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METHOD OF PROVIDING DIAGNOSTIC 
INFORMATION IN CONNECTION WITH THE 

SALE OF PRE-OWNED VEHICLES 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This application is a Divisional of US. patent Ser. No. 
11/166,718 ?led on Jun. 24, 2005 now US. Pat. No. 7,603, 
293. 

STATEMENT RE: FEDERALLY SPONSORED 
RESEARCH/ DEVELOPMENT 

Not Applicable 

BACKGROUND 

The present invention relates to a method of assisting buy 
ers and sellers in the sale and purchase of a vehicle based on 
a diagnostic report derived from OBD trouble codes stored in 
a vehicle’s computer. 

Automobiles or vehicles may be sold as neW or used. If 
neW, then purchasers are not concerned about Wear and tear of 
the vehicle or broken components because neW vehicles are 
tested at the factory. However, after the neW vehicle has been 
purchased by a buyer and driven for a certain amount of time 
and mileage, various components of the vehicle may develop 
Wear and tear thereby degrading the performance and reli 
ability of the vehicle. Once the vehicle has been driven, pur 
chasers become concerned that the vehicle may contain hid 
den defects Which may not be readily noticeable. 

The prior art has addressed the above mentioned concern of 
buyers through means Which are (1) ineffective and inexpen 
sive or (2) effective but expensive. For example, the buyer 
may have an automobile mechanic inspect the vehicle to be 
purchased detailing the major and minor components Which 
may require repair upon purchase of the vehicle. The 
mechanic may test drive the vehicle and visually inspect the 
various components of the vehicle as Well as test various 
components of the vehicle via a component tester. HoWever, 
an inspection of the vehicle by the mechanic may be too 
expensive in vieW of the overall cost of the vehicle. Accord 
ingly, except for highly priced vehicles, a mechanic typically 
does not pre-inspect vehicles for buyers prior to purchase of 
the vehicle. 

Another method by Which the buyer may address his/her 
concerns regarding the Wear and tear of the vehicle is through 
public records obtained from the Department of Motor 
Vehicles (DMV). In particular, the public records of the DMV 
may contain information such as the number of previous 
oWners, Whether the vehicle passed smog, Whether the car is 
a lemon and other like information. This information is fairly 
inexpensive; hoWever, the information may be unreliable or 
not particularly relevant based on a vieW that DMV records 
relate to information Which may be months to years old. 

Accordingly, there is a need for an improved method of 
assisting a buyer and a seller in the sale and purchase of a 
vehicle. 

BRIEF SUMMARY 

A method of assisting sellers and buyers in the sale and 
purchase of a vehicle is provided Wherein diagnostic data 
from the vehicle to be sold is doWnloaded by the seller to a 
diagnostic report provider, analyZed by the provider, and a 
diagnostic report is prepared based on the doWnloaded data 
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2 
and made accessible to a plurality of buyers such that buyers 
may take the diagnostic report into consideration When pur 
chasing the vehicle. In particular, the method may comprise 
the steps of receiving a vehicle’s OBD codes by a diagnostic 
report provider, analyZing the received codes, preparing a 
vehicle diagnostic report based on the received codes, and 
uploading the prepared report to a report database retrievable 
by a buyer. 

In the analyZing step, the received codes may be compared 
to a vehicle diagnostic database and problem description 
database to determine Whether the codes indicate that the 
vehicle requires repairs. Additionally, a service adviser may 
revieW the received codes to determine other possible causes 
of code faults. Once the received codes are analyZed, a report 
may be prepared Which lists the general vehicle identifying 
information such as make, model, year and engine siZe as Well 
as vehicle identi?cation number. The report may also contain 
information regarding possible repairs that Will need to be 
performed once the vehicle is purchased. The report may also 
provide an estimated cost of the repairs. To this end, the codes 
may be correlated to determine Whether the seller has tam 
pered With the vehicle’s computer so as to alter the codes to 
hide possible problems With the vehicle. A reliability index 
may be associated With the report to provide buyers With an 
assurance that the report is reliable. 
The report may be provided to vehicle buyers through a 

Website (i.e., report database). In particular, the Website may 
be loaded With a plurality of reports of many vehicles. The 
report provider may derive a revenue stream through provid 
ing reports to vehicle buyers. In particular, buyers may pay 
the provider a set fee for vieWing a single report. Altema 
tively, buyers may pay the provider a subscription fee for 
accessing an unlimited or limited number of reports con 
tained in the provider’s database. The report provider may 
also derive a revenue stream from the sellers of the vehicles. 
In particular, the provider may charge the seller a fee for 
analyZing their vehicle’s OBD codes and listing their vehi 
cle’s diagnostic report. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features and advantages of the various 
embodiments disclosed herein Will be better understood With 
respect to the folloWing description and draWings in Which: 

FIG. 1 is a pictorial diagram of a diagnostic report provider 
assisting a buyer and seller of a vehicle in the transfer of 
oWnership of such vehicle; 

FIG. 2 is a How chart illustrating steps a diagnostic report 
provider may perform to assist the buyer and seller in the sale 
of the vehicle; 

FIG. 3 is an exemplary index of various information acces 
sible on a Website of the diagnostic report provider; 

FIG. 4 is a How chart illustrating steps a seller may perform 
to use the diagnostic data stored in the seller’s vehicle to sell 
the vehicle; and 

FIG. 5 is a How chart illustrating steps a buyer may perform 
to use a diagnostic report in consideration of Whether to 
purchase the vehicle. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Referring noW to FIG. 1, a pictorial diagram is shoWn 
illustrating the method by Which OBD codes may be doWn 
loaded from an onboard computer 10 of a vehicle 12 to be sold 
and presented to a buyer 14 or a plurality of buyers 14 such 
that the buyer 14 may consider the information derived from 
the doWnloaded OBD codes in purchasing the seller’ s vehicle 
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12. The derived information may aid the buyer 14 in deter 
mining Whether to purchase the vehicle 12. In particular, the 
derived information may provide information regarding 
required repairs that Would have to be completed upon the 
purchase of the vehicle 12. Also, the derived information may 
also aid the seller 16 in selling the vehicle 12 When the 
diagnostic data (e. g., OBD codes, etc.) stored on the vehicle’s 
computer 10 shoW that the vehicle 12 does not need to be 
repaired upon purchase thereby increasing the desirability of 
the vehicle 12. 

To this end, the seller 16 of a vehicle 12, Which is OBD 
compliant, may doWnload codes stored on the vehicle’ s com 
puter 10 and transmit the doWnloaded codes to a diagnostic 
report provider 18 as shoWn pictorially in FIG. 1 and in the 
?oW chart of FIG. 4. It is also contemplated that the buyer 14 
doWnloads and transmits the codes to the provider 18. The 
OBD compliant vehicle 12 may have a plurality of sensors 
attached to various components of the vehicle 12. The sensors 
sense the components statuses When the vehicle 12 is in 
normal running condition as Well as in factory de?ned and 
government de?ned test conditions. The sensed statuses of 
the components are transmitted and stored on the onboard 
computer 10 of the vehicle 12. The component status codes 
stored in the onboard computer 10 typically is the most recent 
diagnostic data for the vehicle 12. More particularly, the 
stored codes may contain codes relevant to the last time the 
seller 16 drove the vehicle 12. Such information may be 
useful to the seller 16 in selling the vehicle 12 at a premium 
especially if the codes evidence a Well maintained vehicle 12 
or a vehicle 12 that does not require extensive repair. The 
seller 16 may transmit the codes to the diagnostic report 
provider 18 Who in turn prepares and makes a diagnostic 
report 20 (see FIGS. 2 and 3) available for vieWing to poten 
tial buyer(s) 14 of the vehicle 12 Wherein the report 20 indi 
cates the vehicle’s condition based on the transmitted codes. 

To doWnload the codes stored on the vehicle’s computer 
1 0, a code reader 22 may be placed in communication With the 
onboard computer 10. By Way of example and not limitation, 
the code reader 22 may be a model 3030 code reader marketed 
by Equus Products, Inc. of Fountain Valley, Calif. The code 
reader 22 may doWnload the codes stored on the onboard 
computer 10 via a communications link cable 52. Once the 
codes have been doWnloaded into the code reader 22, the code 
reader 22 may be placed in communication With the diagnos 
tic report provider 18. By Way of example and not limitation, 
the communication betWeen the code reader 22 and the diag 
nostic report provider 18 may be established via blue tooth 
technology, cell phones, telephone land lines, a computer 26 
connected to the intemet, or any means by Which the data 
(e.g., doWnloaded codes, etc.) in the code reader 22 may be 
communicated or transmitted to the diagnostic report pro 
vider 18. As shoWn in FIG. 1, the code reader 22 transmits the 
doWnloaded data to the computer 26 Which may communi 
cate With the provider 18 via the internet. 

Referring noW to FIG. 2, once the diagnostic report pro 
vider 18 has received the codes (step 100), the diagnostic 
report provider 18 may begin to analyZe the codes (step 102) 
to determine general vehicle information 28, a problem 
description 30 of various problems of the vehicle, a repair 
estimate 32 and a reliability index 34 of the report 20. Once 
the codes have been analyZed by the provider 18, the provider 
18 prepares (step 104) the vehicle diagnostic report 20 Which 
may contain the general vehicle information 28, a problem 
description 30, a repair estimate 32, a reliability index 34, and 
also the actual raW data of the doWnloaded codes 36 from the 
vehicle’s computer 10 Which may be con?rmed later by a 
third party. The general vehicle information 28 may include 
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4 
the year, make, model, engine siZe, vehicle identi?cation 
number (VIN), and other general information regarding the 
vehicle 12. 
The codes received by the diagnostic report provider 18 

may indicate various possible problem areas With the vehicle 
12. By Way of example and not limitation, the codes may 
indicate a potential problem With the vehicle’ s oxygen sensor. 
Additionally, based on the codes, an estimated cost to ?x the 
various problem areas may be generated to provide the buyer 
14 a gauge as to the amount of repairs needed once the vehicle 
12 is purchased. The codes received by the diagnostic report 
provider 18 may be correlated amongst each other so as to 
validate the received codes and ensure that the seller 16 has 
not tampered With the vehicle’s computer 10 prior to trans 
mission of the codes to hide potential problems With the 
vehicle 12. 
Once the codes from the code reader 22 are received by the 

diagnostic report provider 18, a service adviser 38 of the 
provider 18 may revieW the received codes (step 106). The 
service provider 38 may determine based on his/her experi 
ence Whether the received codes are Within expectations 
based on the year, make, model of the vehicle 12, etc. Addi 
tionally, the service adviser 38 may revieW the codes in light 
of a vehicle diagnostic database 40. The database 40 may 
comprise a list of possible diagnosis based on the received 
codes. Also, the codes may be analyZed in vieW of a problem 
description database 42. The problem description database 42 
may comprise a listing of a problem description associated 
With a particular trouble code. The service adviser 38 may 
revieW the codes to determine Whether the codes con?ict 
thereby indicating that the seller 16 may have tampered With 
the vehicle’s computer 10. Once the service adviser 38 has 
checked for potential con?icts in the codes, the service 
adviser 38 may enter a reliability index 34 for the report 20 
prepared by the service adviser 38. The reliability index 34 
may be a scale of “1” to “5” Wherein “1” indicates that the 
seller 16 has not tampered With the vehicle’s computer 10, a 
“5” indicates that the seller 16 has tampered With the vehicle’ s 
computer 10, and “2” through “4” indicates varying degrees 
of possible tampering of the vehicle’s computer 10 by the 
seller 16. The reliability index 34 may also ?ag possible 
causes of con?icts betWeen the codes. 
The diagnostic report 20 prepared by the provider 18 may 

be uploaded (step 108) to a report database 44 (see FIG. 3; 
e.g., Web site, etc.) having a passWord protect mechanism 
such that permission to vieW the prepared report 20 may be 
granted or denied by the diagnostic report provider 18. The 
diagnostic report provider 18 may permit access to the diag 
nostic report 20 based on Whether payment for such display 
has been made. For example, the provider 18 may alloW 
potential buyers 14 to access a Website 44 via a user name and 
passWord of the buyer 14 Wherein the Website 44 displays the 
report 20 once the buyer’ s user name, passWord and payment 
for the report 20 has been con?rmed. Alternatively, the pro 
vider 18 may store the prepared report 20 in a storage medium 
of a computer. The computer may provide for a fax back 
system or an email auto -responder in Which the buyer 14 may 
order the report over the phone or intemet, and the computer 
Would fax or email the report to the buyer 14. 

Payment for the diagnostic report 20 may be provided by 
the buyer 14 of the vehicle 12. For example, the provider 18 
may permit buyers 14 to access a database 44 containing the 
diagnostic reports 20 of a plurality of vehicles 12. Buyers 14 
may purchase an unlimited number of reports 20 for a ?xed 
fee or on a per report 20 basis. Alternatively, the provider 18 
may permit access to the vehicle’s diagnostic report 20 by any 
buyer upon payment of a fee by the buyer. 
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The codes, and more particularly, the diagnostic report 20 
derived from the trouble codes stored on the vehicle’s com 
puter 10 is useful for buyers 14 in determining Whether to 
purchase the vehicle 12. For example, the diagno stic report 20 
informs buyers of an estimated repair cost to ?x the problems 
indicated by the vehicle’ s stored trouble codes. The estimated 
repair cost may be broken doWn in terms of the minimum and 
maximum range of estimated repair costs as Well as suggested 
short term repairs and long term repairs. The buyer 14 may 
also contact the service advisor 38 to discuss the problems 
indicated by the vehicle’s stored trouble codes, as shoWn by 
communications path 46 in FIG. 1. This may help the buyer 
14 in determining Whether to purchase the vehicle 12. The 
buyer 14 may vieW the diagnostic report 20 of a speci?c 
vehicle 12 via the Web site 44 to Which the diagnostic report 
20 has been uploaded and permission granted to the buyer 14 
to vieW the diagnostic report 20. Alternatively, the buyer 14 
may have the report 20 faxed or otherWise transmitted to 
himself/herself. 

The codes, and more particularly, the diagnostic report 20 
derived from the trouble codes stored on the vehicle’s com 
puter 10 may also be useful for sellers 16 to obtain a premium 
for the vehicle 12. The reason is that if the codes indicate that 
the vehicle 12 is in excellent operating condition then the 
seller 16 may promote the vehicle 12 as such and should be 
able to capture a premium for the vehicle 12. 

In a typical transaction, the seller 16 has posted his/her 
vehicle 12 on a Website or database of pre-oWned vehicles for 
sale 48 (see FIG. 3), or other listing indicating that his/her 
vehicle 12 is for sale. FIG. 3 illustrates the database 48 and the 
diagnostic report 20 being accessible from a common Website 
44; hoWever, it is also contemplated that the database 48 and 
the diagnostic report be accessible on separate and different 
Websites. Prior to the posting, the seller 16 may doWnload and 
transmit the trouble codes in the seller’s vehicle computer 10 
to the diagnostic report provider 18. It is also contemplated 
that the buyer 14 doWnload and transmit the codes to the 
provider 18 after the buyer has identi?ed the vehicle 12 to be 
purchased. The provider 18 may analyZe (step 102) the 
received trouble codes then prepare (step 104) a diagnostic 
report 20 to be posted (step 108) on a Website 44 or otherWise 
made available to potential buyers 14 of the vehicle 12 as 
shoWn in FIG. 2. The provider 18 may associate the report 20 
With a unique identi?cation number such as the vehicle iden 
ti?cation number such that potential buyers 14 may request 
the diagnostic report 20 from the provider 18 by identifying 
the unique identi?cation number. The seller 16, in promoting 
the sale of his/her vehicle 12, may list the report’s unique 
identi?cation number and the means of contacting the pro 
vider 18 to request the report 20 (e.g., list provider’s Website, 
etc.). 

The seller 16 (or buyer 14) may have the codes stored on 
the vehicle’s computer 10 transmitted to the report provider 
18 at a service station 50 (see FIG. 1). By Way of example and 
not limitation, the service station 50 may be an automobile 
parts retail store such as Pep Boys, an independent mechanic, 
a service shop of an automobile dealer, and the like. The seller 
16 (or buyer 14) may request that the service station 50 
merely doWnload and transmit the raW OBD trouble codes 
from the vehicle’s computer 10 Without any further testing of 
the vehicle 12 by the service station 50. In the alternative, the 
seller 16 (or buyer 14) may request the service station 50 to 
run the vehicle 12 through factory de?ned test conditions as 
Well as government de?ned test conditions prior to doWnload 
ing and transmitting the codes stored on the vehicle’s com 
puter 10. The reason is that running the vehicle 12 through 
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6 
these additional test conditions provides more detailed infor 
mation regarding the condition of the vehicle 12. 
The service station 50 may transmit the doWnloaded codes 

to the provider 18 via the internet, fax, mail and the like. For 
example, the service station 50 may capture the doWnloaded 
codes in electronic format and email the doWnloaded codes to 
the provider’s computer 51. Alternatively, the service station 
50 may log onto a Website 44 of the provider 18 as shoWn by 
communications path 54 Which may provide step by step 
instructions to transmit the doWnloaded codes to the provider 
18. 

In a further alternative method of transmitting the codes to 
the provider 18, the service station 50 may have a code reader 
22 Which is communicable With the vehicle’ s computer 10 via 
communications link cable 52. Further, the code reader 22 
may be communicable to the provider 18 via a Wide area 
network such as the internet. In particular, the service station 
50 may be provided With a communications link 24 Which 
connects the code reader 22 to the computer 26 linked to the 
Wide area netWork. The service station 50 may activate the 
code reader 22 to doWnload the trouble codes stored on the 
vehicle’s computer 10 by virtue of linking a connector of 
vehicle’s computer 10 to the code reader 22 (step 110), as 
shoWn in FIG. 4. Simultaneously, the trouble codes may be 
transmitted (step 112) to the provider 18 as the trouble codes 
are doWnloaded from the vehicle’s computer 10, or altema 
tively, the trouble codes may be transmitted (step 112) to the 
provider 18 after the trouble codes have been doWnloaded 
from the vehicle’s computer 10. 

Further, it is contemplated that the buyer 14 or seller 16 
may personally doWnload and transmit the codes to the pro 
vider 18. In particular, the buyer 14 or seller 16 may purchase 
or rent the code reader 22. The buyer 14 or seller 16 may link 
the code reader 22 to the vehicle’ s computer. The codes on the 
vehicle’s computer may then be doWnloaded onto the code 
reader 22. Thereafter, the code reader 22 may be connected to 
the buyer’ s or seller’ s computer for doWnloading the codes to 
the buyer’s or seller’s computer and retransmission to the 
provider 18 such as through the internet. 
The diagnostic report 20 provides unique information to 

the buyer 14 Which provides information as to the condition 
of the vehicle 12. HoWever, the buyer 14 may still be skeptical 
about the vehicle’s condition even if the diagnostic report 20 
states that the vehicle 12 is in good operating condition. In this 
instance, con?rmation of the information contained in the 
diagnostic report 20 may be made a condition of the purchase 
of the vehicle 12. In practice, the seller 16 may list or post 
his/her vehicle 12 for sale on a Website 44 either displaying a 
copy of the diagnostic report 20 prepared by the provider 18 
(see FIG. 3) or referring potential buyers to the provider 18 
such that the provider 18 may release the diagnostic report 20 
to the buyer 14 either through fax, Website access, and the 
like. 
A buyer 14 may search an online database 48 of pre-oWned 

vehicles 12 for sale as shoWn in FIG. 3. The database 48 
alloWs buyers to search for vehicles 12 based on search cri 
teria de?ned by the buyer 14. By Way of example and not 
limitation, the buyer 14 may be able to search the online 
database based on year, make, model of the vehicle, condition 
of the vehicle 12 reported by the provider 18 on the diagnostic 
report 20, and/or other information reported by the provider 
18. The buyer 14, upon ?nding a list of vehicles 12 meeting 
the buyer 14 de?ned criteria, may contact the seller 16 to 
inspect the vehicle 12. After the inspection, if the buyer 14 
desires to purchase the vehicle 12, then the buyer 14 and seller 
16 may agree that the sale of the vehicle 12 be conditioned on 
con?rmation of the doWnloaded trouble codes or the infor 
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mation/opinions stated in the diagnostic report 20 wherein 
con?rmation may be made by a third party. 

Referring noW to FIG. 5, the buyer may subscribe (step 
114) With the provider 18 to receive the diagnostic report 20. 
Upon receipt of the diagnostic report (step 116), the buyer 14 
may also have the option of contacting the service advisor 38 
of the provider 18 to discuss the information contained in the 
diagnostic report 20, as shoWn by step 118 and by communi 
cations path 46 in FIG. 1. If the buyer 14 is satis?ed With the 
report 20 and the discussions With the service advisor 38 then 
the buyer 14 may purchase (step 120) the vehicle 12 upon 
veri?cation of the information contained in the diagnostic 
report 20. Once the contract (step 120) is made, the buyer 14 
may have a third party verify (step 122) the information 
contained in the diagnostic report 20. If the third party veri?es 
the information contained in the diagnostic report (step 124), 
then the buyer 14 purchases (step 126) the vehicle 12. If the 
third party does not verify (step 126) the information con 
tained in the diagnostic report 20 then the buyer 14 does not 
have to purchase (step 128) the vehicle 12. 

The above description is given by Way of example, and not 
limitation. Given the above disclosure, one skilled in the art 
could devise variations that are Within the scope and spirit of 
the invention disclosed herein, including various Ways of 
utiliZing the codes stored in the vehicle’s computer 10 to 
assist buyers 14 and sellers 16 in the sale and purchase of the 
seller’s vehicle 12. Further, the various features of the 
embodiments disclosed herein can be used alone, or in vary 
ing combinations With each other and are not intended to be 
limited to the speci?c combination described herein. Thus, 
the scope of the claims is not to be limited by the illustrated 
embodiments. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A method of selling a vehicle based on information 

stored in a vehicle on-board computer, the method compris 
ing the steps of: 

a) doWnloading to a code reader diagnostic data stored in 
the on-board computer of a vehicle being offered for 
sale; 

b) providing a diagnostic report associated With the vehicle 
offered for sale, the diagnostic report including diagnos 
tic data represented to be the diagnostic data doWn 
loaded to the code reader from the on-board computer of 
the vehicle being offered for sale: and 

b) conditioning the sale of the vehicle upon post-sale con 
?rmation of conformance betWeen diagnostic data 
doWnloaded from the vehicle on-board computer after 
sale and the diagnostic data included in the diagnostic 
report. 

2. The method of claim 1 Wherein the step of providing a 
diagnostic report is implemented through a Website. 

3. The method of claim 1 Wherein the diagnostic report 
includes OBD codes doWnloaded from the vehicle’s com 
puter before sale. 

4. The method of claim 1 further comprising the steps of 
determining a condition of the vehicle before sale, based on 
comparison of the diagnostic data included in the report to a 
database, and including vehicle condition information in the 
diagnostic report. 
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5. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of 

conditioning the sale of the vehicle upon post-sale con?rma 
tion of conformance betWeen the vehicle condition after sale 
and the vehicle condition information included in the diag 
nostic report. 

6. The method of claim 4 Wherein the diagnostic report 
further comprises an estimated cost of repairs associated With 
the vehicle condition information included in the diagnostic 
report. 

7. The method of claim 1 further including the steps of: 
i) doWnloading diagnostic data from the vehicle to a code 

reader after sale of the vehicle; and 
ii) comparing diagnostic data doWnloaded to the code 

reader to the diagnostic data included in the diagnostic 
report. 

8. The method of claim 7 Wherein the step of comparing 
diagnostic data from the vehicle after purchase of the vehicle 
further includes the steps of: 

i) doWnloading the diagnostic data from the code reader to 
a computer; and 

ii) comparing diagnostic data uploaded from the code 
reader to the diagnostic data included in the diagnostic 
report. 

9. The method of claim 1 Wherein the steps of providing a 
diagnostic report, and conditioning the sale of the vehicle 
proceed independent of any inspection of the vehicle by a 
mechanic. 

10. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of 
renting a hand held code reader to a vehicle seller for access 
ing the vehicle’s diagnostic data. 

11. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of 
renting a hand held code reader to a vehicle buyer for access 
ing the vehicle’s diagnostic data. 

12. The method of claim 1 further comprising the step of 
requiring the buyer to pay to access the diagnostic report. 

13. The method of claim 4 further comprising the step of 
charging the buyer to access the vehicle condition informa 
tion. 

14. The method of claim 1 Wherein the diagnostic data 
includes OBD trouble codes. 

15. The method of claim 7 further comprising the step of 
Wirelessly communicating the diagnostic data from the code 
reader to a computer. 

16. The method of claim 7 Wherein the step of comparing 
the diagnostic data is implemented by a vehicle buyer. 

17. The method of claim 7 Wherein the step of comparing 
the diagnostic data is implemented by a third party. 

18. The method of claim 5 Wherein conformance betWeen 
the vehicle condition after sale and the vehicle condition 
information included in the diagnostic report is evaluated by 
a third party. 

19. The method of claim 8 Wherein the step of doWnloading 
the diagnostic data to a computer, further comprises the step 
of uploading the diagnostic data to a vehicle retailer Website; 
and Wherein the step of comparing diagnostic data uploaded 
from the code reader is implemented on the vehicle retailer 
Website. 


