachable to the life jacket adjacent and between
the neck and lower back area of the user.

Furthermore, a conventional air tank or cylinder can have
a weight member constructed integral with the tank if the
intended wearer knows the specific amount of counterweight
he or she requires, and the exact location of the weight
member with respect to the air tank.

Additionally, where steel tanks or cylinders are utilized, a
weight member having magnet means associated there with
can be provided for directly attaching the weight member to
the tank This use would only be for training purposes and/or
for determining the proper amount of weight, as well as the
proper location of the weight on the tank, for the specific
individual. This attachment embodiment would not be used
during normal dives and underwater travels, as there is a
chance that the weight member may move or inadvertently
fall off. However, the weight member could also be provided
with a strap, to provide a second attachment means for the
weight member, as well as providing a secure attachment.

The counterweight allows for the application of ballast
mediated airway protection to enhance surface airway man-
agement and promote self sufficiency. The reliable protec-
tion of a distressed diver’s airway depends on the ballast not
changing position in any of the three axis (up, down or
around cylinder). The instant invention achieves many criti-
cal features including providing that the weight be perma-
nently attached, so that in an emergency it cannot be
dropped. Since the weight member (counterweight) must be
small enough 1o not compromise surface safety, it must be
located on the back of the life jacket or on the back of the
cylinder exactly opposite the diver where it generates the
maximal rotational energy per pound of weight, rotational
energy desperately needed to repeatedly mum the uncon-
scious diver over onto their back against minor righting
moments caused by limbs, variations in body density, and
attached gear. In particular, if the victim is near heavy surf
where the” waves can flip a victim over onto their face, a
strong heads up righting moment is essential. It should be
understood that references to a “victim” include, but are not
limited to, water accident victims and/or diving accident
victims.

The counterweight assembly utilized is responsible for
initiating the righting moment, and supplies the rotational
energy needed to roll the victim over onto their back thereby
assuring that the victim’s face will be out of the water
regardless of the angle of entry. Once the diver has reached
the surface, the counterweight, in conjunction with the
dynamics of a limp unconscious body, will oppose any
tendency for the waves to roll the victim over into a face
down position that would compromise the airway. In
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summary, the counterweight assembly provides lateral sta-
bilization of the water accident victim or diver (victim), and
opposes rotational motion of the waves from over turning
the victim into a face down position, but in the event that
occurs, the counterweight assembly will automatically flip
the victim back over onto their back, reestablishing the
heads up orientation.

When an air cylinder is attached to the life vest or
buoyancy compensator, the tank compensating counter-
weight becomes critical. If the victim is lying face down at
the surface and goes limp, the counterweight will roll the
diver over onto their back. stabilizing the diver’s airway out
of the water. The size of the weight member selected is in
proportion to the type and size of life vest or size of
buoyancy compensator and cylinder and whether the water
is fresh or salt. The cylinder when empty is neutral to
slightly negative, but lacks sufficient rotational energy to roll
the victim over onto their back. The counterweight assembly
in other words compensates for imbalances in the life vest,
buoyancy compensator or the buoyancy shifts of the life vest
or buoyancy compensator or the diver’s air cylinder. If the
cylinder remains negative when empty then the weight
member can be smaller but still must generate sufficient
angular momentum to offset the secondary righting
moments generated by an imbalanced weight belt and
attached gear or bladders. If the counterweight assembly is
used as an adaptation to existing vest style buoyancy
compensator. then it has to be strong enough to overcome
the side righting movements generated by the common
practice of using bucyancy under the arms.

Central to the weight member’s design is that it be made
of a very dense material such as lead, and be ocated exactly
opposite the diver on the back side of the life vest or the tank.
Traditionally the buckle that generates pressure on the belt
that attaches the buoyancy compensator to the tank is
located in the center at the back of the tank. Because the
posterior central position is so critical for the performance of
the counterweight assembly, the buckle has to be moved off
center. This shift in the cam buckles location resuits in a
slight inconvenience in terms of reduced access but is
necessary 0 preserve the critical location and therefore the
righting moment of the compensating counterweight assem-
bly.

Drowned divers are often found with their weight belts
still on. Usually the weights are located along the waist and
the amount runs from a couple of pounds to more than forty
pounds. As the amount of weight increases, the weight
member needs to be located higher up the air cylinder to
offset the placement of the weight belt. A dual tank band
(providing two weight members) allows for a wide variation
of weight placement.

The weight member can also be incorporated into the
metal of the cylinder, adhered to the cylinder, enclosed in a
covering of any sort, or even attached with magnetism. A
pouch or cylinder can be used to contain lead shot or beach
sand as long as it is non-releasable and ideally located along
the longitudinal axis of the cylinder and thereby serves to
generate the heads up righting moment, with the least
amount of weight, The various weight member
embodiments, described above, guarantee a single surface
position every time. That surface position being heads up.

The inclusion of a couple of pounds of weight integrated
into the tank band of the buoyancy compensator will allow
the diver to overcome numerous minor righting moments
that can place the airway of the exhausted or distressed diver
under the water leading to drowning, the major cause of
death in the sport of diving.
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The various counterweight embodiments provide for bal-
last mediated airway protection, namely, the protection of
the diver’s airway at water surface level, particularly in an
emergency when the diver is unable to protect his or her
airway. The various present invention counterweight assem-
blies reduce the current problem of airway submersion
which normally leads to shallow water drowning, the num-
ber one cause of recreational diver fatalities.

The attachment of the buoyancy compensator to the tank
has always created problems. A cam buckle is provided at
the end of the strap to generate tension in the strap. The strap
which attaches the tank to the buoyancy compensator,
stretches when wet, which can cause the tank to slide down
if not out. Thus, the critical ballast compensating counter-
weight (weight member), in addition to rolling the distressed
diver over to protect his or her airway, through increasing
the surface area for attachment, serves to markedly improve
the attachment of the buoyancy compensator to the tank.

Thus, the present invention illustrates the use or attach-
ment of a relatively small, nonreleasable weight, which is
applied to a variety of positions along the back of an air tank.
The location at the back of the tank allows the size to be
reduced to its minimum and still be able to provide reliable
airway protection. In warm water the weight is provided
relatively lower with respect to the air tank. In cold water
where the diver has significant ballast already attached, the
weight member is moved relatively higher with respect to
the air cylinder towards the head to maintain optimal airway
protection. The positioning of the weight member along the
back of the tank, optimizes the angular momentum gener-
ated per unit of weight. The use of the smallest amount of
weight possible to provide airway protection allows the
warm water diver, who is by definition already using mini-
mum weight.

With the use of a weight member as described above,
from any position a distressed diver can be rolled over onto
their back, repeatedly if necessary, with their neck hyper-
extended and their airway positioned free and clear. The
distressed diver is provided with ballast mediated airway
protection which allows only a single, stable, surface posi-
tion. Thus, when the diver cannot protect their airway, they
can count on their counterweight assembly to act as a self
rescue device providing emergency heads up surface flota-
tion. Self rescue requires that at all times throughout the
entire dive or underwater travel that the diver’s gear is
balanced such that their airway will not suddenly become
vulnerable to submersion solely because they have become
a couple of pounds out of balance in the last minutes of the
dive or underwater travel due to the loss of air.

The above described counterweight assemblies roll the
diver over, out of his or her side high airway submerging
position and onto his or her back when the diver is uncon-
scious. Accordingly, from any position the diver is rolled
over onto their back, neck hyper-extended as it drops back,
opening the airway. A diver in balance has a single stable
airway protective righting moment, while a diver out of
balance is susceptible to airway submersion and shallow
water drowning.

By it's variable position, high or low, the above-described
counterweight assemblies also assists in balancing all of the
buoyancy and ballast attached to the diver, creating
improved airway support for the distressed diver, from the
beginning through the end of their dive or underwater
adventure. Diver airway protection is provided regardless of
whether the diver’s gear is attached or dropped in part or in
whole, as may occur in an emergency. The counterweight

“
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assemblies are designed to compensate for loss ballast or
shift in balance to extend airway protection throughout the
dive or underwater travels. Even if the diver is originally
face down and unconscious at the surface, the counterweight
assembly, when properly positioned tends to almost imme-
diately right the diver face up, thus, protecting the diver's
airway should such diver lose consciousness on the surface.

Additionally, a variable displacement device can be pro-
vided for providing additional buoyancy to the diver and his
or her gear to offset any excess ballast that must be attached
to acquire airway protection through ballast mediated airway
management as described above.

Some divers, in particular warm water tropical divers,
may dive with very little ballast. On occasion, the diver
requires a tank mounted ballast that exceeds the amount of
ballast needed to submerge. Some reasons why this is
required includes (1) diver anatomy (i.e. large “Barrel
Chest™); (2) composition of the diver’s cylinder (i.e.
aluminumy); (3) large displacement buoyancy compensator
may require up to eighteen (18) to twenty (20) pounds of
tank mounted counterweight to provided airway protection
yet only require approximately seven (7) pounds to sub-
merge while diving in a bathing suit in warm water; (4) diver
wishes to retain the entire amount of releasabie ballast so he
or she can quickly acquire a net positive surface flotation by
dropping his or her weight belt. In such situations the
addition of buoyancy will allow the diver to retain his or her
releasable weight belt while acquiring the ability to self
rescue, as described above, i.e. protect his or her airway
from submersion if the diver becomes unconscious.
Preferably, the buoyancy added is non-compressible which
can occur through the use of a rigid container built into the
diver’s buoyancy compensator back pack. Thus, the buoy-
ancy means is attached to the diver/gear to offset the
required airway protective tank mounted ballast (weight
member). Preferably, the buoyant means is a rigid, non-
compressible means for the provision of a specific amount of
buoyancy, such as 2 non-compressible foam with permanent
flotation qualities or fixed buoyancy bladder with adjust-
ment inner valve for custom sizing to diver’s buoyancy
needs. Other alternative embodiment include a closed cell
foam. However, with the use of a closed cell foam, as the
diver submerges the bubbles in the foam compress, thus,
reducing the buoyancy and requiring air to be added to the
diver’s buoyancy compensator jacket. The added air needs
to be vented on ascent.

The buoyancy means preferably has a variable volume to
allow for volume adjustments specific to the diver/dive
environment. Additionally a single or multiple buoyant
means can be provided and arranged to enhance surface
flotation attitude.

As seen in FIG. 44, a training device for a tank mounted
counter weight member is shown and generally references as
device 800. A dive instructor during training, such as pool
training, needs to individualize the size and location of the
tank mounted counter weight member for each student
(diver). To facilitate this time consuming process a longitu-
dinal attachment means 800 is affixed to tank 301 with a
quick release coupling means, such as quick side release
buckles 802, thus, allowing for rapid attachment and adjust-
- ment of size and position of weight member(s) 820 which
are housed in sleeve members. Hook and loop fastening
means is disposed on at least a portion of the outer sarface
of the sleeve members for mating with hook and loop
fastening strips 804 and 806 associated with training device
800

The very security that is demanded of the tank mounted
counter weight member when used as a life saving means
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complicates its rapid change and adjustment. As a pool
training aid, speed of adjustments is more important than
security. As such, training device 800 can be preferably
clearly marked with a warning label stating that the device
in not to be used for diving.

The vertical tank mounted attachment means can be
secured by a wide variety of mechanical means, including,
magnetic, zippers, snaps, spring loaded pins, hook and loop
fasteners, etc. For example, a fabric jacket having a strip of
hook and loop fastening means attached along its length can
be provided. Weights in specific sizes can be quickiy affixed
in combination to establish the correct size, then adjusted
vertically to optimize the exact surface flotation position for
hyperextension of the diver’s neck. The weights are not
limited to any specific, but preferably approximately one (1)
or two (2) pounds each.

Training device 800 can be preferably provided with a
vertical index 810 which identifies location, such as a
measurement means from the bottom of tank 301. Thus, the
instructor can inform the student of the exact location where
the weight member should be attached 1o tank 301, as well
as the exact amount of weight required at such location.

The fabric jacket can also be secured by a wide variety of
means. Preferably, hook and loop fastening means is pro-
vided to allow the jacket to be easily attached to a wide
variety of cylinder diameters. One or more adjustable lock-
ing belts can be provided for use with large tank mounted
counter weights, which may be required with centain tech-
nical buoyancy compensators. The jacket may also be
secured by a variety of other means such as belts, buckles,
zippers, snaps, ctc. Furthermore, the inside coating of the
fabric is preferably of a high coefficient of friction to reduce
any tendency of the jacket to slip or slide from proper
position during adjustment and testing of various tank
mounted counter weight member.

FIGS. 45 and 46 illustrate a quick disconnect connector
embodiment generally designated as connector 900. Con-
nector 900 generally includes a male member 910 associated
with a lifting device 902 and a female member 930 com-
monly associated with an inflating hose member of a con-
ventional buoyancy compensator (not shown). Typically,
lifting device 902 is deployed at depth. Lifting device 902
can be any type of device which contains a flotation
chamber, including, raft 96 shown in FIG. 10. When raft 96
is the intended lifting device, male member 910 replaces a
conventional male member 192 (FIG. 10) and which is
shown in greater detail as conventional male member 980
(FIG. 47).

With the use of a conventional connector (FIG. 47), male
member 980 is provided with a groove member 982 for a
locking attachment with female member 930, when the
intended lifting device is to be inflated (i.e. emergency
simation). Once male member 980 is properly connected to
female mémber 930, an activating member 984 presses a
Schrader valve 932 disposed within an internal passageway
934 which extends through female member 930 from its first
end 936 to its second end 938. The activation of Schrader
valve 932 allows air to flow into the flotation chamber of the
lifting device for inflation purposes.

However, with the connection of male member 980 to
female member 930, the user (diver) is also attached to the
lifting device. Under pressure it is often difficult o release
male member 980 from its locking attachment to female
member 930. Thus, as the lifting device begins to ascent, the
diver (user) is placed in a position of uncontrolied ascent,
possibly, leading the diver to one or more of the dangerous
conditions described above.
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As seen in FIGS. 45 and 46, male member 980 is replaced
with a male member 910. Male member 910 includes a first
end 912. a second end 914 and an internal passageway 916
extending through said male member 910 from first end 912
to second end 914. Male member is not provided with a
groove member to avoid the locking problems described in
the previous paragraph. Male member 910 can also be
provided with an outer circular flange member 918 and a
Schrader valve activating bridge member 920.

In use, male member 910 is received within internal
passageway 934 of female member 930 until flange member
918 abuts an outer first end 936 of female member. Thus,
flange member 918 acts as a stop means to properly position
the first end of male member 910 within internal passageway
934 of female member 930. This positioning of male mem-
ber 910 with respect to female member 930 allows bridge
member 920 to activate Schrader valve 932 to allow air to
flow within a flotation chamber of lifting device 940.

Male member 910 is slightly smaller in outer diameter as
compared to the inner diameter of internal passageway 934.
This allows male member 910 to be snugly and tightly
received and maintained within internal passageway 934 of
female member 930, while at the same quickly and easily
releasable. Lastly, outer flange member 918 also serves as a
gripping means to quickly remove male member 910 from
within internal passageway 934 of female member 930 once
the flotation chamber of lifting device 902 is properly
inflated or in the event of an emergency.

FIGS. 53 through 60 illustrate swing keel embodiments
for a ballasted personal flotation device (“BPFD™) which
allows the use of a relatively small (light) keel (weight/
ballast) to enhance comfort and compliance of a personal
flotation device (*PFD") while retaining the efficacy neces-
sary to self rescue a unconscious victim. PFD is defined, for
all of the above and below disclosure, to include all various
traditional personal flotation devices, as well as buoyancy
compensators, and other types of dive gear. While perma-
nent eccentric placement of the ballasting member achieves
enhanced rotation, it leaves the victim floating off to one
side, placing one corner of the mouth in closer proximity to
the waters surface i.c. decreasing freeboard, a parameter
used by testing laboratories to determine PFD efficacy. The
placement of the mobile ballasting moment 1a on a centrally
attached fiexible 2a or rigid arm 11a allows movement of the
keeling member towards cither the left or right side. Once
set in motion the keeling moment gains momentum, accel-
erating the victim about their axis of rotation, towards the
position of greatest stability i.c. where the ballasting
moment is suspended beneath the center of buoyancy rather
than balanced above it and the victim’s airway is conse-
quently positioned out of the water.

The keel’s arm can either be flexible 2z or rigid 11a. The
swing of the keel is preferably constrained such that its
course allows access to the left or right about a caudal arc but
restricted in its cephalic swing such that the ballasting
member cannot strike the victim’s head. The location of
anachment 6a of the keel’s arm can be variable as dictated
by location of the PFD’s buoyant members or the individu-
al’s anatomy, i.e. such as one who has had a lung or limb
removed with its dramatic impact on surface positioning. In
general a central positioning provides the greatest symmetric
freeboard. The keel's range can be limited by rigid 134 or
flexible 52 member that constrains range of motion but
ideally without impinging upon the ballasting member in
such away that it would impair freedom of movement. A

rigid cover 13a is preferred in protecting the head of the -

victim from being struck by the keel and provides reliable
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constraints upon the lateral and posterior range of motion.
To reduce cost, a fabric cover 5a sewn above the keel arm
2a can alternatively be provided and determines the keel’s
lateral and posterior range of motion.

To enhance mobility of the keel a spherical design 1la
promotes easy rotation about its arc, though other shapes are
considered within the scope of the invention. Comfort,
aesthetics and therefore compliance argue for a portion of
the keeling member to be more cylindrical 14a to reduce the
protuberance of the keel from the back of the PFD.

A swivel 3a integrated into the flexible arm 2z or rigid
arm 1lag of the swing keel can be provided to reduce
resistance of the ballasting member rolling along its arc.
Swivel 3a eliminates the opposition to rotation that can arise
from twisting the rigid or flexible arm that attaches the keel
to the BPFD and/or eliminates the drag that can arise as the
keel is skidded or dragged along the surface rather than
rolled.

Modification of the dorsal surface of the PFD into a
complementary convexity 4a further reduces the incidence
of the center of ballast to be stabilized above the center of
buoyancy. While the foam of the jacket could be shaped into
a convex surface 4a to meet this need, the storage of the
BPFD might resuit in the high density keel deforming the
foam, creating a depression with significant memory such
that when the PFD is pressed into use the depression might
entrap the keel allowing the victim to once again be stabi-
lized in a face down position. Ideally convexity 4a is formed
of some rigid material. The rigid surface can be independent
or fused to the PFD’s closed cell foam. Rigid convex surface
4a further reduces the coefficient of friction between rolling
swing keel 1a and the surface of the PFD over which the keel
is rolling. The improved ease of movement of the rigid keel
upon the rigid convexity further contributes to the reduction
in keel mass without sacrificing reliable airway protection.

A rigid container 20a can alternatively contain the bal-
lasting member, to be freed from the constraints of the
flexible or rigid arm. Fully enclosed the ballast sphere 1a
could roll across a surface designed to enhance self-rescue.
In the face down position the keel preferably resides on a
rigid convexity 4a initiating movement to the left or right
lateral gully the lowest point to the left or right upon face
down entry into the water. Upon reaching the lateral gully of
the container the surface would angle off towards the legs or
Caudal gully 222. This inferior movement of the mobile
ballast 12 complements the naturally occurring motion of
the victim where the initial axial rotation is supplanted by a
pendular motion as the legs swing from the flexed position
of the face down position into the extended position of a
victim floating face up. The containers third low point, the
posterior gully 23a would attract the mobile keel from either
the left or right candal gully 224, moving the ballast away
from the back of the victim, establishing then stabilizing the
victim in the safe zone, approximately thirty (30°) degree off
of dead vertical. The dangerous zone is identified as vertical
to less than approximately twenty (20°) degrees off of
vertical, in which position the bhead of the unconscious
victim can flex forward submerging the victim’s face and/or
seriously compromising the victim’s airway. The rigid con-
tainer 13a provides a three-dimensional rigid surface upon
which the keel can easily relocate, directing the mobile
ballast 1a through a progressive series of angled surfaces
compiementing and thereby driving the complex mancuvers
associated first with initiation of rotation then converting the
victim’s rotary motion into a cephalo-pedal swing and
finally stabilizing the unconscious victim in the airway
protected surface position known as the “safe zone”.
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The container if sealed 24a can contribute an inflatable
element equal to its displacement minus the mass of the keel,
to the buoyant means of the PFD. The “neutral” buoyant
mobile ballast “swing” keel can thus be integrated into the
body of the PFD, reducing bulk and thereby enhancing
comfort appearance and therefore supporting the compli-
ance critical to real world efficacy. Any decrement in com-
fort is outweighed by the superior performance of the BPFD
over current PFDs.

The BPFD shifts the onus of rotating the unconscious
victim from buoyancy alone to a system combining ballast
and buoyancy. The secondary gain associated with the
advent of the BPFD is that buoyancy now relieved of the
task of rotation can be relocated from the ventral area to the
peri-cervical-cephalo area where its displacement can be
employed to improve freeboard enhancing victim viability
in an inclement sea state rather than sitting uselessly above
the water line upon the chest of the unconscious victim.
Additionally, with the improved physics of self rescue
accomplished by using a combined ballast/buoyant PFD,
some of the buoyancy previously employed for rotation in
prior art PFDs can be eliminated reducing bulk and further
increasing comfort and compliance.

For the individual occupied around the water
environment, a soft coating of the mobile keel 26a and/or
inner surface 25a of the container can be provided to mute
the sound of the movement of the ballasting member 1a,
promoting day in/day out comfort and compliance while
retaining the advances of BPFD’s reliable airway protection.

Environmental concerns mandate that the keeling
members, ideally of high density comport with environmen-
tal responsibility. Given the life span of the fabric bodice of
the PFD it is preferred that a non-lead keel be selected,
though such is not considered limiting. The corrosive marine
environment can be negotiated by an epoxy coated ferrous
material that would exceed the life span of the other com-
ponent of the PFD and not lead to a lead recovery problem.

There is currently a movement under way to convert the
current complex classification of PFD’s which is Type I
through V into a more succinct and clear labeling of life
jackets, Type A & B. Clear labeling would identify Type A
as Airway Protective and Type B as a Buoyant Aid but not
airway protection. The Type B can be identified with 2
pictograph showing a slash across a victim floating in a face
up position. Complementing the new direction in PFD
nomenclature, a quick release coupling 12a in the swing
keel’s arm Sa can be provided to allow the recreational
boater required to wear PFD to comply with the law by
routinely wearing a Type B Buoyant Aid, but in the event of
deteriorating weather or impending emergency the connec-
tion of ballasting member 1a would allow the boater to
upgrade the performance of their Type B PFD into a Type A
Airway Protective PFD.

For the individual engaged in or about water, mobile
ballast member 1a can be restrained in an inactive position
42a until released in the event of an emergency into its
central active position 44a. Such release converts the BPFD
from Type B into Type A. Ideally the outer shell of the PFD
- 50a continues down towards the waist to envelope a secure
belt 40a to which the inactive immobilized ballast member
41q is secured by a quick release means 42a. In one
embodiment, a pair of hook and/or loop fastening members
can be closed or the immobilized ballast member 41a by a
releasable piece of hook and/or loop fastening member
connected by a pull cord 43a to the front of the BPFD. The
secure belt holding the ballast in close and tight proximity to

20

30

35

45

50

55

65

4

the body of the wearer 8a allows the ballast to be comfort-
ably bome by the hips of the wearer rather than swinging
about on their back. The dual position BPFD is preferably
used with active water sports where the decision to convert
from Buoyant Aid to Life Jacket occurs rarely, in contrast to
the commercial Type A jacket which is only donned in the
event of an impending emergency water entry. -

Additionally the mobile ballast 1z can be specifically

adapted to inflatable PFD where it is stowed and restrained
within the cover. Upon infiation of the buoyant chamber the
mobile keel would be released into its active position.

Some of the advantages achieved with and/or features of

the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 53 through 60 include
the following:

(1) Mobile ballast member integrated into the buoyant
means of a personal flotation device;

(2) Mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by
flexible means;

(3) Mobile ballast member attachable at variable positions
to the life jacket by flexible means;

(4) Mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by
flexible means held in inactive position until released;

(5) Flexible means connected through swivel to ballast
member;

(6) Fiexible means connected through quick release cou-
pler to ballast member;

(7) Mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by rigid
means;

(8) Rigid means connected through swivel to ballast
member;

(9) Rigid means connected through quick release coupler
to ballast member;

(10) Ballast member of spherical configuration to facili-
tate movement along arc;

(11) Rigid convex surface over which ballast member
rolls throughout the arc of rotation determined by
attachment means;

(12) Rigid convex surface integrated with displacement
foam of life jacket:

(13) Rigid cover limiting range of motion of ballast
member;

(14) Flexible cover limiting range of motion of bailast
member;

(15) Enclosed container restricting range of motion of
ballast member;

(16 ) Enclosed container with convex surface—With
second intersecting surface angled caudally - With third
intersecting surface angled dorsally;

(17) Enclosed container permanently sealed off to create
buoyant means, less than, equal to or greater than
ballasting means;

(18) Enclosed container reversibly sealed off to create
buoyant means, less than, equal to or greater than
ballasting means;

(19) Container and or ballast means coated with sound
absorbing material;

(20) Mobile Ballast secured quick release inactive
position—Secured to belt about waist;

(21) Belt loosely connected to PFD contained in Fabric of
outer shell;

(22) Quick release mobile ballast secured to crotch strap
securing PFD to wearer;

(23) Mobile ballast immobilized within storage shell of
inflatable PFD, released upon infiation; and

(24) Inflatable.
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OVer onto their face, once again the kesl wilj seek its lowest
point. suspended directly benearh the center of buoyancy,
restoring airway protection.

There are a wige variety of prior an Jife Jackets, with each
design group unique in how they Iocate bafjast about the
victims neck and torso. What s referred to as the stackable
PFD is a flas pFD that allows €asy stowage. Some Jjurisdic-
tions require the highest rated Life Jackets o roll a face
down unconscious vietim into and airway protected Pposition
within five (5) Seconds in calm fresh water. FIGS. 6]
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relatively simple, reliable attachment meaps for securing
One or more bailast moments to the perimeter of an existing

FD. Without any ballast the existing PFD is a buoyant aid,
Le. only Capable of airway Pprotection if the COnscious wearey

possibly released with the same consequences described
above. Stiffener 1254 supplies critical rigidity necessary to
prevent ballast 100g from sliding from jts position on the
PFD’s Jatera) surface onto PFD’s ventra], dorsal or

ballast is located in a tubular containment mem‘ber 87ait can
be continued to be used indeﬁnitely. allowing its cost and
be .

manj
the field, Sigm‘ﬁcandy the jacket does Dot have to pe
removed in order to convert the jackes from a buoyan: aid
device into a Life Jacket with varying strengths of active self
rescue. FIG. 67 shows 2 “fix” for PFDg currently in exist.

version of stabjlize face down flotarion into face up. In PFDs
of this design an eccentric fixed keel wil] roll the victim off
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their back and onto their side where they become stabilized
in a side high position. However, the unconscious victim’s
flaccid airway is severely fiexed to the point of obstruction
and their airway remains submerged. In this side high
position the victim often rapidly succumbs to Shallow Water
Drowning. Notably both the eccentric fixed and mobile
ballast elements rely upon being located off the midline to
achieve phase one rotation with a minimum amount of
ballast.

As seen in FIG. 61, another embodiment is shown where
an exterior attachment of a semi-circular container 60a
containing a mobile ballast 1g allows existing jackets to
acquire active self rescue. Container 60a and mobile ballast
is of such a design that it can also be used within the cervical
collar of a new stackable PFD. Container 23 and ballast 1
have a longer useful life expectancy than the fabric lives of
several current PFDs. This recyclable feature allows the cost
to be spread out over many jackets and minimizes the
disposal problems presented by high density metals such as
lead. Furthermore, the stackable PFD 664 of FIG. 63 shows
a straight container means 87g within a fabric sleeve 832
attached to a fabric hood 80a secured to stackable PFD 66a
by attachment means 8la allowing an in field fix of an
existing stackable PFD. One advantage of straight container
means 87a is it allows the use of one, two, as well as three
or more mobile ballast elements 1a since they all stack up
the same comer of the PFD. With semicircular 60z contain-
ment means 234, mobile ballast 1a elements are preferably
provided in an odd number (ie. 1, 3, 5. .. ) to prevent an
even distribution of the ballast elements. With only two
elements one could be located at each end effectively
balancing each other out leaving the victim floating face
down. The advantage 10 multiple elements is that the con-
tainer diameter can be reduced allowing easier manipulation
as well as comporting with the size restrictions of infant or
children’s PFDs.

The stacking linear containment means finds slightly
divergent applications in other PFD designs. The multiple
stacking of the ballast elements moves and facilitates con-
tainer 23a relocation as is necessary in effecting the first
phase of active self rescue (i.e. zero (0°) to ninety (90°)
degrees), then the ballast must relocate to the other end to
optimally facilitate phase two of the active self rescue roli(
i.e. ninety (90°) to one hundred eighty (180°) degrees.

While cervical container means 60a and 87a benefit from
being closed in that they contribute displacement in the
critical cephalic area, helping to maintain freeboard, the
distance measured from the comer of the mouth to the
water’s surface, when used within the back of a vest style
PFD, perforated end caps 101a allow the air to exhaust so
that the container’s displacement does not oppose the con-
tainers relocation during the conversion from phase one to
phase two of the active self rescue roll.

Some of the advantages achieved with and/or features of
the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 61 through 67 include
the following:

(1) Eccentric Single or Multiple ballasting means,
Attached to Inherently buoyant, Inflatable buoyant, or
Hybrid buoyant, Personal Flotation device;

(2) Fixed Eccentric ballast means;

(3) (New Construction) Internal or external Integrated
Fixed eccentric ballast member Accessible for place-
ment and or removal, Inaccessible, combination of
partially inaccessible with the option to add additional
ballasting elements;

(4) (Fix of in existing products) Externally Attached
eccentric ballast member, with independent reversible
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or Permanent attachment means, accessible,
inaccessible, mixed;

(5) Ballast Means, cylindrical or spherical for use in fixed
and mobile ballast systems;

(6) Mobile ballast member integrated into the buoyant
means of a personal flotation device;

(7) mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by
flexible means;

(8) mobile ballast member attachable at variable positions
to the life jacket by flexible means;

(9) Mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by
flexible means held in inactive position until released;

(10) Mobile ballast attached midline;

(11) Eccentric mobile ballast member attached at point off
midline;

(12) Flexible means connected through swivel to ballast
member;

(13) Flexible means connected through quick release
coupler to ballast member;

(14) Mobile ballast member attached to life jacket by rigid
means;

(15) Rigid means connected through swivel to ballast
member;

(16) Rigid means connected through quick release coupler
to ballast member;

(17) Ballast member of spherical configuration to facili-
tate movement along arc;

(18) Rigid convex surface over which ballast member
rolls throughout the arc of rotation determined by
attachment means;

(19) Rigid convex surface integrated with displacement
foam of life jacket;

(20) Rigid cover limiting range of motion of ballast
member;

(21) Flexible cover limiting range of motion of ballast
member;

(22) Enclosed container restricting range of motion of
ballast member;

(23) Enclosed container with convex surface—with sec-
ond intersecting surface angled caudally—with third

. intersecting surface angled dorsally;

(24) Enclosed container permanently sealed off to create
buoyant means, less than, equal to or greater than
ballasting means;

(25) Enclosed container reversibly sealed off to create
buoyant means, less than, equal to or greater than

llasting .

(26) Vented non-buoyant container for mobile ballast;

(27) pivoting straight container attached at lateraily,
swinging cephalo-caudal;

(28) container and/or ballast means coated with sound
absorbing material Inflatable;

(29) stiffener means;

(30) asymmetric buoyant means; and

(31) mobile buoyant means.

Individuals employed offshore are often supplied with
whole body thermal protective garments 130g as seen in
FIG. 68. Currently despite the garments massive buoyant
momment such individuals are also required to wear a life

65 jacket. The inclusion of eccentric fixed and mobile ballast

and buoyant means of the present invention allows the
buoyancy inherent in the thermal protective garment 130a to
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fulfill the dual purposes of warmth and surface support. FIG.
68 is a posterior view of one such exposure suit or thermal
protective garment 130a. The traditional neoprene suit of a
wind surfer or water enthusiast is likewise capable of
protecting core temperature as well and is also considered
with the scope of the invention. A ventral eccentric buoyant
means 131a combines with a posterior eccentric buoyant
means 132a 10 help destabilize the face down position. The
addition of muitiple ballast members such as a midline
mobile ballast system 133a with an eccentric fixed ballast
system maybe sufficient for a tight fitting neoprene protec-
tive garment. In the exposure suits designed for north sea
offshore oil rigs there is a need for peripheral ballast
members, 135a and 136a to assure the victim will maintain
a heads up position. Preferably,. the identified direction of
turning is reinforced by the placement of eccentric ballast
such that there is sufficient energy to initiate the first phase
of self rescue, i.e. the size of 136a exceeds 135a. In the
vertical position this difference is negligible.

Some of the advantages achieved with and/or features of
the embodiments illustrated in FIG. 68 include the follow-
ng:

(1) Thermal protective gear with one or more eccentric

fixed buoyant means;

(2) Thermal protective gear with one or more eccentric

mobile buoyant means;

(3) Thermal protective gear with one or more eccentric

fixed ballast means:

(4) Thermal protective gear with one or more quick

release eccentric fixed ballast means;

(5) Thermal protective gear with one or more eccentric

mobile ballast means: and

(6) Thermal protective gear with one or more quick

release eccentric mobile ballast means.

FIG. 69 illustrates a PFD Strap ballast embodiment in
accordance with the present invention. One PFD design that
is popular in children is a yoke type collar PFD or stackable
PFD. The children’s PFD does not lend it self to the same
solution as the adult, i.e. the eccentric fixed ballast locate
along the lateral cervical area. The combination of the
child’'s body density, narrow pulmonary fields and predomi-
nance of mass in the cephalic area makes them resistant to
the lateral ballast moment. FIG. 69 shows the wearer 8a
wearing a stackable PFD 724 held by strap 65a. The ballast
moment is spread by attachment means 142a along the
posterior width of the individual. The ballast may be a lead
shot 1404, though such is not limiting. Lead shot 140a, in a
soft coating, preferably conforms to the body’s surface.
Altemnatively, lead shot 140z may be comprised of small
rigid blocks of ballast such as 141a. The posterior horizontal
distributed ballast means 1424 is located upon the back of
the wearer 8a and held in place from slippage there from by
a stiffener that conforms to the wearer 143a.

Alternatively, in FIG. 70 the child 8a wearing an inflatable
PFD 3l1a achieves the keeling action from mobile ballast
contained within a container 60c with curved surface 4a.
The mobile ballast 1a is preferably attached to both ends
ventilated end caps 150a, which allow water end thereby
avoiding placement of a counterproductive buoyant moment
low on the victim’s back. Mobile ballast 1a is suspended
from diametric points via left flexible means 151z and a
right flexibie means 1522. This dual suspension transfers
across the midline of the victim to the opposite side of the
ballast’s location. FIG. 71 adapts this dual suspension to a
strap attachment means 160a that can be added or built into

the PFD strap 65a. Unrestrained mobile ballast 1a is free to
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roll to either side yet when it reaches the end of its flexible
arm 151a or 152a it exerts a turning force across the midline.
As the self-rescue roll nears the end of the second phase, the
mobile ballast is suspended from both arms and is located in
the midline, swung away from the victim, stabilizing them
in the safe zone. Due to the lack of a container that
invariably restricts motion and consequently location, the
open device can be of smaller size for a given rate of turning.
Some of the advantages achieved with and/or features of
the embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 69 through 71 include
the following:
(1) Horizontal band of ballast, fixed or mobile along PFD
Strap or belt or back of vest;
(2) Body Stiffener conforming sized and conforming to
the wearer;
(3) Mobile ballast suspend from left and right arms;
(4) Attached to PFD Strap;
(5) Contained in ventilated means—With curved surface
beneath mobile ballast

Eccentric ans Mobile Ballast and Bouyancy Parts
List (FIGS. 53 through 71)

1a Mobile Ballast Member

24 Flexible Arm

3a Swivel

4a Curved Surface

Sa Flexible Retaining Cover

6a Arm Attachment Point

7a Life Jacket

8a Wearer of PFD

9a Lower Edge of PFD Fabric Back Panel Covering Ballast
Components

10a Pivoting Attachment Point

11a Rigid Arm

12z Quick Release Coupler

13a Rigid Retaining Cover

14a Conical Mobile Ballast

20a Container for Mobile Ballast Member

21a Lateral Gully Low Point

22a Caudal Gully Low Point

23a Posterior Gully Low Point

24a Airtight Lid for placing/servicing mobile ballast mem-
ber

28a Sound Reducing Coating of inside of Container

26a Sound Reducing Coating of Mobile Ballast Member

27a Surrounding Foam of PFD

302 Stowed Inflatable PFD

31q Inflated PFD

324 Deflated PFD Retaining Cover

40 Secure belt

414 Inactive Immobilized Ballast Member

422 Quick Release Retainer Means

43a Quick Release Activation Means—Pull Cord

44a Activated—Mobile Ballast Member

804 Continuation of Outer Shell of PFD

51a Loop Portion of Hook and Loop Fastening Member/
Quick Release Means

52a Hook Portion of Hook and Loop Fastening Member/
Quick Release Means

53a Crotch Strap

60a Semi-Circular Container

61a Foam Pad insulating end cap

62a Resealable End Cap

63a Flexible Fabric Joint between Thoracic-Ventral and
Cervical-Dorsal

64a Ventral Buoyant Means

N
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65a PFD Strap

66 Yoke Collar Style or Stackable PFD

67a Resealable Closure for container

68a Cervical Foam Pad

69a Semicircular Fabric Hood

70a Resealable Closure Means

71a Layers of closed cell foam

72a Cervical collar of stackable PFD

80a Fabric Hood

81a Hood Attachment means

822 Tube Cap

83a Tube Sleeve Cover

84a Tube Sleeve Cover Opening

85a Tube Sleeve Closure Means, Loop Portion of Hook and
Loop Fastening Member

86a Tube Sleeve Closure Means, Hook Portion of Hook and
Loop Fastening Member

87a Straight tube Containing Mobile Ballast

88a Second Mobile Ballast Element

90a Ventral Surface of PFD

91a Posterior Surface of PFD

92a Cervical Buoyant Means Embedding Container means

93a Posterior-Medical End of Container Means

94a Ventral-Lateral End of Container Means

100a Eccentric Fixed Ballast Means

101a Ballast Container Means

1024 Sealable Container Cover

110a Eccentric Inaccessible Mobile Ballast Element

111a Eccentric Accessible Mobile Ballast Element

120a Mounting Means for addition of Ballast, Strap

121a Antachment Point of Ballast Belt

1222 Secure Closure Means

123a Safety Cover for termination of Ballast Beit

124a Bailast Belt for secure mounting of eccentric ballast

125q Stiffener Means

1264 Eccentric Ballast Attachment Means

130z Thermal Protection Garment

131a Ventral Eccentric Buoyant Means

132a Postetior Eccentric Buoyant Means

133a Midline Mobile Ballast System

1342 Eccentric Fixed Ballast System

135a Single Eccentric Peripheral Ballast Means

1362 Multiple Eccentric Peripheral Ballast Means

140a Shot Ballast

141a Solid Block Ballast

1424 Posterior horizontal distributed ballast means

1434 Stiffener sized to conform to wearer

150a Ventilated End Cap

151a Left Flexible Arm

1524 Right Flexible Arm

160a Attachment means for muitiple suspended mobile
ballast
As seen in FIGS. 72 through 90 a combined ballast and

signaling device which is neutralized by attachment to an

eccentrically buoyant PFD is disclosed and generally des-

ignated as reference numeral 15, It is recognized that the role

of the eccentric or midline, fixed or mobile, ballast or

buoyant moment confers improved airway protection upon

personal flotation devices (“PFDs”), which have been

- defined above. It is disclosed herein that the ballast associ-

confer a synergistic dual advantage enhancing airway pro-
wcﬁonaswellasenhancingvis'bﬂitytosearchandme
efforts.

Standards agencies have not only approved but require
that certain types of PFDs particularly commercial Safety Of
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Life At Sea (“SOLAS™), Off-Shore Type 1 Life Jackets carry
a lighting or illumination means 25 for assisting in the night
time search and rescue efforts of individuals lost at sea.
Other individuals making Ppassage on lightly crewed vessels
camry telemetry devices 40 that awaken sleeping crew
alerting them to a man over board situation as well as
demarcating their position on an electronic locating device
aboard the vessel. Others advise carrying personal EPIRBS
25b (a signaling device) for assisting their being located day
or night while adrift. These and other devices routinely
attached to the PFD when specifically sized and located can
supply the ballast that is critical in order to replace PFD
stabilized airway submersion with active self rescue. ie. a
PFD that is capable of reliably rolling an unconscious
victim’s face out of the water without their assistance or
reliance upon sea state to initiate the Life Jackets turning.
Since every PFD requires a different ballasting arrange-
ment as previously disclosed, certain PFD designs may
require the ballasting/powering element 245, 375 to be
comnected to the light, strobe, transmitter, etc., preferably via
aconductive cable 23b. Other PFDs, because of their design,
lend themselves to a easier solution in which the batteries,

while concurrently providing wearer operable access to the
signaling device. If necessary, an additional battery 115 or
baneriesmnbeaddedtoassm'ethattherequisitcballast
requirement is met for active self rescue. Additionally, the
materials for the container 12p might be selected to help

effects of water within the
device, the ing medium can be selected to meet or
exceed the specific gravity of water so that the entire volume
of the containment iti

ballasting moment rather than sealing in air which would
redncethenetballaszmomeuLAvaﬁablysizedhigh density
plungbcanbeaﬂachedasrequiredbytheindividmlPFD
to meet the PFD’s specific ballast needs, i.c. the remainder
of the ballast and signaling device remains constant but if a
parﬁcularbmdPFquuixesZIbs.insteadofl Ib., a
different plug 135 can be attached. Attachment means 165
allows quick and secure retrofitting of PFDs in the field.
Attachm:ntmeanslecanbeanarmmember.prefmbly
rigid, whose distance from the PFD can be varied allowing
the attached appliance increased range of motion and there-
foreinatasedeﬂicncyinimpmedmtaﬁonalencrgy per unit
mass of the combined ballast and appliance.

AnewPFwa.ldloealegrommetstospecifytheexaa
location of existing ballasted appliance identifying where a
baﬂmedappﬁmnwdsmbeanachedinordcrtoassme
ballast mediated airway protection. O-ring sealed switch 175
allows opération by the wearer. Alternately, the appliance
device may be water activated in the event of unconscious
water entry.

Ballasted signaling device 15 can be instantly mounted
such as by a locking hook and loop fastening strap member
5borsafetypinslGomoPFDscunenﬂyintheﬁelda1lowing
aﬁxtoairwaysubmsionﬂmdoesnotmsultinthe
attachment of yet another device to the PFD where it not
onlycltmexstheappemncebutmayconﬁlscanobtlmded
individual ing to differentiate their strobe light from
their ballast fix (i.e. in the event of hearing a search and
rescue vehicle approaching at night). Given the difficutty
associatedwiﬂ:u'yingtochangemgNatorystandardslo
allow the attachment of a purely ballasting member to a PFD
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with its concomitant reduction in the net buoyancy of a life
jacket, a combined ballast appliance device 16 of the present
invention, only slightly augmented with additional ballast if
necessary, can be immediately shepherded into the field
without the paper work and time required to change inter-
national standards to accommodate the consequential reduc-
tion in the net bucyancy that would occur upon attachment
of ballast on PFDs in the field. With newly constructed
PFDs, the placement of the additional eccentric displace-
ment means 1015 on the ventral leg opposite the side where
the ballast moment is attached 1005 will neutralize any
effective net loss of buoyancy.

Additionally, the intentional placement of a buoyant
member 2b, 345 on the PFD can supplant or complement the
need for a ballasting member in order to achieve active self
rescue. _

Buoyancy can be located in several places such as along
the ventral midline of the victim 345, where it alone or in
combination destabilizes the airway submerged face down
position. As previously disclosed a midline buoyant bubble
wants to rise to the surface, shifting the wearer sufficiently
off center so that the main buoyant elements of the PFD,
with or without attached ballasting means, can come into
play and thereby roll the victim over into an airway pro-
tected position. :

Furthermore, an eccentric placement of a buoyant mem-
ber 34b, 2b may take advantage of the differences of the
right pulmonary fields preponderance of displacement ver-
sus the left lung field which is reduced by the volume of the
intrusion of the pericardial sac with its fluid and muscular
contents. While there is a predictable incidence in which the
location of the heart is reversed, it typically is not a factor
to be ignored in positioning.

Any container sized, sealed and or selected so as to be
sufficiently buoyant, such as the device purely for displace-
ment 34b or one with altemnate function such as a means of
illumination 2b, can be located in either a midline or
eccentric position and if of sufficient buoyancy it alone can
shift the vicim out of the zero (0°) degree face down
position. Obviously, separation of a products buoyant
moment from its ballasting moment and thereby positioned
to optimize turning, could combine in a synergistic fashion
to accomplish enhanced airway protection while assisting in
search and rescue. If additional batteries are needed for
ballast purposed, they can also provide for extended opera-
tion or increased brilliance and range of signaling devices,
that may also prove life saving.

As part of the responsibility for tuming over the uncon-
scious victim is borne by ballast, the buoyant means can be
redistributed to where more of its displacement is located
about the head and neck 33b. In this place, increased
freeboard is achieved for a given displacement PFD. A side
entry PFD as seen in FIG. 76 allows the central ventral
position to be occupied by an asymmetric ventral buoyant
means 345 where the displacement mimics a horse collar life
jacket. The central preponderance creates an instability of
the face down position and drives the first phase of seif
rescue, 0° to 90° degrees. The lateral ventral component
only has to be sufficient to power the rescue through phase
2, 90° to 180° degrees. Complementing this is the dual arm
mobile ballast battery means 37b which is attached across
the victims midline so that the rotational energy will be
applied past 90° degrees. The mobile ballast comes back to
a central position once the victim reaches 180° degrees or
face up. The cephalo-cervical cradle 33 becan be securely
snugged up by the wearer operating straps 3 Ib locking the
head from rolling off to the side. Secure and correctly
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positioned straps and fasteners are preferably provided to
prevent the wearer from slipping down in the PFD.
Furthermore, a crotch strap 4 1b with secure fastener means
42b is also preferably provided for keeping the buoyant
moments in their correct position on the flaccid victim.

FIG. 77 shows a current configuration for a yoke collar
style PFD, generally designated as reference numeral 505,
which includes three pieces of foam that currently comprise
each layer, one cervical piece 5 Ib and two ventral pieces
52b. This configuration has been grand fathered in to its
current position as an industry standard based on ease of
sewing and assembly. Configuration 50b stacks all the foam
joints bilaterally in the lateral cervical area. In FIG. 72, the
locking attachment means 5b not only secures the combined
ballast and appliance device and stiffener to the outside
perimeter where it prevents the ballast and combined sig-
naling devices migration from the ideal point of attachment,
the stiffener also preferably structurally ties together the
ventral and cervical foam of the PFD. As seen in FIG. 87 the
stiffener can be shaped as a right angle where the anterior
stiffener 655 can be neutrally buoyant while the lateral
stiffener 60b can be constructed out of a high density
material and thereby comprise an internal fixed ballast. The
combination of stiffeners on two sides preferably locks the
combined ballast and signaling device securely to the PFD.

FIG. 77 illustrates a relatively simple solution for a newly
constructed PFD which preferably includes additional units
of ventral foarn piece 52b. In a SOLAS grade PFD, depend-
ing on the thickness of foam selected by the manufacturer,
as little as two additional pieces of foam on top of the usual
8b piece construction produces enough of a difference in the
left versus right ventral buoyant members to shift the flaccid
victim off center and thus initiate phase one of active self
rescue.

Another cost effective configuration for a newly con-
structed PFD, is a PFD built from a simple two piece foam
layer arrangement 53b then stacked as in FIG. 84. This
eliminates the lateral joint and thereby allows the attachment
of the lateral ballast a more complete purchase on the ventral
and a portion of the cervical displacement means.

Adding considerably to the complexity of sewing the
fabric shell and then stuffing that fabric shell with the foam
layers, are the foam layer stacking arrangements as shown in
FIGS. 82 and 83. An oversized base layer 56b as seen in
FIG. 85 allows the anterior coated fabric shell 615 and the
posterior coated fabric shell 62b to be sewn through the
foam base layer integrating the PFD structurally. Currently
PFD fabric is uncoated allowing it to stretch and loosen
resulting in increased laxity of the cervical-ventral joint. A
coated one side fabric can greatly extend the life of the PFD
and if the applied SOLAS tape were sufficient and the
coating was -placed outside there can be fabric protection
form UYV, petroleum products, salt water, etc. Depending on
whether the PFD is designed to be classified as a PFD that
will be required to carry a signaling device, the stiffener can
be in part or completely comprised of high density ballasting
means 605 which can be joined to the fabric and foam at the
peripheral seam or encased in a pocket along the side of the
PFD. A binding tape 615 covers and reinforces the joint. The
combined ballast and signaling means 1b is secured via
fastener means 64b at the ideal site as determined by the
arrangement of buoyant means in a particular PFD.

Compliance from a child asked to wear a PFD all day long
may necessitate greater flexibility of the lateral cervical joint
as in the alternating stacking arrangement of FIG. 83, yet the
base layer and alternating layers supply improved structural
integtity to the foam elements that must effectively receive
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and transfer the rotational energy from the ballast means to
the victim. FIG. 82 shows a stacking arrangement which will
confer even greater rigidity on the ballasted side since there
are no lateral cervical joints. While this results in less
flexibility and comfort it increases efficacy per unit mass of
ballast. On the opposite side of FIG. 82 all the joints lie in
a line conferring greatest flexibility for ease of entry allow-
ing the PFD to flex about this joint while donning the device.
PFDs constructed as in FIGS. 82 and 83, as do all PFDs,
benefit from the inclusion of an eccentric fixed buoyant
moment in the side opposite from the side carrying the
ballast moment. This can be achieved through the use of
foam pieces such as 52b or 555 as sown in FIG. 77.

Certain Types of PFDs designed for commercial cold
water use where the wearer is likely to be wearing thermal
protective clothing can include the foam layer stacking
arrangement. FIG. 81 is comprised of solid single pieces S7b
resting upon an oversized base layer 560 and sometimes
capped by another oversized layer conferring the greatest
PFD structural rigidity short of solid foam. The use of layers
confers a real advantage in conforming the PFD to the
wearer and in adjusting to movement by the wearer as the
PFD is bent over the wearer and as the wearer bends, twists
etc. Ideally such a stacking arrangement includes the mini-
mum buoyant offset such as foam piece 55b, to assure
minimal performance under ideal conditions, i.e. tester
wearing only a bathing suit as it currently is the sole testing
standard despite its short comings when mapped to a real
world disaster in the open ocean.

The reduction or elimination of the lateral cervical joint
allows the rotational energy of the combined ballast and
appliance to more fully applied to rolling the PFD and
wearer into a face up position. In current PFDs a lot of the
energy is used to deform the fabric shell twisting the lateral
cervical joint. The energy that is transferred impacts prima-
rily either the posterior cervical part 5 1b or the ventral foam
part 52b where it acts independently and if the ballast is
insufficient to the PFD inadequately attached to the wearer,
the ballast will be suspended below the buoyant component
allowing the airway to remain submerged. Current PFD
foam layer structure requires unnecessarily excessive ballast
to be attached in order for the PFD shell to first be twisted,
next the ventral component moved then the cervical before
the victim can be rolled into an airway protective position.

Ideally, the yoke collar style PFD shape can be retained
yet free board optimized while keeping the ballasting appli-
ance to 2 minimum by using a stacking arrangement as
shown in FIG. 79. As shown, the PFDs foam layers build
upon an oversized base layer 56b. Succeeding layers then
alternate partial single piece layers §5b such that there is a
preferential build up of displacement behind the head and
neck of the wearer. Depending on how many layers are
stacked, this can result in an effective conversion of ventral
displacement means toward the neck where it can now be
used to enhance free board rather than sit out of water upon
the chest of the victim where the majority of the ventral
foam can be found and where it does not contribute to
displacement or free board. This stacking arrangement in a
finished PFD is shown in FIG. 86. The inclusion of two
additional ventral elements on one side relative to the other
- incorporates the fixed eccentric buoyant means necessary
and sufficient to meet minimal turming performance. Posi-
tioning the combined ballast and signaling device on a
vertical pivoting attachment along the opposite ventral
buoyant means improves the aggressiveness of the airway
protective turning moment of such a PFD.

The efficacy of the PFD, as measured by its airway
protection. is enhanced if the buoyant ventral means 1605,
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which in FIG. 86 is shown as the right side of the PFD, is
constructed with enhanced displacement relative to the left
side or ballasted ventral means 1015, This creates an eccen-
tric fixed buoyant means that destabilizes the face down
position. If the PFD’s differential ventral buoyant means are
adequately designed and constructed, an eccentric inherently
buoyant PFD can be sufficient to provide airway protection.
Ideally, the combination of a ventral buoyant discrepancy
combined with a correctly located and attached combined
ballast and signaling device provides the PFD with a brisk
and reliable rotation of the victim out of the face down
position and into the face up position with the least amount
of physical divergence from the currently configured PFD as
stowed aboard many commercial vessels.

The above advantages as detailed in the PFD constructed
from foam layers applies to the solid foam PFD. The
enhanced ventral buoyant moment complements the cor-
rectly positioned ballast or combined ballast and appliance.
That combined efficacy allows for a shift of some of the
displacement towards the head and neck where it increases
the distance from the waters surface to the victim’s airway.

Towards further securing the effective application of
energy per unit of ballast 15 towards effective self rescue
rotation, is cinching strap 72b, which encircles the ventral
stacked foam layers on the ballasted side of the PFD. Once
the PFD is placed on the wearer the foam layers slide into
their final position at which time strap 72b is now tightened,
compressing the foam layers. Once the strap is tightened it
connects the stacked layers to the oversized base layer where
they connect to the fabric shell and combined ballast and
signaling means. A second strap 73b can also be provided
and encircles the opposite ventral stack further unifying the
PFD structurally. Certain body types and or use of thermal
protective clothing, make the in water vertical position
markedly stable and may require an additional posterior
cervical mobile or fixed ballast device 75b, similarly
attached to the base foam layer and fabric shell of the PFD.

For an individual working in foul weather wearing sig-
nificant amounts of clothing it can be important to further
amplify the rotational energy supplied per unit mass of a
ballast regardless of its source. FIG. 87 illustrates an exter-
nally applied rigid lever arm 80b with an attached 90° degree
stop 815 that prevents the ballast from swinging past the 90°
degree point. In the active position the ballast is moved away
from the victim’s axis of rotation and held in this position of
greatest rotational impact on the face down victim. A second
significant advantage of amplifying the ballast's impact by
moving it outboard is that it lengthens the lever arm from the
vertical axis, generating the additional leverage needed to
pry the flaccid victim out of the face forward siump. When
the victim is vertical in the water column in what is called
the ‘PFD Dangerous Zone’, i.e. 0° to 20° degrees from
vertical, just before losing consciousness there is a strong
tendency for the victim to slump forward when they pass
out. If the victim slumps forward he or she may hang from
their PFD, airway crimped and face in the water, where he
or she may quickly drown. With the swing ballast at its
greatest distance from the victims vertical axis, the victim is
rocked off to the side where the ventral buoyancy is now free
to rise towards the surface, swinging the person on their
back, airway protected.

Arm 80b and stop 81b are preferably connected to a
ballast plate 825 upon which can be mounted an attachment
cover supporting a range of additional ballasting devices via
a quick release attachment means 86b for securing a simple
ballast 87b or a2 combined ballast and appliance such as is
shown in FIG. 73. The swing arm is attached by a secure

C

T
@ @ of g > puges

POgi

.q

)

1S m
o



Case 0:03-cv-61798-PAS Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 1$f01/2003 Page 161 of 167

US 6,558,082 B1

57

locking means such as might be comprised of an outer jaw
85b and inner jaw 88b. A stiffener of ballasting stiffener 605
improves the conversion of the torque applied to the tubular
arm guide 835 into rotation of the wearer rather than into
deformation of the PFD. FIG. 88 shows an integrated
eccentric mobile swing arm with a combined ballast and
appliance device 1b with additional ballasting power supply
115, regulated by switch 3b power signaling/illumination
device 2b. The tubular hinge 83b is preferably secured to the
over sized top layer of foam further improving the transfer
of the kinetic energy of the ballast into rotation of PFD
buoyant means. As the efficacy per unit mass is advanced the
buoyant means of the PFD can be reallocated from sub-
serving the responsibility of rolling over the obmnded victim
to support the flaccid victim’s head and neck, i.e. buoyancy
can be removed from ventral means 715 and placed behind
the head and neck 70b conferring increased freeboard or
distance of the victim’s nose and mouth from the water line.

SOLAS Life Jackets when used commercially are
required to carry an illumination or signaling device, a
preferred embodiment of such is shown in FIG. 89 demon-
strates how the combined ballast and signaling means is
divided into a long arm that extends towards the rear of the
wearer. At the extreme end of the long arm is located the
highest density ballast so that when the combined ballast and
signaling device swings about attachment means 165 that
pivots freely through mounting means 915, the ballasted end
is moved laterally to the point furthest from the axis of
rotation. Alternatively, when the victim is floating face up,
the long arm of the ballast end swings the device back
adjacent the lateral edge of the PFD which now positions the
short buoyant arm straight up so that the illumination means
2b is out of the water and visible from 360° degrees. If the
victim enters the water face down or is rolled over onto their
face by a wave, the long arm of the device swings out
approximately 90° degrees moving the ballast to its optimal
position of approximately %0° degrees to the victim's axis of
rotation. In this position, the ballast is maximaily effective at
applying torque to the victim and their PFD in order to rotate
their face out of the water. As the Jong arm of the ballasted
end of the device approaches 90° degrees the short buoyant
arm is simultaneously moved medially where the impact of
the buoyancy is reduced to its minimum in terms of oppos-
ing active self rescue. The short buoyant arm of the com-
bined ballast and signaling device preferably acts as a 90°
degree stop arresting the swing from perpendicular to hori-
zontal relative to the ventral face of the PFD. In the stop
position, the short buoyant arm of the device rests against
the face of the PFD. FIG. 90 shows a preferred embodiment
where the short arm buoyancy is reduced to its practical
minimum thereby reducing the need for offsetting ballast.
Once the victim is rolled over into a face up position, the
ballast swings back in reducing the ballast’s distance from
the victim’s axis of rotation thereby reducing the ballast’s
impact or lowering the comer of the mouth of the victim
towards the water (i.e. thereby maintaining as much free-
board as possible).

FIG. 90 also illustrates a secure and simple mounting
means for a combined ballast and appliance. Preferably, a
sewable plastic piping 92b is integrated into the seam of the
PFD spaced to accommodate the appliance’s hinge means
91b. The section of tubing can be die cut to be removed
leaving the sewable flange so that the space for the appliance
can be consistently close for optimal support yet sufficient to
allow easy assembly. Hinge pin 93b serves multiple func-
tions; it secures combined ballast and signaling device 15
through the sleeve means integrated into the PFD 92b in 2
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secure but preferably releasable manner. It rigidifies the
cervical-ventral joint. The placement of muitiple sewn in
sleeves 92b which contain their hinge pin 935, with or
without a combined ballast and appliance device, can supply
rigidification of the cervical-ventral joint complementing
PFD turning due to ballast(s) at other locations.
Furthermore, when sleeve means 92b is sewn onto the
oversized foam layer 63b it further advances the transfer of
the positional energy of the ballast into rotation of the
PFD/victim reducing the amount of ballast required for
reliable active self rescue.

PFD with Attached Combined Ballast and
Signaling Parts List (FIGS. 72 through 90)

15 Combined ballast and signaling means

2b Continuous or stroboscopic illuminating means

3b Wearer operable appliance switch

4b Elongated battery containment means

5 5b Locking attachment means for securing ballasted
signaling device

6b PFD wearer

7b Yoke Collar Style PFD

8b Cervical Side Joint stiffener

9b Cervical joint strap and stiffener for non-ballasted side

10b Light source

115 Additional ballasting batteries

125 Thickened high-density wall of container

13b Variably Sized High density plug

14> High density water excluding packing medium

15b O-Ring sealed threaded connector

16b Secure attachment means

17b O-Ring Sealed Switch

28b Vest Style PFD

21b Mobile ballast battery container means

22} Single attachment point

2356 Conductive cable connecting ballasting batteries to

appliance

24b Additional parallel ballasting batteries

25b Signaling Device

305 Cephalic Cradle portion of second buoyant means

315 Dual securing straps for cephalo-cervical buoyant cradle

32b Cervical cradle portion of second buoyant means

335 Cephalo-Cervical Cradle

34b Asymmetric ventral buoyant means

35b Dual securing means for ventral buoyant means

36b Thermal protective inner liner for two part PFD

37b Dual arm mobile ballast battery means

38) Ballasting battery units

39b Right arm attachment point

40d Appliance

415 Crotch strap

42b Sccure-Fastener Means

50b Existing foam components for Yoke Collar Style PFD

515 Cervical foam component of a traditional Yoke Collar
Style PFD

52b Ventral foam component of Yoke Collar Style PFD

53b Alternate configuration for foam layer showing Single
Posterior-Cervical Joint

54b Alternate foam layer configuration showing two piece
layer with Single Side Cervical Joint

55b Alternate Single Piece layer combining cervical and
ventral components .

56b Over sized single piece base foam layer

57b Regular sized single piece foam layer

60b Combined Internal Ballast Component and lateral Stiff-
ener

61b Ventral Coated Fabric Cover
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62b Dorsal Coated Fabric Cover

634 Binding Tape

64b Combined Ballast and Appliance Fastener means

65b Anterior Stiffener

70b Amplified Cervical Displacement means

71b Relatively reduced ventral displacement means

72b Ballast attachment side, PFD Foam Layer Compressing
chest strap

73b Alternate side PFD Foam Layer Compressing chest
strap

74b Chest strap retainer guide

80b Rigid Swing Arm of mobile ballast

815 90 degree Range of Motion Stop

82b Internal Ballast Plate

835 Tubular liner guide

844 Ballast Attachment cover

85b Locking Attachment means for mobile swing ballast and
lever arm

86b Quick Release attachment means for ballast

87b Ballast means

88b Inner Locking Jaw

90b Buoyant arm of device

91b Hinge Pivot means of appliance

92) Sleeve means integrated into PFD

93b Hinge pin means

94b Hinge pin retainer means

95b Reduced Volume Buoyant Arm

96b Die cut sewable plastic sleeve means

1005 Enhanced non-ballasted ventral component

1015 Relatively diminished ballasied ventral component

Some of the advantages achieved with and/or features of the

embodiments illustrated in FIGS. 72 through 90 include the

following:

(1) Combined Rotational and Functional Ballast attached
to Life Jacket;

(2) Ballast that is comprised in total or part by power
supply means;

(3) Ballast that is comprised in total or part by signaling,
illumination or appliance means;

(4) Ballast that is comprised in total or in part by con-
tainment means;

(5) Ballast that is comprised in total or in part by high
density component to offset buoyant functional com-
ponents;

(6) Ballast that is comprised in total or in part by neutral
or negative packing fluid/gel;

(7) Ballast that is comprised in total or in part by high
density stiffener/attachment means complementing
functional ballast means;

(8) Fixed midline functional ballast/power supply/
appliance;

(9) Fixed eccentric functional ballast/power supply/
appliance;

(10) Mobile midline functional ballast/power supply/
appliance;

(11) Mobile eccentric functional ballast/power supply/
appliance;

(12) Dual Arm Mobile functional ballast/power supply/
appliance;

(13) Ballast power supply connected to remote appliance;

(14) Attached buoyant device eccentric;

(15) Attached buoyant device midline;

(16) Eccentric shaped midline buoyant means;

(17) Independent cephalo-cervical buoyant cradle means;
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(18) Buoyant thermally protective inner shell of PFD;

(19) Rigid arm attachment means for mobile eccentric
functional ballast/power supply/appliance;

(20) Interchangeable variable rigid arm length of attach-
ment means for mobile eccentric functional ballast/
power supply/appliance;

(21) Flexible arm attachment means for mobile eccentric
functional ballast/power supply/appliance;

(22) Neutrally buoyant ballast and foam means attached at
opposite sides to PFD;

(23) Placement of ballast offsetting foam in ventral leg
opposite of site of ballast attachment;

(24) Reduced single sided lateral cervical joints, through
foam layer design(selection, construction);

(25) Reduced bilateral cervical joints, through foam layer
design;

(26) Eliminate s single sided lateral cervical joints,
through foam layer design;

(27) Eliminates bilateral cervical joints, through foam
layer design;

(28) Oversized foam base layer sewn into fabric shell of
life jacket;

(29) Oversized foam top layer sewn into fabric shell of
life jacket;

(30) Alternating incomplete foam layers increasing cer-
vical displacement relative to ventral displacement;
(31) Alternating incomplete foam layers increasing the
buoyant lateral ventral displacement relative to the

opposite ballasted ventral side;

(32) Alternating incomplete foam layers increasing both
cervical displacement means relative to ventral and
increasing the buoyant lateral ventral displacement
relative to the opposite ballasted ventral side;

(33) PFD of solid foam construction with eccentric dis-
placement means;

(34) PFD of solid foam construction with left right ventral
components of unequal displacement means;

(35) PED of solid foam construction with cervical and
ventral components of unequal thickness of displace-
ment means;

(36) PFD of solid foam construction with eccentric dis-
placement means where side with attachment means for
ballast or combined ballast and appliance device is
reduced relative to the opposite ventral means;

(37) PFD of solid foam construction with eccentric dis-
placement means where side with attachment means for
ballast or combined ballast and appliance device is
reduced relative to width and or thickness and or length
of the opposite ventral means;

(38) PFD of solid foam construction with eccentric dis-
placement means where side with attachment means for
ballast or combined ballast and appliance device is
reduced relative to wedge shaped opposite ventral
buoyant means;

(39) Ballast sided foam layer compressing strap means;

(40) Bilateral foam layer compressing strap means;

(41) Rigid swing arm with stop;

(42) Rigid swing arm supported by tubular hinge;

(43) Rigid swing arm with attached ballast component;

(44) Fabric encased ballast plate;

(45) Tubular fabric webbing encased ballast plate/
framework;
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(46) Dual eye ballast attachment points for attaching
ballasted signal device;

(47) Stiffener attached to swing arm hinge;

(48) Rigid swing arm with stop artached to inherent
buoyant means;

(49) Wearer operable ballasting appliance attached to
rigid swing arm with stop;

(50) Water activated ballasting appliance attached to rigid
swing arm with stop;

(51) Appliance housing with Horizontal mounting means;

(52) Appliance housing with Horizontal mounting means
paralleling illumination means:

(53) Appliance housing with Horizontal mounting means
paralleling signaling means;

-(54) Appliance housing with Horizontal mounting means
paralleling appliance means;

(55) Mounting means of Ballasted signaling device sepa-
rating housing into buoyant and ballasting sections;
(56) Mounting means of Ballasted signaling device sepa-
rating housing into short buoyant and long ballasting

sections;

(57) Container means of combined ballast and signaling
device with reduced buoyant illumination component
of short buoyant arm that stops against the anterior face
of PFD;

(58) Container means of combined ballast and signaling
device with enhanced ballast at extreme end of long
ballast arm that stops at the greatest distance from the
PFD axis of rotation;

(59) Pivot means dividing combined ballast and signaling
device into buoyant anterior stop arm and ballasted
rigid posterior swing arm;

(60) Dual position ballasted signaling device, ballast
lateral in prone position;

(61) Dual position ballasted signaling device, ballast
medial in supine position;

(62) Buoyant signaling means forward of pivot means;

(63) Buoyant signaling means forward of pivot means
adapted to lie parallel to anterior face of PFD in active
position;

(64) Buoyant signaling means forward of pivot means
adapted to extend perpendicular to PFD in face up
position and lie along anterior face of PFD in ballast
active face down position;

(65) Dedicated ballast and Power located ballast posterior
of pivot means;

(66) Sewable plastic sleeve hinge component means;

(67) Die cut sewable single piece hinge component;

(68) PFD with integrated hinge means;

(69) PFD with plastic sewn in hinge means;

(70) PFD with multiple standardized hinge components;

(71) PFD with ventral cervical hinge component with
hinge pin;

(72) PFD with ventral cervical hinge component with
rigid hinge pin;

(73) PFD with ventral cervical hinge component with
semi-rigid hinge pin;

(74) PFD with ventral cervical hinge component with
hinge pin with combined ballast and appliance device;

(75) Illumination or appliance strap means that splints one
or both lateral cervical joints;

(76) Stiffener means externally applied that splints one or

both lateral cerical inints;
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(77) Stiffener means integrated during construction that
splints one or both lateral cervical joints;

(78) Attachment means stiffener on both lateral and
anterior sides;

(79) Lateral attachment means stiffener constructed of
high density material;

(80) Anterior attachment means stiffener constructed of
low density material; and

(81) Non Infiatable PFD constructed of coated fabric.

The instant invention has been shown and described
herein in what is considered to be the most practical and
preferred embodiment. It is recognized, however, that depar-
tures may be made therefrom within the scope of the
invention and that obvious modifications will occur to a
person skilled in the art.

We claim:

1. A counterweight assembly for providing heads up
surface positioning of a person, said counterweight assem-
bly comprising:

a weight member; and

means for antaching said weight member to a personal
flotation device, the personal flotation device worn by
the person;

wherein said weight member rotates the person to ensure
heads up surface positioning if the person becomes
incapacitated;

wherein said weight member is a combined ballast and
signaling device.

2. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said

personal flotation device is a life vest.

3. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
personal flotation device is eccentrically buoyant and said
combined ballast and signaling device are neutralized by
attachment of said personal flotation device.

4. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
personal flotation device is a buoyancy compensator.

5. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
personal flotation device is a life jacket.

6. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
personal flotation device is an inflatable garment.

7. The counterweight assembly of claim 1 wherein said
personal flotation device is a garment wom by a person in
the water.

8. A counterweight for providing heads up surface posi-
tioning of a person, said counterweight comprising:

a weight member adapted for non-releasable attachment
to a personal flotation device by a person while being
worn by the person;

wherein said weight member aids in rotating the person to
easure heads up surface positioning if the person
becomes incapacitated.

9. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said

personzl flotation device is a buoyancy compensator.

10. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
personal flotation device is a life jacket.

11. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
personal flotation device is an inflatable garment

12. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
personal flotation device is a garment worn by a person in
the water.

13. The counterweight assembly of claim 8 wherein said
personal flotation device is a life vest.
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14. A buoyancy compensator comprising:

a buoyancy compensator body member; and

at least one weight member secured to said buoyancy

compensator body member;

wherein said weight member aids in rotating a person

wearing said buoyancy compensator body member to
ensure heads up surface positioning if the person
becomes incapacitated.

15. The buoyancy compensator of claim 14 wherein said
at least one weight member is secured to said buoyancy
compensator body member such that it is non-releasable by
a person while the buoyancy compensator weight member is
worn by the person.
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16. A buoyancy compensator comprising:

a buoyancy compensator body member; and

at least one weight member secured to said buoyancy
compensator body member;

wherein said at least one weight member is secured to said
buoyancy compensator body member such that it is
non-releasable by a person while the buoyancy com-
pensator weight member is worn by the person;

wherein said weight member aids in rotating the person to
ensure heads up surface positioning if the person
becomes incapacitated.
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CO-INVENTOR/ASSIGNOR: WILLIAM L. COURINEY
Residence Address: 1990 Highway One

Elk, California
CO-INVENTOR/ASSIGNOR: ROBIRTM. CARMICHAEL
Resience Address: 940 N.W. Firg Street

Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311
ASSIGNEE: THECARLFIGH RAECORP.
Status: Small Entity
Add:ess: 940 N.W. Firg Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33311
TITLE OF INVENTION; WATER SAFETY AND SURVIVAL SYSTEM
U.S Patent No.: 5,855,454
Issued: Janwary §, 1999
TITLE OF INVENTION: WATER SAFEIY AND SURVIVAL SYSTEM
U. S. Patent No.: 6,530,725
Issued: March 11,2003

TITLE OF INVENTION: COMBINED BALLAST AND SIGNALING
DEVICEFOR A PERSONAL FLOTATION DEVICE

U.S. Patent No.: 6,558,082
Isswed: May 6, 2003

The Co-Inventors/Asignors are the owners of the above-referenced claimed inventions and
owners of the above-referenced United States Patents, and the Assignee is desirous of acquiring the
same. In consideration of Ten Dollars ($10.00) and other good and valusble consideration, the
Assignors hereby assign to the Assignee, inchuding its successors, assigns, heirs, administrators, all of the
Assignor's right, title and interest in and to the claimed inventions reflected in the above-identified
United States Patents, inchxiing the right to sue for damages for all past infringement occurring prior to

the execurion date of this Assigiment; and

The Assignors agree to execute any papers or perform any acts required to establish, vest or
protect the Assignee's rights therein or required by Assignee to obtain said patents, without any
additional payment therefor, but without any expense to Assignors.

. CO-INVENTOR/ASIGNOR:

Date A~ \
WILLIAM L. COURTNE ‘\
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