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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS

X
EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION,

Plaintiff, 00"4?]?0 OOC 592 2

0y
V. Epe >, Civil Action No.:JUDGE COAR
2000 :
" MAGISTRATE JUDGE
ROCKINPLANET.COM INC., GERALDINE SOAT BROWN
Defendant.

X

COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

For its Complaint, Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION alleges: O

ey

L. Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION ("Plaintiff EAST-WEST") IS |
an I1linois corporation, having an address of 5343 North Kedzie, Chicago, Hlinois 60%25. S

2. Upon information and belief, Defendant ROCKINPLANET.COMINC. ("Defendant
"RockinPlanet") is a corporation, having an address at 4055 SW Cedarvale Court, Port Orchard,
Washington 98367.

3. This is an action arising under the Patent Laws of the United States, United States
Code, Title 35. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this dispute under 28 U.S.C.
§1338(a). This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendant RockinPlanet because Defendant
RockinPlanet is doing business within this judicial district and has commutted acts of patent
infringement within this judicial district.

4. On January 19, 1999, United States Design Patent No. D404,520 (the "*520 patent™),

entitled "Combination Lighter And Cigar Cutter," duly and legally issued to Plaintif EAST-WEST.

A



Since that date, Plantiff EAST-WEST has been and still is the owner of the ‘520 patent. A copy of
the ‘520 patent is attached as Exhibit A.

5. On June 22, 1999, United States Patent No. 5,913,676 (the "*676 patent"), entitled
"Combination Lighter And Cigar Cutter," duly and legally issued to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Since
that date, Plaintiff EAST-WEST has been and still is the owner of the ‘676 patent. A copy of the

‘676 patent is attached as Exhibit B.

COUNTI
Infringement Of United States Design Patent No. D404,520

6. Plaintiff EAST-WEST adopts and realleges Paragraphs 1-5 as set forth above.

7. Plaintiff EAST-WEST is and has been manufacturing and selling combination
lighters/cigar cutters embodying the invention of the ‘520 patent.

8. On information and belief, Defendant RockinPlanet has been and still is infringing
the 520 patent by making, selling, offering for sale, and using combination lighters/cigar cutters
which embody the invention covered by this patent. On information and belief, Defendant
RockinPlanet has designated item code "RCS AJ2" to the infringing lighter/cigar cutter.

9. Defendant RockinPlanet’s conduct has caused great and irreparable harm and damage
to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Unless enjoined by the Court, Defendant RockinPlanet’s conduct will

continue to cause great, immediate and irreparable harm to Plaintiff EAST-WEST.
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COUNT 1I
Infringement Of United States Patent No. 5.913.676

10.  Plaintiff EAST-WEST adopts and realleges Paragraphs 1-9 as set forth above.

11.  Plaintiff EAST-WEST is and has been manufacturing and selling combination
lighters/cigar cutters embodying the invention of the ‘676 patent.

12.  On information and belief, Defendant RockinPlanet has been and still is infringing
the ‘676 patent by making, selling, offering for sale, and using combination lighters/cigar cutters
which embody the invention covered by this patent. On information and belief, Defendant
RockinPlanet has designated item code "RCS AJ2" to the infringing lighter/cigar cutter.

13.  Defendant RockinPlanet’s conduct has caused great and irreparable harm and damage
to Plaintiff EAST-WEST. Unless enjoined by the Court, Defendant RockinPlanet’s conduct will
continue to cause great, immediate and irreparable harm to Plaintiff EAST-WEST.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff EAST-WEST prays:

Al For an order preliminarily and permanently enjoining Defendant RockinPlanet, its
officers, directors, agents and all those in active concert or participation with it from further acts of
infringement of the ‘520 and ‘676 patents, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §283;

B. That Defendant RockinPlanet be ordered to file with this Court, and serve on Plaintiff
EAST-WEST’s counsel, within thirty (30) days of service of said injunction upon prayer A above,
a report in writing under oath setting forth in detail the manner and form in which Defendant
RockinPlanet has complied with the injunction;

C. For judgment of infringement of the ‘520 and ‘676 patents for Plaintift EAST-WEST

against Defendant RockinPlanet;



D. For an accounting and an award of damages adequate to compensate Plaintiff EAST-
WEST for Defendant RockinPlanet’s infringement of the 520 and ‘676 patents, pursuant to 35
U.S.C. §§284 and 285, along with costs and prejudgment interest for the amount of damages
determined;

E. For an accounting and an award of Defendant RockinPlanet’s total profit for all
articles found to infringe the *520 patent, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §289;

F. That all infringing articles be surrendered to Plaintiff EAST-WEST;

G. Ifitis determined that Defendant’s infringement of either of Plaintiff EAST-WEST’s
*520 and ‘676 patents is willful, fpr an increase of such damages of three (3) times the amount found
or assessed in view of such willful infringement, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §284; and, if appropriate, for

a finding that this case is "exceptional” entitling Plaintiff EAST-WEST to an award of reasonable

attorney’s fees, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. §285; and
H. For such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and equitable.

Respectfully submi

-

“Thomas J. Dong¥ar; 1.D. No. 6195349
Michael B. , 1.D. No. 6206492
BARNES & THORNBURG
2600 Chase Plaza
10 S. LaSalle Street
Chicago, Illinois 60603
(312) 214-8329

Date: September 26, 2000 By:

Attorney for Plaintiff EAST-WEST
TRADING CORPORATION

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED UNDER F.R.C.P. RULE 38

Plaintiff EAST-WEST TRADING CORPORATION demands a trial by jury.

HODMAWMHODMAVCHDS01;78813;1
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Hyun Ki Kim, [ncheon, Rep. of Korea

{57) CLAIM

[ claim (ze omamental desiga for a combination lighter and
cigar vutier, as shown and described,

DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is 3 perspective view of the presenl invention;
FIG. 2 s a froat elevatienal view of the present invention:
FIG. 3 is 2 left side elevational view of the preseat invention:
FIG. 4 s a rear clevational view of the present invention:
FIG. 5 5 a right side clevational view of the present
inventicn;

FIG. 6 5 a wp view of the present invention:

FIG. 7 s a hottom view of the preseal invention;

FIG. 8 s 1 peespective view of the present invention n its
cigar csiing mode:

FIG. 9 is a froat clevational view of the present invention in
its cigar cutting mude:

FIG. 10 is a 1op view of the present invention in its cigar
cutting mode:

FIG. 11 is a bottom view ol the present invention in its cigar
culting mode:

FIG. 12 is a left side clevational view ol the present
invention in its cigar culting mode;

FIG. 13 i a rear clevational view of the present invention in
its cigar cutting mode; and,

FIG. 14 is a right side clevational view of the present
invention in its cigar cutting mode.

The broken lines are shown tor illusteative purposes only
and form no part of the claimed design.

1 Claim, 4 Drawing Sheets
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{57] ABSTRACT

A combination lighter and cigar cutter device comprising a
lighter body adapted 10 create a flame and defining a slot: a
cigar culler slidably engaged with the lighter body and
slidable between a housed position wherein the cigar cutter
is recsived substantially within the slot and 1 cutting posi-
tion wherein the cigar cutter is substaniially outside of the
lighter body, the cigar cutter including 2 cutting knife
housing and a cutting knife; and a spring-biased stop asso-
clated with the cigar cutter adapted 1o releasably lock the
sutting knife housing 10 the lighter hody to prevent the
cutling knife housing from sliking toward the housed posi-
tion whea the cigar cutter is in ihe cutting position and 1o
unleck the cutting knife housing from the lighter body to
permit the cuttiog knife housing to slide from the cunting
position toward the housed posilion. Desicably, the cigar
cutter is substantiatly concealed by the lighter body when
the cigar cutter is in the housed position.

21 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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C()MBtN.—\TION LIGHTER AND CIGAR
CUTTER

BACKGROUND

Combining cigar cutters with lighters is knowa in the art.
Such devices tvpically have awkward configurations.
however, beciuse cigar cutters include cutting cdges and
moving pieces and thus do not complement the shape of
lighters. As a result, such devices may be awkward 1o handle
and use, Additionally, the cigar cutlters ace typically exposed
even when they are not being used. which may present many
probiems. For example, because it is exposed. 3 cigar cutter
encounters moisture, dirt, dust or other undesicable mateer
which will affect the effectiveness as well as the lifespan of
the cigar cutier, Additionally, because it includes at least one
moving part and a cutting edge, a ¢igar cutter olten presents
safety vonverns.

Therefore, it is an object of the present invention lo

provide 4 combination lighter and cigar cutter having a geal

aad compact appearance.

[t is a turther object of the present invention 1o provide a
combination lighter and cigar cutter whergin the cigar cutter
can be slid from a housed position to a cutting position and
can be releasably locked i the cutting position.

[t is a stiil further object of the present inveation 1o
provide such a device wherein the cigar cutter is substan-
tially concealed within the body of the lighter when the cigar
culter is in the housed position.

SUMMARY

In accordance with these and other objects. the present
invention provides a lighter devive comprising: (2) a lighter
body adapted to create o tlame and detining a slot: (b} a cigar
cutter slidably engaged with the lighter body and slidable
between a housed position wherein the cigar cultec is
received substantially within the slot and a cutting position
wherein the cigar cutier is substantially outside of the lighter
body, the cigar cutter including a cutting knife housing and
a cutting Knite: and (¢) 2 stop associated with the cigac cutter
adapted 1o releasably lock the cuting knile housing to the
lighter body to prevem the cutting knife housing from
sliding toward the housed position when the cigar cutter s
in the cutting position z0d to unlock the cutting knite
housing lrom the lighter body when the cigar cutter is in the
culting position to permit the cutting knite housing 1o slide
from the cutting position toward the housed position. The
cutting knite desirably is slidably received by a passage
defined by the cutting knite bousing and adapted to slide
between an open position and a closed position.

The device desirably also ineludes a spring for bissing the
stop 10 cause such releasable lock as the stop passes ouside
of the slot. [n a preferred embodiment, the cutting knite
housing defines a bore receivably engaging the stop, and the
lighter body defines a noteh conligured for receiving the stop
when the cigar cutter is [n the cutting position. The device
may also include a handle portion associated with the cutting
knife and having a Hnger tab, and the notch of the lighter
. body receives the finger tab when the cigar cutter is in the
housed position. Additionally, the cutting knife housing may
deline 2 noteh contigured to receive the tinger tab whea the
cutting kaife is in the closed position. Desirably. the cigae
cutter is substantially concealed by the lighter body when
the cigar cutter is in the housed position.

The lighter deviee in accordance with preferred embodi-
ment of the preseat inveation has a neat and compact

3.913.676
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appearance, and enables the cigar cukter to be slid from the
housed. and desirably subsiantally concealed, pesiien 1o
the custing position in an etfective manner. Because the cigar
cutter is substantially concsaled when not in use, it is not
always exposed to moisture. dirt, dust or other undesirable
matter and, thus. teads to have a longer life than the cigar
cuiters of the priar art devices. Additionally, because the
clgar cutter is substantially concealed when not in use, the
cutting knife is less likely to cause injury than the cutting
knives of the prior art devices.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present inveation and the advantages thereof will
become more apparent upon consideration of the foliowing
detsiled description when taken in conjupction with the
accompanying drawings:

FIG. { is u perspective view of a lighter device having a
clgar cutter in accordance with a preferred embodiment of
the iavention, with the cigar cuiter in a housed position:

FiG. 2 is a perspective view of the lighter device of FIG.
1 with the cigar culter in 3 cutting position, illusirating with
an arrow the direction of movement of the cutting knife of
the cigar cutier between an open position znd a closed
position: :

FIG. 3 is a front elevational view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2. with the cigar cutter in the howsed position.
with the shell of the lghter body illusirated in cross section
to show the cigae cutter and componems of the lighter
mechanism; :

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2 with the cigarcutter in the cutting position and
the cutting knife in the open position and with one of the
housing members of the cutting knite housing, the stop and
the spring removed to illustrate the cutting koife handle
pottion engaged with the other housing member of the
cutting kaite housing:

FIG. 5 is a cross sectioa view (aken along the line 5—S5
of FIG. 3

FIG. 6 is a fragmeniary view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2 illustrating in cross section the cigar cutter in
a utting position aad the cutting knite in an open position:

FIG. 7is an exploded view of the vigar cutter of the lighter
deviee of FIGS. 1 and 2;

FI1G. 8 is a rear slevational view of the lighter device of
FIGS. 1 and 2 with the cigar cutter in the housed position
and with the shell of the lighter body shown in cross section
to illustrate the spacer member and componcats of the
lighier mechanism: and

FIG. 8 is a perspective view af the lever arm of the lighter
mechanism of the lighter device of FIGS. 1 and 2.

DETAILED DESCRIPTICN OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

While the invention may be susceptibie to embodiment in
different forms, there is shown in the drawings, and herein
will be described in detail, specitic embodiments with the
undlerstanding that the preseat disclosure is to be considered
an exemplification of the principles of the invention, and is
not intended to limit the invention io that as illustrated and
described herein. .

FIGS. -9 illustrate a lighter device 10 in accordance with
a preferred embodiment of the invention comprising gener-
ally a lighter body 12 and a cigar cutter 14 slidably received
within a slot 16 delined by the lighter body. The cigar cutter
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14 is adapied 1o stide between a housed position where i is
substantinlly received by the slot 16 and coneeaied by the
lignter hody 2 (see. e.g., FIGS. 1.3, 5 and 8) 2nd 1 cutting
position where it {s substaatially outside of the lighter body
12 and can be used tor cutting a cigar or the like (see, 2.8,
FIGS. 2. 4 and 8). The lighter body 12 includes a lighter
mechanism 20 for creating a lame tor Hahting the cigar or
the like. _

The ilustrated lighter bady 12 turther tacludes a hollow
shell 24, a spacer member 28 housed within the shell 24, 2
bottom member 30. and a head portion 34 having 2 swilch
member 36, The shell 24 includes a rear portion 38 and a
front portion 40, both of which desirably are arcuate. The
front poction 40 of the shell 24 detines an arcuate qolch 42
to facilitate releasable engagement between the cigar cutter
I and 1he lighter budy 12 as hereinalter described. The
spacer member 28 and the shell 24 iogether detine the slot
L6 extemling most of the length of he lighwer body 12 for
slidably receiving the cigar cutter 14,

The spacer member 28 and the lighter body {2 desirably
are conligured so that the cigar cutter 14 s received snugly
within the slot 16 whea it is in the housed position and also
so that the lighter mechanism 20 is suitably housed within
the shell 24 and the head portion 34. [a the iilusteated, tor
example, the spucer member 28 includes a generally fHat
front surface 44 agd a pair of opposed and longiudinalty-
extending side walls 46 extending from the front surface and
further defining the slot 16. The side walls 46, which extend
substantially the entire length of the spacer member 28,
guide the cigar cutter 14 during sliding. The spacer member
2§ also includes a genecally rectanguler step 48 pocicn
adjacent the front surface 44 having a wall 30 extending 10
the front surface further defining the stot 16 for abuiting the
cigar cutler when it is in the closed position. The spacer

member 28 includes a rear surface 52 that desirably is 35

arcuate to complement the arcuate contiguration of the rear
postion 38 of the shell 24 The froot surface 4+ of the spacer
member 28 may include a pair of loogitudinally-extending
ribs 54 to facilitate sliding of the cigar cutter 4.

The head portion 34 may be mounted to the spacer
member 28 in any suitable manaer such as by a plurality of
metal swds 56 or the like. In the illustrated embodiment, one
ul the metal studs 56 extends through the spacer member 28
at the step 48 and through a downwardly extending (ongue
58 of the head portion 34. The other metal stud 56 extends
through a pair of downwardly extending projections 66 of
the head portion 34 zad through an upwardly exiending
projection (not shown) of the spacer member 28 and
between the projections 66, The upwardly ¢xtending pro-

jection of the spacer member 28 may also include 2 boss 5

(alse not shown) abuuting the cigar cutter 14 when itis in the
housed position. Additionally, in the illustrated embodiment,
the switch member 36 includles a tongue 68 slidably received
by a passage 74 defined by an upward projection 76 of the
spacer member 28,

The botam member 30 may be secured 1o the spacer
member 28 in any suitable manner such as, for example, by
2 screw 60 or the like, and may deline a void 62 lor
receivingly engaging an end portion 64 of the spacer mem-
ber 28. The bottom member 30 includes a pair of shoulder
members 70 that define a U-shaped aperture 72 in commu-
nication with the slot L6. The distance between the shouider
members 70 of the bottom member 30 desirably is slighily
less than the distance between the opposed walls 50 of the
spacer member 28 so that the shoulder members can abut-
tingly engage the cigar cutter 14, as hereinafter described. 10
mazintain engagement hetween the cigar cutter 14 and the
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lighter hody 12 when the cigar culter 14 i in the cuiting
pusition. The hattem member 30 may also defioe oae or
more apertures 78 lor use in connection with the fueling or
other operation of the lighter mechanism 20.

‘he cigar cutier 14 comprises a cutting knife housing 80.
a cutting knife 82 slidingly engaged therewith, and a cutting
kaife handle ponion 84 imegral with, and extending rear-
wardly of, the cutting knife. The cutting kaife houstng 80
and cuiting knife handle portion 84 may be constructed of
any suitable material such as plastic or the like. The cutting
knife 32 desirably is constructed of metal.

The cutting knife housing 80 defines an clongated passage
9¢ substaatiaily along its length slidably eeceiving the
cutting knife 82 and a circular hole 92 for receiving a cigar
for cutting by the cutting knife. The cutting knite 82 is
adapted to slide relative to the cutting Koilfe "housing 80
between a closed position (see, ¢.g., FIGS. 1. 3. 5 and 8) and
an open position {see, ¢.g., FIGS. 2, 4 and 6). The illustrated
cutling knife 82 includes 2 cutting edge 96 that desirably
eatends at a slight angle relative t the latiudinal axis ot the
lighter hody 12 10 enhance its cigar cutting ability.

In the illustrated embodiment. the culting knite housiag
80 comprises a pair of housing members £00 and 102 that
are jotned together in any suitable maoaer, such as, for
example, by a plurality of fastencrs 104 The housing
member (00 detines a pair of opposed bosses 108 for
abuttingly ¢ngaging the shoulder member 70 of the bottom
member 30 when the cigac cutter 14 is in the cutting position
o preveat the cigar cutier k4 from disengaging from the
lighter body 12. Each of the housing members 100 and 102
includes opposed longitudinal yuide walls 110 for slidably
engaging opposed side lips 112 defined by the cutting knife
handle portion 84 1o facilitae sliding of the cutting knife 82
relative to the cutting knife housing 80, and a paic of
shovlders 114 restricting further outward sliding of the
cutting knife 82 when the cutting knife is in the open
position to prevent the cutting knife from disengaging from
the cutting knife housing 8 The housing member 102
desirably includes an outer surface 118 that is arcuate 1o
complement an arcuate inaer wall 144 of the [ront porticn 30
of the shell 24.

The cutting knife handle pontion 84 ulso includes g base
120 and a finger tab 122, desirably with a recessed area 124,
to facilitate_manual gripping of the cuiting knife handle
portion 84 to cause sliding of the cutting knife 82. The
housing member 102 defines a noich 130 for receiving the
tnger tab 122 when the cigar cutter I4 is in the housed
position or when the cutting kaile 82 is otherwise in a closed
position. The cutting knife handle portion 84 is contigured 1o
be received by the passage 90 defined by the cutting knife
housing 80. The base 120 of the cutting knife baodle portion
84 is configured to substantially enclose the slot 16 of the
lighter body 12 when the cigar cutter I4 is in the housed
position. Thus. the length of the base 120 desirably is
substantially the same as or slightly less than the distance
between shoulder members 70 of the bottom member 30.

Additionally, the culting knife 82 desirably is adapted 1o
bu releasably locked to the cigar cuticr 14 housing when the
cutiing knife 82 is in the closed position so that the cutting
knife tends to remain in the closed position, In the illustrated
embodiment, for example, the tfront face 132 of the cutting
knile handle portion 84 includes 1 boss L34 that releasubly
engages the housing member 102 of the cutting knife
housing 80 when the cuting knife 82 is in the closed
position.

“Ihe illusteated cigar cutter 14 also includes & stop 140 and
a spring 142 contacting the stop 140 for outwardly biasing
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the siop 140 10 facititie releasable engagement with the
shell 24 10 releasably lock the cigar cutter 14 in the cuning
pusition. Manual pressing of the stop 140 compresses the
sprinyg 142 and enables the stop to disengage from noteh 42
5o that the cigar cutter 14 can be siid within the slot 16
desirably by pushing the base 120 ot the cutting knite handie
poction 84. The inner surface L4 of the shell 24 engages the
stop 140 and maintains it in a depressed position as the stop
140 enters ihe slot 16 and as the cigar cutter 14 moves to its
haused position. The ilustrated stop 140 extends through an
aperture £30 defined by the housing member 102 and
includes a bottom tip 152 to engage a bottom surface 154 of
the housing member 102 and to maintain the stop 140 within
the apecture. The housing member 100 defines a void 160 on
its top surtace receiving the stop 140 and includes a hoifow
column 162 defining 2 chamber 164, The spring 142 is
received within the chamber 64 and within a bore 180
defined by the botiom of the stop 140

The notch 42 detined by the shell 24, the stop L30. the

finger tab 122 and the notch 150 defined by the housing

member 102 of the cutting kaife housing 80 desirably have
complementary configurations. As a result, the Hoger tab
122 can be ceceived by the noteh 42 of the shell 24 whenthe
cigar cutter 14 is in the housed position. and ¢an he reeeived
by the aoteh 150 of the cutting knife housing 30 when the
cuiting knife 82 is in the closed position. Additionally. the
stop L) is received by the notch 42 of the shell 24 10
releasably engayge the shell 24 when the cigar cetter 14 is in
the open positien. 1o the Maswated embodiment, toc

example, the notches 42 and 150 and the engaging portions

of the finger tab 122 and stop 140 have complementary
arcuite configurations.

The cigar cutter 14 in accordance with a preferred
embodiment of the peesent invention operates as tollows,

[nitialty, the cigar cutter 14 is in 2 housed position withinthe

lighter body 12 (e, ¢.g., FIG. 1). [n this position: the cigar
cutter 14 is received substantially within the slot 16; the
cutting koife 82 is releasably lacked in the closed position by
the boss 132; the finger tab 122 is received by the notches
42 and 150 ol the shell 24 and the housing member of the

¥
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cigar cutier 14; and the stop 140 is depressed by the oner

surface 144 of the shell 24,

The cigar cutter 14 <an then be slid to the cutting position
by grasping the fnger tab 122 of the cutting knils handle
portion 84 and pulling the cutting kaite handle portion 84
relative to the cutiing knife housing 80 and the lighier hody
12. As the cutting knife handle poction 84 is pulled: the
cutting kaife 82 iaitially slides outside of the lighter body 12
1o an open posilion and, once the side lips 112 uf the cutiing
knife handle portion 84 contact the shoulders 114 of the
bousing members 100 and £02 of the cunting knife housing
80. the cutting knife housing 80 also slides outside of the
lighter body 12. As the siop 140 emerges from the lighter
body 12, it pops outwardly and is received by the notch 42
of the shell 24 causing engagement of the ¢igar cunter 14 and
the lighter body 12, thereby relcasably locking the cigar
cutter 14 in the cutting position.

Therealler, the cigar may then be inseried into the hole 92
of the cigar cutter 14, and then, by pushing the cutting kaile
handle portion 84 to the closed position, the vigar is cut by
the cutting edge 96 of the cutting knife 82, The stop 140
prevents the cutting koife housing 80 from sliding into the
lighter body 12 as the cutting occurs. To slide the cigar cutter
14 back into the lighter body 12, the stop 140 is manually
pressed and the base 120 of the cuning kaife handle podion
84 pushed uatil the finger tab 122 is received by the notch
42 of the shell 24,
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The lighter mechanism 20 may have :nv suitable con-
struction and may, in accordance with the illustrated
embadiment. be 3 torch-type lighter that s well suited for
tgniting cigars. The illustrated lighier mecaanism 20 com-
prises 1 lighter fuel container 200 received v a chamber 202
delined hy the spacer member 28 for storing lighter fuel, an
igniter 204 for creating a spark, a lever zrm 206 engaged
with the igniter and a valve 208 of the fue! container, and a
torch mechanism 210 housed within the Lighter head portion
34 for emitting tuel for ignition by the spark. The illustrated
torch mechanism 210 emits fuel into a bore 220 delined by
the lighter head portion 34 that extends generally perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis of the lighter device 10. The
valve 208 vl the fuel container 208 is engaged with the wrch
mechanism 210 by a Fuel conduit 222, Additionally, the
tgniter 204 inchrdes a wire conduit 224 thal extends from the
igniter 204 o adjacent the wreh mechanism 2190 within the
bore 220, The wire conduit 224 may be encased within a
suitable proteclive covering and, it desired. may also be
received by a further protective conduit 226.

The illustrated lighter mechanism 20 operates as tollows,
The switch member 36 is depressed, causing the fever arm
206 10 open the valve 208 of the fuel container 200 and
causing the fuel conrziper 1o force fuel ino the torch
mechanism 210 and also causing the igniter 204 to create 3
spark within the bore 220 ol the Lighter head portioa 34, The
fuel emitted by the torch mechanism 210 is ignited by the
spark causing the torch Rame to be emitted out of the bore
220 in a direction generally perpendicular o the longitudinal
axis of the lighter device 10.

The lighter device 10 in accordance with preferred
embediment of the preseat invention has a neat and compact
appearance, and enables the cigar cutter 14 to be slid from
a housed, and desirably substantially concealed, position to
4 culling position in an effective mannes, Because the cutting
knife 82 is substantially concealed whea oot in use, it wends
10 have 2 longer life than the cutting knives of the prior arnt
devices, Additionally, because the cutting knile 82 is sub-
stantially concealed whea not in use. it is less {ikely (o cause
injury than the cutting knives of the prioc art devices,

The toregoing descriprion is for purposes of illustration
only and is nol intended to Hmit the scope of protection
aceorded this invention. The scope of protection is 0 he
measured by the following claims, which sheuld be inter-
preted as broadly as the inveative contrbution permits.

The invention claimed is:

L. A lighter device comprising

(2) a lighter body adapted 10 create 1 flame and defining
a slog;

(D) & cigar cutter slidably engaged with the lighter body
and slidable between a housed position wherein the
vigar cutter is received substantially withia the slot and
2 cutting position wherein the cigar cutter is subsian-
tially outside of the lighter body, the cigar cutter
including a cutting knite housing and a cutting knife
slidably engaged with (he cunting knife housing; and

{¢) a stop associmed with the cigar cwter adapled o
releasably lock the cutting koife housiag to the lighter
body when the cigar cutter is in the cutting position to
prevent the cutting knife housing from sliding toward
the housed position, and to unlock the cutting knife
housing from the lighter body to permit the cutting
knife housing to slide from the cutting position ioward
the housed position.

2. The lighter device of claim 1 further including a spring

for biasing the stop.
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3. The lighter device of claim | wherein the cutting Knite
housing deiines a hore tor receivably eomaging the siop.
4. The lighter device of claim 3 further includics a spring
for biasing the stop,
5. The lighter of claim 1 further including a spring for
outwardly biusing the stop and wherein the lighter body
includes an inner surface detining the siot and adapted 10
inwardly bias the stop when the cutting knife housing is
received within the slot.
6. The lighter device of claim 5 wherein the cuiting knife
housing delines a bore for receivably engaging the siep,
7. The lighter device of claim 1 wherein the lighter body
defines a notch for receivably engaging the stop when the
cigar cutter i in the cutting position.
8. The lighter device of claim 1 further including 1 handle
portion associated with the cetting knife and having a finger
tab.
9. The lighter device of claim 8 wherein the lighter body
detines a noteh for receivably engaging the Heger tab when
the cigar culter is in the housed position.
10. The lighter device of clim 9 wherein the stop is
receivably engaged by the noteh of the lighter bedy when the
cigar cutter is in the cutting posilion to releasably lock the
cutting koife housing to the lighter body.
LL The lighter device of claim 10 wherein the cutting
knife housing defines a noteh for reccivably cagaging the
finger 1ab when the cutting kaite is in a closed position.
12. The lighter device of claim L wherein the cigar cutter
is substantiatly concealed by the lighter body when the cigar
cutter is in the housed position,
13. A lighter device comprising
(a) a lighter bedly adapted to create a Hame and defining
a slot;

ib) a cigar cutter stidably eagaged with the lighter body
and slidable between a housed position wherein the
cigar cutter is received substantially within the slotand
substantinlly coacealed by the lighter body and a cut-
ting position wheeein the cigar cutter is subsiantially
outside of the housing, the cigar cuiter including a
cutting knife housing and 2 cutting keife slidably
engaged with the cutting knife housing and slidable
between apen and closed positions, the cuuing kaile
housing defining a passage slidably receiviny the cut-
ting knife and an apertuce for receiving a cigar when the
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cutting knifc is in the open position and the cigar culler
is in the curting positon:

{<) a stop associated with the curting knife housing
adapted to releasably lock the cutting knife housing 1o
the lighter hady when the cigar cuttee is in the cutting
position 10 prevent the culting knife housing Lrom
sliding toward the housed position, and to unlock the
cutting knite housing from the lighter body 0 permil
the cutting knife housing to slide from the cutting mods
position to the housed position: and

(d) a spring tor biasing the swop outwardly relative to the
cutting knile housing.

I4. The lighter of claim L3 wherein the lighter body
includes an inoer surlace delining he slot and adapted ©
inwardly bias the stop when the stop is within the slot,

L5. The Hghter device of claim 13 wherein the cigar cutter
includes a cutting koife handle portion associated with the
cutting knife and having a finger tab.

16. The lighter device of claim 15 wherein the ligher
budy includes a shell that defines a noteh for receivably
engamng the finger tab when the cigar cutter is in the housed
position. andl for receivably cogaging the stop to releasably
lock the cutting knife housing to the lighter body whea the
cigar culter is in the cutting position.

17, The lighier device of claim 16 wherein the cutting
koife housing delines a notch for receivably engaging the
finger tab when the cigar cutter is in the housed position,

18. The lighter device of claim 13 wherein the cigar cutter
is substaatially concealed by the lighter body when the cigar
cutter is in the housed position.

19, The lLghter device of claim L3 wherein the culling
knite housing delines a bore receivably engaging the stop.

20. The lighter device of claim 19 whercin the stop
includes a lip for maintaining the stop within the bore,

21. The lighter deviee of claim 13 wherein the vigar cutter
including a cutting knife handie portion mounied to the
cutting knife, the cutting knife handle portion includes a
boss for releasably engaging the cutting knife housing 1o
releasably lock the cutting kaife handle portion to the cutiing
knite housing when the cotting kaife is in the closed
position. ‘
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