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Plaintiff Stanacard, LLC (“Stanacard” or “Plaintiff), by its attorneys, Winston & Strawn
LLP, alleges as and for its Complaint as follows:

THE PARTIES

1. Plaintiff Stanacard is a telephony firm which is in the business of selling global,
prepaid telephony services. Stanacard offers its subscribers use of a SmartDial Number, a
regular phone number in the subscriber’s area that s assigned to a specific international phone
number. Stanacard also offers international calling services via access numbers located across
the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom. Stanacard is a limited liability company
organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware and registered with the New York
Department of State Division of Corporations. Stanacard’s principal place of business is 156
West 56th Street, Suite 1601, New York, NY 10019,

2. Defendant Rebtel] Networks, AB, (“Rebtel™) is a Swedish firm which, on
information and belief, is in the business of selling international telephony services. As
described on Rebtel’s “How it Works” webpage [http://www.rebtel.com/en/How-it-works/How—
to-make-a—direct-call/], Rebtel establishes for each user a correlation between “a friend in
another country” and “a local number for them,” provided by Rebtel. The user then dials one of
these established Rebtel local numbers to reach arespe ctive friend, instead of dialing that
friend’s telephone number directly. A copy of Rebtel’s “How it Works” webpage
[http://www.rebtel.com/en/How—it-works/How-to—make—a-direct—call/] is attached as Exhibit A.
Rebtel offers and sells its services the United States. On information and belief, Rebtel’s

principal place of business is P.O. Box 1182, 7th floor, Augustendalsvigen 19, 131 27 Nacka

Strand, Stockholm, Sweden.
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3. Defendant Rebtel Mobile, Inc. (“Rebtel Mobile™) is, on information and belief, a
corporation organized and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware and registered with
the Wisconsin Department of Financial Institutions. On information and belief, Rebtel Mobile is
the United States-based division of Rebtel Networks, AB, is owned and controlled by Rebtel
Networks, AB, and offers and sells Rebtel’s services in the United States. On information and
belief, Rebtel Mobile’s principal place of business is 987 University Avenue, Suite 6, Los Gatos,
CA 95032.

THE PATENT

4, On March 18, 2008, United States Patent No. 7,346,156, entitled “Methods and
Apparatuses for Placing a Telephone Call” was duly and legally issued (“the 156 patent”). A
true and correct copy of the 156 patent is attached as Exhibit B.

5. Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 282, the '156 patent is presumed valid.

6. Plaintiff is the owner of the entire ri ght, title, and interest in the *156 Patent.
JURISDICTION AND VENUE
SLRALION AND VENUE

7. This action arises under the patent laws of the United States, Title 35 United

States Code.

8. This Court has jurisdiction over the claim for patent infringement under 28 U.S.C.
§§ 1331 and 1338(a).

9. Venue is proper in this Court under Title 28 United States Code §§ 1391(c) and
1400(b).

10. On information and belief, Defendant Rebte| transacts business in this district by

using, selling or offering to sell services and/or products as described and claimed in the ’156
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patent and/or by conducting other business in this judicial district sufficient to render it subject to
Jurisdiction in this district.

11. On information and belief, Defendant Rebtel Mobile transacts business in this
district by using, selling or offering to sell services and/or products as described and claimed in
the *156 patent and/or by conducting other business in this Judicial district sufficient to render it
subject to jurisdiction in this district.

INFRINGEMENT OF U.S. PATENT NO. 7,346,156

12. Plaintiff realleges and incorporates by reference paragraphs 1-11.

13. Defendant Rebtel has been and now is directly infringing, and indirectly
infringing the *156 patent in the State of New York, in this judicial district, and elsewhere in the
United States.

14. Defendant Rebtel Mobile has been and now is directly infringing, and indirectly
infringing the *156 patent in the State of New York, in this judicial district, and elsewhere in the
United States.

15.  As aresult of the above Defendants’ infringement of the *156 patent, Plaintiff has
suffered monetary damages that are compensable under 35 U.S.C. § 284 in an amount not yet
determined, and will continue to suffer such monetary damages in the future unless Defendants’
infringing activities are permanently enjoined by this Court.

16.  Unless permanent injunctions are issued enjoining these Defendants and their
agents, servants, employees, attorneys, representatives, affiliates, and all others acting on their
behalf from infringing the *156 patent, Plaintiff will be greatly and irreparably harmed.

17. This case presents exceptional circumstances within the meaning of 35 U.S.C.

§ 285 and Plaintiff is thus entitled to an award of its reasonable attorneys’ fees.



Case 1:08-cv-04859-RWS Document1 Filed 05/23/08 Page 5 of 23

PRAYER FOR RELIEF
WHEREFORE, Plaintiff requests that this Court enter:
A judgment in favor of Stanacard declaring that Defendants have infringed one or more
claims of the *156 patent;
A preliminary injunction, enjoining Defendants and their officers, directors, agents,
servants affiliates, employees, divisions, branches subsidiaries, parents, and all others
acting in concert or privity with any of them from infringement, inducing the
infringement of, or contributing to the infringement of the *| 56 patent;
A permanent injunction, enjoining Defendants and their officers, directors, agents,
servants affiliates, employees, divisions, branches subsidiaries, parents, and all others
acting in concert or privity with any of them from infringement, inducing the
infringement of, or contributing to the infringement of the *156 patent;
A judgment and order requiring Defendants to pay Stanacard its damages, costs,
expenses, and prejudgment and post-judgment interest for Defendants’ infringement of
the *156 patent as provided under 35 US.C. § 284;
A judgment and order finding that this is an exceptional case within the meaning of 35
U.S.C. § 285 and awarding to Stanacard its reasonable attorneys’ fees; and
Any and all other relief for which the Court may deem Stanacard entitled.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff requests a trial by jury of any issues so triable.

wn
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Dated: New York, New York Respectfully submitted,
May 23, 2008

WINSTON & STRAWNLLP
(’ 5 A

By: P AR —

Scott R. Samay, Esq.
200 Park Avenue
New York, NY 10166-4193

(212) 294-6700 (phone) 7/
(212) 294-4700 (fax)
ssamay@winston.com

Peter C. McCabe 11, Esq.

W. Gordon Dobie, Esq.
WINSTON & STRAWN, LLP
35 W. Wacker Drive

Chicago, IL 60601-9703

(312) 558 5600 (phone)

(312) 558 5700 (fax)
pmccabe@winston.com
wdobie@winston.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff Stanacard LLC

NY 1179749 1
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EXHIBIT A
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¥ ~ Rebtet
| English (English) r" i

o How It Works

Make a direct call

Low Rates:

_India:
> $0.056/min
United
%= Kingdom:
$£0.019/min
China:
@ 50 019/min
i Mexico:
$0.020/min
Rates shown in
USD to landlines.

You also pay fora
local call.

Crediting your
account for the first
time? Pay $10, get

http'J/Www.rcbtel.com/cn'Haw~itvworks/How-(D-makc-aAdircct-caW (1 of 2)5/22/2008 4:58:56 PM
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Intemational calling explained - Rebstel

$20.

Make cheap international calis from your mobile phone

1) You give us the phone number of a friend in another i i —
country, and we give you a local number for them.

© 2) Save this number on your mobile so you can call
© your friend whenever you want, for a fraction of your
normal international rate.

Copyright © Rebtel 2006-2008

hup://www.rebtzlA::om/ervHow-it-works/Haw—tmmnk&a—direct—call/ (2 of 2)5/22/2008 4:58:56 PM
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EXHIBIT B
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METHODS AND APPARATUSES FOR
PLACING A TELEPHONE CALL

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application No. 60/540,302 filed on Jan. 29, 2004,
eatitled “System and Method for Enabling Long Distance
Phone Calls Using a Local Number” listing & common
inventor, the disclosure of which is hereby incorporated by
reference.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to placing a tele-
phone call and, more particularly, to placing a telephone call
that is forwarded to another Jocation.

BACKGROUND

Calling cards have been utilized by calling card caller to
complete their telephone calls. There are many benefits for
using a calling card. By using a calling card, the caller is able
to negotiate a favorable per minute rate to complete these
telephone calls. Further, besides the amount of minutes
pre-purchased through a calling card plan, there is typically
no long term obligation to continue with a calling card plan.
In addition, a calling card caller is typically able to utilize
any telephone within a general geographic area to complete
the telephone call without incurring any toll charges to the
originating telephone.

However, utilizing a calling card is often times more
difficult than directly dialing the recipient’s telephone num-
ber. For example, some calling card plans require the calling
party to initially dial a general toll free number to the calling
card center. After calling the calling card center, the calling
party enters the calling party’s identification code, and then
finally dials the recipient’s telephone number. Further, if the
calling card is lost or stolen, a person possessing the calling
card is typically capable of using this calling card to com-
plete his/her own telephone cails.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, the methods and apparatuses detect
an identity of a caller; receive an assigned incoming tele-
phone number; identify a recipient associated with the
assigned incoming telephone number and the identity; and
connect the caller and the recipient.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of this specification, illustrate and
explain one embodiment of the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call. In the drawings,

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an environment within
which the methods and apparatuses placing a telephone call
are implemented;

FIG. Z is a simplified block diagram illustrating one
embodiment in which the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call are implemented;

FIG. 3 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a system,
consistent with one embodiment of the methods and appa-
ratuses placing a telephone call;
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FIG. 4 is an exemplary record for use with the methods
and apparatuses for placing a telephone call;

FIG. 5 is a simplified block diagram illustrating a system,
consistent with one embodiment of the methods and appa-
ratuses placing a telephone call; and

FIG. 6 is a flow diagram consistent with one embodiment
of the methods and apparatuses for placing a telephone call.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following detailed description of the methods and
apparatuses for placing a telephone call refers to the accom-
panying drawings. The detailed description is not intended
to limit the methods and apparatuses for placing a telephone
call. Instead, the scope of the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call is defined by the appended claims
and equivalents. Those skilled in the art will recognize that
many other implementations are possible, consistent with
the present invention.

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating an environment within
which the methods and apparatuses for placing a telephone
call are implemented, The environment inchides an elec-
tronic device 110 (e.g., a land line telephone, a cellular
telephone, a satellite telephone, and the like), a caller
interface 115, a network 120 (e.g., a Jocal area network, a
home network, the Internet, telephone network), and a server
130 (e.g., a computing platform configured to act as a
server).

In one embodiment, one or more caller interface 115
components are made integral with the electronic device 110
{e.g., keypad, video display screen, telephone, and speaker).
In other embodiments, one or more caller interface 118
components such as a keyboard, a pointing device (e.g.,
mouse and trackball) a display, and a camera are physically
separate from, and are conventionally coupled to, electronic .
device 110. In one embodiment, the caller utilizes interface
115 to access and control content and applications stored in
electronic device 110, server 130, or a remote storage device
(not shown) coupled via network 120.

In accordance with the invention, embodiments of placing
a telephone call below are executed by an electronic pro-
cessor in electronic device 110, in server 130, or by proces-
sors in electronic device 110 and in server 130 acting
together. Server 130 is illustrated in FIG. 1 as being a single
computing platform, but in other instances are two or more
interconnected computing platforms that act as a server.,

The methods and apparatuses for placing a telephone call
are shown in the context of exemplary embodiments of
applications in which a caller dials an assigned incoming
telephone number to reach a recipient that is associated with
this assigned incoming telephone number.

In one embodiment, the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call utilize a record associated with a
caller to track caller information such as the caller’s selected
telephone numbers, recipients associated with assigned
incoming telephone numbers, and funds.

FI1G. 2 is a simplified diagram illustrating an exemplary
architecture in which the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call are implemented. The exemplary
architecture includes a plurality of devices 110, a server
device 130, and a network 120 connecting devices 110 to
server 130 and each device 110 to each other.

The plurality of devices 110 are each configured to
include a speaker 208 and a microphone 209. In one
embodiment, each of the plurality of devices 110 is associ-
ated with a unique telephone number. In another embodi-
ment, multiple devices 110 share the same telephone num-
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ber. In one embodiment, a unique caller operates each
electronic device 110 via an interface 115 as described with
reference to FIG. 1.

The server device 130 includes a processor 211 coupled to
a computer-readable medium 212. In one embodiment, the
server device 130 is coupled to one or more additional
external or internal devices, such as, without limitation, a
secondary data storage element, such as database 240.

In one instance, processor 211 is manufactured by Intel
Corporation, of Santa Clara, Calif. In other instances, other
microprocessors are used.

In one embodiment, the plurality of devices 110 and the
server 130 include instructions for a customized application
for placing a telephone call. In one embodiment, the com-
puter-readable media 212 contains, in part, the customized
application. Additionally, the plurality of devices 110 and
the server 130 are configured to receive and transmit elec-
tronic signals for use with the customized application.
Similarly, the network 120 is configured to transmit elec-
tronic messages for use with the customized application and
is configured to transmit voice signals between multiple
devices 110.

FIG. 3 illustrates one embodiment of a system 300. In one
embodiment, the system 300 is embodied within the server
130. In another embodiment, the system 300 is embodied
within the device 110. In yet another embodiment, the
system 300 is embodied within both the device 110 and the
server 130,

In one embodiment, the system 300 includes a telephone
number detection module 310, a caller identification detec-
tion module 320, a storage module 330, an interface module
340, a control module 350, a call connection module 360,
and an accounting module 370.

In one embodiment, the control module 350 commmuni-
cates with the telephone number detection module 310, the
caller identification detection module 320, the storage mod-
ule 330, the interface module 340, the call connection
module 360, and the accounting module 370. In one embodi-
ment, the control module 350 coordinates tasks, requests,
and communications between the telephone number detec-
tion module 310, the caller identification detection module
320, the storage module 330, the interface module 346, the
call connection module 360, and the accounting module 370.

10 one embodiment, the telephone number detection mod-
ule 310 detects the telephone number dialed by the caller. In
one embodiment, the telephone number dialed by the caller
is an assigned incoming telephone number that corresponds
with a recipient. In one embodiment, the particular recipient
associated with the assigned incoming telephone number is
predetermined by the caller. By uniquely identifying the
assigned incoming telephone number dialed by the cailer,
the system 300 is able to determine, in part, which recipient
should receive the telephone call initiated by the caller.

In one embodiment, the caller identification detection
module 326 determines the originating telephone number
that the caller is utilizing when making the telephoge call. In
one embodiment, the caller’s telephone number is detected
by the caller identification module 320 through a caller 1D
service. In this embodiment, the caller identification module
320 automatically senses the caller's telephone number
through the caller ID service. In another embodiment, the
caller’s originating telephone number js manually entered by
the caller.

In both embodiments, the caller identification module 320
detects the caller’s telephone number. In one embodiment,
the caller’s telephone number identifies the identity of the
caller. For example, the caller assigns one or more telephone
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numbers such that when these assigned telephone numbers
are detected by the caller identification module 320, the
caller’s identity is identified upon placing the telephone call
from one of the telephone numbers assigned by the caller.

In one embodiment, the storage module 330 stores a
record including information associated with a particular
caller. Each record illustrates a profile for the particular
caller. An exemplary embodiment of the information con-
tained within the record associated with a caller is illustrated
in FIG. 4.

In one embodiment, the interface module 340 receives a
signal from one of the devices 110 indicating the assigned
incoming telephone number that is dialed by the caller. In
another embodiment, the interface module 340 indicating
the telephone number that is being utilized by the caller to
initiate the telephone call. :

In one embodiment, the call connection module 360
connects the caller with a recipient. In one embodiment, the
call connection module 360 selects a particular recipient
based on the profile information associated with the caller.
For example, the caller programs the system 309 to connect
with a particular recipient when the caller dials one of the
assigned incoming telephone numbers.

In one embodiment, the call connection module 360 dials
the particular recipient’s telephone number and connects the
caller with the particular recipient. In this example, the
assigned incoming telephone number dialed by the caller is
associated with the recipient within the system 300, The
assigned incoming telephone number is configured to reach
the recipient at the recipient’s telephone number when the
particular caller dials the assigned incoming telephone num-
ber.

In one embodiment, the call connection module 360
connects the caller with a particular recipient based on the
identity of the caller, the caller’s profile, and the assigned
incoming telephone number dialed by the caller. For
example, Caller #1 dials a telephone number 555-1212. The
call connection module 360 connects Caller #1 with Recipi-
ent #1, based on the identity of Caller #1, Caller #1’s profile,
and the assigned incoming telephone number dialed by
Caller #1. In this example, Caller #2 dials the same tele-
phone number (555-1212). The call connection module 360
connects Caller #2 with Recipient #2, based on the identity
of Caller #2, Caller #2’s profile, and the assigned incoming
telephone number dialed by Caller #2. In one embodiment,
the same assigned incoming telephone number is associated
with multiple recipients. However, the recipients associated
with this same assigned incoming telephone number are
unique based on the identity of the caller. In this embodi-
ment, the particular recipient is selected based on the caller’s
identity and the caller’s profile.

In one embodiment, the accounting module 370 tracks the
length of time that the caller stays connected to various
recipients. By tracking the length of time, the system 300 is
capable of subtracting the correct amount of money from the
prepaid amount purchased by the caller and prevents the
caller from exceeding the prepaid amount.

In another embodiment, the accounting module 370 tracks
the length of time the caller stays connected to various
recipients and bills the caller for the amount of time utilized
by the caller.

In yet another embodiment, the accounting module 370
tracks the Jocation of the various recipients and charges the
caller based on the geographical location of the recipient.
For example, if the recipient is located in a foreign country,
then the caller is billed at a higher rate per minute. On the
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other hand, if the recipient is located domestically, then the
caller is billed at a lower rate per minute.

The system 300 in FIG. 3 is shown for exemplary
purposes and is merely one embodiment of the methods and
apparatuses for placing a telephone call. Additional modules
may be added to the system 300 without departing from the
scope of the methods and apparatuses for placing a tele-
phone call. Similarly, modules may be combined or deleted
without departing from the scope of the methods and appa-
ratuses for placing a telephone call.

FIG. 4 illustrates an exemplary record 400 identifying
attributes or profile information of a particular caller for use
with the system 300. In one embodiment, there are multiple
records such that each record 400 is associated with a
particular caller. In one embodiment, the record 400 includes
an identity of the caller field 410, a number of the caller field
420, a recipient field 430, and a funds field 440,

In one embodiment, the identity of the caller field 410
uniquely identifies the caller. In one example, the caller is
identified by the caller’s pame. In another example, the
caller is identified by 2 log-in identification.

In one embodiment, the number of the caller field 420
identifies a telephone number specified by the caller that
allows the caller to originate calls utilizing the system 300,
In one embodiment, the caller specifies multiple numbers.
By specifying multiple numbers, the caller is recognized by
the system 300 when originating a call from any of these
specified numbers. In one embodiment, when a call is
originated from any of the numbers specified within the
number of the caller field 420, the system 300 recognizes the
particular caller’s identity associated with the record 400.

In one embodiment, the recipient field 430 identifies a
particular assigned incoming telephone number that is asso-
ciated with a particular recipient. Further, each recipient is
associated with a unique assigned incoming telephone num-
ber. For example, if a particular recipient is associated with
a particular assigned incoming, telephone number, the par-
ticular recipient is connected to the caller when the caller
dials the particular assigned incoming telephone number
from a telephone number that is specified in the number of
the caller field 430.

In one embodiment, the recipient field 430 also identifies
the recipient’s true telephone number that allows the system
300 to connect the caller with the recipient. The recipient’s
true telephone number is dialed to reach the recipient.
However, while utilizing the methods and apparatuses for
placing a telephone call, the caller dials the particular
incoming telephone number to be connected to the recipient.

In one embodiment, the funds field 440 identifies the
funds that the caller has available. In one embodiment, the
caller prepays an amount such that each time a call is made,
an amount is deducted based on details of the call. In this
embodiment, the funds field 440 represents a current balance
of the prepaid amount.

In apother embodiment, the caller pays a monthly bil]
based on the volume of calls made. In this embodiment, the
funds field 440 represents a current balance for the caller.

As shown in FIG. 4, the caller is a user of the system with
an associated record 400. In one embodiment, this record
400 makes it possible for a user to dial an assigned incoming
call (call identifier) from an originating device with a
corresponding originating device number (origination
device identifier) stored in caller field 426 and get connected
to a recipient communication device with a corresponding
communication device number (recipient device identifier)
stored in recipient field 430, without requiring the user to
enter any access code or secondary telephone number.
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FIG. § illustrates an exemplary block diagram of the
relationship between the callers, assigned incoming num-
bers, and recipients. The elements within FIG. 5 are shown
for illustrative purposes only and are not intended to limit
the invention. A group of assigned incoming numbers 510
includes an assigned incoming #1 515, an assigned incom-
ing #2 520, and an assigned incoming #N 530. In one
embodiment, N is represented by various integers. In one
embodiment, each of these assigned incoming numbers is
represented by a unique, conventional telephone number.

A caller #1 540 and a caller #X 550 are shown to represent
individual callers. In one embodiment, X is represented by
various integers.

A recipient #1/caller #1 560, a recipient #2/caller #1 570,
and a recipient #N/caller #X 580 represent different recipi-
ents.

The recipient #1/caller #1 560 is associated with the caller
#1 540 through the assigned incoming #1 515. Accordingly,
if caller #1 540 dials the assigned incoming #1 518, then a
recipient #1/caller #1 560 is contacted. Similarly, the recipi-
ent #2/caller #1 570 is associated with the caller #1 540
through the assigned incoming #2 520. Accordingly, if caller
#1 540 dials the assigned incoming #2 520, then a recipient
#2/caller #1 570 is contacted. In another example, if caller
#X 550 dials the assigned incoming #2 520, then a recipient
H#2/caller #X (not shown) is contacted.

The recipient #N/caller #X 580 is associated with the
caller #X 550 through the assigned incoming #N 530,
Accordingly, if caller #X 550 dials the assigned incoming
#N 530, then a recipient #N/caller #X 580 is contacted.

The flow diagram as depicted in FIG. 6 is one embod-
ment of the methods and apparatuses for placing telephone
calls. The blocks within the flow diagram can be performed
in a different sequence without departing from the spirit of
the methods and apparatuses for placing telephone calls.
Further, blocks can be deleted, added, or combined without
departing from the spirit of the methods and apparatuses for
placing telephone calls.

The flow diagram in FIG. 6 illustrates selecting a meeting
location based on multiple factors according to one embodi-
ment of the invention.

In Block 610, s telephone call is detected.

In Block 620, the caller’s telephone number is detected. In
one embodiment, the caller identification module 320
detects the caller's telephone number. In one embodiment,
the caller's telephone number is automatically detected
through a caller identification service that supplies the
telephone number from which the telephone call is placed.
In another embodiment, the caller enters a telephone number
that identifies the caller.

In Block 630, the assigned incoming telephone number is
detected. In one embodiment, the telephone number detec-
tion module 310 detects the assigned incoming telephone
number.

In Block 640, a caller profile is searched. In one embodi-
ment, a database containing multiple caller profiles is
searched. In one embodiment, the database is illustrated in
the storage module 330. In one embodiment, an exemplary
caller profile is illustrated in the record 400.

In one embodiment, the correct caller profile that corre-
sponds with the caller is found by matching the caller’s
telephone number as detected in the Block 620 with the
number of the caller field 420. In another embodiment, the
caller enters a password or personal identification number
that identifies the caller.

In Block 650, the recipient is determined. In one embodi-
ment, the recipient is determined, in part, based on the



Case 1:08-cv-04859-RWS Document 1 Filed 05/23/08 Page 21 of 23

US 7,346,156 B1

7

assigned incoming telephone number dialed by the caller. In
another embodiment, the recipient is determined, in part, by
the recipient selected by the caller to be associated with the
specific assigned incoming telephone number as shown in
the recipient fleld 430 within the caller’s profile. For
example, the recipient of the telephone call initiated by the
caller depends on the assigned incoming telephone number
dialed by the caller and the recipient that the caller selected
for the particular assigned incoming telephone number,

In Block 660, the funds available to the caller are checked.
In one embodiment, the available funds to the caller are
equal to the amount of prepaid funds that have not been

utilized. In another embodiment, the available funds to the

caller are equal to the amount of remaining credit available
to the caller. In one embodiment, the available funds are
stored at the funds field 440,

If there are funds available to the caller, the caller is
connected with the recipient in Block 670. In one embodi-
ment, the recipient is determined in the Block 650.

In Block 680, the available funds are updated based on the
amount subtracted in response to the telephone call connect-
ing the caller and the recipient in the Block 670.

In use, a caller customizes the caller’s profile by selecting
particular recipients to be associated with corresponding
assigned incoming telephone numbers in one embodiment.
In this embodiment, the caller also customizes the caller’s
profile by selecting telephone numbers to be associated with
the caller.

In one embodiment, the caller dials one of the assigned
incoming telephone numbers from one of the caller’s tele-
phone numbers associated with the caller. Based on the
dialed assigned incoming telephone number and the tele-
phone call initiated from one of the caller’s telephone
numbers, the caller is connected with the recipient without
farther action from the caller. In one embodiment, the
recipient is determined based on the caller's profile that
associates a recipient with the dialed assigoed incoming
telephone number.

In one embodiment, multiple recipients are associated
with the same assigned incoming telephone number. The
specific recipient that receives a telephone call directed to
the same assigned incoming telephone number depends on
the identity of the caller. In one embodiment, the identity of
the caller is determined by the caller’s telephone number
when initiating the telephone call.

In one embodiment, the assigned incoming telephone
numbers are in the same local calling area of the caller. For
example, the caller does not incur long distance or woll
charges when dialing one of the assigned incoming tele-
phone numbers. In another embodiment, the assigned
incoming telephone numbers are toll free numbers that do
not charge the caller with a toil charge and are often called
“800” numbers.

In one embodiment, the recipients associated with the
assigned incoming telephone numbers are located outside
the local calling area of the caller.

In one embodiment, the caller is charged for the call based
on the length of the call. In another embodiment, the caller
is charged for the call based on the location of the recipient
of the call.

The foregoing descriptions of specific embodiments of the
invention have been presented for purposes of illustration
and description. The invention may be applied to a variety
of other applications. :

20

30

45

5

v«

8

They are not intended to be exhaustive or to limit the
invention to the precise embodiments disclosed, and natu-
rally many modifications and variations are possible in light
of the above teaching. The embodiments were chosen and
described in order to explain the principles of the invention
and its practical application, to thereby enable others skilled
in the art to best utilize the invention and various embodi-
ments with various modifications as are suited to the par-
ticular use contemplated. It is intended that the scope of the
invention be defined by the Claims appended hereto and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A method comprising:

detecting an identity of a caller;

receiving an assigned incoming telephone number;

identifying a recipient associated with the assigned

incoming telephone number and the identity; and
connecting the caller and the recipient,

wherein said caller has a plurality of assigned incoming

telephone numbers to choose from, at least one of said
plurality of assigned incoming telephone numbers
being associated with said recipient,

wherein each assigned incoming telephone number is

associated with multiple recipient telephone numbers, a
particular telephone number of a recipient being deter-
mined solely by a particular assigned incoming tele-
phone number used by a particular identified caller and
without input of further data by said caller, whereby
said caller is not required to be within a particular
network for making calls,

2. The method according to claim 1 further comprising
searching for a profile information associated with the
identity of the caller.

3. The method according 10 claim 2 wherein the profile
information includes an originating telephone number asso-
ciated with the caller.

4. The method according o claim 2 wherein the profile
information includes the assigned telephone number asso-
ciated with the recipient.

5. The method according to claim 2 wherein the profile
information inchides a list of funds associated with the
caller.

6. The method according to claim 1 wherein detecting the
identity of the caller further compnses detecting an origj-
nating telephone number of the caller.

7. The method according to claim 6 wherein detecting the
originating telephone number utilizes a caller identification
service.

8. The method according to claim 1 wherein the recipient
is located outside of a local calling area of the caller,

9. The method according to claim 1 further comprising
checking for the availability of funds prior to connecting the
caller and the recipient.

10. The method according to claim 9 wherein the avail-
ability of funds is based on an amount of money pre-
purchased by the caller.

11. The method according to claim 9 wherein the avail-
ability of funds is based on an amount of credit extended to
the caller.

12. The method according to claim 1 further comprising
charging for a call connecting the caller and recipient based
on a length of the call.

13. The method according to claim 1 further comprising
charging for a call connecting the caller and recipient based
on a location of the recipient.
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14. A system comprising:

tmeans for detecting an identity of a caller;

means for receiving an assigned incoming telephone
number;

means for identifying a recipient associated with the
assigned incoming telephone number and the identity,
and

means for connecting the caller and the recipient,

wherein said caller has a plurality of assigned incoming

telephone numbers to choose from, at least one of said
plurality of assigned incoming lelephone numbers
being associated with said recipient,

wherein each assigned incoming telephone number is

associated with multiple recipient telephone numbers, a
particular telephone number of a recipient being deter-
mined solely by a particular assigned incoming tele-
phone number used by a particular identified caller and
without input of further data by said caller, whereby
said caller is not required to be within a particular
network for making calls.

15. A system, comprising:

an originating telephone number module for identifying

an originating telephone number of a caller;

a telephone number detection module for detecting an

assigned telephone number dialed by the caller; and

a call connection module for connecting the caller with a

recipient based on the assigned telephone number and
the originating telephone number,

wherein said caller has a plurality of assigned incoming

telephone numbers to choose from, at least one of said
plurality of assigned incoming telephone numbers
being associated with said recipient,

wherein each assigned incoming telephone number is

associated with multiple recipient telephone numbers, a
particular telephone number of a recipient being deter-
mined solely by a particular assigned incoming tele-
phone number used by a particular identified caller and
without input of further data by said caller, whereby
said caller is not required to be within a particular
network for making calls.

16. The system according to claim 15 further comprising
a storage module to store a record containing profile infor-
mation associated with the caller.

17. The system according to claim 16 wherein the profile
information includes the assigned telephone number
assigned to the recipient.

18. The system according to claim 16 wherein the profile
information includes the originating telephone number
assigned to the caller.

19. The system according to claim 15 further comptrising
an accounting module for charging for a connection between
the caller and the recipient.

20. The system according to claim 15 wherein the recipi-
ent is located outside a local calling area of the caller.

21. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
detecting comprises:

determining the identity of the caller from an originating

telephone number, at least one originating telephone
number comresponding to the identity.

22. The method according to claim 1, wherein the step of
identifying comprises:

determining the recipient from the identity of the caller

and a respective assigned incoming telephone number,
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with the respective assigned incoming telephone num-
ber corresponding to the recipient.

23. The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

associating at least one originating telephone number with
the caller, forming a first association regarding the
identity of the caller;

associating a phurality of assigned incoming telephone
numbers with respective recipients, forming a second
association regarding the recipients; and

storing the first and second associations.

24. The method according to claim 23, wherein the step

of identifying comprises:

determining the identity of the caller from the at least one
originating telephone number in the first association;
and

determining the intended recipient from a respective
assigned incoming telephone number in the second
association,

whereby the combination of both caller identity in the first

association and the respective assigned incoming tele-
phone number in the second association are used to
connect the caller to the recipient.

25. The method according to claim 1, wherein the caller
is connected to the recipient without further action by the
caller.

26. The system according to claim 14, wherein the means
for detecting comprises:

means for delermining the identity of the caller from an

originating telephone number, at least one originating
telephone number comresponding to the identity.

27. The system according to claim 14, wherein the means
for identifying comprises:

means for determining the recipient from the identity of

the caller and a respective assigned incoming telephone
numbey, with the respective assigned incoming tele-
phone number comresponding to the recipient.

28. The system according to claim 14, further comprising:

first means for associating at least one originating tele-

phone number with the caller, forming a first associa-
tion regarding the identity of the caller;

second means for associating a plurality of assigned

incoming telephone numbers with respective recipi-
ents, forming a second association regarding the recipi-
ents; and means for storing the first and second asso-
ciations.

29. The system according to claim 28, wherein the means
for identifying comprises:

means for determining the identity of the caller from the

at least one originating telepbone number in the first
association; and

means for determining the intended recipient from a

respective assigned incoming telephone number in the
second association,

whereby the combination of both caller identity in the first

association and the respective assigned incoming tele-
phone number in the second association are used to
connect the caller to the recipient.

30. The system according to claim 14, wherein the caller
is connected to the recipient without further action by the
caller.

31. The system according to claim 18, further comprising:

a database, the database comprising a first association

between a plurality of identities of a corresponding
plurality of callers in the system and a second plurality
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of originating telephone numbers corresponding
thereto, and the database comprising a second associa~
tion between a plurality of recipients and a correspond-
ing plurality of assigned telephone numbers.

32. The system according to claim 31, wherein the first
association is between the identity of the caller and at least
one originating telephone number corresponding thereto,
and the second association is between the recipient and the
assigned telephone number.

33. The system according to claim 31, wherein the call
connection module associates the originating telephone
number to the caller using the database, and wherein the call
connection module associates the assigned telephone num-
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ber to the recipient using the database, whereby the combi-
nation of both a caller identification and the assigned tele-
phone number dialed are used to connect the caller to the
recipient.

34. The system according to claim 15, further comprising:
a storage module for storing a plurality of records containing
profile information regarding a corresponding plurality of
users of the system.

35. The system according to claim 15, wherein the caller
is connected to the recipient without further action by the
caller.



