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(57) ABSTRACT

A method of operation of a navigation system having route
customization mechanism includes: generating a base route;
selecting a custom route priority based on a route preference;
generating a modified route based on the base route and the
custom route priority; and sending the modified route for

displaying on a device.
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NAVIGATION SYSTEM HAVING ROUTE
CUSTOMIZATION MECHANISM AND
METHOD OF OPERATION THEREOF

TECHNICAL FIELD

[0001] The present invention relates generally to a naviga-
tion system and more particularly to a system for a navigation
system with a route customization mechanism.

BACKGROUND ART

[0002] Modern portable consumer and industrial electron-
ics, especially client devices such as navigation systems, cel-
Iular phones, portable digital assistants, and combination
devices, are providing increasing levels of functionality to
support modern life including location-based information
services. Numerous technologies have been developed to uti-
lize this new functionality. Some of the research and devel-
opment strategies focus on new technologies while others
focus on improving the existing and mature technologies.
Research and development in the existing technologies can
take a myriad of different directions.

[0003] As users become more empowered with the growth
of mobile location based service devices, new and old para-
digms begin to take advantage of this new device space. There
are many technological solutions to take advantage of this
new device location opportunity. One existing approach is to
use location information to provide navigation services such
as a global positioning system (GPS) for a car or on a mobile
device such as a cell phone, portable navigation device (PND)
or a personal digital assistant (PDA).

[0004] Locationbased services allow users to create, trans-
fer, store, and/or consume information in order for users to
create, transfer, store, and consume in the “real world”. One
such use of location based services is to efficiently transfer or
route users to the desired destination or service.

[0005] Navigation systems and location based services
enabled systems have been incorporated in automobiles,
notebooks, handheld devices, and other portable products.
Today, these systems aid users by incorporating available,
real-time relevant information, such as maps, directions, local
businesses, or other points of interest (POI). The real-time
information provides invaluable relevant information.
[0006] In addition, rapid fluctuations in fuel prices have
become a paramount concern for consumers. Current navi-
gation systems can generate routes for shortest distance and
fastest time but do not take fuel efficiency, environmental
concerns, and fuel costs into account. The advancements with
navigation system need to incorporate these growing con-
cerns.

[0007] Thus, a need still remains for a navigation system
that can create custom routes to a destination that can maxi-
mize fuel efficiency and minimize fuel consumption. In view
of the ever-increasing commercial competitive pressures,
along with growing consumer expectations and the diminish-
ing opportunities for meaningful product differentiation in
the marketplace, it is critical that answers be found for these
problems. Additionally, the need to reduce costs, improve
efficiencies and performance, and meet competitive pressures
adds an even greater urgency to the critical necessity for
finding answers to these problems.

[0008] Solutions to these problems have been long sought
but prior developments have not taught or suggested any
solutions and, thus, solutions to these problems have long
eluded those skilled in the art.
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DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

[0009] The present invention provides a method of opera-
tion of a navigation system having route customization
mechanism including: generating a base route; selecting a
custom route priority based on a route preference; generating
amodified route based on the base route and the custom route
priority; and sending the modified route for displaying on a
device.

[0010] The present invention provides a navigation system
having route customization mechanism including: a user
interface for selecting a custom route priority based on aroute
preference; a control unit, coupled to the user interface, for
generating a base route, generating a modified route based on
the base route and the custom route priority; and a commu-
nication unit, coupled to the control unit, for sending the
modified route for displaying on a device.

[0011] Certain embodiments of the invention have other
aspects in addition to or in place of those mentioned above.
The aspects can become apparent to those skilled in the art
from a reading of the following detailed description when
taken with reference to the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0012] FIG. 1 is an example of an environment using an
embodiment of the present invention.
[0013] FIG. 2 is a flow chart of a navigation system in a first
embodiment of the present invention.

[0014] FIG. 3 is aflow chart of the route parameters module
of FIG. 2.
[0015] FIG. 4 is a flow chart of the vehicle parameters

module of FIG. 2.

[0016] FIG.5 is a flow chart of the route preference module
of FIG. 2.
[0017] FIG. 6 is a flow chart of the recommend refuel

module of FIG. 2.

[0018] FIG. 7 is a block diagram of a navigation system in
a second embodiment of the present invention.

[0019] FIG. 8 is a block diagram of a navigation system in
a third embodiment of the present invention.

[0020] FIG. 9 is a diagrammatical example of an applica-
tion of the navigation system recommend refuel module of
FIG. 2.

[0021] FIG. 10 is an example of an application of the navi-
gation system having route customization mechanism for fuel
estimation.

[0022] FIG. 11 is a flow chart of a method of operation of
the navigation system in a further embodiment of the present
invention.

BEST MODE FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

[0023] The following embodiments are described in suffi-
cient detail to enable those skilled in the art to make and use
the invention. It is to be understood that other embodiments
would be evident based on the present disclosure, and that
system, process, or mechanical changes can be made without
departing from the scope of the present invention.

[0024] In the following description, numerous specific
details are given to provide a thorough understanding of the
invention. However, it can be apparent that the invention can
be practiced without these specific details. In order to avoid
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obscuring the present invention, some well-known circuits,
system configurations, and process locations are not dis-
closed in detail.

[0025] Likewise, the drawings showing embodiments of
the system are semi-diagrammatic and not to scale and, par-
ticularly, some of the dimensions are for the clarity of pre-
sentation and are shown greatly exaggerated in the drawing
FIGs. Similarly, although the views in the drawings for ease
of'description generally show similar orientations, this depic-
tion in the FIGs. is arbitrary for the most part. Generally, the
invention can be operated in any orientation.

[0026] Where multiple embodiments are disclosed and
described having some features in common, for clarity and
ease of illustration, description, and comprehension thereof,
similar and like features one to another will ordinarily be
described with similar reference numerals. The embodiments
have been numbered first embodiment, second embodiment,
etc. as a matter of descriptive convenience and are not
intended to have any other significance or provide limitations
for the present invention.

[0027] One skilled in the art would appreciate that the for-
mat with which navigation information is expressed is not
critical to some embodiments of the invention. For example,
in some embodiments, navigation information is presented in
the format of (X, Y), where X and Y are two ordinates that
define the geographic location, i.e., a position of a user.
[0028] The navigation information is presented by longi-
tude and latitude related information. The navigation infor-
mation also includes a velocity element comprising a speed
component and a direction component.

[0029] The term “navigation routing information” referred
to herein is defined as the routing information described as
well as information relating to points of interest to the user,
such as local business, hours of businesses, types of busi-
nesses, advertised specials, traffic information, maps, local
events, and nearby community or personal information.

[0030] The term “module” referred to herein can include
software, hardware, or a combination thereof. For example,
the software can be machine code, firmware, embedded code,
and application software. Also for example, the hardware can
be circuitry, processor, computer, integrated circuit, inte-
grated circuit cores, or a combination thereof.

[0031] The term “fuel” referred to herein can include gaso-
line, diesel, bio-diesel, ethanol, electric power, hydrogen
fuel-cell, or a combination thereof, as examples. The term
“fuel efficiency” referred to herein is the measure of a dis-
tance unit per a volume unit. A distance unit can include miles
orkilometers. A volume unit can include gallons or liters. The
term “fuel consumption” referred to herein is the actual vol-
ume of fuel used.

[0032] Referring now to FIG. 1, therein is an example of an
environment 100 using an embodiment of the present inven-
tion. The environment 100 applies to any embodiment of the
present invention described later. The environment includes a
first device 102, such as a server or client. The first device 102
can be linked to a second device 104, such as a client or server,
with a communication path 106, such as a network.

[0033] The first device 102 can be any of a variety of cen-
tralized or decentralized computing devices. For example, the
first device 102 can be a computer, a computer in a grid
computing pool, a virtualized computer, a computer in a
cloud computing pool, or a computer in a distributed com-
puting topology. The first device 102 can include routing
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functions or switching functions for coupling with the com-
munication path 106 to communicate with the second device
104.

[0034] The second device 104 can be of any of a variety of
mobile devices. For example, the second device 104 can be a
cellular phone, personal digital assistant, a notebook com-
puter, or other multi-functional mobile communication or
entertainment devices having means for coupling to the com-
munication path 106.

[0035] The communication path 106 can be a variety of
networks. For example, the communication path 106 can
include wireless communication, wired communication,
optical, ultrasonic, or the combination thereof. Satellite com-
munication, cellular communication, Bluetooth, Infrared
Data Association standard (IrDA), radio data system (RDS),
HD radio data, wireless fidelity (WiFi), and worldwide
interoperability for microwave access (WiMAX) are
examples of wireless communication that can be included in
the communication path 106. Ethernet, digital subscriber line
(DSL), fiber to the home (FTTH), and plain old telephone
service (POTS) are examples of wired communication that
can be included in the communication path 106.

[0036] Further, the communication path 106 can traverse a
number of network topologies and distances. For example,
the communication path 106 can include personal area net-
work (PAN), local area network (LAN), metropolitan area
network (MAN), and wide area network (WAN).

[0037] For illustrative purposes, the first device 102 is
shown in a single location, although it is understood that the
server can be centralized or decentralized and located at dif-
ferent locations. For example, the first device 102 can repre-
sent real or virtual servers in a single computer room, distrib-
uted across different rooms, distributed across different
geographical locations, embedded within a telecommunica-
tions network, virtualized servers within one or more other
computer systems including grid or cloud type computing
resources, or in a high powered client device.

[0038] Further for illustrative purposes, the environment
100 is shown with the second device 104 as a mobile com-
puting device, although it is understood that the second device
104 can be different types of computing devices. For
example, the second device 104 can be a mobile computing
device, such as notebook computer, another client device, or
a different type of client device.

[0039] Yet further for illustrative purposes, the environ-
ment 100 is shown with the first device 102 and the second
device 104 as end points of the communication path 106,
although it is understood that the environment 100 can have a
different partition between the first device 102, the second
device 104, and the communication path 106. For example,
the first device 102, the second device 104, or a combination
thereof can also function as part of the communication path
106.

[0040] Referring now to FIG. 2, therein is shown a flow
chart of a navigation system 200 in a first embodiment of the
present invention. The navigation system 200 provides routes
based on terrain information, traffic information, fuel con-
sumption, vehicle information, map information, and cus-
tomized priorities selection by the navigation system 200 or
manually entered.

[0041] The navigation system 200 can include a user des-
tination 201, a select destination module 202, a base route
module 204, base routes 205, a route parameters module 206,
a route profile 207, a vehicle parameters module 208, a
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vehicle profile 209, a route preference module 210, a custom
route priority 211, a modified route module 212, a modified
route 213, a traverse route module 214, a track fuel gauge
module 216, a scan fuel prices module 218, a recommend
refuel module 220, a feedback module 222, and a user gen-
erated content 224. For illustrative purposes, the navigation
system 200 is shown having discrete modules, although it is
understood that the navigation system 200 can include other
modules or modules in different configurations.

[0042] The user destination 201 can be linked to the select
destination module 202. The select destination module 202
can be linked to the base route module 204. The base route
module 204 can be linked to the route parameters module 206
and the scan fuel prices module 218. The route parameters
module 206 can be linked to the modified route module 212.
The scan fuel prices module 218 can be linked to the modified
route module 212. The modified route module 212 can be
linked to the traverse route module 214. The traverse route
module 214 can be linked to the recommend refuel module
220. The recommend refuel module 220 can be linked to the
feedback module 222. These modules can utilize the same or
portion of the same information. For illustrative purposes, the
navigation system 200 is shown having discrete modules,
although it is understood that the navigation system 200 can
include other modules or modules in different configurations.
[0043] In addition, the vehicle parameters module 208 can
be linked to the modified route module 212. The route pref-
erence module 210 can be linked to the modified route mod-
ule 212. The track fuel gauge module 216 can be linked to the
traverse route module 214 and the recommend refuel module
220. The recommend refuel module 220 can loop back to the
traverse route module 214.

[0044] Thesselect destination module 202 can allow a driver
to input the user destination 201 into the navigation system
200. The select destination module 202 can send the user
destination 201 to the base route module 204.

[0045] The base route module 204 can receive the user
destination 201 from the select destination module 202. The
base route module 204 can calculate a number of the base
routes 205 to the user destination 201 and can display the total
distance of each of the base routes 205. For example, the base
routes 205 can include multiple routes to the user destination
including using different local streets, freeways, and a com-
bination thereof. The base route module 204 can send the base
routes 205 to the route parameters module 206 and the scan
fuel prices module 218.

[0046] The route parameters module 206 can receive the
base routes 205 from the base route module 204. The route
parameters module 206 can scan for parameters like street
types, elevation changes, different road pavement types, and
traffic along each of the base routes 205. Using these param-
eters, the route parameters module 206 can generate the route
profile 207 for each of the base routes 205. The route profile
207 can be sent the modified route module 212. The modified
route module 212 can use the route profile 207 to calculate the
total fuel estimation of each of the base routes 205.

[0047] The vehicle parameters module 208 can detect
parameters about the driver’s vehicle that can affect fuel
consumption and fuel efficiency. These parameters can
include the vehicle model, the vehicle condition such as tire
pressure, the cargo weight including passengers, and driver
behavior. For example, parameters like the vehicle model can
inform the vehicle parameters module 208 of the vehicle’s
base weight, engine size, performance statistics, tire size, fuel
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tank size, and other pertinent information. Parameters like tire
pressure, cargo weight, and driver behavior can be inputted
manually by the driver or automatically detected. The vehicle
parameters module 208 can send vehicle parameter informa-
tion to the modified route module 212.

[0048] The route preference module 210 can allow the
driver to set a preference to the types of routes displayed to the
driver. The route preference module 210 can allow a driver to
set a priority based on three types of route preferences in order
to create the custom route priority 211. The three types of
route preference can include most ecological route, shortest
route, and fastest route. The custom route priority 211 can be
sent to the modified route module 212.

[0049] Forexample, the driver can assign values or weights
to each route preference in order to create the custom route
priority 211. The modified route module 212 can use the
custom route priority 211 to filter and display the base routes
205.

[0050] The scan fuel prices module 218 can scan the fuel
prices of stations along the base routes 205. In addition, the
scan fuel prices module 218 can calculate the fuel consump-
tion needed to reach each fuel station along the base routes
205. The scan fuel prices module 218 can send updated fuel
prices to the modified route module 212.

[0051] The modified route module 212 can compile the
route profile 207, the vehicle profile 209, and the custom route
priority 211 to generate the total fuel estimation for each of
the base routes 205. The modified route module 212 an also
display the estimated fuel consumption of each of the base
routes 205 and display the total estimated time of each of the
base routes 205.

[0052] For example, the modified route module 212 can
display one of the base routes 205 as having a predicted fuel
consumption of eight volume units, a fuel efficiency of 23
distance units per volume unit and an estimated total time of
two hours and seven minutes. This information can assist a
driver in selecting a route based on a total time goal or a fuel
consumption goal.

[0053] The modified route module 212 can use the route
profile 207 and the vehicle profile 209 to modify the base
routes 205 for calculating the total fuel estimation of each of
the base routes 205. For example, to calculate the total fuel
estimation for one of the base routes 205, the modified route
module 212 can combine data from the route profile 207 and
the vehicle profile 209. The modified route module 212 can
apply vehicle weight and engine acceleration parameters to
road conditions, traffic, and elevation changes. Using route
and vehicle parameters, the modified route module 212 can
display a fuel estimation that is unique for the type of vehicle,
the current traffic conditions, and terrain of each of the base
routes 205.

[0054] The modified route module 212 can display the total
time and fuel estimation of each of the base routes 205 that
reflect updated information from the route and vehicle param-
eters. The driver can select one of the base routes to traverse.
The modified route module 212 can generate the modified
route 213 once the driver selects one of the base routes 205.
The modified route 213 can be sent to the traverse route
module 214.

[0055] The traverse route module 214 can execute naviga-
tion operations for the modified route 213. Navigation opera-
tions can include turn-by-turn instructions and audio prompts
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of routing instructions. The traverse route module 214 can
receive updated fuel gage information from the track fuel
gauge module 216.

[0056] The track fuel gauge module 216 can track the
amount of fuel in the vehicle. The track fuel gauge module
216 can determine the amount of fuel in the vehicle through a
sensor attached to the vehicle or calculate the amount through
driver input. For example, the driver can input the amount of
fuel and the octane level of the fuel in the fuel tank. The track
fuel gauge module 216 can calculate the current level of fuel
in the vehicle by subtracting the inputted amount by the fuel
consumption on the trip. The track fuel gauge module 216 can
send fuel gauge updates to the traverse route module 214 and
the recommend refuel module 220.

[0057] The recommend refuel module 220 can recommend
refueling options to a driver. The recommend refuel module
220 can determine how much range the vehicle has remaining
and scan the fuel prices within that range. The recommend
refuel module 220 can recommend the fuel station with the
lowest actual cost within that range. For example, if the vehi-
cle’s fuel tank is at a low level, the recommend refuel module
220 will recommend the closest and cheapest fuel station
within that range.

[0058] If the vehicle’s fuel tank is not at a low level, the
recommend refuel module 220 will scan all the fuel prices
within the vehicle’s range. The recommend refuel module
220 can recommend the fuel station with the lowest estimated
cost. The recommend refuel module 220 can calculate the
lowest estimated cost by combining the listed fuel price with
the price of fuel consumed to reach that fuel station. Once the
driver has selected a fuel station, the recommend refuel mod-
ule 220 can enable the traverse route module 214 to detour to
the fuel station.

[0059] The feedback module 222 can allow the driver to
input the user generated content 224 into the navigation sys-
tem 200. The user generated content 224 can include a survey
that reflects the driver’s behavior. The user generated content
224 can assist the navigation system 200 to calculate more
accurate fuel estimations for subsequent trips. In addition, the
feedback module 222 can also record driving behavior during
trips. For example, the feedback module 222 can record the
frequency of behaviors like rapid accelerations and rapid
stops. The recorded driver behavior and the user generated
content 224 can allow the navigation system 200 to more
accurate calculate fuel estimations in subsequent trips.
[0060] Referring now to FIG. 3, therein is shown the flow
chart of the route parameters module 206 of FIG. 2. The route
parameters module 206 is linked to the base route module 204
of FIG. 2 and the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2.

[0061] The route parameters module 206 can include a
street types profile module 302, an elevation profile module
304, a pavements profile module 306, a traffic profile module
308, and a route profile 3 10. The route parameters module
206 can receive the base routes 205 from the base route
module 204. For illustrative purposes, the route parameters
module 206 is shown having discrete modules, although it is
understood that the route parameters module 206 can include
other modules or modules in different configurations.

[0062] The street types profile module 302 can determine
the types of streets within each of the base routes 205 and
calculate the effect of these street types on fuel consumption.
The calculations from the street types profile module 302 can
beused to generate the route profile 310. The route profile 310
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can be used by the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 to
generate a route’s total fuel estimation.

[0063] Forexample, the street types profile module 302 can
account for the frequency of expressways, one-way streets,
boulevards, and four-lane highways within each of the base
routes 205 route. The street types profile module 302 can
calculate the effect of each street type on fuel efficiency and
fuel consumption. The street types profile module 302 can
send the street type frequency and the fuel consumption infor-
mation for each of the base routes 205 to the route profile 310.
The route profile 310 can be used by the modified route
module 212 of FIG. 2 for calculating the total fuel estimation
of each of the base routes 205.

[0064] The elevation profile module 304 can calculate fuel
consumption based on elevation changes in the terrain along
each of the base routes 205. The elevation profile module 304
can calculate fuel consumption based on the elevation
changes. For example, the elevation profile module 304 can
determine how much additional fuel is consumed by going
uphill and how much fuel is saved by going downhill. The
calculations from the elevation profile module 304 can be
used to generate the route profile 310. The route profile 310
can be used by the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 to
generate the total fuel estimation for each of the base routes
205.

[0065] The pavements profile module 306 can calculate
fuel consumption based on the different road pavements in
each of the base routes 205. Road pavements can include dirt
roads, asphalt, fording streams, desert sand, ice, and snow.
The pavements profile module 306 can detect each different
pavement type in each of the base routes 205 and the duration
of'each pavement type to calculate a change in fuel consump-
tion for each of the base routes 205.

[0066] For example, the pavements profile module 306 can
calculate slippage and traction information for each pave-
ment type. I[f the vehicle is off-roading, the pavements profile
module 306 can take into account loss of traction due to loose
dirt, rocks, and wheel spin. Factors like slippage and traction
can be used to calculate additional fuel consumption. The
pavements profile module 306 can send road pavement infor-
mation to the route profile 310 to be used by the modified
route module 212 of FIG. 2.

[0067] The traffic profile module 308 can calculate how
traffic conditions will affect fuel efficiency and fuel consump-
tion for a route. For example, the traffic profile module 308
can account for idle times, low speeds, and maximum speeds.
The traffic profile module 308 can also account for routes
with free flowing traffic and estimate the positive effect on
fuel efficiency for each of the base routes 205. The traffic
profile module 308 can send the traffic information to the
route profile 310 to be used by the modified route module 212
of FIG. 2.

[0068] The route profile 310 can include route information
from the street types profile module 302, the elevation profile
module 304, the pavements profile module 306, and the traffic
profile module 308. The route profile 310 can be sent to the
modified route module 212 of FIG. 2. Using the route profile
310, the modified route module 212 can determine the fuel
consumption of each of the base routes 205 based on route
parameters.

[0069] Referring now to FIG. 4, therein is shown a more
detailed flow chart of the vehicle parameters module 208 of
FIG. 2. The vehicle parameters module 208 can be linked to
the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2.
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[0070] The vehicle parameters module 208 can include a
vehicle model module 402, a vehicle condition module 404, a
cargo weight module 406, and a driver behavior module 408.
For illustrative purposes, the vehicle parameters module 208
is shown having discrete modules, although it is understood
that the vehicle parameters module 208 can include other
modules, or modules in different configurations.

[0071] The vehicle parameters module 208 can detect
parameters about the driver’s vehicle that can affect fuel
consumption. These parameters can be detected through sen-
sors or can be inputted manually by the driver. The parameter
information can be sent to the modified route module 212 to
provide information needed to calculate the total fuel estima-
tion for each of the base routes 205.

[0072] The vehicle model module 402 can detect the brand
and the model of the vehicle. The vehicle model module 402
can detect the vehicle model through sensors attached to the
vehicle or through driver input. The vehicle model module
402 can access databases to gain pertinent information about
the vehicle. This information can include the vehicle’s base
weight, engine size, performance statistics, tire size, and fuel
tank size. The vehicle information can be sent to the modified
route module 212 in preparation for calculating the total fuel
estimation for each of the base routes 205.

[0073] The vehicle condition module 404 can determine
vehicle maintenance conditions that can affect fuel efficiency.
Vehicle conditions and maintenance can include engine tun-
ing and tire pressure. For example, the vehicle condition
module 404, through sensors attached to the vehicle, can
determine the tire pressure within all four tires. Tires at maxi-
mum pressure will decrease fuel consumption and increase
fuel efficiency in contrast to tires at a low pressure.

[0074] The cargo weight module 406 can determine the
additional weight in the vehicle. For example, the additional
weight can include cargo and passengers in addition to the
base weight of the vehicle. The cargo and passenger weight
can be determined manually or automatically. The driver can
estimate the additional weight, including passengers and
enter the amount into the cargo weight module 406.

[0075] The driver behavior module 408 can determine driv-
ing behavior that can affect fuel efficiency. For example,
driving behavior like quick accelerations after stop signs or
low constant speeds can increase or decrease fuel efficiency.
The driver behavior module 408 can also track statistics like
average speed, maximum speed, braking frequency, and other
statistics that affect fuel efficiency. Driver behavior can be
determined manually or automatically. For example, the
driver behavior module 408 can prompt the driver to complete
a short survey of driver behavior before a trip.

[0076] In addition, the driver behavior module 408 can
learn driver behavior by recording the driver’s habits during a
trip. For example, the driver behavior module 408 can store
information including a driver’s top speed, a driver’s accel-
eration behavior, a driver’s braking behavior, and a driver’s
cruising behavior. The driver behavior module 408 can iden-
tity frequencies in each type of driving behavior. Based on
these frequencies, the driver behavior module 408 can recal-
culate fuel estimation for each of the base routes 205.

[0077] A vehicle profile 410 can include the information
from the vehicle model module 402, the vehicle condition
module 404, the cargo weight module 406, and the driver
behavior module 408. The vehicle profile 410 can be sent to
the modified route module 212. Applying the vehicle profile
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410 to each of the base routes 205, the modified route module
212 can calculate a total fuel estimation for each of the base
routes 205.

[0078] Referring now to FIG. 5, therein is shown a flow
chart of the route preference module 210 of FIG. 2. The route
preference module 210 is linked to the modified route module
212 of FIG. 2.

[0079] The route preference module 210 can include an
ecological efficient module 502, a shortest route module 504,
a fastest route module 506, an ecological weight 508, a short-
est weight 510, a fastest weight 512, a create custom priority
module 514 and the custom route priority 211 of FIG. 2. For
illustrative purposes, the route preference module 210 is
shown having discrete modules, although it is understood that
the route preference module 210 can include other modules or
modules in different configurations.

[0080] The route preference module 210 can allow the
driver to create the custom route priority 211. The custom
route priority 211 can allow the modified route module 212 to
search for a route that conforms to the driver’s preference.
The custom route priority 211 can include the ecological
weight 508, the shortest weight 510, and the fastest weight
512.

[0081] The ecological weight 508 corresponds to a prefer-
ence for routes that minimize fuel consumption. The shortest
weight 510 corresponds to a preference for routes that mini-
mize distance traveled. The fastest weight 512 corresponds to
minimizing time spent traversing the route.

[0082] The route preference module 210 can allow the
driver to input scalar values into the ecological efficient mod-
ule 502, the shortest route module 504, and the fastest route
module 506. For example, the ecological efficient module
502, the shortest route module 504, and the fastest route
module 506 can prompt the driver to distribute a maximum of
10 points among the modules. For illustrative purposes, the
driver can input 5 points into the ecological efficient module
502, 3 points into the fastest route module 506 and 2 points
into the shortest route module 504.

[0083] The ecological efficient module 502, the shortest
route module 504, and the fastest route module 506 can assign
a scalar value to the corresponding weight. The ecological
efficient module 502 can assign a scalar value to the ecologi-
cal weight 508. The shortest route module 504 can assign a
scalar value to the shortest weight 510. The fastest route
module 506 can assign a scalar value to the fastest weight 512.
[0084] The create custom priority module 514 can read the
scalar values from the ecological weight 508, the shortest
weight 510, and the fastest weight 5 12. The create custom
priority module 514 can generate a custom route priority 516
based on the scalar values assigned to the weight modules.
For illustrate purposes, the create custom priority module 514
can generate the custom route priority 516 by using the algo-
rithm in equation 1 below.

ax+by+cz (€8]

[0085] The variables a, b, and ¢ represent scalar numbers
from the ecological weight 508, the shortest weight 510, and
the fastest weight 512. The variables a, b, ¢ are denoted as
integers, although it is understood that a, b, and ¢ can be real
numbers which includes fractions or decimals. The variables
X, ¥, and z can represent the ecological weight 508, the short-
est weight 510, and the fastest weight 512.

[0086] As another example to achieve a route that mini-
mizes fuel consumption, the value 0of 10 can be assigned to the
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ecological weight 508, and no points assigned to the shortest
weight 510 and the fastest weight 512. In this situation, the
create custom priority module 514 can generate the custom
route priority 516 that can reflect the algorithm of equation 2:

10x+0y+0z 2)

[0087] In this example, the scalar points were all assigned
to the ecological weight 508. The custom route priority 211
that reflects equation 2 can be sent to the modified route
module 212. The modified route module 212 can display
routes that conform to the custom route priority 211.

[0088] As another example, a system with points to allo-
cate, can allow the driver to select a route that reflect all of the
route preferences. The driver can weight each route prefer-
ence to select a route that reflects each preference to varying
degrees. For example, the driver can input 5 points into the
fastest route module 506, 3 points into the ecological efficient
module 502, and 2 points into the shortest route module 504.
The create custom priority module 514 can generate the cus-
tom route priority 516 that can include the algorithm in equa-
tion 3 below:

3x+2y+5z 3)

[0089] Ithas been discovered that the present invention can
generate routes that balance route preferences to the propor-
tions established by the custom route priority 211. For
example, the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 can gen-
erate a route reflecting a 50 percent priority to speed, 30
percent priority to the ecological efficiency, and 20 percent
priority to shortest distance. The modified route 213 of FIG.
2 will reflect a preference to speed but still account for the
lower preference of shortest distance.

[0090] Referring now to FIG. 6, therein shown is a flow
chart of the recommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2. The
traverse route module 214 of FIG. 2 can be linked to the
recommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2. The track fuel gauge
module 216 of FIG. 2 can be linked to the recommend refuel
module 220. The recommend refuel module 220 can be
linked to the feedback module 222 of FIG. 2. The recommend
refuel module 220 can loop back to the traverse route module
214 of FIG. 2.

[0091] The recommend refuel module 220 can include a
detect vehicle range module 602, a base range 604, a critical
station search module 606, a first station fuel module 608, a
second station fuel module 610, a select station module 612,
and a recommend behavior module 614.

[0092] The detect vehicle range module 602 can be linked
to the base range 604. The base range 604 can be linked to the
critical station search module 606. The critical station search
module 606 can include the first station fuel module 608 and
the second station fuel module 610. The first station fuel
module 608 can be linked to the second station fuel module
610. The critical station search module 606 can be linked to
the select station module 612. The select station module 612
can be linked to the recommend behavior module 614. The
modules within the recommend refuel module 220 are shown
having discrete modules, although it is understood that the
recommend refuel module 220 can include other modules or
modules in different configurations.

[0093] The recommend refuel module 220 can receive fuel
gauge information from the traverse route module 214. The
recommend refuel module 220 can enable the traverse route
module 214. Additionally, the driver can manually enable the
traverse route module 214. The recommend refuel module

Aug. 5, 2010

220 can prompt the driver to refuel based on fuel station costs
and fuel consumption used to reach the fuel station.

[0094] The detect vehicle range module 602 can predict the
remaining distance the vehicle can travel based on the fuel
estimation of the vehicle’s current course. Depending on the
fuel remaining in the vehicle’s fuel tank, the detect vehicle
range module 602 can calculate the base range 604. The base
range 604 can reflect the amount of distance units the vehicle
can travel before the vehicle runs out of fuel.

[0095] The detect vehicle range module 602 can increase or
decrease the base range 604 based on the terrain conditions
along the route. For example, if the driver is currently climb-
ing a mountain road, the detect vehicle range module 602 will
predict a shorter value for the base range 604 than if the
vehicle was going downhill.

[0096] The critical station search module 606 can receive
the base range 604. The critical station search module 606 can
locate and display the prices of all fuel stations within the base
range 604. If the critical station search module 606 detects
only one refuel station within the base range 604, the critical
station search module 606 can alert the driver that a refuel
must occur at that fuel station.

[0097] The critical station search module 606 can execute
the first station fuel module 608. The first station fuel module
608 can calculate the fuel consumption it will take to reach the
first fuel station within the base range 604. If there is only one
fuel station within the vehicle’s range, the first station fuel
module 608 can prompt the driver of a critical fuel warning. A
critical fuel warning is defined as an alert that indicates that
the vehicle must refuel at the nearest fuel station. The vehicle
must refuel at the nearest fuel station because the vehicle
cannot reach any other fuel stations with the vehicle’s base
range.

[0098] If the critical station search module 606 detects
more than one fuel station within the base range 604, the
critical station search module 606 can enable the second
station fuel module 610 after enabling the first station fuel
module 608. The second station fuel module 610 can calcu-
late the fuel consumption to reach the remaining fuel stations
within the base range 604 of the vehicle.

[0099] Thesselect station module 612 can allow the driverto
select a station for refueling. The select station module 612
can display the fuel consumption calculations from the first
station fuel module 608 and the second station fuel module
610. If the driver received a critical fuel level warning, the
select station module 612 can recommend the first station
within the base range 604. The select station module 612 can
display the fuel consumption to reach the first fuel station, and
the price of fuel at the first station.

[0100] Ifmore than one fuel station is within the base range
604, the select station module 612 can display all fuel stations
within the base range 604. The select station module 612 can
display the price of fuel for each of the fuel station within the
base range 604.

[0101] The select station module 612 can determine the
estimated total cost of a refuel by combining the station’s fuel
price with the costs of the fuel consumed to reach the fuel
station. The select station module 612 can display the esti-
mated refuel costs of all the fuel stations within the base range
604, allowing the driver to select the cheapest fuel station
based on price and fuel consumption.

[0102] The recommend behavior module 614 can detect
how the driver’s speed, braking frequency, and acceleration
patterns are increasing or decreasing the base range 604. The



US 2010/0198508 Al

recommend behavior module 614 can recommend instruc-
tions to the driver to increase fuel efficiency. For example, a
driver in a secluded section of a highway could be far away
from the next fuel station. For illustrative purposes, the next
fuel station could be four miles outside the base range 604 of
the vehicle. The recommend behavior module 614 can rec-
ommend a change in top speed, slower accelerations, and
cruising behavior to increase fuel efficiency. The driver’s
modified behavior can increase the base range 604 so that a
driver, low on fuel, can reach the next fuel station.

[0103] It has been discovered that the present invention
provides a navigation system having the ability to recom-
mend modifications to driver behavior in order to minimize
fuel consumption. The navigation system can calculate
vehicle parameters and route parameters to provide a fuel
estimation and the base range 604. The navigation system can
recommend a modification of the driver’s behavior for
increasing the base range 604 when the vehicle is low on fuel.
[0104] Referring now to FIG. 7, therein is shown a block
diagram of a navigation system 700 having route customiza-
tion mechanism for fuel estimation in a second embodiment
of the present invention. The navigation system 700 can
include a first device 702 that can link to a communication
path 704. The communication path 704 can link to a global
positioning system 728. The communication path 704 can be
linked to a second device 726 such as a server.

[0105] The first device 702 can access the communication
path 704 for location services, such as the global positioning
system 728. The first device 702 can be any of a variety of
centralized or decentralized computing devices or any of a
variety of mobile devices. For example, the first device 702
can be a computer, a computer in a grid computing pool, a
virtualized computer, a computer in a cloud computing pool,
or a computer in a distributed computing topology. The first
device 702 can include routing functions or switching func-
tions for coupling with the communication path 704.

[0106] As another example, the first device 702 can be a
cellular phone, personal digital assistant, a notebook com-
puter, or other multi-functional mobile communication or
entertainment devices having means for coupling to the com-
munication path 704. The communication path 704 can
include the same variety of networks listed in the communi-
cation path 106 of FIG. 1.

[0107] The first device 702 can include a number of func-
tional units. For example, the first device 702 can include a
control unit 706 such as a processor or computer, a commu-
nication unit 708, a vehicle detect unit 710, a user interface
716, a memory 718, a first software 720, a location unit 722,
and a multimedia display interface 724.

[0108] The control unit 706 can be coupled to the commu-
nication unit 708, the vehicle detect unit 710, the user inter-
face 716, the memory 718, and the location unit 722. The
memory 718 can include the first software 720. The user
interface 716 can be linked to the multimedia display inter-
face 724.

[0109] The multimedia display interface 724 can include a
display or a projector. The user interface 716 can include akey
pad, a touchpad, soft-keys, a keyboard, a microphone, a
speaker, or any combination thereof to provide data and com-
mand inputs for the navigation system 700.

[0110] For illustrative purposes, the navigation system 700
is described with discrete functional blocks, although it is
understood that the navigation system 700 can have a differ-
ent configuration. For example, the control unit 706, the com-
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munication unit 708, the vehicle detect unit 710, and the
location unit 722 may not be discrete functional blocks but
may have one or more of the aforementioned blocks com-
bined into one functional block.

[0111] The control unit 706 can execute the first software
720 and can provide the intelligence of the first device 702.
The control unit 706 can interact with the vehicle detect unit
710, the communication path 704 via the communication unit
708, and the user interface 716.

[0112] The vehicle detect unit 710 can detect vehicle infor-
mation and can interact with the vehicle parameters module
208 of FIG. 2. The driver can provide an input to the first
device 702 through the user interface 716.

[0113] The location unit 722 can provide location informa-
tion and can be implemented in many ways. For example, the
location unit 722 can be an inertial navigation system, cell-
tower location system, accelerometer location system, or any
combination thereof The location unit 722 can be linked with
the global positioning system 728 to determine location and
provide location information. The location unit 722 can
include the active and passive components, such as micro-
electronics or an antenna, for interaction with the communi-
cation path 704.

[0114] The memory 718, such as a volatile memory, a non-
volatile memory, an internal memory, an external memory, or
a combination thereof, can store the first software 720, setup
data, multimedia data, photos, text, sounds recordings, video,
and other data for the operation of the navigation device. The
memory 718 can also store the relevant information, such as
maps, route information, traffic information, vehicle informa-
tion, advertisement and point of interest (POI), navigation
routing entries, driver profiles, or any combination thereof.
The memory 718 can also store recorded, imaged, sampled or
created relevant information to be transmitted to the first
device 702.

[0115] The memory 718 can be implemented in a number
of ways. For example, the memory 718 can be a nonvolatile
storage such as non-volatile random access memory
(NVRAM), Flash memory, or disk storage or a volatile stor-
age such as static random access memory (SRAM).

[0116] The communication unit 708 can connect with the
communication path 704 and can include active and passive
components, such as microelectronics or an antenna, for
interaction to the telecommunication system of the commu-
nication path 704.

[0117] The first software 720 can include the navigation
system 200 of FIG. 2. For example, the first software 720 can
include the select destination module 202 of FIG. 2, the base
route module 204 of FIG. 2, the route parameters module 206
of FIG. 2, the vehicle parameters module 208 of FIG. 2, the
modified route module 212 of FIG. 2, the traverse route
module 214 of FIG. 2, the track fuel gauge module 216 of
FIG. 2, the recommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2, and the
feedback module 222 of FIG. 2. The control unit 706 can
execute the first software 720.

[0118] The user destination 201 of FIG. 2 can be inputted
into the user interface 716. The control unit 706 can send the
user destination 201 to the first software 720. The control unit
706 can access the global positioning system 728 through the
communication unit 708 and the location unit 722. The first
software 720 can generate the base routes 205. The base
routes 205 can be displayed on the multimedia display inter-
face 724. The driver can select the modified route 213 of FIG.
2 with the user interface 716. The control unit 706 can send
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the modified route 213 to the multimedia display interface
724 for displaying. The control unit 706 can execute the
traverse route module 214 of FIG. 2, the recommend refuel
module 220 of FIG. 2, and the feedback module 222 of FIG.
2.

[0119] The control unit 706 can operate the vehicle detect
unit 710. The vehicle detect unit 710 can include sensors
attached to the vehicle. For example, the sensors can include
tire pressure sensors, vehicle weight sensors, fuel gauge sen-
sor, and an engine sensor.

[0120] Referring now to FIG. 8, therein is shown a block
diagram of a navigation system 800 having route customiza-
tion mechanism for fuel efficiency in a third embodiment of
the present invention. A first device 802, such as a server or
non-mobile computing device, can link to a second device
803, such as a client device or a mobile computing device,
with a communication path 804.

[0121] The first device 802 can include routing functions or
switching functions for coupling with the communication
path 804 to communicate with the second device 803.
[0122] The second device 803 can be of any of a variety of
mobile devices. For example, the second device 803 can be a
cellular phone, personal digital assistant, a notebook com-
puter, or other multi-functional mobile communication or
entertainment devices having means for coupling to the com-
munication path 804. The communication path 804 can be a
variety of networks similar to networks listed in the commu-
nication path 106 of FIG. 1.

[0123] For illustrative purposes, the first device 802 is
shown as a server. The first device 802 is shown in a single
location, although it is understood that the server can be
centralized or decentralized and located at different locations.
For example, the first device 802 can represent real or virtual
servers in a single computer room, distributed across diftferent
rooms, distributed across different geographical locations,
embedded within a telecommunications network, virtualized
servers within one or more other computer systems including
grid or cloud type computing resources, or in a high powered
client device.

[0124] Further, for illustrative purposes, the navigation sys-
tem 800 is shown with the second device 803 as a client. The
second device 803 can be a mobile computing device,
although it is understood that the second device 803 can be
different types of computing devices. For example, the sec-
ond device 803 can be a mobile computing device, such as
notebook computer, another client device, or a different type
of client device.

[0125] Yet further for illustrative purposes, the navigation
system 800 is shown with the first device 802 and the second
device 803 as end points of the communication path 804,
although it is understood that the navigation system 800 can
have a different partition between the first device 802, the
second device 803, and the communication path 804. For
example, the first device 802, the second device 803, or a
combination thereof can also function as part of the commu-
nication path 804.

[0126] The first device 802 can include a server control unit
806, such as a processor or a computer, a server communica-
tion unit 808, a vehicle detect engine 810, a user interface 816,
and a memory 818. The memory 818 can include a first
software 820. The server control unit 806 can be coupled to
the server communication unit 808, the vehicle detect engine
810, aroad conditions engine 812, a mapping engine 814, the
user interface 816, and the memory 818.
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[0127] For illustrative purposes, the navigation system 800
is shown with the first device 802 described with discrete
functional blocks, although it is understood that the naviga-
tion system 800 can have the first device 802 in a different
configuration. For example, the server control unit 806, the
server communication unit 808, the memory 818, and the first
software 820 may not be discrete blocks but may have one or
more of the aforementioned blocks combined into one func-
tional block.

[0128] The server control unit 806 can execute the first
software 820 and can provide the intelligence of the first
device 802 for interaction with the second device 803. The
server control unit 806 can interact with the vehicle detect
engine 810, the road conditions engine 812, the mapping
engine 814, the communication path 804 via the server com-
munication unit 808, and the user interface 816. The server
communication unit 808 can send and receive information
through the communication path 804.

[0129] The second device 803 can include, for example, a
client control unit 807, such as a processor, coupled with a
client local storage 872, a second software 821, a client com-
munication unit 809, a client vehicle detect unit 850, a client
location unit 822, and a client user interface 817 having a
multimedia display interface 824. The client user interface
817 can also include a projector, a key pad, a touchpad,
soft-keys, a keyboard, a microphone, a speaker, or any com-
bination thereof to provide data and command inputs to the
second device 803.

[0130] The client control unit 807 can execute the second
software 821 from the client local storage 872. The client
control unit 807 can provide the intelligence of the second
device 803 for interaction with the first device 802. The sec-
ond software 821 can allow the second device 803 to interact
with the communication path 804 via the client communica-
tion unit 809 and with the client location unit 822.

[0131] The client location unit 822 can provide location
information and be implemented in many ways. For example,
the client location unit 822 can be a global positioning system
(GPS), inertial navigation system, cell-tower location system,
accelerometer location system, or any combination thereof.
The client location unit 822 can include the active and passive
components, such as microelectronics or an antenna, for
interaction with the communication path 804.

[0132] The client local storage 872 can store the second
software 821, setup data, multimedia data, photos, text,
sounds recordings, video, and other data for the operation of
the second device 803 as a navigation device. The client local
storage 872 can also store relevant information, such as maps,
route information, vehicle information, traffic information,
advertisement and point of interest (POI), navigation routing
entries, driver profiles, or any combination thereof, from the
first device 802 or can be preloaded. The client local storage
872 can also store recorded, imaged, sampled or created
relevant information to be transmitted to the first device 802.
[0133] The client local storage 872 can be implemented in
a number of ways. For example, the client local storage 872
can be a nonvolatile storage such as non-volatile random
access memory (NVRAM), Flash memory, or disk storage or
a volatile storage such as static random access memory
(SRAM).

[0134] The client communication unit 809 can connect to
the server communication unit 808 through the communica-
tion path 804. The client communication unit 809 can include
active and passive components, such as microelectronics or
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an antenna, for interaction to the telecommunication system
of the communication path 804.

[0135] The navigation system 200 of FIG. 2 can be parti-
tioned between the first software 820 and the second software
821. For example, the first software 820 can include the base
route module 204 of FIG. 2, the route parameters module 206
of FIG. 2, the vehicle parameters module 208 of FIG. 2, the
modified route module 212 of FIG. 2, the traverse route
module 214 of FIG. 2, and the recommend refuel module 220
of FIG. 2. The server control unit 806 can execute the soft-
ware modules partitioned on the first software 820.

[0136] For illustrative purposes, the second software 821
can include the select destination module 202 of FIG. 2, the
track fuel gauge module 216 of FIG. 2, and the feedback
module 222 of FIG. 2. Based on the size of the client local
storage 872, the second software 821 can include additional
modules of the navigation system 200 of FIG. 2. The client
controlunit 807 can execute the software modules partitioned
on the second software 821.

[0137] The user destination 201 of FIG. 2 can be inputted
into the multimedia display interface 824. The client control
unit 807 can send the user destination 201 to the second
software 821 and the first software 820.

[0138] The first software 820 can generate the base routes
205 of FIG. 2. The server communication unit 808 can send
information like the base routes 205 to the second device 803
through the communication path 804. The base routes 205
can be displayed on the multimedia display interface 824.
[0139] The client control unit 807 can operate the client
vehicle detect unit 850. The client vehicle detect unit 850 can
include sensors attached to the vehicle. For example, the
sensors can include tire pressure sensors, vehicle weight sen-
sors, and an engine sensor. The client communication unit
809 can send tire information, vehicle weight information,
and engine information to the first device 802.

[0140] Referring now to FIG. 9, therein is shown a dia-
grammatical view of a route in an example application of the
navigation system 200 of FIG. 2. The diagram includes a first
vehicle 902 and a second vehicle 904. The diagram also
includes a first base range 906 for the first vehicle 902 and a
second base range 908 for the second vehicle 904.

[0141] The diagrammatic view depicts an example of the
first vehicle 902 and the second vehicle 904 depicted traveling
from left to right of the modified route 213 of FIG. 2. The
modified route 213 can include a first fuel station 910, a
second fuel station 912, a third fuel station 914, and a fourth
fuel station 916.

[0142] For illustrative purposes, the first fuel station 910
sells fuel at $3.35. The second fuel station 912 sells fuel at
$3.20. The third fuel station 914 sells fuel at $2.97 and the
fourth fuel station 916 sells fuel at $3.26.

[0143] The first vehicle 902 has a low level of fuel remain-
ing. The recommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2 can enable
the detect vehicle range module 602 of FIG. 6. The detect
vehicle range module 602 can calculate the first base range
906 based on local terrain and remaining fuel. The critical
station search module 606 of FIG. 6 can enable the first
station fuel module 608. The first station fuel module 608 of
FIG. 6 can detect the first fuel station 910. The critical station
search module 606 can determine that the first vehicle 902 can
only reach one refuel station.

[0144] The first base range 906 represents the distance the
first vehicle 902 can travel before running out of fuel. The
recommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2 can display a critical
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fuel level warning and can warn the driver of the first vehicle
902 that a refuel must occur at the first fuel station 910. The
recommend refuel module 220 can display the first base range
906 to the driver.

[0145] The driver of the second vehicle 904 has more refuel
options. The detect vehicle range module 602 of FIG. 2 can
calculate the second base range 908. The second base range
908 represents the distance that the second vehicle 904 can
travel before the vehicle runs out of fuel. The first station fuel
module 608 can detect that the second fuel station 912 is the
first station within the second base range 908. The critical
station search module 606 of FIG. 6 can detect that more than
one fuel station is within the second base range 908.

[0146] The critical station search module 606 of FIG. 6 can
enable the second station fuel module 610 of FIG. 6. The
second station fuel module 610 can detect that the second fuel
station 912, the third fuel station 914, and the fourth fuel
station 916 are within the second base range 908. The second
station fuel module 610 can display the prices of the fuel
stations within the second base range 908.

[0147] For example, the select station module 612 of FIG.
6 can display the prices of each station and can recommend
for the driver to stop at the third fuel station 914. The third fuel
station 914 is selling fuel at the cheapest price.

[0148] In addition, the recommend refuel module 220 of
FIG. 2 can calculate and display the estimated total costs to
reach each of the fuel stations. The recommend refuel module
220 can calculate the estimated total cost of each fuel station
by combining the fuel price to the fuel consumed to reach
each fuel station. The recommend refuel module 220 can
display a list of each fuel station’s estimated total cost. The
driver of the second vehicle 904 can select a fuel station based
on the lowest total cost to refuel.

[0149] Referring now to FIG. 10, therein is shown an
example of an application of the navigation system 200 of
FIG. 2. The example represents two routes, whereas the
x-axis direction represents distance and the y-axis direction
represents elevation. The example includes an elevated route
1002, a flat route 1004, a start point 1006, an end point 1008,
a vehicle 1010, a first fuel station 1012 and a second fuel
station 1014. The vehicle 1010 is depicted traveling from left
to right in the example.

[0150] At the start point 1006, the driver can input the user
destination of FIG. 2 into the select destination module 202 of
FIG. 2. The base route module 204 of F1G. 2 can generate the
base routes 205 to the end point 1008. The base routes 205 can
be sent to the route parameters module 206 of FIG. 2 and the
modified route module 212 of FIG. 2.

[0151] Additionally, the vehicle parameters module 208 of
FIG. 2 can detect the capabilities of the vehicle 1010 and this
information can be sent to the modified route module 212 of
FIG. 2. Furthermore, the driver can create the custom route
priority 516 from the route preference module 210 of FIG. 2.
[0152] For example, the driver assigns a weight of 5 out of
10 to the ecological efficient module 502 of FIG. 5, a weight
of 4 out of 10 to the fastest route module 506 of FIG. 5, and a
weight of 1 out 0of 10 to the shortest route module 504 of F1G.
5. Based on the driver input, the route preference module 210
can create the custom route priority 516 that can be sent to the
modified route module 212 of FIG. 2.

[0153] Using information from the route parameters mod-
ule 206 of FIG. 2, and the vehicle parameters module 208
FIG. 2, the modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 can calculate
and display the fuel estimation for each of the base routes 205.
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For example, the modified route module 212 can calculate the
fuel estimation based on the weight of the vehicle 1010, the
extra fuel consumed by climbing the elevated route 1002,
traffic conditions, and other route and vehicle parameters.
The custom route priority 516 can determine the routes that
are recommended by the modified route module 212.

[0154] Forillustrative purposes, the modified route module
212 of FIG. 2 can display the flat route 1004 and the elevated
route 1002 as recommended routes. The modified route mod-
ule 212 can display that the elevated route 1002 is a total
distance of 90 distance units, estimated time is 2.5 hours, and
the fuel estimation is 6 volume units. The modified route
module 212 can display that the flat route 1004 is a total
distance 107 of distance units, estimated time is 2.2 hours,
and the fuel estimation is 4 volume units. The flat route 1004
can represent a long road that curves around hilly terrain. The
elevated route 1002 can represent a route that directly climbs
over hilly terrain instead of the flat route 1004 that curves
around the hilly terrain.

[0155] Based on the driver’s input for the custom route
priority 516 of FIG. 5, the modified route module 212 of FIG.
2 will recommend the flat route 1004. Although the elevated
route 1002 is 90 distance units and less distance units than the
flat route 1004, the flat route 1004 more accurately conforms
to the driver’s input for the custom route priority 211 of FIG.
2. In this example, the custom route priority 211 has 5 points
assigned to the ecological efficient module 502 of FIG. 5. The
flat route 1004 consumes less fuel than the elevated route
1002 because more fuel is not needed to accelerate up an
elevated road.

[0156] The custom route priority 211 in this example has 4
points assigned to the fastest weight 512 of FIG. 5. The flat
route 1004 more accurately conforms to the 4 points assigned
to the fastest weight 512. The flat route 1004 is 2.2 hours
whereas the elevated route 1002 is 2.5 hours. The vehicle
1010 can achieve faster speeds on the flat route 1004 than on
the elevated route 1002. The modified route module 212 of
FIG. 2 can display the flat route 1004 first as the flat route
1004 conforms to the custom route priority 211.

[0157] As another example, the driver can enable the rec-
ommend refuel module 220 of FIG. 2 at the start point 1006 or
atanytime, to find a fuel station that minimizes fuel consump-
tion. The modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 can display the
first fuel station 1012 and the second fuel station 1014 and
calculate the estimated cost to refuel at each station. The
driver can then select a fuel station that has the lowest total
cost to refuel.

[0158] For illustrative purposes, the first fuel station 1012
has a price of 1 dollar and the second fuel station 1014 has a
price of 3 dollars. The modified route module 212 of FIG. 2
can calculate the fuel estimation needed to reach the first fuel
station 1012 and the second fuel station 1014. The modified
route module 212 can display the estimated total cost to reach
a fuel station by combining the fuel price with the fuel con-
sumed to reach the fuel station.

[0159] For example, the first fuel station 1012 involves
climbing a steep elevation. The first fuel station 1012 will
have a greater fuel consumption than the second fuel station
1014 because of fuel consumed from climbing the elevation.
The modified route module 212 of FIG. 2 can display that the
first fuel station 1012 has an estimated cost of 3.9 dollars and
that the second fuel station 1014 has an estimated cost of 3.2
dollars. Although the listed price of fuel at the first fuel station
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1012 is one dollar, the driver can select to refuel at the second
fuel station 1014 because the estimated cost to refuel is lower.
[0160] Referring now to FIG. 11, therein is shown a flow
chart of a method 1100 of operation of the navigation system
200 in a further embodiment of the present invention. The
method 1100 includes generating a base route in a block
1102; selecting a custom route priority based on a route
preference in a block 1104; generating a modified route based
on the base route and the custom route priority in a block
1106; and sending the modified route for display on a device
in a block 1108.

[0161] Yet another important aspect of the present inven-
tion is that it valuably supports and services the historical
trend of reducing costs, simplifying systems, and increasing
performance. These and other valuable aspects of the present
invention consequently further the state of the technology to
at least the next level.

[0162] Thus, it has been discovered that the navigation
system of the present invention furnishes important and here-
tofore unknown and unavailable solutions, capabilities, and
functional aspects for improving performance, increasing
reliability, increasing safety and reducing cost of using a
mobile client having location based services capability. The
resulting processes and configurations are straightforward,
cost-effective, uncomplicated, highly versatile, accurate, sen-
sitive, and effective, and can be implemented by adapting
known components for ready, efficient, and economical
manufacturing, application, and efficiency.

[0163] While the invention has been described in conjunc-
tion with a specific best mode, it is to be understood that many
alternatives, modifications, and variations can be apparent to
those skilled in the art in light of the aforegoing description.
Accordingly, it is intended to embrace all such alternatives,
modifications, and variations that fall within the scope of the
included claims. All matters hithertofore set forth herein or
shown in the accompanying drawings are to be interpreted in
an illustrative and non-limiting sense.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of operation of a navigation system compris-
ing:

generating a base route;

selecting a custom route priority based on a route prefer-

ence;

generating a modified route based on the base route and the

custom route priority; and

sending the modified route for displaying on a device.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein selecting the
custom route priority includes generating the custom route
priority based on a weighting of an ecological efficient route,
a fastest route, a shortest route, or a combination thereof.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising:

traversing the modified route;

scanning a fuel station and a fuel price associated with the

fuel station along the modified route; and
recommending a refuel based on the fuel station.

4. The method as claimed in claim 1 further comprising:

traversing the modified route;

generating a fuel estimation for calculating a base range of

the device;

locating a fuel station approximately along the modified

route; and

recommending a refuel based on the base range and with

the fuel station within the base range.
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5. The method as claimed in claim 1 wherein generating the
modified route includes:

traversing the modified route;

generating a fuel estimation for calculating a base range of

the device;

locating a fuel station approximately along the modified

route and beyond the base range;

recommending a driver behavior change to extend the base

range to reach the fuel station; and

recommending a refuel based on the driver behavior

change and the extended value of the base range.

6. A method of operation of a navigation system compris-
ing:

generating a base route;

selecting a custom route priority based on a route prefer-

ence;

generating a modified route based on the base route and the

custom route priority;

sending the modified route for displaying on a device and

for traversing the modified route by the device;
scanning a fuel station and a fuel price associated with the

fuel station along the modified route; and
recommending a refuel based on the fuel station.

7. The method as claimed in claim 6 wherein generating the
modified route includes utilizing a route profile for the base
route.

8. The method as claimed in claim 6 wherein generating the
modified route includes utilizing a vehicle profile for the base
route.

9. The method as claimed in claim 6 wherein recommend-
ing the refuel based on the fuel station includes updating the
modified route to the fuel station.

10. The method as claimed in claim 6 wherein generating
the modified route includes utilizing a route profile for the
base route with the route profile including an elevation profile
and a pavement profile.

11. A navigation system comprising:

a user interface for:

selecting a custom route priority based on a route pref-
erence;

a control unit, coupled to the user interface, for:

generating a base route,
generating a modified route based on the base route and
the custom route priority; and

a communication unit, coupled to the control unit, for:

sending the modified route for displaying on a device.

12. The system as claimed in claim 11 wherein the control
unit is for generating the custom route priority based on a
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weighting of an ecological efficient route, a fastest route, a
shortest route, or a combination thereof.
13. The system as claimed in claim 11 further comprising:
a location unit, coupled to the control unit, for detecting a
traversal along the modified route; and
wherein the control unit is for:
scanning a fuel station and a fuel price associated with the
fuel station along the modified route; and
recommending a refuel based on the fuel station.
14. The system as claimed in claim 11 further comprising:
a location unit, coupled to the control unit, for detecting a
traversal along the modified route; and
wherein the control unit is for:
generating a fuel estimation for calculating a base range of
the device;
locating a fuel station approximately along the modified
route; and
recommending a refuel based on the base range and with
the fuel station within the base range.
15. The system as claimed in claim 11 further comprising:
a location unit, coupled to the control unit, for detecting a
traversal along the modified route; and
wherein the control unit is for:
generating a fuel estimation for calculating a base range of
the device;
locating a fuel station approximately along the modified
route and beyond the base range;
recommending a driver behavior change to extend the base
range to reach the fuel station; and
recommending a refuel based on the driver behavior
change and the extended valued of the base range.
16. The system as claimed in claim 11 further comprising:
a location unit, coupled to the control unit, for detecting a
traversal along the modified route by the device; and
wherein the control unit is for:
scanning a fuel station and a fuel price associated with the
fuel station along the modified route; and
recommending a refuel based on the fuel station.
17. The system as claimed in claim 16 wherein the control
unit is for utilizing a route profile for the base route.
18. The system as claimed in claim 16 wherein the control
unit is for utilizing a vehicle profile for the base route.
19. The system as claimed in claim 16 wherein the control
unit is for updating the modified route to the fuel station.
20. The system as claimed in claim 16 wherein the control
unit is for utilizing a route profile for the base route with the
route profile including an elevation profile and a pavement
profile.
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