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BUTZEL LONG, APROFESSIONAL CORPORATION, ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT
AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiffs Jo-Dan International, Inc., and Henry Milan for their Complaint
against Defendants Eveready Battery Company, Inc., Technuity LLC also known as

Technuity, Inc., and Powertech Industrial Co., Ltd., state as follows:
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I. PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. Plaintiff Jo-Dan International, Inc. (hereinafter “JDI”) is a Michigan
corporation with its principal place of business in Auburn Hills, Michigan.

2. Plaintiff Henry Milan (hereinafter “MILAN") is an individual residing in
Rochester Hills, Michigan.

3. On information and belief, Defendant Eveready Battery Company, Inc.
(hereinafter “EVEREADY") is a Delaware corporation with its principal place of
business at 533 Maryville University Dr., St. Louis, MO 63141.

4, On information and belief, Defendant Technuity LLC is also known as
Technuity, Inc. and is an exclusive licensee of the EVEREADY ENERGIZERe Surge
Protection and Protection lines, among other product lines (hereinafter
“TECHNUITY") and is an Indiana corporation with its principal place of business at
6024 W, 79" Street, Indianapolis, IN 46278.

5. On information and belief, Defendant Powertech Industrial Co., Ltd.,
(hereinafter “POWERTECH") is a Taiwanese Company with its principal place of
business at 10F, No. 407, Chung Shan Rd., Sec2, Chung Ho City, Taipei Hsien
(TW),

6. On information and belief, personal jurisdiction over EVEREADY is
properly founded on EVEREADY doing business and committing acts of
infringement, contributory infringement and inducing infringement within the Eastern

District of Michigan.

000043376\0069\657242-1
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7. On information and belief, personal jurisdiction over TECHNUITY is
properly founded on TECHNUITY doing business and committing acts of
infringement, contributory infringement and inducing infringement within the Eastern
District of Michigan.

8. On information and belief, personal jurisdiction over POWERTECH is
properly founded on POWERTECH doing business and committing acts of
infringement, contributory infringement and inducing infringement within the Eastern
District of Michigan.

9. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States. This
Court has jurisdiction under U.S.C. §281 and 28 U.S.C. §1338. Venue is proper
under 28 U.S.C. §1400 (b) and 28 U.S.C. §1391(c).

Il. COUNT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

The Patents in Suit

10.  Plaintiffs reallege Paragraphs 1-9 as fully set forth herein.

11.  Plaintiff MILAN is the owner of U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,854,989 (“the
‘089 patent”) filed December 6, 2002 and issued February 15, 2005, and entitled
“Pop-Out Qutlets for Surge Protection Devices,” a copy of which is attached to this
Complaint as Exhibit A,

12. Plaintiff MILAN is the owner of U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,872,086 (“the
‘086 patent”) filed October 30, 2003 and issued March 29, 2005, and entitled “Pop-
Out Outlets for Housings,” a copy of which is attached to this Complaint as Exhibit B.

The ‘086 Patent is a Divisional Patent of the ‘989 patent cited in Paragraph 10 above.

000043376\00691657242-1
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13.  Plaintiff JDI is the exclusive licensee of MILAN's ‘989 and ‘086 patents.

Activities of Defendants

14.  On information and belief, Defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive
licensee TECHNUITY have manufactured for sale the EVEREADY ENERGIZER®
Surge Protection and Protection lines under the Energizer ER-S600 and ER-S700
brands that infringe the ‘989 Patent and the ‘086 Patent and have offered for sale,
sold and delivered the EVEREADY ENERGIZER® Surge Protection and Protection
lines and the Energizer ER-S600 and ER-S700 brands in this District and nationally
(and internationally) via the internet, among other points of sale, without leave,
license or permission of Plaintiff MILAN or JDI and have caused and will continue to
cause irreparable harm to MILAN and JDI, and accordingly, Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI
are without adequate remedy at law.

15.  Defendant POWERTECH manufactures, or causes to be manufactured,
offers for sale, or causes to be offered for sale, and sells or causes to be sold, at
least one pop-out outlet incorporating the technology of both the ‘989 and the '086
patents. |

16. Defendant POWERTECH was at all times relevant hereto aware of both
the'989 and the ‘086 patents, and of the patents pop-out outlet technology. On
information and belief, Defendant POWERTECH previously manufactured a pop-out
outlet incorporating the technology of both the ‘982 and ‘086 patents for Piaintiffs
MILAN and JDI, Defendant POWERTECH has deliberately and willfully incorporated
the technology of both the ‘989 patent and the ‘086 patent into his own products and
upon information and belief, through the EVEREADY ENERGIZER® Surge

000043376\0069\657242-1
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Protection and Protection lines and the Energizer ER-S600 and ER-S700 brand
product line of EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and continues to
do so without leave, license or permission of Plaintiff MILAN or JDI and have caused
and will continue to cause irreparable harm to MILAN and JDI, and accordingly,
Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI are without adequate remedy at law.

17.  Defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and
POWERTECH's infringement are of such a willful and deliberate nature as to warrant
an award of treble damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284 and to make this an
“exceptional case,” justifying an award of attorneys’ fees to Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI

pursuant to 35 U.S.C §285.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs MILAN and JO-DAN [INTERNATIONAL, INC.,
respectfully request the following relief:

A. A judgment that U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,854,989 is being infringed by
Defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and
POWERTECH,;

B. A judgment that U.S, Letters Patent No. 6,872,086 is being infringed by
Defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and
POWERTECH,;

C. That Defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY,
and POWERTECH, and any and all officers, agents, servants, employees and
parties in privety, representatives, affiliated companies, and those persons in

active concert or participation with them who receive actual notice of the order

000043376\0060M657242-1
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by personal service or otherwise and all persons or entities acting for, with, by,
through or under them be joined preliminarily during the pendency of this suit
i and permanently thereafter from directly or indirectly making, causing to be
made, in any way using or causing to be used, or selling or causing to be sold,

any article of manufacture or product infringing one or more claims of U.S.

Letters Patent No. 6,854,989 and U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,872,086, or from
inducing or contributing to the infringement of any of said patent claims in any
way whatsoever,

D. That the infringement to which the foregoing injunctive relief provided
by Paragraphs A and B include, but not limited to manufacturing, making
providing, assembling, using, installing, selling, distributing, promoting,
contracting and/or advertising for sale in the United States the aforesaid pop-
out outlet product or any service to be performed in connection with such
product, including knowingly aiding, abetting or assisting in connection with
such product in any way;

E. That this Court award Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI damages adequate to

compensate for acts of infringement of Defendants EVEREADY and its

BUTZEL LONG, APROFESSIONAL CORPORATION, ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS

exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and POWERTECH together with

prejudgment interest thereon, as provided for by 35 U.S.C. §284;

F. That said damages be increased to three times the amount to be
assessed, in accordance with 35 U.S.C §284;

G. That Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI be awarded their costs and attorneys’

fees, as provided for by 35 U.S.C, §285;

000043376\0069\657242-1
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H. That Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI be awarded such other and further relief

against defendants EVEREADY and its exclusive licensee TECHNUITY, and

POWERTECH as this Court deems just and equitable.

JURY DEMAND

Plaintiffs MILAN and JDI hereby demand a trial by jury for all issues so triable.

Respectfully submitted,
BUTZEL J.ONG
By

J. Michael Huget{P39150)
Theresa A. Orr (P42748)
Suite 300
350 South Main Street
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104
(734) 995-3110
Attorneys for Plaintiffs Milan and
Jo-Dan International, Inc.

Dated: December 5, 2005

000043376\0069\657242-1
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1
POr-OUT QOUTLETS FOR HOUSINGS

RELATED APPLICATION

This application is claiming bencfit, under 35 US.C. §
119(e), of the provisional application filed Dcc. 6, 2001,
under 35 US.C. § 111(b), which was granted Ser. No.
60/338,299, and is hereby incorporated by relerence.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Ficld of the Invention

The present invention relates generally 1o housings, and
more particularly to pop-out or pop-up cutlets for electronics
housings, and most particularly to pop-out or pop-up outlets
for surge protection devices.

2. Discussion of the Related Art

Electrical outlets on clectronics housings are well-known
in the art. Surge protection devices are also well known in
the electronics art as being desirable and/or necessary for
protecting sensitive clectronic devices from surges of
current, whether over line cords, telephone lines, or other
conncctions, A common problem with electronics housings
and surge protection devices of all types is they never scem
to have enough outlets to pretect the desired number of
devices,

‘The clectronics housings and surge protectors known in
the art generally have a fixed number of outlets or
receptacles, or require modules to be added to provide
additional outlets or receptacles. This may increase the size
of the housing or the surge protection device, and may
increase the overall cost of the housing or surge profection
device, Thus, those skilled in the art have continued to
scarch for ways to have additional outlets or receptacles
present which do not take up space when not needed, and do
not requirce the addition of modules or other devices to the
basic housing or surpe protector device,

SUMMARY OF TIHLE INVENTION

The prescnt invention solves the problems preseat in the
art by providing pop-up, pop-out or otherwisc extendable
outlets for clectronics housings and surge protection devices
such as, for example, line cord surge prolectors, telephone
line surge line protectors, network surge protector's, co-ax
surge proteciors, and other types of surge protectors known
in the art, With the pop-out oullets in their retracted position,
the overall size of the device is not increased, and when the
pop-out outlet is “popped-out” of the housing 1o cxpose
additional outlets or connectors, only then is the size of the
device increased, and without additional cost.

Thus, it would be advanlageous 1o provide additional pop
out outlels or connectors in an electronics housing or surge
protection device,

Further advantages of the present invention will be appar-
cnt from the following description and appended claims,
reference being made to the accompanying drawings form-
ing a part of the specification, wherein like relcrence char-
acters refer to corresponding parts in the several views,

BRIET DISCRIFTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above, as well as other advantages of the present
invention, will become readily apparent 1o those skilled in
the art from the following detailed description when con-
sidered in light of the accompanying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a construction embodying
the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is a perspeclive view of a modification of the
present invention showing two pop out outlets, both in their
retracted position;

I'IG. 3 is a perspective view of the construction shown in
FIG. 3 with onc of the pop out outlets or connectors shown
in its extended or popped out position;

FIG. 4 is a diagrammatic view ol the construction shown
in IFIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is an clectrical schematic showing the clectrical
connections for the construction shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6A is a perspective view of a construction embody-
ing the present invention;

FIG. 613 is a perspective view of an aliernative condition
ol the construction shown in FIG, 6A;

FIG. 7 is an expleded perspective view of the construction
shown in FIG. 6A;

FIG. 7A is an exploded perspective view of an allernative
condition of the construction shewn in FIG, 7;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a construction embodying
the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a construction cmbodying
the present invention;

FIG. 10 is a perspective view ol a construction embodying
the present invention;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view ol a construction embodying
the present invention;

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an alternative condition
of the construction shown in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 is a perspective view of an alternative condition
of the construction shown in FIG, 11; and

[IG. 14 is an exploded perspective view of the construc-
tion shown in FIG. 11.

DESCRIPTIONS OF TIE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

It is to be understoodd that the invention may assume
various alternative oricntations and step scquences, except
where expressly specilied to the contrary. It is also to be
understood that the specific devices and processes illustrated
in the attached drawings, and described in the [ollowing
specification are simply ¢xemplary embodiments of the
inventive concepts defined in the appended claims. 1lence,
specific dimensions, dircctions or other physical character-
istics relating 1o the cmbodiments disclosed are not to be
considered as limiting, unless the claims cxpressly state
otherwise,

Referring now 10 FIG. 1, there is shown a surge protection
or other clectronic housing device, generally designated by
the numeral 20, for example, for prolecting devices con-
necled to line current from clectrical surges. There 1s shown
a linc cord 21, for connection to a source or power and a
surge protector housing, 22, having a plurality of electrical
outlets or conneclors, 19, to receive a standard three prong
linc cord plug.

It should be understood that the present jinvention may be
uscd for any clectronics housing 20. By way of example
only, an cleetronics housing having surge protection located
therein will be deseribed. It should also be undersiood that
the present invention is not limiled to providing additional
line cord outlets, but is broad in scope and is intended 1o
provide additional pop-out outlets or connectors of any kind,
such as RJI11 (FIG. 8, 56), RJ45 (FIG, 9, 58) and co-ax (F1G.
10, 60) connectors, needed to protect any type of clectrical
devices from surges. Such pop-up outlets er connectors are
well within the scope of the present invention.
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By way of the present example, surge protector housing
22, has at least one extendable housing portion 23, which
slides in and out of an opening, 24, provided on the housing,
22, A further plurality of clectrical outlets or connectors 25
are formed in he top planar surface of the extendable
housing portion 23 and may be of any desired type or
oumber. Preferably, at least one clecirical connector 25 is
cxposed when the extendable housing portion 23 is retracted
into the housing such as in the embodiment depicted in
FIGS. 2 and 3.

As depicted in FIGS. 6A, 6B, 7 and 7A, the cxtendable
housing portion 23 may slide in and out on rails 62 provided
in the housing 22 by means well known in the art, and may
have a spring loaded pop-out feature 64, or may simply be
cxtended and retracicd like a common drawer in the housing
22, The housing 22 has at least one stop 66 in mechanical
communication with the housing 22 to prevent the exiend-
able housing portion 23 from extending beyond a predeter-
mined distance from the housing 22 as shown in FIGS, 6A
and 7, Preferably, manual means 70 are used 1o locate the
extendable housing portion 23 back into the housing 22, As
depicted in FIGS. 613 and 7A, at Jeast onc outlet or connector
25 is preferably accessible when the extendable housing
portion 23 is retracted in the housing 22, however, embodi-
ments where the cutlet or connector 25 is not accessible arc
also well within the scope of the invention,

Suitable ¢lectrical connections as depicted in FIGS. 4 and
5, also well known in the art, are provided in the housing to
connect the outlets or conneclors 25 (0 surge profection
cireuitry 35 which may be provided in the housing 22, and,
in turn, to the line cord, 21,

As an cxample of the wide range of surge protection
devices which are within the scope of the present invention,
there is shown in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 a perspective view ol a
base unit for a stackable USD hub 72, which may be such as
shown in applicanis co-pending application Scr. No. 60/169,
055, which is incorporated herein by reference.

The base unit 29 has a housing, 30, a first pop out outlet,
31, and a second pop out outlet, 32. Aline cord, 33, provides
power to the device and is connected through on ofl switch,
34, to the surge prolection device, 35 (FIGS. 4 and ).
Additional snap-in or slide in modales may be provided in
openings (40, 41) if desired.

The surge protection device 35 protects ground and/or the
hot and neutral conncctors.

Relerring now to FIG, 4 there is shown a diagrammatic
view of the base unit 29, which compriscs a housing 30, an
clectrical power cord 33, a power on/oll switch with breaker
34, a surpre protectar board 35, two pop-out outlet modules
31 and 32, and the associated wiring.

To operate, the base unit 29 receives power from the
attachcd power cord 33, which is connccied 1o a 120 volt
alternating current power source. Interally, the hot signal is
conneeted to the input connection 52 of the power switch 34,
which allows the user to turn power on or off to the base unit
2%. From this point on the incoming neutral and ground
signals, along wilh the hot signal from the power switch 34
output conncclion 54, arc connccted to the surge protector
board 35, and then passed on to the two pop-out outlet
modules 31,32,

To protect external clectrical equipment from power
surges, a user could connect a power cord from the external
clectrical cquipment into a pop-out power outlet, for
example, 50, I[ a surpe is detccted in the wiring, the surge
protecior board 35 will direet that surge to ground before the
surge can damage the exiernal cquipment,
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Next referring to FIG. 5, there is shown the clectrical
schematic of the base unit 29. Power enters the base unit
through power cord 33. The hot signal is wired to the input
connection 52 of the power switch 34, Then the incoming
ncutral and ground signals, along with the hot signal of the
outpul connection 54 of the power switch 34, are passed
onle the pop-cut outlets 31,32, and the surge protector board
35. To usc the present invention a user could conneet
external electrical equipment into a pop-cut power outlet,
for example, 50. If a surge is detected in the wiring, the surge
protector board 35 will dircct that surge 10 ground before the
surge can damage the cxternal equipment.

FIGS. 11-14 depict an alternative embodiment of the
present invention wherein the cxtendable housing portion
23, as described above, swings or rotates info and out of the
housing on al least onc hinge 74, The extendable housing
portion 23 may be hinged on cither end 1o allow the housing
porticn 23 to swing out from cither side of the opening 24,
Additionally, although the extendable housing portion 23 is
depicted as swinging out in o substantially horizontal
fashion, it is well within the scope of the invention 1o allow
the extendable housing portion 23 to be hinged at either its
top or bottom. Hinges at the top or bottom of the extendable
housing portion 22 allow it 10 swing into and out of the
housing along a substantially vertical plane, The extendable
housing portion 23 may have at lcast one outlet or conncctor
25 accessible when the exiendable housing portion 23 is
located within the housing 22.

Manual or automated means may be used to exiend the
cxtcadable housing portion into and out of the housing,

Thus by carclully studying the problems cxisting in
prescnt day clectrical devices a novel method and apparatus
is provided for providing additional clcctrical connectors or
outlels,

I claim:

1. An clectronics housing device, comprising:

a portable housing including a line cord for connection 1o

a source of clectrical power and enclosing clectrical
circuitry;

ut least onc extendible housing portion scleclively move-

able both into and out of said housing;

at least one electrical connector on said extendable hous-

ing portien, said connector being clectrically connected
to said clectrical circuilry;

said housing and said exiendable housing portion having

complimentary rails 1o guide said extendable housing
portion into and out of said housing.

2, The device of claim 1, wherein said at least one
clectrical connector is a three-prong outlet,

3. The device of claim 1, wherein said at least one
clectrical connector is connected to hot, live and neutral,

4. The device of claim 1, wherein said at least one
clectrical connector is an RJ11 connector.

5. The device of claim 1, whercin said at Jeast one
clectrical conncctor is an RI45 connector,

6. The device of claim 1, wherein sajd at least one
clectrical connector is a co-ax conncclor.

7. The device of chim 1, wherein said housing has an
opening for receiving said cxtendable housing portion,

8. The device of claim 1, wherein said housing has a stop
to prevent said extendable housing portion from extending
beyond a predetermined distance from said housing,

9. The device of claim 1, wherein said extendable housing
portion is urged from said bousing with at Icast one spring.

10. The device of claim 1, wherein said at least one
clectrical connecior is a three-prong outlet connected to hot,
live and neutral conductors of said line cord.
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11. The device of claim 1, wherein said housing electrical
connector is connected to surge protection within said hous-
ing,

12, The device of claim 1, whercin said electrical con-
ncclors are connecied to surge protection within said extend-
able housing portion.

13. The device of claim 1, wherein said electrical cons
nectors arc connected to surge protection within said hous-
ing,.

14. The deviee of claim 1, wherein said at least onc
clectrical conneclor on said extendable housing portion is
accessible when said extendable housing portion is retracied
into said housing,

15, The device of claim 1, wherein said extendable
housing portion is refracted substantially into said housing,

16. The device of claim 1, whercein said housing has at
least one housing clectrical conncctor thercon.

17. The device of claim 16, wherein said at least one
housing electrical connector is an RI11 connector.

18, The device of claim 16, whercin said at least onc
housing clectrical connector is an RJ45 connector.

19, The device of claim 16, wherein said at least onc
housing clectrical connector is a co-ax conncctor.

20, A mcthod for housing an clectrenics housing device,
comprising:

a) providing a portable housing having a line cord for
connection to a source of electrical power and cnclos-
ing clectrical circuitry;

b) providing at least onc exiendable housing portion on
said housing wherein at least one spring urges said
extendable housing portion from said housing; and

¢) providing at least onc clectrical connector on said
cxtendable housing portion, the connector being elec-
trically connected to the electrical circuitry.

21, The method of claim 20, wherein said at lcast one

clectrical conncctor is a three-prong conngector.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein said at least one
clectrical conncclor connected 1o a source for hot, ncutral
and ground.

23, The method of claim 20, wherein said electrical
conncclor is a RJI11 connegtor.

24, The method of claim 20, wherein said clectrical
connector is an RJI45 conncclor,
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25. The method of claim 20, wherein said clectrical
connector is a co-ax conneclor.

26. The method ol claim 20, wherein said at least one
clectrical conncctor on said extendable housing portion is
accessible when said extendable housing portion is retracted
into said housing.

27.The method of claim 20, wherein a stop located within
said housing prevenis said extendable housing portion from
cxtending beyond a predetermined distance.

28, The method of claim 20, wherein said extendable
housing portion cxtends into and out of said housing on a
pair of rails.

29, The method of claim 20, wherein said extendable
housing portion is urged into maid housing manually,

30. The method of claim 20, whercin said extendable
housing portion is retracted substantially within said hots-
ing.

31. The mcthod of claim 20, wherein at least one clectrical
conneclor is provided on said housing.

32. The method of claim 20, wherein said at least onc
clectrical connector is a three-prong conncector.

33. The method of claim 32, whercin said at least onc
clectrical connector is connected to a source for hot, live and
neutral.

34. An clectronic, housing device, compnising:

a portable stackable hub housing including a line cord for
conneclion to a source ol clectrical power and enclos-
ing surge protection circuitry;

at least one extendible housing portion selectively move-
able both into and out of said housing on at least one
rail attached (o onc of said housing and said housing
portion; and

at least one electrical conncelor on said extendable hous-
ing portion, said connector being clectrically connected
te said circuitry.

35, The device of claim 34, whercin said at least onc
electrical connector is positioned inside said housing when
said extendable housing portion is moved into said housing,
and including at least one additional ¢lectrical connector on
one of said housing and said extendible housing porticn and
being accessible when said cxtendable housing portion is
moved into said housing,.

L] LJ » » L]
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POI-OUT OUTLETS FOR HOUSINGS

CROSS-REFERENCLE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a division application of the
co-pending U.S. patent application Ser. No, 10/313,312,
filed Dec. 6, 2002,

This application claims the benefit of US. provisional
patent application Ser. No. 60/338,229 filed Dee. 6, 2601,

BACKGROUND OF TIIE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to housings, and
morc particularly to pop-out or pop-up outlets for electronics
housings, and most particularly to pop-out or pop-up outlels
for surge protection devices.

2. Discussion of the Relaied Art

Electrical outlets on elccironics housings are well known
in the art. Surge protection devices are also well known in
the electronics art as being desirable and/or necessary for
prolecting sensitive clectronic devices from surges of cur-
rent: whether over line cords, telephone lines, or other
connections. A commeon problem with clectronics housings
and surge protection devices of all types is they never scem
1o have enough outlets to protect the desired number of
devices.

The electronics housings and surge protectors known in
the art generally have a fixed number of outlets or
receptacles, or require nodules to be added to provide
additional outlets or receptacles, This may increase the size
of the housing or the surge protection device, and may
increase the overall cost of the housing or surge protection
device, Thus, those skilled in the art have centinued to
search for ways to have additional outlets or receptacles
present which do not take up space when not needed, and do
nol require the addition of modules or other devices to the
basic housing or surge protector device,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention solves the problems present in the
art by providing pop-up, pop-out or otherwise extendable
outlets for clectronics housings and surge protection devices
such as, for example, line cord surge protectors, lelephone
line surge linc prolectors, network surge proteclors, co-ax
surge protectors, and other types of surge protectors Kiiown
in the art. With the pop-out outlets in their retracied position,
the overall size of the device is not increased, and when the
pop-out outlet is “popped-out” of the housing o cxposc
additional outlets or connectors, only then is the size of the
device increased, and without additional cost,

Thus, it would be advantageous to provide additional
pop-out outlets or connectors in an electronics housing or
surge protection device.

Further advantages of the present invention will be appar-
ent frem the following description and appended claims,
reference being made to the accompanying drawings form-
ing a part of the specification, wherein like reference char-
aclers refer 1o corresponding parts in the several views,

DESCRIFTION OFf THE DRAWINGS

The above, as well as other advantages of the present
invention, will become readily apparent to those skilled in
the art [rom the following detailed description of a preferred
embodiment when considered in the light of the accompa-
nying drawings in which:
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FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a construction embodying
the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspeclive view of a modification of the
present invention showing two pop out outlets, both in their
retracted position;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the construction shown in
FIG. 3 with one of the pop out outlets or connectors shown
in its extended or popped-out position;

FIG. 4 is a diagrammaltic view of the construction shown
in FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is an clectrical schematic showing the electrical
connections for the construction shown in FIG. 4;

FIG. 6A is a perspective view of a construction embody-
ing the present invention;

I'IG. 6B is a perspective view of an alternative condition
of the construction shown in FIG, 6A;

FIG. 7 is an exploded perspective view of the construction
shown in FIG, 6A;

IIG. 7Ais an exploded perspective view of an alternative
cendition of the construction shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 8 is a perspective view ol a construction embodying
the present invention;

FIG. 9 is a perspective view of a construction embodying
the present invention;

F1G. 10 is a perspective view ol a construction embodying
the present invention;

F1G. 11 is a perspective view ol a construction embodying
the present invention,

FIG. 12 is a perspective view of an alternative condition
of the construction shown in FIG, 11,

FIG. 13 is a perspective view ol an alternative condition
of the construction shown in FIG, 11; and

I'IG. 14 is an exploded perspective view of the construc-
tion shown in FIG. 11.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFCERRED
EMBODIMENT

It is to be understood that the invention may assume
various alternative oricntations and step scquences, except
where expressly specified 1o the contrary. It is also 1o be
understoed that the specific devices and processes illustrated
in the attached drawings, and described in the following
specification are simply excmplary embodiments of the
invenlive concepts defined in the appended claims. Hence,
specific dimensions, directions or other physical character-
istics relating to the embodiments disclosed are not 1o be
considered as limiting, unless the claims expressly state
otherwise,

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a surge prolcction
or other clectronic housing device, generally designated by
the numeral 20, for cxample, for protecting devices con-
nccied to line current from clectrical surges. There is shown
a linc cord 21 for connection to a source or power and a
surge prolector housing 22 having a plurality of clectrical
outlets or connectors 19 to receive a standard threc-prong
linc cord plug (not shown).

It should be understood than the present invention may be
used for any clectronics housing 22. By way of example
only, an ¢lcetronics housing having surge protection located
therein will be deseribed. It should also be understood that
the present invention is not limiled to providing additional
line cord outlets, but is broad in scope and is intended to
provide additional pop-out eleetrical outlets or connectors of
any kind, such as RJ11 56 (FIG. 8), RJ45 58 (IIG. 9) and
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co-ax 60 (I'1G, 10) connectors, needed to protect any type of
clectrical devices from surges, Such pop-out outlels or
coonectors are well within the scope of the present jnven-
tion,

By way of the present example, surge protector housing
22 has ol least onc extendable housing portion 23 which
slides in and out of an opening 24 provided on the housing
22, A further plurality of clectrical outlels or conncctors 25
are formed in the top planar surface of the cxtondable
housing portion 23 and may be of any desired type or
number. Prelcrably, at Icast onc electrical connector 25 is
exposed when the extendable housing portion 23 is retracted
into the housing such as in the embodiment depicled in
FIGS. 2 and 3.

As an example of the wide range of surpe protection
devices which are within the scope of the present invention,
there is shown in IIG. 2 and FIG. 3 a perspective view of
another clectronic housing device in the form of a base unit
for a stackable USB hub 29, which may be such as shown
in applicant’s application Ser. No. 60/169,055, now U.S.
Pat, No. 6,607,408, which is incorporated herein by refer-
cnee.

The base unit 29 has a housing 3@, a (irst pop-out outlet
31, and a second pop-out outlet 32, A line cord 33 provides
power to the device and is connected through onfoll switch
34 to a surge protection device 35 (FIGS. 4 and 5). Addi-
tional snap-in or slide-in housing portion modules may be
provided in openings (40, 41) in a rear panel 30a if desired.

The surpe protection device 35 protects ground and/or the
hot and ncutral connectors or wires.

Referring now 1o FIG. 4, there is shown a diagrammatic
view of the base unit 29 which comprises the housing 30, the
clectrical power cord 33, the power on/ofl switch with
breaker 34, the surge protector board 385, the two pop-out
outlet modules 31 and 32, and the associated wiring,.

To operate, the base unit 29 receives power from the
attached power cord 33 which is connected 10 a 120 volt
altermating current power source. Internally, the signal is
connecied to an input connection 52 of the power swilch 34
which allows the user to turn power on or off 1o the base unit
29, From this poinl on the incoming neutral and ground
signals, along with the bot signal [rom a power switch 34
outpul connection 54, are conncected to the surge prolector
board 35, and then passed on to the two pop-out outlet
modules 31, 32,

To protect external electrical cquipment from power
surges, a user could conncect a power cord from the external
electrical equipment into a pop-out power outlet, for
example, 50, If a surge is detected in the wiring, the surge
protector board 35 will direct that surge to ground before the
surge can damage the external equipment.

Next referring to FIG. 8, there is shown the clectrical
schematic of the basc unit 29. Power enters the base unit
through the power cord 33. The hot signal is wired to the
input connection 52 of the power switch 34. Then the
incoming neutral and ground signals, along with the hot
signal of the output conncction 54 of the power swilch 34,
are passed onte the pop-out outlets 31, 32, and the surge
protector board 35. To use the present invention a user could
connect external clectrical equipment into a pop-out power
outlet, for example, the outlet 50. 1f a surge is detected in the
wiring, the surge protector board 35 will direct that surge to
ground before the surge can damage the external equipment.

As depicted in FIGS. 6A, 613, 7 and 7A, an extendable
housing portion 42 may slide in and out of the opening 41
on complementary rails 62 provided in the housing 30 and
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on the housing portion 42 by means well known in the ar,
and may have a spring loaded pop-out feature 64, or may
simply be extended and retracted like a common drawer in
the housing 30, The pop-outlets 31 and 32 and the opening
40 ar¢ not shown in these views, The housing portion 42 has
al Jeast onc slop 66 in mechanical communication with the
housing 30 to prevent the extendable housing portion 42
from extending beyond a predetermined distance 68 from
the housing 30 as shown in FIG. 7. Preferably, manual
means 70, such as a human finger, are uscdl to locate the
extendable housing portion 42 back into the housing 30. As
depicted in FIGS., 6B and 7A, at least one outlet or conncetor
25 is preferably accessible when the extendable housing
porlion 42 is retracted in the housing 30, however, embodi-
ments where the outlet or connector 25 is not accessible are
also well within the scope of the invention,

Suitable clectrical connections as depicted in FIGS, 4 and
5, also well known in the art, are provided in the housing to
connect the outlets or connectors 25 to the surge protection
circuitry 35 which may be provided in the housing 30, and,
in turn, 1o the line cord 33.

FIGS. 11-14 depict an alternative ecmbodiment clectronic
housing device 72 of the present invention whercin the
cxtendable housing portion 42, as described above, swings
or rotates into and out of an opening 44 in a rear pansl 30H
of the housing 30 on at least one hinge 74, The extendable
housing portion 42 may be hinged on ¢ither end 1o allow the
housing portion to swing out from cither side of the opening
44, Additionally, although the extendable housing portion 42
is depicied as swinging out in a substantially horizontal
fashion, it is well within the scope of the invention to allow
the cxtendable housing portion 42 to be hinged at cither jts
top or bottom. Hinges at the top or bottom of the exicndable
housing portion 42 allow it to swing inlo and out of the
housing along a substantially vertical plane. The extendable
housing portion 42 may have at least one of the outlet or
conncctor 25 accessible when the extendable housing por-
tion 42 is located within the housing 30,

Manual or automated means may be used to cxtend the
cxtendable housing portion into and out of the housing,.

Thus by carclully studying the problems cxisting in
present day clectrical devices, a novel apparatus is provided
for providing additional electrical conncctors or outlets.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes,
the present invention has been deseribed in what is consid-
cred to represent its prelerred embodiment, However, it
should be noted that the invention can be practiced other-
wise than as specifically illustrated and described without
departing [rom its spirit or scope,

What is claimed is:

1. An clectronic bousing device comprising;

a housing for enclosing clectronics and having an opening

formed therein;

a line cord attached at one end 1o said housing and having
an opposite ¢nd adapted 10 be connected 1o a source of
clectrical power;

a first electrical connector supported on said housing and
being accessible;

an cxlendable housing portion mounted in said opening
and being selectively moveable inte and out of said
housing, said housing and said cxtendable housing
portion having complimentary rails to puide said
extendable housing portion during movement into and
out of said housing; and

a second electrical connector mounted on said extendable
housing portion, said second clectrical connector being
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accessible when said extendible housing portion is
extended out of said housing and not being accessible
when said extendable housing portion is retracted into
said housing.

2. The device according to claim 1 wherein said seeond
clectrical conneetor is one of a threc-prong electrical power
outlet, a RJ11 comneclor, a RJ45 conncclor and a co-ax
conneclor,

3. The device according 1o claim 1 whercin said housing
has a stop preventing said extendable housing portion from
extending beyond a predelermined distance from said hous-
ing.

4. The device according to claim 1 including a spring
loaded pop-out feature for urging said extendable housing
portion from said housing.

5. The device of claim 1 wherein said fisst electrical
connector is mounied on an exposed end of said cxtendable
housing portion.

6. The device according to claim 1 wherein said line cord,
said first clectrical conneclor and said sccond electrical
connector are connected to a surge protection device,

7. The device according 1o claim 1 wherein said line cord
has hot, ncutral and ground wires and said second electrical
conncclor is said threc-prong clectrical power outlet con-
necled 1o said hot, neutral and ground wires.

8. The device according to claim 7 wherein said first
clectrical connceetor is a three-prong clectrical power outlet
connccted to said hot, ncutral and ground wires.

9. An clectronics housing device comprising;

an enclosed housing having at least one opening formed

therein;

at least two accessible electrical connectors mounted on

said housing;

an extendable housing portion mounted in said al least

one opening and being selectively extensible in a
horizontal dircction from and retractable into said hous-
ing; and

at least two additional electrical conneclors mounted on

said extendable housing portion, at least onc ol said two
additional electrical conncctors being accessible when
said extendable housing portion is exiended out of said
housing and not being accessible when said extendable
housing portion is retracted into said housing, said at
least onc clectrical connector being mounted in a top
surface of said extendable housing portion,
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10. The device according to claim 9 wherein said at least
two accessible clectrical conneclors are three-prong electri-
cal power outlets.

11. The device according to claim 9 whercin said at least
two additional electrical conneclors are threc-prong ¢leetri-
cal power outlets.

12. The device according to elaim 9 wherein said housing
and said cxtendable housing portion have complimentary
rails to guide said extendable housing portion during. move-
ment into and out of said housing,

13, The device according to claim 9 wherein said housing
has a stop preventing said extendable housing portion from
extending beyond a predetermined distance from said hous-
ing.

14, The device according 1o claim 9 including a spring
loaded pop-out feature for urging said extendable housing
portion from said housing,

15. The device according 1o claim 9 wherein said at least
iwo accessible clectrical connectors and said at Jeast two
additional clectrical conncclors are connected to a surge
protection device.

16. An clectrical power outlet and surge protection device
comprising;

a housing having at least one opening formed therein;

a first plurality of electrical power outlets mounted on said

housing and being accessible;

an exiendable housing portion mounted in said at least

one opening and being sclectively extensible in a
horizontal dircction from and retractable into said hous-
ing; and

a sccond plurality of clectrical power outlets mounted on

said extendable housing portion and being accessible
when said extendable housing portion is extended out
of said housing and not being accessible when said
extendable housing portion is retracted into said
housing, said second plurality of clectrical power out-
lets being mounted in a top surface of sail extendable
housing pertion.

17. The device according to claim 16 wherein said first
and second pleralitics of electrical power outlets are con-
nected to a surge protection device in said housing.

18, The device according to claim 16 wherein said hous-
ing and said extendable housing portion have complimen-
tary rails 1o guide said extendable housing portion during
movement into and out of said housing,

- » wooW W
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O LOCAL RULE 83.11
Is this a case that has been previously dismissed?
If yes, give the following information:

Court:

Case No..

Judge:
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Case No.: 0540179

Judge: Paul V. Gadoln
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