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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF DELAWARE

MINKUS ELECTRONIC DISPLAY SYSTEMS INC.,

Plaintiff,

v.

PREMIER RETAIL NETWORKS, INC. & 
STRATACACHE, INC.

Defendants.

C.A. No. 1:10-666-SLR

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

SECOND AMENDED COMPLAINT FOR PATENT INFRINGEMENT

1. Plaintiff Minkus Electronic Display Systems Inc., by and through its undersigned 

attorneys, alleges as follows:

NATURE OF THE ACTION

2. This is a civil action for infringement of United States Patent No. 5,309,174.  This 

action arises under the laws of the United States relating to patents, including 35 U.S.C. § 281.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

3. This court has jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1331 and 

1338(a) and pursuant to the patent laws of the United States of America, 35 U.S.C. § 101 et seq.

4. Venue properly lies within the District of Delaware pursuant to the provisions of 

28 U.S.C. §§ 1391(b), (c) and (d) and 28 U.S.C. § 1400(b).  Defendants conduct substantial 

business in this District and have committed and continue to commit acts of infringement in this 

District.  Furthermore, Plaintiff Minkus Electronic Display Systems Inc. is incorporated in 

Delaware.

5. This Court has personal jurisdiction over Defendants because Defendants transact 

business, including the sale and offering for sale of its products, in the District of Delaware and 

have sufficient contacts with this District to subject Defendants to personal jurisdiction.
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THE PARTIES

6. Plaintiff Minkus Electronic Display Systems Inc. (“Minkus EDS”) is a Delaware 

corporation with its principal place of business at 2711 Centerville Road, Suite 400, Wilmington, 

Delaware 19808.

7. On information and belief, Defendant Premier Retail Networks, Inc. (“PRN”) is a 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of Delaware, having a principal place of 

business at 600 Harrison Street, San Francisco, CA 94107.

8. On information and belief, Defendant Stratacache, Inc. (“Stratacache”) is a 

corporation organized and existing under the laws of Ohio, having a principal place of business 

at 2 Emmet St., Suite 200, Dayton, Ohio 45405.

THE ’174 PATENT

9. On May 3, 1994, United States Patent No. 5,309,174 (“the ’174 patent”) duly and 

legally issued to Loren S. Minkus.  The ’174 patent is entitled “Electronic Display System.”  A 

copy of the ’174 patent is attached as Exhibit A.

10. The ’174 patent discloses a remotely controlled display system where messages 

are remotely sent to a display, such as an LED screen or digital display, and information 

regarding the display or message is provided back to the originating control location.  For 

example, information provided to the control location may be information about the status of the 

message or message medium, such as a billboard or display, or may be verification that the 

message was sent to the remote location for display purposes.

11. Minkus EDS is the assignee and exclusive owner of all right, title and interest in 

and to the ’174 patent and has the right to bring this suit for damages and other relief.  All rights 

under the ’174 patent were transferred to Minkus EDS on June 7, 2010.
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BACKGROUND

12. Digital display signs are ubiquitous today, but it was not always that way.  In 

recent years, digital signage has proven its unique effectiveness as a marketing tool, with a 

current market of well over $1 billion annually.  The digital signage market is also one of the 

fastest growing marketing channels, with many analysts projecting a market for digital signage 

worth well over $3 billion in 2011.

13. One of the key advantages that digital signage holds over traditional static signs 

and billboards is the ability of a digital display system to remotely monitor the messages being 

displayed on the sign—or, indeed, to remotely monitor the sign itself—and to remotely update or 

change the messages.  This highly advantageous and fundamental improvement in digital display 

systems was invented by Loren Minkus.  In 1987, Mr. Minkus applied for patent protection and 

was later granted a United States patent on his invention.  Today, Mr. Minkus’ invention is used 

in the vast majority of digital signage in this country.

14. Inventor Loren Minkus is a longtime employee of Motorola, Inc., the world leader 

in two-way radio frequency (RF) technology.  Mr. Minkus developed the inventions embodied in 

the ’174 patent while working at Motorola in the strategic planning and marketing department of 

Motorola’s two-way RF division.  His understanding of the potential applications for RF 

technology led him to conceive of the inventions of the ’174 patent.

15. In fact, Mr. Minkus conceived of his invention while driving with his family from 

their home in Chicago to Florida for vacation.  While looking at billboards along the highway, he 

realized that a digital display system with the ability to monitor the sign and to control and 

change the messages on the sign from a remote location would be a quantum leap forward in the 

billboard and signage industry, because it would allow the operator of the billboard or sign to 
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update and correct information on a digital sign from a remote location, rather than having to 

physically change the billboard.  The result of his brilliant idea was the ’174 patent.

16. Over the years, digital signage became increasingly more popular, and the vast 

majority of those systems used—and still use—the invention of the ’174 patent.  

17. Each of the Defendants has made, used, sold, offered for sale and/or imported 

digital signage systems, products, and/or components that practice the claims of the ’174 patent,

as set forth more fully below.

COUNT ONE

Infringement of the ’174 Patent by Defendant PRN

18. Minkus EDS incorporates by reference each of the allegations set forth above.

19. On information and belief, Defendant PRN, without authority, has directly 

infringed and continues to directly infringe, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), the ’174 patent at least by 

importing, selling, offering for sale and/or using within the United States the infringing products, 

including but not limited to the PRN TV Wall Network Solution, Checkout TV Network 

Solution, PRN and/or Smart Network, and components supporting the same, including but not 

limited to the Welcome TV, the Category TV, the Endcap TV, the PRN Media Server, the 

PRNPlayer Service, and additional software, displays, receivers, set-top boxes, media servers, 

and VSATs.

20. On information and belief, Defendant PRN, without authority, has actively 

induced and continues to actively induce infringement by others, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by 

intentionally causing others to directly infringe the ’174 patent and/or by intentionally instructing 

others how to use the infringing products.

21. On information and belief, Defendant PRN, without authority, has contributorily 

infringed and continues to contributorily infringe, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by importing into 
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the United States, selling and/or offering to sell within the United States infringing products that 

(1) constitute a material part of the invention of the ’174 patent, (2) Defendant PRN knows to be 

especially adapted for use in infringing the ’174 patent, and (3) are not staple articles of 

commerce suitable for substantial noninfringing use with respect to the ’174 patent.

22. Defendant PRN had actual notice of infringement of the ’174 patent before the 

filing of the original complaint in this matter.  The filing of the original complaint in this matter 

also constitutes notice to Defendant PRN of the ’174 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 287.

23. As result of the infringement of the ’174 patent by Defendant PRN, Minkus EDS 

has suffered and will continue to suffer damages in an amount to be proven at trial.

COUNT TWO

Infringement of the ’174 Patent by Defendant Stratacache 

24. Minkus EDS incorporates by reference each of the allegations set forth above.

25. On information and belief, Defendant Stratacache, without authority, has directly 

infringed and continues to directly infringe, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a), the ’174 patent at least by 

importing, selling, offering for sale and/or using within the United States the infringing products, 

including but not limited to ActiVia for Media, ActiVia SaaS, ActiVia Constellation Manager, 

Omnicast and/or Omnicast SaaS, either alone or in combination with any Stratacache media 

player and/or digital display, including without limitation the Stratacache Spectra Pop-touch

display, and the SPECTRA S-75, SPECTRA S-200 Series 1, SPECTRA S-200 Series 2, 

SPECTRA S-210, SPECTRA S-230, SPECTRA S-300, and SPECTRA S-400 media players.

26. On information and belief, Defendant Stratacache, without authority, has actively 

induced and continues to actively induce infringement by others, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(b), by 

intentionally causing others to directly infringe the ’174 patent and/or by intentionally instructing 

others how to use the infringing products.
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27. On information and belief, Defendant Stratacache, without authority, has 

contributorily infringed and continues to contributorily infringe, under 35 U.S.C. § 271(c), by 

importing into the United States, selling and/or offering to sell within the United States 

infringing products that (1) constitute a material part of the invention of the ’174 patent, (2) 

Defendant Stratacache knows to be especially adapted for use in infringing the ’174 patent, and 

(3) are not staple articles of commerce suitable for substantial noninfringing use with respect to 

the ’174 patent.

28. Defendant Stratacache had actual notice of infringement of the ’174 patent before 

the filing of the original complaint.  The filing of the original complaint also constitutes notice to 

Defendant Stratacache of the ’174 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 287.

29. As result of the infringement of the ’174 patent by Defendant Stratacache, Minkus 

EDS has suffered and will continue to suffer damages in an amount to be proven at trial.

PRAYER FOR RELIEF

WHEREFORE, Minkus EDS requests that judgment be entered:

1. That Minkus EDS be adjudged the owner of the ‘174 patent and entitled to all 

rights of recovery thereunder, and that the ’174 patent is valid and enforceable;

2. That Defendants be adjudged to have directly infringed, induced infringement and 

contributed to infringement of the ’174 patent;

3. That Minkus EDS be awarded damages under 35 U.S.C. § 284 adequate to 

compensate it for Defendants’ infringement of the ’174 patent in an amount to be proven at trial, 

together with interest and costs as fixed by the Court;

4. That this case be declared an exceptional case within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. 

§ 285 and that Minkus EDS be awarded the attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses that it incurs 

prosecuting this action;
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5. That Minkus EDS be awarded prejudgment interest; and

6. For such other and further equitable relief as the Court deems proper.

DEMAND FOR JURY TRIAL

Plaintiff requests a trial by jury on all claims so triable.

Dated: December __, 2011 DLA PIPER LLP (US)

By:     /s/ Denise S. Kraft
Denise S. Kraft (#2778)
Aleine Porterfield (#5053)
919 N. Market Street
Suite 1500
Wilmington, DE  19801
Phone: 302.468.5700
Fax: 302.394.2341
denise.kraft@dlapiper.com
aleine.porterfield@dlapiper.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Minkus Electronic Display Systems Inc.

OF COUNSEL:

Sean C. Cunningham
John D. Kinton
Jesse Hindman
Tiffany C. Miller
Jacob D. Anderson
DLA PIPER LLP (US)
401 B Street, Suite 1700
San Diego, CA 92101-4297
Phone:  619.699.2900
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