
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

 
 

BORGWARNER INC., and ) 
BORGWARNER MORSE TEC INC., ) 
  ) 
 Plaintiffs, ) 
  ) 
 v. ) Civil Action No.    
  ) 
HILITE INTERNATIONAL, INC., ) 
AISIN SEIKI CO., LTD., and ) 
AISIN AUTOMOTIVE CASTING  ) Jury Trial Requested 
TENNESSEE, INC., ) 
  ) 
 Defendants. ) 
 
 

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

 Plaintiffs BorgWarner Inc. and BorgWarner Morse TEC Inc. (collectively "BorgWarner" 

where appropriate) file this Complaint for Patent Infringement against Hilite International, Inc. 

("Hilite"), Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd. and Aisin Automotive Casting Tennessee, Inc. (collectively 

"Aisin" where appropriate). 

The Parties 

1. Plaintiff BorgWarner Inc. is a Delaware corporation having its principal place of 

business in Auburn Hills, Michigan.  BorgWarner Inc. has facilities and offices located in the 

State of Illinois and/or in this Judicial District, in Frankfort, Illinois; Addison, Illinois; Bellwood, 

Illinois; and, Dixon, Illinois. 

2. Plaintiff BorgWarner Morse TEC Inc. is a wholly-owned subsidiary of 

BorgWarner Inc. having its principal place of business in Ithaca, New York. 

3. Upon information and belief, Defendant Hilite  is a Delaware corporation having 

its principal place of business in Cleveland, Ohio.  Upon information and belief, Hilite is 
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transacting business in this Judicial District by selling variable camshaft timing ("VCT") 

components to automotive manufacturers, such as General Motors, for vehicles that are sold and 

used in this Judicial District and thus practice the subject matter claimed in the patent involved in 

this action. 

4. Upon information and belief, Defendant Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd., is a corporation 

organized under the laws of the country of Japan having its principal place of business at 2-1, 

Asahi-machi, Kariya, Aichi, Japan.  Upon information and belief, Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd., is 

transacting business in this Judicial District by selling variable camshaft timing ("VCT") 

components to automotive manufacturers, such as General Motors, for vehicles that are sold and 

used in this Judicial District and thus practice the subject matter claimed in the patent involved in 

this action.  Upon information and belief, Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd., has three wholly owned 

subsidiaries and/or business units operating in Marion, Illinois, under the names Aisin 

Electronics Illinois, LLC, Aisin Mfg. Illinois, LLC, and Aisin Light Metals, LLC. 

5. Upon information and belief, Defendant Aisin Automotive Casting Tennessee, 

Inc., is a Tennessee corporation having its principal place of business in Clinton, Tennessee.  

Upon information and belief, Aisin Automotive Casting Tennessee, Inc. is transacting business 

in this Judicial District by manufacturing variable camshaft timing ("VCT") components, which 

are sold to automotive manufacturers, such as General Motors, for vehicles that are sold and used 

in this Judicial District and thus practice the subject matter claimed in the patent involved in this 

action. 

Jurisdiction and Venue 

6. This is an action for patent infringement arising under the patent laws of the 

United States, Title 35, United States Code, including 35 U.S.C. §§ 271 and 281-85. 
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7. Venue properly lies in this Court under 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b). 

8. Defendants have sold components for use in vehicles that have been sold and used 

within the State of Illinois and this Judicial District.  On information and belief, Defendant Aisin 

Seiki Co., Ltd., operates at least three facilities within the State of Illinois, and otherwise does 

business within the State of Illinois.  Defendants are therefore subject to the personal jurisdiction 

of this Court. 

The Patent In Suit

9. On March 12, 1996, the United States Patent and Trademark Office duly and 

legally issued U.S. Patent No. 5,497,738 ("the '738 patent"), entitled "VCT Control With A 

Direct Electromechanical Actuator," to Edward C. Siemon and Stanley B. Quinn, Jr.  

BorgWarner Inc. owns all right, title and interest in the '738 patent, and has the right to recover 

for past and future damages from infringement.  A true and correct copy of the '738 patent is 

attached as Exhibit 1. 

10. The relevant claims of the '738 patent at issue here relate to an electronic control 

system for an automotive engine.  The control system permits adjustment of the phase angle of 

the engine camshaft relative to the phase angle of the engine crankshaft to provide what is known 

as "variable camshaft timing" in the engine.  The patented control system of the '738 patent is 

found in numerous vehicles made, used, sold, imported, and/or offered for sale in the United 

States and in this District. 

COUNT I -- Infringement by Hilite 
 

11. BorgWarner hereby repeats and realleges the allegations contained in preceding 

paragraphs 1-10, inclusive, as if fully set forth herein. 
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12. Hilite has infringed and continues to infringe, contributorily infringe and/or 

induce the infringement of the '738 patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale and/or 

importing into the United States variable camshaft timing components, including without 

limitation, cam phasers, electronic solenoid valves, and/or sensors (collectively "VCT 

components"), which are combined with other components to utilize the patented invention. 

13. Hilite and/or its subsidiaries and/or operating units have sold these variable 

camshaft timing components to vehicle manufacturers in the United States for incorporation into 

engines and/or vehicles that are manufactured, used and/or sold in the United States; to vehicle 

manufacturers for incorporation into engines and/or other vehicle components, which are 

subsequently imported into the United States and assembled into a vehicle, which is made, used, 

sold and/or offered for sale within the United States; and/or to engine and/or vehicle 

manufacturers for incorporation into engines and/or other vehicle components, which are 

subsequently incorporated into vehicles that are imported into the United States and/or sold 

within the United States.  One example of this infringement, without limitation, is the 

manufacture, use, sale, importation and/or offer for sale of Hilite VCT components to General 

Motors Corporation for use in the General Motors 2.4L (I4) engine, which is used in vehicles 

such as the Pontiac Solstice and Chevrolet Cobalt, among other vehicles. 

14. Hilite has been given appropriate notice of the '738 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 287. 

15. Hilite and/or its subsidiaries and/or operating units have infringed the '738 patent 

willfully, making this an exceptional case and justifying the assessment of treble damages 

pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284 and the award of attorney fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285. 
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COUNT II -- Infringement by Aisin 

16. BorgWarner hereby repeats and realleges the allegations contained in preceding 

paragraphs 1-10, inclusive, as if fully set forth herein. 

17. Aisin has infringed and continues to infringe, contributorily infringe and/or 

induce the infringement of the '738 patent by making, using, selling, offering for sale and/or 

importing into the United States variable camshaft timing components, including without 

limitation, cam phasers, electronic solenoid valves, and/or sensors (collectively "VCT 

components"), which are combined with other components to utilize the patented invention. 

18. Aisin and/or its subsidiaries and/or operating units have sold these variable 

camshaft timing components to vehicle manufacturers in the United States for incorporation into 

engines and/or vehicles that are manufactured, used and/or sold in the United States; to vehicle 

manufacturers for incorporation into engines and/or other vehicle components, which are 

subsequently imported into the United States and assembled into a vehicle, which is made, used, 

sold and/or offered for sale within the United States; and/or to engine and/or vehicle 

manufacturers for incorporation into engines and/or other vehicle components, which are 

subsequently incorporated into vehicles that are imported into the United States and/or sold 

within the United States.  One example of this infringement, without limitation, is the 

manufacture, use, sale, importation and/or offer for sale of Aisin VCT components to General 

Motors Corporation for use in the General Motors 3.6L (V6) engine, which is used in vehicles 

such as the Cadillac CTS and Cadillac STS, among other vehicles. 

19. Aisin has been given appropriate notice of the '738 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 287. 
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20. Aisin and/or its subsidiaries and/or operating units have infringed the '738 patent 

willfully, making this an exceptional case and justifying the assessment of treble damages 

pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284 and the award of attorney fees pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 285. 

Demand for Jury Trial

 BorgWarner requests a jury trial of any and all issues triable of right by jury. 

Prayer for Relief 

 WHEREFORE, BorgWarner respectfully requests the following relief: 

a. the entry of judgment that awards to BorgWarner damages incurred by reason of 

Hilite's acts of infringement, including increased damages for willfulness up to three times the 

amount;  

b. the entry of judgment that awards to BorgWarner damages incurred by reason of 

Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd.'s and Aisin Automotive Casting Tennessee, Inc.'s acts of infringement, 

including increased damages for willfulness up to three times the amount;  

c. awards to BorgWarner its costs and expenses of this suit, including reasonable 

attorney fees for bringing and prosecuting this action;  

d. permanently enjoins Hilite and its officers, employees, agents, parents, 

subsidiaries, affiliates and all persons in active concert or participation with it from further acts 

of infringement of the '738 patent; 

e. permanently enjoins Aisin Seiki Co., Ltd., and Aisin Automotive Casting 

Tennessee, Inc., and their officers, employees, agents, parents, subsidiaries, affiliates and all 

persons in active concert or participation with them from further acts of infringement of the '738 

patent; and 
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f. award of such other and further relief as the Court deems just and proper. 

 Respectfully Submitted, 

 s/ Tracy A. Braun 
 Hugh A. Abrams 
 Richard T. McCaulley, Jr. 
 Tracy A. Braun 
 SIDLEY AUSTIN LLP 
 One South Dearborn Street 
 Chicago, IL  60603 
 Telephone: (312) 853-7000 
 Facsimile: (312) 853-7036 
 
 ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFFS 
 BORGWARNER INC. and 
 BORGWARNER MORSE TEC INC. 
 
 
Dated: June _13_, 2007 
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Exhibit 1 
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