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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT pycpASL W. DosBING
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINSMRK, U.8, DISTRICT couny'

EASTERN DIVISION
05C*5393
TIRAEBOERL0

MAGISTRAFE J, G;E‘v
GERALDINE SOAT BROWN
JURY DEMANDED

CIIARLES L. HINDS, an llinois resident,

Plainttit,

V.

CENTENNNIAL PRODUCTIONS, INC..a
Minnesota corporation. d/b/a
healthandfitnessnews.com,

Pelendant.

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT (U.S. Patent No. 6,192,965)

NOW COMES the PlaintilT CIIARLES 1. HINDS (“HINDS?), by his attorncy,
Mark E. Wiemelt, and for his Complaint states as follows:

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. The present Complaint arises under an action for damages and injunctive
relicf against Delendants for violation of the Federal Patent Laws, 35 U.8.C. §1 et seq.

2. This Court has jurisdiction aver the subjeet matter by virtue o' 28 UJ.8.C.
§§1331and 1338(a).

3. 'l'hilr'-; Court has personal jurisdiction over the Delendant pursuant to the
llinots Long Arm Statute (735 H.CS 5/2-209) and. therefore, the Delendant resides in
this jurisdiction. On information and belief, Defendant has done and is doing substantial
business in this jurisdiction, including initiating and conducting negotiations with
PlaintilT and Plaintiff's cxclusive license regarding potential licensing of the patent-in-

sut in this jurisdiction, offering, sclling and delivering infringing devices in this
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jurisdiction, and introducing infringing devices into the strcam of commerce with
knowledge that they will be used in this jurisdiction.

4. Venue lics in this District by virtue o 28 U.8.C. §§ 1391(b), 1391(c) and
1400(b).

PARTIES

5. PlaipG{t LTINDS is a resident of Tallula, Iinois.

0. Upon information and belief. Defondant CENTENNIAL
PRODCUTIONS, INC. is @ Minnesota corporation, having a principal place ol business
located at 21 Bridee Square, Westporl, CT 06880, and is doing business as
healthandfitnessnews.con.

CLAIMS

7. Plaintiff HINDS is the sole owner of the entire right, utle and interest in
United States Patent No. 6,192,965 (“the "965 Patent”), duly and legally issued to HINDS
on February 27, 2001, and entitled w/[PPERED SHOWER CURTAIN,” a copy of which
is attached hereto as Fxhibit A.

8. IIINDS is in compliance with any applicable marking and notice
provisions ol 35 U.5.C. § 287

9. LIINDS has not licensed or permitted Delendant Lo prachice any of the
legal rights pranted under the “965 Patent.

14). Defendant has full knowledge of the ‘963 Patent.

11. Upon intormation and belicf, Defendant, individually and in concert wath
others. has made, used, offered to sell, licensed, and/or sold, within the Umted States,

devices which infringe of one or more claims of the “965 Patent under 35 U.8.C. § 271,
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literally and/or under the doctrine of equivalents, including the Zip N Clean shower
curtain liner .

12. Upon information and belicf, Defendant’s inlringement of the *965 patent
ts willful and deliberate.

13. Upon information and beliel, Defendant will continue to so infringe the
"965 Patent unless and until enjoined lrom such infringement by this Court.

14. By reason of and as a direct result of Defendant’s infringement of one or

more claims of the *965 Patent, Plaintiff HINDS has suffered. and will continue to suffer,

substantial irreparable harm to the value of the patent rights, the full exient of which is
currently unknown. urthermore, Defendant has benefited from said uniawlul
infringement and will likely continue to be so unjustly enriched unless and until enjoined
by this Court,

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plattiff HINDS demands trial by a jury ol twelve in this matter.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHERETFORF, Plaintitf HINDS prays for the following relief

A For a judicial determination that Defendant hags infringed on¢ or more
claims of the 965 Patent:

B. For damages under 35 11.8.C. §284 adequate to compensate Plaintift [or
Delendant’s infringement of the *965 Patent, total Ing not less than a
reasonable royalty, together with prejudgment interest and costs,

. For an award trebling the damages pursuant to 35 U.S.0. §284 as a result

of Defendant’s willlul infringement of the ‘065 patent;
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For an assessment against Defendant of PlaintifT"s altorneys” fecs,
including all costs and expenses, under 35 U.S.C. §285, for Defendant’™s
infringement of the 965 Patent;

Ior a permanent injunction, enjoining Defendant, its officers, agents,
servants, cmployees, and all persons in active concert or parlicipation with
them, from infringing any ol the claims of the ™ 965 Patent under 33
U.8.C. §283;

For an Order that Defendant file with this Court and serve on counsel {or
HINDS, within thirty (30) days ol the entry of said injunction, a report in
writing under oath setting forth in detail the manner and form in which
Defendant has comphed with the injunetion; and

For such other and further relief as this Court may deem equitable and as

justice may so require, considering, [or example, the enhanced stock

valuation Delendant have received through its tortuous acts.
Respectfully submitted,

CHARLES [ ITINDS

By:

One ol His Aﬁﬂfncys

Mark F. Wicmelt

Law Qffices of Mark E. Wiemelt, P.C.
10 South LaSalle Street, Ste, 3300
Chicago, lllinois 60603

(312)372-7664

E-mail: mark@wiemeltlaw.com
Atty. #06208213
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1
FAIPPERED SHOWER CURTALN

BACKGROUND OF T INVENTEON

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates woa new and hoprovid
shower cunain. More specifically, the nvention is dirceted
tey a shower curlain which is remoevably attached to g valanes
by a zippur The valanee js attached 10 and suspended from
a lrizental rod [ oa shower stall or facilily by rings or hooks
which pass throvgh apertuees ) the valance.

2. Deseription of the Related Art

Numergus inventions have hererofore boen praposed
which include curtiing that are casy (0 hang and (o remaove.
Ilowever, cach af the prior an inventions have been foend
wanting i one or more particulars. Tno particular, these
inventions have cmploved cooperating strips of hook and
Inop material (eg., VELCRO™) which secure o curtain o
a hanger device. Although hook and loop material is vasily
attachable and detachable, it lacks streopth, I oo mueh
foree is apphied in pulling ona cuelain which i attached o
w hanper by hook and loop matecial, the book and loop
wiaderin] wan detached from cach other, causing the
uiwanted removal of 1he ¢uriain. This ean especislly be s
problem for a shower curlain because the user pulls on the
curtain in order W open or close i o additivn, o maoy of
thwst prive anl devives, s0ps are used for the attachment of
the curtain to the hanger. Howewver, snaps have many draw-
hacks. Attaching a corlain 1o @ hanger using snaps can b
lime consuming because a wser must (ind the correspoudiong
snip hole far sach snup. Additionally, snaps may be dilticull
for people with anthrilis o use.

Tlence, (here is a need o the art Dor a showr enrtain which
15 easily alluched aud removed [ g valanee, Thore s also
u need in the art Bor a shower curtain which is sceurely
altached to g valanwe.

I is w primary object of the prerent ipvention 1o provide
a now and improved vippered shower curtain.

A further nhject ol the present mmvention s o provide a
shower curlain which s casily removable from a valanee.

Another obyeet of 1he jnstant invention is 10 provide o
showet curlain which 5 casily alachable 1 o walanee.

A turther object of the present fmvention is 1o prowvide 4
zippered showar enrtain in which the shower cunain s
seglirely attached 10 4 valunce.

Annther ohjea. of the instanl invention is W provide a
zippered showered curlain in which the wipper i made of
Plasitic s that i does oot st

A further objeet of the pressat inventian s o provide a
gippered shower curtain which s convenient Lo use Tt is
therefore an object af the present invention o provide an
improved zippered shower cortads which bas all the advan-
tages af the prior art and oene ol s disadvantagzcs,

These wpether with other objeets of the invention, along
with the varions faatures of novelty which characienze the
invention, are pointed out with pariicularity in the detailed
deseription annexed 10 and forming o part of this disclosune.
Feir a hetter understanding of the invention, ils operating
acvatages and the specific objeots allained by it uses,
relerence should be had W the sccompanying drawings amd
descriptive malier in which there is iBostrated o preferred
ernbudiment ol the isvention.

SUMMARY OF INVLENTION

A broad aspeet of the invention comprises a zippescd
shwer curain, One cmbodiment of the nvention utilizes &
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wippered  shower curlain which comprises a valanee, o
curlain, and a aipper which removably attaches 1he curtain
o e valaoee, The valaoey, the eurtain, and the zipper ace
penecally commensveate i length with cach ather, The
valanee ingludes a plurality of spaced apart aperiures proxi-
mate w the top edgs of the valance. The valance 15 artached
ey undt suspended (rom a horrontal rod by a plurality of
rings which pass though the aperiures.

Lugther embadinents of the lovention will be diseussed
hereslter. In olber cmbodiments of the present invention, the
wipper is made of plastic. In another embodiment of the
preseul nvention, books are used as e atachment means
w atlach the vadaoes w e borigontal rod,

There has thus been outllined, rather hroadly, the more
irnpurtant Leatures of (he lnvention i order that the detailed
descriprion thereof that follows may be better uaderstood,
and o order thal the present contribution o the art may be
better approciawed, There ace, of eourse, additiooal feares
ul the fnveution thal will e Juscribed bereinalter and thal
will form the subject matter of the tnvenion. Those skilled
in the artwill approciate that the eanception, upnn which this
diselusure 18 based, may reacily be wtilived as g basis for ihe
designing of other devices [or carrying oul the several
purpuses of the present invention. Tt s tnpoctant, theretore,
that the invention be eganded as inehding such coquivalent
construgtions nsofar 4s they do nnt depart from the spidl
and scupe ol the present disclosure.

BRIEL IESCRIFIION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE [TRAWINGS

The toregoing and other additional vhjeas ol the pressnt
invention will be readily appreciated by those slilled (nthe
art upon paiming an understanding ol the invention as
described in the {olkowing detailed descriplion and showo in
the accompanying drawings in which:

UIG, L illustrates a froot vicw of the zippered shower
cirlain.

IIG, 2 ilustrates an cnlarpoment of an arca of the zip-
percd ghimcr cugtain as iodicared in FIGL T

IETALLED DESCRIFTION OF THE
TNVENTION

While: the invention may be suscepiible 1o embodiments
in chfferent fomms, thene s shown inthe drawings, and herein
will be described in detail, specific embuodiments with the
wnelerstancing that the present disclosure is to e considercd
an exemplification of the principles of the invention, and s
A Lorteieded 10 Limit the iovention oo that as illusteated and
deseribed herein.

Relerring 1o the drawings, FTG. 1 iHustrales a xippered
shower curtain penerally as I The zippercd shower curtain
10 in this prefened erubodicuent comprises o valuopee 12, 2
curtain L4, and a zipper 16,

In the preferred cmbodiment, & curtain 1d 15 removahly
attached to a valaoee 12 by o zipper 16. 'The valance 12
ineludkes an upper cdge 18, a lower cdpe 20, and & plirality
of aperiures 22, "The plurality of aperiures 22 are couidis-
tantly spaced apart and located praximate 10 1the npper edge
18 of the valance 12, The aperlures 22 of the valanoe 12
aeeommodate rings 24 or S-hooks 26 (nol shown) which
prass thiroweh the apertures 22 of the valance L2 and suspend
the valance 12 fram a horizootally disposed rod 28 located
ina shower stall or facility, The exact oumber of aperiices
22 and rings 24 or S-hooks 26 is not of paramount
importagee, Tt it is comumen scosical that the number of
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aportures 22 should matet e aumber of tlngs 24 or 5-hooks
26 nsedd therefor. To the preferred vmbodiment, the valance
12 s Dexible and substantially wectangular in shape, and s
ponerally commensurate in length with the Length ol the
horvontally disposed rod 28,

‘Mhe valance 12 conld be made of loth fabric, plastic, ar
plastic coated fabric. 1L is most prelerable thal e va lance 12
comprise ol a plasidc or plasic coated clath fabeic material,

Ln the preferred embodimest, the curlain 14 ingiudes an
upper edas M. In the preferred embodiment, the curtaiu k4
i Mexible and sulstantially wootangular in shape aml is
generally commensneale o longth with Lhw Jenglh ot the
valance 12, The enrtain 14 eonld be made of Cuth fabric,
plastie, ar plastic coated cloth [abric. 1t is most preferable
thal the curtain 14 comprse of @ plastie or plastic coated
loth Fabric material. 1 is #lso preforable thal the curlain 14
ermprise of the sauw material ag the valane 12.

“The sipper 16 includus a plurality ol wipper teeth 32, 4

gipper slider 34, and a zipper slider pull b 36. The ipper

Leeth 32 of the zipper 16 are attached w the valancs 12 and
w e enrtain L4 by tupes 38, db {as sbown in PTG, 2).The
valanee tape 38 afiixes a plurality of 2ippor etk 32 10 the
Jrwer edac 20 of the valance 120 The curtain Tape 40 allizes

a plutality of zipper teeth 32 1o the uppe vdpe 30 ol the

curtain 14, The valanoe tape 38 s lixed in any suitable way
tor the Lower sdge 2000f the valauee 12, while 1he curtain tape
A0 5 fixed in any silahle way 1o the upper cdge 30 of the
curtain 14, The wipper 16 is generally commensure in
Yength with the lengih of the valanee 12 and the length ot the
curtain 14 The zipper 16 conld be made of metal or plasic.
1L is most prolurahle that the zipper 16 comprise of 4 plastic
subslance.

Sl referring to FIG, 2, the zipper slider pull tab 36 is
pivotally counneeted to the zipper slidue 34, The zipper teeth
32 are adupted 10 be woved o and Trom Lheir ioterlocking
positions by the displacement of the wipper slider Mol the
cipper 16, The cipper slider 38 engagres wod clisengages the
wipot teoth 32 by the pulling of the zipper slider pull taly 36
aver the zipper teeth A2,

The curtaln 14 is seeured to the valanee 12 by (he
cugagement of the zippec teelh 32 ol the zipper T The
curtain 14 is attached to the valance 12 when the zipper leeth
32 of the zipper 16 ase cngaged, The sipper teeth 32 arc
engaged by pulling the zipper slider 34 by (he zipper slider
pull takr 36 [rom the start edge 42 of the wippered shower
curtain 1 wowards the slop edas 44 of the zippered shower
cwtain 10, As the sipper slider 34 passes over the Zipper
il 32, it eusages the wippor leeih 32, Onee the Zippur

slider 34 reaches the stop wdge 44 al the zipper 16, the Fipper s

teeth 32 are fully eopaged, altaching the curtaid 14 10 the
valance 12

The curigin 14 s removed [rom the valunes 12 by (he
discapagement of the zippor leeth 32 ol ty Zipper 16, The

curtain 14 is detached rom the valance 12 when Lhe zipper

teeth 32 of the zipper 16 are disengaged, The wipper teeth 32
are disengaged by pulling the ipper slider 34 by the vipper
shider pull 1ab 36 tfrom the stop cdpe 44wl the wippered
shivwer curtain 10 fowards the start edge 42 ol the zippesed
shower cutlain 10, As U zipper slider 34 pussss over e
rippat teeth 32, it disengages the zipper Locth 32 Oneg ihe
vippur slider 34 reaches the staft vilge 42 of the vipper 16,
the wipper leeth 32 wre [u)ly diseugagerd, detuching The
curtain 14 from the valaowe 12

Onee the curtain 14 s attaghed W Lhe valance 12w farm
the sippercd shower cuntain 10, as shown in FIG. 1, uts novel
acheantages will become apparent. o oo, the curtain 141s
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casily removable from and attachable o the valance 14 for
replacement of cleaning of the eurlain 14, The zipper woth
32 ut the wipper 16 are mome seeurely cngaged than hook and
loop material, prevenling e accidenlal remaoval of the
curlain 14 trom he valanes 12, The zipper 16 is stronger amd
mare secun: than book and loop material.

The rippered shawer curlain can be suspended [tom a
hurizontally disposed ro in a shower stall or fagility without
roquiring aperiures or dongs or Locks in (he curtain for
attaching the curtain lo the rod. This extends the life of the
curlain by eliminating torn apertures which an resuil [iom
the hanping or rernoval of the custain. Another advantape of
the vippered shawer curtain s the unenmplicated removal of
the cortain for cleaning. Persons with arthritis ¢an maore
casily allach and remove the eurlain withoul paig, This
would he bencticial for use in hospitals or pursing hoes.

While (he invention has boen deseribed in conneetion
with a preferred embodiment and scveral alwernative
embudiments, it will be understond that it is ool intended
thal the invention be limited o lhose cmbodiments, On the
coptrary, it is intended w gover all allernatives, modilicu-
tions and ¢quivalents as may be included withie the sl
anel seupe of the invention as disclnsed.

As (o the manner of usage and nperalivn of the inslant
invemion, same should be apparent [oom the abuwi
disclosure, and accordingly oo Turlber diseussion relevart lo
the manner of usage and nperation of the instant invention
sliall he providud.

With respect 1o the ahove deseriplion e, 11 is o be
realized W4l the optinem dimensional relationships for the
parts of the inventian, 1 incTide variations i s1ve, malerials,
shapo, Torm, Tunction and manoer of aperation, assembly
and use, are deemed readily appargnt and obvious to one
skilled in e art, and all cquivalent relationships 1o those
ilustrated in the deawings and described in the specifieation
are dntemided w be encompassed by the present inveution.

Thegetore, ihe furcgoing is considered illusteative of ouly
the principles of 1he invention, Furlbern since oubsions
metifications and chunges will readily oceur ko those gkilled
in Lhe att, it is ool desired 1o limil the invention w the exacl
consuuetion and aperation shown und duseribed, and
accurdingly, all suitable modilications and cquivalents may
be resarted Lo, Calling within the seope ol the invention,

The foregoing discussion is illustrative of the iavention.
Thowever, since many embodiments of the vention can he
made without departing Cromw 1he spiril and scope ul the
investion, the invention resides whaelly i the elaims here.

I claim:

1. A wippered shower curlain adapred 10 he supportod on
a horizentally disposed rod with a phurality of attachrent
means, the rippered shower curlain comprisiog;

a. u substantially rectangular valanee, said valanse having
an upper vdge., @ lower edge, and 4 plurality of spaced
apan aperiurcs subsiantially proximate o sakd upper
wdpe af said valance;

h. a curtain substantially rectanpular in shape and gener-
ally commensurate in length with the length ol said
valupes, said custain haviug an upper edge; and

o, 2 vipper generally commensurate in length with 1he
length af said valimee and the Jength of said curtaiy,
saidd wipper baving a plurality of sipper testh, said
ripper teuth heing fixedly disposed in couporative
cnyagement helween said lower edge of said valapes
and said upper cdpe of said curain,

wherehy said valimee is adapled o be atlached to said rod
by ssid attachment means which passes through satd
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e a zipper penerally comménsarale in kength with the
length of said valanes aud the lengtl ol the curtaiw, said
zipper having a plurality af zipper teeth, said Fippur
teelh being fixedly disposed in cooperative engagement
between said lower wdyge of said valance ad said upper

plurality af apertures of said valance, and suid upper
edye of said cugtain is removably atlached to said tower
ez of said walanee by the engaguement of sajd ipper
eelh of suid wipper,

2 A /.I]?pL[I:.d shower curtyjn wrnpnmn_g. _ 5 edye of said curtain,
a. i substaulially rectyngular valane, said valanog having, whetcby said upper vdge of said curtain is removably

am uppar cdge andt & lower edpe; attached 1o said lower cdae of said valance by the
b. & cuctain substantially reclangular i shape and gener- enpagemenl of sald zipper oth of said wipper,

ally commensuraic in lengih wilh the lenpth ol said

valance satd curtain having a0 vpper edge; amd ok ok w ow




