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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

IDEAL SHIELD, INC,
a Michigan corporation,

Plaintiff, Case No.
V. Hon.
STRIKE TOOL, INC. JURY DEMAND

a Minnesota corporation,

Defendant.

John G. Posa (P49445)

Allen M. Krass (P16218)

Gifford, Krass, Sprinkle,
Anderson, & Citkowski, P.C.

2701 Troy Center Drive., Suite 330

Troy, MI 48007

(248) 647-6000

(248) 647-5210

litigation(@patlaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff

COMPLAINT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

PLAINTIFF, Ideal Shield, Inc. (“Ideal™), as against Strike Products, Inc., (“Strike™) hereby
alleges as follows:

L THE PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Ideal is a Michigan corporation having its principal place of business at 2525
Clark St., Detroit, Michigan 48209-1355.

2. Upon information and belief, Defendant Strike is a Minnesota corporation having
offices at 31785 64" Ave., Cannon Falls, Minnesota 55009.

I JURISDICTION
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3. Jurisdiction is conferred on this Court under 28 U.S.C. §1338(a), as Plaintiff’s claim
is patent-related. Venue is proper under 28 U.S.C. §1400 (b), in that Defendant is committing acts of
patent infringement within this District.

COUNT I — INFRINGEMENT OF
UNITED STATES DESIGN PATENT D465,585

4, Plaintiff is the owner of U.S. Design Patent No. D465,585, entitled STANCHION
COVER, which duly and lawfully issued on November 12, 2002 (“the ‘585 patent,” Exhibit A). The
*585 patent continues to be in full force and effect.

5. Defendant is making, using, selling and/or offering for sale a product called the “EZ
Sleeve” which infringes Plaintiff’s *585 patent.

6. Defendant’s infringement of the *585 patent is causing damage to Plaintiff, including
lost sales and profits.

7. Defendant’s infringement of the 585 patent is causing harm to Plaintiff for which
Plaintiff is without an adequate remedy at law.

8. Defendant’s infringement of the ‘585 patent is willful and deliberate.

COUNT I — INDUCING INFRINGEMENT OF
UNITED STATES UTILITY PATENT 6,209,276

0. Plaintiffis the owner of U.S. Utility Patent No. 6,209,276, entitled INSTALLING A
SLEEVE ONTO AN ELONGATED MEMBER, which duly and lawfully issued on April 3, 2001
(“the *276 patent,” Exhibit B). The ‘276 patent continues to be in full force and effect.

10.  Upon information and belief, when Defendant ships certain of its sleeve products to
be installed onto elongated members such as posts and bollards, Defendant provides a band of spacer

with placement instructions to deter or prevent subsequent removal of the sleeve from the member,
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thereby inducing its customers to infringe the ‘276 patent, and thereby making Defendant liable as an
infringer of the ‘276 patent pursuant to 17 U.S.C. §271(b).

11.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘276 patent is causing damage to Plaintiff, including
lost sales and profits.

12.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘276 patent is causing harm to Plaintiff for which
Plaintiff is without an adequate remedy at law.

13.  Defendant’s infringement of the ‘276 patent is willful and deliberate.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that this Court find that:

(a) Plaintiff’s ‘585 and ‘276 patents are valid and enforceable as against Defendant;

(b)  Defendant has infringed the ‘585 and ‘276 patents;

(©) Defendant be preliminarily and finally enjoined from further infringement of the ‘585
and ‘276 patents;

(@) Plaintiff be awarded damages caused by Defendant's infringement of the ‘585 and
‘276 patents;

(e)  Plaintiff’s damages include lost profits caused by Defendant;

(H Plaintiff’s damages include a reasonable royalty from Defendant;

(g)  Plaintiff be granted its costs, attorney's fees and increased damages as provided by

law, and such other and further relief as this Court deems proper and just.
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DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff, by and through its attorneys, hereby demands a trial by jury in the above cause of
action.

Respectfully submitted,

By: /s/John G. Posa
John G. Posa (P49445)
Allen Krass (P16218)
Attorneys for Plaintiff
Gifford, Krass, Sprinkle,

Anderson & Citkowski, P.C.

2701 Troy Center Drive, Ste. 330
Troy, MI 48007
(248) 647-6000
(248) 647-5210 (Fax)
litigation@patlaw.com

Attorney for Plaintiffs

DATED: June 3, 2011
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EXHIBIT A



zavorszararacanan oo HR U RTANH e

az United States Design Patent o) Patent No.: US D465,585 S
Venegas, Jr. @5) Date of Patent: x4 Nov. 12, 2002

(54) STANCHION COVER 3,776,520 A 12/1973 Charles el ol ceneeerrns 256/13.1

3,957,250 A 51976 Murphy ... . 256/19

(76) Ioventor: Frank Venegas, Jr., 5682 Lake Ridpe 3,967,562 A 7/1976 Anacker .. . 108/12

Dr., Brighton, MI (US) 48116 3991532 A 11/1976 Buxbom .. o 52/207

401930t A 41977 Fox ..... . 52[725

(“‘) Term: 14 Years 4,021,977 A 5/8977 Deike ... e 32296 X

4,047,330 A 9/1977 Gustaffson .. . 2565/1 %

. 4060222 A 111977 Pitkin el al, | ... 256/50

(21) Appl. No.: 25/149,435 409207 A 51978 Swanson ... . 403/306

(22) Filed: Oct. 9. 2001 4,110,989 A 9/1978 Selkirk .... .. 4057248

’ 4,183,505 A 171980 Maestri ... . 256/13.1

. 4244156 A 1/1981 Walls, Ir. . .. 527746

Related U.S. Application Data 4245031 A VI9BL Walls, Tt oo 527301

(63) Continuntion of spplication No. 09/597,318, fled oo Jun. Ejgg’%gg i . gﬁgg ngﬁﬂy DZESZIE
19, 2000, which is a continustion-in-part of application No. 464 ‘_‘,22 A 087 th_y s 5375

29/054,342, filed on May 30, 1996, now abandoned, which 644, v ips .. w 52514

is n division of application No. 20/019,652, filed on Mac. 7, 4647016 A 3/1987 Doublet .., - 256/24

1994, now Pat. No. Des. 374,941, which is a continuation- 4,702478 A 10/1987 Kruse ... 273/127 B

in-part of application No. 08/038,676, Aled on Mar 26, 4,718,789 A 1/1988 Kuenen ... . 403/233

1993, now Pal. No. 5,323,543, 4,786,053 A 11/1988 Bames, Jr. 27315 R

4,787,603 A 11/1988 Norston ... o 256725

() LocmCl ... 25-01 4912001 A 41990 Jerry ... ... 527301

(52)  US. Ch orrrrnsrssismmesssssmssssmsssssssssssisnnns D25/126 4961258 A 10/1990 Menzel .... . 531413 X

(58) Tield of Search ......ccvecrvecnvernens D25/126, 38-43, 4,972,864 A 11/19%0 Almond ..oeocecnrserinerse 135/118

D25/16; D20/10, 41: 228/126; 256/19-34, 4993876 A 201991 Spowetal, ... .. 405/216

1, 56-63, 43, 47, DIG. 5; 52/71, 27, 27.5, 5093209 A 3/1992 Kroisenbrunner .. .. 428/683

38, 40, 728, 301, 300, 273, 721.4, 723.1 5,141,207 A 8/1992 Meglino et al. ... e 236733

7215, 159.14’ 5,149,060 A 971992 BOES tevrerensensserereisesrans 256/21

(Lis{ continued on nex! page.)

(56) Refercnces Cited Primary Examiner—Doris Clark
US. (74) Antorney, Agent, or Firm—Giford, Krass, Groh,
PATENT DOCUMENTS Sprinkle, Anderson & Citkowski, PC
468,251 A = 2/1892 Bedbury et al. . W 32(7215 LAIM
774,548 A 11/1904  Andlauer ...veevevineireenes 52(723.1 (57) c
1,517,846 A 12/1924 Lewis
1,804,320 A 5/1931 Cross
1,903,869 A 41233 Meister et al. .....on.en. 404/10 X

1 claim the ornamental design [or a slanchion cover, as
shown and described.

2,450,345 A 91948 Kervin .omesserereresereniins 527301 DESCRIPTION

%’gg’ﬁgi 1;;13;3 J]?ilrl:zll:jc....‘... "‘:' I,‘):égﬁg.; FIG. 1 is a front eleva_lionn[. view_nf slur{chion cover
3:131:792 A 51964 Groneman ct al. 18944 nccorc_img to }hc presen! invention, with the side and back
3,181,849 A 5/1965 Mitchell ......... e 26701 and views being the same as the front view; and,
3,193,255 A 7/1965 Burdett ..., .. 25619 FIG. 2 is a frant elevational view of the slanchion cover of
3,342,457 A 9/1967 Bobrowski ... .. 256/21 FIG. 1 showing the cover received over a stanchion that
3416484 A 12/1968 Chapman ..... . 116457 extends out of the ground, the ground and the stanchion
3420013 A /1969 Alvamdo ..., - 52/161  formisg no part of the present inveation.”

3,462,021 A B8/1969 Hawke et ol. e 2117182

3,667,405 A 6/1972 Raach, In i 52/7201 X 1 Claim, 1 Drawing Sheet




2:11-cv-12414-RHC-MKM

Doc#1 Filed 06/03/11 Pg 7 of 13

US D465,585 S

PgID 7

Page 2
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS D3B0274 S 61997 Slamets
D383,920 5 9/1997 Morgan ...
?ggiﬁ ﬁ 152’&333 m‘sﬁ:‘: Ir. et al. -~-~§£h§f53f5)9( 5678365 A 10/1997 Venegas, IT .oeeoevivivines 52/174
223344 A 6/1993 Johnson e - 998 COULE worerrrrissresiins 52/736.3
5761647 A 11/1993 Vemewss, Jr. etal. ... 256/131 g’%'ggg i iﬁsgs i"h‘;fns . Sn2f301
5200781 A 4/1994 Barelt el o, ........ 256/13.1 X SHSTI3 A 9/1098 Vemess Jo .o "S5
5,299,883 A 4/1994 Adh,Jr. ... e 404710 pisell Gnegas, Ik .. =
T31713 A 51994 Goodieh $2301 5,853,167 A 12/1998 West et al. ... . 33666
5312,089 A 571004 Venegas J: - 256/65 D406,915 § 3/1992 Melchear, III . D26/68
D164 8 71994 Fox . D2sis 5,899,044 A 5/1999 Jurrett ..o 52/737.4
5354037 A 1071994 Venegas, Jr. .. 256/59 3,936,875 A 9/1993 Augheabaugh Ao/6a7
5364077 A 11/1994 Venegus, Jr. .. 256/69 f)gig,gg? ? I?ﬁggg I?g‘;s - 512)’;;%
5370368 A 12/1994 Terrels et al. . 256119 DA16.335 S 111999 Ro - ““DZS,IIEH
5396739 A 3/1995 Venegas, Ir. .. 52133 C00eAT0 A 121990 oy " e
541953 A 5/1995 Bender ..... . 2561 000’543 YIE eere oL
S.4BR810 A 2/1996 Horlen .. . S2TIS 6,009,683 A 1/2000 Grewe et al, - 320721
5557900 A 0/1996 Shaneour . 5317363 6052972 A 4/2000 Ren ot al eeereunseesernnne 53/512
5566927 A 10/1996 Venegns, Ir . 256/59 6,065,268 A 3/2000 f,”“fl’ e - f)zg:“fég
5568709 A 10/1996 Steckler . 52/309.8 D426,898 S 6/2000 Vencges, Ir. - D35/
Y9785 A 1111996 Som o oM1i6A 6,176,062 B1  L1/2001 Fayle .oorenne .. 52(136.4
5,5_”,714 A 11199 Venegms, In a56/65 6,192,646 Bl 22001 Grewe et al. .. W 5277214
5,585,520 A 121996 Cleary ’ N 1197705 6,209,276 Bl 472001 Vencgps, Jr. ... e 53/301
SIREEIB A 121996 Walsh e D446330 S 872001 Metchenr, TI .oovvves D326/68
5605414 A 2/1997 Fuller et ol. ..... e 404/6 5 .
5,624,103 A 41997 Venegns, JL ovonnieinn.. 296/66 * cited by examiner
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a2 United States Patent

(10) Paient No.:

US 6,209,276 B1

Venegas, Jr. @5y Date of Patent: Apr. 3, 2001
(54) INSTALLING A SLEEVE ONTO AN 6,065,268 *  5/2000 GUIP .oomsusmsrsemmsssssssrisnns 52301 X
ELONGATED MEMBER * cited by examiner
(76) Inventor: Frank Venegas, Jr., 4165 Homestead, Primary Examiner—Janel M. Wilkens
Howeli, MI (US) 48843 (74) Atterney, Agent, or Firm—Gifford, Krass, Goh,
Sprinkle, Anderson & Citkowskd, PC
(*) Notice:  Subiject lo any disclaimer, the term of this
patent is extended or adjusted under 33 (7 ABSTRACT
U.S.C. 154(b) by O days. Trapped air is used to hold a sleeve colo an clongated
member such as a vertical post ar pillar. A sleeve is provided
(21) Appl. No.: 09/410,714 having an open end and 1 closed end, nod an inner diameter
(22) Filed Oct. 1, 1999 which is at lenst slightly greater than the outside diameter of
the member being covered. At least one spacer is provided
(51) Imt.CL7 ... . E04H 12/00 circumferentially around the member, which is positioned
(52) Us. Cl 52/300; 52/7364  proximate to the end over which the open end of the sleeve
(58) Field 0f Search .o 52/170, 169,13, is placed lor installation purposes. As the sleeve is subse-
524301, 723.1, 723.2, 736.3, 736.4, 741.3, quently urged over the meniber, air trapped between the end
745.17, 7374, 737.5: 256/DIG. 5, 1, 19, of the member including the spacer and the closed end of the
50 sleeve is expelled pasl the spacer and out the open end of the
sleeve belween the ouiside wall of the member, such that
(56) References Cited when the sleeve is fully installed, a relatively small volume
of air remains between the end of the member with the
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS spacer and the closed end of the sleeve. With such o
1,463,715 * 7/1933 Mublow sremmmsmnns 527378 X conliguration, il one then allempts 1o pull the sleeve ol the
1,875,137 * BM932 Pollock .memseeeeessomsssessenis 52301 X member, air movemen! past the spacer in the opposite
2,450,345 9/1948 Kervin . direction is again very slow, prevemting the sleeve from
3,319,328 * 351967 Finger et ol rerecceiessns 527301 X being pulled off the member without a substantial effort. In
4,244,156 171981 Watts, Sr. ... 52T X the preferred embodiment, two spaced-apart bands of resil-
}gé?gg * lgﬁggg f’;myl """""""""""" ettt 256/1 icnt ndhesive tape are used 1o provide the spacer material. In
Sa7a4 61993 Jniﬂiﬁn' an allernative embodiment the sleeve itself may be formed
5290883 * 4/1994 Arh, It e 52701 X having one ar more circumferential bands with an inside
5:315:795 * 5/1994 Gml;ﬂcc o 52116913 X diameter Slighl[y less than the inside diameter of the slecve
5,323,583 6/1994 Venegas, Jr. . overall.
5,369,925 * 12/1994 VRIE0 .oreccrmeesesennins 3277364 X
5735310 ™ 4/1998 HIPSHIrE ..ovvuesemsrerrrsoerecrss 256/18 X 11 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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INSTALLING A SLEEVE ONTO AN
ELONGATED MEMBER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION -

This invention relates generally to proteclive coverings
and, in particular, to a method of installing a slecve over an
elongaled member such as n rigid vertical post, stanchion, or
the like.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

U.S. Pat. No. 5,323,583 discloses and claims a sleeve
which may be used to cover a rigid structure, thereby
providing o more decorative appearance while prolecting
against exposure lo lhe element snd externully applied
impacts, According (o one physical implementation, such a
sleeve has a closed, rounded top and an open bottom,
allowing it to be slipped over an existing upright post,
typically constructed of a rigid material such as steel or cast
cement,

Depending upon the circumstances, sleeves of this kind
may be placed over a vertical support without any fastening
whatsoever. For example, if used indoors or in an arca where
theft or vandalism is precluded, atinching the sleeve to the
post may be umnecessary or impractical. For many
applications, however, including those which are used owt-
ol-doors to cover posts around parking areas, and the like, it
is preferred that the sleeve somehow be attached to the post
that it is protecting.

Although an adhesive may be used (o hond the sleeve to
the post il is covering, this lechnigue presents certain dis-
advantages. For one, adhesives tend to be messy, and flow
down the nutside of the post or inner wall of the sleeve and
accumulate in an unsightly manner. In addition, the holding
power of certain adhesives become compromised due to
changes in temperature, humidity or exposure to ultraviolet
radiation, and such conditions could easily change in an
outdoor environment. The need remains, therefore, for an
alternative method of installing sleeves of this kind onto
posts and other elongated members. Ideally, such a method
would be cleaner, while at lhe seme time, providing
adetuate protection against removal,

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Broadly, and in peneral terms, the present invention
ulilizes (rapped nir 1o hold a sleeve onto an elongued
membet, The invention is applicable to sleeves of the type
having a closed top and an open botlom and configured for
installation onto a vertical post or pillar. In reading this
specification, bowever, one of skill will realize that the
invention has other applications, including the instellation of
sleeves onlo non-vertical members, ! that such members
may be hollow or solid, so long as trapped air i5 used to
provide sullicient holding power us described herein.

According 1o a method aspect of the invenlion, a sleeve is
provided having an open end and a closed end, znd an inner
dinmeter which is at least sHghtly preater than the outside
diameter of the member being covered. At least one spacer
is provided circumferentially around the member, which is
positioned proximaie to the end over which the open end of
the sleeve is placed for installation purposes, As the sleeve
is subsequently urged over the member, air trapped between
the end of ihe member including the spacer and the closed
end of the sleeve is expelled past the spacer and out the open
end of the sleeve between the outside wall of the member,
such that when the sleeve is fully instalied, e relatively small

20

s

45

2

volume of air remains between the end of the member with
the spacer and the closed end of the sleeve. With such a
confipuratian, if one then attempts to pull the sleeve off the
member, air movement past the spucer in the opposite
direction is again very slow, preventing the sleeve from
being pulled off the member without a substantial effort.
Indeed, 1o most would-be thieves, the evacuative effect
crealed by the irapped air makes il appear us though the
sleeve is permanently bonded lo the member, even though
trapped air is used as opposed o an adhesive.

In the preferred embodiment, resilient adhesive tape is
used to provide the spacer material. In particular, neoprene
tnpe having a thickness on the order of 4" is suitable, as are
other thicknesses and compressibilities, depending upon the
dimensions of the sleeve and member being covered.
Although » single spscer may be used to practice the
invention, in the preferred embodiment, al least two bands of
spacer material are used, one placed close to each end of the
member heing covered with the sleeve. It has been found
that the use of two or more spacers prevents rattling,
particularly at the bottom of the sleeve, while providing
further stability ngainst 1ift off.

It has also been found that, to more readily facilitate
installation at the sleeve, the spacer closest to the end over
which (he open end of the sleeve is placed prefersbly
includes at least one gap as opposed to complete circum-
ferential coverage, This gap enables nir to more quickly
escape while, particularly when more than one spacer is used
lengthwise olong the member, remaval remains sufficiently
difficuit. In an altermative embodiment, as opposed to the
spacer material being applied directly to the member being
covered, the slesve itself may be formed having one or more
circumferential bunds with an inside diamster slightly less
than the inside diameter of the sleeve overall, thereby acting
us tnpe-like spacers when the sleeve is installed over the
member.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a drawing of a sleeve being placed over a vertical
post according lo the invention ulilizing vpper and lower
lupc spocers, and with the upper spacer having o gap to
enhance installation; and

FIG. 2 illustrates an alternative embodiment of the inven-
tion wherein the sleeve itself has one or more circumferen-
tial band with a smaller inside diameler to held the sleeve by
trapping air.

DETAILED DESCRIFTION OF TIHE
INVENTION

FIG. 1 illustrates a method of installing a sleeve 102 onio
an elongated member, in this case a vertical post 104. It is
assumed that the sleeve has a closed cod 106 and an open
end 108 which is placed over the upper end 110 of the post
being covered, and that the inside diameter of the sleeve is
slightly greater than the outside dinmefer of the post
According to a preferred method of the invention, a piece of
compressible adhesive tape 112 or olher resilient material
such as neoprene is piaced circumferentially around the post
at a distance spuced apart from the upper end, such as a few
inches,

Although the spacer created through the use of the lape
may be placed all the way around the post being covered, it
is found that a gap 120 advantageously aliows a sleeve to be
put on more quickly while remaining sufficiently difficult to
pull the sleeve off, once installed. In the event that the inside
dinmeter of the sleeve and the outside dinmeter of the post
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is thicker than the thickness of the lape, a thicker spacer
malerial may be used or layers of tape may be added.

Although the invention will be successful using only a
single specer proximate 1o the upper end of the post, is has
been found that a lower spacer 122 helps not ooly lo enhance
stability of the sleeve once installed, but also 1o assist in
trapping more air to thwart removal

The sleeve is placed over the posl including the spacer(s),
preferably using a twisting motion to slowly slide the sleeve
over the post with the spacer(s) attnched. IF the sleeve is
being applied correctly, the installer will hear air 130 being
forced out of the sleeve as it is slid on.

Once the sleeve is properly slid all the way down the post
with the space(s), it will be very difficult to pull the sleeve
off of the post due to the air being trapped therein, and the
inability 1o replace the air being trapped becnuse of the
spacers belween the inside wall of the sleeve and the outside
wall of the post. In the event thal the sleeve is still easily
removed from the post bearing the spacer(s), o greater
thickness of spucer material may be implied, as discussed
above.

FIG. 2 illustretes an allernative embodiment of the
invention, wherein the sleeve 204 itsell hus ope or more
bands with a slightly smaller inside diameter, thereby per-
forming the Function of the tape described with reference to
FIG. 1. It will be noled thai although sccording to the lupe
embodiment, at leasl Lhe upper end of the member being
covered must be supplied with Lbe spacer, whereas, if the
spacer is integral 1o the sleeve, at least a lower or open end
of the sleeve must include the necked-in band.

Preferably, however, as in the case of the tape described
with reference to FIG. 1, at least iwo necked-in bands 206
and 208 are used, one situated proximate to the closed end
of the sleeve, and once proximate to the open end. Each
necked-in band may zlso not extend entirely circumferen-
tially around the sleeve, but may include a gap, much like
the gap in the tape discussed with reference to FIG. 1. In
terms of manufacture, the necled-in portions of the sleeve
may be fabricated by applying a heated ring in a compres-
sive manner lo the outside circumference of the sleeve at
spuced-apart points sufficient to change the inside dinmeter.

1t should be noted that the embodiments; namely, the use
of tape and necked-in rings on the sleeve itself, are not
mutually exclusive, but may, in fact, be used in conjunction
with one another so long s the geometry permits. Also, in
the case of the tape embodiment, and the event that the
sleeve is at least partially translucent or traosparent, it is
preferable to use a lighl-colored tape or u lape which
malchers the color of the sleeve or post, as the case may be,
su that the band of spacer material is nol visibly apparent
once Lhe sleeve is [ully installed.

I claim:

1. A method of insulating @ slecve having, a closed end, an
open end and an inside diameler onto an elongated member
having 2 fiest end, a second end, and an outside diameter at
least slightly less than the inside dismeter of the sleeve, the
method comprising the steps of:

providing a band of spacer material circumferentially
around the member proximate to the first cod thereof;

w
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placing the open end of the sieeve over the first end of the

member and over Lhe spacer material;

urging the sleeve onto the member while, at the same

time, expeliing air trapped between the first end of the
member and Lhe closed end of the slecve past the spacer
material; and

continuing to urge Lhe sleeve onio the member until the

sleeve covers & desired portion of the member, the
lolerances between the sleeve, spacer material and
member being sufficiently tight that a substantial
vacuum is created sufficient to deler or prevent subse-
quent removal of the sleeve from the member.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the band of spacer
materiol does not extend entirely circumferentially around
the member but, rather, includes one or more gaps 1o
expedile the passage of air past the spacer as the sleeve is
installed.

3. The method of elaim 1, wherein the step of urging the
sleeve onto the member includes a step of applying a
iwisting mation while so urging.

4, The method of claim 1, further including the step of
applying a second circumferential band of spacer material
proximate 1o the second end of the member,

5. The method of claim 1, whereiz the ¢longaled member
is a rigid, vertical post.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the spacer material
comprises 4 piece of compressible adhesive lape.

7. The metbod of claim 1, wherein:

the sleeve is at least partially transparent; and

the color of the spacer material is chosen 5o as nol Lo be

visually apparent when the sleeve is installed.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the spacer comprises
1 piece of neoprene adhesive tape.

9. A method of insulating a sleeve having a closed end, an
open cnd and an inside diameter onto an elongaled member
having 4 first end, a second end, and an outside dinmeter at
least slightly less than the inside diameter of the sleeve, the
method comprising the steps of:

providing a spacer circumferentially around the sleeve,

wherein the spacer is provided by necking-in a circum-
ferentin] band of the sleeve, thereby crealing a ring
having a slightly smaller inside diameter;

placing the open end of the sleeve over the first end of the

member;

urging the sleeve onto the member while, at the same

time, expelling air trapped between the first end of the
member and the closed end of the sleeve past the
spacer, and

continuing to urge the sleeve onto the member until the

sleeve covers a desired portion of the member, lhe
iolernnces between the sleeve, spacer and member
being sulficiently tght thal a substential vacuum s
created sufficient ta deter or prevent subsequent
removal of the sleeve from the member.

10. The method of claim Y, [urther including the step of
applying a second spacer around Lhe sleeve.

11. The method of claim 9, wherein the clongated member
is a rigid, vertical post.
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