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COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT AND DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff, After Six, Inc. (“Plaintiff” or “After Six”) for its complaint against
Defendants Lord West (“Lord West”) and West Mill Clothes Inc. (West Mill) (collectively

Lord West and West Mill are “Defendants™) alleges as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

1. This is an action for infringement of United States Letters Patent and arises
under the Patent Laws of the United States, Title 35 of the United States Code. Plamtiff.
After Six is the owner of U.S. Letters Patent No. 6,871,358. Defendants have infringed
directly upon the Letters Patent by making, using, selling and/or offering to sell preknotted

adjustable neckties covered by such Letters Patent.
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JURISDICTION AND VENUE

2. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants, upon information and
belief, by reason of their residence and/or transaction of business in this District, and their

commission of tortious acts of infringement within this District.

3. Subject matter jurisdiction is conferred upon this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C.
§1331 and §1338(a), and 28 U.S.C. §1332 based on diversity jurisdiction since both parties
in this matter are citizens of different states, Delaware and Pennsylvania, and the matter in

controversy exceeds $75,000.00. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391

and §1400.

THE PARTIES

4. Plaintiff After Six is a Delaware corporation having its principal place of
business at 240 Collins Industrial Drive, Athens Georgia, 30601. Plaintiff After Six is the

owner of the United States Letters Patent here in suit.

5. Upon information and belief, Defendant Lord West 18 a company having its

principal place of business at 257 Rittenhouse Circle, Bristol Pennsylvania, 19007.

6. Upon information and belief, Defendant West Mill 1s a New York
corporation having a principle place of business at 57-03 31st Avenue, Woodside, New York,

11377-1266.
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THE ACTION FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

7. On March 29, 2005, United States Letters Patent No. 6,871,358 (the ““358
Patent™) entitled “Preknotted Adjustable Fabric Necktie” was duly and legally issued to After

Six. A copy of the ‘358 Patent is attached hereto as Exhibit A and made a part hereof.

8. For over 100 years, After Six has remained the largest men's formalwear
manufacturer in the United States. After Six has practiced the invention claimed in the '358

Patent by making and selling a preknotted adjustable fabric necktie in accordance with the

'358 Patent.

9. After Six rccently became aware of Defendants’ marketing in the United
States, in direct competition with After Six, of preknotted adjustable fabric neckties in

accordance with the ‘358 Patent.

10. About April 26, 2005, After Six demanded, inter alia, that Defendants cease

marketing such preknotted adjustable fabric neckties.

11.  Despite After Six’s demand, and After Six’s repeated efforts to resolve this
matter, on information and belief, Defendants have ighored After Six’s demands and efforts
and have continued to manufacture, sell and offer to sell preknotted adjustable fabric neckties
in accordance with the ‘358 Patent in the United States without authority from After Six and,

therefore, directly infringes the patent in violation of 35 U.S.C. §271(a).

12,  Defendants’ actions constitute a willful and deliberate infringement of the
‘358 Patent and, upon information and belief, Defendants will continue to de so unless

enjoined by this court.

§00736372.1}
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13.  Upon information and belief, Defendant Lord West and Defendant West Mill

are acting alone and in concert with respect to the aforesaid complained of activities.

14.  Defendants’ acts of infringement, especially their acts of willful and deliberate
infringement, have caused and continue to cause After Six irreparable injury for which it has

no adequate remedy at law.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff After Six prays as follows:

a. that United States Letters Patent No. 6,871,358 be adjudged valid and
enforceable;

b. that Defendants be adjudged to have infringed United States Letters

Patent No. 6,871,358;

c. that Defendants’ acts of patent infringement be adjudged to be willful

and deliberate;

d. that Defendants, their officers, agents, servants, employees and
attorneys and any and all persons in active concert or participation with them be preliminarily
and permanently enjoined and restrained from infringing United States Letters Patent No.
6,871,358,

e. that Defendants be ordered to pay pre-judgment and post-judgment

interest on the damages awarded against them,

f. that Defendants be ordered to account for and pay to After Six the

damage sustained by After Six due to Defendants’ infringement of United States Letters

{00736372.1)
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Patent No. 6,871,358, but in no event less than a reasonable royalty pursuant to 35 U.S.C.

§8284 and 289;

g that After Six be awarded tts costs and attorney's fees pursuant to 35

U.S.C. §285; and

h. that the Court grant such other and further relief as it deems just and

proper under the circumstances.

DEMAND FOR TRIAL BY JURY

After Six demands a trial by jury on all issues that are triable by a jury.

Dated: January 27, 2006
New York, New York Respectfully submitted,

By: /
RobgffieFaber (RF 7020)
Dodiglas A. Miro (DM 2533)

OSTROLENK, FABER, GERB & SOFFEN, LLP

1180 Avenue of the Americas

New York, New York 10036

Telephone: (212) 382-0700
Facsimile: (212) 382-0888

Attorneys for Plaintiff
After Six, Inc.
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FIG. 2A
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FIG. 2B
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FIG. 6
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PREKNOTTED ADJUSTABLE FABRIC
NECKTIE

This is a conlinuation of applicalion under 37 CFR
1.53(b) ol privr application Ser. Ne. 09/873,685 filed on Jun.
4, 2001 now UL.8. Pal. No. 6,421,835 which is 2 CIP of Ser.
No. 09/789,425 filed Feb. 21, 2001 now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The prosent jovention relates generally to preknotted
adjustable neckiies and, more particularly to a preknotted
adjustable necktie formed of fabric matesizl and containing
no rigid materials.

leretafore, necklies were tied each time they were worn.
When a necklie is ticd and untied, the area where the knot
is formed oflen becomes wrinkled or distorted. In addnion,
the user scldom ties the same knot cach time, leading 10
misshaped knots. There have been at least two solations to
these problems: the clip on necktie, and the necktie having
a pre-tied knot which fits asound lhe user’s neck and is
adjuslable by a means of a slidable zipper. Such neckties are
described in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,898,698, 4,656,672, 4,807 887
and 5,048,127, These patents generally disclose a koot
portion with a rigid plate member and a neck loop with a
zipper sewa in slidably attached to the knot portion to adjuss
the size of the loop o fit around a user’s neck. However,
these pre-tied necktics use rigid materials in the knot and
zippers which tend to break, are uncomforiable 1o wear and
tend 1o looscn during use.

SUMMARY

The preseal invention provides a preknotted adjustable
necktic comprising 2 ficst outer tic portion having a froat

wide flap scgment integral with a knot scgment with an 3

opening therethrough; and a second inner tie portion having
an adjustable neck embracing loop extending through Lhe
opening in said knol segment, wherein the first ouler tie
portion and the second inner tic portion are formed of fabric
material and contain no rgid materials.

The present invention also provides a process for forming
ihis prekootted adjustable neckiic by: formivg from 2 fabric
material the first outer tie portion as an elongated tic shaped
strip and a second inmer tie portion as a neck embracing
loop; folding a top section of the first ouler tie portion 1o
form a knot cover folded over an inner koot part; attaching
the cornezs of the knot caver together Lo form an aval shaped
lower end of the kuol segment wilh an opening therethrough
and a bow shaped top end of the knot segment; and mnserting
the sccond inaer tie portion through the opening in the lower
end of the knot segmenl.

BRIEF DESCRIM'TION OF THE DRAWINGS

Same embodiments of the inveation will now be
described in greafer detail, with reference to 1he accompa-
nying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 is a fromt view of a preknotled adjusiabie necktie
according to the invenlion.

F1G._ 2 is a rear view of the preknotted adjustable necktic.

FG. 2a is a partial rear view of the knot segment area of
FIG. 2.

FIG. 2B 15 a rear view of an alternative embodisment of (e
preknoted adjustable necktie wherein vne end of the reck
embracing fook is attached 1o the back of the koot segment
and the other end extends through the opening in the knot
segrmemnt.
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BlG. 3 is a fron view of the process step wherein pallern
has been cut lor forming the slongated tie shaped strip.

FIG. 44 is a front view of the process step wherein the
edges of the pattern of FI1G. 3 have been sccured together.

FIG. 4 is a from view of the process step wherein the
stitched pattern of FIG. da has been turned inside out to form
the elongated tie shaped strip of the firsl outer e portion.

FIG. 5 is a partial rear view of the process step wherein
it top part of the first outer tie portion is folded over and
secured 0 2 lower parl of the outer lie portion.

FIG. 5a is a front view of a guide fabric sirip.
FIG. 6 is a partial from view of the process step wherein
# longiludinal dimple is created in the outer tic portiodg.

FIG. 7 is a partial rear view of the process step wherein
a guide fabric strip is attached to the back of the inner kuot
part.

FIG. 8 is a from view of the ncek embracing loop.

FIG. 9 is a partial rear view of the process step wherein
a neck embracing loop is inserted into the formed guide
toop.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF T1IE
INVENTION

Referring 1o the drawings FIGS. 1 and 2 the preksoticd
adjustable necktie 1 has a first outer lie portion 2 having a
front wide Aap segment 3 integral wilh a kaot sepment 4
with an opening 5 thercthrough. The front wide flap scgment
3 is integral with the knot segment 4 by being made from a
single picce of fabric. A second inner tie portion 6 having an
adjustablc neck embracing loop 7 extends through the
opening 3 in the knot segment 4. The knot segment 4 has a
triangelar shaped front face with a bow shaped top end 8 and
an aval shaped lower end 9 with the opening 5 therethrough.
The neckiie also has a guide loop 10 attached to the hack of
e top end of the knot segment 4 (ie. to inner knot part 13)
for guiding the neck embracing foop 7 through the opening
5 ia the knot scgment.

Referring 1o FIGS. 1, 2 and 5-11 the knot scpment 4 is
folded from a top section 11 of the first ouler tie portion 2
to form a knot cover 12 folded over an inper knot part 13 and
wherein the comers 14 of the knot cover 12 are altached
logether to form the oval shaped lower cnd @ of the knol
segment 4 with an opening 5 thercthrough and a bow shaped
top end 13 of the knot segment 4. As shown in FIGS. 6 and
7 a longitudinal dimple (crease) 15 is formed by slitching the
fabric together below the top section 11 of the fitst outer 1ic
portion 2. Preferably the comers 14 of the koot cover 12 are
attached together over the dimple 15. Preferably the top
section 11 is a folded tap part of the ficst owter tie portion 2
with he folded over part being attached as per stitches 16,

Referring to FIG. 2 the opening 5 in the knot segment 4
and the guide loop 10 are sized to smugly fit the meck
cmbracing loop 7 thercthrough in order to allow for maneal
adjustment of the position of the knot segment 4 on the neck
embracing loop 7 whereas olherwise the koot segmeat is in
& secure position on the neck embracing loop. Preferably the
guide loop 16 is of a non slip fabric (eg. an elastic or rough
matetial) 10 kelp maintain the koot segment in a securc
position after adjustment. In one embodimcnt as shown in
FG. 2 the lower ends 18 of the neck embracing foop 7 are
secuted together with the guide loop 10 having two paths for
the neck crabracing loop 7 1o pass through. Tn a second
emhodiment as shown in FIG. 2b one ¢nd of the neck
embracing loop 7 is secured 23 (eg. stitched) to the back of
the knot segment 4 (inner koot part 13) 2ad the other end 18
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of the neck embracing loop 7 exicads through the guide loop
10 and theough the openiug 5 in the knot segmem 4, The
necktic can also have a label foop 17 attached 1o the nner
side of the fron! wide Bap segment 3 which is used 10 secure
the loose lower end 18 of the neck embracing loop 7. The
label loop 17 commonly will have a trademark of ihe
manufacturer or designer printed thercon (herein the regis-
tered trademark AFTER SEX is depicted).

Referring 1o FIGS. 1-9 a process is provided for forming
the preknotied adjustable acckiic 1.

The fisst step involves forming from & fabric material the
first outer tie portion 2 25 an elongated tie shaped strip 19
(see FIG. 4) and a second inper tic porticn as a neck
embracing loop 7 (see FIG. 8). The elongated tie shaped
steip 19 is formed by cutling a pattern 20 (sce FIG. 3) from
the fabric material then folding the patiern 28 ie half with (ke
paitemn side of the fabric facing in, then securing the edges
2} together and stilching 21a to provide form (sce FIG. 4a}
followed by trning the shaped strip 19 of FIG. 44 inside out
and pressing 10 provide the shaped strip 19 of FIG. 4.

To provide bulk and form o the knol segment preferably
the top section 11 is formed by folding over a top part of the
first outer tic portion 2 and securing the folded part o a
tower part of the outer tic portion by stitching 16 to form the
top seclion 11 (see FIG. 5).

As shown in FIG. 6 to provide a desirable appearance to
the knot segment preferably a longitudinal dimpte (crease}
15 is created below the tap scction 11 of the onter tie postion
2. This dimple is secured by slitching the fabric togetber, At
this point the guide loop 14 can be altached to the inncr knot
parl 13 by stitching the outside edge of a piece of guide
fabric sirip 22 {see FIG. 7) 1o the back of the top sectior 11.
For the cmbodiment shown in FIG. 2 the neck embracing
foop 7 is mserted into the guide koop or for the embodiment
shown in FIG. 26 one end of the neck embracing loop is
secured 23 1o the back of the knot segment 4 {inner knot part
L3} with the other ipserted into the guide loop. Then the
guide loop 10 is formed by atiaching inner sections of the
guide fabric sirp 22 1o the innce koot pari 13 o create the
guide loop k0 having two sougly fitted paths for the neck
entbracing loop to pass through as in FIG. 2 or one path as
in FIG. 2b.

The knot segment 4 is completed by folding the top
section 11 of the first outer tie postion 2 10 form a knot cover
12 folded over an inner krot part 13 and attaching the
corners 14 of the kaol cover 12 tugether over the dimple 15
to form an oval shaped lower end 9 of the koot segment 4
with an opening 5 therethrough and 2 bow shaped wop end 13
of the koot segment 4.
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it should be understood that the order of the process steps
can be varied to produce the prekootled adjustable fabric
uecklie. For example, the guide loop 10 can be insested after
the knot cover 12 is falded over the inner knot part 13, ar the
guide toop 10 can be formed and then the neck embracing
loop 7 is inserled, {ullowed by stitching the ends of the neck
embracing loop together (as in FIG. 2) or slilching one end
to the inner knot part 13 (FIG. 25).

What is claimed is:

1. A prekpotted adjustable necktie comprising: a first
outer tie porlion having a front wide flap segment and a knot
segmenl with an opening therethrough; and a second inncr
lic portion having an adjustable neck embracing loop

; extending through the opening in said knot segment,

wherein (he first cuter lie porlion and the second inner tie
portion are formed of fabric material and contain no ogid
matesials, wherein there is 2 longitudinal dimple below the
lop section of the firsl outer portion and the koot segment is
attached over the dimple.

2. Neckiic of claim 1 wherein the knol segment has a
wiangular shaped front face with a bow shaped 1op cad and
an oval shaped lower end with the opening through 1he oval
shaped lower end.

3. Necktie of claitm 2 further comprising a guide loop
attached to a back of the top end of the knot scgment for
guiding the neck embracing loop through the opening in the
lower end of the koot scgment.

4. Necktic of claim 3 wherein the knot segment is a knot
cover folded over an jnner keot part and wherein the knol
cover is attached together to form Lhe oval shaped lower end
of the koot segment.

5. Necktic of claim 3, wherein ends of the neck embracing
fvop are secured together,

6. Neckiic of claim 3, wherein one ¢nd of the neck
embracing loop is atiached 1o the back of the koot segment
and the ether end extends through the guide loop and the
opening in the lower end of the knot segment.

7. Necktie of claim 1 wherein the opening in the knot
segment and 1he guide loop are sized to snugly fit the reck
cmbracing loop therethrough in order to ailow for manual
adjustment of the position of the knol segment on the neck
cmbracing loop whereas olberwise The knot segment is in a
secure position on the neck embracing loop.

8. Necktie of claim 7 wherein the guide loop is comprised
of a non slip fabric.

9. Necktic of claim 7 further comprising a label loop
attached to an inner side of the front wide lap segmcnl.




