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PREFERRED CONTACT GROUP CENTRIC
INTERFACE

RELATED APPLICATIONS

This utility patent application claims the benefit under 35
United States Code § 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Patent Appli-
cation No. 60/689,581 filed on Jun. 10, 2005, which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This present invention relates generally to user interfaces
that are centered about a user’s preferred group of contacts on
a communication device.

BACKGROUND

Cellular telephones have become common communication
tools in modern society. A wide variety of handset styles are
available such as the “clam shell” flip-style cellular tele-
phones, the non-flip or “candy-bar” style cellular telephones,
and other cellular telephones with pivoting displays. While
the internal designs of the cellular telephones may be quite
different, each is generally designed ergonomically for maxi-
mum convenience and comfort. A variety of button and selec-
tor key configurations are also available, some with ergo-
nomic design in mind and others with enhanced specialized
functionality. Each cellular telephone has its own style and
functional features that provide a unique set of user experi-
ences.

Many modern cellular telephone devices also incorporate
organizational tools that have traditionally been found in
personal information managers or PIMs. Examples of PIM
functionalities that may be incorporated into cellular tele-
phone devices include personal call lists, business contact call
lists, phone book information, calendars, personal reminders
and other information. Moreover, the popularity of certain
tools and functionalities traditionally associated with non-
telecommunications devices, such as digital still and video
cameras, MP3 players, and computers (with applications
including e-mail, instant text messaging and photo messag-
ing), have increased the interest in providing cellular tele-
phone devices incorporating a wide variety of non-telecom-
munications functions.

The present disclosure has evaluated and contemplated a
variety of these and other functions to provide a user interface
system with ease of use that is centered about a user’s pre-
ferred group of contacts. The group centered user interface is
very useful in mobile or portable electronic devices such as
cellular communication devices, PDAs, PIMs, as well as
other devices. Moreover, the present disclosure contemplates
that special billing systems may be applied to the group of
contacts.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG.11is an illustration of various configurations of the user
interface idle screen.

FIG. 2 is a screenshot of an example communication
options menu for the user interface.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a first time power-up ini-
tialization sequence.

FIG. 4 is an illustration of example idle screens and other
features related thereto.

FIG. 5 is an illustration of a user interaction sequence for a
user interface for adding preferred contacts.
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FIG. 6 is an illustration of a user interaction sequence for
another aspect of a preferred contact group interface for add-
ing preferred contacts.

FIG. 7 is an illustration of an example user interaction
sequence for selection of a picture for a preferred contact.

FIG. 8 is an illustration of an example interaction sequence
for modification of preferred contacts.

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an example user interaction
sequence to change the order of the user’s preferred contacts.

FIG. 10 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence for changing various settings associated
with the preferred contact group centric interface.

FIG. 11 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence that illustrates various communication
modes associated with a preferred contact.

FIG. 12 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence that illustrates additional communica-
tion modes associated with a contact.

FIG. 13 is an illustration of another example user interface
interaction sequence that illustrates selection of various com-
munication modes associated with a contact;

FIG. 14 is an illustration of a user interface interaction
sequence for creation of a graphical icon for a preferred
contact from a downloaded picture.

FIG. 15 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence for an incoming communication notifi-
cation associated with a contact.

FIGS. 16 A-16E are illustrations of an example Web-based
user interface for configuration and management of a pre-
ferred contact group user interface.

FIGS. 17A-17C areillustrations of an example WAP-based
user interface for configuration and management of a pre-
ferred contact group user interface.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present description relates to a preferred contact group
centric interface that can be used to facilitate communications
by the user with any of his or her designated preferred con-
tacts via a communication device. The user interface can be
arranged to activate from a user’s “home page” on the display
of his or her communication device, from an idle screen that
is accessed after a timeout period expires, or any other appro-
priate mechanism that activates the preferred contact group
centric experience.

Briefly stated, a preferred contact group centric interface
for a communication device can be used to facilitate commu-
nications by a user. A user selects the preferred contact group
from among an array of the user’s contacts. Once the contact
group is configured, a minimal number of navigation/selec-
tion features is necessary to activate any number of commu-
nication modes available to the contacts. The contact group is
configured such that simple and quick navigation between the
contact members is achieved. The contact group can be pre-
sented in two dimensional and three dimensional arrange-
ments, and in any number of list or geometric configurations.
A pricing plan may optionally be tied to the provision of
communications services between the user and his or her
preferred contact group.

The preferred contact group centric experience is designed
to facilitate quick and easy selection of a contact from among
an array of the user’s contacts (as designated by the user),
followed by quick and easy application selection from a vari-
ety of communications modes, including single-click initia-
tion of'a communication mode of a default contact or a default
communication mode. Although many of the descriptions
contained herein illustrate a grouping of five (5) key contacts
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related to the interface, the exact number of contacts is not
significant and any number of contacts (e.g., 10, 20, 100, etc)
can be employed individually or as part of groups. Moreover,
the term communication device is intended to cover a wide
variety of devices such as, for example, cellular telephone
type devices, PDA/PIM style devices, as well as other devices
that include communication facilities.

In one example, a display of five preferred contacts is
presented on the idle screen of the user’s communication
device. The user may initiate a communication mode for a
pre-selected default contact with a single click, or may swiftly
traverse through his or her contacts using navigation keys
configured for such purpose (e.g., up/down/left/right keys)
until the desired contact is highlighted, then may initiate a
pre-selected default communication to the highlighted con-
tact simply by pressing the designated default key on the
communication device or may traverse through numerous
other communications modes that are available to communi-
cate with the selected contact (e.g. e-mail, instant messaging,
or photo messaging) simply by using navigation keys config-
ured for such purpose (e.g., up/down/left/right keys) and then
pressing a designated selection button on the communication
device. The interface is contact group centric in that the
interface experience commences with the selection of the
desired recipient (either manually or by default) from the
user’s preferred contact group, followed by selection of the
desired mode of communication with a selected contact (ei-
ther via single-click initiation of a default mode of commu-
nication or via a communication mode menu).

While some conventional address book menus on commu-
nication devices do provide a minimal amount of person
centric communications, the contact group centric interface is
unique in that it provides a user with a novel method to select
both preferred contacts and preferred communication modes
through a single, visually appealing interface. The user’s
preferred contacts, as well as communications options relat-
ing to those contacts, may be presented in a list-styled
arrangement, a circular-styled arrangement, an elliptical-
styled arrangement, or some other geometric-styled arrange-
ment such as pentagonal, hexagonal, “X” shaped, “T”
shaped, or “+” shaped arrangements. In addition, the presen-
tation of all communication modes in one location, accessible
through presentation of the contacts on an idle screen, is novel
to the preferred contact group centric interface. Example
screenshots for various views of the preferred contact group
centric interface are presented below, along with communi-
cation mode screenshots. User contacts are chosen in advance
by the user and remain in the order selected until the user
replaces or rearranges his or her contacts, thereby providing
predictability in user interface interaction. For example, if the
user selects “MOM?” as his or her first contact, then only a
single click of a designated key is required to call “MOM”,
until the user changes the order and moves “MOM” to another
location among his or her preferred contacts. This is an impor-
tant novel concept of the preferred contact group centric
interface and an enhancement to current user interface expe-
riences.

Current cellular telephone user interfaces are designed in a
very feature centric manner. For example, to make voice calls
on a conventional cellular telephone, users typically access
the device’s address book. In order to type and transmit a text
message, the user must typically first access a “messages”
menu and then select a “compose” function from the menu,
followed by selecting the desired recipient of the message.
While some cellular telephones do permit a user to send a text
message, for example, from a phone book menu, this user
experience is not optimal in terms of minimizing number of
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key clicks and overall ease of navigation. Requiring users to
navigate to numerous menus and locations in the traditional
user interface also negatively impacts of the user’s ability to
discover those features. In summary, the user experience for
current cellular telephones is very feature driven rather than
contact centric.

The preferred contact group centric interface brings the
user’s most-desired contacts “front and center” to the idle
screen (or some other appropriate screen) of the device dis-
play. Through easy and intuitive selection of a desired contact
among an array of contacts, the user is then able to quickly
access a variety of communication modes available to com-
municate with the contact, such as initiating a voice call,
sending a text, picture, voice or instant message (IM), or
sending an email. The preferred contact group centric inter-
face also enables a novel scalable user experience that pro-
vides a “front and center” presentation from which to add new
communication services.

This concept may benefit both the end customer and the
service provider (e.g., a wireless telecommunications car-
rier). The service provider supporting the communication
device may offer special, desirable pricing plans in conjunc-
tion with the unique qualities of the preferred contact group
centric interface. For instance, the service provider may offer
a special price plan providing unlimited incoming and outgo-
ing voice calls between the user and his or her designated
preferred contacts. By way of further example, the service
provider may expand its offering of unlimited services to
include unlimited messaging as well as data use related to the
user’s designated preferred contacts. Further expansion of the
price plan can include calling to international numbers.

The idle screen can be defined at the front/home screen of
the communication device, and may include the name of the
service provider, battery level, wireless signal strength, date,
time, and may provide access to the menu functions of the
phone.

The display of the user’s contacts on the preferred contact
group centric interface’s idle screen can be integrated into the
background wallpaper through transparency.

In another embodiment, the user’s contacts can be a Web-
enabled page that is downloaded from a network connection
such as a Web page or a WAP page, possibly including active
X, Java, Flash, or some other scripting or executable format
that provides a uniform interaction on all similar communi-
cations devices. Contacts can be managed through the Web,
or WAP, other over-The-air transport technology, a cable
interface with the device or other connection to another
device (e.g., personal computer).

FIG. 1 is an illustration of various configurations (100) of
the preferred contact group centric interface idle screen.
Screenshot 110 illustrates a circular style idle screen where
each contact in the user’s contact group is arranged about a
center axis on the graphics display. The currently-selected
contact is illustrated in the bottom center portion of the
screen, but any designated location can be used for the
selected contact. In example screenshot 110, the dimensions
of the graphical icon (a photo in this case) are larger for the
selected contact than the other non-selected contacts. In
example screenshot 110, the dimensions of the graphical icon
are determined by the physical screen location (e.g., bottom
center is larger than right/left, which are larger than top right
and top left) relative to an axis or rotation (to be discussed
later). The dimensions associated with the graphical icons can
be the same for every contact regardless of screen location,
different for every contact based on screen location, or
according to some other specified motif. Text identifying the
selected contact’s name is included beneath the associated
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graphical icon. The selected contact’s name may also be
overlaid on the graphic in a visually appealing manner.

Screenshot 120 illustrates a list-style idle screen configu-
ration where each contact in the user’s contact group is
arranged in a vertical list about a linear axis with graphical
icons positioned on the left hand side of the screen and text
identifying the corresponding contacts name on right hand
side of the screen. A selected contact is illustrated in an
inverse video format or some other graphical form highlight-
ing. In one example, the selected contact always appears in a
fixed location on the display (e.g., the top most position, the
bottom most position, the center position, etc.) and the user
interface is arranged to vertically scroll up and down through
the list. In another example, the highlighting indicator can be
moved up and down through the contact list. In still another
example, the list has a wrap-around effect where scrolling
from the top of the display continues at the bottom of the list,
and vice-versa. The list-style idle screen may also be dis-
played horizontally.

Screenshot 130 illustrates another circular style configura-
tion where each contact in the user’s contact group is arranged
about a center axis on the display, with the currently-selected
contact being located in the center of the other non-selected
contacts. In example screenshot 130, the dimensions of the
graphical icon (a photo in this case) are larger for the selected
contact than the other non-selected contacts. Text identifying
the selected contact’s name is included around the bottom
line of the graphical display.

Screenshot 140 illustrates another circular style configura-
tion where each contact in the user’s contact group is arranged
about a center axis on the graphics display in a three-dimen-
sional space. The dimensions of the graphical icon (a photo in
this case) are larger for the selected contact than the other
non-selected contacts. Text identifying the selected contact’s
name is included above the graphical icon, below the graphi-
cal icon, or overlapping the top portion of the graphical icon
as illustrated in the figure. The graphical icons are depicted
with a three-dimensional appearance that is akin to a sphere
with an image wrapped around the visible face. The user
interface can be arranged such that the selected icon can be
changed by rotation about a three-dimensional axis. Shadows
can be added to reflect a three dimensional look.

Each of the above-described idle screens permits the user
to change the currently-selected contact by traversing the
group of contacts in the user’s contact group via the various
navigation buttons/interfaces on the communication device
(e.g., a wireless communication device, a cellular telephone,
aPDA or PIN style device, etc.). A variety of graphical effects
can be applied to the display screen when the user traverses
the group of contacts appearing in the interface, such as an
animated rotation effect, a picture swap effect, a fade-in
effect, a fade-out effect, a fly-in effect, a fly-out effect, a
dissolve-in effect, a dissolve-out effect, a spiral-in effect, a
spiral-out effect, a slide-in effect, and a slide-out effect.

The preferred contact group centric interface that is
described herein is described in terms of navigation/selection
buttons and keys on the communication device, as well as
other specially designated selectors that are used for initiating
and cancelling telephone calls. However, any appropriate
navigation/selection means is contemplated within the scope
of this discussion including, but not limited to a keypad, a
directional key, a dynamically assigned soft key, a joypad-
style interface, a joystick-style interface, a trackball-style
interface, a touch screen type interface, and a stylus type
interface. Other means of navigation/selection can include
side key push and hold, speech recognition, and gesture rec-
ognition.
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FIG. 2 is a screenshot of an example list-style communi-
cation options menu (200) for the preferred contact group
centric interface. After selecting the options screen, a number
of communication modes are accessible. For this example
screen (200), a communication mode can be selected by
traversing through the list of available communication modes
and pressing the select key, or by pressing the corresponding
number on the keypad. The illustrated communication modes
include placing a telephone call (“1. Call”), sending a text
message (“2. Send Message”), sending a picture (“3. Share
Picture”), sending a voice message (“4. Send Voice Mes-
sage”), sending an instant message (5. Send IM”), and send-
ing an email message (6. Send E-mail”). Additionally, main-
tenance methods can be selected from the options screen such
as, for example, viewing activity logs (““7. Activity Log™) and
editing the contacts profile (“8. Edit Profile”).

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a first time power-up ini-
tialization sequence (300) that can be employed by a commu-
nication device in order to complete registration/activation
with a service provider.

After initial power up, a timeout occurs and the communi-
cation device displays pre-activation idle screen 310. After
activation is completed by the user with the service provider
(e.g., via a telephone call, in a company store, over the Inter-
net, or by other means), an SMS message is sent to the
communication device. The communication device receives
the SMS message and displays a text message receipt screen
such as SMS screen 320. The user can either select “View” or
“Exit” from SMS screen 320. Selection of “View” causes the
communication device to display a welcome message such as
welcome screen 330. The user can exit from welcome screen
330 by selecting “Options” or “Back”, resulting in the com-
munication device transferring to the preferred contact group
centric interface’s main or default screen, which is illustrated
as post-activation idle screen 340. User selection of “Exit”
from SMS screen 320 also results in the communication
device changing to the post-activation idle screen 340.

Once the preferred contact group centric interface is avail-
able on the communication device, the default main screen or
idle screen can be initialized for a selected group of contacts
that are considered within the user’s preferred contacts group.
Special telecommunications pricing and/or services associ-
ated with the user’s preferred contacts group may be associ-
ated with a special pricing plan. When the user’s preferred
contacts are keyed to a special pricing plan, a service provider
may desire that the user’s group membership be changed only
at the beginning of a billing cycle or during some other
revolving enrollment period. The user may designate the
membership of his or her preferred contact group via the
communication device, a customer service center represen-
tative, a computer connected through the Internet, or some
other mechanism.

FIG. 4 is an illustration of example idle screens (400) and
other features related thereto.

A partially-populated idle screen includes a mix of graphi-
cal identifiers associated with the user’s preferred contacts, as
illustrated in idle screen 410 of FIG. 4. A default picture icon
can be used to represent a preferred contact in the group if no
other graphical identifier has been assigned by the user, as
illustrated by default picture icon 412. A thumbnail size pic-
ture can be assigned to a preferred contact as illustrated by
icon 414. An unpopulated or unassigned icon includes
another graphical identifier to indicate that another contact
can be assigned to the group as illustrated by default unpopu-
lated contact icon in 416.

A fully populated idle screen includes a mix of graphical
identifiers associated for the various preferred contacts as
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illustrated in screenshot 420 of FIG. 4. Each contact in the
user’s preferred contact group is illustrated with thumbnail
pictures in this example, but is not so limited. Optional status
indicators can be dynamically assigned to the graphical indi-
cators as illustrated by example indicators 422 and 424. Indi-
cators 422 illustrate a graphical indicator and a text indicator
for a missed telephone call from one identified contact (e.g.,
Nate). Indicator 424 illustrates that an email message is wait-
ing from another identified contact. Other indicators can also
be associated with a contact, such as graphical icons and/or
text strings as may be desired for a variety of indications such
as text message waiting, voice message waiting, picture mes-
sage waiting, as well as others.

The optional status indicators can also be tied to a variety of
other features, such as presence information, upcoming dates
and appointments, and a mood level associated with the par-
ticular contact.

Presence information indicators can reveal the contact’s
current availability status (e.g., “available”, “unavailable”,
“on-line”, “off-line”, “busy”, “out to lunch”, “in a meeting”,
“be right back™, “away”), their location status (“at the corner
of 5 Ave.), as well as other user configurable presence
indicators (e.g., “meet me for lunch at 2 PM”).

Upcoming dates and appointments indicators can reveal
the contact’s birthday, anniversary, and other important dates
and appointments.

Mood level indicators can be utilized to project a likely
mood upon a preferred contact, such as happy, sad, or ambiva-
lent, wherein the mood level can be changed dynamically
based on a number of criteria. For example, if a user has not
contacted a preferred contact recently, or not as frequently as
other contacts from the user’s preferred contact group, the
mood indicator may designate the contact as sad. In contrast,
a frequently contacted contact can have a mood indicator of
happy. The mood indicators can also be tied to other items,
such as a daily horoscope, or updated in response to a pres-
ence data that is provided by the contact, such as through an
instant messaging program.

Other information such as current physical location of the
contact (e.g., near the user, in the same city as the user) using
location based technology can also be displayed. In addition,
relevant content related to the contact may also be displayed
(e.g., if contact is interested in a specific musical act, then the
musical act’s upcoming concert date can be displayed, along
with a hotlink to purchase tickets).

FIG.5isanillustration of a user interaction sequence (500)
for adding preferred contacts. The process flow (500) of FIG.
5 begins at the depicted unpopulated idle screen.

The user can press the “Select” key (e.g., the center button
on a joypad, an “OK” button, or some other button) from the
idle screen to add a contact for the currently selected contact
group member. The pressing of the “Select” key results in
another screen that either replaces the current screen with an
“Add Group Contact” dialog or overlays the current screen
(e.g., a pop-up window). The dialog notifies the user that a
new contact is being added to the currently selected group
(which was unpopulated in this example). The preferred con-
tact group centric interface also permits the user to select
“Create new”, “Get from phonebook™ or “Back.” Selection of
“Back” cancels the “add contact” dialog box and returns to
the idle screen.

Selection of “Create new” from the “Add Group Contact”
dialog transitions the preferred contact group centric inter-
face to a “Create new” template with one or more data entry
fields such as name, number, picture, etc. The fields could also
include a wide variety of additional information, including
e-mail address, home address, birthday, favorite ice cream,
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place of birth, and other information. The user can return to
the prior screen with selection of the “Back” key, or enter data
into one or more of the various data entry fields.

Data can be entered into the data entry fields using various
keys and/or input devices available for the communication
device. Once the user has entered data, the user can either
cancel the entered data or select the “Save” key. Pressing the
“Cancel” key returns the preferred contact group centric
interface to the prior screen, which is the “Add Group Con-
tact” dialog, while pressing the “Save” key transfers the pre-
ferred contact group centric interface to a confirmation dia-
log.

The confirmation dialog requests the user to approve sav-
ing the information for the selected contact from the user’s
preferred contact group. Approval can be rejected by the user
by depressing one key function (e.g., “No”), or accepted by
depressing another key function (e.g., “Yes”). Rejection of
approval returns the process to the prior screen. When
approval is accepted, the entered data is transmitted by the
communication device to the service provider for records
updating, and a dialog screen is displayed to indicate that the
server is being updated.

After a timeout period has expired, processing returns to
the idle screen where a wait indicator (e.g., an hourglass) is
displayed for the previously selected icon. After the service
provider has updated records for the communication device
on server, a message is transmitted to the communication
device to indicate that the records have been successfully
updated (or perhaps an error message if some other error
occurs). The updated records dialog screen can be dismissed
with a user interaction such as pressing an “OK” button, and
the user interface resumes the idle screen with the populated
contact now present.

FIG. 6 is an illustration of a user interaction sequence (600)
for another aspect of a preferred contact group centric inter-
face for adding preferred contacts. The process flow (600) of
FIG. 6 begins at the depicted unpopulated idle screen.

The user can press the “Select” key (e.g., the center button
on a joypad, an “OK” button, or some other button) from the
idle screen to add a contact for the currently selected contact
group member. Pressing the “Select” key results in another
screen that either replaces the current screen with an “Add
Group Contact” dialog or overlays the current screen such as
apop-up window style. The dialog notifies the user that a new
contactis being added to the currently selected group member
(which was previously unpopulated in this example). The
user interface also permits the user to select “Create new”,
“Get from phonebook™ or “Back.” Selection of “Back” can-
cels the “Add Group Contact” dialog box and returns to the
idle screen.

Selection of “Get from phonebook” from the “Add Group
Contact” dialog transitions the user interface to a phonebook
interface such as from a contact manager type application. A
previously entered contact can then be selected from the
phonebook using the various keys and/or input devices avail-
able in the contact manager. Once the user has selected the
contact, the user can either cancel the selection (e.g., selecting
“Back™), or select a telephone number (e.g., from a list of
available numbers such as a home number, a cell phone num-
ber, etc.) for the contact. After the desired phone number is
selected, the user can either save the selected contact infor-
mation (e.g. “Save”) or cancel and return to the prior screen
(e.g., “Cancel”). The confirmation dialogs, approval/rejec-
tion, and remaining steps in FIG. 6 are substantially the same
as that described for FIG. 5.

As previously stated, each contact in the user’s preferred
contact group can have an associated graphical icon for dis-
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play on the idle screen. FIG. 7 is an illustration of an example
user interaction sequence (700) for selection of a picture for a
preferred contact. In one example, the interaction of FIG. 7
occurs when the contact is initially selected such as from a
contact manager application as previously described. A
default picture might already be assigned to the identified
contact such as when a photograph is assigned to the contact
in a contact manager application. For this example, a dialog
screen is displayed requesting approval or rejection of the
default picture after the telephone number is selected.

Approval of the default picture opens a photographic edit
tool that includes a crop tool that operates similar to a graphi-
cal cursor. The crop tool can be positioned on a desired region
of'the picture by the user. Optionally, the crop tool can also be
configured to zoom in and out of the picture region to provide
a desired image size for cropping. Selection of “Crop” will
transition the user interface to a “Save” dialog window that
permits approval or rejection of the cropped photo. Selection
of “Back” aborts the crop tool back to the prior screen, which
is the “Use default” picture dialog screen previously
described.

When the default picture is rejected, another dialog screen
is displayed that includes various data fields for the user’s
preferred contact. The user can then press the “Select” key or
“Center” key over the picture field to select the photo from a
number of sources such as a digital camera interface (e.g.,
“Take Picture”) that is built into the communication device, a
file folder such as “My Photos”, an icon such as “Group
Contact Icons”, or some other source such as downloaded
icons. Selection of “Take Picture” causes the communication
device to activate its facility for taking pictures, followed by
cropping the picture, and the various approval and rejection
dialogs previously described. Selection of “My Photos”
results in activation of a file manager type of tool that permits
selection of a photograph from a file folder, activation of the
crop tool, and the various approval and rejection dialogs
previously described. Selection of “Group Contact Icons”
results in activation of a file manager type of tool that permits
selection of an icon from a file folder, followed by the various
approval and rejection dialogs as previously described. Selec-
tion of “Get More Icons” results in the launch of an Internet
based browser (e.g., WAP) allowing the user to download
more icons.

It is anticipated that a user may desire to edit the informa-
tion associated with a member of the user’s preferred contact
group, or replace the contact with another more desirable
contact. FIG. 8 is an illustration of an example interaction
sequence (800) for modification of preferred contacts. From
the idle screen, the selection key is depressed to recall various
options that are available for a previously configured contact
in the user’s preferred contact group. Selection of the
“Options” key permits the user to select any one of “Edit
Profile”, “Replace Contact” or “Change Order” for the
selected contact. Selection of “Edit Profile” permits the user
to change any one of the data fields that are associated with the
selected group contact.

Section of “Replace Contact” causes another dialog series,
such as warning messages that a contact cannot be changed
until the next billing cycle, or some other dialog such as a
screen warning that the contact can only be replaced once a
month. This dialog screen can be the result of a check with the
network to confirm inability for the user to make the change.
An approval/rejection dialog can then be exercised to permit
replacing the contact.

FIG. 9 is an illustration of an example user interaction
sequence (900) to change the presentation order of the user’s
preferred contacts. User interaction associated with the
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“Change Order” selection from the options screen of FIG. 8
can also described with reference to FIG. 9. Once the
“Change Order” selection is made, the user can utilize the
left/right keys or some other set of'keys to rotate the currently
selected group member though the various ordering posi-
tions. In this example, a circular arrangement is used for the
group members about a center axis on the screen. Pressing the
left key rotates the selected contact in a counter-clockwise
manner, while pressing the right key rotates the selected con-
tactin a clockwise manner. Once the desired order position is
reached, “Done” can be selected. Alternatively, the user can
cancel changing the ordering of the contacts.

FIG. 10 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence (1000) for changing various settings
associated with the preferred contact group centric interface.
The interaction begins at the IDLE screen where the user
selects “Menu”. A series of icons are presented that represent
all of the various menu options, including a settings icon. The
settings icon is illustrated by an S, but any graphical and/or
text based icon can be utilized as the settings icon. The user
navigates the selection cursor to the settings icon and presses
“Select” to activate the settings menu, or alternatively presses
“Back” to return to the prior screen (the idle screen in this
case).

From the settings menu, a variety of setting parameters are
accessible, such as “1. Time & Date”, “2. Display Settings”,
“3. Sound Settings”, “4. Group Settings”, “5. Network Ser-
vices”, and “6. Security”. Selection of the designated number
key (4 in this example) or navigating the cursor to the “Group
Settings” and pressing the selection button activates the
“Group Contacts Settings” menu. A “Back” interaction can
also be used to return to the prior screen.

From the “Group Contact Settings” menu a number of
selections are available such as “1. Hide Group”, “2. Refresh
Group”, and “3. About Group Contacts”. Selection of “Hide
Group” disables the idle screen from showing the preferred
group contacts and a dialog screen is displayed that indicates
the assignment of various shortcuts and related settings. Once
“OK”is selected, the dialog screen is dismissed and the group
contacts settings menu toggles “1. Hide Group”to “1. Unhide
Group”. Selection of “Refresh Group™ sends a message to the
server requesting that the preferred group contact settings be
updated, resulting in a dialog screen (which can be dismissed
with “OK”) that refreshing may take a few minutes. Selection
of “About Group Contacts” launches an Internet based site
such as a WAP site. From the WAP site, the wireless carrier
can provide a number of additional menu selection items,
additional information about the current settings, or any other
desired interaction.

The settings menu can also include other settings such as
Animation Settings that allow the user the option to choose
different ways in which the group contacts are animated. In
one example animation setting, the visible contacts on the
device’s display screen are animated by rotating about a
rotational axis when the user changes the currently selected
contact. In another example animation setting, the visible
contacts on the device’s display screen are animated by fade-
in and fade-out effects. In still another example animation
setting, the visible contacts on the device’s display screen are
animated by fly-in and fly-out effects. Other effects may also
be selected with an animation setting, including disabling the
animation effects.

FIG. 11 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence (1100) that illustrates various calling/
communication modes associated with a user’s preferred
contacts. The interaction begins at the preferred contact group
centric interface’s idle screen where the user can navigate to
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a preferred contact, and either press the “Send” key or press
the “Select” key for the currently selected preferred contact.

Selection of the “Send” key (or some other previously
assigned key) from the idle screen results in the communica-
tion device activating a pre-selected communication mode
associated with the currently selected contact. The pre-se-
lected communication mode can be pre-configured for a
default communication mode, or user configured. In one
example, the pre-selected communication mode for each con-
tactin the group of contacts can be different from one another.
In another example, the pre-selected communication mode
for each contact in the group of contacts are the same. In one
example, the pre-selected communication mode is simply to
place a telephone call to a previously designated phone num-
ber for the contact, as shown by the “Calling . . . ” dialog
screen.

As depicted in FIG. 11, a telephone call to a currently
selected contact is quickly and easily placed without requir-
ing the user to traverse through additional menu screens.
Instead, the currently selected contact (e.g., “Nate”) is
selected with a single click user selection. The single click
user selection can be effected by any means such as depress-
ing a dedicated selection key (e.g., “talk”), depressing a user
configured soft key, or any other user input device such as a
touchscreen, touchpad, joypad, joystick, etc. Since the pre-
selected communication mode (e.g., “place phone call”) is
activated with a single-click on the device, the user interface
is very simple and efficient.

Pressing the “Select” key from the idle screen results in the
communication device activating a communication options
menu for the currently selected contact. The list of contacts
can revert to the original state, for example immediately after
the call has ended or the message has been sent or after a brief
timeout (e.g., 5 seconds).

The communication options menu includes a set of choices
such as “1. Call”, “2. Send Message”, 3. Share Picture”, “4.
Send Voice Note” and “5. Activity Log”, similar to that
described for FIG. 2. The communication options menu per-
mits changing the selected contact with navigation buttons
such as left and right without returning to the idle screen, or
returning to the idle screen in response to “Back™. Selecting
“Call” from this menu places a telephone call in the manner
discussed above.

Selecting “Send Message” from the communication
options menu activates a text message interface. The user can
enter and send text messages from the messaging interface.
The preferred contact group centric interface automatically
retrieves address data associated with the currently selected
preferred contact such that selection of “OK” or “Options-
>Send” sends the message without further user interaction.

Selecting “Share Picture” from the communication options
menu activates a picture-sharing interface that includes selec-
tions such as “1. Take Picture”, “2. My Photos”, and “3.
Group Contact Icons”. Selection of “Take Picture” activates a
digital camera interface on the communication device, where
digital pictures can be captured by activating the electronic
shutter (e.g., “Capture”). Selection of “My Photos™ activates
a file manager interface on the communication device, where
digital pictures can be selected. Once again, the user interface
automatically retrieves address data associated with the cur-
rently selected preferred contact such that selection of “OK”
or “Options->Send” sends the captured or selected photo
without further user interaction.

FIG. 12 is an illustration of an example preferred contact
group centric interface interaction sequence (1200) that illus-
trates additional communication modes associated with a
preferred contact. The interaction begins at the communica-
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tion options menu, which includes a set of choices such as “1.
Call”, “2. Send Message”, “3. Share Picture”, “4. Send Voice
Note” and ““5. Activity Log”, similar to that described previ-
ously for FIG. 2.

Selecting “Send Voice Note” from the communication
options menu activates a voice note interface where a voice
message can be recorded by selecting “Record”. The user
dictates the voice message to the communication device and
presses the “Stop” key to end the recording. As may be
desired in any interface, the voice note interface is illustrated
with a “Back” key feature that permits returning to a prior
screen such as the communication options menu. Similar to
that discussed previously, the preferred contact group centric
interface automatically retrieves address data associated with
the currently selected preferred contact such that selection of
“Send” transmits the recorded voice note without further user
interaction.

Selecting “Activity Log” from the communication options
menu activates a communications activity log interface that is
associated with the selected contact. Communication activi-
ties for the selected contact are then displayed on the screen.
The activity log can include any number of activities such as,
for example, time and date of phone calls, text messages,
voice notes, pictures received, etc. The activity log interface is
illustrated with a “Back” key feature that permits returning to
a prior screen such as the communication options menu.
Additional options can also be available from the activity log
interface such as “clear history”, as well as others.

FIG. 13 is an illustration of another example user interface
interaction sequence (1300) that illustrates selection of vari-
ous communication modes associated with a preferred con-
tact. As illustrated in the figure, a preferred contact is initially
selected from the idle screen by activating the “Select” key for
the currently selected contact. The interaction activates the
communication options menu, which includes a set of choices
such as “Call”, “Messaging”, “Instant Messaging”, “Email”,
etc., similar to that described previously for FIG. 2.

An arrangement of graphical icons is used to indicate each
of'the communication modes thatis available for the currently
selected contact. The graphical icons are arranged about a
central axis relative to the display screen. The user interface in
this example is arranged such that selection of the left and
right navigation keys will result in rotationally changing the
location of each of the graphical icons relative to the central
axis. The currently selected communication mode in this
example corresponds to the graphical icon that is located in
the bottom center location of the display screen. The currently
selected graphical icon also includes a text string that is
displayed in the bottom center area of the display screen. A
selection indicator in this example is illustrated by the box
that surrounds the graphical icon and the associated text
string.

As may be desired in any interface, the “Back” key feature
can permit the user to dismiss the communication options
menu and return to a prior screen such as the idle display
screen. Similar to that discussed previously, the preferred
contact group centric interface automatically retrieves
addressing information for any of the selected communica-
tion modes such that activation of a communication mode
only requires a single click.

Although the above-described example communication
options menu is arranged in a circular or elliptical arrange-
ment that rotates about a central axis on the screen, other
arrangements are also available such as a linear list, a vertical
list, a horizontal list, a diagonal list, a circular shape, a semi-
circular shape, an elliptical shape, a triangular shape, a dia-
mond shape, a U-shape, an L-shape, a square shape, a quad-
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rilateral shape, a pentagonal shape, a hexagonal shape,
another geometric patterned shape, a two-dimensional pat-
tern, and a three-dimensional pattern.

While the above description of the communication options
menu is described with a rotation about the central axis,
graphical effects can also be used such as an animation effect,
a highlight effect, a fade-in effect, a fade-out effect, a fly-in
effect, a fly-out effect, a dissolve-in effect, a dissolve-out
effect, a spiral-in effect, a spiral-out effect, a slide-in effect,
and a slide-out effect.

The above-described example is illustrated where the bot-
tom center location of the display screen corresponds to the
currently selected communication mode. The present disclo-
sure it not so limited, and any other screen location may also
be utilized for the currently selected communication mode.
Moreover, the graphical icons can remain stationary in
another example, where a graphical indicator of the currently
selected communication mode moves about the screen. The
graphical indicator can be any desired effect such as a high-
light effect, a selection box, an inverse video effect, etc.

FIG. 14 is an illustration of a preferred contact group
centric interface interaction sequence (1400) for creationof'a
graphical icon for a preferred contact from a downloaded
picture. Interaction begins when “download picture” is acti-
vated from another menu such as from FIG. 7, or by some
other interaction such as an Internet based download. After
the picture is downloaded, a dialog screen is displayed indi-
cating the download is complete. The dialog can be dismissed
by selecting “OK” or the downloaded picture can be dis-
played by selecting “View”. Once the dialog is dismissed or
the photo is dismissed similarly with “OK”, a “Set As” menu
is displayed.

The “Set As” menu has a number of available selections
such as “1. Wallpaper”, “2. Picture ID”, and *“3. Group Con-
tact Icon”. Selection of “Wallpaper” saves the downloaded
image as background wallpaper for the communication
device. Selection of “Picture ID” saves the downloaded
image as a photographic identifier, such as might be used by
acontact manager application or perhaps stored in a file folder
for other uses.

Selection of “Group Contact Icon” saves the downloaded
image as a preferred contact icon. In some instances, the
downloaded picture is not already in appropriate format and
the image is cropped with a cropping tool similar to that
previously described for FIG. 7. In other instances, the down-
loaded picture is already cropped and formatted as a preferred
contact icon, and no further cropping and/or formatting is
required. A menu is then displayed to assign the formatted
icon to one of the contacts in the user’s preferred contact
group.

FIG. 15 is an illustration of an example user interface
interaction sequence (1500) for an incoming communication
notification associated with a contact. The interaction begins
from any appropriate screen such as an IDLE screen. When
the incoming call is detected, the display screen on the com-
munication device displays indicators for the incoming call
such as the telephone number identified by caller 1D, the
group contact name associated with the incoming call, and a
graphical identifier associated with the contact. The user can
the select “accept” or “reject” for the incoming call as illus-
trated.

FIGS. 16 A-16E are illustrations of an example web-based
user interface for configuration and management of a pre-
ferred contact group user interface. As illustrated in FIG.
16A, a user can navigate a web page to select a preferred
contacts group plan from the service provider, learn more
about the plan, or view a demonstration of the preferred
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contacts group user interface. Once the group contact plan has
been selected, a user can select management of group con-
tacts through a web page as illustrated by FIG. 16B.

Selection of “manage group contacts” can be handled by a
web-interface such as illustrated in FIG. 16C. Each contact
has a designated name and phone number that can be added to
the group as illustrated. An attempt to change a contact at a
non-permitted time can result in a notification message such
as illustrated in FIG. 16C, where group contacts can only be
changed once a month. Failure to enter a name, or a duplicate
name can result in a notification message to “please enter a
name” as illustrated in FIG. 16D. FIG. 16E illustrates another
contact management screen for managing group contacts,
where web-links are used to edit all contacts, add a new
contact, or select an existing contact for further editing.

FIGS. 17A-17C areillustrations of an example WAP-based
user interface for configuration and management of a pre-
ferred contact group user interface.

Initial configuration is illustrated in FIG. 17A, where a
manage group contacts welcome screen is initially displayed
prior to a user adding any contacts to the preferred contact
group. A WAP link is displayed for adding each of the group
contact members. A group contact member (e.g., contact slot
#1) is selected using navigation keys. Once the desired group
contact member is highlighted (e.g., see the dotted box), the
user can choose “Select” to traverse to the WAP link for
adding a group contact member. A new display screen is then
presented where the user can enter a name and telephone
number for the selected contact (e.g., contact slot #1), or
select “Cancel” Once the user chooses “Done” a confirmation
screen can be displayed to permit the user a last chance to
confirm the changes to the selected group contact member
(e.g. slot #1). The manage group contact screen displays an
update notification for the selected contact member slot until
the carrier network confirms the updated contact.

FIG. 17B illustrates an example of user management of
icons for group contacts from a WAP-based interface. A user
selects to download group contact icons from the WAP-based
interface by selecting an appropriate navigation link that can
be designated on a WAP page provided by the communica-
tions carrier. Alternatively, the user can select a WAP link to
download an icon from a WAP based “Manage Group Con-
tacts” web page. Icons can be provided for a service charge or
for free as illustrated in the figures. Once downloaded, an icon
is available for assignment to any of the preferred group
contacts as previously described.

FIG. 17C illustrates an example of user based editing of
group contact icons from a WAP-based interface. A user
selects a group contact member from a WAP-link on the
“Manage Group Contacts” WAP-based web page using a
variety of navigation and selection methods previously
described. By selecting the appropriate web-link, the user
navigates to an “Edit Group Contact” WAP-based web page.
The selected group contact slot may have already been
changed once within the prescribed period (e.g., once per
month), in which case the user will be able to change the name
associated with the contact but not the associated phone num-
ber. When the user has not changed to phone number within
the prescribed period, the user will be able to update both the
phone number and the name associated with the selected
contact. Once the user selects “Done” from the web page, the
information is updated accordingly on the carrier network as
previously described.

The above specification, examples and data provide a com-
plete description of the manufacture and use of the composi-
tion of the embodiments. Although the subject matter has
been described in language specific to structural features
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and/or methods, it is to be understood that the subject matter
defined in the appended claims is not necessarily limited to
the specific features, or specific implementations described
above. Many other configurations of computing devices,
communications features, applications, and distributed soft-
ware and/or hardware systems may be employed to imple-
ment the described dynamic user interface. The specific fea-
tures and methods described above are thus disclosed as
example forms of implementing the claims and embodi-
ments.

What is claimed is:

1. A hardware-implemented communication device, com-
prising:

a display screen;

aprocessor configured to display on the display screen a set

of graphical indicators that are associated with a user-
selected subset of a plurality of contacts records, the
subset being associated with a communications carrier
pricing with which those of the plurality of contacts
other than the subset are not associated, and that are
arranged in a plurality of positions in at least one of a
home page and an idle display page displayed on the
display screen, each position of the plurality of positions
in the at least one of the home page and the idle display
page correlating to the communications carrier pricing,
wherein the positions are arranged about a central axis;
a navigation means that is arranged to change a selected
one of the graphical indicators in response to a naviga-
tion user input; and

a selection means that is arranged to initiate a communi-

cation means associated with a contacts record with
which the selected graphical indicator is associated in
response to a selection input from a user.

2. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a contact selection user interface that is arranged to
change the subset of contacts records in response to a contact
selection user input.

3. The communication device of claim 2, wherein the con-
tact selection user interface is arranged such that for each of a
plurality of record slots of the subset, a contacts record cannot
be changed more than once during a predetermined period.

4. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a graphical indicator selection means that is arranged to
change the graphical indicators associated with the subset of
contacts records in response to a graphical selection user
input.

5. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing an options user interface that is arranged for selectively
changing an option associated with a particular one of the
subset of contacts records, wherein the option comprises at
least one of an order associated with the particular contacts
record relative to the subset, a profile associated with the
particular contacts record, and a replacement of the particular
contacts record.

6. The communication device of claim 1, wherein the com-
munication carrier pricing comprises a flat fee pricing that
includes at least one of unlimited wireless communication
with the subset of contacts records, unlimited wireless tele-
phone calls to the subset of contacts records, unlimited instant
messaging to the subset of contacts records, unlimited SMS
messaging to the subset of contacts records, unlimited picture
messaging to the subset of contacts records, unlimited multi-
media messaging to the subset of contacts records, and unlim-
ited email to the subset of contacts records.
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7. The communication device of claim 1, wherein the com-
munication carrier pricing comprises a flat fee charge for
changing which of the plurality of contacts records belong to
the subset.

8. The communication device of claim 1, wherein the
arrangement of the set of graphical indicators on the display
page is according to a pattern that comprises at least one of a
vertical list, a horizontal list, a circular shape, a semi-circular
shape, an elliptical shape, a triangular shape, a diamond
shape, a u-shape, an L-shape, a square shape, a quadrilateral
shape, a pentagonal shape, a hexagonal shape, another geo-
metric patterned shape, a two-dimensional pattern, and a
three-dimensional pattern.

9. The communication device of claim 1 wherein the
arrangement of the set of graphical indicators is about a
predetermined screen location on the display screen.

10. The communication device of claim 1 wherein the
arrangement of the set of graphical indicators is about a user
selectable screen location on the display screen.

11. The communication device of claim 1, the navigation
means comprising at least one of a keypad, a directional key,
a dynamically assigned soft key, a joypad, a joystick-style
interface, a trackball-style interface, a touch screen style
interface, and a stylus-style interface.

12. The communication device of claim 1, the selection
means comprising at least one of a keypad, a directional key,
a dynamically assigned soft key, a joypad, a joystick-style
interface, a trackball-style interface, a touch screen style
interface, and a stylus-style interface.

13. The communication device of claim 1, wherein the
communication means comprises at least one of a wireless
telephone call, an instant message, an SMS message, a picture
message, a multi-media message, a voice message, an activity
profile, and an email message.

14. The communication device of claim 13, wherein the
communication means is arranged to automatically retrieve
addressing information associated with the contacts record
with which the selected graphical indicator is associated.

15. The communication device of claim 1, wherein the
navigation means is further arranged to provide a graphical
effect when the selected one of the graphical indicators is
changed in response to the navigation input from the user,
wherein the graphical effect comprises at least one of an
animated rotation effect, a picture swap effect, a fade-in
effect, a fade-out effect, a fly-in effect a fly-out effect, a
dissolve-in effect, a dissolve-out effect, a spiral-in effect, a
spiral-out effect, a slide-in effect, and a slide-out effect.

16. The user communication device of claim 1, wherein
each graphical indicator comprises at least one of a default
graphical icon, a default picture icon, a user selected graphi-
cal icon, a user selected picture icon, a user selected photo-
graph formatted as an icon, and a downloaded picture that is
formatted as an icon.

17. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a photographic edit tool that is arranged such that a region
of a photograph is selected for cropping in response to user
input, a graphical icon is generated for the selected region of
the photograph, and the graphical icon is assigned as one of
the graphical indicators associated with the subset of contacts
records.

18. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a dynamically assigned status indicator that is associated
with a particular one of the subset of contacts records,
wherein the status indicator identifies at least one of a missed
telephone call, an email message waiting, a text message
waiting, a voice message waiting, and a picture message
waiting.
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19. The communication device of claim 18, wherein each
status indicator comprises at least one of: a graphical icon
indicator and a text string indicator.

20. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a dynamically assigned status indicator that is associated
with a particular one of the subset of contacts records,
wherein the status indicator identifies at least one of: a pres-
ence associated with the particular contacts record, an
upcoming date associated with the particular contacts record,
a mood level associated with the particular contacts record,
current location associated with the particular contacts
record, and relevant information associated with the particu-
lar contacts record.

21. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a dynamically assigned status indicator that is associated
with a particular one of the subset of contacts records,
wherein the status indicator identifies a presence associated
with the particular one of the subset of contacts records,
wherein the presence corresponds to at least one of: a user
defined presence icon, a user defined presence text string, an
away indicator, an online indicator, an available indicator, a
out to lunch indicator, an offline indicator, an unavailable
indicator, and a busy indicator.

22. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a means for hiding the arrangement of the graphical
indicators from the display page.

23. The communication device of claim 22, further com-
prising a means for unhiding the arrangement of the graphical
indicators from the display page.

24. The communication device of claim 1, further compris-
ing a means for assigning a ringtone to at least one of the
subset of contacts records.

25. A hardware-implemented communication device,
comprising:

a display screen; and

a processor configured to:

display on the display screen a set of graphical icons
assigned to respective ones of a group of user-selected
contacts records and arranged in a plurality of posi-
tions about an axis in an idle display page on the
display screen, wherein one of the graphical icons
corresponds to a currently selected contacts record
and wherein the group of user-selected contacts
records is a subset of a plurality of contacts records
stored in the communication device, wherein the sub-
set is associated with a communications pricing with
which those of the plurality of contacts other than the
subset are not associated, and wherein each position
of'the plurality of positions in the idle display page on
the display screen correlates to the communications
carrier pricing;

provide a selection function that is arranged to select one
of the group of selected contacts records in response
to at least one of: a default selection, and a navigation
function, wherein the navigation function is respon-
sive to user input to change the currently selected
contacts record by traversing through the at least a
portion of the graphical icons relative to the axis; and

activate a pre-selected communication mode in response
to a single click user input such that communication
with the currently selected contacts record is initiated.

26. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
arrangement of graphical icons on the idle display page is
according to a pattern that comprises at least one of a linear
list, a vertical list, a horizontal list, a diagonal list, a circular
shape, a semi-circular shape, an elliptical shape, a triangular
shape, a diamond shape, a U-shape, an L-shape, a square

20

25

30

40

45

50

55

60

18

shape, a quadrilateral shape, a pentagonal shape, a hexagonal
shape, another geometric patterned shape, a two-dimensional
pattern, and a thee-dimensional pattern.

27. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
axis corresponds to a central axis relative to the idle display
page, and wherein the navigation function is arranged to
change the currently selected contacts record by rotation of
the arrangement of the graphical icons around the central axis
on the idle display page.

28. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
axis corresponds to a linear axis relative to the idle display
page, and wherein the navigation function is arranged to
change the currently selected contacts record by traversing
though the arranged graphical icons along the linear axis on
the idle display page.

29. A hardware-implemented communication device,
comprising:

a display screen; and

a processor configured to:

display on the display screen a set of graphical icons
assigned to respective ones of a group of user-selected
contacts records and arranged in a plurality of posi-
tions about an axis in an idle display page on the
display screen, wherein one of the graphical icons
corresponds to a currently selected contacts record
and wherein the group of user-selected contacts
records is a subset of a plurality of contacts records
stored in the communication device, wherein the sub-
set is associated with a communications pricing with
which those of the plurality of contacts other than the
subset are not associated, and wherein each position
of'the plurality of positions in the idle display page on
the display screen correlates to the communications
carrier pricing;

provide a selection function that is arranged to select one
of the group of selected contacts records in response
to at least one of’ a default selection, and a navigation
function, wherein the navigation function is respon-
sive to user input to change the currently selected
contacts record by traversing through the at least a
portion of the graphical icons relative to the axis;

activate a pre-selected communication mode that is acti-
vated in response to a single click user input such that
communication with the currently selected contacts
record is initiated; and

provide an options menu that is arranged to change an
option associated with a particular one of the contacts
records, wherein the options menu comprises a
graphical display of selection choices for changing a
profile of the currently selected contacts record,
replacing a currently selected contacts record, and
changing an order of the currently selected contacts
record and of its assigned graphical icon relative to,
respectively, the group of selected contacts records
and their assigned graphical icons.

30. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a means for assigning a ringtone to at least one of the
contacts records.

31. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a means for displaying an activity log associated with
the currently selected contacts record.

32. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned stabs indicator that is associ-
ated with a particular one of the contacts records, wherein the
stabs indicator identifies at least one of a missed telephone
call, an email message waiting, a text message waiting, a
voice message waiting, and a picture message waiting.
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33. The communication device of claim 32, wherein each
status indicator comprises at least one of a graphical icon
indicator and a text string indicator.

34. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned stabs indicator that is associ-
ated with a particular one of the contacts records, wherein the
status indicator identifies at least one of: a presence associ-
ated with the particular contacts record, an upcoming date
associated with the particular contacts record, a mood level
associated with the particular contacts record, current loca-
tion associated with the particular contacts record, and rel-
evant information associated with the particular contacts
record.

35. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned status indicator that is asso-
ciated with a particular one of the contacts records, wherein
the stabs indicator identifies a presence associated with the
particular one of the contacts records, wherein the presence
corresponds to at least one of: a user defined presence icon, a
user defined presence text string, an away indicator, an online
indicator, an available indicator, an out-to-lunch indicator, an
offline indicator, an unavailable indicator, and a busy indica-
tor.

36. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a means for hiding the arrangement of the graphical
icons from the display page.

37. The communication device of claim 36, further com-
prising a means for unhiding the arrangement of the graphical
icons from the display page.

38. The communication device of claim 25, further com-
prising a means for user selection of the pre-selected commu-
nication mode such that the pre-selected communication
mode can be changed by the user.

39. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
selection function is responsive to user input to indicate the
currently selected contacts record by a graphical effect,
wherein the graphical effect comprises at least one of an
animation effect, a highlight effect, a fade-in effect, a fade-out
effect, a fly-in effect, a fly-out effect, a dissolve-in effect, a
dissolve-out effect, a spiral-in effect, a spiral-out effect, a
slide-in effect and a slide-out effect.

40. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
selection function is responsive to user input to traverse
through the arrangement of the graphical icons relative to the
axis by moving a graphical selector associated with the cur-
rently selected contacts record from a current location on the
display screen to a new location on the display screen asso-
ciated with a graphical icon, wherein the path between the
current location and the new location corresponds to one of a
liner direction, a non-linear direction, and an arced direction,
and wherein the graphical selector is arranged to provide a
visual indication of the currently selected contacts record.

41. The communication device of claim 25, wherein the
selection function is responsive to user input to traverse
through the arrangement of the graphical icons relative to the
axis by moving a graphical icon associated with a non-se-
lected contacts record to a location on the display screen
associated with a currently selected contacts record, wherein
the direction between the current location and the new loca-
tion corresponds to one of linear direction, a non-linear direc-
tion, and an arced direction.

42. A hardware-implemented communication device,
comprising:

a display screen: and

a processor configured to:

display on the display screen a set of graphical icons
assigned to respective ones of a group of user-selected
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contacts records and arranged in a plurality of posi-
tions about an axis in an idle display page on the
display screen, wherein one of the graphical icons
corresponds to a currently selected contacts record
and wherein the group of user-selected contacts
records is a subset of a plurality of contacts records
stored in the communication device, wherein the sub-
set is associated with a communications pricing with
which those of the plurality of contacts other than the
subset are not associated, and wherein each position
of'the plurality of positions in the idle display page on
the display screen correlates to the communications
carrier pricing;

provide a selection function that is arranged to select one
of the group of selected contacts records in response
to at least one of’ a default selection, and a navigation
function, wherein the navigation function is respon-
sive to user input to change the currently selected
contacts record by traversing through the at least a
portion of the graphical icons relative to the axis; and

selectively activate a communication options menu by a
single-click user input from the idle display page,
wherein the communication options menu includes
an arrangement of available communication modes
associated with the currently-selected contacts
record.

43. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a second navigation function that is responsive to user
input such that the currently selected contacts record is
changed in response to the second navigation function while
the communication options menu is displayed on the display
screen.

44. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a second selection function that is arranged to selec-
tively activate a selected communication mode from one of
the available communication modes in response to a single
click, wherein the selected communication mode is deter-
mined by at least one of: a default communication mode, and
a second navigation function that is responsive to user input
such that the currently selected communication mode is
changed in response to the second navigation function while
the communication options menu is displayed on the display
screen.

45. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a communication method that is selected from the
communication options menu in response to a single-click
user initiated selection, wherein addressing associated with
the selected communication method is automatically deter-
mined without further user interaction.

46. The communication device of claim 42, the communi-
cation options menu comprising a second arrangement of
graphical icons about a second axis relative to the display
screen, wherein the second arrangement of graphical icons
comprises at least a portion of a set of graphical icons indica-
tive of available communication modes, and wherein one of
the graphical icons indicative of available communication
modes corresponds to a currently selected communication
mode.

47. The communication device of claim 46, wherein the
currently selected communication mode is changed in
response to a further navigation function when the commu-
nication options menu is active such that the currently
selected communication mode is changed by rotating through
the at least the portion of the set of graphical icons indicative
of available communication modes relative to the axis.

48. The communication device of claim 47, wherein the
further navigation function is responsive to user input to
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indicate the currently selected communication mode by a
graphical effect, wherein the graphical effect comprises at
least one of an animation effect, a highlight effect, a fade-in
effect, a fade-out effect, a fly-in effect, a fly-out effect, a
dissolve-in effect, a dissolve-out effect, a spiral-in effect, a
spiral-out effect, a slide-in effect, and a slide-out effect.

49. The communication device of claim 47, wherein the
further navigation function is responsive to user input to
traverse through the at least a portion of the set of graphical
icons indicative of available communication modes relative
to the axis by moving a graphical selector associated with the
currently selected communication mode from a current loca-
tion on the display screen to a new location on the display
screen associated with a particular graphical icon, wherein
the path between the current location and the new location
corresponds to one of a linear direction, a non-linear direc-
tion, and an arced direction, and wherein the graphical selec-
tor is arranged to provide a visual indication of the currently
selected communication mode.

50. The communication device of claim 47, wherein the
further navigation function is responsive to user input to
traverse through the at least a portion of the set of graphical
icons indicative of available communication modes relative
to the axis by moving a particular graphical icon associated
with a non-selected communication mode to a location on the
display screen associated wit a currently selected communi-
cation mode, wherein the direction between the current loca-
tion and the new location corresponds to one of a linear
direction, a non-linear direction, and an arced direction.

51. The communication device of claim 42, wherein the
communication mode corresponds to at least one of a tele-
phone call, a text based instant message, an SMS message, a
picture message, a multi-media message, a voice message,
and an email message.

52. The communication device of claim 42, wherein the
arrangement of graphical icons on the idle display page are
arranged according to a pattern that comprises at least one of
a linear list, a vertical list a horizontal list, a diagonal list a
circular shape, a semi-circular shape, an elliptical shape, a
triangular shape, a diamond shape, a U-shape, an L-shape, a
square shape, a quadrilateral shape, a pentagonal shape, a
hexagonal shape, another geometric patterned shape, a two-
dimensional pattern, and a three-dimensional pattern.

53. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising an options menu that is arranged to change an option
associated with a particular contacts record from the group of
selected contacts records, wherein the options menu com-
prises a graphical display of selection choices for changing a
profile of the currently selected contacts record, replacing a
currently selected contacts record, and changing an order
associated with the currently selected contacts record relative
to the group of selected contacts records.

54. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a means for assigning a ringtone to at least one of the
contacts records from the group of selected contacts records.

55. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a means for displaying an activity log associated with
the currently selected contacts record.

56. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned status indicator that is asso-
ciated with a particular one of the contacts records from the
group, wherein the status indicator identifies at least one of: a
missed telephone call, an email message waiting, a text mes-
sage waiting, a voice message waiting, and a picture message
waiting.
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57. The communication device, of claim 56, wherein each
status indicator comprises at least one of: a graphical icon
indicator and a text string indicator.

58. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned status indicator that is asso-
ciated with a particular one of the contacts records from the
group, wherein the status indicator identifies at least one of: a
presence associated with the particular contacts record, an
upcoming date associated with the particular contacts record,
a mood level associated with the particular contacts record,
current location associated with the particular contacts
record, and relevant information associated with the particu-
lar contacts record.

59. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a dynamically assigned status indicator that is asso-
ciated with a particular one of the contacts records from the
group, wherein the status indicator identifies a presence asso-
ciated with the particular one of the contacts records, wherein
the presence corresponds to at least one of: a user defined
presence icon, a user defined presence text string, an away
indicator, an online indicator, an available indicator, an out to
lunch indicator, an offline indicator, an unavailable indicator,
and a busy indicator.

60. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a means for hiding the arrangement of the graphical
indicators from the display page.

61. The communication device of claim 60, further com-
prising a means for unhiding the arrangement of the graphical
indicators from the display page.

62. The communication device of claim 42, further com-
prising a pre-selected communication mode that is activated
in response to a single click user input such that communica-
tion with the currently selected contacts record is initiated
from the idle display page.

63. The communication device of claim 62, further com-
prising a means for user selection of the pre-selected commu-
nication mode such that the pre-selected communication
mode can be changed by the user.

64. A hardware-implemented communication device,
comprising:

a display screen; and

aprocessor configured to display on the display screena set
of graphical indicators that are associated with a user-
selected subset of a plurality of contacts records, the
subset being associated with a communications carrier
pricing with which those of the plurality of contacts
other than the subset are not associated, and that are
arranged in a plurality of positions in at least one of a
home page and an idle display page displayed on the
display screen, each position of the plurality of positions
in the at least one of the home page and the idle display
page correlating to the communications carrier pricing,
wherein the positions are arranged about a central axis;

a navigation means that is arranged to change a selected
one of the graphical indicators in response to a naviga-
tion user input; and

a selection means that is arranged to initiate a communi-
cation means associated with a contacts record with
which the selected graphical indicator is associated in
response to a selection input from a user;

wherein:

a maximum number of the plurality of contacts records
associable with the communications carrier pricing is set
by a communications carrier that provides the pricing;

the processor is configured so that the set of graphical
indicators includes no more than the maximum number;
and
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designation of contacts records of the plurality of contacts
records as belonging to the subset is user-selectable.
65. A hardware-implemented communication device,
comprising:
a display screen;
aprocessor configured to display on the display screen a set
of graphical indicators that are associated with a user-
selected subset of a plurality of contacts records, the
subset being associated with a communications carrier
pricing with which those of the plurality of contacts
other than the subset are not associated, and that are
arranged in a plurality of positions in at least one of a
home page and an idle display page displayed on the
display screen, each position of the plurality of positions
in the at least one of the home page and the idle display
page correlating to the communications carrier pricing,
wherein the positions are arranged about a central axis;
a navigation means that is arranged to change a selected
one of the graphical indicators in response to a naviga-
tion user input; and
a selection means that is arranged to initiate a communi-
cation means associated with a contacts record with
which the selected graphical indicator is associated in
response to a selection input from a user;
wherein:
one ofthe subset of contacts records is pre-selectable by the
user as a primary contacts record;
the graphical indicator associated with the primary con-
tacts record is set as the selected indicator upon the
responsive display of the display page prior to any navi-
gation input; and
the selection input includes a single click.
66. A method for providing a user interface of a commu-
nication device, comprising:
storing a plurality of contacts records associated with
respective communications carrier pricings;
displaying on a display screen of the communication
device at least one of a home page and an idle display
page, the at least one of the home page and the idle
display page including a set of graphical indicators that
are associated with a user-selected subset of the plurality
of contacts records, the subset being associated with a
same communications carrier pricing with which those
of the plurality of contacts other than the subset are not
associated, the set of graphical indicators being arranged
in a plurality of positions in the at least one of the home
page and the idle display page, each position in the
plurality of positions correlating to the communications
carrier pricing, wherein the positions are arranged about
a central axis;
changing a selected one of the graphical indicators in
response to a navigation user input; and
initiating a communication means associated with a con-
tacts record with which the selected graphical indicator
is associated in response to a selection input from a user.
67. The method of claim 66, wherein the positions are
arranged in a circular pattern around the central axis.
68. The method of claim 67, wherein, in response to the
navigation user input:
the set of graphical indicators are rotated so that the
selected graphical indicator is always displayed in a
predetermined one of the plurality of positions; and
the graphical indicator which has become the selected
graphical indicator is enlarged.
69. A method for providing a user interface of a commu-
nication device, comprising:
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storing a plurality of contacts records;

displaying on a display screen of the communication
device an idle display page including a set of graphical
icons assigned to respective ones of a user-selected sub-
set of the plurality of contacts records, the set of graphi-
calicons being arranged in a plurality of positions about
an axis of the idle display page, wherein one of the
graphical icons corresponds to a currently selected con-
tacts record and wherein the group of user-selected con-
tacts records is a subset of a plurality of contacts records
stored in the communication device, wherein the subset
is associated with a communications pricing with which
those of the plurality of contacts other than the subset are
not associated, and wherein each position of the plurality
of positions in the idle display page on the display screen
correlates to the communications carrier pricing;

selecting one of the subset of contacts records in response
to at least one of: a default selection and a navigation
function, wherein the navigation function is responsive
to user input to change the currently selected contacts
record by traversing through the graphical icons relative
to the axis; and

initiating communication with the currently selected con-
tacts record in response to a single click user input.

70. A method for providing a user interface of a commu-

nication device, comprising:

storing a plurality of contacts records;

displaying on a display screen of the communication
device an idle display page including a set of graphical
icons assigned to respective ones of a user-selected sub-
set of the plurality of contacts records, the set of graphi-
calicons being arranged in a plurality of positions about
an axis of the idle display page, wherein one of the
graphical icons corresponds to a currently selected con-
tacts record and wherein the group of user-selected con-
tacts records is a subset of a plurality of contacts records
stored in the communication device, wherein the subset
is associated with a communications pricing with which
those of the plurality of contacts other than the subset are
not associated, and wherein each position of the plurality
of positions in the idle display page on the display screen
correlates to the communications carrier pricing;

selecting one of the subset of contacts records in response
to at least one of: a default selection and a navigation
function, wherein the navigation function is responsive
to user input to change the currently selected contacts
record by traversing through the graphical icons relative
to the axis; and

selectively activating a communication options menu in
response to a single click user input from the idle display
page, wherein the communication options menu
includes an arrangement of available communication
modes associated with the currently-selected contacts
record.

71. A method for controlling a user interface of a commu-

nication device, comprising:

storing a plurality of records that each includes a respective
contact information;

initially associating each of the plurality of records with a
first communications carrier pricing of a customer
account;

responsive to user-selection of a subset of the plurality of
records for association with a second communications
carrier pricing of the customer account, associating up to
a system-set predetermined maximum number of the
selected records with the second communications car-
rier pricing;
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displaying on a display screen of the communication responsive to user input requesting a change to the asso-
device at least one of a home page screen and an idle ciation of records with the second communications car-
screen, each of the atleast one of'a home page screen and rier pricing, executing the change conditional upon that
an idle screen including an arrangement of graphical the association has not been previously changed within a
indicators associated with the user-selected subset of the 5 predetermined period.

plurality of records, at least a portion of the graphical
indicators occupying positions that are arranged about a
central axis, each of the positions correlated to the sec-
ond communications carrier pricing; and L
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