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~— FILED __.__ ENTERED
——LODGED_.. __ RECEIVED

MAK 12 2004 DJ

AT BLATILE
CLERK U5, DISTRICT COURT
WESTERN DUSTRICT OF WaASHINGTON

by DEFLTY

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON

AT SEATTLE
MOTION WATER SPORTS, INC., ) -
LV 526
Plaintiff, } N 4 -
)
V. )  COMPLAINT FOR
Y DECLARATORY JUDGMENT
RAVE SPORTS, INC., )
) JURY DEMAND
Defendant. )
}

Plaintiff, Motion Water Sports, Inc. for its Complaint states and alleges as follows:
NATURE OF THE ACTION

l. This action is for a Declaratory Judgment under 28 U.5.C. §§ 2201-2202
declaring thal United States patent number 6,659,914 (“the '914 patent™) is invalid for
failure to comply with various provisions of the United States Patent Law, 35 U.S.C. § 1 &«
seq.

2. 'this action is also for a Declaratory Judgment that Plaintiff docs not
infringe any valid claim of the *214 patent by making, using, selling, offcring to sell, or
importing water trampolines, including without limitation products sold under the

trademarks BOUNCER and SUPER BOUNCER.

04-CVAA0526-CMP

Davis Wright Tremaine 111
- . ) —— ., - .. L.AW OFFICER
CDnlplalllt— ] 0 Cgitucy Square - 150l Fourth Avenue
Suenitle, Waxhinglon 11T 143K
SEA 14768491 657 16-1 (205 523-3150 - Fax: (208) RJA-FAUG
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THE PARTIES

3. Motion Water Sports is a corporation organized and cxisting under the Jaws
of the statc of Washington and having a place of business in Redmond, Washington.

4. On information and belief, Defendant Rave Sports, Inc. is a corporation
organized and cxisting under the laws of (he state of Minnesota and having a place of
business in Vadnais Heights, Minnesota. On information and belief, Defendant vegularly
and systematically conducts business in this judicial district.

JURISDICTION AND VENUFE.

5. There is an actual controversy between the partics with regard to the
noninfringement of the *914 patent. A reasonable apprehension of a suit for infringement
of the *914 palent has been created by Defendant or by those acting by or for the
Defendant with respect to Plaintiffs ability to make, use, sell, offer to sell, and import
water frampolings currently sold by Plaintiff under the trademarks BOUNCER and SUPER
BOUNCER.

6. This Court has jurisdiction over Plaintiff’s claims pursuant to 28 U.8.C. §
1331,

7. Venue is proper in this Judicial District under 28 U.S.C. § 1391,

PLAINTIFF AND ITS BUSINESS

8. Plaintiff, a Washington corporation incorporated in 2003, designs, devclops,
manufactures, and sells a variety of watersporls equipment, including water skis,
wakeboards, inflatable products such as waier trampolines, and accessories for use in
watersports. Many of the products manufactured and sold by Plaintiff are marketed under
the O’BRIEN trademark, which was obtained by Plaintiff from its prior owner, Farth &

Qcean Sports, Inc. (“EOS™.

Cravis Wright Tremaine LLP
Law OFFICRS

- .
Lomplalﬂt— 2 2600 Century Square - 1481 Fourth Avanue
Suntdle, Waslunglan #&101-1634

SEA 1476849v] 65716-1 (ZORLAZZ-T150 - Tax: L200Y G216
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Q. Before December 27, 2000, EOS developed, imported into the United
States, publicly displayed in the United States, and offered for sale 4 waler trampoline
known as the Bouncer. ™

10.  In September of 2000, EOS publicly displayed its Bouncer™ water
trampoline and offered that product for sale at an indusiry trade show in Orlando, Florida.

11.  Atthe Orlando, Florida trade show, a representative of Defendant saw and
inspected the Bouncer™ water trampoline displayed by EOS after Defendant’s
representative entered the EOS display booth.

12. By October 12, 2000, at least fifty of thec Bouncer™ water trampolines were
manuiactured and imported into the United States. True and correct photographs of the
EOS Bouncer™ product taken in Oclober of 2000 are attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

13.  The Bouncer™ water trampolines displayed by EOS at the industry trade
show in Orlando, Florida in September of 2000 and imported into the United States in
October of 2000 were essentially identical in structure to the water trampolines currently
manufactured, sold, offered for sale, and/or imported into the United States by Plaintiff
under the BOUNCER and SUPER BOUNCER trademarks.

DEFENDANT’S PATENT

14. On December 27, 2001, Thomas M. Plante filed patent application number
10/033,344 (“the *344 application™) with the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(“the USPTO™} seeking a patent for a “Springless Bounce Apparatus.”

15.  On information and belief, the fact that EOQS displayed its BOUNCER™
water trampoline at the industry show in Orlando, Florida in 2000 was not disclosed to the
USPTO during prosecution of the "344 application.

16.  On information and belief, the fact that Defendant’s representalive had scen

and inspected EQS’s BOUNCER™ water trampoline at the industry show in Orlando,

Daviz Wright Iremsine 11E
. LaW (}FFICRR
CO]Tlpli.llT'lt— 3 2600 Cenlury Syuare « 130] Fourth Avanue
- Seattle, Wazhington 98 [01-16kh
SEA 1176818y 1 637 16-1 (206} 622-1150 - Fan: (2U0) 028-T0i9
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Flarida in 2000 was not disclosed to the USPTO during prosecution of the "344
application.

17.  Oninformation and belief, without having all facts relevant to patentability,
on December 9, 2003, the USPTO issued the *914 patent, titled Springless Bounce
Apparatus to Mr. Plante and/or 1o Defendant Rave Sports, Inc. On information and belief,
all nghts, title, and intcrest to the "914 patent is assigned to Defendanmt Rave. A truc and
cotrect copy of the *914 patent 15 attached hereto as Exhibit 2.

18.  On information and belief, David P. Clark and perhaps others invented a
water trampoline before Mr. Plante invented the invention disclosed in the *914 patent.
Mr. Clark’s invention is described and claimed in United States Patent No. 6,508,682,
which issued from an application filed before the filing date of the 344 application.

DEFENDANT'S THREATENING ACTIVITIES

19.  O’Brien Inlernational, Inc. is, on information and belief, a Washington
corporation. Defendant has threatened to sue and has sued O’Brien International, Inc. for
infringement of the *914 patent based on O’Brien International, Ine.’s alleged sale of
Bouncer and Super Bouncer producis. Defendant has sent copies of both the thicats to sue
O’Brien International, In¢, and the filed Complaint against O’Btien International, Inc. to an
cmployce of Plaintiff, thereby creating a reasonable apprchension on PlaintifT"s part that
Defendant will initiate an infringement action against Plaintiff because of its manufacture,
sale, use, offer for sale, or importation of water trampolines sold under the BOUNCER and
SUPER BOUNCER trademarks. While Plaintiff owns and uses the O’'BRIEN tradcmark
for use with certain goods, it is not related to O’Brien Intemnational, Inc.

20.  There is an aclual and justiciablc controversy concerning whether Plaintitf

infrinpes any valid claim of the '914 patent.

Duviy Wright Teemaine LLP
. . LAY QBIICEY
anplmnt_ 4 20 Clemwary Sguare - 1381 Faurlh &veus
) Scatthe, Woshington 88 10H-16RE
ETA 14768491 65716 (20R) 22080 Fux (200) 15 TAUY
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COUNTI
Declaration of Invalidity of U.S. Patent No. 6,659,914

21.  Plaintiff realleges the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 20 as if tully sct
lorth herein.

22.  The claims of the *914 pateni are invalid and/or unenforceable due to
Defendant’s failure to comply with the statutory requirements of Title 35 of the United

States Code, including without limitation, 35 U.8.C. §§ 102(x), 102(b), 102(f), 103, and/or

116.
COUNTH
Declaration of Noninfringement of U.S. Patent No. 6,659,914
23.  Plaintiff realleges the allegations of paragraphs 1 through 22 as if fully set
forth herein.

24.  Plaintiff does not infringe any valid claim of the '914 patent by making,
using. selling, offcring for sale, or importing its BOUNCER and SUPER BOUNCER water
trampolines.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Plaintiff Motion Water Sports, Inc. prays for judgment against
Defendant Rave Sports, Inc. as follows:

A. That the Court issue a declaratory judgment that United States Patent No.
6,659,914 is invalid and/or unenforceable;

B. That the Court issue a declaratory judgment that Motion Water Sports, Inc.,
and its distributors and customers have not and do not infringe any valid claim of United
States Patent No. 6,659,914 by making, using, sclling, offering lor sale, or importing into
the United States water trampolines sold under the BOUNCER and SUPER BOUNCER

trademarks;
Dravis Wrighl Tremaine 140
H Law Qrrus
C(}mplamt—-- 5 26 Conlury $quare - 1501 Fennth Avenue

. Fvan e, Woshingron YRI0]-16RH
SEA 1470844y 1 57 15-1 {208} $22-3 1530 - Fau {106} 618-7699
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C. That the Court declare (his action “exceptional™ and award Plaintiff its
attorneys foes and costs under 35 U.S.C. § 285;

D. That the Court enjoin Defendant and its officers, agents, servants,
cmployees, and atiorneys and all other persons in active concert or participation with any
of them [rom asscrting that Plaintiff, its distribulors, and/or customers infringe any rights
of Defendant under United States Patent No. 6,659,914 or any related patent or patent
application; and

L. That the Court award Plaintiff such other and further relief that this Court
may deem just and equitable.

JURY TRIAL

Plaintitf Molion Water Sports, Inc. hereby demands a trial by jury for all issues 50
triable,

DATED this 12th day of March, 2004,

Davis Wright Tremaine LLP
Attorneys for Plaintifl Motion Water Sports,
Inc.

WY

Brian G. Bodige, WSBA#22414
E-mail: brianbodine@dwt.com
Jill M. Ballo, WSBA #32877
jillballo@dwt.com

2600 Century Square

1501 Fourth Avenuc

Scattle, WA 98101-1688
Telephone: (206} 622-3150

Fax: (206) 628-7699

Davis Wright Tremaine 1.L1°
. 1.4%W DFFINES
Compl ainkl— 6 3ot Century Squarg + 1301 Fourth Avenue
- Seautlu. Washinglon 98 1i1-1563%
SEA 1476849 65T16-1 {200) 6Z2-3 150 - Fox; (206) 62B-T499
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1
SPRINGLESS BOUNCE. APPARATUS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENITON

‘The jnvention relaies to maiplsining a mat oo 2 bonnce
apparanes.

Trampulises are avuilable in various comstructions. Some
wampolings inclode metal [rames fur snpport of the tram-
potine on tand. Other trampulines are capable of floating oo
waler and typically include a contituons floatable tbe for
supparling ihe trampoling, Regardless of the support
configuration, the wanipoline useally incindes a trampaking
mat attsched to a metal frame through meta) springs, The
metal sprinps hold 1he wampoling hat tawghe ad provude
addiiional bounce o the user of the rampaline.

Trampotines aré alse comstructed withoyt springs for
bolding the trampoline mat. $uch trampolines are refermed to
as “springless trampolines. ™ One springless trampoline con-
struction inciudes an inflated 1ube, an zpron sttached w the
tube, individual loops of woven webhing siiiched w il
apron and a trampoline mat that inciudes individual lonps of
wirven Webbing stitched to the rampoline mat, The (ram-
poline mat is sccured 10 the tube by placing the trampoline
mul luops and the apron loops in an alternating, relationship
with npe paother, lweding a cord through the alterpating
apron luups and mal lowps, end tightening the cord (o fix the
frampoling mal in place,

SUMMARY

lo one aspect, the invention [ealures 4 briunce apparatis
that includes a continous lnflatable support, an apron
sllached to the support, the sprop includmg g sheet having
4 plurality of aperiures, the sheet being folded over upon
itself 10 form a plurality uf loops, 3 mal that includes loops,
aikl & cord passimpe through the apron ks atrd the mat loops
to seoure ihe mal to the support. In one embodiment, the
£0rd alternatcly pawses through ae apeon loop and a mal
oo, In ancther embxwlimicnt, the apron loops fmterdigitace
with the mat loops,

In ather cmbodiments, the conlivuous inflatable suppori
in¢tmfes a wbe, Tn ame omboditoent, the wbe includes
segments. la snother embodiment, a mat loup is present at
the union between twe scgments of the ube. In some
embodiments, the aprom includes 3 plurality of segments, at
least onc of the sspments including a phurality of the loups.
In e embelinents, the spron segmenis are substsniislly
straipht,

In ape embodimen, adjacent apran segments ate atlached
together to foem a union. In some embodindepts, a upion of
the aprun scpments exiends gernss a wnion of lube scpments.
1n other eibodiments, each segment of 1he apron is attached
0 # segment of the wbe,

In sonse¢ emhadimcits, the aperices of the sheet form
sreuate valleys between adjueent apon leops. In one
embodinent, the arcuate valleys inchide elliptical arcs. In
other embodiments, the apeures of the sheet are at loast
partially defined by substantially straight sidewalls,

lir ouber embodiments, the continuous support defines &
shape selectel Iron the group consisting of cicele, triangle,
square, recltangle, hexagan, ootagen and decagon.

o some smbodimenis e mal. defines A shape selecied
from the group consisling of eircle, trianple, syuar,
recrangle, hexapon, octagon and decagon.

n one embodiment, the mat loups 2re anached near the
peripheral edpe of the mat,

15
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Tn another smbodiment, the aprun idcludes 4 frst material
and the inflztable support includes & seoond material, the
firsd materia! being the swne as the second material, Tn other
cmbxdiments, the apron and the lnps inchude a polymer
impregnated woven maierial, Ip sore embodiments, the
apron and the loops include potymer selected from the group
consisting of pulyvinylehlodde and polyarctiane.

In another embodiment, the invention Jeatures a bounce
apparatus thal includes a) a contnusus supporl delining, an
opening, the support inchiling a segmented inflatable tube,
) an apron atiached to 1k support, the apron including
sepments lormed of & shoet having apenures, the sheel beiog
fulded gver tpon itsell to form a plitality of loops, €) a mat
extending across the vpening defined by the continuous
support and including loops and d) a comd passing theouph
the apran loops and the mat loops.

In another aspect, the invention features 8 bounce appa-
1215 thal includes 3 sppport, an apron aitached fo the
support and fnclueding 2 shoet that s apertures and that has
Lecn folded over wpon itself io form a piurality of hops, a
mat that wcludes loops, and a coed pessing through the
apron loops and the mat loops 1o seoure the mat fo the
supporl. In one embodiment, the support iocludes a metal
framme. T other eotbodiments the suppurt 15 faatable,

The ipvention foalures a bounce apparatus that cap float
an water and that ncludes a mat oo which advlts and
children can play, bounce, jump dand rest. The Howice
apparatus can be constructsd to be frec of rigid elements
such 28 the melal frame and spriogs that are ofien tsed 1o
hold mats in bounes appatatuses such as wampolines.

The unitary nalure of the transition apron and the aprao
loops of the bounce apparatus provide a unique mechanism
for aftaching the mag o thie suppart. The apron ¢nables ibe
mat o cxperience a yniform foree dlong its perimoter that
allows the mat to lie flat withowt wrinkles o hulges,

The unitary apron and zproo luep construction alse
enables the formation of a aumber of loops in a4 singls
welding operation, which roduces the oumber of mapulac-
Inring, Sieps regilited o produce each loop relative o &
process that requires each loop to be individually stitehed to
Ihe apron. The use of substantially straight apron segments
provides a smouvth array of apron kops that Ke Bat and do
nol exhibit bunching or pleating.

Other features of the Inventior will be apperent from the
following description of prefermed embodimeats thereu!, ami
from the claims.

TRILY DESCRUFIION OT THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a buunce apparatus
gecordiag {0 one cmbodimerit,

FIG. 2 i5 a top view uf the bounce apparatus of PIG. 1.

TIG. } is an colarged lop view of a segmeat of the
trapsition apron and mat of F16G. 1.

Fit+ 4 is an eplarged fop view of the wamsilion apron of
FIG. 1,

FIG. 8 is the back view of the transition apran of FIG. 4.

FIG. & 15 a top view of a sheel [ur forming the fransilion
aprop of FIC. 5,

FIG. 7 is a plan vigw of a second emhodiment of 4o apran.

FI1G. 8 is ¢ plan vicw of an untolded sheer used 1o forp
the apron of FIG. 7,

FIG. 9 i3 2 top view of a bounce apparaius having aa
apron according to a third embodiment.

L5, 18 35 perspective wiew of a sceond embodiment of 2
hounce apparatus.
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FIG. 11 is a view of the apron takep in cruss seetjon along
ling 1—1 of IIG. 10.
FI(i. (2 i5 5 cutaway top view of a poclion of the [rume
of the bounce apparatus of FIG. 10.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIGS, 1-6 illustrate a bouace apparatus 10 (hat includes
a support 12, an apron 16 atlached to a support 12, s mai 18
extending across the openmg, defined by the support 12, and
a cord 20 that alicmalely passes throigh loops 24 extending
from the mal 18 apd laops 22 on the apron 16 1o seewrs the
mat 1o the support 12.

The support 12 65 4 comtiouous e thet jpeledes a
mumber of adjscent tube seuments 12a-124 joincd tegather.
The contipuons tube 12 includes walls extending down
through the whe 12 st the union 40 of two adjacenl wbe
sepmichts L2a—124 10 define the tube segments 124124 and
to isolate the tube sepmenls 120124 from one another.
Allemnatively, at least one passape can exisl between at least
rwo adjacent mhe segients, ¢z, 1@ permil the fow of air
there bebween of the continugus whe 12 can be a sinple
CONtiNuDus sEEment.

The apron 16 includes a number of scgments 16616k
banded 1ngether 1o form a continuos apeon 16. The union
46 between twe aprom sepicnts is fomied by overlapping a
portion of two adjacent aprm segmems snd (hormally
welding, the scgments togcther.

The apron segmenls 16a-# are consbructed from a sheet
2% folded over upon itsell at the fold line 33 and welded 10
iself (se¢ weld 48) 10 form the loops 22 through which the
cord 20 passes. The sheet 28 includss & number of clliptical
apertures 30 spaced a distance apart from euch other. The
aperiures cua be of A varkety of shapes but are preferably
arcudle. When the sheet s folded uver wpon wself, the
pottions 32 of the shoet 28 that extend betwecn twa aperivre
20 form the apron loaps 22 and the aperiures 30 form valloys
34 between (e apron loops 22, The valleys 34 provide a
space for receiving the luope 24 of the mat 18, The valleys
34 are prefecably hemi-elliptical (o Lagilitate even disiribn-
tion of siress on the upron 16 and (be apron loups 22, The
keading edgc 36 of the shect 28 i wolded 1o the imerjor
surface 44 of the base xrtion 38 of the shoet 28 W fix the
laoopes 22 jp place oo the apron 16,

Each apron segment 16a-16# is bonded (0 2 comrespond-
ing tube sepment 124-124 through a weld 48, The apron
wegmenls 16z-164 are pogitioned oo the lube segmenis
120-12# such that the union 46 of two adjacent apron
segments 162 and 166 comespondds to the union 40 of two
achacent whe segments 12¢ and 125 The apron segments
164—164 are dimensioned 1o substantially couform i the
penctal shape defined by the wbe 12, the mat 18 or a
combingtinon thereof, For example, the lube contgcting edge
vl the apron segnent prefersbly follows the pencral path,
ey, Clrvature, of the wbe segmeot in the arca of comlact
tetwern the apron ssgmen! and the tube, and the foop
conlaining cdge preferably follows the general path of (he
side edpe of the mat with which it s assmuisted. For an
apparalus baving tube scgments that are substaptially
straight and 3 mal with substantially straight sides, for
example, ihe aprom segments are preferably substamially
straight. By confonning 1o the genceal path defiocd by the
fube and the mat, the apron segments pull with a more
unifor foree on e inat aod thereby crable the mat to be
maintained generally tat, ¢.g., free of bulges, buckles and
wrinkles,

The apron 16 and the e 12 can be made from 1he same
ur different matetial, Prelerably the apron and the tube arc

15
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capable of bwing bonded to each other by welding, c.g.,
therina] welding, but may be altached wbrough vaoows other
mechapisms including e.g., olher bonding methuds
including, &5, sonic weldiog, adhesive composition i
combigations thercof, and meehanical methods ingluding,
c.g., stitching, stapling and mechanical fasteners including,
&g, gromiets and snaps, and combioations thereof.
Examples of uselv] spron and lube metenials inclide thor-
moplastic resin imprepnated wovein webs including, &.g.,
polyvinyl or polyvrethane impregnued woven webs.

The various components of Lhe bounce apparatus have
been deseribed as being altached to each vlher through a
wald, Allernatively, the componenks can be ailached 1o cach
iher uzing sny suitable altachment melbod including, e.g.,
other bonding, mcibods (e.p., sanic welding, adhesjve com.
positicy apd combipations thereof), mechsnical methods
{c.g., stitching, stapling and mechanical fasteners including,
€@ grommgts and snaps), and combinations thereof,

Various materials are suilsble for mat I8 jgcfuding, ¢.£.,
woven welbs, conveational trampoline mate znd resilien
webs, The mat is depicted ax actagonal. Other usetul mat
shapes include, € ., 3 cireh: and a polygon including, ¢.g.,
triangle, square, reclangle, hexagon and decagon.

The periphery of ibe mat 18 inclvdes vatwardly exieading
lops 24 that are attached 1o the mat 18 by stitching 26.
Allergately, the loops can be construcled 85 2 single unii
with the mat ar attached asing other mechanical and adb-
sive bonding mechanisms. ‘The mal loops 24 arg dimen-
sioned to be positioned within the valleys 34 between twa
adjacent apeon loopk 22 such that the mal loops 24 and the
aprog loops 22 interdigitate, ‘The wat loops 24 also extend
into valleys 34 positioned at the naion 40 belwesn 1w apron
segments 1he—16A For muts 18 having mmuitiple straight
sides, the presence of a valley 34 and a mat Joop 24 at Lhe
aprom daeot HY caables the foroe on the aar 18 oy be more
uniformly applied 10 the mat 18, Uselul mat loop matcrials
inelude, ¢.g., woven webs and polymer impregnuied webs,

The bounce apparalus can be eonstoucted o be floalahle
on 4 bady of water and 10 provide a deck surface for
supporting humaa beings in a varcty of activities including,
¢.2., sunning, resling, playing, and jumping.

Otber embodiments are within the ¢luims. Although the
stippont = depicted a5 octagonal, it may heve varions shapes
inclading, ey, vircle and polygon, &.p., trangle, squar,
rectangls, bexagon, and deeagon. The apparalus can also
include an encasement, eg., a polyvinylchlorde impreg-
aated woven fabre, surronpding the tube 12 or twbe seq-
ments.

F1GS, 7 und B llustrate an cmbodiment of the apron T
ihat i5 formed trom & sheet 72 that includes individual sicips
74 spaced apant From one anotber by longitudingl aperleres
76. The sirips 74 are continyous with and exiend from a base
powtion 78 ol the sheet 72" The individual strips 74 are folded
over uped themselves amd attached 0 to the base portion 78
of the shect 72 1o form the apron loops B2 for receiving the
qord.

FIG. @ illustrates an embodiment of 1he bownce apparatns
90 in which the apron 96 inciudes apron leops 222 at the
ugion 40 of 1he mbe segmenls $2q-424.

FIGS. 10-12 fllusteate an cmbadiment of the bounce
apparatus 110 that includes a support 112 thal is meral or
auother rigid aiaterial. The support 112 inedudes a frame 114
for suppuriing the mat 118 of the bounce spparaius 130 amd
legs 120 extending from the frame 114 to support the mat
118 above Lhe surface on which the bovnes apparatus 110 is
pusitioncd. An apion 122 ig attached to the Gramc 114
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thecugh a frame-receiving passage 124. The trame-receiving
passape 124 is formed by folding the labrc of the apron 122
upon ibsell and scewring the Cabric in place. The trame-
teceiving passage 124 is disposcd al the and of the apron 122
that is oppasite the end of the apron 122 that iocludes the
loups 124 for receiving the cord 128, The apron 122 includes
a nuaber of scgments 1224 sach joined together to form &
conlinuus apron 122 ankl each including a frsme-receiving
passage 124 'The frame 112 includes bular segments 130
that pass through the frame-receiving passages 124 of the
apron 122 and that are joined together through conneclors
132 thal are positioned ip the aperture beiween each apron
segmenl 1224, ‘1w tubular segments 130 of the frame 114
fre comnected ta each other iov fiyrm a contimunys frame 114,
The apron 122 is coanected to the mat 11% via a cord 128
passing through loope 134 on the mat 118 and loops 126 on
the apron 122 as described in previous embadiments,

What i claimed is:

L. A bovoge apparalus comprising:

a vonlinuous inflatable support,

an aprom atfached to said support, zaid apron comprising

a sheel compiising a plorslity of apertores, said sheet
being, folded over upom itself to form a pluralily of
loops;

& mat comprising loops; and

& cord passing through said aproo loops and said mal

loops to maintain #aid mial in relation o said support,

2. The bounce apperatus of claun 1 whergin seid cord
alternately passcs thraugh an apren loop and a mat loop.

3. The bounes apparatus of claim 1 wherein safd apron
loops interdipitale with said mat leops.

4. The bounce apparatus of claim 1 wherein said contiou-
nus inflalzble supporl comprises @ tulwe.

5. The bounee apparatis of claim 4 whersin said lwhe
COmprises sagments,

6. The haunce apparatvs of claim 4 whersin & mat loop s
prescot al the union between two segments of said tube.

7. 'I'w bownce apparatus of claim 4 wherein said apron
owmprises & plurslity of segments, &t least one of said
seyments comprising e pluralily of said leops,

K. The bonace apparatus of claim 7 whetein said apron
segmenls are substantially straight.

9. The bownce spparatus ol claim 7 wherein adjacent
aprom sagments arc attached together 1o form a unicn.

1. The bounce spparalus of claim 7 wherein & umion of
saitl apron scpmoents cxtending across 2 unjon of said wbe
sepmenls,

11. 'I'he bounce spparalus of claim 7 whersin cach sop-
ment of said aproq is atsched to 2 sepment of said whe.

12. The bounce apparatus of claim 1 whercin said eper-
tures of said shoet fomm arcuste valleys botwegn adjacent
aprom loogs,
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13, The hotnce sppamabus of claim 12 wherein said
arensle valleys comprnse slliptical arcs.

14. The bounce apparalus of claim ¥ wherein said aper-
tures of said sheet are at least padially defined by substan-
tially straight sidewalls,

15. The bounce appacatos of claim 1 wherein said am-
tinuous sypporl Jelures a shaps selected from the grouyp
consisting of circle, triangle, square, reclangle, hexagon,
octagon and decugon.

16. The hewnee apparatus of claim 1 whetein said mat
defines i shape sclected from the group comsisting of circle,
triangle, square, rectangle, hexugon, octagon snd decagon,

17. The bounce apparaius of cfaim 1 whereln said mat
loops arc attached ocar the peripheral odge of suid mat.

18 The bounce apparatus of claim 1 whersin said apron
conprises o first matcrial and said inflatable support com-
prizes a second malerial, said figst material being the same
as said sgcond matsrial.

1%, The hounce apparatus of claim 1 whergin said apron
aml said loops comprise & pulymer impregnated woven
maicrial.

24, The bounce apparatus of claim 1 wherein said apron
and said loops comprise pulyiner scleeted lrom the group
conzisting of polyvinylchloride and polyurcthans,

21. A bounes apparatis COMprising:

a) a contiouous support defining an apening, said support

comprising a segmented inflatable lhe;

b a0 apren altached to said support, said apron eompris-
ing sepments comprising 4 shect having upertusecs, said
sheet being folded vver upon itself 1o [orm a pluralily
al loops;

¢) 2 mat exlending a¢rozs said apening, siid mat com-
prising Joups; and

d) a cord passing through said apron loops and said mat
loops,

22, A bounce apparaius comprisng;:

» suppoil;

an apren altsched to sald supporl, said apron comprising
a sheet comprising aperlures, said shect being folded
over upon isclf o form a plurality of Joops:

a trampuline mat comprisiug loops; amd

a cord passing through said apron lnops apd said Lram-
poline mat loaps o maintain seid mat in eelation to swid
supporl.

28, The bouoce apparatus of claim 22, wherein sald

suppoet is flostahle.




