
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT CQ,t%T ~'°~P~
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF GEORG IA ~,t

NEWNAN DIVISION ~

4TO
V.

HENDRIX WIRE & CABLE, INC. )
Defendant. )

Jury Trial Demanded

Nature of this Action

1 . Defendant has accused Southwire of infringing U .S . Patent No .

tension electrical wires to prevent them from touching . Defendant's

~soy~~F•c

SOUTHWIRE COMPANY,
Plaintiff,

~ .:

Civil Action No.

DECLARATORY JUDGMENT COMPLAINT

Southwire Company, by and through its attorneys, Merchant & Gould

P .C ., hereby bring this action pursuant to the provisions of Rule 57 of the

Federal Rules of Civil Procedure and 28 U .S .C . §220 for a declaratory

judgment that it does not infringe U .S . Patent No. 6,047,930 and that this

patent is invalid .

6,047,930 by offering for sale and selling an aerial spacer used to separate

high tension electrical wires . The aerial spacer, commonly referred to as a

"PLP Spacer," is used in the electric transmission industry to separate high
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allegations of infringement creates a case of actual controversy . Southwire

denies Defendant's accusation of infringement and brings this action to

obtain a ruling that the `930 Patent is invalid and not infringed by the PLP

Spacer.

2. This action arises under the patent statues of the United States

of America, Title 35 of the United States Code .

Parties, Jurisdiction, and Venue

3 . Southwire Company ("Southwire") is a Delaware corporation

with a principal place of business at One Southwire Drive in Carrollton,

Georgia. Southwire is authorized to conduct business in the State of

Georgia .

4. Hendrix Wire & Cable, Inc . ("Defendant") is, based upon

information and belief, a Delaware corporation with a principal place of

business at 53 Old Wilton Road, Milford, New Hampshire, 03055 . Service

may be made upon Defendant through its authorized agent for service of

process :

Prentice-Hall Corporation System, Inc .
14 Centre Street
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 .
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5 . Defendant, upon information and belief, regularly engages in

business through out the State of Georgia and within this District . As a

result of Defendant's continuous and systematic contacts with this

jurisdiction this Court has jurisdiction over Defendant .

6 . This Court has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to 28

U.S .C. §§1331 and 1338 (a).

7. Venue is proper in this Court pursuant to the provisions of 28

U .S .C . §§ 1391 (b) and 1400 ; and, LR 3 .1, NDGa, since a substantial part of

the events giving rise to the claim occurred here .

Patent-in-Suit

8. The United States Patent and Trademark Office issued United

States Patent No . 6,047,930 ("the `93Q Patent"), entitled, "Aerial Cable

Retainer with Fulcrum Point," on April 11, 2000 . All right, title, and interest

in the `930 Patent has purportedly been assigned to Defendant. A copy of

the '930 Patent is attached as Exhibit 1 .

Defendant's Threats

9. For many years now Defendant has been the leading supplier of

aerial spacers in the U.S . market. Defendant has obtained a series of patents,

including the `930 Patent, that have effectively reduced, if not completely
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eliminated, competition for aerial spacers in the U .S . market. Defendant's

early patents have started expiring, thereby weakening its overall portfolio

position .

10 . Following the expiration of Defendant's early patents,

Southwire committed to entering the electric wire spacer market. With

Southwire's entry into the aerial spacer market, Southwire is in direct

competition with Defendant.

11 . In a deliberate attempt to intimidate Southwire and prevent it

from competing, Defendant, through its legal counsel, sent a letter to

Southwire in which it states, "it appears that the PLP Spacer literally and

directly infringes one or more claims of the `930 patent . [Defendant] is

entitled to seek monetary damages in the form of lost sales or a reasonable

royalty and a permanent injunction against future sales and manufacture ."

Defendant, in an effort to make sure its message was clearly understood,

closed its letter by stating that it, "beliefs] that the PLP Spacer infringes the

`930 patent and may not be used, sold, offered for sale or imported into the

United States ." A true and accurate copy of Defendant's March 23, 2007

letter is attached hereto as Exhibit 2 and incorporated by reference .
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12. Following Defendant's March 23, 2007 letter, Defendant's

counsel provided Southwire with a "Violations List" detailing on a claim by

claim basis Defendant's contention that Southwire infringed the `930 Patent .

A true and accurate copy of Defendant's "Violation List" regarding the `930

Patent is attached as Exhibit 3 .

13 . A case of actual controversy exists between Southwire and

Defendant. Southwire denies Defendant's accusation of infringement and

moreover seeks a ruling that the `930 Patent is invalid .

First Cause of Action
(Non-Infringement of U .S. Patent No. 6,047 930

14 . The allegations in Paragraphs I through 13 are incorporated by

reference .

15 . Defendant has alleged that the PLP Spacer infringes the `930

Patent.

16 . Southwire specifically pleads non-infringement and seeks a

declaration that the PLP Spacer does not infringe any validly issued claim in

the 1930 Patent .
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Second Cause of Action
(Invalidity of U .S. Patent No. 6,047,930)

17. The allegations in Paragraphs 1 through 16 are incorporated by

reference .

18 . Southwire seeks a declaration that the `934 Patent is invalid due

to non-compliance with the provisions of 35 U .S .C . §§I02, 103, and 112 .

Prayer for Re lief

Plaintiff Southwire prays for :

1 . Entry of judgment that the PLP Spacer does not infringe the `930

Patent ;

2 . Entry of judgment that the `930 Patent is invalid ;

3 . A finding that this is an exceptional case and an award of its

attorney fees ; and,

4 . Such other and further relief as this Court deems necessary and

appropriate .
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Counsel for Plaintiff Southwire Company

The above signed counsel hereby certifies that this pleading was
prepared in Times New Roman using 14 point font and thus complies with
LR 5 .1, NDGa.

7

D emand for Jury

Pursuant to Rule 38 (b) of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure,

Plaintiff Southwire Company hereby demands a trial by jury on all issues so

triable as a matter of right .

Dated : April 10, 2007 .
Respectfully submitted,

Luke Anderson
Ga Bar No . 018330
Merchant & Gould P .C .
133 Peachtree Street, N .E .
Suite 4900
Atlanta, Georgia 30303-1821
Telephone: 404.954.5100
Facsimile: 404-954.5099
Email : Landerson@merchantgould .com

Certification of Compliance
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[57] ABSTRACT

An aerial cable spacer is provided with a cable retainer. The
c able retainer i ncludes a cable retaining arm . A mid portion
of the cable retaining arm includes a fulcrum point . The
fulcrum point engages and exerts a force on the cable as the
cable reta ining arm bends to a closed position . ]n the closed
pos ition, the bent arm maintains a force on the cab]e .
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It is still a further object of the present invention to
provide an aerial cable spacer having a cable retainer which
closes easily with a force exerted on the cable and which
accommodates cables of a wide range of sizes .

5 It is yet a further object of the present invention to provide
an aerial cable spacer having a cable retainer which closes
easily with a force exerted on the cable and which can be
used repeatedly without losing its effectiveness to retain the
cable .

t oBACKGROUND OH' THE INVENTION Yet a further object of the present invention is to provide
an aerial cable spacer having a cable retainer which closes
easily with a force exerted on the cable and which is cost
effective to manufacture .

Still a further object of the present invention is to provide
an aerial cable spacer having a cable retainer which closes
easily with a force exerted on the cable and which is durable .

Still yet a further object of the invention is to provide a
cable spacer made of the same material as the cable, thereby
providing dielectric compatibility .

The present invention therefore provides, a device for
supporting and spacing aerial cables, the device comprising :
a main body portion, the main body portion having, a cable
seat, and a first side adjacent the cable seat, a second side
adjacent the cable seat and opposite from the first side ; and
a cable retaining arm having, a first end pivotally coupled to
the second side of the main body portion, a second end, the
second end having a means for releasably engaging the first
side of the main body portion, and mid portion, the mid
portion having a fulcrum portion, whereby the cable rctain-
ing arm is capable of closing upon a cable positioned in the
cable seat with the fulcrum portion engaging and applying a
force to the cable .

Overhead conductor cables ere commonly suspended
from a messenger cable typically made of high strength
alloys. The messenger cable is supported on poles or lowers
with the conductor cable spacers arranged at spaced inter- 15
vats along the messenger cable to suspend one or more
conductor cables . Since many power circuits require three
phase electric power, it is often convenient to suspend
conductor cables in groups of three . A spacer supports all
three conductor cables and simultaneously maintains the 20
conductors in spaced relation .

If the advantages of suspending conductors in this manner
are to be fully availed, it is essential that the spacer be easily
attached to the messenger cable and to the conductor cables .
To provide ease of attaching the spacer to the cables and to 25
reduce the number of parts required, the means for retaining
the cables in their respective seals of the spacer should
accommodate cables of varying cross sectional diameters
without requiring bushings, sleeves, grommets or the like .

The construction of the spacer should be such that all of 10
its parts have both high mechanical and electrical strength
and arc durable in use . In addition, all parts of the spacer
should be economical to manufacture and to assemble .

The prior art spacer shown in FIG . 1 includes the body
member 10 and fo ur generally arcuale cable retaining means

'° 12 . The spacer secures three conductor cables 13 and is
suspended by a messenger cable 14 . The conductor cable 13
includes insulating sheaths 15 .

Both the body member 10 and the retaining means 12 are
~- 5 made from a thermoplastic material, the preferred embodi-

ment be ing a polymer which has a low dielectric constant
and has both weather and track resistant qualities.
The body member 10 is provided with four hook portions

16 each having a neck portion 18, head port ion 20 and end
60 portion 22 . The body member 10 is further provided with

three generally concave conductor cable seats 24 and a
generally concave messenger cable seat 26 .

The body member 10 is provided with four generally
arcuate ratchet tooth means 28 . Each ratchet tooth means 28

65 is located adj acent to the sides of the respective seat 24 and
26. Each ratchet tooth means 28 includes a plurality of teeth
30.

It is an object of the present invention to provide an aerial
cable spacer which overcomes the above noted problems of
the prior art .

It is a further object of the present invention is to provide
an aerial cable spacer which exerts a high force on the cable .
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AERIAL CABLE RETAINER WITH
FULCRUM POINT

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to spacers for aerial cables for
supporting one or more cables above the ground, and more
particularly to a cable retainer for aerial cable spacers, the
cable retainer having an improved clamping capability .

U . S . Pat . No . 4,020,277 issued Apr. 26, 1977 to Hendrix
Wire & Cable Corporation, the predecessor to the instant
assignee, discloses a spacer for aerial cables . The spacer
includ e s a body member having at least one generally
arcuale cable reta i ning means adapted to engage a surface of
the conductor cable and retain the cable in a concave seat of
the spacer. One end of the cable retaining means is pivotally
supported on the body member . Generally arcuate ratchet
to o t h means are provided adjacent the other end of the cable
r e taining means . Generally arcuate ratchet tooth means are
als o provided on the body member outwardly of the concave
sea[ . The teeth o f the reta iner ratchet tooth means are
engagable with th e tee th of the body me mber rat c het tooth
means when the reta i ning means is rotated about its piv o tal
support, thereby to firmly retain the conductor cable in the
concave seat .
Hawkins U.S . Pat . No . 4,480,149 discloses a spacer for

overheard electric linas. The cable is gripped between an
inside clastomer hushing and an outside elastomer bushing .
The bushing halves are compressed and held together about
the conductor by a U-shaped resilient clip, which has snaps
which are fitted into grooves disposed on the spacer.

However, it has been found in the prior art spacers that the
force exerted on the cable is n ot satisfactory . Alternatively,
it has been found that it is difficult to close the cable retainer
with sufficient force e xerte d on the cable .

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

35 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG . 1 is an elevational view of a prior art aerial cable
spacer, having a plurality of cable retai ners;
FIG . 2 is a plan view of one of the prior art cable re t ainers

40 of FIG . 1 ;
FIG . 3 is a cross-sectional v i ew of the prio r art cable

retainer taken along line 3 3 of FIG . 2 ; and
FIG . 4 is an elevational view of a cable retainer in

accordance with the present invention .
45

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
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arcuale arm 50 firmly contacts the messenger cable 14
thereby to firmly hold it in its seat 26.
The holes or perforations 44 may be used to close and

open the retaining means 48 by inserting a screwdriver or
other elongate tool and, using the tool as a lever, either to
tighten the retaining means 48 with respect to the cable 13,
14 or to pry it open so that it may be rotated to an open
posit i on in the event is becomes necessary to repair or
replace the cables 13, 14 .

It will be apparent to persons skilled in the art that a spacer
embodying this invention is new, economical to manufac-
ture, and assemble and durable in use. It is also free from
bushings, sleeves and grommets surrounding the messenger
and conductor cables 13, 14 and the spacer can accommo-
date a wide range of cable sizes . Furthermore, it consists of
only two parts, the body 10, and four cable retaining means
48 and all of these parts are made of the same polymeric
material at th e same time using a single mold cut . The body
10 and the reta ining means 48 are weather and track resis-
tant . In addit ion, t h e nove l cable retaining means 48 is easily
closed while also providin g a sufficient force on the cable 13,
14.

Whsle a preferred embod i ment of a spacer for aerial
cables embody ing the invention has been shown in the
drawings, it is tube understood that this disclosure is for the
purpose of illustration only, and that various changes in
shape, proportion and arrangement of parts as well as the
substitution o f equivalent elements for those shown and
described herein may be made without departing from the
sp irit and scope of the invention as set forth in the appended
cl aims .

What is claimed :
1 . A device for supporting and spacing aerial cables, the

device comprising :

a main body portion, the main body portion having,
a cable seat, and
a first side adjacent cable seat, and
a se cond side adj acent the cable seat and opposite from

the first side ; and
a flexible cable retaining arm having,

a first end pivotally coupled to the second side of the
main body portion,

a second end, the seco nd end having a means for
releasably engaging the first side of the main body
portion, noel

mid portion, the mid portion having a fulcrum portion,
whereby the fle xible cable retaining arm is capable of
closing upon a cable positioned in the cable seat, and being
flex ible so as to create a resilient force in conjun ction with
the fulcrum portion, engaging and applying this force to the
cable and w h ereby t he flexible cable retaining arm, with the
fulcrum portion engaging the cable, allows further closing
force to be applied to the second end and the cable, as the
flexible cable retaining arm bends, and the releasably engag-
ing means, being capable of securely locking the bent
flexible cable retaining arm, maintains this force on the
cable .

Z . A The device of claim 1, wherein the first side of the
main body portion includes a plurality of teeth and the
re]ea.5ably engaging means includes a portion capable of
releasably engaging the plurality of teeth, whereby the cable
retaining arm is releasably locked in a position to retain the
cable in the cable seat.

3 . The device of claim 1, wherein the mid portion includes
an elbow portion the fulcrum portion bei ng located between
the elbow portion and the first end of the cable retaining arm .

3
The body also compr i ses semi-cylindrical sockets 32, The

sockets 32 are located adjacent to the sides of the respective
seat 24 and 26 . The sockets 32 are located opp o site from the
respective body ratchet tooth means 28 . The sockets 32 art;
provided with slots 34 which are formed in part by the s
flanges 36 which form reinforcements for the sockets 32 .

Each cable retaining means 12 comprises a pair of parallel
spaced generally arcuate arms 38 (FIGS . 2 and 3), connected
together at one end by a generally cylindrical member 40
and at the other end by a transve rse member 42 . The 10
transverse member 42 is provided with a hole or perforation
44 . The transverse members 42 of the retaining means 12 are
also provided with generally ratchet tooth means 46 .

FIG . 4 discloses the cable retaini ng means 48 in accor-
dance with the present invention . Many of the features of the 75
prior art are i dentical t o certain features of the cable retain-
ing m eans 48 of the present invention . Where the features o f
the prior art are identical to the present invention, the sane
refer ence numbers are used .

FIG . 4 shows a portion of the bod y members 10 . The 2~
co n cave cable scat 24 is shown with the ratchet tooth means
28 on o ne side and the s o c ket 32 located on the other sid e .
The cabl e retaining means 48 includes a pair of spaced
generally arcuat e arms 50, one of which is shown in FIG . 4 . 25
Similar to the p ri or art arcuate arm 38 shown in FIGS . 2 and
3, the other arcuale arm (not shown) of the retaining means
48 is a mirror image of the arcuaie arm 50 shown in FIG . 4 .
The pair of spaced generally arcuate arms 50 are i.-shaped,
with a mid portion 52 having an elbow 54 and a fulcrum 30
portion 56. Tn the preferred embodiment, the cable retaining
means 48, including the fulcrum portion 56, are formed as
a single piece by an injection mold .

'Io assemble the parts of the spacer, it is only necessary to
snap each of the generally cylindrical members 40 through 3$
the slits 34 and into the respective socket 32 .

To install the spacer, the cable retaining means 48 are
rotated to open positions in which they are temporarily
ret a ined because of t he snug fit between the generally
cylindrical members 40 and the respect ive socket 32 . The 40
messenger cable scat 26 is then placed over the messenger
cable 14 and the cable retaining means 49 adjacent to it is
partially closed to hold the messenger cable 14 in its seat 26 .
Then the conductor cables 13 arc positioned in the scats 24,
The cable retaining means 48 are each rotated to closed 45
positions so that the ratchet tooth means 46 engages the
respective body member ratchet tooth means 28, and the
fulcrum portions 56 of the generally arcuate arms 50 firmly
contact the i nsulating sheaths 15 of the conducto r cables 13 .
Further movement o f the complete retaining means 48 wi ll 5u
be restricted du e to t h e en g agement of the fulcrum portions
56 with the conductor cable 13 . However, the pliable nature
of the retaining mea ns 48 will allow a certain degree of
flexing between the fulcrum portions 56 and the transverse
member 42 . As a r esult, the retaining m e ans 48 may be ss
easily moved further in the closing direction with the
engaging ratchet t ooth means 46 and the body ratchet tooth
means 28 locking the retaining means 48 in position wi th
respect to the body member 10 .

The further movement of the retaining means 48 beyond so
the initial conta c t of the fulcrum portions 56 with the cables
13, 14 introduces a spring force in the arcuate arm 50 which
causes the fulcrum port i ons 56 to exert a respectively greater
force on the cables 13, 14 .'Thusthe conductor cables 13 are
firmly held in the ir respective seats 24 . The retaining means 55
48 for the messenger cable 14 is similarly rotated to a fully
closed position so that the fulc rum portion 56 of its generally
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4 . The device of claim 1, wherein the fulcrum portion
includes a projection extend i ng from the retaining arm in a
direction generally towards the cable seat with the cable
retaining arm in a closed position .

5 . The device of claim 1, where in the cable retaining arm
and fulcrum portion are formed as a single piece by an
injection mold .

6. A device for supporting and spacing aerial cables, the
device compr i sing :

at least one cable retaine r, each of said at least one cable
retainer having;
a cable sea t ,
a fi r st adjace nt c able seat,
a second side adjacent the cable seat and opposite from

the first side, and
a flexible cable retaining arm having,
a first end pivotally coupled to the second side,
a second end, the second end having a means for

relcasably engaging the first side of the main body
portion, and
mid portion, the mid portion having a fulcrum

portion,
whereby the flexible cable retaining arm is capable of
closing upon a cable positioned in the cable seat and being
flexible so as to create a resilient force in conjunction with
the fulcrum portion engaging and applying this force to the
cable and whereby the flexible cable retaining arm, with the
fulcrum portion e ngaging the cable, allows further closing
force to be appli ed t o the second end and the c a ble, as the
flexible c able ret aining arm bends, and the releasably engag-
ing means , being capable of securely locking the bent
flexible cable retaining arm, maintains this force on the
cable .

7 . The device nTclaim 6, wherein the first side of the cable
seat includes a plurality of teeth and the releasably engaging
means includes a portion capable of releasably engaging the
plurality of teeth, whereby the cable retain ing arm is releas-
ably locked in a position to r e tain the cable in the cable seat .

S . The device of claim 6, wherein the mid portion includes
an elbow portion, the fulcrum port ion being located between
the elbow portion and the first end of the cable retaining arm .

9 . The device of claim 6 , wherein the fulcrum portion
i ncludes a projection extending from the retaining arm in a
direction generally towards the cable seat with the cable
retaining arm in a closed position.

10 . The device o f claim 6, wherein the cable retain i ng arm
and fulcrum portion arc formed as a single piece by an
i nje ction mold .

5
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11 . An aerial cable sp acer comprising:
a main body portion having a messenger cable retainer

and at least one co nducto r cab le retainer, each of the
messenger and cable retainers having,
a hook portion extend i ng in a pla n e and having,

a neck portion extendi ng from the ma in body
portion,

a head portion extending from t h e neck portion, the
head portion forming a concave cable se at,

an end portion extending from the head portion,
a flexible c able r e t ainin g a rm having,

first and second parallel arms, eac h arm having a first
end pivotally coupled to the hook por t ion adjacent
the concave cable seat a n d opposite from the end
portion, a second end and a mid portion, the mid
portion having a fulcrum portion,

a cross member havi n g a fir st end and a seco n d end,
each cross member end connected to a respective
second end of t he first and second parallel arms, and

means for releasably engaging the end po rtion of the
hook portion, the releasab ly engagi n g means extend-
ing from the cross member, whereby the flexible
cable retaining arm is capable of closing upon a
cable positioned in the cable sea l with the fulcr um
portion e n gaging and applying a force to the cable
and whereby the flexible cable retaining arm, with
the fulcrum po rtion engaging the cable, allows fur-
ther closing force to be applied to t he second end and
the cable, as the flexible retaini ng arm bends, and the
releasably engaging means, being capable of
securely locking the bent flexible cable retaining
arm, maintains this force on the cable .

12 . The device of claim 11, wherein the end portion of the
cable spat includes a plurality of tee th a nd th e releasahly
engaging means includes a portion capable of releasably
engaging the plurality o f tee t h, whereby the cable retaining
arm is releasahly locked in a position to retai n the cable i n
the cable scat .

13 . The aeri al cab l e spacer of claim 11, whe rein the mid
p ortion includes an elbow por tion, each fulcrum portion
b e in g located be t ween the respective elbow po r t ion and t he
respec tive first end of the parallel arms .

14. The aerial cable spacer of claim 11, wherein each of
the fulcrum portions includes a projection extending from
the retaining arm in a directio n generally towards the cable
seat wi t h the cable retaining arm in a closed posit ion.

15. The aerial cable spacer of claim 11, wherein each
cable retaining arm and fulcrum portion are molded as a
singl e pi ece .
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To Whom it May Concern :

Eric Snitgen
Vice President and General Manager-Hendrix Aerial Cable and Systems
53 Old Wilton Road, Milford NH 03055-3119
603-249-1261
esnitgen@hendrix-wc .cam
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LDLA PI PER

March 23, 2007
VIA UPS

Southwire Company
Attention: Legal Department
One Southwire Drive
Carrollton, Georgia 30119

Re: Hendrix Wire & Cable Cn,
U.S. Patent No. 6,047,930

DLA Piper US LLP
203 North LaSalle Street, Suite 1900
Chicago, I llinois 60601-1263
www.dlapiper .cvm

Thomas W. Ryan
thomas . ryan@dlapiper .com
T 372 .368 . 4058
F 312 .630 . 7388

We represent Hendrix Wire & Cable Co . of Milford, New Hampshire ("Hendrix") in the acquisition and
protection of the company's valuable intellectual property rights . Hendrix is the owner of U .S. Patent
Number 6,047,930 (the " `930 patent") covering an aerial cable retainer ; a copy of the `930 patent is
enclosed for your reference .

Hendrix recently came into possession of an aerial spacer, depicted in the enclosed photographs, that was
apparently manufactured by PLP-Brazil (the "PLP Spacer") for your company. It is Hendrix's
understanding that the PLP Spacer has been shown at trade shows within the United States and may be
sold as part of a "kit ." In conjunction with Hendrix, we have reviewed the PLP Spacer and based on our
review, it appears that the PLP Spacer literally and directly infringes one or more claims of the `93Q
patent.

Pursuant to Section 271 of Title 35 of the United States Code (37 U .S.C . §271) "whoever without
authority makes, uses, offers to sell or sells any patented invention within the United States or import into
the United States any patented invention during the term of the patent therefore, infringes the patent"
(emphasis added). Under United States law, Hendrix is entitled to seek monetary damages in the form of
lost sales or a reasonable royalty and a permanent injunction against future sales and manufacture, To the
extent that any sales have taken place subsequent to you learning of Hendrix's patent, whether through
this letter or prior knowledge, Hendrix is entitled to seek treble damages for willful infringement.

At this point in time, Hendrix would prefer Southwire to withdraw the PLP Spacer from its product
offering or seek a prompt commercial resolution to this issue . If you prefer a commercial resolution,
please contact the following on or before April 10, 2007 to begin such discussions ;
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[DLA PIPER

Southwire Company
March 23, 2007
Page 2

Please be clear: Although Hendrix Currently desires to handle this matter by way of business-to-business
discussions, such position in no way diminishes Hendrix's belief that the PLP Spacer infringes the `930
patent and may not be used, sold, offered for sale or imported into the United States . Further, if

Southwire unable to provide a timely and satisfactory commercial resolution, Hendrix will have no choice
but to otherwise consider all legal and equitable remedies to protect its valuable intellectual property
rights .

For your information, please note that Hendrix has two additional U,S . Patents, U.S. Patent Nos .
6,170,783 and 6,303,856, also directed toward aerial spacers . Copies of these two patents are also
enclosed

We took forward to your prompt reply and ftill compliance .

Sincerely,

DLA Piper US LAP

Thnznas W, Ryan

TWR:kw
Enclosures

cc: Eric Snitgen
R. Blake Johnston, Esq.
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Violations List

Patent- 6,047,930

Claim #1 - Support of Cable
Cable seat, first and second adjacent cable seat
Flexible cable retaining arm

Claim #2 - Hook Description
Teeth used to retain cable

Claim #3 - Fulcrum Description
Location of fulcrum

Claim #4 - Fulcrum Portion
Extended projection

Claim #5 - Retaining Arm
Injection molded

Claim#6 - Support of Cable (similar to Claim #1)
Cable seat, first and second adjacent cable seat
Flexible cable retaining arm

Claim #7 - Hook Description
Teeth used to retain cable (similar to Claim #2)

Claim #8 - Fulcrum Description (similar to Claim #3)
Location of fulcrum

Claim #9 - Fulcrum Portion (similar to Claim #4)
Extended projection

Claim #10 - Retaining Arm (similar to Claim #5)
Injection molded

Claim #11 - Support of Cable (similar to Claim #1 and #6)
Cable seat, first and second adjacent cable seat
Flexible cable retaining arm

Claim #12 - Hook Description (similar to Claim #2 and #7)
Teeth used to retain cable

Claim #13 - Fulcrum Description (similar to Claim #3 and #8)
Location of fulcrum

Claim #14 - Fulcrum Portion (similar to Claim #4 and #9)
Exkende[d projection

Claim #15 - Retaining Arm (similar to Claim #5 and #10)
Injection molded
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