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Plaintiff PWP Industries (“PWP” or “Plaintiff”) for its Complaint against
Defendant Inline Plastics Corp. (“Inline Plastics” or “Defendant”) alleges as

follows:
I. THE PARTIES

1. Plaintiff PWP is a Delaware corporation having a principal place of

business at 3751 Seville Avenue, Vernon, California 90058.

2. On information and belief, Defendant Inline Plastics is a Connecticut
corporation having its principal place of business at 42 Canal Street, Shelton,
Connecticut 06484.

3. On information and belief, Defendant regularly conducts business
within this Judicial District by shipping products into this Judicial District, and by
maintaining sales and distribution facilities in this Judicial District.

I1I. JURISDICTION AND VENUE

4. . This is an action for declaratory judgment in a case of actual

controversy between Plaintiff and Defendant arising under the Declaratory
Judgment Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 2201 and 2202, and the United States Patent Laws,
35 U.S.C. § 100, ef seq.

5. There is an actual controversy within the jurisdiction of this Court
concerhing Plaintiff’s liability for the alleged infringement of United States
Letters Patent No. 7,118,003 (“the ‘003 patent”). This Court has subject matter
over the claims for declaratory judgment pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and
1338(a).

6. Defendant is subject to the personal jurisdiction of this Court.

7. Venue is proper in this Judicial District pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §
1391(b)-(c).

III. GENERAL ALLEGATIONS

8. Defendant claims to own rights in the ‘003 patent, entitled “Tamper

Resistant Container with Tamper-Evident Feature and Method of Forming the

-1-
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Same.” A copy of the ‘003 patent is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

9. Defendant has alleged, and continues to allege, that PWP infringed
the ‘003 patent by, among other things, selling and offering to sell certain
plastic containers.

10.  Plaintiff disputes these allegations.

11. Thus, there exists an actual controversy between Defendant and
Plaintiff concerning the alleged infringement of the ‘003 patent.

IV. CLAIM FOR RELIEF—DECLARATORY JUDGMENT OF
NONINFRINGEMENT AND/OR INVALIDITY |
12.  Plaintiff repeats and re-alleges each and every allegation set forth

in this complaint as if fully set forth herein.
13.  Plaintiff has not and does not infringe any valid claims of the ‘003
patent.
14.  Plaintiff seeks a declaration from this Court that Plaintiff has not
and does not infringe any valid claims of the ‘003 patent.
PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff prays for a declaration and judgment in its favor

against Defendant for the following relief:
A.  For an Order declaring that Plaintiff has not, and does not, infringe
the ‘003 patent;
B.  For an Order declaring that the ‘003 patent is invalid;
C.  For an Order declaring this case exceptional pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
§ 285, and awarding costs and attorneys’ fees to Plaintiff;
/1]
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D.  For such other and further relief as this Court may deem just and

proper.

Respectfully submitted,
KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP

Dated: /e [, 2099 By:./’gﬁ;%%

Steven J. Nataupsky

Michael K. Friedland
Stephen W. Larson
Attorneys for PWP Industries

7330753
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(57 ABSTRACT
A tamper-resistant container with tamper evident feature
which includes a cover portion defining a outwardly extend-
ing peripheral flange, a base portion defining an upper
peripheral edge, and a hinge joining the outwardly extending
peripheral flange with the base portion. The upper peripheral
cdge includes an upwardfy projecting bead extending sub-
stantially about the perimeter of the base portion that is
configured to render the outwardly extending flange of the
cover portion relatively inaccessible when the container is
closed. The hinge includes a frangible section, which upon
severing, provides a projection that extends out beyond the
upwardly projecting bead of the upper peripheral edge of the
base portion, for facilitating removal of the caver portion
from the base partion to open the cointainer.
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TAMPER RESISTANT CONTAINER WITH
TAMPER-EVIDENT FEATURE AND
METHOD OF FORMING THE SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION(S)

The subject application claims the benefit of prority to
US. Provisional Patent Application No. 60/489,693 filed
Jul, 21, 2003, the disclosure of which is herein incorporated
by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

i. Field of the Invention

The subject invention is directed to containers and pack-
agiong, and more particularly, to containers and packaging
that incorparate lamper-resistant and tamper-evident fea-
tures.

2. Background of the Related Art

Disposable containers for packaging, distributing, dis-
playing or otherwise housing consumer items, especially
perishable foods, are becoming increasingly important. His-
torically, perishable products had to be brought to market
and sold guickly before exposure to the atmosphere caused
the products to Jose their freshness.

The advent of plastics resulted in many products being
wrapped or packaged in plastic, both in the form of flexible
plastic bags and solid plastic containers. The use of plastics
in the modem-day convenience food industry has signifi-
cantly improved the “shelf life” of pershable products,
allowing both merchants and their customers to store the
products for longer periods of time, resulting in substantial
savings. .

It has been found that consumers like recloseable pack-
ages, particularly for comestible products, especially in
circumstances where more than one serving of a comestible
product is contained therein, in order to reduce drying out or
other deterioration of the comestible food product. In addi-
tion, consumers prefer to visually inspect the food product
within such containcrs prior to purchase. Thus, fabricating
containers from clear sec-through plastics is desirable. For
example, packaging provided for bakery goods or agricul-
ture products has often been in the form of clear, plastic
clamshell packaging, because, among other things, such
clear, plastic clamshell packaging, provides a homegrown,
beked-on-the-premises image which grocery refailers have
found to be especially appealing to consumers.

Typically, plastic containers will incfude a fairty rigid lid
and base, although they may be subject to some amount of
flexure. The lid provided must be capable of properly and
effectively sealing the container, yet the container must be
constructad so that the lid is relatively easy to remove, and
even replace, since it is expected that the container and lid
would normally be reused.

In addition to the aforementioned consumer design pref:
erences, it is desirable to fabricate containers that include
features which either deter unauthorized tampering or
clearly indicate whether unauthorized tampering has
occurred, or both. These tamper-resistant/evident features
typically include structural elements which, when the con-
tainer is tampered with or opened without authorization,
enable the consumer to easily visually recognize such tam-
pering so that the product can then be rejected. Such
tamper-resistant/cvident clements arc important for, among
other things, deterring theft and preventiug the loss of
product and income for the seller, as well as instilling

2

consumer confidence in the integrity of the contents within
the container and confidence in the ability of the seller
and/or manufacturer to provide and maintain quality goods.

Thus, there is a compelling interest in the development of

S contaipers having consumer-preferable design elements,
such as recloseabitity features which are reliable and easy to
operate, along with lamper-resistantevident {eatures that
deter tampering and clearly indicate whether tarmpering has
occurred, and which are also roliable without being burden-

18 some fo the legitimate consumer. Accordingly, the present
invention is directed o a container that meets these needs.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

15 The present invention mcets the aforcmentioned nceds,

while also improving upon and solving problems associated
with previous containers by providing, among other things,

a tamper-resistant container with tamper evident feahires

(also referved to hereinafier as a “tamper-resistant/evident”

20 eansainer) that includes a cover portion defining a outwardly
extending peripheral flange and a base portion defining an
upper peripheral edge. The upper peripheral edge of the base
portion includes, al least in parl, an upwardly projecting
bead extending substantially about the perimeter of the base

25 portion. This bead is configured and dimensioned to render
the outwardly extending flange of the cover portion rela-
tively inaccessible when the container is closed.

The container can further include a hinge joining the
cutwardly extending flange of the cover portion with the

30 base portion. The hinge preferably includes a frangible
section, which upon severing, provides a prajcction that
extends out beyond the upwardly projecting bead of the
upper peripheral edge of the base portion to facilitate
removal of the cover portion from the base portion. Prefer-

35 ably, the frangible section of the hinge is delimited at least

i part by a pair of substaatially parallel score lines, and

more preferably, is further delimited by a plurality of spaced
apart notches, depressions or nicks associated with the score

Tines.

In another embodiment, the container includes a skirt
which depends downwardly from the upper peripheral rim
of the base portion. Preferably, the hinge extends from the
lower edge of the skirt to the outwardly extending flange of
the cover gortion.

The present invention is also direcled to a tamper-resis-
tant/evident container that includes a cover portion dcfining
a oulwardly extending peripheral flange, a base portion
defining an upper peripheral edge and a hinge joining the
5o outwardly cxtonding flange of the cover portion with the

base portion. This hinge also defines a frangible section,
which upon severing, provides a projection that extends out
beyond the upwardly projecting bead of the upper peripheral
edge of the base portion, for facilitating removal of the cover

55 portion from the base portion 1o open the container,

In another embodiment of the aforementioned tamper-
resistant/evident container, the upper peripheral edge of the
base portion includes an upwardly projecting bead extending
substantially about the perimeter of the base portion which

0 is configured 10 render the cutwardly extending flange of the
cover portion relatively inaccessible when the container is
closed.

The aforementioned container preferably includes a skirt
which depends downwardly from the upper peripheral edge

65 of the base porlion, so that the hinge extends from a lower
edge of the skirt to the outwardly extending flange of the
cover portion.

2
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~ The present invention js also directed to a tamper-resis-
tant/evident container that includes a cover portion defining
a ontwardly extending peripheral flange, a base portion
defining an upper peripheral edge forming at least in part an
upwardly projecting bead extending substantially about the
perirneter of the base portion and configured to render the
outwardly extending flange of the caver portion relatively
inaccessible when the container is closed, and a hinge
joining the outwardly extending ffange of the cover portion
with the base portion, the hinge defining a frangible section,
which upon severing, provides a projection that extends out
beyond the upwardly projecting bead of the upper peripheral
edge of the base portion, for facilitating removal of the cover
portion from ths base portion to-open the container.

The aforementioned container can also include a skirt
which depends downwardly from the upper periphersl edge
of the base pottion. Preferably, in this embodiment, the
hinge extends from a lower edge of the skirt to the outwardly
extending Nunge of the cover portion.

1z another embodiment of the aforementioned container,
the projection that extends out beyond the upwardly pro-
jecting bead of the upper peripheral edge of the base porticn
includes patterned sections to facilitate gripping thereof. It is
also preferable that, upon severing the frangible section, the
prujection that extends out beyond the upwardly projecting
bead of the upper peripheral edge of the base portion further
includes tabs for facilitating removal of the cover poriion
from the base portion ta open the containcr.

These und other aspects of the present invention will
become more readily apparent to those having ordinary skill
in the art from the following detailed description of the
invention taken in conjunction with the drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

So that those having ordinary skill in the art to whick the
subject invention pertains will more readily understand how
to make and use the tamper-resistant/evident package dis-
closed herein, cmbodiments thereof will be described in
detail below will reference to the drawings, whercin:

FiG. 1 is a perspective view of a tamper-resistant/evident
container constructed in accordance with the present inven-
tion in an exemplary circular configuration having a hase
portion and cover portion connesled to each other by a hinge
having a frangible section;

FIG. 2 is a side view of tho container shown in FIG. 1,
illstrating in particular the hinge having a frangible section
or strip, and a suitable location for indieia 10 he printed
thereon;

FIG. 3 is a partial top view of the container shown in FIG.
1, illustrating in particular the hiage baviug a frangible
scction or sirip and projection assaciated therewith that
extends beyond the upwardly projectirg bead associated
with the upper peripheral surface of the base portion;

FIG. 4 is a partial cross sectional view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, taken along line 4—4 of FIG, 2, illustrating
in particular the hinge having a frangible section and upper
and lower projections or arms extending from the cover
portion and base portion of the container;

FIG. 5 is a partial cross sectional view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, taken along tine 5—5 0[ FI1G. 8, illustrating
in particular the configuration of the base portion and the
structural elements that facilitate a releasablefrecloseable
engagement with the cover portion;

FIG. 6 is a partial cross sectional view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, taken along line 6—6 of FI1(3. 8, illustreting
in particular the configuration of the cover portion and the

f
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structural elements that facilitate a releasable/recioseable
cngagement with the base portion;

FI1G. 7 is a partial cross sectionsl view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, taken along line 7—7 of FIG. 4, illusirating,
in particular the configuration of the base portion and cover
portion when the container is closed and including the
structural elements that facilitate a releasable/recloseable
engagement between the base and cover portions; ‘

FIG. 8 is an exploded perspective view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, illustrating in patticular the operative
association between the cover portion, base portion and
frangible section;

FIG. 9 is a side view of the container shown in FIG. 1, in
which the frangible section has been removed, iliustrating
the manner in which the cover portion is scparated from the
base portion and the upper and lower projections or arms
associated with the cover and base portions, respectively;

FIG. 10 is a partial perspective view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, illustrating in particular the manner in
which the upwardly projecting bead on the hase portion
physically prevents access to the outer edge of the cover
portion, making it difficult to scparate the cover portion from
the base portion;

FIG. 11 is a partial perspective view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, illustrating in particular the manner in
which the frangible section can be removed from the hinge;

FIG. 12 is a partial perspective view of the container
shown in FIG. 1, illustrating in particular the upper and
lower projections formed by removal ol the frangible section
and the manner in which the upper and lower projections
facilitate separation of the cover portion from the base
portion;

FIG. 13 is a side view of 2 two blade knife that can be used
to form the frangible section of a container constructed in
accordance with (he present invention;

PIG. 14 is a front plan view of a first blade of the two
blade knife of FIG. 13, illustrating the position of the nicks
and cunting surfaces that can form a first score line of 2
frangible section of a container constructed in accordance
with the present invention;

FIG. 15 is a front plan view of a second blade of the twe
blade knife of FIG. 13, illustrating the position of the nicks,
cutting surfaces and offset that can form a second score line
of a frangible section of a container constructed in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 16 is perspective view of a tamper-resistant/evident
container constructed in accordauce with the present inven-
tion in an exemplary rectangular configuration having a hase
portion and cover portion connected to each other by 2 hinge
having a frangible section;

PIG. 17 is a side view of the container shown in FIG. 18,
illustrating in particular the hinge having a frangible section
or swip, patterned sections on opposing ends thereof, and
tabs defined by the frangible section score line;

FIG. 18 is a partial cross scctional view of the container
shown in FIG. 16, taken along line 18—18 of FIG. 17,
illustrating in particular the configuration of the hinge, upper
and lower projcctions and frangible section;

FIG. 19 is a partial cross sectional view of the conlainer
shown in FIG. 16, taken along line 19—19 of FIG. 18,
illustsating in particular the configuration of the hinge, upper
and lower projections, frangible section, and score line
defining a tab associated with the fower projection;

FIG. 20 is a partial cross sectional view of the container
shown in F1G. 16, illustrating in particular the manner in
which the cover portion is closed on the base portion;

exwier_| _ pace |4 oe 7]
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FiG. 21 is a partial perspective view of the container
shown in FIG. 18, illustrating in particular the manner in
which the frangible section is removed from the hinge; and

F1GS. 22-23 are partial perspective views of the container
shown in FIG. 16, illustrating in particular the manner in
which the separation of the cover portion from the base
portion is facilitated by clasping the patterned section dis-
posed on the upper projection or arm associated with the
cover portion which is formed upon removal of the frangible
section.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

The advantages of a tamper-evident container with
tamper-resistant feature (i.e., a tamper-resistant/evident con-
tainer) constructed in accordance with the present invention
will become more readily apparent 1o those having ordinary
skill in the art from the following detailed description of
certain preferved and exemplary embodiments taken in con-
junction with the drawings which set forth representative
embodiments thereof, but are not intended to fimit the scope
of the present invention.

Unless otherwise appsrent, or stated, directional refer-
ences, such as “right,” “left,” “upper,” “lower,” “outward,”
“inward,” etc., are intended to be relative to the orientation
of a particular embadiment of the invention as shown in the
first numbered view of that embodiment. In addition, a given
reference numeral indicates the same or similar structure
when it appears in different figures and like reference
numerals identify similar structural elements and/or features
of the subject invention.

In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
subject invention illustrated in FIGS, 1 and 2, the container
10 includes a gererally circular cover portion 12 and a
gencrally bowl-shaped base portion 14 joined together by a
hinge 16. Hinge 16 includes a tamper-evident frangible
section or pull strip 18, which, upon its removal, severs the
integral connection between cover portion 12 and base
portion 14.

In use, conlainer 10 would be filled with the confents,
such as foods, over the counter medicines, ete., for which
consumer protection is desired and cover portion 12 would
be engaged with base portion 14, In accordance with the
present fnvention, cover portion 12 and base portion 14
include structural features that fucilitate the formation of a
non-permanent engagement between cover portion 12 to
hase portion 14.

In this embodiment, the non-permanent engagement
between cover portion 12 and base portion 14 is facilitated
by, among other things, a peripheral locking shoulder 20 and
an radially inward circurnferential gronve 22 formed below
an outwardly extending petipheral flange 24 on cover por-
tior 12, which can be seated within a corresponding mating
circumferential recess 26 on base portion 14. Circumferen.
tial recess 26 on base portion 14 is formed below an upper
peripheral nm 28 and includes a radially inward projecting
¥ib 30 and a redially inwardly extending rim 32.

When cover portion {2 is closed on base portion 14,
projecting rib 30 mates with circumferential groove 22 on
cover portion 12 and extending rim 32 mates with locking
shonlder 20 on cover portion 12, In addition, outwardly
extending peripheral flange 20 on cover portion 12 abuts
upper peripheral rim 28 on base portion 14.

Container 10 incorporates features which are intended to
prevent and deter opening container 10 without first remov-
ing frangible strip 18 from hinge 16. In this embodiment,

10

40
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container 19 includes an upwardly projecting bead 34 cn
base portion 14 that extends substantially about the perim-
eler of peripheral rim 22 and is pusitioned to surround the
outer edge of flange 24 of cover portion 12 when container
10 is closed. The position and upward extension of bead 34
is configured to hinder the relatively easy method of remov-
ing a cover from conventional containers that may resemble
or have characteristics in common with container 19. As can
be best viewed in FIG. 10, bead 34 physically impedes
access to the edge of peripheral flange 24 on cover portion
12 from fingers or any other object that might normally be
used for leverage to pry cover portion 12 from base portion
14.

Hinge 16 includes an upper outwardly projecting arm 36
connected to base portion 14, and a similar lower outwardly
projecting arm 38, which is connected to cover portion 12.
In particular, upper amm 36 is connected with a skirt 40 that
projects downward from upper peripheral rim 28 and radi-
ally outward with respect to base portion 14, Lower arm 38
is connected with the peripheral flange 24. Upper and lower
arms 36 and 38 arc joined together by a common attachment
to frangible strip 18 to form hinge 16.

Preferably, frangible strip 18 is delimited at least in pant
by a pair of parallel score lines 42a, 425 or areas that have
been weakened or stressed during the forming process.
Frangible strip 18 may be further delimited by a plurality of
spaced apart areas in which material has been removed
associated with the score lines, by a plurality of spaced apart
depressions associated with the score lines, or by perforation
lines. The width and depth of the areas and/or depressions
can vary 1o contro] the tear resistance offered by frangible
strip 18. Alternatively, the integral hinge 16 could be formed
with a single score Hine or perforation line, rather than a pair
of score lines. In this instance, the single score Jine could be
severed 1o create a pair of projections which would be used
1o open the container.

In this embodiment, strip 18 includes Iaterally oppased
grasping tabs 444 and 445 to provide a convenient location
for gripping strip 18. Preferably, instructional indicia is
imprinted on strip 18 to facilitate its removal from hinge 16
and/or consumer understanding of the significance of its
removal as it relates to product tampering. Strip 18 and/or
the instructionat indicia preferably thereon can be colored or
embossed, or otherwise fabricated to dircet atiention therato.

As can be best viewed in FIGS. 11 and 12, detaching
frangible strip 18 from hinge 16 of container 10 leaves
behind upper and lower arms 36 and 38 on cover porticn 12
and base portion 14, respectively. Upper and lower arms 36
and 38 extend outwardly from container 10 and can be used
to facilitate removal of cover portion 12 from base portion
14, once strip 18 has been removed, by applying sufficient
opposing force to disengage locking shoulder 20 from
within circumferential recess 26.

The presence of bead 34 prevents unsuthorized uccess @
the contents of container 10 by making it difficult to puli
cover portion 12 from base portion 14. If access to container
10 is desired, strip 18 must be removed so that upper and
lower arms 36 and 38 are free to be used to leverage cover
portion 12 from base portion 14. Cover portion 12 may be
replaced on base portion 14 after container 10 is opencd.
Sirip 18, however, once remaved, is not replaceable. Thus,
removal of strip 18 functions as a clear indicator of possible
tampering, in that if strip 18 is partially or fully removed
prior to purchase, it is readily apparent to a consumer that
somenne may have already gained access to the contents of
container 10.
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FIGS. 13-15 illustrate an exemplary configuration for a
double scoring blade having blades 46a, 465, which can be
used in a punch press system or the like to form score lines
424, 42b in accordance with the present invention. Various
dimeasions of blades d6e, 46b are alsa provided herein as a
non-limiting example,

The lateral separation L1 between blades 46a, 465 is in
this embodiment about 0.36 inches. The length L2 of blades
46a, 465 is about 2.25 inches. Blades 46a, 465 include an
offset recessed portion 48 with a series of substantially
similar nicks 50 cut therein between cutting edges 52. The
width L3 of cutting edges 52 is preferably 0.36 inches.
Preferably, the offsct £.4 between recessed portion 48 and
cutting edges 52 is approximately 0.001 inches.

In this embodiment, blade 46a includes seven (7) nicks 50
while blade 465 includes eight (8) nicks 50. ‘Ihe nicks 50 on
blade 46a are offsel with respect to the nicks 50 on blade
46b, which results in a desirable zipper-like eifect when
removing strip 18, Preferably, nicks 50 are triangular
shaped, about 0.010 inches deep and about 0.020 inches
wide, and define an approximately 90 degree angle at its
deepest convergence point 54, The length L5 between nicks
59, as measured between the respective convergence points
54 of adjacent nicks 50, is approximately 0.252 inches. The
lenglh L6 between the respective convergence points 54 of
adjacent offset nicks 80 on hiade 464 is about (1.126 inches.
The length L7 of blades 46a, 465 is about 0.1 inches, and
each blade edge defines an angle of about 45 degrees.

1t should be readily understood that a container con-
structed in accordance with the present invention, which is
preferably a plastic container used for carrying items, can be
manufactured in a variety of shapes and sizes, and can be
formed from resins or plastic materials such as polyethylene,
polyptapylene, polyvinyl chloride or polyethylene tereph-
thalat (“PETE"), as well as other suitable materials or
combinations thersof. A container constructed in accordance
with the present invention can also be made partially or
entirely of materials which are not plastic, such as paper or
metals. For example, a confainer of the present invention can
be fabricated of a light gauge aluminum. The forming
process can also vary {0 include methods such as thermo-
forming, injection molding or blow molding. The container
can be transparent or translucent, and may be colored in
cither instance, Also, vents can be provided in the container
to promote airflow therethrough, if appropriate based on the
intended contents uof the comtainer.

Preferably, container 10 is formed from a roll of PETE
subjected to a vacuum and pressure mold with phug assist.
During manufacture, blades 464, 46b of FIGS. 13-15 arc
preferably applied to a newly formed container 10 to impart
score lines 424, 425 thereon. Culling edges 52 cut substan-
tially through the material vsed to make container 10.
Preferably, the configuration of blades 46a, 465 are designed
so that a desirable amount of force is necessary to remove
strip 18, as detenmnined by consumecr trials for example.
Those skilied in the ant will readily appreciate that the
configuration of blades 46a, 465 can be adjusted for a
variety of reasons, and the above dimensions are exemplary
of one embodiment of the present inveation,

Por example, various other methods can be employed to
form frangible strip 18 of hinge 6. For example, score lines,
nicks or penetrations can be created with the molding tool
itself during the forming step. Alternatively, a high die
forming process can be employed whers, after the forming
step, the container is indexed to a trim station, where one or
more knives liberate the container and creates the score lines
or perforations, Also, an intermittent cutter can be employed
between the forming step or the trim step, a progressive
punch and die operation can be employed, or a numerically
controlied laser can be employed to create the nicks. It is
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also envisioned that electromechanical, vltra-sonic or hydro-
dynamic systems can be employed in the forming or post-
forming processes.

Container 10 could also be formed with locking arrange-
ments kaown in the an other than the amper-resistant/
evident closure of the subject invention, such as traditional
male and female locking features.

Referring to FIGS. 16-23, there is illustrated another
tamper-resistant/evident container constructed in accor-
tance with a preferred embodiment of the subject invention
and designated generally by reference numeral 110, Coa-
tainer 110 is similar to container 16 described above except
that container 110 is rectangular in configuration rather than
cirenlar, Container 110 thus includes a base portion 114 and
a cover portion 112 joined together by an integrally formed
hinge 116 that defines a tamper-evident frangible pull strip
118, which must be removed before cover portion 112 can
be readily removed from base portion 114.

Container 110 includes embossed or raised patterned
sections 156a and 1564 on opposing tabs 1444 and 1445 of
strip 118, respectively, (o fucilitate removal of strip 118,
Patterned sections 1582 and 158h are alsa disposed on
opposing sides of upper arm 136 to facilitate separation of
cover portion 112 from base portion 114. Instructional
indicia can be imprinted on upper arm 136 between pat-
terned sections 1584 and 1584,

In this embodiment, score ling 1425 is situsted on hinge
116 to define two tabs 1604 and 1605 which are connected
with lower arm 138, Tabs 168a, 1605 remain in place on
hinge 116 uatil strip 118 is removed, as can be best viewed
in FIGS. 21-23. Tabs 1604, 1665 extend from lower ann 138
fo further facilitate gripping lower arm 138 and separation of
cover portion 112 from base portion 114.

Although exemplary and preferred aspects and embodi-
ments of the present invention and forming methods have
been described with a full set of features, it is to be
understood that the disclosed container and method of
manofacture may be practiced successfully without the
incorporation of each of those features. The scope of the
present invention is not limited only to the tamper-resistant/
evident containers and methods of forming and manufacture
disclosed herein.

Furthermore, it should be readily apparent that the present
invention is nat limited 1o containing any one type or form
of product, It is envisioned that a container constructed in
accordance with the present invemtion can be used, or
modified for use within the scope of the present invention,
to hold edible or non-edible contents of varying sizes and
weights,

Thus, it is to be understood that modifications and varia-
tions may be utilized withour departure from the spirit and
scope of the invention and method disclosed herein, as those
skilled in the art will readily understand. Such modifications
and variations are considered to be within the purview and
scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A tamper-resistant/evident container comprising:

a) a plastic, transparent cover portion including an ant-

wardly extending peripheral flange;

b) a base portion including an upper peripheral edge
forming at least in part an upwardly projecting bead
extending substantially about the perimeter of the base
portion and configurcd to reader the outwardly extend-
ing flange of the cover portion relatively inaccessible
when the container is closed; and

¢) a tamper evident bridge connecting the cover portion to
the base portion.

2. A tamper-resistant/evident container as reciled in claim

1, wherein the tamper evident bridge includes a hinge
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joining the outwardly extending flange of the cover portion
with the base portion, the hinge including a frangible sce-
tion, which upon severing, pruvides a projection that extends
out beyond the upwardly projecting bead of the upper
peripheral edge of the base portion, for facilitating removal
of the cover portion from the base portion to open the
container.

3. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited ia claim
2, whercin a skirt depends downwardly from the upper
peripheral edge of the base portion, and the hinge extends
from a lower edge of the skirt to the outwardly extending
flange of the cover portion.

4. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in claim
2, wherein the frangible section of the hinge is delimited at
lemst in part by a pair of parallel score lines.

5. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in claim
4, wherein the frangible section of the hinge is further
delimited by a plurality of spaced apart notches associated
with the score lines.

6. A tamper-resistant/evident container as revited in claim
1, wherein the cover portion and the base portion have a
generally circular contiguration.

7. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in claim
1, wherein the cover portion and the base portion have a
generally rectangular configuration.

8, A tamper-resistant/cvident container as recited in claim
1, wherein at least one of the cover portion and the base
portion is vented.

9. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in claim
1, wherein the cover portion and base portion include
cooperating releasable locking stractures.

10. A tamper-resistant/evident conlainer comprising:

a) a translucent cover portion including an outwardly

extending peripheral flange;

b) a base portion including an upper peripheral edge; and

¢) & hinge joining the outwardly extending flange of the

cover portion with the base partion, the hinge including
a frangible section, which upon severing, provides a
projection that extends from the base portion for facili-
tating removal of the cover portion from the base
portion to open the container.

11. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in
claim 19, wherein the upper peripheral edge of the base
portion further comprises an uwpwardly projecting bead
extending substantially abowt the perimeter of the base
portion configured to render the outwardly extending flange
of the cover portion relatively inaccessible when the coa-
tainer is closed.

12. A tamper-resistanUevidenl conlainer as recited in
claim 10, wherein a skirt depends downwardly from the
upper peripheral edge of the base portion, and the hinge
extends-from~alower edge of the ‘skirt “to the outwardly
extending flange of the cover portion.

13. A tamperresistant/evident container as recited in
claim 10, wherein the frangible section of the hinge is
delimited at least in part by a pair of parallel score lines.

14. A tamper-resistant/evident container as rccited in
claim 13, wherein the frangible section of the hinge is
further delimited by a plarality of spaced apart notches
associated with the score lines.

15. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in
claim 10, wherein the cover portion and the base portion
have a generally circular configuration.

16. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in
claim 10, wherein the cover portion and the base portion
have a generally rectangular configuration.
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17. A tamper-resistantievident confainer comprising:

a) a plastic transparent cover portion including an out-
wardly extending peripheral flange;

b) a base portion incleding an upper peripheral edge
forming at least in part an upwardly projecting bead
extending substantially about the perimeter of the basc
portion and configured to render the outwardly extend-
ing flange of the cover portion relatively inaccessible
when the container is closed; ard

c) a hinge joining the omtwardly extending flange of this
cover portion with the base portion, the hinge including
a frangible section, which upon severing, provides an
arm that extends from the base portion for facilitating
removal of the cover portion from the base portion to
open the container.

18. A tamper-resistan/evident container as recited in
claim 17, wherein a skirt depends downwardly from the
upper peripheral edge of the base portion, and the hinge
extends from a lower edge of the skirt to the outwardly
extending flange of the cover portion.

19. A tamper-sesistant/evident contaiuer as recited i
claim 17, wherein the projection that extends out beyond the
wpwardly projecting bead of the upper peripheral edge of the
base portion includes patterned sections to facilitate gripping
thereof.

20. A tamper-resistanVevident container as recited in
claim 17, wherein upon severing the frangible section, the
projection thit extends out beyond the upwardly projecting
bead of the upper periphers] edge of the base portion further
includes tabs for facititating removal of the cover portion
from the base portion 10 open the container.

21, A tamper-resistant/evident container comprising:

a) a cover portion including an outwardly extending

peripheral flange;

b) a base portion including an upper peripheral edge;

c) a hinge joining the outwardly extending flange of the
cover portion with the base pertion, the hinge incloding
a frangible section, which upen severing, provides a
projection that extends out beyond the upwardly pro-
jecting bead of the upper peripheral edge of the base
portion for facilitating removal of the cover portion
from the base portion to open the container, and

d) a skirt depending downwardly from the upper periph-
eral edge of the base portion, wherein the hinge extends
from a lower edge of the skirt 1o the outwardly extend-
ing flange of the cover portion.

22. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in

claim 21, wherein the frangible scction of the hinge has a
height substantially equal to the height of the downwardly

~depending skint, and wherein the cover portion, base portion,

hinge and skirt are made from a single piece of material.

23. A tamper-resistant/evident conlainer as recited in
claim 1, wherein the cover portion is colored.

24. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in
claim 1, wherein the container is capable of being resealed
in a substantially leak resistant manner after a portion of the
tamper evident bridge is removed to open the container.

25. A tamper-resistant/evident container as recited in
claim 1, wherein the hase porticn is also transparent.

26. A tamper-resistant/eviden! container as recited in
claim 10, wherein the base portion is also translucent.
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