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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT N |
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS Y )i/ §

BASTERN DIVISION [30107 g v = ANDERSEN:y

OLE K. NILSSEN and
Plaintiffs, Civil Actlon No. st
v. JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

UNIVERSAL LIGHTING TECHNOLOGIES

FILED

Defendant. ~
Fex oy gy A

R e g g

 MICHASL W. DOBBING
COMPLAINT BLERK, U.8, DIBTRIGT bounT

Plaintiffs, Ole K. Nilssen (“Nilssen”) and Geo Foundation, Ltd. (“Geo
Foundation™), by their undersigned attorneys, complain of Defendant Universal Lighting
Technologies and allege as follows:
i. This Complaint comprises a single count for patent infringement.
A. Jurisdiction and Venue
2. Jurisdiction arises under 28 U.S.C. §1331 and 28 U.S.C. §1338(a).
3. Venue in this Court is proper pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §1391.
B. The Parties
4. Plaintiff, Ole K. Nilssen, is a domiciliary, and therefore a citizen, of
Florida.
3. Plaintiff, Geo Foundation, is a not-for-profit corporation incorporated in

the Cayman Islands, British West Indies.
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6. The Defendant is Universal Lighting Technologies (“Universal”), a
Delaware corporation with its principal place of business in Nashville, Tennessee.

7. Defendant has been, and is currently, in the business of making and selling
clectronic ballasts. Defendant sells electronic ballasts products throughout the United States,
including locations within the Northern District of Illinois.

8. Defendant’s sale and offer for sé.le of electronic ballast within the Northern
District of Illinois shows continuous and systematic contacts by Defendant within the Northern
District of lllinois.

9. In addition, Defendant’s selling and offering for sale electronic ballasts
within the Northern District of Illinois establish minimum contacts and these contacts were made
by purposely availing itself of the privilege of doing business within the Northern District of
Illinois.

10.  Defendant’s selling and offering for sale electronic ballasts within the
Northern District of Tllinois gives rise to and is related to Plaintiffs’ cause of action for patent
infringement.

11.  Exercising jurisdiction over Defendant in the Northern District of Illinois
‘s consistent with traditional notions of fair play and substantial justice.

C. Background

12, Ole K. Nilssen is in the business of identifying, formulating plans for
developing know-how and technology for, and implementing (via license agreements) promising
new business technologies in the field of electronics, including electronic ballasts.

13. Nilssen is the inventor and owner of United States Patent Nos. 4,698,553;

4,819,146; 4,882,663; 4,928,039; 4,963,795; 5,047,690; 5,189,342; 5,214,356; 5,341,067,
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5,402,043, 5,404,083; 5,416,386; 5,432,409, 5,446,346, 5,446,347; 5,471,118; 5,479,074
5,481,160; 5,510,681; 5,550,439; 5,621,279; 5,710,488; 5,710,489; 5,736,819; 5,757,140,
6,002,210; 6,121,733, 6,211,619; and 6,472,827 (“the patents-in-suit” or “patented inventions™),
respectively attached hereto at Tabs 1-29.

14. Geo Foundation has been an exclusive licensee of the patents-in-suit since
January 1, 2000, with an exclusive right to license others.

15. Geo Foundation, Ltd. has authorized Nilssen to negotiate patent license
agreements on 1ts behalf as a prospective licensor of the patents-in-suit and Nilssen has
negotiated on behalf of Geo Foundation, Ltd.

16.  The electronic ballasts that Defendant manufactures and sells infringe on
each of the 29 above-identified patents,

17.  Oninformation and belief, Defendant has had knowledge of these patents
since sometime after their issuance and has knowingly and without justification infringed on
these patents.

18.  Plaintiffs have the right to bring suit with respect to the patents-in-suit.

19. Defendant has made, used, and sold and continues to make, use and sell
electronic ballasts embodying the inventions claimed in each of the patents-in-suit and will
continue to do so unless enjoined by this Court.

20.  On information and belief, Defendant has wilifully infringed and continues
to willfully infringe each of the patents-in-suit.

21.  Inthe United States, purchasers of electronic ballasts made and sold by

Defendant have used in the past and continue to use the electronic ballasts in combination with
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other components, including power sources and fluorescent lamps, thereby infringing one or
more of the patents-in-suit.

22.  On information and belief, each electronic ballast made and sold by
Defendant was designed to be used in connection with a power source and one or more
fluorescent lamps.

23.  On information and belief, Defendant knew of one or more of the patents-
in-suit at all relevant times before selling electronic ballasts to said purchasers.

24. Defendant has manufactured, used, offered for sale, and sold electronic
ballasts that constitute a material component of one or more of the patents-in-suit and which have
no substantial use other than as an infringement of the patents-in-suit, and Defendant continues
to do so.

25. On information and belief, Defendant knew and intended that purchasers
of Defendant’s electronic ballasts use the electronic ballasts in combination with other
components, including power sources and fluorescent lamps, so as to infringe one or more of the
patents-in-suit.

26.  On information and belief, Defendant has actively induced purchasers of
Defendant’s electronic ballasts to use the electronic ballasts in combination with other
components, including power sources and fluorescent lamps, so as to infringe each of the
patents-in-suit.

WHEREFORE, Plaintiffs pray that judgment be entered against Defendant:

(a) awarding damages and prejudgment interest to Plaintiffs under 35 U.S.C.

§284;
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(b)  preliminarily and permanently enjoining Defendant from making, using or
selling electronic ballasts embodying the patented inventions;

(c) preliminarily and permanently enjoining Defendant from contributorily
infringing and inducing the infringement of the patented inventions;

(d) increasing Plaintiffs’ actual damages under 25 U.S.C. §284;

(e) awarding Plaintiffs reasonable attorney fees under 35 U.S.C. §285; and

(H) awarding such other relief as the Court deems proper.

Respectfully submitted,
L]
Date: February 13, 2003 W
Harry J. Rop/er /
Raymond N. Nimrod
John E. Titus

David R. Bennett
ROPER & QUIGG

200 South Michigan Avenue
Suite 1000

Chicago, Illinois 60604
(312) 408-0855

Attorney for Plaintiffs
Ole K. Nilssen
Geo Foundation Ltd.
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