lof24

Case 1:08-cv-22178-MGC Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/04/2008 |Page tiyof &  D.C.

ELECTRONIC

AUGUST 1, 2008

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT SREYEN 8 LARIMORE
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA S.D. OF FLA.- MIAMI
(MIAMI DIVISION)
SPANISH LEATHER, LLC, §
§
Plaintiff, @8-22178-CIV-COOKE/BANDSTRA
V. § Civil Action No.
§
ASUS COMPUTER INTERNATIONAL, §
§ JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
Defendant. §

PLAINTIFE’S ORIGINAL COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff Spanish Leather, LLC (“Plaintiff” or “Spanish Leather”), by and through
its undersigned counsel, files this Original Complaint against Asus Computer
International (“Asus”) as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This is a patent infringement action to stop Asus’s infringement of
Plaintiff’s United States Patent No. 6,327,142 entitled “Portable Computing Device with
Leather Grain Top” (the ““142 patent”; a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 1),
United States Patent No. 6,775,130 entitled “Portable Computing Device with Leather
Grain” (the “‘130 patent”; a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 2), and United
States Design Patent No. 430,155 entitled “Portable Computing Device having a Leather
Grain Top” (the “‘155 patent”; a copy of which is attached hereto as Exhibit 3). The
‘142, ‘130, and ‘155 patents may be collectively referred to herein as the “patents-in-
suit.” Plaintiff is the legal owner of the patents-in-suit. Plaintiff seeks injunctive relief

and monetary damages.
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PARTIES

2. Plaintiff Spanish Leather, LLC is a limited liability company organized
and existing under the laws of the State of Florida. Spanish Leather maintains its
principal place of business at 7108 Fairway Drive, Suite 215, Palm Beach Gardens,
Florida 33418. Spanish Leather is the legal owner of the patents-in-suit, and possesses all
rights of recovery under the patents-in-suit, including the right to sue for infringement
and recover past damages.

3. Upon information and belief, Defendant Asus Computer International is a
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of California, with its
principal place of business located at 44370 Nobel Drive, Fremont, California 94538.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. This is an action for patent infringement under the Patent Laws of the

United States, 35 U.S.C. § 1 et seq., including 35 U.S.C. §§ 271, and 281-285.

5. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331
and 1338(a).
6. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Asus. Asus has conducted and

does conduct business within the State of Florida. Asus, directly and/or through
intermediaries (including subsidiaries, distributors, third party administrators, etc.), offers
for sale, sells, and advertises its products and services in the United States, the State of
Florida, and the Southern District of Florida.  Asus, directly and/or through
intermediaries, has committed the tort of patent infringement within the State of Florida,

and, more particularly, within the Southern District of Florida.
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7. Venue is proper in this judicial district under 28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b)-(c) and
1400(b).

BACKGROUND

8. On December 4, 2001, the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(“USPTO”) duly and legally issued United States Patent No. 6,327,142, entitled
“Portable Computing Device with Leather Grain Top.” Plaintiff holds all right, title, and
interest in and to the 142 patent.

9. On August 10, 2004, the USPTO duly and legally issued United States
Patent No. 6,775,130, entitled “Portable Computing Device with Leather Grain.”
Plaintiff holds all right, title, and interest in and to the ‘130 patent.

10. On August 29, 2000, the USPTO duly and legally issued United States
Design Patent No. 430,155, entitled “Portable Computing Device having a Leather Grain
Top.” Plaintiff holds all right, title, and interest in and to the ‘155 patent.

11. Upon information and belief, Asus makes, uses, licenses, sells, offers for
sale, or imports in the State of Florida, in this judicial district, and elsewhere in the
United States portable computing devices that infringe the patents-in-suit.

COUNT I: INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘142 PATENT

12.  Plamtiff realleges and reincorporates by reference herein the allegations
contained in Paragraphs 1 through 11.

13. Upon information and belief, Asus has been and now is directly
infringing, and indirectly infringing by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing

to the infringement of, the ‘142 patent in the State of Florida, in this judicial district, and
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elsewhere in the United States by, among other things, making, using, licensing, selling,
offering for sale, or importing notebook computing devices, all to the injury of Plaintiff.

14.  Plaintiff has been damaged by Asus’s infringement of the ‘142 patent in
an amount to be determined at trial, and has suffered and will continue to suffer
irreparable loss and injury unless Asus is permanently enjoined from infringing the 142
patent.

COUNT II: INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘130 PATENT

15.  Plaintiff realleges and reincorporates by reference herein the allegations
contained in Paragraphs 1 through 11.

16.  Upon information and belief, Asus has been and now is directly
infringing, and indirectly infringing by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing
to the infringement of, the ‘130 patent in the State of Florida, in this judicial district, and
elsewhere in the United States by, among other things, making, using, licensing, selling,
offering for sale, or importing notebook computing devices, all to the injury of Plaintiff.

17.  Plaintiff has been damaged by Asus’s infringement of the ‘130 patent in
an amount to be determined at trial, and has suffered and will continue to suffer
irreparable loss and injury unless Asus is permanently enjoined from infringing the <130
patent.

COUNT II: INFRINGEMENT OF THE ‘155 PATENT

18.  Plaintiff realleges and reincorporates by reference herein the allegations
contained in Paragraphs 1 through 11.
19.  Upon information and belief, Asus has been and now is directly

infringing, and indirectly infringing by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing
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to the infringement of, the ‘155 patent in the State of Florida, in this judicial district, and
elsewhere in the United States by, among other things, making, using, licensing, selling,
offering for sale, or importing notebook computing devices, all to the injury of Plaintiff.

20.  Plaintiff has been damaged by Asus’s infringement of the 155 patent in
an amount to be determined at trial, and has suffered and will continue to suffer
irreparable loss and injury unless Asus is permanently enjoined from infringing the 155
patent.

JURY DEMAND

21.  Plaintiff demands a trial by jury on all issues.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Spanish Leather, LLC prays for the following relief
against Defendants:

A. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Asus has infringed, directly
and indirectly by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing to the infringement of
the ‘142 patent;

B. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Asus has infringed, directly
and indirectly by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing to the infringement of
the ‘130 patent;

C. A judgment in favor of Plaintiff that Asus has infringed, directly
and indirectly by way of inducing infringement and/or contributing to the infringement of
the ‘155 patent;

D. A permanent injunction, enjoining Asus and its officers, directors,

agents, servants, employees, affiliates, divisions, branches, subsidiaries, and parents from
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infringing, inducing the infringement of, or contributing to the infringement of the

patents-in-suit;

E. A judgment and order requiring Asus to pay Plaintiff damages for

the infringement of the patents-in-suit, together with interest (both pre- and post-

judgment), costs and disbursements as fixed by this Court under 35 U.S.C. § 284; and

F. Such other and further relief in law or in equity to which Spanish

Leather, LLC may be justly entitled.

Dated: August 1., 2008

Respectfully submitted,

oo

Alex Alvarez

Miami Bar No. 946346

E-mail: alex@integrityforjustice.com
THE ALVAREZ LAW FIRM

355 Palermo Avenue

Coral Gables, FL 33134

Telephone: (305) 444-7675
Facsimile: (305) 444-0075

OF COUNSEL:

W. Lewis Garrison, Jr., Esq.
E-mail:
wlgarrison@hgdlawfirm.com
Timothy C. Davis, Esq.
E-mail: tim@hgdlawfirm.com
HENINGER GARRISON &
DAVIS, LLC

2224 1st Avenue North
Birmingham, Alabama 35203
Telephone: (205) 326-3336
Facsimile: (205) 326-3332

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF
SPANISH LEATHER, LLC



Case 1:08-cv-22178-MGC Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/04/2008 Page 7 of 24

et il

EXHIBIT 1

7of 24



8 of 24

Case 1:08-cv-22178-MGC Document 1 Entered on FLSD Docket 08/04/2008 Page 8 of 24

US006327142B1

US 6,327,142 B1
*Dec. 4, 2001

a2 United States Patent
Cronk

(10) Patent No.:
“5) Date of Patent:

(54

PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE WITH

5,841,630 * 11/1998 Seto et al. ......... 361/683

LEATHER GRAIN TOP 5,870,282  2/1999 Andre et al. .. 361/683
5,880,928 * 3/1999 Ma ... e 361/683
(76) Inventor: Peter J. Cronk, 919 McElwee Rd., z’ggg’ggg . 2;;333 $$ia 2386/1/1688:1;
Moorestown, NJ (US) 08057 6,101,086 * 82000 Kim et al. .... e 361/683
(*) Notice:  This patent issued on a continued pros- OTHER PUBLICATIONS
ecution application filed under 37 CFR
1.53(d), and is subject to the twenty year “Back To The Future At Apple”, Business Week, May 25,
patent term provisions of 35 U.S.C. 1998, 1 page.
154(a)(2). “Databus, Portable PC Outlook”, International Data Corp,
Mar. 9, 1998, 1 page.
Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this “Focus—Apple unveils consumer portable computer”,
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 Yahoo! Finance, Jul. 21, 1999, pp 1-2.
U.S.C. 154(b) by O days. “A Formula One race car . .. ”, Dec. 7, 1998, 1 page.
Wildstrom, Stephen, “More Punch in Apple Portables”,
(21) Appl. No.: 09/360,678 Technology & You, Business Week, Aug. 16, 1999, p. 12.
oo, Poletti, Therese, “Apple Computer Sues eMachines Over PC
(22) Filed:  Jul 26,1999 Design”, Yahoo! News, Aug. 20, 1999, ppl-2.
Related U.S. Application Data Spooner, John, “Big Blue unveiling colorful ThinkPad”,
Yahoo! News, Oct. 1, 1999, pp 1-2.
(63) Continuation-in-part of application No. 29/099,171, filed on . .
Jan. 14, 1999, which is a continuation-in-part of application cited by examiner
No. 29/066,939, filed on Feb. 19, 1997, now Pat. No. Des.
407,386. Primary Examiner—Leo P. Picard
Assistant Examiner—Hung Van Duong
(51) Int.C17 GO6F 1/16 > -
(52) US. Cl oo 361/683; 361/759; 38187, o, Arorney Agent, or Firm—Duane Morris & Heckscher
248/551
(58) Field of Search ..........coocooce.. 361/683, 724727,  (57) ABSTRACT
361/87, 88, 309, 740, 759; 248/551-553; . .
312/216, 218; 70/57-58, 85; 292/42, 148, Portable computing devices, such as notebook and palm top
151 computers are provided which include top and bottom
housing portions connected by a hinge in which a set of keys
(56) References Cited is disposed in the bottom portion and a display screen is
disposed in the upper portion. These devices further include
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS a leather grain layer disposed on an exterior facing side of
D. 114258  4/1939 Becker et al. . the top portion.
D. 321,866  11/1991 Newhouse .........coovvirnicnnns D14/106
D. 343,167  1/1994 Mizusugi et al. .......oeeeo.. D14/106 20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1

PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE WITH
LEATHER GRAIN TOP

RELATED APPLICATION DATA

This application is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Design
patent application Ser. No. 29/099,171, filed on Jan. 14,
1999, which in turn, is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Design
patent application Ser. No. 29/066,939, filed on Feb. 19,
1997, now U.S. Design Pat. No. D407,386, issued on Mar.
30, 1999, which applications and patent are hereby incor-
porated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Portable personal computer shipments were expected to
rise to about 18 million units in 1998. Recent market
research has indicated that as the price of portable comput-
ing falls, and more and more competitors provide like
features, it is getting harder and harder for manufacturers to
differentiate their products in the marketplace. Most portable
computing devices use a beige or charcoal colored housings.
Such colors provide little or no market distinction, which has
forced manufacturers to look to translucent bright colors,
such as Apple Computer, Inc.’s iMac™ and iBook™, or
metallic finishes, such as Packard Bell’s Z1™. Such com-
puters have been well received, but they are not very
appropriate for business use.

Accordingly, there is a need for a portable computing
device having an attractive or unique appearance for distin-
guishing itself in the marketplace, and providing the look
and feel of leather.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Portable computing devices are provided by this invention
which include a housing having top and bottom portions
connected by a hinge. The top and bottom housing portions
include an inwardly facing surface, an outwardly facing
surface and a peripheral edge. A set of keys are disposed on
an inwardly facing surface of the bottom portion of the
housing, and a display screen is disposed on an inwardly
facing surface of the top portion of the housing. The portable
computing devices, include the improvement of a leather
grain layer disposed on an exterior facing surface of at least
the top portion of the housing.

The use of synthetic or natural leather on portable com-
puting devices adds a luxurious and expensive looking
aesthetic appearance to such devices. The leather grain layer
can be disposed on a major portion of the outwardly facing
surface of the top portion to provide an eye catching, upscale
appearance that is perfect for the business environment. The
high friction surface and texture of the leather is also easier
for fingers to grip and hold.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate preferred embodi-
ments of the invention as well as other information pertinent
to the disclosure, in which:

FIG. 1: is a front perspective view of a portable notebook
computing device having a leather grain layer;

FIG. 2: is the portable notebook computing device of FIG.
1 in an open condition;

FIG. 3: is a hand-held portable computing device also
having a leather grain top layer; and

FIG. 4: is the hand-held computing device of FIG. 3 in an
open condition.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

With respect to the drawings, and in particular, to the
notebook computer 100 shown FIGS. 1 and 2, a description
of one preferred embodiment of this invention follows. The
notebook computer 100 is of a typical design, including a
housing having a top portion 17 and a bottom portion 19
connected by hinge 20. Hinge 20 has at least one hinge
element, but is illustrated in FIG. 1 as having two of such
elements. The top and bottom portions, also called shells
because of the shallow cavities they contain, have inwardly
facing surfaces and outwardly facing surfaces, and a periph-
eral edge. Asct of keys 18 is disposed on the inwardly facing
surface of the bottom housing portion 19 and a display
screen 16 is disposed on an inwardly facing surface of the
top housing portion 17. In an important aspect of this
invention, a leather grain layer 10 is disposed on the exterior
facing surface of the top portion of the housing 17. In the
embodiment shown in FIG. 1, a pair of lateral edges 12 and
14 are provided which can be non-ornamental or smooth in
appearance. This is optional, since the top can contain a
partial or a full leather grain, and the shell can be provided
in a variety of shapes and sizes, with curved or square edges
and/or comers.

It will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that
the leather grain layer 10 of this invention can be a natural
leather or a synthetic leather material, such as embossed
vinyl. The leather grain ideally exhibits a random grain
pattern such as that exhibited by natural leather. It is
envisioned that one of ordinary skill in the art will be able
to use leather and leather-like materials of known sources,
with the ability to bind these materials to the upper housing
portion 117 in a conventional manner, such as by adhesive,
heat sealing or ultrasonic welding, for example.

The portable computing device of this invention may be
embodied by a hand-held or “palmtop” computing device
200 as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. Such devices are known to
have a great deal of computing power, but generally have a
smaller keyboard 118 and display screen 116 located in the
lower housing portion 119 and upper housing portion 117,
respectively. Hand-held devices also may include, for
example, a series of apertures 122 in the housing for a
speaker or microphone, for example.

As with the previous notebook embodiment 100, the
hand-held computing device 200 can include a pair of
optional smooth lateral edges 112 and 114. Such lateral
edges can be helpful in protecting the edge of the leather
grain layer from being damaged or delaminated due to heavy
use or contact with hard surfaces.

From the foregoing, it can be realized that this invention
provides portable computing devices having a leather grain
top for providing a distinctive appearance, better tactile feel
and gripping capability, a more luxurious feel and better
marketing distinction. Although various embodiments have
been illustrated, this was for the purpose of describing, but
not limiting the invention. Various modifications which will
become apparent to one skilled in the art, are within the
scope of this invention described in the attached claims.

What is claimed:

1. A portable computing device comprising:

a housing having top and bottom portions connected by a
hinge, said top and bottom housing portions having an
inwardly facing surface, an outwardly facing surface
and a peripheral edge said outwardly facing surface
having a central planar surface bordered by a pair of
raised lateral side edges said outwardly facing surface
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having a central planer surface bordered by a pair of
raised lateral side edges;

a set of keys disposed on an inwardly facing surface of
said bottom portion;

adisplay screen disposed on an inwardly facing surface of
said top portion; and

a leather grain layer disposed between said pair of raised
lateral side edges on said central planer surface.

2. The portable computing device of claim 1, wherein said
leather grain layer is disposed on a major portion of said
outwardly facing surface of said top portion of said housing.

3. The portable computing device of claim 1, wherein said
leather grain layer comprises a random grain pattern.

4. The portable computing device of claim 1, wherein said
outwardly facing surface of said top portion of said housing
comprises at least one of said pair of lateral side edges has
a surface area less than the surface area of said leather grain
layer.

5. The portable computing device of claim 1, wherein said
leather grain layer is located at least on a substantial portion
of said outwardly facing surface of said top portion of said
housing.

6. The portable computing device of claim 1, wherein said
leather grain layer comprises natural or synthetic leather.

7. The portable computing device of claim 4, wherein said
at least one of said pair of lateral side edges is smoother in
texture than said leather grain layers.

8. A portable computing device comprising:

a housing having top and bottom shell portions hingedly
connected along a rear edge of said shell portions, each
of said shell portions having an outwardly facing
surface and an inwardly facing surface, said inwardly
facing surfaces facing one another when said top and
bottom shell portions are swivelled along said hinge
into a closed position, said top shell portion having
disposed thereon a pair of raised side edge portions;

a set of keys located on said inwardly facing surface of
said bottom shell portion;

a display screen located on said inwardly facing surface of
said top shell portion; and

a Jeather grain layer disposed between said pair of raised
side edge portions on an outwardly facing surface of
said top shell portion.

9. The portable computing device of claim 8 wherein said

leather grain layer comprises natural leather.

10. The portable computing device of claim 8 wherein
said side edge portions do not exhibit a leather grain.

11. A portable computing device comprising:

a housing having top and bottom shell portions hingedly

connected proximate to a rear edge region of said shell
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portions, each of said shell portions having an out-
wardly facing surface and an inwardly facing surface,
said inwardly facing surfaces facing one another when
the top and bottom shell portions are swiveled along
said hinge into a closed position;

a set of keys located on an inwardly facing surface of said
bottom shell portion;

a display screen located on an inwardly facing surface of
said top shell portion; and

a leather grain layer disposed on an outwardly facing
surface of said top shell portion; said top shell portion
comprising a pair of raised lateral side edge portions
bordering said leather grain layer on opposing sides of
said top shell portion, said raised lateral side edge
portions configured to help in protecting an edge of the
leather grain layer from being damaged or delaminated
due to heavy use or contact with hard surfaces.

12. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said leather grain layer is disposed directly onto said out-
wardly facing surface of said top shell portion, without any
intermediate structural layers.

13. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said portable computing device comprises a hand-held or
palmtop computing device.

14. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said raised lateral side edge portions comprise a smooth
surface.

15. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said raised lateral side edge portions comprise a top surface
which is at least substantially coplanar with said leather
grain layer and a side surface which is coextensive with the
lateral sides of said outwardly facing surface of said top shell
portion.

16. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said leather grain layer comprises natural or synthetic
leather.

17. The portable computing device of claim 11 wherein
said leather grain layer provides a better tactile feel for
greater gripping capability.

18. The portable computing device of claim 12 wherein
said leather grain layer is applicd to said outwardly facing
surface of said top shell portion by adhesive, heat sealing or
ultrasonic welding.

19. The portable computing device of claim 13 wherein
said hand-held or palmtop computing device comprises a
speaker or microphone.

20. The portable computing device of claim 13 wherein
said top shell portion comprises a curved edge or corner.
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*
az United States Patent (0) Patent No.:  US 6,775,130 B2
Cronk 45) Date of Patent: Aug. 10, 2004
(54) PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE WITH 5,880,928 A 3/1999 Ma .cocoovcrmerieerenrireens 361/683
LEATHER GRAIN 5,949,565 A 9/1999 Ishida ... 359/154
6,082,683 A 7/2000 Yates ..... 248/118.1
(76) Inventor: Peter J. Cronk, 919 McElwee Rd., 2,18;,22 : ggg% §m etd alj - 38},;223
,109; * oward, Jr.
Moorestown, NJ (US) 08057 6,327,142 Bl * 12/2001 Cronk ... ... 361/683
(*) Notice:  Subject to any disclaimer, the term of this g’gé’ggg gf : ;gggg g:t::]: etal ggi;gg
patent is extended or adjusted under 35 T T
U.S.C. 154(b) by 0 days. FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS
IP 06274456 A 9/1993
(21) Appl. No.: 10/413,097 P 10234448 A 9/1998
(22) Filed:  Apr. 14, 2003 OTHER PUBLICATIONS
(65) Prior Publication Data “Back To The Future At Apple”. Business Week. May 25,
US 2003/0206396 Al Nov. 6, 2003 1998, 1 page. ,
“Databus, Portable PC QOutlook”, International Data Corp.
Related U.S. Application Data Mar. 9, 1998,1 page.

“Focus—Apple unveils consumer portable computer”,
(63) Continuation of application No. 10/002,559, filed on Nov. 1,  Yahoo! Finance. Jul. 21, 1999, pp 1-2.

2001, now abandoned, which is a continuation of application “A Formula One race car . . .”, Dec. 7, 1998, 1 page.
No. 09/360,678, filed on Jul. 26, 1999, now Pat. No. Wildstrom. Stephen. “More Punch in Apple Portables”.
6,327,142, which is a continuation-in-part of application No. Technol & You. Busi Week. Aug. 16. 1999. p.12
20/099,171, filed on Jan. 14, 1999, now Pat. No. Des. ecnnology ou. Business Week. Aug. 10, 1995, p.lz.
430,155, which is a continuation-in-part of application No. Poletti. Therese. “Apple Computer Sues eMachines Over PC
29/066,939, filed on Feb. 19, 1997, now Pat. No. Des. Design”, Yahoo! News. Aug. 20, 1999. pp1-2.

407,386. Spooner. John. “Big Blue unveiling colorful Thinkpad”,
(51) It CL7 oot GO6F 1/16  Yahoo! News. Oct. 1, 1999. pp 1-2.
(52) US.ClL .o 361/683; 361/759; 381/87; — .
248/551 cited by examiner
(58) Field of Search ........................ 361/683, 724-727,  Primary Examiner—Hung Van Duong
361/87-88, 309, 740, 759; 248/551-553; (74) Anorney, Agent, or Firm—Duane Morris LLP
312/216, 218

/ G7 ABSTRACT

(56) References Cited

Portable computing devices, such as notebook and palm top
U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS computers are provided which include top and bottom
housing portions connected by a hinge. These devices fur-
ther include a leather grain layer adhered, heat sealed or
ultrasonically welded to the housing.

D114,258 S 4/1939 Becker et al.

D321,866 S 11/1991 Newhouse ................. D14/106
D343,167 S 1/1994 Mizusugi et al. ..... D14/106
5,841,630 A 11/1998 Seto et al. ...... .. 361/683
5,870,282 A 2/1999 Andre et al. .....ccoeereene 361/683 4 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE WITH
LEATHER GRAIN

RELATED APPLICATION DATA

This application is a continuation of U.S. patent applica-
tion Ser. No. 10/002,559, filed Nov. 1, 2001, now abandoned
which is a continuation of U.S. patent application Ser. No.
09/360,678, filed Jul. 26, 1999, now U.S. Pat. No 6,327,142,
which is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Design patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 29/099,171, filed on Jan. 14, 1999, now U.S.
Pat. No. D430,155, which in turn, is a continuation-in-part
of U.S. Design patent application Ser. No. 29/066,939, filed
on Feb. 19, 1997, now U.S. Design Pat. No. D407,386,
issued on Mar. 30, 1999, which applications and patent are
hereby incorporated by reference in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Portable personal computer shipments were expected to
rise to about 18 million units in 1998. Recent market
rescarch has indicated that as the price of portable comput-
ing falls, and more and more competitors provide like
features, it is getting harder and harder for manufacturers to
differentiate their products in the marketplace. Most portable
computing devices use a beige or charcoal colored housings.
Such colors provide little or no market distinction, which has
forced manufacturers to look to translucent bright colors,
such as Apple Computer, Inc.’s iMac™ and iBook™, or
metallic finishes, such as Packard Bell’s Z1™. Such com-
puters have been well received, but they are not very
appropriate for business use.

Accordingly, there is a need for a portable computing
device having an attractive or unique appearance for distin-
guishing itself in the marketplace, and providing the look
and feel of leather.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Portable computing devices are provided by this invention
which include a housing having top and bottom portions
connected by a hinge. The top and bottom housing portions
include an inwardly facing surface, an outwardly facing
surface and a peripheral edge. A set of keys are disposed on
an inwardly facing surface of the bottom portion of the
housing, and a display screen is disposed on an inwardly
facing surface of the top portion of the housing. The portable
computing devices, include the improvement of a leather
grain layer adhered, heat sealed or ultrasonically welded to
a shell portion of the housing.

The use of synthetic or natural Ieather on portable com-
puting devices adds a luxurious and expensive looking
aesthetic appearance to such devices. The leather grain layer
can be disposed on a major portion of the outwardly facing
surface of the top portion to provide an eye catching, upscale
appearance that is perfect for the business environment. The
high friction surface and texture of the leather is also easier
for fingers to grip and hold.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate preferred embodi-
ments of the invention as well as other information pertinent
to the disclosure, in which:
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FIG. 1: is a front perspective view of a portable notebook
computing device having a leather grain layer;

FIG. 2: is the portable notebook computing device of FIG.
1 in an open condition;

FIG. 3: is a hand-held portable computing device also
having a leather grain top layer; and

FIG. 4: is the hand-held computing device of FIG. 3 in an
open condition.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

With respect to the drawings, and in particular, to the
notebook computer 100 shown FIGS. 1 and 2, a description
of one preferred embodiment of this invention follows. The
notebook computer 100 is of a typical design, including a
housing having a top portion 17 and a bottom portion 19
connected by hinge 20. Hinge 20 has at least one hinge
element, but is illustrated in FIG. 1 as having two of such
elements. The top and bottom portions, also called shells
because of the shallow cavities they contain, have inwardly
facing surfaces and outwardly facing surfaces, and a periph-
eral edge. A set of keys 18 is disposed on the inwardly facing
surface of the bottom housing portion 19 and a display
screen 16 is disposed on an inwardly facing surface of the
top housing portion 17. In one embodiment of this invention,
a leather grain layer 10 is disposed on the exterior facing
surface of the top portion of the housing 17. In the embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1, a pair of lateral edges 12 and 14 are
provided which can be non-ormamental or smooth in appear-
ance. This is optional, since the top can contain a partial or
a full leather grain, and the shell can be provided in a variety
of shapes and sizes, with curved or square edges and/or
corners.

It will be apparent to one of ordinary skill in the art that
the leather grain layer 10 of this invention can be a natural
leather or a synthetic leather material, such as embossed
vinyl. The leather grain ideally exhibits a random grain
pattern such as that exhibited by natural leather. It is
envisioned that one of ordinary skill in the art will be able
to use leather and leather-like materials of known sources,
with the ability to bind these materials to the upper bousing
portion 117 in a conventional manner, such as by adhesive,
heat sealing or ultrasonic welding, for example.

The portable computing device of this invention may be
embodied by a hand-held or “palmtop” computing device
200 as shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. Such devices are known to
have a great deal of computing power, but generally have a
smaller keyboard 118 and display screen 116 located in the
lower housing portion 119 and upper housing portion 117,
respectively. Hand-held devices also may include, for
example, a series of apertures 122 in the housing for a
speaker or microphone, for example.

As with the previous noteboock embodiment 100, the
hand-held computing device 200 can include a pair of
optional smooth lateral edges 112 and 114. Such lateral
edges can be helpful in protecting the edge of the leather
grain layer from being damaged or delaminated due to heavy
use or contact with hard surfaces.

From the foregoing, it can be realized that this invention
provides portable computing devices having 2 leather grain
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for providing a distinctive appearance, better tactile feel and bottom shell portions are swiveled along said hinge into
gripping capability, a more luxurious feel and better mar- a closed position, said top shell portion, said bottom
keting distinction. Although various embodiments have been shell portion, or both, having disposed thereon a leather
illustrated, this was for the purpose of describing, but not grain layer which is bonded thereto by adhesive, heat
limiting the invention. Various modifications which will 5 scaling or ultrasonic welding.
become apparent to one skilled in the art, are within the 2. The portable computing device of claim 1 wherein said
scope of this invention described in the attached claims. leather grain layer comprises natural leather or synthetic

What is claimed: leather material bonded directly to said top shell portion.

1. A portable computing device of the type having a key ;, 3. The portable computing device of claim 1 wherein said
board and a display screen, comprising: leather grain layer is disposed on an outwardly facing

a housing having top and bottom shell portions hingedly ~ Surface of one of said shell portions.

connected along a rear edge of said shell portions, each 4. The portable computing device of claim 1 wherein said

of said shell portions having an outwardly facing  device is a notebook or palmtop computer.
surface and an inwardly facing surface, said inwardly 15
facing surfaces facing one another when said top and ¥ ok ok ok

18 of 24
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(11] Patent Number: Des. 430,155
Cronk [45] Date of Patent: sz Aug. 29, 2000
[54] PORTABLE COMPUTING DEVICE HAVING D. 407,386  3/1999 Cronk ....cerereeeesevverneneeneareasens D14/327
A LEATHER GRAIN TOP Primary Examiner—Freda Nunn
[76] Inventor: Peter J. Cronk, 919 McElwee Rd., Attorney, Agent, or Firm—Duane Morris & Heckscher, 1P
Moorestown, N.J. 08057 [57] CLAIM
(**] Term: 14 Years The ornamental design for a portable computing device
having a leather grain top, as shown and described.
21] Appl. No.: 29/099,171
[21] Appl. No.: 29/095, DESCRIPTION
[22] Filed: Jan. 14, 1999 . . . . .
FIG. 1 is a top front and right side perspective view of a
Related U.S. Application Data portable comguli'ng del;/ice }:-f'Villlg adle;ther graindtgp, ls(ho.\:]v-
ing my new design, the undisclosed bottom and back side
[63] Continuation-in-part of application No. 29/066,939, Feb. 19, views are not being claimed as part of the design, the left
1997, Pat. No. Des. 407,386. side, being a mirror image of the right side, is also not
shown;
[gg {J‘(;Céln cl. Dlélt;;gg FIG. 2 is a second embodiment of a portable computing
[58 F'. l.d t.’S h device having a leather grain top, showing my new design,
[ ] 1ela o €arc .................. D14/318—328, the undisclosed bottom and back side views are not being
D14/3%5’ D18&/7; ?’45/104’ 156’_ 168, 169, claimed as part of the design, the left side, being a mirror
173; 364/708.1; D5/20, 28, 58, 61, 6929’ image of the right side, is also not shown; and,
FIG. 3 is a third embodiment of a portable computing device
(56] References Cited having a leather grain top, showing my new design, the

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS

D. 114,258 4/1939 Becker et al. .

D. 321,866
D. 343,167

11/1991 Newhouse .
1/1994 Mizusugi et al. .

undisclosed bottom and back side views are not being
claimed as part of the design, the left side, being a mirror
image of the right side, is also not shown.

1 Claim, 3 Drawing Sheets
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