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B. THE PARTIES 

5. Plaintiff Vellata is a Delaware limited liability company with its principal 

place of business at 310 N. Westlake Blvd., Suite 120, Westlake Village, California. 

6. On information and belief, defendant Ciena is a Delaware corporation 

with its principal place of business at 1201 Winterson Rd., Linthicum, Maryland.  

7. Ciena does business in this district. Ciena also committed and continues to 

commit the acts alleged to be patent infringement in this district.  

C. THE PATENT IN SUIT 

8. On July 3, 2007, the United States Patent and Trademark Office (PTO) is-

sued Patent No. 7,240,290 (the “‘290 Patent”) entitled “Telephone Call Initiation 

Through an On-line Search.” (Exhibit 1). 

9. On February 24, 2009, the PTO issued Patent No. 7,496,858 (the “‘858 

Patent”) entitled “Telephone Call Initiation Through an On-line Search.” (Exhibit 2). 

10. By assignment, Vellata is the sole owner of the ‘290 and ‘858 Patents and 

therefore has the right to sue for past and current infringement. 

11. The ‘290 and ‘858 Patents are valid and enforceable. 

12. The ‘290 and ‘858 Patents describe and claim marketing and advertising 

systems and methods through which a user accessing a web page conducts an online 

search on a merchant’s web page. The systems and methods cause a hit list to be dis-

played in response to the search. The merchant’s web page display includes a link 

which, when activated, causes a telephone call to be initiated between the merchant 

and the user. 

D. CIENA PATENT INFRINGEMENT  

13. Ciena owns and operates an advertising and marketing information web 

site at ciena.com for its products and services. When a user conducts an online search 

at ciena.com for products that Ciena sells, the systems and methods cause a search to 

be made using ciena.com. The systems and methods generate responsive hit lists of 

products that pertain to the user’s search. The ciena.com web page includes a “Click 
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To Talk” hyperlink within or adjacent to Ciena’s product listing. Clicking on the hy-

perlink causes a telephone call to be initiated between Ciena and the user’s designat-

ed phone. Accordingly, Ciena’s actions infringe at least one of the claims of the ‘290 

patent. 

14. Ciena displays ad information for many different products. Upon infor-

mation and belief, Ciena provides information to its ciena.com website to include 

when a user performs a search on Ciena’s website (http://www.ciena.com). When a 

user conducts an online search at ciena.com for products, the system and methods 

cause a search to be made using ciena.com. The ciena.com web page includes a 

“Click to Talk” hyperlink within or adjacent to Ciena’s product listing. Clicking on 

the hyperlink causes a telephone call to be initiated between Ciena and the user’s des-

ignated phone. Accordingly, Ciena’s actions infringe at least one of the claims of the 

‘858 patent.  

15. Through the aforementioned website, Ciena has been and now is directly 

and indirectly infringing the ‘290 and ‘858 Patents. That is, Ciena has been and con-

tinues to infringe the patents by making, selling and using systems and methods em-

bodying the patents.  

16. Vellata has been damaged by Ciena’s infringement in an amount presently 

unknown. In addition, Ciena’s continued infringement will irreparably harm Vellata. 

17. Vellata has no adequate remedy at law.  

H. RELIEF REQUESTED 

Wherefore, Vellata requests that this court: 

18. Declare that the ‘290 and ‘858 Patents are valid and enforceable; 

19. Declare that Ciena infringes the ‘290 and ‘858 Patents; 

20. Enjoin and restrain Ciena and its officers, agents, servants, employees, and 

attorneys, and those persons in active concert or participation with them who receive 

actual notice by personal service or otherwise from infringing or aiding, inducing or 

abetting the infringement of the ‘290 and ‘858 Patents; 
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Exhibit 1 
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Exhibit 2 
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