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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT AN “%
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA .

A.uréui: /M’\DDOX
v SO
GOLDPACE ENTERPRISES, INC., FLie

a Florida corporation, and
CUSTOMER MINDED ASSOCIATES, Q 9 1 7

INC., a Florida corporation, ~b I“P’WISTB

PlaintiGIy - S f IFFZ BANDSTRAE

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
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V.

KOHL’S DEPARTMENT STORES, INC.,
a Delaware Corporation.

Defendant.

COMPLAINT
COME NOW the Plaintiffs, Goldpace Enterprises, Inc., and
Customer Minded Associates, Inc. (hereinafter, collectively,
(*Plaintiff{s”), and file their Complaint against Defendant, Kohl’s

Department Stores, Inc., (hereinafter, “Dcfendant”), as follows:

ALLEGATIONS COMMON TO ALL COUNTS
This is an action for patent infringement pursuant to the

Patent, Laws of Lthe United States, 35 U.S.C. §1, cot_scq.

THE PARTIES
1. Plaintaiff, Goldpace FEnterprisces, Inc. (herernaftoer,
“Goldpacae”), is a corporation ol the state of Florida, having an
address at. 11453 NW 34th Strect, Miami, tlorida,
2. Plaintiff, Customer Minded Associates, Inc. (hercinafter,
“Customer Minded”), is a corporation of the state of PFlorida,

having an address at 11453 NW 34th Street, Miami, PFlorida.
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3. Upon information and belief, Defendant, Kohl’s Department
Stores, Inc., is a corporation which is incorporated under the laws
of the state of Delaware, and has a principal place of business at
its corporate offices located at N56 W17000 Ridgewood Drive,

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. This Court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to
28 U.S.C. §1331 and §1338.

5. Venue 1s proper in the Southern District of Florida
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391(b), §1391(¢c), and §1400(b) because,
upon information and belief, a substantial part of the cvents or
omissions giving rise to this claim occurred in this district, or
a substantial part of the property that is the subject of this
action is situated in this district; upon information and belief,
Defendant is doing business in this district via an interactive
internet website which is readily accessible to the public within
this district and a commercial advertising campaiqgn which is
broadcast publically on tc¢levision and radio within this district
and, as such, Defendant is subject Lo personal jurisdiction in this
district and is, thereforae, deemed to reside in this district; and,
upon information and belicf, Defendant has established a rceyular
place of business in this district via an interactive internet
website which is readily accessible to the public within this
district and has committed acts  of infringement. via  Lhis

interactive internet website,
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6. Personal Jjurisdiction over Defendant 1is established
because, upon information and belief, Defendant is operating,
conducting, engaging in or carrying on a business or business
venture in the State of Florida, and more specifically, the
Southern District of Florida via its interactive internet website
and its commercial advertising campaign, and has committed patent
infringement and other related tortious acts within this State via
its interactive internet website and its commercial advertising
campaign, within the meaning of Florida Statutes, §48.193(1) (a) and
§48.193(1) (b).

1. Personal jurisdiction over Defendant is established
because, upon information and belief, Defendant has caused injury
to property of the Plaintiffs located in the State of Florida, and
more specifically, the Southern District of Florida, by infringing
upon Plaintiffs’ patent rights, while, at or about the time of the
injury, Defendant was engaged 1in solicitation or service

activities, in the State of Florida, and more specifically, the

Southeorn District of Florida, via its interactive internel website
and its commercial advoertising campaign, or, products, materials,
or things processed, scrviced or manufactured by or for ULhe
Defendant. were uscd or consumed in the State of Florida, and more
specifically, in the Southern District of Florida, in the ordinary
course of commerce, tLrade, or usc via itas interactive interncet
website and 1Ls commercial advertising campaign, within the meaning

of Florida Statutes §A48.193(1) (1) .

8. Personal jurisdiction over Defendant is established
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because, upon information and belief, Defendant has engaged 1n
substantial, continuous, and not isolated commercial activity in
the State of Florida, and, more specifically, in the Southern
District of Florida, via 1its interactive internet website and
commercial advertisement campaign, such commercial activity being
intrastate, interstate, or otherwise, within the meaning of Florida
Statutes §48.193(2).

9. The preceding activities include, but are not limited to,
the following:

A. Upon information and belief, Defendant makes, uscs,
offers to sell, and/or sells in the United States, and/or imports
into the United States one or more garment folding device,
including at least one device known as the “KOHL'’S FOLD-MAT,"” which
Defendant uses to prepare men'’s, women’s, and children’s clothing,
and housewarcs such as, for example, linens, for display and/or
shipment to consumers located in the Southern District of Florida
and/or Florida. Copies of photographs of the “KOHI'S FOLD-MAT”

device are altached hercto as Fxhibit NS

3. Upon information and beliet, befendant offers Lo
scll and/or sclls men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing, and
houscwares such as, for cxample, linens, which Defondant. preparces

for display and/or shipment Lo consumers within the Southern
District of Florida and/or Florida using one or more garment
folding device, including at least, the “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT” device,
via an interactive internet website located at www.kohls,com

(hercinafter “Defendant’s interactive internct website”), which 1s
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readily available and accessible to the public within the Southern
District of Florida and/or Florida, and wherein ordering and
purchasing of said men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing, and
housewares such as, for example, linens, can be and/or actually
have been accomplished on-line in the Southern District of Florida
and/or Florida via Defendant’s interactive internet website. True
and accurate print-outs of portions of Defendant’s interactive
internet website are attached hereto as Exhibit B;

C. Upon information and belief, Defendant uses in the
United States one or more garment folding device, including at
least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT” device, to prepare men’s, women’s, and
children’s clothing, and housewares such as, for example, linens,
for display and/or shipment to consumers in the Southern District
of Florida and/or Florida via Defendant’s interactive internet
website;

D. Upon information and belief, Defendant actively
induces others to make, use, offer to sell, and/or sell in the
United States, and/or imporl inte the United States one or more
garment folding device, including at lcastl the “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT”

device, and which Delendant uses to preparce men’s, women’s, and

children’s clothing, and housewarcs such as, for example, linens,
for display and/or shipment to consumers in the Southern District
of Florida and/or Florida via Defendant’s intceractive internet
website; and

. Upon information and  belief, Defendant has
substantial and continuous sales and/or offers to scll men's,
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women’s, and children’s clothing, and housewares such as, for
example, linens, to consumers in the Southern District of Florida
and/or Florida via Defendant’s interactive internet website, which
Defendant prepares for display and/or shipment using one or more
garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT”

device.

PLAINTIFF’S PATENTED INVENTIONS

10. United States Patent No. 6,015,069 (the “‘069 patent”),
was duly and lawfully issued on January 18, 2000. A copy of the
‘069 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit C.

11. Plaintiff Goldpace, as assignee, is the owner of all
right, title, and interest in and to the ‘069 patent.

12. Plaintiff Customer Minded is the exclusive licensee of
the invention of the ‘069 patent from Plaintiff Goldpace.

13. The patented invention, as claimed in the ‘069 patent,
relates to a garment folding device.

14. United States Patent No. 6,769,987 (“the ‘987 patent”),

was duly and lawfully issued on August 7, 2001. A copy of the ‘987

patent is attached hercto as Exhibit D.

15. Plaintiff Goldpace, as assignee, is the owner of all
right, title, and interest in and Lo the Y987 patent.

16. Plaintiff Customer Minded 18 the exclusive licensee of

the invention of the ‘987 patent from Plaintiff Goldpace.
17. The patented invention, as claimed in the Y987 patent,

relates to a garment folding device.,
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18. United States Patent No. 6,561,392 (“the ‘392 patent”),
was duly and lawfully issued on May 13, 2003. A copy of the '392
patent is attached hereto as Exhibit E.

19. Plaintiff Goldpace, as assignee, 1is the owner of all
right, title, and interest in and to the ‘392 patent.

20. Plaintiff Customer Minded is the exclusive licensee of
the invention of the ‘392 patent from Plaintiff Goldpace.

21. The patented invention, as claimed in the ‘392 patent,

relates to a garment folding device.

DEFENDANT’S WRONGFUL CONDUCT

22. The Defendant was given and had actual notice of the ‘069
patent and the ‘987 patent and, thus, had direct knowledge thereof.

23. Upon information and belief, and despite such actual
notice and direct knowledge, Defendant deliberately and directly
infringed the '069 patent and the '987 patent by willfully and
wantonly making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling in the
United States, and/or importing into the United States one or morc
garment folding device, including at lecast the “KOHL'S FOLD-MATY
device, in flagrant disrcgard of Plaintif{ls’ patent rights.

24. Upon information and belicf, and despitce such actual
not ice and diraect. knowledge, Defendant continues to deliberately
and dircctly infringe the Y069 patent and the Y987 patent by
willfully and wantonly making, using, offering to scll, and/or
selling in the United States, and/or importing into the Hnited

States one or more garment folding device, including at least the
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“KOHL’S FOLD-MAT” device, in flagrant disregard of Plaintiffs’
patent rights.

25. Upon information and belief, and despite such actual
notice and direct knowledge, Defendant deliberately and actively
induced infringement of the ‘069 patent and the ‘987 patent in
violation of 35 U.S.C. §271(b) by willfully and wantonly
instructing others to make, use, offer to sell, and/or sell in the
United States, or import into the United States one or more
garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT”
device, in flagrant disregard of Plaintiffs’ patent rights.
Further, Defendant’s subsequent and actual use of the onc or more
garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT”
device, constitutes a direct infringement of the ‘069 patent and
the ‘987 patent.

26. Upon information and belief, and despite such actual
notice and direct knowledge, Defendant continues to deliberately
and actively induce infringement of the ‘069 patent and the ‘987
patent. in violation of 35 U.S.C. §271(b) by willfully and wantonly
instructing others Lo make, use, offer Lo sell, and/or scll in the
United States, or import into the United States one or morce
garment. folding device, including at lceast the “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT”
device, in flagrant. disrcgard of Plaintiffs’ patent  rights,
Further, Defendant.’s actual use of the one or more garment folding
devicao, tncluding at lecast.  the  “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT” device,
constitutes a direct infringement of the ‘069 patent and the Y987

patent.,
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27. Upon information and belief, Defendant directly infringed
the ‘392 patent by making, using, offering to sell, and/or selling
in the United States, and/or importing into the United States one
or more garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S
FOLD-MAT” device.

28. Upon information and belief, Defendant continues to
directly infringe the '392 patent by making, using, offering to
sell, and/or selling in the United States, and/or importing into
the United States one or more garment folding device, including at
least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT” device.

29. Upon information and belief, Defendant actively induced
infringement of the ‘392 patent in violation of 35 U.S5.C. §271(b)
by instructing others to make, use, offer to sell, and/or sell in
the United States, or import into the United States one or more
garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S BOLD-MAT”
device. Further, Defendant’s subseguent and actual use of one or
more garment folding device, including at least the “KOHIL’S FOILLD-
MAT” device, constitutes a dircct infringement of Lhe ‘397 patent.

30. Upon information and belief, Dcfendant continues to
aclively induce infringement. of the ‘392 patent in violation of 30

U.S.C. §271(b) by instructing others to make, use, offer to sell,

and/or selil in the Unitoed States, or import. into the United States
one or more garment. folding device, including at least the “KOHL' S
FOLD~MAT” device. Further, Defendant’s subscquent and actual use
of once or more garment folding device, i1ncluding at. teast the
“KOHIL'S FOLD-MAT” device, constitutes a direct infringement of the
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‘392 patent.

COUNT I -

DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘069 PATENT AND THE ‘987 PATENT

31. Plaintiffs incorporate herein each and every allegation
set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 30.

32. Defendant’s aforesaid acts constitute direct infringement
of one or more of the claims of the ‘069 patent and the ‘987
patent, ecither literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, in
violation of U.S. Patent laws, including 35 U.S.C. §271, et seq.,
and the developed body of law thereunder.

33. Upon information and belief, Defendant’s infringement has
been willful and wanton, with actual notice and direct knowledge,
and in conscious disregard of Plaintiffs’ rights in the ‘069 patent
and the ‘987 patent.

34. Defendant’s aforesaid acts have caused great irreparable

injury to Plaintiffs and, unless Defendant is restrained by this

Court, Plaintiffs will continue to suffer great and irreparable
injury.
35. Plaintifls have no adequate remedy at law.
COUNT II -

ACTIVE INDUCEMENT OF INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘069 AND 'S$87 PATENTS
36. Plaintiffs incorporate herein cach and every allegation
set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 30.

37. Defendant’s aforesaid acts constitute actively inducement

10
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of infringement of one or more the claims of the ‘069 patent and
the ‘987 patent, either literally or under the doctrine of
equivalents, in violation of U.S. Patent Laws, including 35 U.S.C.
§271, et seg., and the developed body of law thereunder.

38. Upon information and Dbelief, Defendant’s active
inducement of infringement has been willful and wanton, with actual
notice and direct knowledge, and in conscious disregard of
Plaintiffs’ rights in the ‘069 patent and the ‘987 patent.

39. Defendant’'s aforesaid acts have caused great irreparable
injury to Plaintiffs and, unless Defendant is restrained by this
Court, Plaintiffs will continue to suffer great and irreparable
injury.

40. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT III - DIRECT INFRINGEMENT OF THE '392 PATENT

41. Plaintiffs incorporate herein each and every allegation
sct forth in Paragraphs 1 through 30.

47. Defendant’s aforesaid acts constitute direct infringement
of onc or more of the claims of the ‘392 patent, cither literally
or under the doctrine of cquivalents, in violation of U.S. Patent
Laws, including 35 U.S8.C. §271, ¢t _scg., and the developed body of

law thercunder.

A3, Defendant’s aloresaid acts have caused great drreparable
injury to Plaintiffs and, unless Defendant. is restrained by this
Court, Plaintiff{s will continue to suffer great and irreparable
injury.

11
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44, Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.

COUNT IV - ACTIVE INDUCEMENT OF INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘392 PATENT

45. Plaintiffs incorporate herein each and every allegation
set forth in Paragraphs 1 through 30.

46. Defendant’s aforesaid acts constitute active inducement
of infringement of one or more of the claims of the ‘392 patent,
either literally or under the doctrine of equivalents, in violation
of U.S. Patent l.aws, including 35 U.S.C. §271, et scg., and the
developed body of law thercunder.

4’7, Defendant’s aforesaid acls have caused grcat irrcparable
injury to Plaintiffs and, unless Defendant is restrained by this
Court, Plaintiffs will continue to suffer great and irreparable
injury.

48. Plaintiffs have no adequate remedy at law.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray:

A That. Lhe Court find that Defendant’s aforesaid acts
of making, using, offering to scll, and/or sclling in the United
Sltates, and/or importing into the United States one or more garment
folding device, including at least the “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT” device,
constitute direct infringement of the ‘069 patent, the ‘987 patent,
and the Y392 patent, cither literally or under the doctrine of
cquivalents.

B. That. the Court find that Defendant’s aforesaird acts

of instructing others to make, use, offer to sell, and/or scll in

12
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the United States, and/or import into the United States one or more
garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S FOLD-MAT”
device, constitute active inducement of infringement of the ‘069
patent, the ‘987 patent, and the ‘392 patent, either literally or
under the doctrine of equivalents.

C. That Defendant, and all of its agents, servants,
employees, successors, assigns and all persons acting in concert or
in active participation with Defendant, be preliminarily and
permancntly enjoined and restrained:

i) From making, using, offering to sell, and/or
selling in the United States, and/or importing into the United
States any garment folding device, including at least the “KOHL’S
FOLD-MAT” device, and any other device that infringes any claim of
the ‘069 patent, the ‘987 patent, and/or the ‘392 patent, either
literally or under the doctrine of ecquivalents;

i11) From instructing others to make, use, offer to
scll, and/or sell in the United States, and/or import into the
United Stales any garment folding device, inciuding at lecast the
“KOHL' S FOLD-MAT” device, and dany other device that infringes any
claim of the ‘069 patent, the ‘987 patent, and/or the ‘392 palcent,
cither literally or under the doctrine of cquivalenls;

iii) That Defendant. be ordered to deliver up for
destruction all garment folding devices, including al Jeast all of
the “KOHL'S FOLD-MAT” devices, and any other devices that infringe
any c¢laim of the ‘069 patent, the ‘987 patent, and/or the Y392

patent, cither literally or under the doctrine of cquivalents; and

13
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iv) That Defendant be directed to file with this
Court and serve upon Plaintiffs within thirty (30) days after
service of the injunction issued in this action, written reports
under oath setting forth in detail the manner in which the
Defendant has complied with the injunction.

D. That the Court order an accounting for damages
resulting from Defendant’s infringement.

E. That Plaintiffs recover damages adequate to
compensate for the infringement, calculated as not less than a
reasonable royalty of any financial or any other calculable benefit
conferred upon Defendant as a result of direct infringement of the
‘392 patent and active inducement of infringement of the ‘392
patent.

F. That the Court enter a declaration making this case
exceptional within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §285, based upon
Defendant’s deliberate, wanton and willful infringement of the ‘069
patent and the ‘987 patent.

G. That Plaintiffs rccover damages adequate to
compensate for the infringemenl, calculated as not less than a
rcasonable royally of any financial or any olther calculable benefit

conferred upon Defendant. as a result of infringement. of the ‘Y069

patent. and the ‘987 patent, and actively inducing infringement of
the 069 patent and the Y987 patent, and that the Court, pursuant
to 3% U.S.C. §284, onter judgment. cqual Lo three (3) times such
amount .

H. That Plaintiffs recover their attorneys’ feoes

14
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incurred in this action, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §285.

I. That Plaintiffs recover their taxable costs and
disbursements herein.
J. That Plaintiffs recover both pre-judgment and post-

judgment interest.

K. That Plaintiffs have such other and further relief

as the Court deems just and proper.

Dated: January 28, 2004 : ———— ~
John Cyril Malloy, [IT
Florida Bar No. 964,220
Peter A. Matos

Florida Bar No. 992,879
Andrew W. Ransom

Florida Bar No. 964, 344
John Fulton, Jr.

Florida Bar No. 173,800
MALLOY & MALLOY, P.A.

2800 S.W. Third Avenue
Miami, Florida 33129
Telephone (305) 858-8000
Facsimile (305) 858-0008

FOAMM DOCSAS LITALIT J004\S%41-03 Goldpace knterpirises, oo, and Castomer Minded As=ac paten, TneNSh41
Commplaint cwpd
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EXHIBIT B
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Kohls.com - Men's Department Page 1 of 1

L
B €8] 21 M B sicnin o customerservice o track your ordes l m

hamesiery

Gifts for Men

Gifts for the Family e

Shirts ’ ALE $14.99 sALE $25.99
Jeans E onoma 5-pkt. Jeans Croft & Barrow®

Pants & Shorts Piqué Polo
Athletic Apparel

Outerwear 0% Off
Socks & Underwear ‘Hanes® Classics®
Sleepwear . 1 ‘Underwear
Swim Shop
Watches & Jewelry / '50-70% Off
Fragrances ; ‘Winter Outerwear
Wallets & Belts :
e or 25-50% Off

rands for Men
Young Men's ’Athletic Apparel

School Uniforms
Brands for Young
Men

contact us e-mail sales alerts  product recalls  shipping  shopping guides site map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store locator our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Illinofs, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's illinois, Inc.
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Dockers Flat Front Go Khaki { y ] Page 1 of 1

&

m Sign-in » CUsStomer Sarvice o SCK yOuT 0107 G:E-kiéé?‘i:ﬁ'i. ' m

: . .
WOENET S -
P

??ff;‘q'az:vw shopsing g /nseckont. 16 item(s), $267.99 total

Home/ Men's / Brands for Men / Dockers / Pants & Shorts / Dockers® Flat Front Go Khaki®

Dockers® Flat Front Go Khaki® :
orig. $39.99 mEPERFEC:T;‘GiFE
sale $29.99 e B0 e 5]

54

Select the item below.

Click on a swatch to view the color.

- 7//////% - vaaur Brandard Beoicnt Srog Mo

Black Khaki Navy Stone

ryeniarged] (alternala gy,
;f,;ima;zg:q J?viaw ');

Perhaps the perfect khakis. Treated with Stain Defender™, these pants make inevitable
spills no big deal. With the “shirt gripper” waistband to keep your shirt tucked in. And a
permanent crease for wash-and-wear ease.

e Flat front
s Front pockets on seam
e Button-through back pockets
e Zipper fly
e Cotton/polyester blend
¢ Machine wash
¢ Imported
Item Price Color Size Quantity
Dockers® Flat Front Go Khaki® o ey +|Choose a Color ] +[Choose a Size ] i

Ship this ftem to:  ,|Choose an address »]

contact us ¢ mail sates alerts  product recalls shipping shopping guides site map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store tocator our websites
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l_-lorng/ Kids’

contact us

about us

sy
Yyt

DEEY, 2

Gifts for Kids

wmery

( f Page 1 of |
]

Sign-in o Ccustomer sarvice e tr8ck your ordes Q;‘_-

>
A

2

roe

16 item(s), $267.99 total

gk b 2y sl [ T T
?j& I 371’1';,':&3-,::';4{} 'Umg} {nhacun .

Gifts for the Family

Baby Gear
Newborns'
Infants'
Toddler Boys’
Boys' 4-7
Boys' 8-20

Boys' Accessories

Toddler Girls
Girls' 4-6x
Girls' 7-16

$10.99-$21.99
Jeans

30% Off
Girls’ 4-16 I1Z Byer
California Separates

40% Off
Toddlers' Sonoma
Separates

For Toddlers
For Boys 4-20

For Girls 4-16 50-70% Off

Winter Outerwear

For Boys 4-20
For Girls 4-16

Girls' Accessories
Sleepwear & Robes

Outerwear
Swim Shop

School Uniforms

Shoes
Toys

Kohl's Cares for Kids

Brands for Boys
Brands for Girls

careers

e-mail sales alerts

,,,,

product recalls  shipping  shopping guides site map today's ad

company news investor relations store locator our websites

. RNMWN
BN |
%\(

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Illinois, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's tlinois, Inc.
Please read our Security & Privacy Policy and Lcgal Notices.
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Levi's Red Tab 517 Flare Jeans - Rog £ Page 1 of 1
t -
m SiGN-iN e CUBIOMES SBIVICE » rack yous srdes Ga-eea:‘d%'z. [ m
o D e ‘ ' . o " Ly
womets | wmers | o romaslers AT % gfrshop L2 bridslragety BByt card |

;'S, e shnpping g Snneckont 17 item(s), $280.98 total

Home/ Kids' / Toddler Girls' / Jeans / Levi's® Red Tab™ 517® Flare Jeans - Rosy
Item(s) added to your shopping bag!

%, Levi's® Red Tab™ 517® Flare Jeans - Rosy ‘
reg. $17.99 THE E_FE(S GiFny
sale $12.99 . i d
S in- e
Select the item below.  &acime
Click on a swatch to view the color. G#4 L3rds 3k Aiways &;\Iiéped FREE
; ‘ . , l Vi » andary Sacvaal Shan Hue
Rosey More to Consider
Carter's® Glitterfly Toddler
e peereemearmeres Shoes
e orig. $29.99
it sale $14.99
Pretty in pink! Toddlers will love these fashionable jeans. Classic Levi's quality in an
extra-fun, flare-leg style. In rosy pink.
e Snap closure
e 5-pocket
e Zipper fly
¢ 100% cotton
e Machine wash
e Imported
Item Price Color Size Quantity
Levi's® Red Tab™ 517® Flare reg. 517.99 - " |—‘
Jeans - Rosy sale $12.99 »|Choose a Color _] -'Choose a Size __‘ «|1

Ship this item to: -|Choose an address v}

* add lo bag W

* Required Ftelds

contact us  c¢-mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping shopping guides site map  today's ad

about us carcers company news investor relations store locator our websites
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Kohls.com - Homestore Departmente = Page 1 of |

t E
KOHLS | r @

SIGN-in w Customes service « raCK youf ordes Q:
: [y By e e
womans L BB atishep Ehtridatreguiny G gt card |

WTHES

: j e
menz ¢ hads

o ,
% i v b ey re iy Bae Ay Ak
Yk WD 3;?;':'7“!);\';1 i) kD AR e

0 item(s), 0.00 total
Home/ Homestore

Gifts for Home
Gifts for the Family
Holiday Home

sae $99.99

Bath

Bedroom Dockers® Twin
Dining Bedding Sets
Floor Care 40% Off

Frames & Wall Decor
Home Accents

Home Essentials
Kitchen

Kitchen Electrics
Luggage & Backpacks
Personal Care

Rugs 20% Off

Slipcovers
Brands for the Home KitchenAid™ Bakeware

Necessities for
Newlyweds

Slipcovers

15-20% Off

Stand Mixers

contact us e-mail sales alerts  product recalls  shipping  shopping guides site map today’s ad

about us careers company news investor refations store locator our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Itlinois, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's lilinois, Inc.
Please read our Security & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.
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Kohl's Homestore - Bath - Luxury Gg "'ections

P ey mens |

Home/ Homestore / Bath / Luxury Collections
: Luxury Collections

Verona Bath Rug
. reg. $29.99

Gifts for Home
Gifts for the Family
Holiday Home
Bath
Towels
Bath Rugs
Bath Coordinates
Shower Curtains
Luxury Collections
Kids' Bath

Bath Accessories Martex®
Seasonal Accents Platinum
Scales ///// m Supima® Towels
Shower Heads e reg. 59.99 -
Beach Towels $17.99

Bedroom

Dining

Floor Care

Frames & Wall Decor
Home Accents

Home Essentials
Kitchen

Kitchen Electrics
Luggage & Backpacks
Personal Care

Rugs

Slipcovers

Brands for the Home
Necessities for
Newlyweds

Martex® Luxor
Bath Rug
Collection

reg. $9.99 -
$29.99

contact us ¢ mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping

about us careers company news investor relations

A
m SigN~in & CuUSIOMEs SBIVICe o USCK YOUS 01087 Q:;.:_;,;g,-

shopping guides

Page 1 of 1

A%

Yerona Towel
Collection
reg. $8.99 -
$17.99

sale $6.29 -
$12.59

Mohawk Home
g Belair Bath Rug
Collection

Martex® Luxor
Egyptian Cotton
Towels

reg. $11.99 - reg. $5.99 -
$34.99 $11.99
Martex® Malverme Towel
-+ Platinum Collection - Chili
. Microfine™ reg. $9.99 -

$19.99
sale $6.69 -
$13.39

1.2 3

site map today's ad

store locator our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Illinols, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's Illinots, Inc.
Please rcad our Sccurity & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.
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Kohl's Homestore - Bath - Towels (

Ko“l:s SIGN-iN o CusloMmes service « YBCK Yous order

AN

FITNETS

The Big One™
Bath Towels i
reg. $3.99 - $7.99 % %

Gifts for Home
Gifts for the Family
Holiday Home
Bath
Towels
Solid
Decorative
Character
Bath Rugs
Bath Coordinates
Shower Curtains
Luxury Collections
Kids' Bath
Bath Accessories
Scasonal Accents
Scales
Shower Heads
Beach Towels
Bedroom
Dining
Floor Care
Frames & Wall Decor
Home Accents
Home Essentials

Villager Towels
reg. $7.99 -

- $13.99

Monogram Hand

Towel
reg. $9.99

s

z Page 1 of 1
) 3
o -]
Y
siearsnce "ig gt eheyp "” tridstiragaairy %3 $1 r?ffi

"f‘ sy 5 0 item(s), 0.00 total
12345 6 7 8:%
The Great One® Martex®
Towels Platinum
} reg. $3.99 - 59.99 7/’ upima® Towels
reg. 59.99
$17.99
Martex® Luxor Martex®
Egyptian Cotton . Platinum
Towels s Mlcrofme
_ reg. $5.99 - Towels
$11.99 reg. 59.99 -
$19.99

Verona Towel
Collection

-, Butterflies
=1 Towel Collection

. . sale $6.69 Ty 0 reg. $9.99 - $17.99
Kitchen _ : LA 619.99 sale $6.29 -
Kitchen Electrics S Y sale $6.99 - $12.59
Luggage & Backpacks Wl ¢ ’ ’

7 $13.99
Personal Care
Rugs
Slipcovers
Brands for the Home ey
Necessities for 1234567 8
Newlyweds
contact us  c-mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping  shopping guides  site map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations

store locator

our websites
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Kohl's Homestore - Bath - Towels g £ Page 1 of |
X .
m SigN-in « CustOMEr SBrviCe e 8CK YOUS order Quwart I m
WOTRETS L uniors ’ mens § 0 heds LIEATHENNG ;;ﬁggz?z shop ;,?.l_:bnrm!r-xg:';ziry %grﬁ card |
"j iy shopping iy /rhecks ot 0 item(s), 0.00 total
Home/ Homestore / Bath / Towels
Ry Towels 412345 6 7 8ii
Gifts for Home Snowflake Chain Winter Seaso _ Crystal
.Towel Collection |, Snowflake Towel

Gifts for the Family : Towel Collection

Holiday Home Collection

orig. 59.99 -

Bat;]owe!s $19.99 $19.99 $19.99
solid sale $1.99 - sale $1.99 - sale $1.99 -
Decorative $3.99 53.99 $3.99
Character
Bath Rugs
Bath Coordinates
Shower Curtains Nordic Lodge Nordic Lodge Crystal
Luxury Collections Jacquard Towel Towel Collection Snowflake
Kids'Bath Collection Jacquard Towel
Bath Accessories orig. $8.99 - orig. $9.99 - Collection
Scasonal Accents $14.99 $19.99 orig. $8.99 -
Scales sale $1.79 - sale $1.99 - $8.99
Shower Heads $2.99 $3.99 sale $1.79 -

Beach Towels
Bedroom
Dining
Floor Care
Frames & Wall Decor
Home Accents
Home Essentials
Kitchen
Kitchen Electrics
Luggage & Backpacks
Personal Care
Rugs
Slipcovers
Brands for the Home .
Necessities for 231 2 3 4 5 6 7 8.
Newlyweds

$1.79

Patchwork
Towel Collection

Country
Snowman Towel
Collection

orig. $8.99 -
$8.99

sale $1.79 -
$1.79

“Let it Snow”
Towel Collection

orig. 59.99 -
$19.99
sale $1.99 -
$3.99

orig. 58.99 -
$11.99
sale $1.79 -
$2.39

contact us c-mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping shopping guides sitec map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store locator our websites
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Martex Platinum Supima Towels

KOHLS

OIS ey

NG

#
X

SIGN~IN & CUSICMES SETviCe o USCK YOS OIS

% ~riga3x 3 be famdy S s Sy ploam o
R 3;4;'-");3-,"(:, '.'.} J:xf} Trapeinut
> : f

Home/ Homestore / Bath / Towels / Solid / Martex® Platinum Supima® Towels

ik

Martex® Platinum Supima® Towels
reg. 59.99 - $17.99

Select the item below.

Click on a swatch to view the color.

7 | o

Amethyst Cameo Cinnamon
Il
Midnight

Ming Red

Peridot

Red Lilac

Prairie Sky
V.
/ 3 s o
Shadow Grey Sunwash Yellow  White

£
%

(R

Dark Plum

Shadow Green

Quality you'll feel every day. Spoil your skin with sumptuous Supima® combed-cotton
loops. The softness, strength and absorbency will wow you! Bath, hand and wash cloth
with dobby border and end hem. Fingertip towel with fringed edges. Over 1.5 lbs. of

cotton in each super-sized 30" x 58" bath towel. In lots of fresh colors!

Hand towel, 16" x 28"
Washcloth, 13" x 13”

100% cotton
Machine wash

Item

Martex® Platinum Supima® Bath Towel
Martex® Platinum Supima® Hand Towel

Martex® Platinum Supima® Fingertip Towel

Fingertip towel, 12" x 18 1/2"

Martex® Platinum Supima® Washcloth

contact us  ¢-mail sales alerts

about us careers

company news

product recalls

Price
reg. $17.99

reg. $13.99
reg. $9.99

reg. $9.99

Color

Page 1 of 2

Tt |

0 item(s), 0.00 total

THE PERFECT Gy

Quantity

.IChoose a Color

K

5

-IChoose a Color :_I

-

.IChoose a Color v}

N

.lChoose a Color :J

Ship this item to:

shipping shopping guides site map

investor relations store locator

l/ll {L)Lf

i

.lChoose an address -]

: addtobag &J
et c————Ay

* Required Fields

today's ad

our websites

© 2003-2004 Koht's Hlinoss, Inc. Kohl's® and Koht's brarfI)names are trademarks of Koht's Ithinots, tnc.
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Kohl's Homestore - Bedroom P

WGENT S wmiary’

Home/ Homestore / Bedroom

Gifts for Home
Gifts for the Family
Holiday Home
Bath
Bedroom
Bed in a Bag® &
Bed Sets
Luxury Bed Sets
Comforters
Duvet Covers
Coordinates
Sheets
Bed Skirts
Blankets
Quilts
Kids' Room
Mattress Pads
Pillows
Window
Treatments
Dining
Floor Care
Frames & Wall Decor
Home Accents
Home Essentials
Kitchen
Kitchen Electrics
Luggage & Backpacks
Personal Care
Rugs
Slipcovers
Brands for the Home
Necessities for
Newlyweds

contact us  ¢-mail sales alerts

about us careers

s

Bedroom

X
Konl:s SIGN-in « Custormer Service e 8CK your o10es

brds

Bed 1n a Bag® & Bed Sets
200-Thread Count
© 220-Thread Count
250-Thread Count
View All

Kids' Room
4 BedSets
4. Accessories
. View All
o
4

Window Treatments

product recalls

company news

view All

shipping

investor relatons

p‘g wigne nhnns

Y e2 ¥ J}I'\u

Luxury Bed Sets
j View All

Coordinates

: - Cannon Royal
-+ Family

/% Dockers
Martex

4 Sonoma

View All

Blankets
View All

Mattress Pads

Standard

! specialty

o Feather Beds

422 Covers & Protectors

 View All

shopping guides site map today's ad

store locator our websites

\ce

ingy fragy Mrneckout:

\/3\iu

Page 1 of 2

[ lﬂ

0 item(s), 0.00 total

Comforters

Sheets

///// Solid

Prmt
% Flannel
Yiew All

( Separates
g Quilt Sets
§ view All

Pillows
Down Pillows
Synthectic Pillows
wnmmee. COVErs & Protectors

View All

http “'www kohis com/main/category jsp’FOLDER® 03C%03Efolder id=4107733& PRODUCT®03C°o3Eprd_1d=125




Case 1:04-cv-20217-PAS Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 01/29/2004 Page 36 of 80
Kohls.com - Clearance Department{ d Page 1 of 1

H

Women'’s
Juniors’
Men’s

Kids'
Homestore

contact us e-mail sales alerts  product recalls  shipping  shopping guides site map today's ad

about us careers

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Illinafs, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are tradcmarks of Kohl's Hlinois, Inc.

company news

SIGN-iN & CUSICITES SBIVICe o HSCK your ordes

S

12

A s Binpring by

25043} 2

orig. $34.00

now $10.20
il
///}//i)///)/i/%
Villager
Celestial
Fleece

L.ounger Robe

orig. $40.00

// i
now $12.00 / //////{/

G.A.S,

Marabou-Trim § ¥ - /

Sweater y Y /;///////%
",

orig. $32.00 i ) . 2 %

now $9.60 /7

frmpchnyt

17 item(s), $280.98 total

Croft &
Barrow®

Marled Jersey

Sweater

orig. $44.00
now $13.20

Sonema Full-

Zip Sleeve-

Stripe Fleece
weatshirt

orig. $28.00
now $7.00

Croft &
Barrow® Solid
Mockneck
Sweater

orig. $42.00
now $12.60

investor relations store locator our websites

Please read our Sccurity & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.
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Villager Celestial Lounger P ] £ Page 1 of 1
X
KOHLS SIGN-in o CUSIOMRS SBrvice o BCK YOUT O7der

BTG TS weers 1 omenz 0 keds Mm,.mv boslearsace

........................................................

Soere phnpang adg/nseckot. 17 item(s), $280.98 total

Villager Celestial Fleece Lounger Robe 4
orig. $40.00 '{HE PE‘F,:CA’T G“:T?
now $12.00 ied 2%

Availability of sizes, colors or styles may vary.

Select the item below.

Celestial style! This fleece tounger robe is perfect for relaxing. Featuring an all-over,
moon-stripe print. In blue.

o Zip front
e 100% polyester
¢ Machine wash
e By Liz Claiborne, Inc.
s Imported
Size Chart
S 6-8
M 10-12
L 14-16
XL 18-20

Size chart is a general guide. It may include sizes that are unavailable for this item.

Item Price Size Quantity
Villager Celestial Fleece Lounger orig. 540.00 -
Robo' 8 no& €12.00 »|Choose a Size _'_" .I

Ship this item to: -|Choose an address ‘:]

" add o bag

° Required Fields

contact us ¢ -matl sales alerts  product recalls shipping shopping guides site map  today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store tocator our websites
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Sign-in or Register £ = Page 1 of 1
\ S
m SiGN-in « Customer service « tr3ck youf ordes GE,—-%E/."’::-:L:Z':; ’ m

N . j : : o :
WOENET S b wmiars | mens 0 keds nipra Eiary
B . H H : H

?:ff-“.'ii?‘&; nhnpring g fohecknut. 18 item(s), $292.98 total

Begin Checkout

Unregistered Checkout Registered Customer Checkout
If you want to remain unregistered, If you have a Kohls.com account, enter your e-mail address &
click continue. password and click sign-in.

E-mail Address: "’l

You will have the opportunity to save your information and create
a Kohls,com Account at the end of Checkout.

Password: ,l

.;] % sign-in ?’ia

Forget your Password?

. continue

contact us e-mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping shopping guides site map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store locator our websites
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New Shipping Address Vs = Page 1 of 2
R ¢
. 5 * R . . N
KQ"LS SIGN-IN o CUSICIIS SBTVICE o 1YSCK yOUT Order Quwarin [ m
S . ; . E . [ ) L 3L ' T e
wormen's | jumiers PR ’ hds COmAEIETE 1 fWArsneY % gt shop i’} tridstragimiey % g4t cord
fﬁvit?w nhnping iy Inhnckont: 0 item(s}, 0.00 total

Shipping Information

Please complete the Ship-to Other Address information. For each Ship to Address, we'll ask you to select a Shipping Method.
You will be able to review this information again during the checkout process. If you are a registered customer at Kohls.com,
we will automatically save this ship-to address in your address book for future use. The address will be stored under the
name you provide.

Ship-to Other: Click here for Help. Or, call us toll-free:
(866)887-8884
Enter the Ship-to Other Address. Don't forget! Select your preferred Shipping Method below.

For future reference, please name this address:*

t[Susan {e.g., Self, Home, Mom or Work.)
First Name: -IJane
Last Name tIDoe
Address: *|5555 Main Street
Apt. or Suite #: IS
City: «|Coconut Grove
State: »|Florida
ZIP Code: NI
Contact Phone: +J305 . 555 . f1212

* denotes a required field

Shipping Method:

Please tell us the way you'd like us to ship your Kohls.com purchase(s).
Read about our shipping rates and policies.

Shipping Cost Summary
Standard Ground® $6.95 $1

5-10 calendar days first each
shipped via UPS item addtl.
7 Priority Alr $15 $3
Shipping Method: «|Continental US - Standard Ground _:] :P'n?p‘;::'::;’&p“sy‘ "t';:‘ Z‘dct';
addtl.

*Alaska/Hawali, APO/FPO:
Standard Ground Only, shipped via USPS

Questions? Find answers in our
Shipping & Handling Policy.

When your Ship-to Other information is complete, “continue.”

http “www kohls com/products/product_page multiplel jsp1/21/04 K[} - /2 1 /C\(
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New Billing Address (
Konus SiGN-iD o CUSIOMEr SBTVICE o YBLK YOS Oroes
women's | jumiers | mens | WS | homadters

Billing Information

Enter Your Billing Address:

- Page 1 of |

Quovart l m

First Name: *’Eme

Last Name wlSmith

Address: -]T111 South Pointe

Apt. or Suite #: ]

City: »{Miami

State: «|Florida |

ZIP Code: Ji3r2e

Contact Phone: +|305 . «[555 . «|5555

E-mail Address: -Iyourname@host.com (e.g., yourname®host.com)

I Yes, | want to Sign-up for Sale Alerts! £-mail me about Kohls.com’s biggest sales.

‘Required Fields
Save my info for next time (optional):

Fill in the information below to save your info and create a Kohls.com Account.

{Your Kohls.com Sign-in Name, e.g., yourname®@host.com.)

First Name: lJane

Last Name: |Smfth

E-mail Address: |

Choose Password: I (Must be 5-8 characters. Passwords arc case-sensitive,)
Confirm Password: l

Identity Verification Question & Answer

Should you forget your password, we'll use this question and answer to confirm your identity.

ID Verification Question: [setect One ~
ID Verification Answer: |

*Required Fields

(30 characters maximum. for security if you forget your Password.)

Click on “continue” to preview your order and select a payment method.

contact us ¢ mail sales alerts product recalls shipping shopping guides site map

about us careers company news investor relations store locator

| conlinue )J

today's ad

our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Illinois, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohi's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's illinots, Inc.
Please read our Securnty & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.

https //www kohls com/checkout/kohlsCheckoutSignln jsp1/21/04
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{ €

18 item(s), $292.98 total

Here’s how to modify the items in your shopping bag.

Please Sign-in or Create an Account (optional).

Ship-to Susan: Address: 5555 Main Street Shipping Method: Standard Ground
5
Coconut Grove, FL 33133
Item Description Is this a Color Size Your Price Quantity Total Remove
gift?

Martex® Luxor
Egyptian Cotton
Bath Towel

Sku #

ko - Vet oy
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Mewrdibopping Bag { € Page 1 of 2
m Sign~in o Custores service » USCK yOur orées
otk wTiars , mfn ?d'x rornewiaery G Y T
'f Goowres phnagers) Dagy Mo neckout

shopping bag

& 4 Fopping | pegmcheskaunp |

r Cameo BATH TOWEL 11.99 .|'10_ $119.90 r
Unifonbay® Ruched r Pink Green 18 MONTH 6.30 ,,|1 $6.30 r~
Tee

Sku # 09698011

Croft & Barrow® r Jester Red SMALL 7.80 ,F— $7.80 r
Striped Piqué Polo

Sku # 35324400

Summer Gir(™ r Black SML AV/RG 26.00 ,,|1 $26.00 r
"Spring Swirl”

Halter-Style Top
Sku # 34512002

Summer Girl™ r Black SML AV/RG 26.00 ,ﬁ_ $26.00 r
"Spring Swirl”

Cinched-Side

Bottoms

Sku # 34516002

T & Company 2-pc. r Peri 8 52.00 N
Dress Suit
Sku # 04212515

$52.00 r

&

Dockers® Flat r Navy 32X32 29.99 -
Front Go Khaki®
Sku # 25682046

$29.99 r

=

Levi's® Red Tab™ r Rosey 47 12.99 N
517® Flare Jeans -

Rosy

Sku # 09718773

$12.99 r

=

Villager Celestial r Blue LARGE 12.00 ,|T" $12.00 r
fleece Lounger
Robe

Sku # 09442027

kg Vet ey

hup //'www kohls com /main/shopping_cart jsp?’PRODUCT? 03C°03Eprd_id=60035399&FOLDER®03C%3Efolder 1
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Your Shopping Bag P ‘ Page 2 of 2
L}
* required fields {ﬁ‘ﬂg};’ .......... i
Subtotal $292.98
Estimated Shipping $23.95
Estimated Tax (6%) $17.58
Total $334.51
Review our complete Shipping & Handling policy.,
s | begin checicatip |

Modify Your Shopping Bag

e Change your color/size selections and/or Ship-to Address by clicking on the item description to return to the product
page.

o Delete an item by checking the "Remove” box to the right of it. Click on the "Update your Order” link under your order
summary to refresh your Shopping Bag.

o Indicate a gift item by checking the "Is this a gift?" box to the right of it. Click on the "Update your Order” link under
your order summary to refresh your Shopping Bag. If you have multiple items of one product and they are gifts, each
item will be separated onto its own order line.

s For additional assistance, visit Shopping Bag Help.

Discount

o [f a discount applies to your order, it will be discounted from your transaction subtotal, before shipping and tax.
Estimated Shipping & Tax

e How is shipping estimated? We take the number of addresses you're shipping to and the number of items you're
purchasing and calculate an approximate shipping cost based on our Standard Ground Shipping Costs.

¢ How is tax estimated? We take your Shopping Bag Subtotal and apply 6% sales tax. (6% is just an estimate based on
“typical” sales tax percentages nationwide. Actual sales tax will be calculated based upon your Ship-to Address and the
taxability of the items purchased.) Kohl's Gift Cards are not taxable.

e These are just estimates. Your actual shipping costs and sales tax will appear on your Invoice Preview,

e Tax exemptions. If you are purchasing on behalf of a tax-exempt organization, or claim a sales tax exemption as a
Native American, and would like to discuss how to purchase tax-free at Kohls.com, please call Customer Service toll-
free at 866-887-8884.

Top of Page

contact us  c¢-mail sales alerts  product recalls shipping  shopping guides sitc map today's ad

about us carcers company news investor relations store locator our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's Lilinots, Inc. Kohi's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's ltlinois, Inc.
Please read our Security & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.
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Finalize Order f € Page 1 of 2
|
m SiGN~-in » CUSIDMET SBIVICe o rBCK yOUr OfUeY Q l
WOMETD | umiers’ o omanz G heds homasiere D clzargnce : iry B g m.rtig

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

;"f'( Wiy nhnping bag frheckeut. 18 item(s), $292.98 total

Preview Your Order & Enter Payment Information

Preview Your Order:

Ship-to Susan Address: Billing Address

Edit this Address Edit your Billing Address
5555 Main Street Jane Smith

5 Shipping Method: 1111 South Pointe
Coconut Grove, FL 33133 Continental US - Standard Ground Miami, Florida 33129
Item Description Gift Color Size Your Price  Quantity Total Price
Martex® Luxor Egyptian Cotton Bath No Cameo BATH $11.99 10 $119.90
Towel TOWEL

Sku# 01541042

Unionbay® Ruched Tee No Pink Green 18 MONTH $6.30 1 $6.30
Sku# 09698011

Croft & Barrow® Striped Piqué Polo No Jester Red SMALL $7.80 1 $7.80
Sku# 35324400

Summer Girl™ "Spring Swirl™ Haiter-Style No Black SML AV/RG $26.00 1 $26.00
Top

Sku# 34512002

Summer Girl™ "Spring Swirl” Cinched-Side No Black SML AV/RG $26.00 1 $26.00
Bottoms

Sku# 34516002

T & Company 2-pc. Dress Suit No Peri 8 $52.00 1 $52.00
Sku# 04212515

Dockers® Flat Front Go Khaki® No Navy 32X32 $29.99 1 $29.99
Sku# 25682046

Levi's® Red Tab™ 517® Flare Jeans - Rosy No Rosey 47 $12.99 1 $12.99
Sku# 09718773

Villager Celestial Fleece Lounger Robe No Blue LARGE $12.00 1 $12.00
Sku# 09442027

To modify your order, go back to your Shopping Bag.

Subtotal $292.98
Promo Code? Gift Card? _ Shipping $231.95
Low g Foble curg Pramo Code. Wae g kohls Gift ward. Tax $0.00

none applied none applied
Total $316.93

Payment Information

<4 - \ et ey

https //www kohls com/checkout’kohlsCheckoutBilling jsp1:21:04
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Finalize Order ( - Page 2 of 2

Kohl's Credit Card Information

Other Credit Card information

Card Type Kohl's Card Type ]Choose a credit card #
Name on Card |

Name on Card ]
Card # | Card # ‘

Choose a month #:

Exp. Date

* Required fields
To place this order, you must click on "Place Order.” ;

; e f
By doing so, you agree to the Legal Notices of Kohls.com, | place order -;___——/}
a USA-based retailer.

contact us e-mail sales alerts  product recalls  shipping  shopping guides  site map today's ad

about us careers company news investor relations store locator our websites

© 2003-2004 Kohl's I{linois, Inc. Kohl's® and Kohl's brand names are trademarks of Kohl's Illinois, Inc.
Please read our Security & Privacy Policy and Legal Notices.

{<fj VX /Ou
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United States Patent

Christensen
[54] GARMENT FOLDING TABLE
{76] Inventor:  Larry Alan Christensen, 103 St. Croix
Ct., Aurora, [II. 60504
[21]  Appl. No.: 09/075,640
{22] Filed: May 11, 1998
[S1] Into CL7 A41H 33/00
152) US.Ch o 223/37, 493/405
[58] FKield of Search ... ... 223/37, 30, 493/405,
493/411, 413, 452
[56] References Cited
US. PATENT DOCUMENTS
1,057,851 111928 Schremp PIRTRY)
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Attorney, Agent, or Iirm—John . Albrecht
[57) ABSTRACT

A hand operated garment folding table for processing knit
upper garments comprises an adjustable width bed and a pair
of fixed arms. Offsel hinges couple the arms to the bed.
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3 4
having a length cqual to the fength of said bed and a 2. A manual garment folding table 1in accordance with
fixed width, and offset hinge means attached W one caim 1 whercin:
long edge of said right arm and to the other long edge the width of said bed is adjustable, and the sum of the
of said bed, said offsct hinge means constructed to widths of said left and right arms is greater than the
provide a gap of a planned width between the oppusing maximum width of the bed.

surfaces of said bed and of an arm when said arm s
fully rotated over said bed. . o o
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a2 United States Patent (10) Patent No.:  US 6,269,987 Bl

LaPace et al. 45) Date of Patent: Aug. 7, 2001
(54) FOLDING ASSEMBLY 5,417,641 5/1995 Warren .
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1
FOLDING ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a folding assembly designed to
facilitate the manual arrangement of any of a plurality of
different articles into a folded oricntation, on an independent
basis, wherein various operative components of the folding
assembly are expandable or extendable into their intended,
operative position during the folding procedure, and are
sclectively disposable into a stored or collapsed, inoperative
position to facilitate transport of the folding asscmbly
between different Jocations.

2. Description of the Related Art

Numerous deviees exist which are direeted to the arrange-
ment of garments, as well as other articles, in a
predetermined, folded position. Such folding devices vary
from small manually operated structures, which may be used
al home or in an covironment where only occasional folding,
is reqquired, to large mechanized folding devices, which are
extremely expensive and primanly designed for stnctly
commetcial covitonments where ganments or other articles
are nunfactured and/or packaged in extremely large num-
bers. Devices of the type set torth above are commercially
available and are primanly directed 1o an attempt to save
both time and labor, which would normally be cxpendedaf
the process were refegated o laboriously hand folding cach
anticle. 1o addition, except in the home or domestic
cuvironmemt, the hand folding of garments or other articles
is penerally unaceeptable due to the lack of uniformity
resulting from such manual folding. §1 15 of course recog-
nized that such uniformity in appearance of the folded article
is a nceessity ina comumcercial or rotail ostablishment,
wherein the folded article is made available in a container or
package ol standard dimension and configuration, or the
folded article is presented for display in a manner which is
hopefully appealing to the consuming public.

Accordingly, depended upon the particular arca of
apphication, folding devices have primanly been designed
for specialized apphcations, in order o accomphish cither
individual or bulk folding of a varicty of different types ot
aricles ar of speaitic articles, such as shurts or the like
Therefore, wath the e xeeption of the bulk folding of articles,
as prmandy used an the garment imdustry, the wdividual
folding of parments or other articles s usually accomphished
cither by the use of Jully or semiantomatic machines, small,
inexpensive and less than dutable folding boards, small
apparatus specttically designed 1o fold ganments or other
articles for purposes of packaging or, as sel forth above, by
the ahivicdual hand folding o} cach stem. A 1ecognized
disadvantage of the above sct forth catcgonies of folding
devices s ther lack of versatdaty aod abiliny 10 be used
other thann the specalized field, for which they ace imtially
desygned o example, there s cettainly no aeed ae se foe
a fully o scun antomane folding machine i a commercial
o retal estabhishment, such as a department store the hke,
where uniform tolding is important but, wherein the quantity
ol atticles that must be folded, or refolded docs not jusuty
the cxpense ol such mechamzed equipment Morcover, such
mechamzed devices do not gencrally provide a desitable
degree of portability so as 1o allow workers to gather and
tald dems convenently at a display location Alternatively,
lolding tables or hke devices whach are manually operated
ate typacally tormed trom inexpensive, Light weight matenal
having a relatively short operable hife and which are spe-
atically not intended 1o accommodate the folding of large

2

3

<
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numbers of garments or other articies. Likewise, such less
sophisticated devices are still somewhat cumbersome to
manipulate and move to a desired folding location when a
number of spaced display locations are present within a
particular cstablishment.

Also, in certain locations such as department stores or
other similar retail cstablishments, available space is at a
premium. Accordingly, space dedicated to the storage of a
folding table or like device is typically unavailable. Known
ar conventional garment folding assemblies, of the type set
forth above, are not rcadily adaptable for use in locations
where the folding of garments or other articles is necessary
for cither display or packaging, but where the storage space
needed to maintain such folding tables is at a minimum or
non-cxistent,

‘Therefore, based on the above disadvantages and the
averall failure of known or conventional designs to incor-
porate sufficicnt versatility and mobility to be adaptable for
usc in a varicty of different commercial, retaif and/or domes-
tic cnvironments, there is an obvious need in this arca for an
mproved folding asscmbly. Such an improved folding
assembly should be capable of being operated manually, but
should also have sufficient versatility to be used with any
one of a wide vancty ol different types ol article for
arrangement thereof in a predetermined, folded orientation,
resulting in the folded article having a sufficiently uniform
appearance o facilitate its display and/or packaging. In
addition, such an improved folding asscmibly should be
incxpensive and light weight, yet be formed from materials
and or structural companents which assure a long operable
life and which facilitate the folding device to be transported
from location o location without placing unduce stress on
personne] responsible for its re-location or transport. Finally,
an improved folding assembly of the type referred to herein
should be capable of being selectively oricnted in cither an
aperative position or a collapsed position, wherein when in
the collapsed position, the improved folding assembly has a
significantly reduced size and configuration so as to be
conveniently stored in any of a variety of locations, particu-
larly in establishments where storage space is at a nunimum.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Ihe present nvention sclates (o a folding assembly
designed o arrange any of a wide vancty of articles into a
folded orientation by the manual mampulabon of an orcn-
laton device The onentation device comprises a mai,
centrally disposed segment and at least two side segments
extending laterally ontward from the mam scpment in
spaced relation thereto An attachment assembly, which s
preferably fonmed from a flexable matenal, movably anter-
canneets cach of the side segments to oppostte sides ol the
mamn segmenl or an another cmboduncent lo athcr substan-
tally oppositely disposed structural components of the on-
cating device, as will be explamcd i gicater detal herem.
attcr In cither embodiment, the side scgments are movably
secured o the onenting device i a manner winch allows the
mdependent, substantally prvotal movement of cach ol the
sife segments o alternale tashion, from an outwardly
cxtended posittion, tor antial support of a parment ot other
atticle thercon, o a substantially overlying position relative
to the man segment, thereby acconplishugg a portion ol the
tolded onentation 1he mait segimcnt, as well as cach ol side
may 1 dutienston and
configutation, dependent upon the type and ot size ot the
sticle bang folded  However, an overall duncaston of
contiguration of cach of the mam and side scgments 1y
preterably such as o allow sullicient versatility to enable the

scpents, ol course vary
R Y
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orientation device to be used in the folding of any number
of a varicty of different articles of a variety of different sizes
and thicknesses. Also, regardless of the type of articles being
folded, a substantially uniform fold will be the result.

One structural feature of the present invention is the
aforementioned attachment assembly, wherein at least one
altachment member extends outwardly from opposite sides
or peripheral portions of the main segment into movable
sceurement with a correspondingly positioned side or
peripheral portion of cach of the individual side scgments.
Accordingly, when in their cxpanded position, cach of the
side scgments are disposed laterally outward from the main
segment in spaced apart relation thereto. However, when the
side segments are alternately disposed into a folded position,
the flexibility of the attachment member allows for the free
pivotal movement as well as an automatic adjustment to
accommodate the thickness of the material from which an
anticle is formed or the overall thickness of the article being
folded. It should be apparent therefore that the folding
assembly of the present invention is readily adaptable for
use in folding articles or garments formed of a varicly
different types of materials, without changing the configu-
ration or dimension or being foreed 1o adjust the relative
positions of the operative componetils of the folding
asscmbly, such as the main scgment and side scgiments,
relative to one another.

Another Teature of the present invention is the provision
of a support assembly, which, when in a supporting position,
engages and positions the orienting device, including the
main scgment and outwardly extending side scgments, at a
preferred height above a floor, platform or other supporting
surface on which the folding assembly of the preseatinven-
tion is disposed. The height of the support assembly can be
regulated in order to position the orienting device at a
desired location to accomplish the process of folding depen-
dent on the particular location or arca where the folding
PrOCESSES OCCUrS.

lo addition, the support assembly of the present invention
comprises a plurality of support members or legs which, as
set forth in greater detal hercinalier, may be more specifi-
cally comprised of pivotally attached leg pairs. The leg pairs
ate sclectively positioned, along with the other components
of the support assembly, mto cither a supporting position, as
Jeseribed above, or a stored posinon The stored posiion
Facilitates the hand carrying of the Tokhng asscmbly or
movencnt of the folding assembly of the present mvention,
between different Jocanions, where s bang uscd
Muorcover, to Laailitate such transport, a plurality of rollers,
casters or hke structure, hereinalicr collectively reterred 1o
as a toller assembly, may be secured to the bottom end or
adjacent portion of the support members, i order to facih-
tate the tolhing of the support assembly, when the support
asscmnbly s m cither ats supporting posthon or s stored
posthion, to 4 desired Jocation

I order to facilitate a stable cogagement and support wath
the onenlation device, as desernbed above, the support
assenbly lutther mcludes 4 base which is connected 1o what
may be consdered an upper end of the plutality ol legs o1
support members When the support asscmbly s oats
supporting position the base s disposed i supparting
cogagement with at least the main segment ol the onenting
device 1t should also be noted that the onenting device,
wcluding the mamn segment and the two or more side
scgments, may be tcoovably sccuted to the support
assembly, nctuding the base, o alternatively may be fixedly
attached thereto 1 a manner which allows the independent
movement of cach of the side scgments relative to the mamn
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segment. In the embodiment comprising a fixed attachment,
the base may be fixedly sceurcd by any of a varicty of
applicable structures to the main segment, such that the two
side scgments are allowed to be collectively positioned
between the aforementioned outwardly cxtended, support-
ing position and/or in a fulded, stored position, as required.

Yet another feature of the present invention comprises the
provision of a brace asscmbly movably mounted on the
support assembly in adjacent, co-operative relation to the
basc. ‘The brace assembly is co-operatively structured with
the base, as well as other associated parts of the support
assembly, to be sclectively disposed in cither an operative
position or an in-operative position. The position of the
brace asstmbly may at lcast partially depend on whether the
support asscmbly s disposcd in its supporting position
and/or stored position, as described above. Mare
specifically, the brace assembly comprises at least two brace
members cach of which are movably disposed outwardly
from opposite sides and/or substantially oppositely disposed
peripheral portions of the base and into supporting cogage-
ment with an under pottion of diffcrent ones of the side
segments. The outwardly extending position of the brace
members thereby defines the aforementionad operative posi-
fion of the brace assembly so as o define a rigid table type
support surface. In one cmbodiment, cach of brace members
are slidingly conneeted 1o the base and/or an under portion
thereof, in the vicinity of the upper end of the support
assembly, such that cach of the bracc members may be
indcpendently extended outwardly from the base different
distances, dependent on the size, configuration and/or loca-
tion of the respective side segments which they support. The
in-operative position of the brace members is at least par-
tially defincd by their respective disposition in immediately
adjacent and/or contiguous relation to the base and more
panticuluily o the correspondingly disposed sides or periph-
cral portions thereof, from which they normally cxtend
when in the above described operative position.

Based on the above, it should be apparent that the folding
asscmbly of the present invention comprises an improved
folding device for any number of different garments or a
variety of uther articles, any of which may by formed from
material having a different thickness, wherein any one the
various types of the articles may be arranged an a lolded
oricntation i a quick and casy manner, withoul requinng
replacement, adjustments o icpositioniog of any of the
operative, structural components ot the folding asscmbly
Morcover, the folding assembly also provides an casily
transportable, multi-function support sutface

These and other featutes of the present invention will
hecome more cleat when the drawings as well as the detaiied
descnption are taken ito consideration

BRIEF DESCRIPITON OF THE DRAWINGS

Lot a fuller undenstanding of the nature ol the present
invention, relcrence should be had to the followiny detailed
descrption taken i connection with the accampanyng
drawings m which

FIG 1 s an end view of the folding assembly ol the
prese it inventon ma position ready for usc,

116G 2 18 top plan view of the cmbodunent of 116G 1,

111G 3 s 3 mide view of the cimbodiment of FIGS 1 and
2,

FI1G A s perapective view i pariial cutaway of add-
tonal structueal details ot a support assembly of the prescnt
invenhon,

FIG 4 1s an cnd view of a support assembly assoqiated
with the embodiment of FIGS 1 through 3,
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FIG. 8 is a top plan vicw of the embodiment of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is a top view of the cmbodiment of the support
assembly of FIGS. 4 and 5, shown in an in-operative
position;

FIG. 7 is an end view of the support asscmbly of the
embodiment of FIGS. 4 through 6, shown in a stored
position;

FIG. 8 is a schematic representation of an oricnting device
of the ¢mbodiment of FIGS. 1 through 3, depicling the
disposition of certain structural components during the pro-
cess of folding an article;

FIG. 9 is a schematic view of a different step in the folding
process, other than that shown in FIG. §;

FIG. 10 is a schematic view of yet another step in the
folding process,

FIG. 11 is another embodiment of the folding assembly of
the present invention incorporating an oricnting  device
differing from the embodiment of FIGS. 1 through 3

FIG. 12 is 4 partial sectional view of the embodiment of
FIG. 11,

FIG. 13 is i top plan view of one structural component of
the oricnting device of the caibodunent ol IFIGS. 18 and 12,

FIG. 14 is a top plan view of another structural component
of the orienting device of the embodument of 11GS. 11 and
12; and

FIG. 18 s u sectional view in partial cutaway of a portion
of the embodiment of the orienting device as shown in F1G.
11

Like reference numerals refer to hike pans throughout the
several views of the drawings.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As shown in the accompanying drawings, the prescot
invention relates o a folding assembly generally indicated
as 10 including an oricnting device generally indicated as
12, and a suppott assembly gencrally indicated as 14, With
primary reference to FIGS 1 through 3. the onenting device
12 mcludes at least a mam, substantially centrally disposed
segment 16 and two side segments I8 and 20 The onienting,
device may be sclectively disposed i cither an cxpanded
position, as best shown m FIGS oand 2, or a tokled
position, as suceessively depicted in FIGS. 8 through 10,
which will be oxplained i gicaler detml hercinafler

Each of the mam scgment 16 and at least two sude
wepments 18 and 20, may cach comprise a substantially lat
<heet ot pancl-like configutation, formed from a substan-
nally nigid or, depending upon the type of articles being
folded, at least partially Hexible material Maorcover, pret-
crably ctched an the main scgment 16 s 4 centes line 99,
which provides a guide Tor the venter o an atticle to be
tolded When the side sepments 18 and 20 are disposed i
their expanded posttion, they are positioned outwardly from
opposite sides or, depending upon the vonliguration of the
man segments 16, opposite penpheral pottions as at 16" and
16" Vucther, cach of the side sepgments 18 and 20 arc
preferably coupled an spaced apart refation 1o the corre-
spondingly disposed peniplicral portions ot sides 167 and 167,
througl the provision of an attachment asscmbly

Although the attachment assembly may include any of a
vanely ot hinge delimng structures, i the illustrated
cmbodient, the attachment assembly of the presentanven-
Hon 1 prclcmhly tormed ot a flexable matenal, such as but
not hmated to a high strength, flexable canvas, plastic, of
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other applicable flexible material. In the embodiment of
FIG. 2, the attachment asscmbly compriscs at least two
flexible matcrial straps or cquivalently structured conncctor
clements 24 and 26, cach of which serve 1o interconnect a
diffcrent one of the side scgments 18 and 20 respectively, to
the main scgment 16, in spaced apart relation to the corre-
spondingly disposed peripheral portions or sides 16" and 16"
respectively. Tt is emphasized that the attachment assembly
may diffcr from the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, in that the
fengih of cach of the flexible material clements 24 and 26
may be increased or decreased or alternatively, a plurality of
such connector assemblics 24 and 26 may cxtend in spaced
relation to one another between the main scgment 16 and
cach of the side segments 18 and 20. As a result of the
connector elements 24 and 26 being formed from a flexible
material, a substantial degree of versatility is added to the
folding procedure. This applics in terms of the types of
articles being folded, as well as the physical characteristics,
including but not limited to “thickness™ of the malcrial from
which the various folded articles are formed. The versatile
feature will he more specifically described with regard to the
folding procedure depicted in FIGS. 8 through 10 hereinaf-
ter.

In order to provide such versatility, it is further empha-
sized hat the size, configuration and material from which
the connector clements 24 and 26 arc formed can vary as
long as sutlicicnt Bexibility is provided in allowing a sub-
slantially “pivotal” type of movement of the side scgments
18 and 20, into their respective folded position, as shown in
FIGS. 8 and 9, during the folding procedure. In addition, the
material from which the connector members 24 and 26 arc
formed can cven be clastic, su as to somewhat vary the initial
spacing between the side segments 18 and 20 and the main
scgments 16, such as when the clastic material conneetor
members are stretched. Alternatively, the length of the
connector members 24 and 26 can be selectively varied in
rms of extending or retracting the length between the
corresponding peripheral portions of each of the side scg-
ments 18 and 20 and the respective sides or peripheral
postions 16" and 16" of the main segments 16.

Anuther [eature of the folding assembly 10 of the prescat
mvention comprises the aforcmentioned support assembly
14 which, i at least onc cmbliment has a somewhat
clongated configuration and, when mats supporting posifion
as shown i FIGS 1 through 4, s substantially vertically
aricnted s as {0 positon the onenting device 120 a
vertically spaced relation toa lloor, support platlorm or other
supporting surtace 18 on which the foldug asscmbly 10 s
disposed, thereby defining a table or hike support article.
More specifically, the support assembly 14 comprises a
plutality ol support members penctally i the form ol legs or
“leg parrs” 30 and 32, The e pars 30 and 32 aic pivotally
connected toone another as at 34 and include an upper or top
end pencrally andicated as 36 and I8 and a Jower cnd,
pencrally indicated as ) and 42 respectively Cross mem-
hers 44 and 46 may be provided i order 1o assure the
stuctural integnty and stability of the support assembly 14
o addition, a retamng member 48 may be disposed an
e teonnedted relation between the Teg paies 30 and 32,
preterably at the cross members 34 and 46,0 ordet to it
the spaced apart distance between the Jower pottions af the
leg pairs 30 and 32, when the support assembly 1418 s
supporting posthion as shown in FIGS 1, Yand 4

I otder 1o Lacihitate cuhiet the removal o fixed support of
the onenting device 12, the support assembly 14 comprises
1+ base 80 which may have an open of apertured construction
of be m the torm of a sohd material pancl In cither
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c¢mbodiment, end portions 52, which may be sccured to an
under portion or any other applicable portion of the basc 50,
are pivotally attached, as at 84, to an upper end 36 of one of
the leg pairs 30. The upper end 38 of the other leg pair 32
is removably disposcd in supporting cngagement with the
base 50 at an opposite end of the end portions 52 or any other
location. In order to further assure stability of the support
assembly and prevent inadvertent displacement of the base
50 from its substantially horizontal position, as shown in
FIGS. 1 and 4, the upper end 38 of at least one of the legs
of the leg pairs 32, may include an aperture 39. In addition,
a bracket 41 may be correspondingly mounted or attached to
the correspondingly disposed end portion 52 of the base 50,
and is disposed and configured 1o receive the end 38
removably therein. A spring biased locking pin 43 is pref-
crably mounted on bracket 41 and is positionable 1o remov-
ably pass through the aperture 39, when the end 38 is
received within the interior of the bracket 41, Converscly,
when it is desired to aricat the support asscibly 14 out of
its substantially horizontal support position, the spring
hiased pin 43 is mavvally positioned outwaedly from the
aperture 39, thereby allowing the aperturced cnd 38 of the leg
or leg pairs 32 1 be semoved from the bracket 41 The basc
80 1x thereby disposed i g substantislly hotizontal onenta-

non so as 1o dispose the imain segment 16 ol the oricnting >

device 12 also in a substannally honzontal onentation
during the folding procedure, and so s to provide sutficient
support thereto in order 1o define a table top or like support
surface.

By virtue of the pivatal connection 84 of the basc 50, it
may be sclectively disposed in a somewhal aligned, imme-
diately adjacent urientation relatve o the plurality of sup-
port members or leg pairs 30 and 32 as represented n F1G.
T FIG. 7 delines the support assembly 14 in its stored
position Tor purposes of facilitating transport, including
hand carrying, andior storage. In addition, in s stored
position, a roller assembly, comprising a plurality of rollers,
casters, cte. 88 may be mounted on the lower most cod 40
and 42 of the leg pairs 30 and 32 to accomplish transport of
the stored support assembly by rolling, rather than hand
carrying Dikewise, however, the casters 88 also substan-
nally facihiate the ransportability of the folding asscmbly
100 1t operative position, such as when a store cmployce
wishes 1o move from location o location, folding and/or
othcrwise arranging articles on & given Jdinplay. It should
also be noted 1hat in order o Jawlitate tolhing transport or
movement of the tolding assembly WY through a crowded
arcit, such as watlun a rctaad Clothing establishment, when the
support assembly 14 % i its operative posttion, the lower
cids 40 and 42 of the supporting leg paix 30 and 32 are
spaced outwardly from one another o gicater distance than
the width of the base $0. 1o patticular, the relatively small
ansverse dimeusion or width of the base 80, as compated
1o the distance between the lower cinds 0 and 42, facihitates
travel of the folding assembly 10 between clothing or
patment tacks, wherem the space between the hanging
Ratments oo adjacently posihoned garment racks as much
less than the welatively greater space between the respective
bases ol the gaccat cacks, beaeath the supportcd parments
Accordingly, the relatively narrow o lesser transversc
dinension of the base 8 facilitates the casy passage of the
folding assembly 10 between adjacently  disposed, but
spaced apart, garment racks ot the type caommonly used
when the support asseiibly 14 s i ats vertieally onented,
opctahive posttion, while stdl providing a wide and stable
rolling surtace However, i some aircumstances, the tght
contines of a location may linmt aperative movement ol the
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tolding assembly 10, the complcte and/or pastial collapsing
of the folding asscmbly 10 in the manners described herein
can further case mancuverability to a desired location.

Yet another feature of the present invention comprises the
provision of a brace assembly, gencerally indicated as 60,
wherein the brace assembly 60 includes at least two brace
members 62 and 64 sclectively positionable between an
operative position as shown in FIGS. 2, 4, and § and an
n-operative position as shown in FIG. 6. The brace asscm-
bly 60 is sclectively positioned, when in its operative
position, beneath and in supporting cngagement with an
under surface of the respectively disposed side segments 18
and 20. Each of the brace members 62 and 64 are indepen-
dently moveable between the aforementioned  operative
position defined by their outwardly extended orientation,
and the in-operative position defined by their orientation in
immediately adjacent, substantially contiguous relation to
the base 80. As best shown in FIG. 6, in order to accomplish
such selective positioning, cach of the brace members 62
and 64 preferably include outwardly extending, spaced apart
legs 66 and 68 respectively. The legs or more precisely leg
pairs 66 and 68 arc shidingly attached to an under portion or
ather applicably disposed structure of the base 50, In
addition, 1t s emphasized that the distance of outward
spacing or extension of cach of the brace members 62 and
64 may vary from a fully cxtended position, as shown in
FIG. 8, 10 any number of partially cxtended positions (ot
shown), depending upon the overall size and/or contigura-
tion of the respective side scgments 18 and 20, which the
brace members 62 and 64 support. Also, as best shown in
FIGS. 8 and 6 the spacing between the respective leg
member 66 and 68, may vary in order that they would not
interfere with one another, when they are disposed inwardly
into the 1 operative position of FIG. 6.

As cach of the brace members 62 and 64 are indepen-
dently extendable or collapsible, the overall size of the
support surface defined by the side segments 18 and 20 can
also be varied 1o the needs of the user and/or the limits of a
work arca. For example, the preferred connector clements 24
and 26 formed of a fexible material, and as a result
preferably dedine o lwo way Iinge structure. As a result, in
addition to bang Toldable atop the main segment 16 so as to
told an acticle, such as a garment, the connector elements 24
and 26 also allow the sule scgments 18 and 20 to fold
dowowardly when the brace micmbers 62 ad 64 arc not
their extended, supporting position Accordingly, a varnably
sized work arca can be provided and casily mancuvered and
transported o a desied location.

Other structural features of the present mvention may
mchude the provision of a storage facility, gencrally ndi-
cated an 70, in the form of a bag, bin o other contuner 72,
having any type of openmg 74 conununicating with the
kcnor thereol The storage facihity 70 s provided i order
lo store atticles, patmcents, cte 76 thercmn, whercin such
parmcnis are vet o be {olded and are disposed at an casily
accessible focation ducng folding andior transport of the
tolding assembly

As shownan FIGS 8 thirough 10, the foldmg operation or
provedure s accomphish by positiomng an atticle or garment
R0 i cugaging tclation with the mamm sepment 16, 1
preferably aligned relaton 1o the center hine 99, as well as
the sude segments I8 and 20 A genctally central of mnd
portion of the acticle 80 v disposed 1 overlyimg, supporting
rclation 1o the mam segment 16, wheren side or penpheral
portions of the atticle BO ate disposed in overlying, sup-
ported relabon 1o the side segiments 18 and 20 e tolding
procedure v ostigated by disposing one ol the side seyg-
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cxtending laterally outward from said main segment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation 1o said main
scgment,

d) a support assembly disposed in supporting engagement

with said oricnting device,

¢) said attachment assembly including at least two flexible

material connectors cach movably securing a different
one of said side scgments to said orienting device.

2. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 whercein said
support assembly comprises a base disposed in supporting
cngagement with said oricnting device so as (o define a
suppaort suclace at said oricming device.

3. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 2 wherein said
base includes a pair of brace members structured to sclec-
tively extend into supporting, engaging relation with cach of
said side scpments so as to vary a size of said support
surface.

4. A folding assembly as reaited i claim 3 whcrein said
attachnent assembly is structured to permit selective down-
ward pivolal movement of said side segments, upon a
corresponding one of said brace members being disposed in
a retracted, m-operative position, so as to selectively reduce
said size of said support surface.

§ A folding assembly as recited in claim 4 wherein said
attachmentassembly comprises al least two lexible matenal
conneclors structured 1o provide two way pivotal movement
of said side segments.

6. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 whercin said
support assembly comprises an clongated configuration
extending substantially vertically upward from a supporting
surface inlo supporting cogagement with said orienting
device at an upper end ol said support assembly.

7. A folding assembly as recited in claim 6 wherein said
support asscmbly is structured 1o be sclectively disposed
betweetr a supporting position and a substantially collapsed,
stored position

8. A [olding assembly as recited in claim 1 whercin said
support assembly comprises a plurality of support mcmbers
movihly connected to onc another and selectively dispos.-
able between a supporting position and a stored position

9 Afolding assembly as recited n claim 8 wheran said
suppotting. posiion s at deast pattially defined by sad
phutality of support iwmbers collectively extending sub
stantually vertically upward Trom a supporting sutlace into
cmapemnent with sad onenting device at an upper cnd
thereof

10 A Tolding assembly as reated in claum 9 wheremn sand
stared posttion ix at least partially defined by said pair of
support members collechively disposed i a substantially
aligned, collapsed position having a substantially lat con-
fipuration

1A Tolding asserbly as recated i clam 8 whercus sasd
support assemhly comprises a base movably connceled 1o
sand pluradity of support members and disposed in support-
iy cagapement with sad oncnting device, when sand sup-
port asscmbly s i sad suppotting position

12 Atolding assembly as tectted i claun 1 wheren sad
base s disposed i subslantially atigned, ovetlapping pos-
Bon when said support assembly ison saud stored position

13 Atolding assembly as recited i clasm 12 wherein saud
stored position s further defined by saud plurality of support
members collectively disposed 1 2 subsiantally aligned,
collapsed position having a4 substantially flal contiguration

14 Atolding assembly as reated in clagn 13 wherean said
supporting position s at least partiably defined by sawd
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plurality of support members collectively extending sub-
stanlially vertically upward from a supporting surface and
said base is substantially horizontally oricated into engage-
ment with said orienting device at an upper end of said
plurality of support members.

15. A folding assembly as recited in claim 14 wherein said
support assembly further comprises a roller assembly
secured to said plurality of support members in opposed
relation to said base.

16. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 8 whercin said
support assembly comprises a base movably connected to
said plurality of support members and disposable in sup-
porting cngagement with said orienting device.

17. A folding assembly as recited in claim 16 wherein said
support asscmbly further comprises a brace assembly dis-
posed in supporting cngagement with said side scpments
when said side segments are in said cxpanded position.

[8. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 17 wherein said
brace assembly s selectively positionable between an opera-
tive position and an in-operative position.

19. Afolding asscmbly as recited in claim 18 wherein said
uperative position is at least partiafly defined by said brace
assembly exlending laterally outward from said base inlo
supporting eogagement with an under portion of cach of said
side segments.

20. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 19 wherein said
in-operative position is at least partially delined by said
hrace asscmbly disposed in substantially aligoed, immedi-
stely adjacent relation to said base.

21 Afolding assembly as recited in claim 18 wherein said
brace assembly compriscs at lcast two brace members
independently movably mounted on said support assembly
relative to said base, cach of said brace members selectively
extending laterally outward from a different peripheral por-
lion of said basc into supporting cngagement with a different
une of said side segments to define sind operative position.

22, A folding assembly as recited in claim 21 wherein
cach of said brace members is slidingly mounted on said
support assembly towards and away from said base so as to
al fcast partially define said in-operative and said operative
positions respechively.

23 Afolding assembly as recited in clmm 21 wherein said
operative position of said brace assembly is further defined
hy cach of said brace members extending outwardly a
variable distance fram said base, dependent on the swe of
correspanding ones of smd wide sepments

24 Afolding assembly as recited i clnm 23 wherem sad
atfachment assembly comprises at least two Hlexible materiaf
conncctors cach movably sceuning a diflerent one ot sad
side sepments to saud man sepment.

28 Afolding assembly as recited i claim 24 wherein sawd
Nexable matenal connectors are structured fo peromt two way
pivotal movement of sanl side sepiments.

26 A lolding assciubly as cecnted el 1 wherean sad
ma sement inchides an elched conter line delined therem

27 A tolding assembly as rected i clum 1 turther
compusing a stotage facility aperatively associated there-
with and structured to contam a pluraliy of sawl articles

28 A taldiyg assanbly as recated an clanm 1 wherein said
onenhing device turther comprises at least one extension
mcimber moveable outwardly 1o selectively vary the eltec-
tive size ol saad main segtnent

29 Atolding assembly an recited i clam 28 comprising
at least two o sand extension members

30 A tolding assembly as reaited i claim 29 wheremn
cach of sand extension members v movably disposed 1
mlcreonnedhing relation between sand mamn segment and a
dilterent one o said side sogments
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31. Afolding assembly as recited in claim 30 wherein said
attachment asscmbly compriscs at least two flexibie malcrial
connectors cach movably sceuring one of said side segments
to a different one of said extension members.

32. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 31 whercin
cach of said side scgments is laterally moveable towards and
away from said main scgments along with a corresponding
extension member to which it is sccured.

33. A folding assembly as recited in claim 29 whercin
cach of said extension members is latcrally positionable
towards and away from opposite sides of said main scgment.

34. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 33 whercin
cach of said extension members is independently disposable
into a plurality of spaced aparl, incrementally variable
positions outwardly from said main scgment.

35. A folding asscmbly designed to arrange an article into
a folded oricntation, said folding asscmbly comprising:

a) an oricnting device including a main segment and at
feast two side scgments disposed in cngaging relation
to different portions of the article being folded,

b) said side segments movahly seeured 10 said main
scgment and sclectively posttionable between an
cxpanded pusition and a folded position,

¢) a supporl assembly disposed in supporting cogagement
with said oricnting device and structured to be sclec-
tively disposcd in cither a supporting posihon of a
stored pesition, and

d) said suppon asscmbly comprising an clongated con-
figuration cxtending substantially vertically upward
from a supporting surface into supporting cngagement
with said orienting device at an upper end of said
suppurt assembly when in said supporting position.

36 A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 38 wherein said
support asscmbly comprises a plurality of support members
movahly conneeted o one another and sclectively dispos-
able between said supporting position and stored position.

37. Afolding asscmbly as recited in claim 36 whercin said
support assembly comprises a hase movably connected to
<aid plurality of suppart members and disposcd 1n support-
ing cogagement with said oricuting device, when said sup-
port assembly is in said supporting position.

A8 Afolding assembly as recited in claim 37 wherein said
ctorcdd position is at Teast partially defined by saud plurality
of support members collectively disposed i a substantiaily
ahgned, vollapsed posthion amd having, a subistantially flat
configuration

39 A folding assembly as recited i claim M wherein sad
suppotting posttion s at east partially defined by sad
phirality of support members vollechively extendmg sub-
stantially vertically vutward from a supporting surface and
ward base is substautially horzontally oncoted mto copgage-
ment with sawd onenting device at an upper cid of sad
plurality of support members

H An assembly as recited m o 38 wheran sind
support assembly comprises 4 base movahly conncdted to
said plorality of support members amd disposed i support
ing enpapement with said oricnting device, when saud sup-
pott assembly s said supporting posilion, saul support
assembily further comprising a brace assembly dinposed into
supporting cagagement with said sule seginent when sad
side segancnts ate m sad expanded position

31 A Lolding assembly as recated i cLan 40 wheren sad
hrace assembly s selectively postionable between an opera-
tive posiion and an i operative posilion, saud operanve
position being at least pastially detined by said brace assem-
bly cxtending laterally outward from said base inlo support-
iy cogagement with an under portion ol cach ol saud side
scgments
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42. Afolding assembly as recited in claim 40 wherein said
brace assembly compriscs at least two brace members
movably mounted on said support assembly relative 1o said
base, cach of said brace members extending laterally out-
ward from a different peripheral portion of said base into
supporting cngagement with a different one of said side
segments to defing said operative position.

43. A folding assembly as recited in claim 42 wherein said
operative position of said brace assembly is further defined
by cach of said brace members exiending outwardly a
variable distance from said base, depended on sides of
corresponding ones of said side scgments.

44. A folding assembly designed to arrange an article into
a folded oricntation, said folding assembly comprising:

a) an oricnting device including a main scgment and at
lcast two sides of scgments disposed in an cogaging
relation to different portions of the article being folded,

b) an attachment assembly disposed in interconnecting
relation between said main segment and cach of said
side segments,

¢) said attachment assembly comprising at least wo
flexible material connectors cach substantially pivot-
ally sccuring a diflerent one of said side scgments in
laterally outward spaced relation to saud basc,

dy a support assembly disposed in supporting cogagemenl
with said orienting device and structured to be sclec-
tively disposed in cither a supporting position of 4
stored position, and

¢) said support assembly comprising an clongated con-
figuration cxtending substantially vertically outward
from a supporting surface into supporting ¢ngagement
with said oricnting device at an upper end of said
support asseimbly when said support assembly is in said
supporting position.

45. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 44 wherein said
support assembly comprises a hase movably conneeted 1o
saidd plurality of support members and disposed in support-
ing cngagement with said oricnting device, when said sup-
port assembly is in said supporting position.

46. An asscubly as recited in claim 45 wherein said
support assembly further comprises a brace asscmbly dis-
poscd into supporting engagement with said side segments
when saidd side scgments arc in an outwardly expanded
position

47 Anassanbly as recited in clam 46 whorcin said brace
assernbly comprises at least two brace members movably
mounted on sid support asserbly beltween an operalive
position and an in-operative posibion relative 1o sand base,
cach of said brace members extending laterally outward
from dillcrent peripheral portions of said base into support-
iy cnagement with a different one of saud side scgments to
define saxl opcrative position

48 A lolding asscmbly as reatad s cam 47 wherain
cach of sax! brace members 1 slihngly mounted on said
support asse mbly towarnds and away lrom sand base so as o
at Teast partially define sand i operative and sand operative
posttions respectively

49 A lolding assembly as teaited i claim 48 wheremn saud
aperative posttion of saud brace assembly s futther detine by
cach of sand brace members ¢ xtcndig vutwandly a vanable
distance from sand base, depended on the sides of corre:
sponding oties of said side segments

S0 A tolding assembly structuted o arrange an artwcle
ke 4 folded onentation, sawd tolding asscmbly compriving

a) an ofientg device, said oncating device iwluding a
mam scgibent and at least two sude segincots disposcd
i cngaging relation to dillerent portions ot the artile
being tolded,
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b) an attachment assembly securing cach of said side
scgments to said oricnting device in movable relation to
said main scgment,

<) said side scgments selectively positionable between an
cxpanded position and a folded position; said expanded
position at least partially defined by said side scgments
¢xtending laterally outward from said main segment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segments independently disposed
in substantially ovcerlapping relation to said main
scgment,

d) a support assembly disposed in supporting engagement
with said oricnting device, and

¢) said attachment assembly structured to permit selective
downward pivotal movement of said side segments, so
as to sclectively reduce said size of said orienting
device.

51. A folding assembly structured to arrange an article

into a folded oricntation, said folding asscmbly comprising:

a) an oricoting device, said onenting device including a
main segment and at least two side segments disposed
in cogaging retation o different portions of the article
being folded,

b) an attachment assembly sccuring cach of said side
sepments o sad onenting device 1o movable relation to
said main scgment,

¢) saud side segmients selecuively positionable between an
cxpanded position and a folded position; said expanded
position at least partially defined by said side scgments
extending laterally outward from said main wgment in
spaced relation therelo and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segmicats wudependently disposed
in substantially uverlapping relation 1o said main
segment,

d) a suppont assembly disposed in supporting cngagement
with said orienting device, and

¢) said suppont assembly siructured to be seleclively
dispased between a supporting position and a substan-
tially collapscd, stored position,

52. A [olding asscmbly structused fo arrange an article

into a folded onentaton, smd folding asscrubly compnising

a) an oncnbng device, said oricnhing device including a
i segment and at Jeast two side sepments disposed
in cngaging relation to different porhons of the article
being folded,
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b) an attachment assembly sccuring cach of said side
segments to said oticaling device in movable relation 1o
said main scgment,

¢) said side segments selectively positionable between an
expanded position and a folded position; said cxpanded
position at lcast partially defined by said side segments
extending laterally outward from said main segment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side scgments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation to said main
scgment,

d) a support assembly disposed in supporting cngagement
with said oricnting device, and

¢) said main segment including an ciched center line
defined therein.

53. A folding asscmbly structured to arrange an article

o a folded oricntation, said folding asscmbly comprising:

a) an orienting device, said orienting device including a
main segment and at least two side segments disposed
in engaging relation to different portions of the article
besng folded,

b) an attachment assembly sceuring cach of said side
segments Lo sald oricnting device i movable relation to
said main scgment,

¢) said side segments selectively positionable between an
expanded position and a folded position; said expanded
position at lcast partially detined by said side scgments
extending laterally outward from said main segment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation to said main
scgment,

d) a support assembly dispased in supporting cngagement
with said oricnting device, and

¢) said orienting deviee further including at least onc
extension member moveahle outwardly 10 selecnively
vary the cffective size of smd oan segment
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7 ABSTRACT

A folding assembly structured to arrange any one of a
plurality of different articles into a folded oricntation and
including an oricnting device having a main scgment and at
least two outwardly cxtending and spaced apart side
scgments, wherein the main segments and two side seg-
ments are initially disposed in engaging relation 1o different
portions of the article being folded. An attachment assembly
in the form of a flexible material conncctor pivolally
attaches cach of the side segments in spaced relation o the
main segment and oulwardly spaced relation therefrom. The
flexible material conncctors thereby serve 1o accommodate
the folding of articles of various thicknesses, in that they
allow for the automatic spaced positioning of cach of the
sides segmients at different spaced distances above the main
scgment as the different portions of the article are being
oricated when the side segments are in a folded position. A
support asscmbly comprises an clongated configuration
selectively disposable into either a supporting position or a
collapsed, stored position, wherein the supporting position is
defined by disposing the oricnting device at a convenient
height above a supporting surface to facilitate the arranging
of the articles into the preterred folded position. The support
assembly also includes a brace asscmbly disposable inlo an
aperative and in-operative position to selectively support the
side scgments 1o define a support surface.

18 Claims, 6 Druwing Sheets
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FOLDING ASSEMBLY

The present is a Continuation of previously filed,
copending application Ser, No. 09/425,575 which was filed
on Oct. 22, 1999 now U S. Pat. No. 6,269,987, the conteats
of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Ficld of the Invention

‘his invention relates 1o a folding assembly designed to
facilitate the manual arrangement of any of a plurality of
dilferent asticles into a folded oricatation, on an independent
basis, wherein various operative components of the folding
assembly arc cxpandable or extendable into their intended,
operalive position during the folding procedure, and are
sclectively disposable into a stored or collapsed, inoperative
position to facilitate transport of the folding assembly
between different locations.

2. Description of the Related Art

Numerous devices €xist which are directed 1o the arrange-
ment of garments, as well as other articles, i a
predetermined, folded position. Such folding devices vary
from soall manually operated structures, which may be used
al home orn an caviromnent where only occasonal folding
is required, 1o large mechanized folding devices, which arc
extremely cxpensive and prumanly designed for strictly
contmereial caviconments where garmeats of other articles
are manulactured andior packaged in exteemely large num-
bers. Devices of the type set forth above are commercially
available and are primarily dirccted to an attempt lo save
both time and labor, which would normally be expended if
lhe process were relegated to laburiously hand folding cach
article. In addition, ¢xcept an the home or domestic
environment, the hand folding of garments or other articles
is generally unacceptable duc to the lack of uniformity
resulting from such manual folding. It is of cours recog-
nized that such uaiformity i appearance of the folded article
is a necessity in a commercial or rctail cstablishment,
wherein the folded arucle is made available in a container of
package of Jandard dimension and configurahon, o the
foldedd arhicle s preseated for display wa maanct which is
hopelully appeahng to the consunum public

Accordimgly, depeaded upon the patticnlar arca of
appheation, fokhng devices have primanly been designed
for specialized appheations, an vrder to accomphsh cither
schividnal or bulk Tokimg ol a vancty of hiltesent types of
ativles ot of specitic agtles, such as shirts or the hke
‘Therelore, with the exception ol the bulk folding of articles,
as prmanly used m the garment ndustry, the ndividual
folding of parmicnts or other atticles s usually accomphshed
cithet by the use of fully of scon automate machines, swmall,
e xpensive and fess than durable folkting buands, small
appratatus apecfivally desyned to told garments or other
arhiches lor purposes of packaging or, as st torth above, by
the individual hand tolding of cach nem A recopmsed
disacdvantage ol the above st forth categones of folkdhing
Jdevices s that lack of versatibty and inability to be used
othet thanm the spru.‘uluul fickd, lor which they are untially
designed For cxample, there 1 certamnly no need ot use o
2 fully o semantomate tolhing machine m 3 cominetaal
ot tetasl establishuncat, such as o department sofc the like,
where umfoom folding s important but, wherein the quanhity
of atticles that must be tolded, o refolded does not justity
the cxpense ot such mechanized cquipment Maoreovet, such
mechamecd devices do not genesally provide a desurable
degrec ol portability so as to allow workers to gather and

2

fold items convenicntly at a display location. Alternatively,
folding tables or like Jevices which are manually operated
are typically formed from incxpensive, light weight material
having a rclatively short opetable life and which ar¢ spe-
cifically not intended to accommodate the folding of large
numbers of garments or other articles. 1.ikewise, such Jess
sophisticated devices are still somewhat cumbersome 10
manipulate and move 10 a desired folding location when a
number of spaced display locations arc present within a
particular cstablishment.

Also, in certain locations such as department stores of
other similar retail establishments, available space is at a
premium. Accordingly, space dedicated 10 the storage of a
fulding table of like device is typically unavailable. Known
or conventional garment folding asscmblics, of the type sct
forth above, are not readily adaptable for use in locations
where the folding of garments or other articles is neeessary
for cither display or packaging, but where the storage space
needed to maintain such folding tables is at a minimum of
non-cxistent.

Therefore, based on the above disadvantages and the
overall failure of known of conventionsl designs 1o ncor-
porate sullicicnt versatility and mobality 1o be adaptable for
use in a variely of difTerent commereal, retail and/or domes-
lic cuvironments, there 1s an ubvious need in this arca for an
improved  folding assembly. Such an improved folding
assembly should be capable of being operated manually, but
should also have sufficient versatility to be used with any
one of a wide varicty of different types of article for
arrangement thereof in a prcdulcrmincd, folded oricntation,
resulting in the folded article having a sufficicntly uniform
appearance o facilitate its display and/or packaging. In
addition, such an improved folding asscmbly should be
inexpensive and light weight, yet be formed from malcrials
and or structural components which assure a long operable
lifc and which facilitate the folding device 1o be transported
from location 1o location without placing unduc stress on
personnel responsible for its re-lacation ar transport. Finally.,
an improved folding assembly of the type referred to herein
ould be capable of being sclectively oricnted in cither an
operalive position or a collapsed position, wherein when in
the collapsed position, the unproved folding asscribly has a
aglicantly educed /e and configuration so-as to be
conveniently stored inany of a vaticly of locations, particu-
Latly in ostablishments where storage spave 18 at a migimum

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present vention relates o a folding assembly
destgned 1o arrange any of a wide vanicty ol articies into a
folded onentation by the manual mampulation of an oncn-
Ihe onctlation device comprises a min,
centrally disposad segimient and al lcast two sido sepicnls
extending laterally outward from the mam sepment n
spaved telation thereto An attachment assembly, whichs

faton deviee

prrlrl;ll\ly formed trom a Hexble matcnal, movably mter-
connevis cach of the sule segments to apposite sides ol the
main sepment or 1n another cimbodiment to other substan-
tially opposiely disposed stuctural compancuts of the o
cnting device, as wall be cxplaned m pieater detan) herem:
Attt to cithet cmbodument, the sule sepmenis arc movably
weentcdd to the enentig dovice i mannet whiuch allows the
independent, substantially pavotal movetnent of cach of the
wde scgments in alicrale fasion, from an outwardly
extended posthion, for mihial support of a ganment of other
atticle thereot, o a substantuslly ovetlyuag posttion felative
1o the main segment, thereby aucotiphatung a poruon of the
tolded orientation The mam segment, as well as cach ol side
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scgments, may of course vary in dimension and
configuration, dependent upon the type andjor size of the
article being folded. However, an overall dimension or
configuration of cach of the main and side scgments is
preferably such as to allow sufficicnt versatility to cnable the
orientation device to be used in the folding of any number
of a variety of different articles of a variety of different SIZLS
and thicknesses. Also, regardless of the type of articles being
folded, a substantially uniform fold will be the result.

One structural feature of the present invention is the
aforementioned attachment assembly, wherein at least one
altachment member extends outwardly [rom opposite sides
or peripheral portions of the main scgment into movable
wecurement with a correspondingly positioned side or
peripheral portion of cach of the individual side scgments.
Accordingly, when in their expanded position, cach of the
side segments are disposcd laterally outward from the main
segment in spaced apart relation thereto. Howcever, when the
wide segments are alternately disposed into a folded position,
the flexibility of the attachment member allows for the free
pivotal movement as well as an automatic adjustment lo
accommodate the thickness of the matcerial from which an

article is formed or the overall thickness of the article being:

folded. Tt should be apparent therefore that the folding
asscmbly of the prescut vention is readily adaptable for
use in folding articles or garments lormed of a vanety
different types ol matenials, without changing the conligu-
ration or dimension or being foreed o adjust the relative
positions of the operative components of the folding
assembly, such as the main scgment and side scgments,
relative to one another.

Another feature of the present invention is the provision
of a support asscmbly, which, when i a supporting position,
cngages and positions the oricnting device, including the
main scpment and outwardly exteading side scgments, al a
preferred height abave a floor, platform or other supporting
surface on which the folding assembly of the present inven-
tion is disposed. The heght of the support assembly ¢an be
regulated in order o posiion the onenting device at a
desired Tocation 1o accomphsh the process of folding depen-
dent on the particular Jocabion or arca where the folding
l‘ll'\'t'\\('.\ OUCurs.

Tn addition, the support asscmbly of the present invention
comprises a plurality of support members or legs which, as
st fogth in greater detail hereanafter, may be more speeii-
cally comprised of prvotally sttached leg pasrs. The Jeg pairs
ate selechively positioned, along with the other components
ol the support assembly, into cather a supporhing posihion, as
Ihe stored position
facilitates the hand carrymg of the tolding assembly or
movement of the folding assembly of the present mvention,

Jesenibed above, or a stored pasition

between diflerent locations, where it s bemg uscd
Marcover, o facihiate such transport, a plurality of rollers,
castets or ke structure, heremaflter collectively ictcrted o
as 4 1ollcr assembly, may be secured to the bottom cnd of
adpacent porhon of the support members, i onder o tacils-
fatc the rolling ol the support assembly, when the support
assembly s an cither ats supporhing posthon of 1l stored
posifion, o a desired Tocation

I order 1o Tacihitate a stable enpagement and support with
the onentation device, as desenibed above, the support
asscmbly lurther includes a base which s connected to what
niav be consdered an upper end of the plurality of legs of
support membens When the suppont asscmbly isoan ats
supporting position the base s disposcd 10 supporhing
cngagement with at least the main scgment ot the onienling
device 1t shauld also be noted that the vnenting device,
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including the main segment and the (wo or more side
scgments, may be removably sceured to the support
assembly, including the base, or alternatively may be fixedly
attached thereto in a manner which allows the independent
movement of each of the side scgments relative to the main
scgment. In the embodiment comprising a fixed attachment,
the basc may be fixedly secured by any of a variety of
applicable structures to the main segment, such that the two
side scgments are allowed 1o be collectively positioned
between the aforementioned outwardly extended, support-
ing position and/or in a folded, stored position, as required.

Yet another feature of the present invention comprises the
provision of a bracc assembly movably mounted on the
support assembly in adjacent, co-operative relation to the
basc. ‘The brace assembly is co-operatively structured with
the base, as well as other associated parts of the support
assembly, to be sclectively disposed in cither an operative
position or an inoperative position. The position of the brace
asscmbly may at least partially depend on whether the
support assembly is disposed in its supporting position
and/or stored  position,  as described above. More
specifically, the brace assembly comprises at least two brace
members cach of which are movably disposed outwardly
from apposite sides and/or substantially oppositely disposed
periphieral portions of the base and into supporting cngage-
ment with an under portion of different ones of the side
segments The outwardly extending position of the brace
members thereby defines the aforementioned vperative posi-
tion of the brace assembly so as to define a rigid table type
support surface. In one cmbediment, cach of brace members
are slidingly connected 1o the base and/or an under portion
thereof, in the vicinity of the upper end of the support
assembly, such that cach of the brace members may be
independently extended outwardly from the base different
distances, dependent on the size, configuration andfor loca-
tion of the respective side segments which they support. ‘The
in-operative position of the brace members is at lcast par-
tially defined by their respective disposition in immediately
adjacent and/or contiguous relation 1o the hase and morc
particularly to the correspondingly disposed sides or periph-
cral portions thereof, from which they normally cxtend
when 1 the above described operative position.

Based on the above, it should be apparent that the folding
asembly of the present invention comprses an improved
folding device for any munber of diflerent garments or a
vanicly of other articles, any ol which may by tormed from
material having o different tluickness, wheremn any e the
vatious types of the atticles may be arranged moa folded
oncntation 1 a quick and casy manncr, without tcquiring
teplacement, adjustiments of tepostiioning uf any of the
aperative, structural components ot the folding asscmbly
Motcover, the Tolding asscmbly also provides an easly
transpottable, multi-luoction support surfacce

These and ather featutes of the present nvention will
hecome more clear when the drawings as well as the detailed
desctiption are taken mta consuleration

BRILE DESCRIPITON OF THE DRAWINGS

lor a fuller understandhng of the nature ol the present
mvention, relerence should be had to the Jollowing detailed
descniption taken e connechion with the accompanyitg
drawings in which

FIG 1 s an end view of the tolding assembly ot the
present invenfion i a positiog ready fof usc,

FIG 2w op plan view of the cmbuodiment of F1G 1,

F1G 3 s 2 side view of the cmbodiment of FIGS 1 and
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FIG. 3A 5 pcrspcc\ivc view in partial cutaway of addi-
tional structy ral details of a support assembly of the presemt
invention;

FIG. 4 is an end VieW of a support assembly associated
with the cmbodiment of FIGS. 1 through 3

F1G. § 1s 8 0P plen view of the cmbodiment of 116. &

F1G. 6 is a wp view of the embodiment of the support
assembly of FiGS. 4 and s, shown in a0 in-operative
pnmlmn‘,

FiG. 7 is an cnd view of the support asscmbly of the
cmbodiment of F1GS. 4 through 6, shown in a stored
position;

FIG. 8 isa achematic rcprcs«:ma(i(m of an oricating device
of the cmbodiment of ¥1GS. 1 through 3 depicting the
disposition of certain structural components during the pro-
cess of folding 30 article;

1169182 whematic view ol a Jdifferent step i the folding
Process, other than that showt i V16, 8,

F1G. 10 s @ chematic View of yot anuther Sep wn the
folding plnu;.\\',

PG s another crhodhiment ol the folding asscinbly of
e presest yuvettion jcorporaling an oncpling device
difternng from (he cubodiment ol 1168 1 hrough X

Pl 12 s 8 purliul sectiomal view uf the crbodiment of
PG, 1y

FIG. 13 is atop plaa view of one sructural compunent of

the oricnting Juvice of the cmbodiment of 1168 11 and 125

F1G. 14 s a10p plan View of another tructural compuonent

of the vricnting deviee of the cabadiment of PGS 1 and
12,

PG, 15 a wutional view in p;mml cutaway ot 2 portion
of the cmhodimen? of the onenting devive as shown n PG,
11,

PlG. 161y @ Huttom pu(spcdivc view of another cmbodi-
ment of the presemt jnvention including @ shartened support
assetblys

116G 1T s 8 pcr\pcc\'\vc view of the alignment scpments
and

G 182 Prottom VieW Hlustrating a8 alicrnalc cmbuodh-
ment of the heace memhers

| ike soloronee numerals relen to Lke parts houghout the

weveral views af the drawinges

DETAILED 1T weNoN oF e
PREPERRY n \.M\\()U\Ml‘.N'Y

As shown in the accompanying drawangs, the presett
Jvenhion relates W A Jalding asscinbly g:uc-m\\v ydwated
as 10 el an wnting devwe gcnvmlly achcated a8
12, and @ suppott asacinbly p,cncln\\y wnhicated as 14 Wtk
praaty relerenee o Fios through . the onenhnk doviee
12 includes 4t Jeast a mantt wibatantially contrally isposed
sepneit 16 amd twe ale sepmenis 18 and 20 The opcubing
Jeviee Yy b aclectively dispased 10 cither an cxp:nndcd
{ oamd 2,008 tolded
posion. an \m'u‘.\\\\'t\y \\Cp\;‘\u\ w V10N ] through 10,

positiui, 4 bt shown LGS

which will b rxp\.uncd I preatet detad heicmnalict

fach of e matn sepment 16 and &t fcast twoe sule
wopments 1R and Uy, may cachy vnmpnse a \ll‘!\\.\l\\l.lnv Hat
ahcel of p.mc\ hke comfiguiation, formed tram @ sulistatt
nally rpd v Jepembing upon the ype ot aruicles baii
talded, at fcast p.lllully fexible matcnial Mofeovet, pret-
crably ctehed, draw, stached, ot e W detined op the
mamn sepnent 16 1 a ceutet e 99. whieh pnmdc.s a puide
for the ventef of an artwle W pe tulded When the side

W
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sepments 18 and 20 are L\ispuwad in thelf cxpandcd posilion,
they are pns'\m)ncd outwardly from opposite sides of,
depending upon the configuralion of the main sepments 16,
opposite puriphcral portions as at 16" and 16". Funhet cach
of the side segments 18 and 20 ar¢ prc(crably coupled in
spaced apant relation 10 the cmrcspond'\ng\y disposed
pcnphura\ portions 0f sides 16 and 16", through the provi-
sion of an attachment assembly-

Although the attachment assembly may include any of a
variety of hinge detining qructures, 10 the iHustrated
cmbodiment, (he attachment assembly of the present inven-
tion 1% pruf\;ruh\y formed of 2 flexible material, such as but
ot limited 10 2 high strengths flexible canvas: plastic, Of
other app\'\cah\c ficxible matcrial. 10 the cmbodiment of
FiG. 2, the attachment assembly comprises at jeast Wwo
flexible material straps ¢f cquivalcnlly structured connector
clements 24 and 26, cach of which serve 0 inlcrcunncc\ a
dilferent one of the side scgments 1% and 20 lcspcclivu\y, 1o
the main scgmunt 16, in spaced apart celation W the corre-
swnding\y disprosed pcnphcm\ portions o ides 16 and 16"
rcxpcclivcly. it is cmphu.si/cd that the attachment assembly
may diffes from the cmbodiment Jhowa in G 2,in that 1he
fength of cach of the fexible material connectos cloments 24
and 26 may be increased Of decrcased 0f alcrnatively,
pluratity of such conpeetors claents 24 ancd 26 may extend
in sp'.u.'cd relation o ohe another between the main segment
16 and cach of the side wgments 18 and 20. As @ result of
24 and 26 being formed from @
flexible matcrial, 2 ubstantial depree of versatility and
Jariability 18 added to the folding procedure. ‘This applies in
werms of the Lypes of anticles being folded, as well as the
phy.sical Charactefistics including but pot limited 10 the
~thicknuess” of the material from which the varaus folded
apicles are formed. 1he versatile feature will bhe more

he connectof clements

\;mﬁu.ny desaribed with regard 10 the folding procedure
depicied in V1GS. 8 theough 10 hereinafter. Flowever, b1
poled that gaps of varying dimensions are defined by the
wame attachment asscmbly w0 as (o conform to the clothing
atticle heing fulded.

In osder 0 provide such cersatitity. # is further cmpha-
wired that the swes configuration and material from which
he connediv? clements 24 and 26 afc {ormed van vary as
long as sufficient fexibihity 1% prnvu\n\ 1y allowing @ sub-
stantially “pwn\;\l" type of quvement ol the sude scgments
18 and 20, wke {he it TENpetive folded positioi. as shown il
PlGs. 8 and 9, dunng the luldmgprm'c(lurc 1n addimon, the
matcrial frnm wiach the connedtor members 24 and 26 arc
fonmed van cvenhe clastice wasio comewhiat vary Ahe wtial
\p.u;ulghcl»vccn the side sepmems 1R and 20 andd the mams
soptnents 16, such as when the clastic matenial connecios
members a1¢ sticiched. /‘\\lcm;\hvdy, the length of the
Lot b s mbets 24 aud 26 can e woletively vanicd m
tetms ol cxicmhing Of retraviing the lenth hetween the
correspondhing ]\rnphcr:\\ pothnns ol cach ot the swle MR
ments A8 and 20 andd the sespeetive ades vt pcnphcunl
portions 16 and 16" of tho mus wopents 16

Anothet tcatute ot the tolding .I.\\Clllh]V 10 ol the |nc.v:n\
ve o cumpne™ the .linum\'nhunc\l suppet asscinbly
14 winch, W a1 loast one ¢nbodunent has @ somewhat
ongated Lonlignration and, whenwt s suppot g poshion
as shown ap pres 3 rough 40 wabstantially vertiwally
onentesd o as o pomtion the onendink device 12 w2
vertivally \\\.\g’cd relating tes Noor, support platiorm of othet
auppettiig wtlace 1800 which the folding ave mbly 100
du.pu.scd, thereby detunng 3 tablc of Lke support arhle
Maote \pcul'u.',\l\y. the support anscbly 14 comprases 4
plufahty ol suppoft membets gcnc!;\\\y 1 the torm ot logs of
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“ley, pairs” 30 and 32. ‘The leg pairs 30 and 32 are pivotally
conneeled to one another as at 34 and include an upper or10p
end generally indicated as 36 and 38 and a lower cnd,
generally indicated as 40 and 42 respectively. Cross mem-
bers 44 and 46 may be provided in order to assure the
structural imegrity and stability of the support asscmbly 14
In addition, a rclaining member 48 may be disposed 1n
interconnected relation between the leg pairs 30 and 32,
preferably at the cross members 44 and 46, in order to limit
the spaced apart distance between the lower portions of the
leg pairs 30 and 32, when the support assembly 14 is in its
supporting position as shown in F1GS. 1, 3 and 4.

In order to facilitate cither the removal or fixcd support of
the orienting device 12, the support assembly 14 comprises
a base 50 which may have anopen of apertured construction
or be in the form of a solid material pancl. In cither
embexliment, end portions 52, which may be sceured to an
under portion of any other applicable portion of the base 50,
arc pivotally altached, as at 54, to an upper end 36 of one of
the leg pairs 3. The upper end 38 of the other leg pair 32
is removably disposed in supporting engagement with the
base 80 a1 an opposite cod o the end portions 82 or any athee
location. In order to further assure stability of the support
assembly and prevent nadvericnt displacement of the base
80 from its substantially horizontal position, as show in
11GS. 1 and 4, the upper end 38 of at least one of the legs
of the leg pairs 32, may include an aperture 39, 1o addiion,
a bracket 41 may be corespondingly mounted or attached to
the correspondingly disposed ¢nd portion 82 of the basc 50,
and is disposed and configured to reccive the cad 38
removably therein. A spring biased locking pin 43 is pref-
crably mounted on bracket 41 and 15 pusitiopable to remov-
ably pass through the aperture 39, when the end 38 1»
reccived within the interior of the bracket 41, Conversely,
when it is desired to oricnt the support assembly 14 out ot
its substantially horizontal suppornt position, the spring,
biascd pin 43 is manually positioned outwardly from the
aperture 39, thereby allowing the apertured cnd 38 of the log
or ley pairs 32 to be removed from the bracket 41, The base
80 15 therehy disposed in s substantably horizontal vienta-
tion so as 1o dispose the main segment 16 ot thc vnenting
device 12 also in a substantally hotirontal oncatation
Junng the Tolding procedure, andd 8o s 1o provide suflicient
support thereto i ouder 1o detine a table top or hke support
surface

By virtuc of the pivotal connection 84 of the hase 30,11
may be sclectively dispusedd i a somewhat aligned, wnnc-
diately adjacent oncatation relative 10 the plurality ol sup-
port members o leg paies M and 32 as represented m FlG
7 FIG 7 Jelines the support assembly 14 a0 s stored
position for purposes of facitating tansport, including
hand canymg, and-or stotage In addihon, i ts stored
a toller assembly, COMPUSINE & plurality ot rollers,
castets, ol SB may e mounted on the tower most cid $0
and 42 of the Teg pairs 30 and
the sloted support assembly by rolling,

lm\lllun_

A2 1o accomplish transport of
rather than hand
carrying Fikewise, however, the casters &K also subslan-
tally facihitate the Ianspattaihty ol the tolding assembly
10 w1 ils operative posthon, such as when a store employec
wishes o move traom Tocation to location, foldiny and o
ofherwise artanging articles on a given display 1t should
also be noted that i arder 1o tacilitate rolling transport of
movement of the folding assembly 10 through a crowded
atca, such as within a retan] clothing establishiment, when the
support asscmbly 14 15 10 ils operative position, the Jowet
cnds $0 and 42 ol the supporting leg pairs M and 32 arc

spaced outwardly trom onc another a greater distance than
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the width of the base 50. In particular, the relatively small
transverse dimension or width of the hase 50, as compared
1o the distance between the lower ends 40 and 42, facilitates
travel of the folding asscmbly 10 beiween clothing or
garment racks, wherein the space between the hanging
garments on adjacently positioned garment racks is much
less than the relatively greater space between the respective
hascs of the garment racks, beneath the supported garments.
Accordingly, the relatively narrow or lesser transverse
dimension of the base 50 facilitates the casy passage of the
folding assembly 10 between adjacently disposed, but
spaced apart, garment racks of the type commonly used
when the support assembly 14 is in its vertically oriented,
operative position, while still providing a wide and stable
rolling surface. However, in some circumstances, the tight
confines of a location may limit operative movement of the
folding asscmbly 10, the complete and/or partial collapsing
of the folding assembly 10 in the manncers deseribed herein
can further case mancuverability o a desired location.

Looking to FIG. 16, il is also recognized that the support
assembly may include one or mure support members 30 that
are substantially short in length. Such a configuration facili-
tates positioning of the fulding asscmbly 10 on a table or
coutiter tap, of on an cxisting carl lype structurc. Of course,
iLis understood that no support asscmbly 1s required in some
crubodiments.

Yet another feature of the present invention comprises the
provision of a brace assembly, generally indicated as 60,
wherein the brace assembly 60 includes at least two brace
members 62 and 64 sclectively positionable hetween an
operative position as shown in FIGS. 2, 4, and § and an
in-opcrative position as showa in FIG. 6. The brace assem-
bly 60 is sclectively positioned, when in its operative
pasition, beneath and in supporting cngagement with an
under surface of the respectively disposed side segments 18
and 20. Each of the brace members 62 and 64 arc indepen-
dently moveable between the aforementioned  operative
position detined by their outwardly extended oricntation,
and the in-operative position detined by their oricntation in
immediately adjacent, substantially contiguous relation to
the base S0 As best shown in FIG. 6, order to accomplish
wich sclective posttioning, cach of the brace mcmbers 62
and 64 preferably include ontwardly e xtending, spaced apart
legs 66 and 68 rospecuively The legs or more precisely leg
pairs 66 and 68 arc shidingly attached 1o an uider portion or
other applivably disposed structure of the base 30 In
aditon, o 1s cmphasized that the distance of outward
vty o extenston of cach of the brace members 62 and
64 may vary from a [ully extcnded posiion, as shown
FIG S, o any aumbet af pactially extended positions (oot
<hown), depeading upon the overall size andeor conligura-
ton ol the espeative sule sepments 18 and 20, which the
brace members 62 and 64 support Also, as best shown an
FIGS. 8 and 6 the spacing Dbetween the respechve leg
member 66 and 68, may vary 1o order that they would not
mterlete with one another, when they
mto the 1 operanve posiion ol I1G 6

are disposcd inwardly

1o ohe cbodunent, cachiof the brace wcmbers 62 and 64
ate uwdependently extendable o cullapsible, thus the averall
wize of the suppott sutlace detined by the side segments IX
and 20 can also be vaned to the necds ol the nser and ot the
Linats of a work arca bor cxample,
clements 24 and 26 arc tormed ol a tfleuble matenal, and as

4 tesull preferably define a two way hunge structute As a

the pretered connectot

teault, 1 addihott to bang loldable atop the mam segicnt
16 so as Lo fold an athicle, such as a ganent, the conneclor

clements 24 and 26 also allow the sule segments 18 and 20
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10 fold downwardly when the brace members 62 and 64 are
ol in their extended, supporting pusition. Accordingly, 2
variably sized work arca can be provided and casily mancu-
vered and transported 10 2 desired location.

In yet another cmbodiment of the preseot invention, as in
F1G. 18 the bracc members 62' and 64’ may b hingedly
connected 1o the oricnting device, such as indircctly via the
base. Morcover, as shown, the brace members 62° and 64
may be coupled with onc another so as to retract and cxpand
in unison. In the illustrated cmbodiment, by pulling cither
one of the brace members away from the brace aboul the
pivot juints 67, the other brace member is also in um pulled
outwardly nto its cxpanded oricatation. Also as can be seen
from this and the previous cmbodiment, the brace members
need not extend completely heacath the catire surface of the
side segments.

Other structural features of the present jnvention may
include the provision of a slorage facility, generally indi-
cated as 70, in the form of a bag, bin or ather contatuer 72,
having any 1ype of opening 74 commuuicating with the
interior thereof. The storage facitity 70 18 provided io order
o store articles, garmeats, cte. 76 therein, wherein such
garments are yet o be folded and are disposcid at an canily
acvessible location duting fulding andfor transpart ol the
folding asscimbly.

As shown in FIGS. # through 10, 1he folding operation or
procedure i accomplished by positioning st article or
garment 80 in cngaging relation with the main scgment 16,
in preferably aligned refation o the center line 99, as well as
the side scgments 18 and 20. A generally central or mid
portion of the article 80 is disposed in overlying, supported
relation on the main scgment 16, whercin side of peripheral
purtions of the article 80 arc disposed in overlying, sup-
ported relation on the side segments 18 and 20. The folding
procedure 1S mstigated by disposing, one of the side sep-
ments 18 or 20, from its outwardly expanded position o ils
folded pusition as shown in 116G, 8. This will bring one
portion of the acticle 80 into a [olded oricntation as shown
in F1G. 8. FIG. 9 shows the other of the side scgments as al
20 being Hist hrought into ats Toldud position rather than the
e sepment 18 Furthermore, i the cmbodiment of FiG. 8
a relatively thin maerial articie is bong folded, whilc to the
conteary, o the cmbodiment of PlG 9, a much thicker
material artiwle 82 18 bang folded This domonsirates the
versatiity of the fohting assebly 10 of the prescnt
vention, tiough the provision ol the flexible matcrial
Athachient asscmbly composing the ficxible matenal con-
nector clemenis 24 and 26 Thorelose, repatdlens ol the
“thickness™ of the material from which the article 1s lormed
or s overall dimension afier Tulding has been completed,
the Boxibnlity and averall steuctuee ot the connedtor cloments
24 and ot 26 1 suchas o avtomatically aceommodate and
provade for the ilferenue 1o the spacing hietween the mmn
sepnicnt 16 and the side segment 18, when o relatively thin
miateral article 8 s teing folded, than when a relahively
ek matesal atwle 82 is bewg tolded Fucther, F1G 10
hows the resulting Mcker dimension ot the completely
folded arhicle B4 1cqnng the vonnedior membet 24 W
cxtend outwatdly @ preatet distanee, when the cnd scgment
1§ s disposed avertappng relation 1o the main scpmen
16, than s reguiredd of the vonnector cloment 26 whea the
cued wepment 20 15 perlonmng the first tokd i 116G 9

Addinonally, as Gown i FIGS 11 through 16, thc
folding asscmbly vl the present nvention wcludes anuthet
crubvduncat of the oncnting deviee which 1s generally
ndicated therem as 12 he onentimg device 127 comprises
2 msin sepment 160 and at least two outwardly extending

10

movably intercannected side segments 18’ and 20" which
operate in substantially the same fashion as described with
relerence to the embodiment of FIGS. 1 through 10. In
addition, the oricnting device 12" can be used in combination
with the support asscmbly 14 as described with reference 10
FIGS. 11hrough 7 above. However, in this alicrnate cmbodi-
ment of the orienting deviee 12, it prelerably includes at
least one, but prcfcrahly wo exiension members, such as
those generally indicated as 90 and 92, represented in at least
partially operative and assembled form in FIG. 11 and
depicied and explained in greater detail with referencee 10
£1GS. 12 through 18, Since the structural details and opera-
tive features of cach of the cxtension members 90 and 92 arc
substantially identical, a detailed description of one of the
cxtension members 92 15 meant to be inclusive of the
sructural and operative features of the other of the extension
members.

More specifically, cach of the exiension members 90 and
92 arc sclectively pasitionable both towards and away from
the respective sides 160" and 160" of the main scgment 160,
as indicated by directinnal arfow 97. As a result, the overall
ot effective size of the suppart surface of the main segment
160 can be correspondingly decrcased o1 incrcased 1o meet
e needs of the user relative o aarrower and wider garments
and other articles. Along these lines, s poted that if
desired, the entire main segment can be defined by the
cxtensinn members, such as by having the cxlension mem-
bers abut one another 10 define all or part of the main
segment. fndeed, in such an cmbadiment, only one of the
cxtension members need truly be provided s as 10 preserve
a preferred, general symmetry of the system.

In the ilHustrated cmbodiment, cach of the cxtension
members 90 and 92 arc preferably moveable independently
of one another and are incrementally positionable at any
varying, distance from the main sepment 160 duc 1o the
provision of a tongue and groove type assembly. The wongue
and  groove assembly comprises an integral of otherwisc
fixedly sccured tongue 94, projecting outwardly from slide
portion 96 of cach of the extension members 90 and 92 The
tongue 94 is dimeusioned and couligured to be removably
reccived within any one of a plurality of clopgated grooves
98 furmedd in spaced, wbstantially paraliel relation (@ ane
othier in the under surface of the main scgment 160, as hest
Jhown an FIGS 12 and 14 Further, the jemovable intercon-
nection of the tonguc 94 with anyonc al the prooves 98 will
[acthitate the outwardly extending support of disposthion of
the extension snembers 90 and 92. For cxample, an unddes
wittace thereat, such as 93 wmay copage a support struciure
as at 98, which s wcurcd o an underportion of the man
scpment 160, at any apphivable lovation o provide some-
what of a cantilever-1ype wipportas the outwardly projecting
onguc 94 and the under surface 93 of ihe cxtension member
92, smultancously cHgape one ol the grooves 98 arul
supporl sfruciute 98, rcspechively Aceordingly, dependent
upon the relative posiion botwren the man sopment 160
ad each ot the extension members 90 and 92, the size of a
cential portion of the support surtace, which mctudes the
mam sepment 160, s ctlevhively changed, based on the
positioming, of the suppott sutlaces O am! 92 towards
Jud of away hom the man scpment Fhe extenvion mem
bets 90 and 92 ate patticulacly wec lul Lo tolding ot an
snusually Lange ganment and of where the vanous garments
ot athicles bomp {ohled contnuously vary in SYZRTUISILS
figutatiatt ln the lalict situation the ¢ xichsion etmbers 90
and 92 can camly and yuekly be adjusted buth towards an
away from the ma scypment 160 o cithet teduce vt cxpand
the cilective support surtace, as deswnibed above
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Astructural modification also incorporated in the embodi-
ment of FIGS. 11 through 18 includes the side pancls 18 and
20' being movably connected o the correspondingly dis-
posed extension members 90 and 92, respectively. More
specifically, the flexible material connector members 24’ and
26" movably connect ur seeure cach of the side segments 18°
and 20" 10 a corresponding one of the extension members 90
and 92 respectively, as shown in FIGS. 11 and 18, Operative
positioning of cach of the side segments 18 and 20' is
substantially the same as described with regard to the
cmbodiment of FIGS. 8 through 10, regardless of the
outward disposition of the extension members 90 and 92
relative 10 the main scgment 160.

Looking 1o yet another structural component of the
present invention, as detailed in FIG. 17, an alignment
scgment 77 may also be provided. The alignment scgment
77 is preferably generally rigid and clongate, and may be of
a similar length as that of the main scgment. In the illustrated
cmbexliment, the alignment scgment 77 is formed of a rigid,
wencrally flat pancl. In usc, the alignment scgment 77 s
structured 1o be disposed on the article, and especially on a
pair of pants, after the article has been disposed on the main
scgment, but before the side segments arc disposed in their
overlapping relation to the main segment {n particular, the
alignment segment 77 s especially beneticial in folding
pants, so as lo maintain an iotenor creasc, such as at the
croteh of pants, such as jeans. For example, when folding
pants, such as jeans, it is beneficial to define a square folded
unit that can tit into a compact storage and display arca. As
a result, to define the square shape it is gencrally beneficial
to fold the croteh of a longitudinally folded pair of pants
onto the main body of the pants prior to folding the legs and
wiist onto one another. As this region can sometimes be
resilient, especially in jeans, the alignment segment 77 is
structured to he disposed atop the folded crotch portion so as
to maintain the crease detined therehy while the side seg-
ments are used to fold the legs and the waist portions on one
another to define the folded article. As can be appreciated, a
plurality of pants can be folded simultancously, with the
alignment segment 77 being sufficiently clongate o streich
onto cach of the adjacent pairs of pants Morcover, the
alignment segment 77 preferably ancludes onc or more
handles 78 which facilitate shiding removal of the alignment
sepment 77 From within the tolded pants 11 desired, a hook
ot holding structure may be provided o as o secure the
ahgnment sepment o the remander of the tolding assembly
10, av lcast when the ahignment segment 77 s nol an us

Since many  moditications, vanations and changes i
detml can be made to the deseribed prelerred embodiment of
the mvention, atis miended that all matiers o the toregomg
descnption and shown i the accompanying diawings be
mtcrpreted asallustranve and not i a hiting seose Thus,
the sope of the vention should be detcrmined by the
appended clums and thear legal cquivalents

Now that the mvention has been described,

What 1 clamed s

I Atolding assembly stinctured to arrange an article into
a lulded anentation, sad folhing assembly comprising

a) an onenting device, sad oncnting Jdevice ancluding a
mam segment and al least two side segments disposed
0 engaging relation o difterett partions ot the aricle
beug folded,

b)) an altacliment assembly sccuning cach of saud side
segnients esand onenting device w movable relation to
saud main segment,

¢) saud side sepments selectively positionable between an
cxpanded position and a tolded position; said expanded

10

)

41
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position at least partially defined by said side segments
extending laterally outward from said main segment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side scgments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation to said main
scgment, and

d) said attachment assembly including at least two flexible

material connectors cach movably sccuring a different
one of said side scgments 1o said orienting device.

2. A folding assembly as recited in claim 1 further
comprising a support asscmbly disposed in supporting
cngagement with said oricnting device, said support assem-
bly including a plurality of support members,

3. A folding assembly as recited in claim 2 wherein said
support members are generally short in length.

4. A folding assembly as recited in claim 2 wherein said
support assembly comprises an clongated configuration
extending substantially vertically upward from a supporting
surface into supporting cngagement with said orienting
device at an upper end of said support assembly.

$. A lolding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 further
including a pair of brace members structured to sclectively
extend into a supporting, operalive position which engages
cach of said side segments.

6. A folding assembly as recited in claun 8§ wherein said
sltachiment assembly is structured to permit selective down-
ward pivotal movement of said side scgments, upon a
worresponding one of said brace members being disposed in
a retracted, inoperative position, so as o sclectively reduce
said size of said support surface.

7. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 6 wherein cach
of said brace members is slidingly sccured relative to said
main scgment.

8. A folding assembly as recited in claim 1 wherein said
flexible material connectors are structured o define a
variable, unplanncd gap between said side segments and
said main scgment.

9. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 wherein said
main scgment includes a center line delined thereon.

10. A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 further
comprising a storage lacility operatively associated there-
with and structured to contain a plurality of said articles.

11 A folding asscmbly as recited in claim 1 wherein said
oricatiag device further comprises at least one cxtension
member moveable outwardly to selectively vary the cffec-
nive size of said main segment.

12, A foldig asscmbly as recited i clm T comprising,
at least two of sawd extension mermbers

13 A tolding assembly as secited i clnm 12 wherein
cach of sad extension members is movably disposed an
micrconneching relation hetween said maun segment and a
diflerent one ol sind side segments

14 A folding assembly as teanted an clasn 1 turther
compnsing an alignment segment, said ahgnment scgment
structured to be disposed on the article aller the article has
heen disposed on said mam segment, but before sad side
sepments are disposed i sard overlapping relation o sad
nann segment, sard aligmnent segment boy penceally rggud
and clongate

18 Alolding assembly as rected i clanm 14 wheren sawd
alignment sepment s structured o nuuntam an anteniog
vicase of the article priot toats beang tolded, and includes a
handle structured 1o tacihtate removal ol said alignment
segicnt from an inteaot of the lolded article

16 A tolding assembly structured to artange an article
into a tolded onentation, saud tolding assembly comprang

a) an onicnting device, sawd aticnting device including a

man seginent and at least twao side scgiments dispused
i engaging relation to diflerent portions of the article
being tolded,
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b) an attachment assembly sccuring cach of said side
segments to said oricnting device in movable relation to
said main scgment,

¢) said side scgments selectively positionable between an
expanded position and a folded position; said cxpanded
position at Jeast partially defined by said side segments
extending laterally outward from said main scgment in
spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation to said main
scgment, and

d) said attachment assembly structured to permit selective
downward pivotal movement of said side segments, so
as 10 sclectively reduce said size of said oricnting
device.

17. A folding asscmbly structured to arrange an article

into a folded oricntation, said folding assembly comprising:

a) an oricnting device, said oricnting device including a
main segment and at least two side segments disposed
in cogaging relation 1o different portions of the anicle
being folded,

h) an attachment assembly sccuring cach of sad sude
seyanents o saad onenting device in movable relation 1o
satd niatn segenent,

¢) sad side sepments selectively positonable between an
cxpanded posinon and a tolded position; sard expanded
position at least partially defined by said side segments
extending laterally outward from said main segment in

2

14

spaced relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side scgments independently disposed
in substantially overlapping relation 1o said main
scgment, and

d) said main scgment including a center line defined
thereon.

18. A folding assembly structured to arrange an article

into a folded oricntation, said folding assembly comprising:

a) an oricnting device, said orienting device including a
main scgment and at Jeast two side segments disposed
in cngaging relation to different portions of the article
being lolded,

b) an attachment assembly secunng cach of said side
segments 1o said orienting device in movable relation to
said main segment,

¢) said side segments selectively positionable between an
expanded position and a folded position; said expanded
position at least partially defined by said side scgments
extending Jaterally outward from said main segment in
spaeed relation thereto and said folded position defined
by cach of said side segments mdependently disposed
i substantially overlapping relation 1o said main
scgment,

¢} said oneating device further ancluding st least one
cxtension member moveable outwardly to selectively
vary the cllective size of said main segment.
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