Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 1 of 16

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS
HOUSTON DIVISION

SUPERBAG OPERATING, LTD.
Plaintiff,

CIVIL ACTION NO. 4:07-cv-01920

V.

INTEPLAST GROUP, LTD.,,

INTEGRATED BAGGING SYSTEMS

CORPORATION, ALCOM USA,

INC., AND EURO PACKAGING LLC
Defendants.

JURY TRIAL DEMANDED

wn W W W W W W W L W

AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

Plaintiff Superbag Operating, Ltd. (“Superbag”) asserts claims against the Defendants for
patent infringement as follows:

The Parties and the Jurisdiction of this Court

1. Superbag is a limited partnership established under the laws of the State of Texas,
and its principal place of business is at 9291 Baythorne Drive, Houston, Texas 77041. Superbag

manufactures and sells T-shirt-styled grocery and retail bags.

2. On information and belief, Inteplast Group Ltd. is a limited partnership
established under the laws of the State of Texas, and its principal place of business is at 9 Peach
Hill Tree Road Livingston, N.J. 07039. Its registered agent, authorized to accept service of
process, is Corporation Service Company, which can be served at 701 Brazos Street, Suite 1050,
Austin, TX 78701. On information and belief, Inteplast Group Ltd. imports into the United
States, manufactures, sells and/or offers for sale in the U.S. T-shirt-styled grocery and retail

bags.

Page 1



Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 2 of 16

3. On information and belief, Integrated Bagging Systems is a corporation
established under the laws of the State of Delaware, and its principal place of business is at 101
Inteplast Blvd., Lolita, TX 77971. Its registered agent, authorized to accept service of process, is
Corporation Service Company, which can be served at 701 Brazos St., Suite 1050, Austin, TX
78701. On information and belief, Integrated Bagging Systems imports into the United States,

manufactures, sells and/or offers for sale in the U.S. T-shirt-styled grocery and retail bags.

4, On information and belief, ALCOM USA, Inc. is a corporation established under
the laws of the State of Texas, and its principal place of business is at 12718 Old Manse Ct.,
Sugar Land, TX 77478. Its registered agent, authorized to accept service of process, is James
Lin, who can be served at the same address. On information and belief, ALCOM USA, Inc.
imports into the United States, manufactures, sells and/or offers for sale in the U.S. T-shirt-styled

grocery and retail bags.

5. On information and belief, Euro Packaging LLC is a Limited Liability Company
established under the laws of the State of Delaware, and its principal place of business is at 14
Garbedian Dr., Salem, New Hampshire. Its registered agent, authorized to accept service of
process, is Lorne M. Fienberg, and can be served at 900 Elm St., P.O. Box 326, Manchester,
New Hampshire 03105. On information and belief, Euro Packaging LLC imports into the United
States, manufactures, sells and/or offers for sale in the U.S. T-shirt-styled grocery and retail

bags.

6. This action arises under the Patent Laws of the United States of America, 35

U.S.C. 8 1 et seq.

7. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1338(a).
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8. Venue is proper in this judicial district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391. On
information and belief, Defendants have engaged in the patent infringement complained of in
this judicial district, and reside in this judicial district for purposes of venue, and/or a substantial
part of the events or omissions giving rise to the claim occurred and/or a substantial part of the

property is located in this judicial district.

9. Each of the Defendants is, upon information and belief, subject to personal

jurisdiction in this judicial district because of their acts of infringement complained of herein.

Count 1
Claim for Infringement of U.S. Patent No. 5,188,235

10.  On February 23, 1993, United States Patent No. 5,188,235 (“the ‘235 patent”)
entitled “Bag Pack” was duly and legally issued to Superbag Corporation as assignee. Plaintiff
Superbag, as the sole successor to Superbag Corporation by merger, is the sole owner of the ‘235

patent and has the sole right to sue and recover for its infringement.

11. The 235 patent pertains to T-shirt-styled plastic grocery and retail bags, which
are used by grocers and retailers for sacking customers’ purchases. A copy of the ‘235 patent is
attached hereto as Exhibit 1. (Exhibit 1 was inadvertently omitted from the Complaint as

electronically filed on June 8, 2007.)

12.  Superbag makes and sells T-shirt-styled plastic grocery and retail bags that are

covered by the ‘235 patent, and Superbag has marked its bags with the ‘235 patent number.

13. Upon information and belief, Defendant ALCOM USA, Inc. has made, sold,
offered for sale in the U.S., imported and/or used and/or are presently making, selling, offering

for sale in the U.S., importing and/or using T-shirt-styled plastic grocery and retail bags that
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infringe one or more of the claims of the 235 patent. Further, upon information and belief,
Defendant ALCOM USA, Inc. has induced and/or contributed and/or are presently inducing

and/or contributing to the infringement of one or more claims of the 235 patent.

14, Upon information and belief, Defendants Integrated Bagging Systems and
Inteplast Group, Ltd. have made, sold, offered for sale in the U.S., imported and/or used and/or
are presently making, selling, offering for sale in the U.S., importing and/or using T-shirt-styled
plastic grocery and retail bags that infringe one or more of the claims of the ‘235 patent. Further,
upon information and belief, Defendants Integrated Bagging Systems and Inteplast Group, Ltd.
have induced and/or contributed and/or are presently inducing and/or contributing to the

infringement of one or more claims of the ‘235 patent.

15. Upon information and belief, Defendant Euro Packaging LLC has made, sold,
offered for sale in the U.S., imported and/or used and/or are presently making, selling, offering
for sale in the U.S., importing and/or using T-shirt-styled plastic grocery and retail bags that
infringe one or more of the claims of the ‘235 patent. Further, upon information and belief,
Defendant Euro Packaging LLC has induced and/or contributed and/or are presently inducing

and/or contributing to the infringement of one or more claims of the ‘235 patent.

16.  Superbag has suffered damages as a result of Defendants’ patent infringement.
Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284, Superbag is entitled to damages adequate to compensate Superbag
for Defendants’ patent infringement, but in any event Superbag is entitled to no less than a
reasonable royalty for the wrongful use made of the invention of the 235 patent by Defendants,

together with interest and costs as fixed by the Court.
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17. Upon information and belief, Defendants’ infringement of the ‘235 patent has
been willful and deliberate and will continue unless enjoined by this Court. Superbag notified
Inteplast of the ‘235 patent at least as early as December 1998. In response to Superbag’s notice
letter, Inteplast indicated in its letters of December 29, 1998, and February 22, 1999 that
Inteplast had made only a limited number of infringing bags and that Inteplast would cease
making or selling bags which infringe the ‘235 patent. On information and belief, Inteplast later
changed its mind and began making, using, selling, importing, and offering for sale in the U.S.
bags that infringe Superbag’s ‘235 patent. Pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284, Superbag requests that

the Court award Superbag enhanced damages of three times the amount found or assessed.

18. Superbag previously initiated an investigation by the U.S. International Trade
Commission regarding the importation of infringing plastic bags, ITC No. 337-TA-492. The
ITC found infringement of the ‘235 patent and unfair competition under 19 U.S.C. § 1337, and
issued a General Exclusion Order prohibiting the importation of bags that infringe the ‘235

patent.

19.  On information and belief, sometime in March or April 2007, Inteplast sought to
import about 25 cargo containers of certain plastic bags. The U.S. Department of Homeland
Security concluded that such bags infringed Superbag’s ‘235 patent and refused to permit such
bags to enter the U.S. pursuant to the ITC’s General Exclusion Order. Superbag reached an
agreement with Inteplast as to the bags in such containers. Except for the arrangement between
Superbag and Inteplast as to only the bags in such containers, Superbag has not authorized
Inteplast to import, make, use, sell, or offer for sale any bags which infringe. Superbag does not

seek damages or other relief from the Court for the Inteplast bags in such containers.
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Request for Jury Trial

20. Superbag requests a jury trial.

Prayer for Relief

WHEREFORE, Superbag respectfully prays for and requests that this Court grant the
following relief to Superbag:

A. Permanently enjoining each of Defendants, and each of their respective officers,
agents, servants, employees, and attorneys, and those persons in active concert or participation
with each Defendant, from continuing to infringe, contribute to the infringement of the ‘235
patent, and/or from inducing others to infringe the ‘235 patent.

B. Awarding Superbag its damages in an amount sufficient to compensate Superbag
for its losses arising as a result of Defendants’ infringement of the ‘235 patent, together with
interest from the date of damage and the costs of this action.

C. Awarding three times the amount of the damages pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284.

D. Finding that this case is exceptional under 35 U.S.C. 8§ 285 and awarding
Superbag its reasonable attorney’s fees in connection with this case, together with its costs
incurred in connection with this case.

E. Awarding Superbag such pre-judgment and post-judgment interest as may be
allowed by law.

F. Awarding to Superbag such other relief, legal or equitable, to which Superbag

may be entitled.
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Respectfully submitted,

Date: June 11, 2007 /s/ Steven R. Borgman

Steven R. Borgman
Attorney-in-Charge

Texas State Bar No. 02670300
S.D. Bar No. 9042

VINSON & ELKINS L.L.P.
2300 First City Tower

1001 Fannin Street

Houston, Texas 77002-6760
Phone: 713-758-2002
Facsimile: 713-615-5758
Email: sborgman@velaw.com

Of Counsel:

Joseph Zito

ZITO tlp

26005 Ridge Road, Suite 203
Damascus MD US 20872
Phone: 301-601-5010
Facsimile: 301-576-3531
Email: joe@zitotlp.com

ATTORNEYS FOR PLAINTIFF,
SUPERBAG OPERATING, LTD.

Houston 3286880v.1
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[57] ABSTRACT

A bag pack is disclosed formed of multiple stacked
handle bags having aligned mounting apertures defined
through the handle portions of the bags for reception of
mounting rods therethrough. The mounting apertures
are formed as elongated, generally vertically extending,
slots having curved upper and lower portions. Elon-
gated mounting slots make possible the use of shorter
handles for the bags without sacrificing either the size
of the mouth opening during loading or the carrying
capacity of the bags. A central mounting tab on the
multiple stacked bags has a vertical perforation extend-
ing between a generally horizontal central mounting
aperture and the bag mouth, thus permitting the bag to
be removed from a cooperating bag rack without leav-
ing any portion of the central mounting tab on the bag
rack.

19 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets

EXHIBI® 1




Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 10 of 16

U.S. Patent Feb. 23, 1993 Sheet 1 of 3 5,188,235
-50 50- "'Hl]"
~36 36~
34
16~ 34 {16

FIG. 1




Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 11 of 16

U.S. Patent Feb. 23, 1993 Sheet 2 of 3 5,188,235

FIG. 3

LTI




U.S. Patent Feb. 23, 1993 Sheet 3 of 3 5,188,235




Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 13 of 16

5,188,235

1
BAG PACK

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to thermoplastic shopping bags
of the type used at grocery store checkout counters.
More particularly, it relates to such bags inter-related in
a manner which enables the simultaneous mounting of
multiple bags, as a unit or bag pack, on a mounting rack
within the bags, in turn, being individually opened and
loaded while on the rack and subsequently removed
therefrom.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Bags of the general type involved herein are fre-
quently formed from flattened tube portions selectively
severed from a length of tubing of appropriate material
and subsequently heat sealed along the lower and upper
edges thereof. An appropriate mounth-defining U-
shaped cutout is normally made through the sealed
upper edge, this cutout simultaneously defining both the
upper mouth of the bag and a pair of laterally spaced
handles. Such bags can be formed with or without side
gussets.

It has become increasingly common to provide such
bags in packs for suspension on racks with the individ-
val bags separately dispensed therefrom. For such pur-
pose, mounting apertures are formed in the handle por-
tions of such bags as shown, for example, in U.S. Pat.
No. 4,676,378 and U.S. Pat. No. Re. 33,264. In such
prior art bags the mounting aperatures are formed as
small round holes having a2 diameter not sustantially
larger than that of the mounting rods of the cooperating
racks. When such bags are disposed in a mouth open
position on the rods of the mounting rack (see, for ex-
ample, FIGS. 2 and 10 of U.S. Pat. No. 4,676,378), the
mounting apertures of the front and rear handles of the
bag are displaced from each other as far as possible,
with the length of displacement being limited by the
maximum opening width of the bag and the length of
the joined handle portions of the bags above the mount-
ing apertures. This requires that the prior art bags have
relatively elongated handle portions above the mount-
ing apertures since, otherwise, it would not be possible
to open the bag mouth to the extent required for filling.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is, accordingly, a principal object of the present
invention to provide an improved bag construction in
which elongated mounting apertures in the form of
substantially vertical slots with rounded end portions
are provided in the handle portions of the bags so that
the mounting apertures may be formed much nearer the
top of the handle portions while still permitting maxi-
mum opening of the bag mouths on the dispensing
racks. The improved construction according to the
present invention makes possible use of shorter bag
handles, and resultant savings of material costs, without
sacrificing ease of use of the bags. The improved con-
struction also makes bag packs in accordance with the
present invention more versatile in that they can be used
with bag dispensing racks of various types and various
support arm configurations, whereas prior art bag packs
generally were designed for use with specific support
racks of the same manufacturer.

A further object and advantage of the present inven-
tion is to provide an improved bag pack which is more
easily dispensed from the support/dispensing rack and
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2
which leaves no detachable tab or other portion of the
bag on the rack after dispensing.

Additional objects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the foliowing specifica-
tion and claims and from the appended drawings in
which like numerals indicate like parts and in which:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view in front elevation of a bag pack
formed in accordance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a partial perspective view of the bag pack of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a partial perspective view illustrating a bag
pack in accordance with the present invention mounted
on a rack with the bag handles engaged with a pair of
mounting rods;

FIG. 4 is a partial perspective view from a different
angle of the bag pack and rack of FIG. 3; and

FIG. 5 is a partial perspective view illustrating a bag
drawn forwardly from the bag pack and maintained on
the support rods in its mouth open loading position.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring now more specifically to the drawings,
reference numeral 10 designates a bag pack formed, in
accordance with the present invention, of multiple indi-
vidual bags 12.

The bags 12 are preferably of a lightweight, highly
flexible and strong thermoplastic materials, and are
conventionally fabricated from a continuous plastic
tube gusseted, flattened and heat sealed at opposed
upper and lower ends. The mouth 14 of the bag 12 is
formed by a cutout inwardly and centrally through the
upper portion of the bag. This cutout defines front and
rear central mounting tabs 15 and a pair of laterally
spaced upwardly extending handles 16 formed of up-
wardly extending portions of the front and rear panels
18 and 20 of the bag 12 respectively as well as similarly
upwardly extending portions of the side gussets 22. The
lower portions of the bag handles define the lateral
extent of the bag mouth and upper portions of the bag
handles define a hand grip for the bags. Such bag con-
struction, as thus far described, is generally known in
the art as will be appreciated from U.S. Pat. No.
4,529,090.

It is a principal purpose of the invention to provide
for the mounting of a pack 10 of the bags 12 on a sup-
port rack 24 for both the selective dispensing of the
individual bags by the handles and with the open mouth
upwardly directed for a loading of the bag. The rack 24
will basically consist of a flat base or support panel 26
and a pair of laterally.spaced supported arms 28 posi-
tioned vertically above the base panel 26 a distance
sufficient to acccommodate a fully expanded bag with
the handles 16 engaged with the support arms 28 and
the bottom of the bag on the panel 26. A transverse
member 29, extending between the support arms 28,
supports a tab receiving hook element 30 for engage-
ment through apertures formed in or below the tab
portions 15 of the bags, as described below. The support
arms 28 and transverse member 29 may be rigidly joined
to a vertical member 31 which in turn has its lower end
appropriately rigidly affixed to the panel 26 toward the
rear thereof. The bag pack 10 will normally be accom-
modated generally rearward on the rack 24 toward the
upright, or vertical member, allowing for the forward




Case 4:07-cv-01920 Document 4 Filed in TXSD on 06/11/07 Page 14 of 16

5,188,235

3

extent of the support panel 26 and overlying support
rods 28 to accommodate an opened bag for loading
purposes. The rack 24 will also normally include up-
turned forward ends 32 on the laterally spaced horizon-
tal support rods 28, for preventing accidental forward
displacement of the bag handles off of the forward ends
of the support rods.

As will be appreciated from FIGS. 2 through 4, it is
specifically intended that the bag pack 10 be suspended
from the support rods 28 by handles 16 and from the
central mounting tabs 15 by the hook 30 in a manner
whereby each individual bag 12, as it is moved forward
from the pack 10, is retained in an upright open position,
by the handle engaged support rods 28, for a loading
thereof prior to removal from the rack 24. Accordingly,
specific provision is made, in the present invention, for
the engagement of the bag handles 16 with the support
rods 28.

The engagement of the bag handles is achieved by the
provision of rod receiving mounting apertures 34, one
through each bag handle 16. The mounting apertures 34
are formed by elongated generally vertical slots or
openings extending longitudinally of the bag handles.
The vertical slots 34 terminate in bottom and top semi-
circular curved portions 36 and 38, respectively, which
serve to distribute and relieve stresses imposed on the
mounting slots. As explained below, the elongated
mounting slots make it possible to open the bag mouth
to its full desired extent without having a substantial
length of bag handle above the top of the mounting
slots. Accordingly, the vertical mounting slots prefera-
bly have their upper portions disposed near the upper
termination of the bag handles 16 with the distance
between the top of the upper curved portions 36 and the
tops of the bag handles being preferably no more than
about the length of the vertical slots.

Flaps 40 formed of handle material as the vertical
mounting slots 34 and curved ends 36, 38 are formed by
a knife or razor cut, preferably are left in place. They
are displaced from the bag pack as the bag pack is in-
serted on the mounting arms 28 of the rack and help to
provide frictional engagement between the mounting
arms and the bag pack to keep the bag pack disposed on
the rearward portion of the mounting arms as individual
bags are pulled forward for opening and use.

As shown in FIGS. 2 through 4, when the bag pack
is placed on the mounting rack the parallel supporting
arms 28 will be received in the upper curved portions 36
of the mounting apertures or slots 34. As an individual
bag is pulled forward on the mounting arms 28, and
disposed in a mouth open position for loading, the upper
portions 36 of the mounting slots will remain resting on
the support rods 28. However, as the bag is opened, the
remainder of the slot may be disposed generally longitu-
dinally of the mounting rods 28, as shown in FIGS. 2
and 4, to permit maximum opening of the bag mouth
areca. This construction makes it possible to shorten the
overall Jength of the handles 16, and thus the overall
length of the bags 10, without sacrificing either storage
capacity of the bag or the size of the mouth opening
during filling operations.

Use of the elongated mounting apertures or slots 34
also makes the bag packs of the present invention more
versatile than prior art bag packs. Since the mounting
apertures are larger in size than in prior art bags, and
extend over a substantial vertical length, they allow one
bag construction to be used with various heights and
designs of mounting racks. For example, a single bag
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pack formed in accordance with the present invention
may be used on mounting racks with the support arms
at varying heights and horizontal spacing, with signal or
double support arms and with support arms of various
diameters. Bags of varying capacity (e.g., 1/6th or
1/7th barrel capacity bags) also may be used on a single
mounting rack having a single pair of support arms.
This permits bag packs in accordance with the present
invention to be used on a wide variety of bag racks
already in place in supermarkets.

A further improved feature of the bag pack in accor-
dance with the present invention involves the central
mounting tab 15. It is conventional in prior art bag
structures for the central mounting tab to include an
aperture engageable with a hook on the bag rack to
support the central portion of the bag pack. The tops of
all of the mounting tabs conventionally are bonded
together to provide a unitary bag pack structure. A
horizontal perforated line below the central aperture
conventionally is provided so that each bag may be
separated from the bonded mounting tabs as it is dis-
pensed. See, for example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,529,090. The
portions of the mounting tabs above the perforated line
remain on the rack as the bags are used, forming a
clump of bonded tab tops which must be removed from
the rack before the next bag pack is placed on the rack.

Such prior art structure is improved upon in the pres-
ent invention by providing curved and generally hori-
zontal elongated central mounting aperture 42, with
upwardly facing curved end portions 44, 46, in the
lower portion of, or just below, the central mounting
tabs 15. The mounting aperture 42 is engageable with
the central hook 30 on the bag rack 24. Alternatively, it
may be engageable with other hook designs of prior art
bag rack structures, as, for example, with the much
wider hook element 30 of U.S. Pat. No. Re. 33,264,

A weakened or perforated severance line 48 extends

vertically between the center portion of the mounting
aperture 42 and the top of the tab 15. As individual bags
from the bag pack are pulled forwardly on the support
arms 28, the perforated severance line 48 will tear apart,
releasing the central tabs 15 from the support hook 30.
However, all portions of the mounting tabs 15 remain
attached to the bag 12 and are removed with the bag,
leaving no portions of the mounting tab on the support
rack. .
The generally horizontal mounting aperture 42 pref-
erably is formed in a downwardly facing curved config-
uration, with the central portion of the curve rising
toward the top of tab 15 and with the ends 44, 46 curv-
ing upward the inward.

The central curved portion helps center the mounting
tabs on the hook 30 and also concentrates forces as the
bottom of the perforated severance line 48, thus assur-
ing that severance will occur at the perforated sever-
ance line 48 rather than elsewhere in the tab area. The
upturned end portions 44, 46, of the central mounting
aperture 42 reduces force concentrations and avoids
accidental downward or side tears of the bag body
material.

In order to form the bag packs, a desired quantity of
individual bags 12 are disposed in overlapping arrange-
ment and cold pins or the like are inserted through the
overlying bags, deforming or swaging the bag material
in the immediate vicinity of the pin holes so as to re-
leaseably bond the individual bags together into a uni-
tary pack. The bond thus created is only sufficient to
hold the bags together as they are handled and placed
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on the dispensing racks. The deformed or swaged por-
tions attaching the individual bags to each other are
easily separated as the individual bags are dispensed
from the racks. Any desired number of such pin hole
sites may be provided. In the preferred embodiment,
two pin bonding sites 50 are provided in the handle
portions, one above each of the mounting apertures 34.
Two additional pin bonding sites 52 are provided in the
mounting tab 15, one on each side of the perforated line
48.

The pin holes 52 in the central tab 15 also provide a
self-opening feature for the bags. As the front wall of
the bag is pulled forward to open the bag for filling, the
attachment between the front and back portions of the
mounting tabs 15 will be severed, but the attachment
between the back portion of the tab 15 and the next bag
in the bag pack generally will not be severed. As the
filled bag then is lifted from the support arms 28, the
back portion of the mounting tab 15 will be pulled for-
ward, tending to open the mounting of the next follow-
ing bag before the connection between the two bags is
broken.

The foregoing disclosure and description of the pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention is illustative only
and various changes may be made in size, shape and
materials of construction without departing from the
scope of the invention, which is measured solely by the
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In a bag construction of the type comprising front
and rear bag walls, a closed bottom, and a top portion,
said top portion having a pair of laterally spaced han-
dles, said handles comprising integral extensions of said
front and rear bag walls, said front and rear bag walls,
between said handles, defining an open bag mouth, each
said handle extending above the bag mouth from a
lower handle portion defining the lateral extent of said
bag mouth to an upper handle portion defining a hand
grip, the improvement comprising front and rear cen-
tral mounting tabs formed integrally with said front and
rear bag walls and extending upwardly from the lower
portion of said open bag mouth, a central mounting
aperture associated with each of said front and rear
mounting tabs and adapted for cooperation with a sup-
port hook of a rack for mounting said bag and a weak-
ened portion defining a severance line in each of said
front and rear mounting tabs extending from said
mounting aperture to the top of said mounting tabs,

whereby when said bag is mounted on said rack with

said support hook of said rack engaging said
mounting aperture, said mounting tabs will sever
along said severance line as said front and rear bag
walls are moved forwardly of said mounting hook,
so that said bag may be removed from said bag rack
without leaving any portion of said mounting tabs
on said hook.

2. The bag according to claim 1 wherein said central
mounting aperture comprises an elongated, generally
horizontal, opening.

3. The bag according to claim 2 wherein said sever-
ance line extends generally vertically from the top cen-
ter portion of said mounting aperture to the top of said
mounting tabs.

4. The bag according to claim 3 wherein said elon-
gated, generally horizontal, opening is formed as a
downwardly facing curve to assist in centering said
central mounting tabs on said hook and to assist in con-
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centrating severance forces at said generally vertical
severance line of said mounting tabs.

5. The bag according to claim 4 wherein said curved,
generally horizontal elongated mounting aperture has
upturned curved end portions for improved stress relief
characteristics.

6. A bag pack mountable on a support rack of the
type having a pair of laterally spaced elongated support
rods and a central, upwardly facing, support hook dis-
posed between said support rods, said bag pack com-
prising: :

multiple stacked handle bags, each handle bag com-

prising a pair of laterally spaced upwardly project-
ing handles receivable on said spaced elongated
support rods and a central mounting tab disposed
between said spaced upwardly projecting handles
for cooperation with said mounting hook of said
rack, said multiple stacked bags being positioned
with the corresponding handles of the pair of han-
dles and the corresponding central mounting tabs
of each bag in stacked aligned overlying relation
forming a stack of central mounting tabs and a pair
of handle stacks, means releaseably bonding the
individual mounting tabs of said stock of mounting
tabs to each other, means releaseably bonding the
individual handles of said handle stacks to each
other, aligned mounting apertures through the
handles of each handle stack for simultaneous re-
ception of each handle stack over a corresponding
one of said support arms receivable through the
aligned apertures, aligned central mounting aper-
tures associate with said aligned mounting tabs for
simultaneous reception of each mounting tab in

" said stack of mounting tabs over said hook of said
rack and a weakened portion comprising a sever-
ance line extending generally vertically of each of
said aligned mounting tabs, from said central
mounting apertures to the top of said aligned
mounting tabs, whereby when said bag pack is
mounted on said rack with said mounting hook
through said aligned central mounting apertures,
said individual bags may be separated from said bag
pack and removed from said mounting rack by
severing said mounting tabs along said generally
vertically extending severance lines in said mount-
ing tabs and without leaving any portion of said
mounting tabs on said hook.

7. The bag pack according to claim 6 wherein said
means releaseably bonding the individual mounting tabs
of such stack of mounting tabs to each other comprise at
least one pin hole extending through said aligned
mounting tabs.

8. The bag pack according to claim 7 wherein said
bonding means provided by said pin hole extending
through said aligned mounting tabs provides a self-
opening feature for the bags of said bag pack, whereby
when a bag is removed from said bag pack the releas-
able bond between the mounting tab on the rear wall of
the bag being removed and the mounting tab on the
front wall of the next bag in the pack will tend to pull
the front wall mounting tab and front wall of the next
bag forward into a mouth open position.

9. A bag dispensing system comprising a bag pack of
multiple stacked handle bags and a rack for mounting
said bag pack and loading and individually removing
bags from said bag pack;

said rack comprising a pair of laterally spaced elon-

gated support rods having leading ends and a cen-
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tral, upwardly facing, support hook disposed be-
tween said support rods;

said bag pack comprising multiple stacked handle

bags, each handle bag comprising a pair of laterally
spaced upwardly projecting handles receivable on
said spaced clongated support rods and a central
mounting tab disposed between said spaced up-
wardly projecting handles for cooperation with
said mounting hook of said rack, said muitiple
stacked bags being positioned with the correspond-
ing handles of the pair of handles and the corre-
sponding central mounting tabs of each bag in
stacked aligned overlying relation forming a stack
of central mounting tabs and a pair of handle
stacks, means releaseably bonding the individual
mounting tabs of said stack of mounting tabs to
each other, means releaseably bonding the individ-
ual handles of said handle stacks to each other,
aligned mounting apertures through the handles of
each handle stack for simultaneous reception of
each handle stack over a corresponding one of said
support arms receivable through the aligned aper-
tures, aligned central mounting apertures associ-
ated with said aligned mounting tabs for simulta-
neous reception of each mounting tab in said stack
of mounting tabs over said hook of said rack and a
weakened portion comprising a severance line ex-
tending generally vertically of each of said aligned
mounting tabs, from said central mounting aper-
tures to the top of said aligned mounting tabs,
whereby when said bag pack is mounted on said
rack with said mounting hook through said aligned
central mounting apertures, said individual bags
may be separated from said bag pack and removed
from said mounting rack by severing said mounting
tabs along said generally vertically extending sev-
erance lines in said mounting tabs and without
leaving any portion of said mounting tabs on said
hook. .

10. The bag according to claim 9 wherein said central
mounting aperture comprises an elongated, generally
horizontal, opening.

11. The bag acccording to claim 10 wherein said
elongated, generally horizontal, opening is formed as a
downwardly facing curve to assist in centering said
central mounting tabs on said hook and to assist in con-
centrating severance forces at said generally vertical
severance line of said mounting tabs.

12. The bag according to claim 11 wherein said
curved, generally horizontal, elongated mounting aper-
ture has upturned curved end portions for improved
stress relief characteristics.

13. The bag pack according to claim 9 wherein said
means releaseably bonding the individual mounting tabs
of such stack of mounting tabs to each other comprise at
least one pin hole extending through said aligned
mounting tabs.

14. The bag pack according to claim 9 wherein said
bonding means provided by said pin hole extending
through said aligned mounted tabs provides a self-open-
ing feature for the bags of said bag pack, whereby when
a bag is removed from said bag pack the releasable bond
between the mounting tab on the rear wall of the bag
being removed and the mounting tab on the front wall
of the next bag in the pack will tend to pull the front
wall mounting tab and front wall of the next bag for-
ward into a mouth open position.

15. In a bag construction of the type comprising front
and rear bag walls, a closed bottom, and a top portion,
said top portion having a pair of laterally spaced han-
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dles, said handles comprising integral extensions of said
front and rear bag walls, said front and rear bag walls,
between said handles defining an open bag mouth, each
said handle extending above the bag mouth from a
lower handle portion defining the lateral extent of said
bag mouth to an upper handle portion defining a hand
grip, the improvement comprising front and rear
mounting apertures formed in said front and rear bag
walls and adapted for cooperation with a support hook
of a rack for mounting said bag and a weakened portion
defining a severance line in at least one of said front and
rear bag walls extending from said mounting aperture to
the top portion of said bag wall defining said bag mouth,
whereby when said bag is mounted on said rack with
said support hook of said rack engaging said mounting
apertures, said bag wall having said severance line will
sever along said severance line as said bag wall is moved
forwardly of said mounting hook, so that said bag may
be removed from said bag rack without leaving any
portion of said wall having said severance line on said
hook.

16. The bag according to claim 15 wherein said front
and rear mounting apertures comprise elongated, gener-
ally horizontal, openings.

17. The bag according to claim 15 wherein said sever-
ance linc extends generally vertically.

18. The bag according to claim 15 wherein said weak-
ened portion defining a severance line is provided in
each of said front and rear bag walls.

19. A bag pack mountable on a support rack of the
type having a pair of laterally spaced elongated support
rods and a central, upwardly facing, support hook dis-
posed between said support rods, said bag pack com-
prising:

multiple stacked handle bags, each handle bag com-

prising front and rear bag walls, a pair of laterally
spaced handles projecting upwardly from said bag
walls and receivable on said elongated spaced sup-
port rods, said multiple stacked bags being posi-
tioned with the corresponding handles of the pair
of handles and the corresponding walls of said
front and rear bag walls stacked in aligned overly-
ing relation, forming a stack of bag walls and a pair
of handle stacks, means releaseably bonding the
individual bag walls of said stack of bag walls to
each other, means releaseably bonding the individ-
ual handles of said handle stacks to each other,
aligned mounting apertures through the handles of
each handle stack for simultaneocus reception of
each handle stack over a corresponding one of said
support arms receivable through the aligned aper-
tures, aligned central mounting apertures formed in
said front and rear bag walls for simultaneous re-
ception of each bag wall in said stack of bag walls
over said hook of said rack and a weakened portion
defining a severance line formed in at least one of
said front and rear bag walls of each bag and ex-
tending from said mounting aperture in said bag
wall to the top portion of said bag wall, whereby
when said bag pack is mounted on said rack with
said mounting hook through said aligned central
mounting apertures, said bag wall having said sev-
erance line will sever along said severance line as
said bag wall is moved forwardly of said mounting
hook, so that said bag may be disengaged from said
bag pack and removed from said support rack
without leaving any portion of said wall having

said severance line on said hook.
L 3 * * * *




