
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE NORTHERN DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 

EASTERN DIVISION 
 

CIVIX-DDI, LLC, 
 
    Plaintiff, 
 
 v. 
 
MIDWEST REAL ESTATE DATA, LLC, 
 
    Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
Case No.  
 
JURY TRIAL DEMANDED  
 

 
 

COMPLAINT 

Plaintiff, CIVIX-DDI, LLC (“CIVIX”) brings this Complaint against MIDWEST REAL 

ESTATE DATA, LLC (“MRED”) as follows: 

THE PARTIES 

1. CIVIX is a Colorado limited liability company having its principal place of 

business at 1220 Prince Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22314. 

2. Midwest Real Estate Data, LLC is a limited liability company having a principal 

place of business at 2443 Warrenville Road, Lisle, Illinois 60532.   

3. MRED is one of the largest Regional Multiple Listing Services in the world. 

4. MRED is owned by ten Chicagoland area Board/Associations of REALTORS and 

serves over 42,500 professional REALTORS throughout the metro Chicagoland and Northern 

Illinois area, including this judicial district. 

5. MRED operates the mredllc.com website and related URLs that provide, among 

other things, access to location based searching services for real estate listings in the greater 

Chicago area, southeastern Wisconsin and northwestern Indiana, and is regularly used 



throughout these areas, including in this judicial district by persons who reside in Illinois and in 

this district. 

 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

6. This is a complaint for patent infringement under the patent laws of the United 

States, Title 35 of the United States Code.  This Court has original jurisdiction over the subject 

matter of this Complaint under 28 U.S.C. § 1338(a).  Venue in this district is proper under 28 

U.S.C. §§ 1400(b) and 1391(b) and (c). 

PATENT INFRINGEMENT 

7. CIVIX owns full right, title and interest in and has the sole and exclusive right to 

enforce and has standing to sue and recover damages for infringement of U.S. Patent No. 

6,385,622 ("the '622 patent"), entitled "System and Methods for Remotely Accessing a Selected 

Group of Items of Interest From a Database" (Exhibit A); and U.S. Patent No. 6,415,291 ("the 

'291 patent"), entitled "System and Methods for Remotely Accessing a Selected Group of Items 

of Interest From a Database” (Exhibit B).  The '622, and the '291 patents ultimately derive from 

U.S. Patent Application No. 08,371,425, filed on January 11, 1995. 

8. The '622 patent was issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 

May 7, 2002. An Ex Parte Reexamination Certificate issued on September 22, 2009, confirming 

the patentability of claims 20 and 26. 

9. The '291 patent was issued by the United States Patent and Trademark Office on 

July 2, 2002. An Ex Parte Reexamination Certificate issued on September 8, 2009, confirming 

the patentability of claims 8, 11-13, 16-19, 22 and 23. 

10. MRED has infringed at least claims 20 and 26 of the '622 patent and at least 

claims 8, 17, 18 and 22 of the '291 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 271(a) by using certain 

“connectMLS” location-based searching systems, services and related products (such as 

RatePlug) through the mredllc.com, mredllc.connectMLS.com and mredllc.net web sites, client 



web pages and, upon information and belief, other related URLs.  MRED has committed these 

acts of infringement throughout Illinois and other midwestern states, including in this judicial 

district. 

11. MRED has also actively induced third parties, including realtor members and 

other users of the mredllc.com, mredllc.connectMLS.com and mredllc.net websites, client web 

pages and, upon information and belief, other related URLs, to infringe at least claims 20 and 26 

of the ‘622 patent and at least claims 8, 17, 18 and 22 of the ‘291 patent under 35 U.S.C. § 

271(b) by providing, operating and/or promoting and assisting in the use of certain 

“connectMLS” location-based searching systems and related products (such as RatePlug) 

through the mredllc.com, mredllc.connectMLS.com and mredllc.net websites, client web pages 

and, upon information and belief, other related URLs.  

12. connectMLS is a product of dynaConnections Corporation, which is provided to 

MRED under the terms of a multi-year contract. 

13. The version of connectMLS used by MRED and offered to MRED’s realtor 

members and others is made, used, provided, operated and maintained under the direction and 

control of MRED.  

14. CIVIX has granted license and other rights under the ‘622 patent and the ‘291 

patent to third parties.  However, MRED’s infringing activities are not immunized by any of 

these licenses or other rights. 

15. CIVIX is currently asserting the ‘622 and ‘291 patents against Hotels.com, L.P. 

and Hotels.com GP, LLC in Civil Action No. 05 C 6869 (N.D. Ill.) (“the Hotels.com suit”), 

which is pending before the Honorable Amy J. St Eve.  The Hotels.com suit was filed on 

December 6, 2005, and originally included the National Association of Realtors (“NAR”) and 

Homestore, Inc. (now Move, Inc.) as defendants.  CIVIX reached a settlement with NAR and 

Homestore on December 31, 2009. 



16. Prior to this action, MRED was aware of the ‘622 patent and the ‘291 patent, and 

had actual notice of CIVIX’s infringement claims. 

17. CIVIX has been injured by the infringement caused by MRED and is entitled to 

damages adequate to compensate it for all the infringement that has occurred. The unlawful acts 

of infringement of the claims of the ‘622, and ‘291 patents by MRED will continue unless 

enjoined by this Court.  

 

REQUESTED RELIEF 

WHEREFORE, CIVIX requests that a judgment be entered as follows: 

A. A finding that MRED has infringed the ‘622 patent and the ‘291 patent; 

B. An injunction prohibiting MRED, and all those acting in concert or participation 

with MRED, from further acts of infringement of the  '622 patent and the '291 patent;  

C. An award to CIVIX of such damages as it can prove at trial against MRED 

sufficient to fully and adequately compensate it for the acts of infringement that have occurred, 

said damages to be no less than a reasonable royalty with respect to each entity found to infringe 

any asserted claim of any asserted patent; 

D. An award to CIVIX for any damages so determined that are found for willful 

infringement, pursuant to 35 U.S.C. § 284, together with prejudgment interest;  

E. An award to CIVIX of costs and its reasonable attorneys' fees; and 

F. Such other relief as this Court and the jury may determine to be proper and just. 

  



JURY DEMAND 

A trial by jury is hereby demanded on all issues triable to a jury in this case. 

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
/s/ Gregory P. Casimer   
Raymond P. Niro 
Paul K. Vickrey 
David J. Sheikh 
Gregory P. Casimer 
David J. Mahalek 
NIRO, HALLER & NIRO 
181 West Madison, Suite 4600 
Chicago, Illinois 60602 4515 
Phone: (312) 236 0733 
Facsimile: (312) 236 3137  
 
Attorneys for CIVIX-DDI, LLC  
 



 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT A  





























































































 
 
 
 

EXHIBIT B 










































































