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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT MICHAEL W
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS  GLaRK, U.§, Bﬂ?&ﬂmw
EASTERN DIVISION
AXIS INTERNATIONAL :
MARKETING LTD., INC 06CV3T42
- JUDGE ZAGEL
Plaintiff, . MAGISTRATE JUDGE MASON
) JURY TRIAL DEMANDED
LIPPER INTERNATIONAL, INC., )
)
Defendant. )
)
COMPLAINT

Plaintiff, Axis International Marketing, I.td. (hercinafter "Plaintiff™), for its
Complaint against Defendant, Lipper International, Inc., (hereinafter "Defendant”)

alleges and slales as follows:

PARTIES, JURISDICTION AND VENUE

1. Plaintiff is an Illinois corporation, with its principal place of busincss in
Des Plaines, Illinois. Plaintiff is in the busincss of manufacluring and selling, among
other things, expandable drawer organizer products to retailers throughout the United
Statcs.

2. Upon information and belief, Defendant is a New York corporation, with
its principal place of business in the Statc of New York. Defendant, among other things,
is in the business of sclling expandable drawer organizer products to retainers in the

United States. Plaintif’and Defendant arc competitors in the sume marketplace.
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3. This is a complaint for patent infringement pursuant to 33 U.5.C. §271 et
seqg. This court has subject matter jurisdiction over PlaintifT's claims pursuant to 28

U.S.C. §1331 and 1338,

4. Defendant is doing business within this judicial district, subjecting it to
jurisdiction within the judicial district and making venue proper in the district pursuant to

28 U.S.C. §§ 1391 and 1400

PLAINTIFE'S PATENT

A. On Junc 27, 2006, Umted States Patent No. US 7,066,563 B2 (the
“Patent") was duly and legally issued and assigned to Plaintiff. The Patent covers a
product line of expandable drawcer organizers manufactured and sold by Plaintiff. (A true
and correct copy of the Patent 1s attached hereto as Lixhibit A.)

6. The Patent was originally filed on August 16, 2003 and a provisional
patent was issued on February 10, 2003, Subsequently, on August 12, 2004, the United
States Patent and I'rademark Office issued pre-grant publication of the Patent (No. US

2004/0155564 Al).

7. Defendant had actual knowledge of Plaintiff's patent application, the
issuance of the provisional patent and the pre-grant publication based on letiers sent lo it
from Plainti{”s counsel in or about February 2005 and a sccond letter sent on March 20,
2006. (A true and correct copy of the March 20, 2006 letter is attached hereto as Exhibit

B.)

8. Under 35 U.S.C. §5282, the Patent is presumed to be valid.
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DEFENDANT'S INFRINGEMENT

9. Defendant is infringing, inducing others to infringe, and/or contributorily
infringing the Patent by making, using, selling, importing or offering for sale devices
embodying one or more claims of Patent, and will continue to do so unless enjoined by
this Court.

THE HARM TO PLAINTIFF

10.  Defendant, by its infringing conduci, its induccment of infringemcent by
others, and/or contributory infringement caused Plaintiff irreparable harm in an amount
not yet determined and for which there is no adequate remedy at law.

1.  Plaintiff has sullered damagpe as a result ol Defendant’s infringement to

date.
12.  This is an exceptional casc as that term is defined in 35 U.S.C. §285.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays that this Court:

A Preliminarily and permanently enjoin, consistent with 35 U.8.C. §283,
Defendant and its officers, agents, servants, employees and attorneys, and those m active
concett or participation with them, from making, using, selling, importing and/or offering
for sale, devices that infringe the Patent.

B. Defendant to {ile with this Court, and serve on Plaintift's counsel, within
thirty (30) days of scrvice of the injunction under Prayer A above, a report in writing
under oath setting forth in detail the manner and form in which Defendant has complied
with the injunction.

C. Render judgment of infringement of the Patent for Plaintiff against

Defendant.
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D. Issue an order directing Defendant and its officers, agents, scrvants,
employees and attorneys, and thosc in active concert or pariicipation with them who
receive actual notice of the Order, to destroy all drawings, molds, machines, tooling or
other equipment used in the manufacture of items infringing the Patent.

E. Order all infringing articles be surrendered to PlaintifT.

F. Order an accounting and award Plaintiff monetary damages adequate 1o
compensate Plaintiff for past in(ringement consistent with 35 U.S.C. §284, logether with
costs and prejudgment interest.

G. Award Plaintiff ils reasonable attorncys' fees pursuant to 35 U.8.C. §285.

H. Grant and award any and all further relief found just and equitable under
these circumstanccs.

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED UNDER F.R.C.P. RULE 38

Plaintiff demands a trial by jury of all 1ssues triable of right by jury.
Respectfully submitied,

AXIS INTERNATIONAL MARKETING
LTD., INC,

Ll

Bhc of its Kttornc:SJs

Trent P. Cornell Danicl P. Albers

Whitney B. Mayster Grant H. Peters

STAIIL COWEN CROWLEY LI.C BARNES & THORNBURG LLP

55 West Monroe Street, Suite 1200 One North Wacker Drive, Suite 4400
Chicago, Illinois 60603 Chicago, Ihinois 60606

(312) 641-0060 (312) 357-1313

(312) 641-6959 (facsimile) (312) 759-5646 (facsimile)



Case: 1:06-cv-03742 Document #: 1 Filed: 07/11/06 Page 5 of 28 PagelD #:5

EXHIBIT A
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United States Patent

(12) am Patent No.: US 7,066,563 B2
Berger i45) Date of Patent: Jun. 27, 2006
(54) EXPANDARLF DRAWER ORGANLZEWR 3244288 A ¢ 41966 Schreter ..o 211074
JA01020 A % WIDTO0 George . v 2117184
(75)  Ipventor:  Andrew L. Kerger, Lyes Maines, IL 3 H66,788 At VIERTY Bmit ..o 2207486
(1783 4036369 A 1977 Eisenbery
4 889,253 A % 121989 Schmulian <t al. .00, 220/551
. . " 4900406 A+ WLW00 Wu 220/8
(73)  Assignou: g:lb;ﬁ::;:ﬂlt;_"a?g;“ﬂ“"*““ﬂv I.td., AYRZRST A ¢ 11991 Sher .. 2o 03
! - 5016772 A % 51991 WILK o, 22074
q L A 3 14 . “ E
{*) Notice:  Suhject wany diselaimer, the term of this ;:?:;:;gg 2 ¥ f;};;é iﬁ;;:l "l lllllll ;‘gﬁi;;;:
patent is extended or udjusted uimder 35 ATRA25 A Y 4199 Rosenberg of ). FTERr R
L8, 154(b) by 220 days. 5803276 A % 971998 Vogler weovevievosieinnn 211184
6,274,407 Bl ®2000  Tiemann
(21)  Appl. No.: 10/641,482 6,341,704 BL* 172002 Michel, Jr. ..o 21171811
6,457,594 BI 10/2002 Ticmann
(22)  Filad: Auy. 16, 2003 6,685,037 BLY 272004 Zadak ... Lo 2117184
G,6%1 884 Bl * 22004 Dwyer ... .. 220/4.00
(65) Prior Publication Data 2004/0004420 AL* 12004 Pinsetal ... 3123483
20040245254 Al* 122004 Rosenberp et al. ... 2204507
LIS 2004/0155564 Al Aug. 12, 2004
* cited by examiner
Eelated U5, Application Duta Primary Exsminer. Janet M, Wilkens
{6y Pravisional application Mo, 60/446,196, filed on Feb, (74) Aetarney, Agent, or Firm—Hames & Thornburg [LP
10, Z003,
{57) ABRSTIRACY
(517 Imt. Cl,
Ad7R 884 (2006.01) Fmbodiments of an expandable drawer organizer for segre-
(32} US Cl o 3123483, 312/205  pating articles within a dwer are disclosed, Boch embodi-
(58) Tleld of Classification Scarch ... 312/344.3, ment utilizes at least one tray maintained in slidable agree-
312205, 201, 301, 220/544 534 529 551, ment wilh another a tray, providing for the cxpandable
220/8, 485, 486, 491, 492 deawer orgamizer (0 be varied to approximate the dimen-
See application file for complele search history. sional constraints of the subject deawer, Each embodiment
[urther employs a locking mechanism for securing the
(56) Refervnees Cited associated teays in a user dictated predetermined position.
U.5. PATENT DOCUMENTS Additional embodin:llgnts utiliging various arrangements of
un expundable partition that may be amrenged in unigue
Q5R.E57 A ™ F/1910 Dennis vosieceeceeeieene. 22078 configuralions within the varicus tmys is also disclosed.
1148681 A = 271933 Cameron .. 10451 Beveral embodiments having retainers for further limiting
gi(‘)}j@ i v 'fmg;g 2:':]‘;::;' Zﬁ?’;f the movement of the expandable drawer ompanizer within the
2880904 A * 61989 Tauluged I0eise)  rawer are also presented.
JN02.840 A % 10/1961 Katzin ... reweees J12729%
3145850 A *  BL1904 Clilorowski .....c...o 2LU/133.5 15 Claims, 7 Dreawing Sheets
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EXPANDABLE DRAWER ORGANIZER

CLAIM [FOR PRIORITY OF INVENTION

‘This application claims the benefll of U5, Provisianal
Application No, 60/446,106, Expuxlable Duwwer Organizer,
filed 10 Fub. 2003 prescnily co-pending in accordance with
35 USC § 119 (&)

BACKGROUNT OF THE INVENTION

1, Fiekd of the Invention

The present invenlion specifically relates to an expand-
able drawer orpanizer for acconmumodaling drewers of var-
ous sizes and a method for the ompamzation of various
urlivles within a drawer,

2. Description of the Related At

The efficient crpanization of various arlicles within a
drawer, whether they are tonls, cutlery, hardware, toiletries
ur other sundry ilems, has long presented a problem for the
uzors of such items. One such attempt to address the problem
hus been by the use of boxer positinoned within the drawer,
However, an inherent shortcoming of this apprmoach is the
need o arrange individual boxes into 2 specilic arungement
tailored exclusively to the drawer or other Like drawers
having the same dimensional configuration. Another draw-
back is that the boxes may nul electively wilize the drawor
arca, resulling in an undenitilization of the drawer stomge
capacity, dus to the 1]l fit of the boxeg, The use of boxes also
raises & durability concern for the user, especinlly when
heuvy, bulky or shamp items are concerned which, reguire
that the wser frequently replace, repair or discard the dame-
aged hoxes. Yet, anofher issue that this spprosch fuils o
uddress is thal of portability; as the boxes are limited to the
present confipuration within drawers having similur dimun-
sional constraints thereby creating fiuther issues of underli-
lization bused on the drawer arca and individual box dimen-
siops, Even il this parlicular limitation cap be overcome, the
user is subsequently presented with lhe ime consuming and
burdensome task of dizassembly and reassembly of the
configuration within the new loeation. It would he advan-
lageous 10 have an organizer that overcomes the issues
presented by this approach.

Anather approach is the use of sepamtors, which spun
either the width, or length of 5 drawer, which may be of
either non-adjustable permsnemt-type, adjustable perma-
nenl-type or lICMPorEry consiruction, These each suffer the
inherent difficulty of being specific to the drawer where they
are emplayed and typically lack inlerchangeabitity among
drawers having different dimensiotul configurutions, this
puint is most pronounced with the permanently attixed and
adjustable  permanent-type  sepamlors.  Ofien,  these
approaches require that the drmwer be cusiomized toy sccom-
module he separalors snd prevent the movement ar collapse
of the separator when the druwer is opened or closod,
capecially when containing heavy articles, ie. tools, hand-
wire, dishes, ote, This solution in the vase of adjustuble
permancnt-lype and temporary separators, like the use of the
hoxes betore, require the wser to carefully configure the
arrangement of the separators to form spuges thut e spe-
¢ific to the article(s) in gquestion, in order {o assuee optimmm
utilization of the deawer area. In the case of the non-
udjustzble poomanent-type separators, the user must given
vureful consideralion to the matcrials to be organized in the
drawer, as future modificalions imposes the rieed to ramanu-
facture the drawer to accommodate the new amangement.
Both non-adjustable and adjustable permanent-type sepurn-
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lors force the user e incur the incroased cost of ¢ustom
drawers and related components necessury (o [ncilitale the
use there separators, 10 attempts to address the issue of cust
goneerns nativis W the non-adjusiable and adjustable perma-
NOLE-TY[e SepAralDLs; teMpOrary separators have been intmo-
duced which, are constructed of less durable materinls thal
often lack the structunl inwegrity required o retain heavy
articles without the sepacator sustaining darnage. The user of
such temporary separators g often faced with the repeated
replacement of the separator over the lifelime of the drawer,
Lastly, the vse of buth permunent-type und lemporury scpa-
rators present an impediment to ¢leaning the drawer base, ns
the individual articles must be removed 1o atlow for cleaning
the interior dewer surfices. A device for ofpanization of
articles within a drawer that addresses the failings of this
approach wonld be most desiruble.

In #n cndeavor (o sunnount fhe inadeguacies posed by the
previous atlempls te compartmentalize diewers by use of
either boxes or separators, the wse of expandiny truys s
ypificd by U5, Fat, Mo, 5738425, Adjustable Drawer
Orpanizer, has been developed, Although, this deviee
appears to remedy the aforementioned list of deficiencies
presented by its precursors, there are a number of distinet
new limitations that sre imposed upon the vser. The first
being, thal the configuration ol these trays is fxed and
infloxible, as the tray compartments cannat be reaceangad to
suil an individoa] user preference, Lhis iesue is further
compounded when the expandable orpanizer is expanded, in
ruch an ingtapee the user is presented with one tray section
comprisiuy, permanently affixed sepamtors, which establish
tigid constraints reparding the compartmentalization of the
soction, and at least one opan tray section wholly devoid of
any purtition for oplimiving the arrungement of aricles in
the section, This peoblem requires that boxes must he
empluoyed in concert with the expandable organizer to
achieve un seoeplable means of segregaling articles within
the open section(s) of the orpanizer Altemptls o ulilize
separatore in the open section(s) of the organizer fait to
generale configurations other than elongated companments,
which may vary from parrow to broad in width, Further
ellorts to customize the compartments vequire the user to
tashion componerits specific to the compartment width and
secura these o the tray section ar separator, The resulting
armangement 18 a regressian to the pormancnt-type separasor
approach that 1s specific for the drawer 1 question. Another
gignificant issve reparding the deawer organizer is retaining
thes pusition of the organiver within a drawer, given o drawer
of length greater than the organizer and articles of nolable
mass. The typical approach has been w0 aflix feet constructed
of non-slip material to the bottom of the orgasizer, and to
tely upon gravity snd fHotivn o secure the posilion of the
organizer within the drawer, However, when the orpanizer
contains articles of notable mass and the drawer is apened
with sufficienl force, sv as lo imparl momentum o ils
contents, the orpanizer may be slammed to the rear of the
drawer and the contents may be disrupted. A device for
wrganization of arjcles within g drawer that could climinate
these concetns would be of great advanlsge lo a user.

Tt would he mast desirahle 1o a user to have an orpanizer,
which overcomes the colleetive disadvantages posed by
each of ihe above approaches in the storape of articles in a
drawer.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention, an expandable dmwer organizer
relates (o an apparalus for scgregating articles within draw-
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ers, having differing  dimensional parameters. Various
aspects of the invention are aovel, non-ahvious, and provide
various advantages, While the uctual natre of the present
invention covered herein can only he dotermined with
referenee (o the claims appended hereto, verlain features,
which wre characterdstic of the embodiments disclosed
horein, are described briefly us follows.

A first aspect of the invention provides an expandable
druwer tray for segregating articles in u drawer, wherein a
bage tray having at lesst one recess in one of either the front
aned pear side panel iy slhdubly conneeled 10 8 first nesting
tray huving o corresponding promuberance in one of either
the front and reur side pancel; wherein the base tray and first
nesling tray are cxpanded 1o o predetermined lengih in a
drawer and mmointined in relative position by an locking
mechanism. This aspeclt is largely repeated in another
embodiment of the invention having g base tray, first and
secund nesling tray, slidably connected with a similar Inck-
ing mechanism for seconng the tays at a predetermined
length within o drawer, This aspect permits a user to
optimize the use of the drawer space constraints without
heing limited fo & set drawer dimensiona, thus providing for
inlerchangeability of the expandoble drawer organizer and
avercoming the previously meontioned portability limita-
tiohs.

A second agpeet of the jnvention pravides fura detachably
connected expunduble partition that is extended 10 » prede-
termined length and therein secured by a locking mecln-
nism, wherein Lhe expandable partition may be arrunged in
a mtber of unique vser defined arrangements, This aspect
dircotly overcomes the previous need for a customized
druwer tray configuration, while simultaneously maintaining
the desired interchangeability of the organizer belwesn
drawers of differing dimensionnl cunstraints.

A third aspect of the invention provides for a detachably
comnected firsl und sccond extendable tetniner thut s
extended to 2 predetermined length, wherein the extendible
retainer secures the posilion of the expandable drawer
organizer within the drawer, Another einbodiment of this
aspect utilizes an expundshle partition in conjunction with
the cxtendable retainer, to provide oplimization of the
druwer area. Thig aspect of the Hwvention serves o zddress
the issues of the vrganizer shifting within the drower und the
utilization of deawer ares beyond that covered by the
expandable drawer organizer,

HRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THR IRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a drawing showing a perspective view of an
assembled two tray expandable drawer organizer, buving a
base tray and a first nesting troy, in accordance with the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a drawing showing a perspective view of un
ussernbled three tray expandable drawer organizer, having a

buse Lray, a first nesting tray and o second nesting tray, in

accordance with the present invention.

FICi. 3 is a deawing showing u perspective view of an
unassembled three tray expandable drawer organizer, having
2 base tery, a fiest nesling {ray and a second nesting tray, In
sccordance with the present invenlion.

FIG. 4 is a drawing showing a detail in perspective view
of the locking mechanism of the base tray and fiest nesting
tray of the expundable drawer organizer prior o enguge-
ment, in accordance with the present invention,

FICi. 5 §5 a drawing showing a detail in perspective view
uf the lueking mechanism of the bage tay and (frsl nesting
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tray of the expandable drawer organizer aller engagement, in
accordance with the prosent invention,

T1G. 6 i5 a drawing showing a side view of an assembled
two tray expandahle drawer organizer, showing the base tray
and first nesting tray secured by a locking mechanism in
acgordance with the present invention,

FIG. 7 i a drawing showing 4 perspective view showing
one example of o possible arcnlation of an adjustable
partition and a first nesting tray of the expandable drawer
ungunizer, in accordance with the present inveltion.

F13. 8 15 o drawing showing a side view of an alternate
embodiment of the locking mechanism securing the base
Lray unel firsl nesting way of an assembled two y expund-
able drawer orpanizer,

F1G. % iz a drawing showing o side view of an allernate
embodiment of o lwo tray cxpandable drawer orpanizer
Laving an additivnal locking mechanism scouring the base
teay and fikst nesting teay, wherein a tube with a protsion
i the bore, sttsched to the hage tray, is recaived by a rud
with indentations, utluched 1o the firsl nesting tray,

FICi 10 is a drawing showing a side view of an alternale
embodiment of 2 two tray oxpandable drawer orpanizer
having an additional locking mechauism securing Lhe baze
tray und first nesting tray, wherein a rod with indentations
attached w the base {ray; is roocived by a tube with a
protrusion in the bare, attached (o the flst nesting Lmy.

FIG. 11 is a drawing showing a perspective view of
another embodiment of an assembled 1wo try expandable
drawer arganizer, secured with extendable retuiners in s
drawer,

DETAILED DESCRIPTION QF THE
I'RESENTLY PREFERRED EMBOTMMENTS

FIGS. 1 11 illuslrale various embodiments of an expand.
able drawar orgarizer in aveurdunce wilh the present inven-
tion.

Referving to TIG. 1 une embodiment of 3 two tray
cxpandable drawer organizer is yenerally shown &l number
10. The expandable drawer organizer 10 of the present
invention generally comprises a8 hase tray 100 and a first
nesling tray 2040, The base iray 100 may huve u given length
snd widlh to allow it to be slidably received by the [t
nesting tray 200. This arrangemont serves to permit the
expandable deawer orpanizer 10 to wecommuodate drawers of
varying dimensional characteristics permitting a user lo
aptimize the utilization of drawer space without compro-
miging [lexibility. The base teay 100 and w first nesting truy
200 may be get at o predetermined length wherein a locking
mechanism 50 (TIG. 4--6) comprised of an cngagement of
the [ront pancl protuberance 274 (FIG. 6) and rear panel
protuberance 276 (FIG. 6) with the corresponding front
panel recess in 170 (FIG. 6) and rear pancl rocess 172 (FIG,
6) is generally formed, which may serve to secure the
expundable drawer tray 10 position within the drawer 600.

Referring to FIGE, 2 and 3 one embodiment of s three fray
expandable drawer organizer of the present invenlion is
generally shown ai numhor 10, The expandable drawer
organizer 10 of the present invention generally comprizes a
base tray 100, g first nesting tray 200 and a sevond nesting
tray 300, The base tray 100 muy have a given length and
width to allow it to be slidubly received by hoth the first
nesting tray 200 and second nesting tray 300. This armange-
mepl serves to permit the expandable drawer organizer 10 (o
accommadate drawers of varying dimensionsl characterds-
tics petmitting & user to optimize the wtilization of drawer
space withou! compromising (lexibility. The base tray 100,
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first nesting, tray 200 and second nesting tray 300 may bo set
ut a predetermined lenpth wherein a locking mechunisin 50
(FI1G. 4 6) comprised of an engagement of the tfront panet
promberance 274 (FIG, 6) and rear panel promberance 276
(FIG. 6) with the corresponding fronl punel recess in 174
(FIG. 6) and rear panel recess 172 (F1G. 6) is generally
lormed, 8 similar srmngement is generally reflected at cach
tf the second nesting truy 300 front panel proluberance 374
and rear panel protuberance 376 with the coresponding
frontl panel recess in 170 and rear pane| reeess 172; which
muy serve to secure te expandable drawer tmy 10 pusition
within the drawer 601,

Referring 1o FIGE, 1, 2 and 3 onc cmbodiment of hage
tray ol the expundsble drawer organiser 10 3 generlly
shown at number 100, The base tray 100 may compromise
a bottom panel 110 having s reclangular shape of a given
lenyth and width, u first side pane] 120 huving a recunpular
shape of a given height and a lenpth cocresponding to the
bottom panel 111, a second side panel 130 having a rectan-
gulur shape of 8 yiven height and substantially similar length
to the first side panel 120, & front side panel 140 having a
rectapgular shape of a substantially similar height 10 cach of
the fiest side paned 120 and secend side panel 130, and length
ecrrespasding ta the base teay 100, and rear side pancl 150
having a rectangular shape of a given height and suhatan-
tially similar length to the front side panel 140, The fiest side
panel 120 may be adjoined to the bottom panel 110 in a
substamtially perpendicular manner, wherein the bottom
panel] first edge 112 (FIG. 3) and the first side pane]l bottom

edye 128 (FIG. 3} ure muintained in conlinuous agreement

over their length, The second side panel 130 may be
adjoined ta the battom panel 114 in a substantially petpen-
dicular manner, wherein the bottom panel sccend cdge 114
(T1G. 3) and the second side panel botlom edge 138 (FIG. 3)
are maintsined in continuous agreement over their length,
wherein the sceond side panel 130 may he in parallel
alignment to the first side panel 120. The front side panel
140 may be adioined fo the bottom panel 110 in a substan-
tially petpendicular manner, wherein the battom panel front
pianel edge 116 (FIG. 3) and the front side panel bottom edge
148 (FIG, 3) are maintained in continuous agreement over
their Jength. The front side pane] 140 may slsa he adjoined
o each of the first side panel 120 and second side punel 130
in a pubstantially perpendicular mamner, wherein the front
side panel first edge 142 (T1G. 3) und front panel side second
adge 144 (FIG, 3) ate maintained in cortinnous vgreemeant
uver their length with the respective first side panct front
edge 122 (T1G. 3) and second side punel front edge 132
(FIG3. 3). The rear side paned 150 may be adjoined to the

hotiom pancl 110 in & substagtially perpendicular manner,

wherein the boltom panc] rear edge 118 (FI4. 3) and the roar
side panel bottom edpe 158 (FIG. 3) wre muintuined in
continuous agreement over their length, The rear side panel
150 may ulso be adjoined Lo each ol the il side pancl 120
and second side panet 130 in a substuntiully perpendicular
munner, wherein the reer side pancl first edge 152 (FIG. 3)
it reur side punel secuend edge 154 (FI1G. 3) aro mainlsined
in continuons apreement over their length with the respec-
tive firat side panel rear edge 124 {FIG. 3) and second side
pane] rear edge 134 (FIG. 3). The rear side pangl 150 heing
in subatantially parallel alignment with the front side panel
144, ‘T'he first side panel top edge 1246 (FIG 3), second side
panel top edge 136 (FI1G. 3), froni side pancl lop edge 146
(F1G. 3) and resr side punel top edge 156 (FIG. 3) may
exhibit congruency within a common plane. The base tray
100 may be conatructed of wood, metal, plastic or any
combingtion thereo! that provide zuitable struetural proper-
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tice to accommodate the aforementioned construclion und
provide the desired ngadity. The method of adjeining each of
the aforamentioned sides may be by any means know in the
Mechanical Arts such ar welding, soldering, braving, the use
of fasteners, overs, screws, nails, of the nse of adhesives,
The base tray 100 moy also be manufactured by such
wechniques ag extrusion, ¢old [orming methads Le., bending,
bruking, sheadnyg, culling or hot futming methods ie,
casting or extrusion of eomhinations thereof that may yicld
gimilar eonstruction. The front side panel 140 snd reur side
panel 150 of the base tray 100 of the present Invention may
taspectively have at least one front side panel rocess 170
(F1G, 3) and rear side panel recess 172 (FIC. 3), thal may he
arrunped in oy row in the face of each panel beinp of a given
shape and depth w acvormmodate the respective tirst nesting
tray 204 front side pancl protuberance 274 (FIG. 3) and rear
side punel proluberance 276 (F1G. 3) and in the vuse of the
three tray expandable orpanizer 10 to accommodate the
respective seoond nesting tray 300 front side panel proto-
berance 374 (F1G. 3) and reur side punel protuberunce 376
{FIG. 3). I another embodiment of the baze tray 100, the
front side panel 140 and rear side pancl 150 muy respec-
tively have at least one front side panel protuberance and
rear gide panct protubgrance, that may he armanged inoa row
on the face of cach pancl heing of & given shapue and depth
o accommodate the respective first nesting tray 200 and
second nesting tray 300 front side panel rocesses and rear
side panel recesses. The base tmy 100 may also have
pattitions 4580 (IF1G. 3) adjoined in pormal position to the
bottom punct 110 and at least one side of the base way 100
to form compartiments of a rectanguiar nature, In another
embodiment, the expandable partitions 500 {FI, 7) and
fixed length paritions may be employed which may ulilize
o Jocking mechunism based upon the armnpement of pro-
tubcrances and recerres similar to the amangement utilizod
0 secure the base tray 100, first nesting tray 200 and second
nesting tray 300 al & predetermined length.

Refarting to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 ohe embodiment of the first
nesting tray is genecally shown at nomber 200, The tirst
nesting, truy 200 may compromisc a bollem panel 210
having a rectungular shupe of 4 piven lenpth and width, a
lirst side pancl 220 having a rectangular shape of a given
heighl and u length correspunding o the boltom pane! 210,
a front side panel 240 having a rectangular shape of a
substanliully similar height to the fimst side panel 220, and
lengih corresponding 1o the st oestiog trny 200, and rear

" side panel 250 having a rectangutar shape of a given height

and subslantially similar length to the front side panef 240.
"The first side panel 220 may be adjoined to the bottom paned
210 in & substantially perpendicular mannet, wherein the
hottom panal first edge 212 (FIG. 3) and the first side panel
bollom edge 228 (FIG. 3) are mainliined in contionous
apresment over their length, The front side panel 240 nay be
adjoined 1o the hottom panel 210 in & subatantially perpen-
diculer maoner, wherein the bollom panel front edge 216
(F1. 3) and the tront side panal bottam edge 248 (FIG. 1)
are mainined in continuows agreement aver their lepglh,
The front side pansl 240 may also be adjoined to the fimt
side panel 220 in a substantially perpendicular manger,
wherein the front side panel first edge 242 (FIG. 3) and the
tespective first side panel fromt edpe 222 {FIG. 3) are
maintained in continuovs agreement over their length, The
rear side puncl 250 may be sdjoined to the hottom pane] 210
in & subslantially perpendicular manner, wherein the boliom
panel reur edge 218 (FIG. 3) and the rear side panel bottom
edge 258 (FICF 3) ate maintained in continuons agreement
over their length, The rear side panel 250 may also be
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uljoined to he first side panel 220 in a substautially pers
pendicular manner, wherein the rear side panel fist edge 252
(FIG. 3) and respective first side puiel rewr edge 224 (FIG,
¥} ure maintained in continuous agreement aver their length,
The rear side pancl 250 being in substantially purallel]
alignment with the front side purnel 240, The first side panel
top edpe 226 (FIG. 3), front side panel wop edge 246 (FIG,
31 and rear side pancl top cdge 256 (F10. 3) may exhibil
congruency within a common plane, The battom panel
sevornd edge 214 (FI1G, 3) is adjoined to the from side pancl
gecond edge 244 (FLG. 3) and rear side pancl sceond edge
254 (F1G. 3) in a substantially perpendicular manoer to form
un aprning to receive the base tray 100 The fint nesting tray
200 may be copnstmeted of wood, metal, plastic or any
gombinatian thereol thay provide suilable structural propur-
ties to suconunodate the aforementioned construction and
provide the desired rigidity, The method of adjoining cach af
the aforementioned sides may be by any means know in the
Mechnnicul Arts such as welding, soldering, brazing, the use
uf fusteners, rivets, screws, nails, or the use of adhesives,
The first nasting tray 200 may also be manufacwred by such
lechniques ay extrusion, cold forming methods 1.¢., bending,
braking, shearing, cutting or hot forming mcthods ic,
casting or extrusien or combinations thereel thet may yield
similur construction. The front side panel 240 and rear side
panel 250 of the first nesting tray 200 of the prosent
invenlion may respectively have at least ene frond stde punel
protuberance 274 {FIG. 3) and rear zide pancl protuberance
276 (FIG. 3), cach being attached 10 a protuberance support
278 (F1G. 3) which extends from the front side panel tap
adpe 246 {F1G. 3) and rear side panel top edge 256 (FI{i. 3)
respectively, '1he front side panel protuberance 274 (FIG. 3)
and rear side panel protuberance 276 (FIG. 3) cach lorming
u heud al the proximal end of the proloberange support 278

(KL, 3). The protuberance head heing of a given sulid shape

having substantial dimensional complisnce to be securely
positioned in the respective base wray 100 front panel recess
174 (167, 3) and rear panel recess 172 (F14G. 3). In anather
embodiment of the first nesting tmy 200, the [ront side pansel
240 and rear side paned 250 may respectively have at least
une [Tomt panet protubsrunce and rear panel protubsrance,
that may be arranged in 8 row on the face of each panel being
of a given shape and size to accommaodate the respective
haze tray 1} front side pancl recess and rear side panel
recess. In another embodiment of the first nesting tray 200,
the Iroot side panel 240 and rear side panel 250 may
respectively have ar lesst one front side panel roeess 270
(F1G. 3) and reur side pune] recess 272 (FIG. 3), that may be
arranged in a row on the face of each pane] being of a given

shape and depth to accommodate the respective hase tray

100 front side panel protuberance and rear side panel
protuberance, Subsequently, the expandable deawer orga-
nizer 10 may be set at o predetermined fength and accord-
inygly muinteined by the locking mechanism 50 (I1G. 4-6).

In snother sinbodiment the nesting tray 200 may also have s

expandable partitions 500 (F1G, 7), fixed length partitions or
any combination thereof thal may be ecmployed which may
ulilize a locking mechanism bused upon the armuogement of
promberances and recesses similar to the arrangement uti-
lized to secure the basc tray 100, first nesting tray 200 and
gecord nesting tray 300 at a predetermined length, The
expandable partitions 500 (FIG. 7) may be detachably
attached in normal position to the boltem panel 210 and
leagt one side of he fiml nesting tray 200 (0 form vne ur
more compartments of a rectangular nature,

Refetring to FIGS, 2 and 3 one embodiment of the second
nesting tray 1% generlly shown sl number 300, The second
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nesting teay 300 may compromise a hotlom puncel 318
buving a reclangular shape of a piven length and width, a
first side panel 330 having a rectangular shape of a given
Tiebght and a length corrasponding to the boltom pancl 316,
a [ront side punel 340 hoviag o rectangular shape of a
substawtially similar height to the first side panel 330, and
length cormesponding ke the sceond nesting truy 300, sod rear
side punel 350 having o rectungular shape of a given height
and substantially similar length to the front sude panel 340.
‘I'he first side pane] 330 may he adjoined W the bollom panel
310 in a substantially perpendiculur manner, wherein the
botlom panel tiest edge 312 (FIG. 3) and the fitst side panel
bottoun edge 338 (F1G. 3) are maintained in continuous
agreement over their lenglh. The front side penel 340 may be
adjoined (o the bottom panel 319 in a substantially perpen-
dicular manner, wherein the bottom panc| front edge 36
{F13, 3) and the front side panc] botlom edge 348 (FIG. 3)
arc mainisined in conlinuoue agresment over their lenpth.
The front side panel 344 may also be adjoined to the first
side panel 330 in A substantially perpendicular manner,
wherein the front side panel first edge 342 (TIG, 3) and the
respective first side panel front edge 332 (FIG. 33 are
maintained in eontinuous apreemend over their Jength, The
reear side pune] 350 may be adjoined to the bottom panel 310
in a substantially perpendicular mannar, whergin the hottom
pancl rear edge 318 (FIGi. 3) and the rear side panel bottom
edge 358 (FIG. 3) are mamintaited in contittuous agreemertt
over their length. The rear side panel 350 may also be
adjoined 1o the [ist side panel 330 in a substantially per-
pendicular manner, wherein the rear side panel first cdge 352
(KI5, 3) and reapective fivst side panel rear edge 334 (FIQ.
3} are maintained in conlinuous agreement over their lenpth.
The rewr side punel 350 being in substantially parallel
aligrment with the front side panet 340. The (irst side panel
lop edge 336 (F1G. 3), [ont side paned top edpe 346 (F1G.
1} and rear side panel top edge 356 (FIG, 3) may cxhibit
congruency within @ common plane. The bollom panel
second edge 314 (FIG. 3) is adjeined to the front side panal
second edge 3d4 {FIG. 3} and rear side panel second cdge
354 (FIG5. 3) in a substanlislly perpendicular maniter to form
an opeting to receive the base tray 100. The second nesting
tray 300 may be constmeted of wood, metal, plestic or any
combination thereof thet provide suitable steoctors] proper-
lies o accommodate the aforementioned construction and
provide the desired rigidity. The method of adjoining cach of
the aforementioned sides may be by any means know in Lhe
Mechanical Arls such as welding, soldenng, brazing, the use
of fasteners, Avets, screws, hails, or the vse of adherives,
The second nesting tray 300 may also be munntuctired by
such techniques as exlrusion, vold forming methods ie.,
bending, breking, shearing, cutting or hot forming methods
i.e., casting ar extrugion or combinations thereof thal may
yicld rimilar construction. The lront side panel 340 and rear
side panel 350 of the second nesting tray 300 of the present
ihvention may respectively have at least ane front gide pancl
protuberance 374 (FIG. 3) snd rear side panel profuberance
376 (FIG. 3), vuch being uttuched to a protuberance support
178 (FIG. 3) which extends trom the front side panel wop
edge 346 (F1G. 3) and rear side panel (op edge 356 (TIG. 1)
respeclively, The fronl side panel protubetance 374 (FIG, 3)
and rear side panel pratuherance 376 (FIG. 3) each furming
a head at the proximal end of the prolubsmnee suppaort 378
(TIG. 3}. The protuberance head being of a given solid shape
having substantial dimensional compliance to be securely
positicned in the respective hase tray 100 fronl punel recess
170 (FIG. 3} and resr panel recess 172 (F1G, 3). In anather
embodiment of the second nesting tray 300, the front side
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panel 340 and reor side panel 350 may respectively have at
least one front pane) protuberance and rear panel protuber-
ance, hal may be armanged in a row on the face of vach panel
being of u given shape and size to aecommodate the respec-
tive Lase teay 100 front side panel recess 170 (FiG, 3) and
rear side pane! recess 172 (FIG. 3). In unother embodiment
of the sevond nesting tray 300, the front side panel 340 and
rear side panel 350 muy respectively have at least one front
side panel recess 370 (FIG, 3) and rear side punel recess 372
(F1G. 3), thul may be armanged ina row on the foe of each
panel being of a given shape and depth to accommodate the
respective base tray 100 tront side punel prolberance and
rear side panel protuberance, Subsequently, the cxpandable
drawer organizer 10 may be set al a predetermined length
and accordingly maintained by the locking mechanism 50
(FIG. 4-6). In unother embodiment the nesting tray 300,
may aso have expunduble pariitions 500 (UIG. 7), fixed
length partitions or any vombination Ltherenf that may be
erpluoyed which may utilize a jocking meclhanism based
upon the arratpement of protuberances and recesses similur
to lhe arrangement wtilizad to secure the base lry 100, firat
Desting tray 200 und second nesting tray 300 ot o predeter-
mined tength, The expandable partilions 500 {(FIG. 7) may
be detuchably attached in novmal position 1o the bottom
panel 310 and at least voe side of the second nesting tray 300
w form compartments of a rectangular nature.

Refernng 1o FIGS. 4, § and 6 {he present embodiment uf
& locking mechanism is generally shown at number 50 for a
twao Lray organizer 10, FIGE, 4 and § provide an expladed
partial view of the locking mechanism 50 respectively in a
discngaged and engaged state, wherein the haso fray 100 and
the first nesting tray 200 are sepuruled, and the rolatjive
arientation of the base Leay 100 Arst side panel 120 and {nont
side pane| 140 with respect o the firgl nesting tray 200 front

side panel 240 is provided. The locking mechanism 50 may

comprise a base truy 100 hoving a first set af tap rails formed
by the front side panel top edue 148 (FIC3, 6) and the rear
side panel top edye 156 (FI03. 6) that respectively may ride
on a first bottom set of rails formed by the front side panel
tup edge 246 (FIG. ) and the rear side puncl op cdge 256
(FIG. 6) of the fimst nesting tray 200, The first iop and hollom
set of rails provide o means for slidahly conveying the base
truy 100 within the first nesting truy 200 while providing
simultaneous alignment of the respective trays W permil the
engagement of the front side punel protuberance 274 and
teur side panc| prowberance 276 respectively with the front
side panel recess 170 and rear vide panel recess 172, In the
three tray embodiment of the expandable drawer orpanizer
10 of the present inventian, the locking mechanism S0 may

comprize a second bollem rail, The top set of mils formed by

the front gide panel top edge 146 (FIG, 3) and the oear side
panel top edge 156 (F1G 3) that respectively may ride on a
sewond bollom set of rails formed by the fronl side panel tap
cdge 346 (F1G, 3) and (he rear side panc] top edge 356 (T1G.

3) of the second nesting, tray 300. The first and second sets s

of top and botlom mils provide a means for slidably con-
veying the base tray 100 within the first nesting tray 200 uad
second nesting, tray 300 (FIG. 3) while simultanecusly
providing alignment of the respective trays lo permil the
cngagement of the front side panel protubarances 274 und
374 rear zide panef protuberances 276 und 376 respectively
with the fronl side panel recesses 170 and rear side panal
recesses 172

‘The locking mechanism 50 of he present embodiment of
the two drawer organizer 10 may comprise a protuberance
suppurl 278, which extends fiom the fronl side panel top
edpe 246 und rear gide panel top edge 256. The three tray

‘
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drewer organizer 1 may comprise 3 protuberance support
378 (Pl 3), which exlends from the front side panel top
cdge 346 (FIG, ) and rear side pauel lop edge 356 (F1G, 3)
respeelively. The protberance supports 278 and 378 imparl
a constant foree 1o the atlached protuherance(s) as a function
of spring tensiot, which may be accomplished as a funetion
of beading, pre-forming or the attachment of springs L
lensionubly aconmplish this fonetion, The front side pancl
protuberance 274 and rear side panel protuberance 276 each
forming # head at the proximul end of the protuberanee
support 278 The prowterance head being of a given solid
shape hiving substantial dimensional compliance to be
securely positioned in the respeelive base tray 100 front side
pune] recess 170 and rear aide panel recess 172, In anuther
ambodiment, the locking mechanism 50 may comprise, the
front side panel 240 and rear side pane]l 250 of the first
nesling tray 200 respectively having ut least une ront side
punel proluberance and rear zide panel protuberance, thal
may be arranged in a row ou the lace ol each pancl. The front
and rear side panel protuberance being of A given shupe and
#ize to accomunodate the respective [ront side panel recess
and rear side panel recess located in base truy 100 front side
panel 140 und rewr side pancl 150. The prowberance may be
attached {0 a spring and retsined in un opening, wherein a
given portion of the profubsrance may project through the
opening to engage n corresponding recess.

in another embodiment, the lovking mechunism S0 may
comprise, the front side panel 240 and rear stde panel 250 of
fiest nesting troy 200 respectively having at least one front
side panel recess and rear side panel recess, thal mey be
artunged in # row on the face of each panel being of a given
shape and depth 1o sccommodate the respective front side
pancl protuberance and rear side panel protuberance in base
tray 100 fronl side pancl 140 and rear side panel 150, The
profuherance may be attached Lo » spring and retsined in an
apening, wherein o given portion of the protuberance may
project through the opening 10 engage a recess.

Referring to FIG, 7 the present embodiment of an expand-
abte partition is generally shown ot number 500 for an
expandable dmwer organizer 10, FIKF 7 provides an per-
fpective view of the expundahle pariition 500 in a disen-
guged slale in respact to the first nesting tray 200 wherein the
relative urentation of the expandatble partition 500 is sub-
stantially parallel to finst side pancl 220 of the first nesting
tray. The cxpandable partition 500 may be compnsed of a
first panel 502 and a sccond panel 504, which may be of
similar construction to the fisst nesting tray 200 (F1G. B
front side panct 2440 (VI 3) and rear side panel 250 (FIG.
B, which may be held in slidahle communication with at
least one panel coupler 508 connected i0 cither of the first
pancl 502 and second panel 504 top edpe, and the liest panc)
502 and second panel 504 hottom edge. The coupler may
comprise any means kuown in the Mochanical Ants to join
punels ar similar surfaces when in substantially paraill
alignment. The ends of the first panel 502 and second panel
S04 edpe, and the first punel 502 and second panc] 504
botlem eidge may have a stop 506, whivh serves to prevenl
the accidenta] separation of the expandable partition 500 by
restricting the movement of the panel eoupler 508 on the first
pane] 502 and second panel 504 top edge, and the first panel
502 and setond panc] 504 hattom edge. The locking mecha-
nism 50 may also be incorporated in the present embodiment
of the expandable partition 500 wherein a protuberance 510
lgeated in either of the first punel 502 und second pane] 504
engepe & comerponding recess 512 in the respeclive adjoin-
ing panel woder censtant force, Bach of the first panel 502
and second panel 504 may also have a prowberance 510
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located on the bottom edge, which may engape # corre-
sponding recess in the battom panel 210, The cxpandable
partition 300 may also incorporate u proluberance S10
attached to profection on the first panel 502 and secund pancl
504 wp edge, that may engage the firs! nesting tray 200 front
panel recess 170 and rear pangl recess 172, respectively.

Referring to PGS, B, 9 and 10 an alternate embodiment
ola locking mechanism is generully shown at numbers 180,
182, 280 and 282 for u two tray organizer 10. TIGS. 8,9 and
10 provide an exploded padial view nf the altermaste locking
nyechanism 18O, 182, 280 and 282 wherein the base tray 100
and the fiest nesting tray 200 are engaged (FIG. 8) and
disengaged (FIGS. 9 und 107,

In FIGi. X ane embodiment ol the Incking mechanizm is
shown wherein the base ttay 100 may have at least one male
rad 180 of a given gauge and a given length; not in excess
ol the bollom panel frout edpe 116 (FIG. 3), attacled lo the
botlom punel 110 (FIG, 3), in subslanially paralle] alipo-
ment to the bottemn punel front odge 116 (F1G. 3) und botiom
punel resr cdge [18 (FIG. 3), the rod baving a sedes of
protrugions aboul the bottom surface The firsl nesting tray
200 may have at least o lemale rnd 282, of a given gauge
ahd lengtl; Luving at teast ane indentation along the length
ol the tnpmost surface; not in excess of the front side panel
bottom odge 248 (F1G. 3); attached to the bottom punel 210
(FIG. 3) in substantially parallel alignment to the front side
panel bollom edge 248 (FIG. 3) and reur panc] botlom edee
25 (FIt. 3), whereby the base tray 100 and male rod 180
are klidably engaged by suid fiml nestiog tray 200 and female
rod 282, wlherein the male md IS0 prolrusion may be
received by at least one indentation an the surface of the
female rad 282, Mereby waizlaining the relative position of
the bage tray 100 und Orst nesting teay 200.

In Fii. 9 one embodiment of the locking mechanism is

shown wherein the buse lay 1) may Lave sl least one whe -

182 ola given gange and a given length; not in excess of the
bottorn punel front cdge 116 (TTG. 3) ullached to the bottom
panel 110 (FI(3. 3), in substantially pacalle] lignment to the
hattom pane! front edge 116 (FICGH 3) and bottom pancl reay
edge 118 (FTG. 3), the tabe 182 having at [cast one protru-
sioa within the bare. The first nesting tray 200 may have at
least one md 280 having a series of indentations, of a given
pacge and length; not in excess of the front side panel
bottom edge 248 (FIG, 3); attached to the hottom panel 210
(FIGi. 3) in substantiully parallol alignment to the [font sido
puncl bottom edge 248 (F1G. 3) and rear side panel botlom
cdge 258 (FIG. 3), that ia received by lube 182, wherchy the
basc tray 100 and tube 182 are glidably engaped by satd first
hesting tray 200 and rod 280, wherein at least one of the
indentations may be cngaged by the protrusion within the
hore of tube 182, therchy maintaining the relative position of
the base tray 100 and finst nesting tray 200

In FIG. 10 one embodiment of the locking mechanism is
shown wherein tle buse tray 100 may have ul least one rod
180 of 5 given gavpe and a given length; not in excess of the
bottoms panel lront edge 116 (F1G. 3), atlached {o the bottom
panel 110 (TIG. 3), in substantially paralle] alignment to the
bottom panel front edge 116 (F1G. 3) and bottont panel rear
edge 118 (FIG, 3), the nod 180 having a sedes of indenta-
ticns The first nesting teay 200 muy have at least one tube
282, of a given gauge having at least one protrusion within
the hore and length; nol in excers of the ftont side panel
bottomn edge 248 (FIG. 3); attached 1o the bottom panel 210
(FIG. 3) in subslanlially parallel alignmenl 1o the front side
panel bottom edge 248 (FIG. 3) and rear punel botlom cdge
258 (FIG. 3), whereby the base trny 100 and rod are slidably
engaged by suid first nesting tray 200 and wbe 282, wherein
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the rod 180 muy be received by tube whersin al least one af
the indentations may be engaged by the protrasion withio
the bore ufl the mbe 282, thereby 1neintaining the relative
position of the base tray 100 and fiest nesting tray 200,
Referring to FIG, 11 an exlenduble retatner mechanistn is
generally shown at nomber 400 for a three tay expandable
organizer 10, FIG. 11 provides a perspective view ol Lhe
thren tray expandable organizer 10 with the extendable
tetainer mechunism 400 in place in o culowsy view of
drawer 600, The exlendable retainer mechanisim 400 may
comprisc an extension arm 402 in slidable agreement with: a
frictioh stop/slecve 404, which may be defachably con-
nected Lo the reanmost proximity of the buse ray 100 second
aide panel top edge 136 (FIG. 3) and the fiest nesting tray
200 first =ide panel top edge 226 {FIC. 3) hy an extension
arm conteclor 408 that clips aver the respective panel cdge,
The extension arm 402 may have a given lenath and profile
iy provide for a channe] w be Grmed abour the longitudinal
axis that permits the friction stap/sleeve 404 Lo ride therein,
"This channel muy be lpered or reticulated tw inhibit Lhe
movemenl of the friction stop/slesve 404 aboul the channel
length, The friction stop/slocve 404 may be of 4 given length
and uf un opposing profile 10 the exlension amm 402, such
that the fricliun stop/slcove 404 provides nominal alignment
and moderate degree of friction, which s amplificd upon
assembly with the exlension arm connector, This provides
for the user to adjust the extenduble retainer mechanism to
achieve adeyuale lauiness of the expandable vrganizer 10,
The extension arm 402 and friction stop/sleeve 404 may he
formed from wood, ferrous or pon-ferrous  matesials
adequate to provide substantial rigidity and required strue-
wral properties. The exicnsion arm connector 408 muy be
shaped 10 lensionably retain an extension amn 402 in slidable
commupication with the fdotion stop/sleeve 404 thereby
prevesting the exiension arm 402 from collapsing under
load after being set lu 2 predetermined lengtl, The extension
arm 402 may be fitted with a foal 406 ai the distal end of the
exlensivn arm 402, wherein contact with the drawer 604
surtace is maintained. "The foot 402 may turther comprize a
flexible pad, to prevenl uwring or seratching the intedur
drawer 600 rurface, The extendable retainer mechanigm 400
serves to prevent the expandable drawer organizer 10 from
ghifting within a drawer 600 when subjected to impulse
forces. In another embodiment the extendable retainer

i mechanism 400 may be configured from an expandahle

partition 500 (FIG. 71 designed to be attached to the basp
tray 100 second side panel top edge 136 (F1G. 3) and the first
nesting, truy 200 firgt side panel top edge 226 (FIG. 3) hy an
extension arm conneclor 408 that clips over the respective
pancl cdge, Subseguently, this embodiment provides for the
uge of expandable partitions with the extendable retainer,
therehy allowing the organization of the drewer tu bo
optimized.

While the embodiments of the present invention disclosed
hetein are presently considered to be prefemed, various
changes and modifications cun be made without departing
{rom he spirit and scope of the prosent invention, The scope
of the present invention is indicated in the appended claims,
and all changes that come within the meaning und mnge of
cquivalents are ifended to be cmbraced therein,

What is claimed i=:

1. An expandsble drawer organizer for segropaling
ariicles within a deawer comprising:

1 base tray having a bottom panel, o front side panel, a rear
gide panel, a first side panel and a second side panel
wherein, the front side panel, rear side panel, fitst side
puned and second side panel ure alfixed Lo the respective
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edpes of the bottom panel in o substantially petpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the front side panel and rear
side panet are i substantially parallel aligumnent end
adjoined to the first side panel and second side panel in
a pubstantially perpendiculay manner, the frat side
pancl and second side pancl which are in substuntiafly
parallel alignment,

4 flrst nesting tray having a bottom panel having a length
and width slightly greater than the base tray, that will
permit the base tray to be slidahly received in spaced
relutivaship, a front side punel, o rear side panel, and o
fist side panel wherein, lhe front side panel, rear side
pancl, and first side punel are affixed ta the respective
edges of the bollom panel in a sebstunially perpen-
dicular faghion, wherein the front side panel and rear
side pancl are in substantially parallel alignment and
adjoined to the lirst side panel in a substantially per-
pendicular manner, wherein the hase tray is received hy
the first nesting tray,

a locking mechanisin incorporated into the base tray and
first mesting tray for securing the base tray and nesting
tray whetein the hase tray and firsl nesting fray are
mainkained in v predelermined position, said base tray
hus ut least one protubermnee nn at least oue of cither
the from side panel and rear side panel, and said fimst
nesting tray has at least one recess in one of either the
fromt side panel and reur side panel, tv enpage the
protuberance in the cortesponding panel of said base
lray under a generally constunt force, and on each of the
front side panel and rear side puncd of said first nesting
tray has at least une teeess o each of the Mont side
punel and rear side pancl, that engage the protuberance
in the corresponding panel of said base tmy under a
generally constant force, and

at Jeast one partition uflixed o one of either of the frant
side punel, rear side panel, lirst side pane] and second
side panel of the buse way in substantinlly perpendicn-
lar alignment to the sdjvining side panel and the battom
panel, for segrepating articles within the base teay.

2 An expandable draweor organizer for segregating

articles within a drawer comprising:

abuse truy having a bottom pancl, a front side punel, 4 reay
side pancl, a first side panel and a sccond side punel
whetein, the front gide panel, rear side panel, fisst side
panel and second side panel are affixed (o the respective
edges of the bottom pancl in a substactially perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the frunt side panel and rear
mide panel are in suhstantially pamlle] alignment and
adjained to the first side panel and secound side panel in
8 substuntially perpendicular manner, the firsl side
panel and second side panel which are in substantially
purallel alignment,

a first nesting truy having a bottom penel having a length
and width slightly preater than the buse tray, that will
permit the bage fray to be slidably received in spaced
relaticnship, & front side panel, @ rear side panel, and g
first side panel whercin, the front side panel, rear side
panel, and first side pancl are affixed v the respective
edges of the bottom panel in a substantially perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the front side panel and rear
zide panel are in substantially parulle] alignment and
adjoined ta the first side puncl in a substantially per-
penrdicular manner, wherein the base tray is received by
the first nesting tray,

a locking mechanjsm incorpormied into the base tray and
first nesting truy [or securing, the buse tray and nesting
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ray Wherein the basge tray and first nesting tray are
nuintained in & predetermined pasition,

at lewst one partition expandably snd detachably con-
nected 1o one of cithor said base tray and first nesting
lray, further comprising;

atirst puncl of a given height and length with a row having
at Jeast ooe reoess, snd A row having ul less) one
pratuberance,

a gecond pancl of a given height und length with a row
having ul lewsl vne reeess, and a row huving at least one
profuberance, wherein the rows alternately correspond
to engage under a generally constunt force with the first
panel, 1o permil the predetermined expanded length to
be maintained, at lesst one coupler attached to the
leapthwise cdge of the first panel and second panel,
wherehy the first punel and sccond panel are main-
tuined slidahly in substantial parallelism,

af least one praluberance on each of the fimst panal and
second panel located on the battom: side edize, wherein
suid parlition is expunded (0 a prodetermined length
and the protuberance on each of the bultom side adge
of the first panel and second panel engape a corre-
spunding recess from o group consisting of sadd buse
tray bottlam panel and first nesting tray hottom panel,
and

ut least one protubetance on each of the first punel and
second panel Jocated at lur exlents of said partitivn un
the heightwise edye, wherein said partition is expanded
Lo a predetermined length and the protubarance oo each
of the heiphiwise cdge of the first punel and second
pancl cngage & corresponding rocess under a generslly
canstant foree fhom a group consisting of: said buse
tray fionl side pancl and rear side paucl, first nesting
tray front side panel and rear side panel, said buse tray
fitst and sceond gide panel, said base tray first side
panel and said fiest nesting teay fist side pancl, said
hase tray tront side pancl and normal another of said
expindable partitions, said base iy rear side panel and
nermal unother of zaid expandable parlilions, said base
tray (irst side panel and normal another of said expand-
able partitions, said base tray second side pane] and
normal apother of said expandahle partitions, said finst
tissting tray front side paned and normal anather of said
expanduble partitions, said first nesting Lray rear side
panel and normal another of 5aid expandable partitions,
said first nesting truy [irst side panel and tormal
another uf suid expandable partitions, and iwo another
of said expundable partitions in substantial paralle|
ulignment,

3. The expandable deawer onganizer of claim 2 wherein
the expandable partion further comprising o haok attaghed to
the topmost opposing comer of hoightwise edge of each of
the first panel and second panel, that sccura said expanduble
partition to a normul surfuge,

4. The expandable drawer arganizer of claim 3 wherein
gaid hook of the expandable partition terminates in a head
that engapes # recali adjacent to the revess engaged by the
prowrherance on cach of the heightwise edge of the first
panel and recond panel, the coresponding recess from g
group consisting oft said base tmy front side panel and rear
wide panel, first nesting tray frout side panel and rear side
panel, said bage way first and second side panel, said base
wray first side pancl and said first nesting tray first gice panel,
seid base tray fronl side panel and normal ansther of said
expandahle partitions said base tray rear side punel and
normal another of said expandable partilions, said base teay
first side panel and normal another of said expandable
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partitions, said base my second side panel and normal
snother of sald expandable partitions, suid [irst nesling tray
front side punel and normal another of said expandable
pactitions, suid [inl nesling tray rear side panel and normal
another of said expandable partilions, said first sida panel
and narmal another of said expanduble partitions, and two
another of said expundeble partitions in substautial parullel
alignment,

5. An expandable drawer organizer lor segreguling

articles within a drawer comprising

a base tray having a botiom panel, a front side panel, a rear
side panel, » first side pacel and w second side pancl
wherein, the front side panel, rear side punel, limst side
pancl and second side panel are ufixed Wo Lhe respoctive
edges of the bottom panel in a substantially perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein ihe front side panel and rear
side panel are in subslantinlly paralle] alipnment and
adjained to the fiest side punel and second side panel in
a substantivlly perpendicular manoer, the first side
panel and secoud side pancl which are in substantially
parallel alignment,

4 first nesting tray having a bottom panel having u length
and width slightly greater than the base teay, that will
permit the base tray to be slidably received in spaced
relationship, a front side panel, & rear side panel and o
first side pancl wherein, the frunt side panel, rear side
puniel, and fiest side panet are aflived to the respeclive
edges of the hottom panel in u substantially perpen-
dicular fushion, wherein the tront side punel and rear
gide panel are in substantially parallel alignment and
adjoined to the first side panel in u substantially per-
pendicular manner, wherein the base tray is received by
the first nesting tray,

i locking mechanjsm incorporated inlo Lhe base tray and
tirst nesting truy for scouring the base teay and nesting
tray wherein the buse lray snd first nesting tray are
maintained in a predetermined position,

at deast one partition detachably connected 1o une of cither
sald base tray and [irst nesting tray, farthet comprsing,

@ [irst panel of a given height and length, having at least
one protuberance located on the front and rear side,
whorein the protuberasices allernately correspond to
engage a recess under a penamlly constant force within
arow Jucaled from a group consisting of: said busc ray
front side panel and rear side panel, first nesting tray
fropt side panel and rear side pancl, said bage tray first
and sevond side panel, rajd bage teay first side puncl and
said first pesting tray first side panel, said base tmy
tront side pencl and normal another ol szid cxpandable
partitions suid basc tray rear side panel und normal
another of said expandable partitions, said base tway
first side panel and normal another of said expandahle
partitions suid base tray second side panel and normal
another of said expanduble partitions, said frst nesting
iray fromt side panel and normal another of said
expandable parlitions gaid first nesting tray rear side
panel and nurmal apather of said expuandubles puriitions
said first nesting truy fret side panel and normaul
snother of said expandable partitions, and two anothor
of said parlitions in substantial patalle] alignment.

6. An expandable drawer organizer for segregating

articles within a drawer comprising:

a base tray having a bottom panel, a front side punel, o rear
side panel, a first side pancl and a second side panel
wherein, the front side panel, rear side panal, first side
panel and second stde pane) are atlixed to the respective
edges of the bultom pancl in a substantially perpen-
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dicular fashion, wherein the frunl side panel and rear
side puncl are in substantially parallel aliptunent snd
adjoined to the Lirst side panel and second side panel in
a substantially perpendicular manner, the first side
punel and roeand side panel which are in substantially
pacullel ulignment; a first nesting teay having o bullom
panel having # lenplh und width slightly greater than
the basc tray, that will permit the base lray (o he
slidably received in spaced relationghip, a font side
panel, a rear side punel, und a frst side pancl wherein,
the front side panel, rear side panel, und first side pane)
are nffixed o the respective edges of the bottom panet
in @ substantiully perpendicular fashion, wherein the
front side panct and rear side poanel are in substantially
parullel alignment and adjoined to the first side panel in
a substantially perpendicular manner, wherein the base
tray iy received by the first nesting ry, whersin; said
base tray has at lepst ane tbe of o given gauge and =
given length; nol in excess of the hottom panel frone
cdgre width, attached fo the bullom panel, in substan-
tially parallel alignment ta the hottom panel front und
rear edge, suid iube defining a haro anc having at least
vne protrusion within the bote; and suid il nesting
tray bas al least one rod having a seties of indentations,
af a given yauge and length; not in oxcess of the tirst
nesling Lray bottomy panel front edge width; attached to
the bottom punel in substantially paralle] alignment to
the bollom pancl front and reat edge, in proximity of
the first nesting tray first side panel bottom edpe, that
is reccived by said tube, whereby said buse ey and
tube are slidehly engaged by raid first nesting tray and
tod, wiersin at least one of the indentations is enpaped
by the protrugion within soid hots, thereby maintaining
the relulive position of sajd base tray and first nesting
tray,
ocking mechansm meorporaled intn the hase fray and
first nesting trry for securing the base tray 2nd nesting
lmy wherein the base tzoy and fitst nesting tray are
mainlained in a predetermined position, and
leust one partiticon affixed to one of either of the [ront
side panel, reur side panel, first side panel and second
gide panel of the base tray in substantially perpendicu-
lur nlignment to the adjoining side panel and the bottom
panel, for sepregating articles within the base tray.
An cxpandable drawer organizer for segregaling

articles within a drawer comprising:

@ base Ly having = botiony panel, a front side panel, o rear

side pangl, a first side punel ond u second side panel
wherein, the front side panel, rear side panel, first side
panel and second side pano! are affixed to the respective
edges of the botlom punel in 2 substaniially perpen-
dicular lashinn, whaorein the frout side panel and rear
side pancl arc in substantially parallel alighment and
adjoiued Lo the first side pane] and second side panel in
a suhstantially petpendicular manner, the first gide
punel and secand side panel which are in subsluntially
patrnllel alignment,

a first nesting tray having & bottom panel having a length

and width slightly greater than the base tray, that will
permil the baze tray to be slidably received in spaced
telationship, a (ront side panel, a rear side panel, and a
first side pane] whersin, the ronl side pancl, rear side
pancl, and first side panel are affixed to the respective
edges aof the bottom panel in a substantially perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the front side panel and rear
side panel are in substuntially parallet alignment and
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adjoined to the first side panel in o substantially per-
pendicular manner, wherein the base teay is received by
the firil nesting Lray,

said fiest nesting tray has ol least one tube, of a given
guuge and length; nnt in excess of the first nesting Lray
bottam punel [ront edge width; attached ta fhe bottam
panel in substaniially parailel aligiunent to the bullom
punel fronl and rear adge, in proximity of the fimst
neating tray first side panel bouom, said tube defining
a bure and having at least ona protrusion within the
bore,

said base tray has ot lenst one rod having u serics of
indentations of a given gauge and o wiven length; not in
excess of the boltom panel [ront edge width, attached
fo the bottorm panel, in substunlially parallel aligunent
1o the hottom panel front and rear edge, thal is received
by suid lube; whershy said base tray aod wbe wre
slidably enpaged by swid firl nesting fray and rod,
whereir at loast one of the indentatious is engaged by
(he protrusion within sajd bore, thereby maintaining the
relative position of said base tmy and first nesting tray,
i lecking mechanism incorporated Luto the base truy snd
first nasting tray for securing the base tray and nesting
ray wherein the base tray and finsl nesting lray are
muinlained in a predetermined position, and

at Jeast one partition uflixed 1o one of either of the front
side panel, rear side punel, firsl side pancl and second
side paned of the hase tray in substantially perpendicu-
lar aliynment te the adjoining side panel and the bottom
panct, for segrepating articles within the basc tmy.

B. An expanduble drawer organizer for sepregaling

articles within o drawer comprising;

a hase tray having o bottam punel, a front side panel, a rear
side punel, a fiest side panel and & second side pancl
whergin, the feont side panel, rear side panel, fivst side
pancl and second side panel are affixed 1 1he respective
edires of the hottom panel in a substuntiully perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the front side panel and rear
side pangl are in substantially parllel alignment and
adioined to the frst side pane! and sccond side panel in
a rubstantially perpendicular manner, the frst side
panel and second side panel which are in svhstantially
paraliel aligoment, wherein, said hasc tray has at least
une recess in at least one of either the frunt side panel
and rear side panel,

2 first nesting teay having a botlom panc) having a given
length comprising a range slightly prester than the
length of the base tray to alightly less than half of the
base tray length, and width slightly greater than the
base tray, that will permit the buse tray 1o be slidably
received in spaced relationship, a front side punel, a
rear side panel, and a [irst side pane] wherein, the front
side panel, rear side panel, and first side panel are
aflixed 1o the respective edges of the bottom pune] in a
substantially perpendicular fashion, wherein the front
side panc] and rear side panel are in substantially
partllel alignment and adjoined to the first side pandl in
a substantially perpendicutar manner, wherein the base
tray s received by the finst nesling tray,

second nesting tray having a botlom pancl having a
given length and width slightly larger than the base tray
and slightly less than the given length of the first
nesting lray, that will permit the base tray to be slidably
received in spaced relationship, a front side punel, o
rear side panel, and a first side pane| wherein, the front
side panel, rear side panel, aod fist side panel arc
affixed to the respeclive edges of the bottom panel in a
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substentially purpendicylar fashion, wherein the front
gide panel and tear side panel wne in suhstantially
peralle] alignment and adjoined to the (irst side panel in
u substantially pemendicular manner, wherein the base
fray is received by the second nesting tray,

a locking mechanisin ineorporated uto the buse tray, lirst

and secund nesting tray for securing the base tey, fiest
and second nesting teay wherein the base way, first and
segond nesting tmy are maintained in a predetarmined
position,

kaid firgt and second nesting tway have ol lessl one

protubersnce on ane of either the front side, panel and
rear side panel, thal engage the recess in the corre-
sponding pancl of said base tray under a generally
vonstant foroe and cach af the front side panel and rear
side panel of said first and second nesting tray have at
least one protuberance ou eavh of the front side panel
and resr gide panel, that engage the recess in the
corresponding pane] of suid buse iray under a generally
cunstant foree, and

at least one purtition aflixed to one of cither sajd base tray,

first and second nesting iray for segrogating articles
within the basc tray,

% An axpanduble drawer organizor for segregating

23 articles within a drawer comprising:
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4 base tray having a bottom panel, a front side panel, w rear

side panel, a first side panel and a second side punel
whetein, the front side panel, rear side panet, first side
pane] and second side pane] are alfixed to the respective
edges of the beltom panel in a substantially perpen-
dicular fashion, wherein the fronl side panel and rear
side panel are in substantially pacallel slignmenl and
adjuined (o the first side panel and second side panel in
a substantially perpendicular munner, the first side
pinel and second side panel which are in substantially
parallel alignment,

# first nesting tray having a bullom panel having a given

length comprising a range slightly greater than the
length of the base tray to slightly less than half of the
basc tray length, and width slightly prester than the
base tray, that will permit the hase tray 1o he /lidahly
received in spaced relationship, a front side panel, o
rear side pancl, and a first side panel wherein, the front
side panel, rear side punel, und fimi side pancl are
affixed to the respective edges of the bottom panel in a
substuntially perpendicular fashion, wherein the front
side panel and rear side punel wre in substanially
paratlcl alignment and adjoined to the first side panel in
u substantially perpendicular manner, wherein the base
tray 1% meceived by the first nosting tmay,

a second nesting tray having a bollom panel having a

given length and width slightly larger than the base tray
and slightly less than the given lenpth of the first
nesting tray, that will pemmit the bave gy o be slidably
reccived in spaced relationship, a front side panel, a
rear side panel, and a first side panel whetein, the tront
side panel, rewr wide pancl, and [irst side panel are
affixed to the respective edges of the boltom panel in a
substantially perpendicular fashion, wherzin the frunt
gide panel and rear side pancl are in substantially
parallel alignment and adjeined to the first side panel in
a substantially perpendicular manner, wherein the base
tray is received by the second nesting tray,

a locking mechanisin incorponled into the base tray, first

and second nesting tray for securing the base lray, firsl
and second nesting tray wherein the base ray, first and
second nesting tray are muinluined in @ predelermined
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posilion, wherein, sajd busc tray has 2t lesst one
pratuberance on ut least one of either the front side
puncl and rear side panel, and said ficst and sccond
nesting lray have at least ane recess in one of either the
fromt side panel and roar side panel, (hat cagage the
prolubarance in the curresponding panel of said hase
Lray under o gencrally constant foree and cach of the
frent side panel and rear side panel of said first and
second nesting tray have at lesst one recess in cach of
the fronl side panel and rear side panel, tht engage the
pouberunce in the correspunding panel of said base
way under s geuerally constant force, and

ul lewst one partition afixed o one of either said base way,

(irst nesting wray and second nesting tray for seprepat-
ing articles within the haso tray.

1% The expandable deawer organizer of claim 9 wherein
said partition 1s expunduble and detuchably connected to one
of either gaid base tray, firsl neating tray and scoond nesting
lray, further comprising;

a firgt panel of a given height and length with a row Laving

at least onc recess, and o row having at least one
promberunce,

a second panel of u given height and length with o row
hiving at toast ane recess, and a row hiaving at least one
profberance, wherein the rows alternately correspond
to engage with the (irsl pancl under u generally constant
foree, to permit the predetermined expauded length o
be maintained, @t lesst one coupler atlached to the
lengilrwise edge of to first panel aud second panel,
whereby the first panel and second panel are muin-
tuined slidably in substantial parallelism,

at least onc profuberauce on cach of the fisst panel and
second panel located an the buttom side edge, wherein
waid partition is expanded to a predetermined Jength

and the proluberance on each of the hottom side edge 3

of the first punel and second panc) engage o curre-
sponding recess from a graup consisting oft said hase
tray bultem panel, first nesting teay bottom pancl and
secohd nesling tray bottom punel at least one protuber-
aove an cach of the [irst pane] aud sevund pane] located
at the far extents of said purtition on the heightwise
edge, at least one prtrherance sssociatsd with the
Leightwise edge, whercin said partition is expanded to
a predetermined tenpth and the promubetance on cach of
the: heightwise edge of the first pane] and second panel
enpepe a corresponding recess vader 1 generally con-
stant force from & grovp consisting of: said base tray
frant side panel and rear side panel, first nesting tray
front side panel and rear side panel, secund nesting tray
front side pune) and rear side paned, said bise tray fist
and second side panel, said buse tray first side panel and
ginidl first nesting tray first aide panel, suid base tray fiest
sitde puncl and sajd second neating tay first side panel,
suid base tay fronl side panel and nommal another ol
said expandable partitions said base twy roar side pane]
and normal another of said expandable partitions said
base tray fitst side panel and wormal another of said
expundablo partitions, said hase tray second side panel
and normal unother of said expandable partitions said
first nesting imy front side punel and normal swid
expanable partitions said second nesting tray front
side panel and normal anather of said expandable
partitions, said first nesting truy rear side panel and
normal another of said expanduble partitions, suid
second nesting tray rear side panel and normal another
of said expandable partitions said first nesting tray first
side panel und normal anather of said expundahle
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partitiong said second nesting tray first side punel and
mormal another of said expandable partitions, and two
anpther of said cxpandable partitions in suhstantial
parallel alignmont.

IT. 'Ihe expundsble drawer orpanizer of claim 10, the
expandable purtilion forther comprising o houk attached 1o
the tepmost opposing comer of the heightwise edge of sach
of the first panel und second panel], that secure sajd expand-
able partition o 4 nomal surface.

12, The expandable drawer orpanizer of elaim 11 wherein
suid hook terminates in u head that engages u recess adjacent
ta the recess engaged by the protuberance an each uf the
heightwise edge of the first panel and sceond pavel, the
correspunding, recess from a group consisting of said base
tray fromt side puncl and rear side punel, firet pesting truy
fromt side pacel und rear side panel, second nesting tray front
side panel and rear side pinwed, said hase teny first and second
side pancl, said base tray firat side panel and said first nesting
tray first side panel, said hase tray first side panel and said
second tesling tray first side punel, seid base tray front side
punel and normal another of said expandable purlitions said
buse tray rear side pane! and nonmal another of waid expand-
able partitious, said base tray fimt side panc] and normal
another of said expandzbla partitions, suid base tray second
side patie] and normal another of said expandable partitions,
said first nesting truy front side panel and normal another of
said expandable partitions, said second nesting tray front
side punel and nommal another of suid expandable purilions,
said first nesting tray rear side panel and normal another of
siid expandable partitions, said seoond nesting tray rear side
panel und narma] another of said expandable partitions, sajd
first nesting tray fiest side panel and normal snother of said
expundable partitions, suid sccond nesting tray first side
panel and normnal anather of said expundable partitions, and
two another of suid expandable partitions in substantial
parallel alignment,

13. The expanduble drewer organizer of cluim 9 wherein
said purtiticn iz detachably connectod to at least one of said
base tray, and lirst nesting tray, and said sccond nesting tray
further comprisitg;

a first panel of u given height and length, having at least
onc profberance located on the front and rear side,
wherein the protuberances allernately correspond o
engage # recesz under g generally constent force within
i row located from a group consisting of: suid base tray
front side panel and rear side pancd, first nesting tray
front side panel and roar side panel, second nesting tray
[ront side panel und rear gide panel, suid base tray first
and second side panel, said haro tray first side puncl and
said tirst nesting tray first side panel, said base tray first
side panel and said second nesting tray first side pagel,
said buse tmy front side punel and normal another of
said expanduble partitions, said basc tray rear side
panel and normal another said partitions said base tray
first side panel and noncwl another of gald expunduble
partitions, said baso tray second side panc| and nortwal
anather of sald expandsble partitions said first nesting
tray front side panel and normal said expandable par-
tition, said second nesting tray front side panel and
normal said expandable pantitions said first nosting tray
rear side panel and normal another of said expandabie
partitiony, said second nesting (ray rear side punel and
noemal ancther of said expandeble partition, said fist
nesling tray ficst side pane] and normal enother of said
expandable partition, suid second nesting tuy first side
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panel and nomnal another of said expandable partition,
and twe another of said partitions in substantial parallel

22

proximity of the second mesting tray first side punel
battam edpe, that 1s received by satd ibe, wheraby said

alignment. base tray and tube are slidably engaged by said scennd
14, An expandable drawer organizer for seprepating nesting tvay and rod, wherein at least ane of the
articles within a drawer comprising: 5 indentations is engaged by the protrusjon within said

bore, thereby maintaining the relalive position of said
base truy and sccond nesting tray,
a Jocking mechsmism incorporated into the base tray, first

a buse tray heving a battom panel, a front side punel, u rear
side punel, v first side puncl and 2 second side panel
whaerain, fhe front side panel, rear side pancl, first side

putel und second side panel are atfiked to the respective

edge width; attached to the bottom panel in substan-
tially puralle] slignment to the front and rear edge, in

and second nesting tray for securing the base tray, first

edges of the bolom punel in a sybstantially perpens 1o and sceond nesting tray wherein the base 1ray, first und
dicular fashion, wherein the front side panel and rear secund nesling lray are maintained in a predetermined
side panel are jn substantially porallel ulignment and position, and
udjuined w Lhe fimt side panel and second side punel in al least one partition aflixed to one ol either suid base tray,
a substantially perpendicolor muanner, the first side first and second nesting tray for scgrogating articles
panel and sccond side panel which are in substantially 15 within the base tray.
parallel aliznmenrt, 15, An cxpandable drawer organizer for segreguling
a [irst nesting tray havinyg a butlum panel having a given  articles within u drawer comprising;
length comprising a pange slightly greater Lan the length @ hase tray having u bottom panel, a front side panel a rear
of the base truy o slighlly less than halt of the base tray side pancl, a first side panel and a second side panel
length, and width slightly greater than the base tray, that 20 wherein, the frond side pancl rear side panel, fimt side
will permil the hase tray to be slidablv received in panel and second side panel are ullixed Lo the respective
spaced relstionship, a front side pangl, a rear side punel, cdges of the bottom panel in o subslantially perpen-
and a first side panel wherein, the [ront side panel, rear dicular fashivn, wherein the front side pans] and rear
side panel, and first side panel are afliked lo the side panel are In substantially parallel alignment and
respective edges of the bottlom panel in a substantially 25 adjoined to the first side panel and second side pancl in
perpendicular fashion, wherein the lronl side panc] and i substentislly perpendicular manrer, the first side
rear side punel are in substantially pundlel wlignment panel and secoud side panel which are in substantially
and adjoined to the fimt side pancl in a substantially parallel alignment,
perpendicular manner, wherein the base tray iz received a first nesting tray having a hottom panel having a given
by the first nesting tray, 30 length comprising o range slightly grewter than the
a gecond nesting tray having a bottom panel having a length of the base tray te slightly less than half of the
given length and widih slighily Jarger than the base tray buse Lty length, and width slightly geeater than the
and slightly less than the given length of the first hase tray, that will permit the base tray w b slidablv
nesting tray, that will permit the base tray ta be slidably recelved in spaced relationship, a frone side panel, a
received in spuced relationship, & front side panel, o 35 rcar ride panel, and a Hrst side panel whersin, (he front
rear side ponel, and o first side pane! wherein, the fiont side pancl, rear side panel, and first side panel are
side pancl, rear side panel, and first side panel arc aftixed to the respective edges of the botlom panel in a
affixed to the respective cdges of the hottom pane] in a substantially perpendicular fashion, whetein the front
substantially perpeadicular fashion, wherein the front side punei and rear side panel are in substaatially
side puncl and rear side panel are in substanlially 40 parallel alignment aod adjuined to the first side pancl in
paratlel alignment and adjnined to the first side panel in a suhatantially perpendicular manner, wherein the base
a substantially perpendicular tnanner, wherein the bage tray is received by the finsl nesting tray,
tmy is received by the second westing Lruy, a gecond nestiog tray huving o bottom panel having a
said base tray has at least one tube of a given gauge and given length and width slightly larger than the hase fray
a given lenpth; nct in excess ol the bottom panel front 45 and slightly Jass than the given length of the finst
cdge width, attached to the boltom pancl, in sebstan- nesting tray, that will permit the hage fray 1o be slidably
tially purallel ulignment o the bottom panel front and received in spaced relationship, o fronl side puncl, #
rear edpe, said ube defining a borg and having at least rear side panel, and a first side panel whereit, the front
1wo protrusions; each located at oppusite ends within side panel rear side pancl, and first side pane! are
the bure; 0 affixed to the respective adges ol the botiom pane! in a
said first nesting truy has al least onc rod having a setjes substantially perpendicular tashion, wherein the front
uf indentations, of a piven pauge and longth; nat in side punel and rear side panel are in substantially
excess of the first nesting teay bottom panel [font cdge parallel alignnent und adjnined to the first side panel in
width; attached io the bollom pansl in substantially a suhslantislly perpendicular manner, wherein the buse
paralle] alignment to the front and rear edge, in prox- 5= tray 1s recedved by the second nesting tray,
imity of the [irst nesting tray tirst side panel bollom said first nesting teay has at lesst one lhe, of & given
edge, thut iy received by sald tube, whereby soid buse gauge and length; not in excess of the [irst nesling tray
tray and tube are slidably cogaged by said first nesting bottom panal front edge width; attached to the bottom
triyy und rod, wherein at least one of the indentations is panel in substantiully paralle] alignment ta the front and
engaped by the protrusion within said bore, therchy 6o rear cdge, in proximity of 1he first nesting tray frst side
maintaining the relative position of #aid hase tray and pane] botom edge, said tube defining a bore and having
it nesling tray, at least one protrusion within the hore;
said second nesting ray has 2t feast one rod having u suid second nesting tray has at lenst one tube, of a given
series of indentutions, ula given gauge and fength; not gauge and length; not in excess of the second nesling
in excess of the second nesling tray homom panel front 65 tray boliom panc| front edge width; attached to the

bottom panel in sobstantiully pumllel slignment to the
front and rear edge, in proximity of the sevond nesting
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fray first side panel boftom edpe, said tube having at
least two protrusions located at opposite ends within
the bone,

said base tray has at least one rod having a seres of
indentalions of a given gauge and a given Iongth; not in
exvess of the bottom panel from cdge width, allached
{0 the bottam panel, in substantially parallel alignment
to the hottom panel front and rear edge, that i reesived
by said tube, whereby said base truy und tube ware
slidably engaged by said Hest nesting 15y and rod, und
second nesting tray and rod, wherain at lenst one of the
mdentations is engaged by the protusions within said

5

qa

24

bure, thereby muinlaining the relative position of said
Iaase tray and first nesting tray,

a locking mechanizm incomporated inte the base tray, fiest
unel seeund nesting tray for securing the hase tray, (it
and second nesting tray wherein the base tray, first and
second nesting tray are maintained in a predetermined
position, und

at least aue partition attixed to one of either said base teay,
finil and second neating tray [or seprogating aricles
within the buse tray.

LI T T
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TRENT P. CORMNELL
Divect Dal: 312.377.7862

Email:tcornell@stahlcowen, com

March 20, 2006

V1A CERTIFIED MAIL-RETURN RECEIPT
REQUESTED and U.S. MAIL

- Otho B Ross, Esq.
Muserlain, Lucas and Mercanti, LLP
475 Park Avenue South
New York, New York 10016

Re:  Axis International Marketing, Inc. adv. Lipper International, Tnc.
Expandable Drawer Organizer

Diear Mr. Ross:

Based on your earlicr correspondence with Edawrd Chalfie, Esq., | understand
that you are counsel for Lipper International, Inc. (“Lipper”). If that is incorrect, please
advise me immediately so that | may contact Lipper directly. This law firm represents
Axis International Marketing (“Axis”). Axis is a minority-owned business specializing,
among other things, in the development, importation and sale of drawer expansion
devices. One such item is called “The Expandable Drawer Organizer” (the “Product”).
The Product and other drawer organizers sold by Axis employ a unique patent pending
drawer expansion system.

As you know from your earlier correspondence with Mr. Chalfie, Lipper is
manufacturing, importing, selling and/or offering for sale, without authority to do so,
copies of the Product that incorporate Axis’ unique drawer expansion system. Since your
last correspondence with Mr. Chalfie, Lipper has not only continued to manufacture an
expandable kitchen drawer using Axis’ intellectual property, but Lipper has actually
expanded its line with more products using Axis’ patent pending drawer expansion
system. Indeed, new items with this technology were displayed at the 2006 International
Home & Housewares Show in Chicago. This continued use and expansion has obviously
not gone unnoticed by Axis.
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We remind your client again that a provisional patent covering the Product was
* filed on February 10, 2003 and that was followed up with a Non-Provisional utility patent
application on August 16, 2003. On August 12, 2004, the United States Patent and
Trademark Office issued its Pre-Grant Publication of the patent, No. US 2004/0155564
Al. As you may know, this Publication provides further notice to a party that it is
subjecting itself to potential damages for manufacturing, selling and/or importing an
infringing item. Moreover, Lipper has been on actual notice of Axis’ rights since Mr.
Chalfie first contacted Lipper well over a year ago. Axis will seek additional damages
including, but not limited to, injunctive relief, damages, lost profits and attorneys’ fees
suffered as a result of Lipper’s placement of the item in the marketplace, particularly if
the action is deemed willful-——which Axis will obviously contend given Lipper’s
continued expansion of a product line incorporating Axis’ expandable drawer system
after it werce given notice of Axis’ interests.

Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §154(d), Axis has the right to obtain a reasonable royalty
from Lipper from the time Pre-Grant Publication was made. Absenl an agreement on
royalties, our clients will seek all damages they are entitled to upon issuance of the
patent. Based on previous dealings with Lipper, Axis may be willing to discuss 4 royalty
or licensing agreement, bul only under certain terms and with the express prohibition
from Lipper continuing to expand its line beyond the first arguably infringing product. If
your client wishes to discuss this further, please contact me. Otherwise, please
iminediately contact your client and put them on further notice of Axis’ protectible rights
and advise your client to govern its actions accordingly.

Very pfuly yvour

TPC/jth



