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Generally, embodiments of the invention relate to self-pow 
ered analyte determining devices (e.g., electrochemical ana 
lyte monitoring systems) that include a Working electrode, a 
counter electrode, and an optional resistance value, Where the 
Working electrode includes analyte sensing components and 
the self-powered analyte determining device spontaneously 
passes a current directly proportional to analyte concentration 
in the absence of an external poWer source. Also provided are 
systems and methods of using the, for example electrochemi 
cal, analyte sensors in analyte monitoring. 
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Self-powered Sensor: Effect of R Value on Sensor Current 
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Self-powered Sensor Tested on A Non-diabetic Subject 
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SELF-POWERED ANALYTE SENSOR 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0001] Electronic and electromechanical systems that are 
implanted in the body of animals, such as sensors and their 
associated electronic circuits that function to amplify the 
sensor signals and transmit them to a nearby receiver, require 
a poWer source. Currently, these systems are powered exter 
nally by batteries. The smallest batteries are, hoWever, much 
larger than the implantable sensors and their associated signal 
ampli?er circuits. For this reason, the siZe of autonomous 
packages that include a sensor, an ampli?er-transmitter, and a 
poWer source are generally de?ned by the battery. Batteries 
cannot be made as small as the sensors or ampli?ers because 
the batteries require cases and seals, the miniaturization of 
Which is dif?cult and prohibitively expensive. 
[0002] Known fuel cells are also much larger than available 
sensors because they require a case and a seal, and usually 
also a membrane, Which is dif?cult to miniaturiZe and seal. 
Biological fuel cells, also knoWn as biofuel cells, have been 
described in the past ?fty years. HoWever, only a feW of these 
biofuel cells could be operated under physiological condi 
tions. Physiological conditions include, for instance, a pH of 
about 7.2 to 7.4, a temperature of near 37° C., and a chloride 
concentration of about 0.14 M. Furthermore, knoWn biofuel 
cells having higher poWer densities require ion-conducting 
separation membranes. 
[0003] Accordingly, there still exists a need for the devel 
opment of a system having millimeter to sub-millimeter 
dimensions that can function under physiological conditions 
to provide poWer to a sensor. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0004] Generally, embodiments of the invention relate to 
self-poWered analyte determining devices (e.g., electro 
chemical analyte monitoring systems) that include a Working 
electrode, a counter electrode, and an optional resistance 
value, Where the Working electrode includes analyte sensing 
components and the self-poWered analyte determining device 
spontaneously passes a current directly proportional to ana 
lyte concentration in the absence of an external poWer source. 
Also provided are systems and methods of using the, for 
example electrochemical, analyte sensors in analyte monitor 
ing. 
[0005] These and other objects, advantages, and features of 
the invention Will become apparent to those persons skilled in 
the art upon reading the details of the invention as more fully 
described beloW. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0006] The invention is best understood from the folloWing 
detailed description When read in conjunction With the 
accompanying draWings. It is emphasiZed that, according to 
common practice, the various features of the draWings are not 
to-scale. On the contrary, the dimensions of the various fea 
tures are arbitrarily expanded or reduced for clarity. Included 
in the draWings are the folloWing ?gures: 
[0007] FIG. 1 is a schematic illustration of electron transfer 
in the electrocatalytic oxidation of glucose and in the electro 
catalytic reduction of oxygen that occurs in a self-poWered 
analyte sensor according to an embodiment of the invention. 
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[0008] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an application of 
a self-poWered analyte sensor according to an embodiment of 
the invention for use in transcutaneous sensing of an analyte 
level. Panel A shoWs an embodiment in Which a self-poWered 
analyte sensor is implanted transcutaneously and a hand-held 
display is contacted directly to sensor leads as desired to 
measure the current How and calculate the analyte level. Panel 
B shoWs an embodiment in Which a self-poWered analyte 
sensor is implanted transcutaneously, Where the self-poWered 
analyte sensor is further coupled to a radio-frequency (RF) 
poWered measurement circuit. The RF poWered measurement 
circuit is then remotely queried at regular intervals by an 
RF-poWer equipped hand-held display in order to provide 
continuous analyte level measurements. 
[0009] FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a fully implanted 
self-poWered analyte sensor coupled to a radio-frequency 
(RF)-poWered measurement circuit that may be intermit 
tently RF-poWered With an external RF-poWer source When 
an analyte measurement is desired. As a result, the RF-poWer 
source may be moved aWay from the site of implantation of 
the self-poWered analyte sensor at any time and no re-equili 
bration period is required When it is brought back into RF 
communication With the site of implantation. 
[0010] FIG. 4 shoWs a block diagram of an embodiment of 
a data monitoring and management system according to 
embodiments of the invention. 
[0011] FIG. 5 shoWs a block diagram ofan embodiment of 
the transmitter unit of the data monitoring and management 
system of FIG. 4. 
[0012] FIG. 6 shoWs a block diagram of an embodiment of 
the receiver/monitor unit of the data monitoring and manage 
ment system of FIG. 4. 
[0013] FIG. 7 shoWs a schematic diagram of an embodi 
ment of an exemplary analyte sensor. 
[0014] FIGS. 8A and 8B shoW a perspective vieW and a 
cross sectional vieW, respectively of another exemplary ana 
lyte sensor. 
[0015] FIG. 9 is a graph shoWing sensor calibration com 
parison for three sensors having a Wired glucose oxidase 
(GOX) Working electrode: a potentiostat poWered analyte 
sensor control; a self-poWered analyte sensor having a plati 
num-carbon (Pt4C) counter electrode; and a self-poWered 
analyte sensor having a redox polymer counter electrode. 
[0016] FIG. 10 is a graph shoWing calibration curves for 
three sensors having a Wired glucose oxidase (GOX) Working 
electrode: a potentiostat poWered analyte sensor control 
(circles); a self-poWered analyte sensor having a platinum 
carbon (PtiC) counter electrode (squares); and a self-poW 
ered analyte sensor having a redox polymer counter electrode 
(triangles). 
[0017] FIG. 11 is a graph shoWing the equilibration time 
required for a standard potentiostat poWered analyte sensor 
and a self-poWered analyte sensor folloWing disconnection 
and connection of poWered measurement electronics. 
[0018] FIG. 12 is a graph shoWing the calibration curves for 
three sensors. Data for a potentiostat poWered analyte sensor 
control are represented With crosses, data for a self-poWered 
analyte sensor having a platinum (Pt) counter electrode are 
represented With diamonds, and data for a self-poWered ana 
lyte sensor having a redox polymer and bilirubin oxidase 
(BOD) counter electrode are represented With squares. 
[0019] FIG. 13 is a graph shoWing shoWs sensor calibration 
comparison for three sensors having FADGDH based Work 
ing electrodes. Data for a potentiostat poWered analyte sensor 
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control are represented With diamonds, data for a self-poW 
ered analyte sensor having a platinum-carbon (PtiC) 
counter electrode are represented With squares, and data for a 
self-poWered analyte sensor having bilirubin oxidase (BOD) 
counter electrode are represented With triangles. 
[0020] FIG. 14 is a graph showing the effect of R value of 
the resistance on sensor current. 

[0021] FIG. 15 is a graph shoWing correlation betWeen an 
in vivo self poWered glucose sensor signal and reference 
glucose values. 
[0022] Before the present invention is described, it is to be 
understood that this invention is not limited to particular 
embodiments described, as such may, of course, vary. It is 
also to be understood that the terminology used herein is for 
the purpose of describing particular embodiments only, and is 
not intended to be limiting, since the scope of the present 
invention Will be limited only by the appended claims. 
[0023] Where a range of values is provided, it is understood 
that each intervening value, to the tenth of the unit of the loWer 
limit unless the context clearly dictates otherWise, betWeen 
the upper and loWer limits of that range is also speci?cally 
disclosed. Each smaller range betWeen any stated value or 
intervening value in a stated range and any other stated or 
intervening value in that stated range is encompassed Within 
the invention. The upper and loWer limits of these smaller 
ranges may independently be included or excluded in the 
range, and each range Where either, neither or both limits are 
included in the smaller ranges is also encompassed Within the 
invention, subject to any speci?cally excluded limit in the 
stated range. Where the stated range includes one or both of 
the limits, ranges excluding either or both of those included 
limits are also included in the invention. 
[0024] Unless de?ned otherWise, all technical and scien 
ti?c terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly 
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to Which this 
invention belongs. Although any methods and materials simi 
lar or equivalent to those described herein can be used in the 
practice or testing of the present invention, some potential and 
preferred methods and materials are noW described. All pub 
lications mentioned herein are incorporated herein by refer 
ence to disclose and describe the methods and/or materials in 
connection With Which the publications are cited. It is under 
stood that the present disclosure supercedes any disclosure of 
an incorporated publication to the extent there is a contradic 
tion. 
[0025] It must be noted that as used herein and in the 
appended claims, the singular forms “a”, “an”, and “the” 
include plural referents unless the context clearly dictates 
otherWise. 
[0026] The publications discussed herein are provided 
solely for their disclosure prior to the ?ling date of the present 
application. Nothing herein is to be construed as an admission 
that the present invention is not entitled to antedate such 
publication by virtue of prior invention. Further, the dates of 
publication provided may be different from the actual publi 
cation dates Which may need to be independently con?rmed. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0027] Generally, embodiments of the invention relate to 
self-poWered analyte determining devices (e.g., electro 
chemical analyte monitoring systems) that include a Working 
electrode, a counter electrode, and an optional resistance 
value, Where the Working electrode includes analyte sensing 
components and the self-poWered analyte determining device 
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spontaneously passes a current directly proportional to ana 
lyte concentration in the absence of an external poWer source. 
Also provided are systems and methods of using the, for 
example electrochemical, analyte sensors in analyte monitor 
ing. 
[0028] The self-poWered analyte sensor uses compounds 
available in a variety of biological systems to provide a loW 
level of poWer and also detect a level of an analyte. In general, 
the self-poWered analyte sensor described herein spontane 
ously passes a current proportional to an analyte concentra 
tion, such as glucose, in the absence of an external poWer 
supply, such as a battery. As such, a self-poWered analyte 
sensor that is partially implanted under the skin of a subject or 
fully implanted under the skin of a subject can be coupled to 
a radio-frequency poWered measurement circuit to remotely 
provide analyte levels. 
[0029] Non-self-poWered continuous analyte sensors have 
fairly long equilibration times, and therefore need to be con 
tinuously poWered after inserting a portion thereof under the 
skin of a subject. That is, if the poWer supply of a continuous 
analyte sensor is removed and it is turned “off”, then a fairly 
long Wait time of approximately 10 to 15 minutes must pass 
before a reliable analyte level reading is detected folloWing 
reconnection of the poWer supply. In contrast, a self-poWered 
analyte sensor, as described herein, has the advantage of 
providing a loW level of continuous poWer in the absence of an 
external poWer supply While also detecting an analyte level 
thereby requiring little to no equilibration time betWeen ana 
lyte measurement intervals. 
[0030] With reference to the schematic illustration of FIG. 
1, during the operation of the self-poWered analyte sensor, the 
primary reactant (e.g., reductant) is electrooxidiZed at the 
Working electrode electrocatalyst layer 102 and 103 and the 
secondary reactant (e. g., oxidant) is electroreduced at the 
counter electrode electrocatalyst layer 101. The redox poly 
mer 102 disposed on the Working electrode passes electrons, 
or a current, betWeen the primary reactant and the Working 
electrode, While the electrocatalyst layer 101 disposed on the 
counter electrode, such as redox polymer, redox polymer With 
enZyme, or platinum, passes electrons, or a current to the 
counter electrode. The electrical poWer is generated from the 
overall oxidation or reduction of the Working electrode pri 
mary reactant, such as a reductant or oxidant, by the counter 
electrode secondary reactant, such as oxidant or reductant. In 
a biological system, for example, the electrical poWer can be 
generated by the overall oxidation of glucose, lactate, or 
pyruvate by dissolved oxygen, delivered as, for example, 
hemoglobin-bound oxygen (HbOZ), Which is in rapid equi 
librium With dissolved oxygen passing through the oxygen 
permeable membranes of red blood cells. The self-poWered 
analyte sensor facilitates this oxidation reaction, and uses the 
resulting How of electrons to produce an electrical current that 
provides a loW-level of poWer. The electrocatalyst layer of the 
Working electrode is involved in generating the loW-level of 
poWer and also functions as the sensing layer that is involved 
in analyte-level detection, thereby providing the dual-func 
tion of poWer generation and analyte level detection. 
[0031] In one embodiment of the invention, an enZyme 
used for the electrooxidation of glucose can be GOx disposed 
on the Working electrode With redox polymer and cross 
linker, and the electrocatalyst for the electroreduction of oxy 
gen can be redox polymer, redox polymer With enZyme, or 
platinum-carbon cloth disposed on the counter electrode. In 
the operation of the cell, via its Wiring, electrons are collected 



US 2010/0213057 A1 

from glucose-reduced GOx at the Working electrode, Where 
glucose is electrooxidiZed to o-gluconolactone (see Eq. 1 
below), and electrons are delivered to the reox polymer, redox 
polymer With enzyme, or platinum-carbon cloth at the 
counter electrode, Where oxygen is electroreduced to Water 
(see Eq. 2 below). The overall reaction is that of Eq. 3 beloW. 

[0032] The reactions represented by Eqs. l-3 above are noW 
described in relation to the schematic illustration of FIG. 1. 
FIG. 1 illustrates the electron transfer involved in the electro 
catalytic oxidation of glucose and the electron transfer 
involved in the electrocatalytic reduction of oxygen. In the 
self-poWered analyte sensor, the Working electrode and the 
counter electrode reside in the same solution or same com 

partment. As shoWn, electrons are ?rst transmitted from a 
glucose molecule to an enzyme, such as GOx merely by Way 
of illustration. Glucose is therefore electrooxidiZed to form a 
gluconolactone molecule, and enZyme is reduced. Protons are 
generally released into the biological system via this reaction 
(see Eq. 1), While the captured electrons are transmitted to the 
Working electrode through a redox polymer, such as an 
osmium(Os)-complex-based redox polymer, disposed on the 
Working electrode. The electrons then travel from the Work 
ing electrode to an electrical circuit to provide a loW level of 
poWer. The electrons eventually make their Way to the counter 
electrode via an optional resistor having an R value, Where 
they are transmitted through an electrocatalyst layer, such as 
an Os-complex-based redox polymer merely by Way of illus 
tration, disposed on the counter electrode. The electrons are 
then passed on to an oxygen molecule in the biological sys 
tem, Which captures both the transmitted electrons and pro 
tons from the biological system to form a Water molecule. 

[0033] A Working electrode of the self-poWered analyte 
sensor effectuates the electrooxidation of the reductant, such 
as the electrooxidation of glucose to gluconolactone as sche 
matically illustrated in FIG. 1. As described previously, 
enZymes, examples of Which are oxidases and dehydrogena 
ses, disposed on the Working electrode catalyZe this elec 
trooxidation of the reductant, such as glucose. These enZymes 
are Wired to the Working electrode via a redox polymer dis 
posed proximate to the enZyme and the Working electrode. An 
example of a redox polymer is a polymer derived from the 
copolymer of poly(acrylamide) and poly(4-vinyl pyridine) 
and including an Os complex. Another example of a redox 
polymer is a redox polymer derived from poly(N-vinyl imi 
daZole) and including an Os complex. In these examples, the 
Os(II) and Os(III) centers of the redox polymers and the 
enZymes are immobiliZed in electron-conducting ?lms on the 
surfaces of the Working electrode. 
[0034] A counter electrode of the self-poWered analyte sen 
sor effectuates the four-electron electroreduction of O2 to 
Water under physiological conditions as schematically illus 
trated in FIG. 1. The counter electrode can also, for example 
catalyZe the tWo electrode reduction of O2 to hydrogen per 
oxide. This electroreduction reaction is catalyZed by the elec 
trocatalyst 101 layer disposed on the counter electrode. In 
some embodiments, the electrocatalyst 101 includes plati 
num Wire, platinum black, platinum ink, or platinum impreg 
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nated carbon disposed on the counter electrode. In certain 
embodiments, the electrocatalyst 101 is a redox polymer 
disposed on the counter electrode. An example of a redox 
polymer of a electrocatalyst layer 101 disposed on a counter 
electrode is a polymer derived from the copolymer of poly 
(acrylamide) and poly(4-vinyl pyridine) and including an Os 
complex. Another example of a redox polymer is a redox 
polymer derived from poly(N-vinyl imidaZole) and including 
an Os complex. In these examples, the Os(II) and Os(III) 
centers of the redox polymers are immobiliZed in electron 
conducting ?lms disposed on the surfaces of the counter 
electrode. In certain embodiments, enZymes such as BOD, 
Laccase, and the like, are complexed to the redox polymer 
disposed on the counter electrode. Both Working and counter 
electrode may be overlaid by a ?ux-reducing biocompatible 
membrane, as described in the examples, beloW. 
[0035] The physical dimensions of the self-poWered ana 
lyte sensor, as Well as its operational parameters (e.g., output 
poWer and voltage) are, at least in part, a function of the 
components that form the sensor. Merely by Way of example, 
the voltage drop across the resistance, R, of the self-poWered 
analyte sensor can range from about 0 volts to about 1 .2 volts, 
and typically, from about 0 volts to about 0.3 volts. 
[0036] The output current of an implanted self-poWered 
analyte sensor, can be limited by electrode kinetics, ohmic 
resistance, and/or mass transport. When the electrode kinetics 
is fast and the self-poWered analyte sensor is small enough for 
the ohmic resistance of the electrolytic solution to be loW, the 
output current is determined by the mass transport of the 
reactants to the electrodes. In particular, output current is 
generally determined by mass transport of a single limiting 
reactant, for example glucose. The mass-transpor‘t-limited 
current density increases upon raising the concentration of 
the reactants, particularly the limiting reactant, or upon 
increasing the permeability of any overlying membrane. 
[0037] The self-poWered analyte sensor further includes an 
optional resistance disposed betWeen the Working electrode 
and the counter electrode and having an R value that is chosen 
from Within a range of R values for Which an electrochemical 
analyte sensor current output at an analyte concentration at 
the top of the physically relevant range of the analyte is 
independent of R. Such an R value can be calculated, as 
exempli?ed in FIG. 14, by determining the current output at a 
selected analyte concentration at the top of the physically 
relevant range of the analyte for a variety of selected R values. 
The R value is then determined to be the series of R values that 
correspond to a steady state current output from the electro 
chemical sensor, i.e., the rate at Which the current output is 
stable and does not change over the varying R values. For 
example, in FIG. 14, the current output (solid line With dia 
monds) for the sensor is independent of the R value from 0 
M9 to 10 M9. In some embodiments, the R value is a Whole 
integer and in other embodiments the R value is a fraction of 
a Whole integer. 

[0038] In some embodiments, the R value is chosen such 
that the potential drop across the resistor, at an analyte con 
centration at the top of its physically relevant range, is less 
than 75% of the open circuit potential. In other embodiments, 
the R value is chosen such that the potential drop across the 
resistor, at an analyte concentration at the top of its physically 
relevant range, is less than 50% of the open circuit potential. 
In some embodiments, the R value is chosen such that the 
potential drop across the resistor, at an analyte concentration 
at the top of its physically relevant range, is less than 25% of 
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the open circuit potential. In certain embodiments, the R 
value is less than about 40 M9, including less than about 20 
M9, less than about 10 M9, and less than about 1 M9, 

[0039] Thus, in accordance With an embodiment of the 
invention, the self-poWered analyte sensor is usually 
assembled Without the case, the seal, and the compartment 
separating membrane required by conventional batteries. As a 
result, the self-poWered analyte sensor can be manufactured 
With a footprint smaller than about 3 m2, including smaller 
than about 1 m2, such as smaller than about 0.3 m2. The 
self-poWered analyte sensor, With dimensions on the millime 
ter to sub-millimeter level, can poWer sensor components, as 

further described herein. Further, the self-poWered analyte 
sensor can be constructed so that none of its components, 

including its catalytic components, Will be dissolved or 
leached While residing in the body. 

[0040] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an application of 
a self-poWered analyte sensor according to an embodiment of 
the invention for use in transcutaneous sensing of an analyte 
level. Panel A shoWs an embodiment in Which a self-poWered 
analyte sensor is implanted transcutaneously and a hand-held 
display and primary receiver unit is contacted directly to 
sensor leads as desired to measure the current ?oW and cal 

culate the analyte level. Panel B shoWs an embodiment in 
Which a self-poWered analyte sensor is implanted transcuta 
neously, Where the self-poWered analyte sensor is further 
coupled to a radio-frequency (RF) poWered measurement 
circuit. The RF poWered measurement circuit and data pro 
cessing unit is then remotely queried at regular intervals by an 
RF-poWer equipped hand-held display and primary receiver 
unit in order to provide analyte level measurements. In such 
embodiments, the RF-poWered equipped hand-held display 
and primary receiver unit is brought into close proximity to 
the transcutaneously implanted sensor at regular intervals. In 
some embodiments, the radio-frequency poWered current 
measuring circuit and data processing unit is intermittently 
poWered. In some embodiments, the sensor is coupled to an 
inductively poWered current measuring circuit and data pro 
cessing unit. In certain embodiments, the inductively poW 
ered current measuring circuit and data processing unit is 
intermittently poWered. 
[0041] FIG. 3 is a schematic illustration of a fully implanted 
self-poWered analyte sensor coupled to a radio-frequency 
(RF) -poWered potentiostat measurement circuit and data pro 
cessing unit that may be intermittently RF-poWered With an 
external RF-poWer source When an analyte measurement is 
desired. In such embodiments, the RF-poWered potentiostat 
measurement circuit and data processing unit is brought into 
close proximity to the implanted sensor at regular intervals. 
As a result, the RF-poWer source may be moved aWay from 
the site of implantation of the self-poWered analyte sensor at 
any time and no re-equilibration period is required When it is 
brought back into RF communication With the site of implan 
tation. In some embodiments, the radio-frequency poWered 
current measuring circuit and data processing unit is intermit 
tently poWered. In some embodiments, the sensor is coupled 
to an inductively poWered current measuring circuit and data 
processing unit. In certain embodiments, the inductively 
poWered current measuring circuit and data processing unit is 
intermittently poWered. 
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Electrochemical Sensors 

[0042] Embodiments of the invention relate to methods and 
devices for detecting at least one analyte, including glucose, 
in body ?uid. Embodiments relate to the continuous and/or 
automatic in vivo monitoring of the level of one or more 
analytes using a continuous analyte monitoring system that 
includes an analyte sensor at least a portion of Which is to be 
positioned beneath a skin surface of a user for a period of time 
and/or the discrete monitoring of one or more analytes using 
an in vitro blood glucose (“BG”) meter and an analyte test 
strip. Embodiments include combined or combinable 
devices, systems and methods and/ or transferring data 
betWeen an in vivo continuous system and an in vivo system. 
In some embodiments, the systems, or at least a portion of the 
systems, are integrated into a single unit. 

[0043] A self-poWered analyte sensor may be an in vivo 
sensor or an in vitro sensor (i.e., a discrete monitoring test 
strip). Such a sensor can be formed on a substrate, e.g., a 
substantially planar substrate. In certain embodiments, such a 
sensor is a Wire, e. g., a Working electrode Wire inner portion 
With one or more other electrodes associated (e.g., on, includ 
ing Wrapped around) thereWith. The sensor also includes at 
least one counter electrode. 

[0044] Accordingly, embodiments include self-poWered 
analyte monitoring devices and systems that include an ana 
lyte sensor at least a portion of Which is positionable beneath 
the skin of the user for the in vivo detection, of an analyte, 
including glucose, lactate, and the like, in a body ?uid. 
Embodiments include Wholly implantable self-poWered ana 
lyte sensors and analyte sensors in Which only a portion of the 
sensor is positioned under the skin and a portion of the sensor 
resides above the skin, e.g., for contact to a sensor control unit 
(Which may include a transmitter), a receiver/display unit, 
transceiver, processor, etc. The sensor may be, for example, 
subcutaneously positionable in a patient for the continuous or 
periodic monitoring of a level of an analyte in a patient’s 
interstitial ?uid. For the purposes of this description, continu 
ous monitoring and periodic monitoring Will be used inter 
changeably, unless noted otherWise. The sensor response may 
be correlated and/or converted to analyte levels in blood or 
other ?uids. In certain embodiments, an analyte sensor may 
be positioned in contact With interstitial ?uid to detect the 
level of glucose, Which detected glucose may be used to infer 
the glucose level in the patient’s bloodstream. Self-poWered 
analyte sensors may be inser‘table into a vein, artery, or other 
portion of the body containing ?uid. Embodiments of the 
analyte sensors of the subject invention having a plasticiZer 
may be con?gured for monitoring the level of the analyte over 
a time period Which may range from seconds, minutes, hours, 
days, Weeks, to months, or longer. 
[0045] Of interest are self-poWered analyte sensors, such as 
glucose sensors, that are capable of in vivo detection of an 
analyte for about one hour or more, e. g., about a feW hours or 
more, e. g., about a feW days or more, e. g., about three or more 
days, e.g., about ?ve days or more, e.g., about seven days or 
more, e. g., about several Weeks or at least one month or more. 
Future analyte levels may be predicted based on information 
obtained, e.g., the current analyte level at time t0, the rate of 
change of the analyte, etc. Predictive alarms may notify the 
user of a predicted analyte levels that may be of concern in 
advance of the user’s analyte level reaching the future level. 
This provides the user an opportunity to take corrective 
action. 
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[0046] FIG. 4 shows a data monitoring and management 
system such as, for example, an analyte (e.g., glucose) moni 
toring system 400 in accordance With certain embodiments. 
Embodiments of the subject invention are further described 
primarily With respect to glucose monitoring devices and 
systems, and methods of glucose detection, for convenience 
only and such description is in no Way intended to limit the 
scope of the invention. It is to be understood that the self 
poWered analyte monitoring system may be con?gured to 
monitor a variety of analytes at the same time or at different 
times. 

[0047] Analytes that may be monitored include, but are not 
limited to, acetyl choline, amylase, bilirubin, cholesterol, 
chorionic gonadotropin, creatine kinase (e.g., CK-MB), cre 
atine, creatinine, DNA, fructosamine, glucose, glutamine, 
groWth hormones, hormones, ketone bodies, lactate, perox 
ide, prostate-speci?c antigen, prothrombin, RNA, thyroid 
stimulating hormone, and troponin. The concentration of 
drugs, such as, for example, antibiotics (e.g., gentamicin, 
vancomycin, and the like), digitoxin, digoxin, drugs of abuse, 
theophylline, and Warfarin, may also be monitored. In those 
embodiments that monitor more than one analyte, the ana 
lytes may be monitored at the same or different times. 

[0048] The analyte monitoring system 400 includes a sen 
sor 401, a data processing unit 402 connectable to the sensor 
401, and a primary receiver unit 404 Which is con?gured to 
communicate With the data processing unit 402 via a commu 
nication link 403. In certain embodiments, the primary 
receiver unit 1 04 may be further con?gured to transmit data to 
a data processing terminal 405 to evaluate or otherWise pro 
cess or format data received by the primary receiver unit 404. 
The data processing terminal 405 may be con?gured to 
receive data directly from the data processing unit 402 via a 
communication link Which may optionally be con?gured for 
bi-directional communication. Further, the data processing 
unit 402 may include a transmitter or a transceiver to transmit 
and/ or receive data to and/or from the primary receiver unit 
404 and/or the data processing terminal 405 and/or optionally 
the secondary receiver unit 406. 
[0049] Also shoWn in FIG. 4 is an optional secondary 
receiver unit 406 Which is operatively coupled to the commu 
nication link and con?gured to receive data transmitted from 
the data processing unit 402. The secondary receiver unit 406 
may be con?gured to communicate With the primary receiver 
unit 404, as Well as the data processing terminal 405. The 
secondary receiver unit 406 may be con?gured for bi-direc 
tional Wireless communication With each of the primary 
receiver unit 404 and the data processing terminal 405. As 
discussed in further detail beloW, in certain embodiments the 
secondary receiver unit 406 may be a de-featured receiver as 
compared to the primary receiver, i.e., the secondary receiver 
may include a limited or minimal number of functions and 
features as compared With the primary receiver unit 404. As 
such, the secondary receiver unit 406 may include a smaller 
(in one or more, including all, dimensions), compact housing 
or embodied in a device including a Wrist Watch, arm band, 
PDA, etc., for example. Alternatively, the secondary receiver 
unit 406 may be con?gured With the same or substantially 
similar functions and features as the primary receiver unit 
404. The secondary receiver unit 406 may include a docking 
portion to be mated With a docking cradle unit for placement 
by, e.g., the bedside for night time monitoring, and/or a bi 
directional communication device. A docking cradle may 
recharge a poWers supply. 
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[0050] Only one self-poWered sensor 401, data processing 
unit 402 and data processing terminal 405 are shoWn in the 
embodiment of the analyte monitoring system 400 illustrated 
in FIG. 4. HoWever, it Will be appreciated by one of ordinary 
skill in the art that the analyte monitoring system 400 may 
include more than one sensor 401 and/or more than one data 

processing unit 402, and/or more than one data processing 
terminal 405. Multiple self-poWered sensors may be posi 
tioned in a patient for analyte monitoring at the same or 
different times. In certain embodiments, analyte information 
obtained by a ?rst positioned sensor may be employed as a 
comparison to analyte information obtained by a second sen 
sor. This may be useful to con?rm or validate analyte infor 
mation obtained from one or both of the sensors. Such redun 

dancy may be useful if analyte information is contemplated in 
critical therapy-related decisions. In certain embodiments, a 
?rst sensor may be used to calibrate a second sensor. 

[0051] The analyte monitoring system 400 may be a con 
tinuous monitoring system, or semi-continuous, or a discrete 
monitoring system. In a multi-component environment, each 
component may be con?gured to be uniquely identi?ed by 
one or more of the other components in the system so that 
communication con?ict may be readily resolved betWeen the 
various components Within the analyte monitoring system 
400. For example, unique IDs, communication channels, and 
the like, may be used. 

[0052] In certain embodiments, the sensor 401 is physically 
positioned in or on the body of a user Whose analyte level is 
being monitored. The sensor 401 may be con?gured to at least 
periodically sample the analyte level of the user and convert 
the sampled analyte level into a corresponding signal for 
transmission by the data processing unit 402. The data pro 
cessing unit 402 is coupleable to the self-poWered sensor 401 
so that both devices are positioned in or on the user’s body, 
With at least a portion of the self-poWered analyte sensor 401 
positioned transcutaneously. The data processing unit may 
include a ?xation element such as adhesive or the like to 
secure it to the user’s body. An optional mount (not shoWn) 
attachable to the user and mateable With the unit 402 may be 
used. For example, a mount may include an adhesive surface. 
The data processing unit 402 performs data processing func 
tions, Where such functions may include but are not limited to, 
?ltering and encoding of data signals, each of Which corre 
sponds to a sampled analyte level of the user, for transmission 
to the primary receiver unit 404 via the communication link 
403. In one embodiment, the self-poWered sensor 401 or the 
data processing unit 402 or a combined self-poWered sensor/ 
data processing unit may be Wholly implantable under the 
skin layer of the user. 

[0053] In certain embodiments, the primary receiver unit 
404 may include an analog interface section including and RF 
receiver and an antenna that is con?gured to communicate 
With the data processing unit 402 via the communication link 
403, and a data processing section for processing the received 
data from the data processing unit 402 including data decod 
ing, error detection and correction, data clock generation, 
data bit recovery, etc., or any combination thereof. 

[0054] In operation, the primary receiver unit 404 in certain 
embodiments is con?gured to synchroniZe With the data pro 
cessing unit 402 to uniquely identify the data processing unit 
402, based on, for example, an identi?cation information of 
the data processing unit 402, and thereafter, to periodically 
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