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over a predetermined time period
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predetermined time period
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comrelation coefficients for all offset and interval pairs and |

generate a contour plot using Pearson’s correlation
coefficients

Select offset and interval pair with a desired

Pearson’s correlation coefficient

Plot scattering coefficients corresponding to the selected
offset and interval pair for each averaged OCT scan over

Use chosen offset and interval pair and corresponding
scattering coefficients to calibrate OCT -based monitor
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METHOD FOR DATA REDUCTION AND
CALIBRATION OF AN OC'I-BASED
PHYSIOLOGICAL MONITOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation of U.S. application Ser.
No. 13/668,013, filed Nov. 2, 2012, which 1s a continuation

of U.S. application Ser. No. 12/888,318, filed Sep. 22, 2010,
now U.S. Pat. No. 8,306,596, which 1s a continuation of U.S.
application Ser. No. 11/403,6335 filed on Apr. 13, 2006, now
U.S. Pat. No. 7,822,452, which claims the benefit under 35
U.S.C. §119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application Ser. Nos.
60/671,007, filed Apr. 13, 2005, and 60/671,283, filed Apr.
14, 2003, and which 1s a continuation-in-part of U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 10/916,236, filed on Aug. 11, 2004, now U.S.
Pat. No. 7,254,429, each of which i1s incorporated herein by
reference 1n 1ts entirety.

FIELD OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure relates to a method for estimating
blood glucose levels using a noninvasive optical coherence
tomography (OCT) based blood glucose monaitor.

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE

Monitoring of blood glucose (1.e., blood sugar) levels has
long been critical to the treatment of diabetes in humans.
Current blood glucose monitors involve a chemical reaction
between blood serum and a test strip, requiring an invasive
extraction of blood via a lancet or pinprick to the finger.
Small handheld monitors have been developed to enable a
patient to perform this procedure anywhere, at any time. The
inconvenience associated with this procedure—specifically,
the blood extraction and the need for test strips—has led to
a low level of compliance by diabetic patients. Such low
compliance can lead to diabetic complications. Thus, a
non-invasive method for monitoring blood glucose 1s
needed.

Studies have shown that optical methods can be used to
detect small changes in light scattering from biological
tissue related to changes 1n levels of blood sugar. Although
highly complex, a first order approximation of the relation-
ship of the intensity of monochromatic light reflected by
biological tissue can be described by the following simpli-
fied equation:

Ip=Ipexp[- (1 +1)L],

where I 1s the intensity of light reflected from the skin, I,
1s the intensity of the light illuminating the skin, p, 1s the
absorption coeflicient of the skin at the specific wavelength
of the light, p_ 1s the scattering coeflicient of the skin at the
specific wavelength of the light, and L 1s the total path
traversed by the light. From this relationship it can be seen
that the intensity of the light reflected from the skin decays
exponentially as either the absorption or the scattering by the
tissue 1ncreases.

It 1s well established that there 1s a difference 1n the index
of refraction between blood serum/interstitial fluad (IF) and

cell membranes (such as, membranes of blood cells and skin
cells). (See, R. C. Weast, ed., CRC Handbook of Chemistry

and Physics, 70th ed. (CRC Cleveland, Ohio 1989.)) This
difference can produce characteristic scattering of transmit-
ted light. Glucose, 1n 1ts varying forms, 1s a major constitu-
ent of blood and IF. The vanation 1n glucose levels 1n either
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2

blood or IF changes its refractive index and thus, the
characteristic scattering from blood-perfused tissue. In the

near-infrared (NIR) wavelength range (i1.e., wherein the
center wavelength of the optical source 1s about 770 nm to
about 1400 nm), blood glucose changes the scattering coet-
ficient of the light, p1, more than it changes the absorption
coeflicient of the light, 1 . Thus, the optical scattering of the
blood/IF and cell combination varies as the blood glucose
level changes. Accordingly, there 1s the potential for non-
invasive measurement of blood glucose levels.

Non-1nvasive optical techniques being explored for blood
glucose applications include polarimetry, Raman spectros-
copy, near-inirared absorption, scattering spectroscopy, pho-
toacoustics, and optoacoustics. Despite significant efforts,
these techniques have shortcomings, such as low sensitivity,
low accuracy (less than that of current invasive home
monitors), and msuthicient specificity of glucose level mea-
surement within the relevant physiological range of about 4
mM/L to about 30 mM/L or about 72 to about 540 (mg/dL).
Accordingly, there 1s a need for a method to conveniently,
accurately, and non-invasively monitor glucose levels 1n
blood.

Optical coherence tomography, or OCT, 1s an optical
imaging technique that uses light waves to produce high-
resolution 1magery of biological tissue. OCT produces
images by interferometrically scanning, in depth, a linear
succession of spots and measuring absorption and/or scat-
tering at different depths at each successive spot. The data
then 1s processed to present an 1mage of the linear cross
section. Although it has been proposed that OCT might be
useful 1n measuring blood glucose, a difhiculty associated
with this technique 1s identifying which portion(s) of a
patient’s OCT signal closely correlate(s) with a patient’s
blood glucose level and then calibrating a change of the
identified OCT signal portion(s) to a change 1n the patient’s
blood glucose level, so that the changes 1n a patient’s OCT
signal may be used to predict changes 1n the patient’s blood
glucose level. However, a method now has been found that
maximizes the correlation between the OCT signal from a
patient’s skin and the patient’s blood glucose levels, thereby
providing a means for calibrating a device, such as an
OC'T-based blood glucose monitor, for non-invasive, accu-
rate and sensitive prediction of the patient’s blood glucose
level. The present disclosure 1s directed to this method and
other related unmet needs.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

The present disclosure provides a noninvasive method of
determining estimated blood glucose levels 1n a biological
tissue of a subject using an optical coherence tomography-
based blood glucose monitor comprising a sensor and at
least one algorithm, the method comprising the steps: (a)
selecting a wavelength of light for which p_, an absorption
coellicient of the biological tissue, 1s small relative to n, a
scattering etlicient of the tissue for the selected wavelength
of light; (b) continuously scanning a two-dimensional sur-
face area of the biological tissue and interferometrically
scanning the two-dimensional surface area of the biological
tissue 1n a depth dimension with the light during a time
period; (c¢) averaging the data obtained by interferometri-
cally scanning the two-dimensional surface area of the
biological tissue in a depth dimension with the light to
generate a multitude of optical coherence tomography scan
data lines in the time period, wherein the x-axis of each
optical coherence tomography scan data line 1s depth and the
y-axis of each optical coherence tomography scan data lines
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1s 1ntensity; (d) calibrating the optical coherence tomogra-
phy-based sensor against at least two invasively obtained
blood glucose measurements taken during the time period;
and (e) allowing the calibrated optical coherence tomogra-
phy-based sensor and the at least one algorithm to determine
an estimated blood glucose level 1n the biological tissue. In
one embodiment, the wavelength of light in step (a) of the
method 1s within the range of about 770 nm to about 1400
nm. In another embodiment, calibrating step (c¢) of the
method further comprising the steps (1) generating a cali-
bration set of estimated blood glucose values; and (11)
applying the calibration set to calibrate the optical coherence
tomography-based blood glucose monitor. In another
embodiment, in step (¢) of the method, the optical coherence
tomography-based blood glucose monitor 1s calibrated by a
programmable computer. In another embodiment, substep
(1) of calibrating step (c¢) of the method further comprises the
steps: (a) selecting at least two invasively obtained blood
glucose measurements obtained over a time period, wherein
the at least two measurements are spaced apart by a con-
centration value of at least about 40 mg/dL; (b) selecting two
optical coherence tomography scan data lines, each scan
data line having been obtained on or about the time period;
(¢) computing intensity differences between the two selected
optical coherence tomography scan data lines by subtracting
a first baseline scan data line (n) from a second, subsequent
optical coherence tomography scan data line (n+1) at every
point along the two selected optical coherence tomography
scan data lines to generate an intensity difference plot; and
(d) using the intensity difference plot to determine a multi-
tude of offsets and a multitude of intervals to construct a
glucose vector grid comprising a multitude of offset, interval
pairs. In another embodiment, the glucose vector grid 1n step
(d) of the method further comprises a percentage change
value corresponding to each oflset, interval pair. In another
embodiment, wherein the method to obtain the percentage
change value for each offset, interval pair comprises the
steps: (1) calculating a first slope value for a line segment
from the first baseline scan data line and a second slope
value for a line segment from the second, subsequent optical
coherence tomography scan data line for each potential
offset and interval pair; and (11) calculating the difference
between the first slope value and the second slope value for
cach potential ofiset and interval pair to obtain a percentage
change value for each potential oflset and interval pair.

In another embodiment, the method further comprises the
steps: (e) determining a scattering coeflicient proportional to
a slope of each optical coherence tomography scan data line
for each potential oflset, interval pair; (1) creating a calibra-
tion curve correlating scattering coeflicients and blood glu-
cose values by performing a regression analysis, wherein
cach x-value comprises a scattering coeflicient correspond-
ing to the scattering coeflicient of an invasively obtained
blood glucose measurement and each y-value comprises the
blood glucose value measured from each 1nvasively
obtained blood glucose measurement; (g) calculating a set of
estimated blood glucose values from the scattering coetli-
cients for each potential offset, interval pair; (h) refining the
set of estimated blood glucose values; (1) averaging the sets
of estimated blood glucose values for each point 1n time to
generate the calibration set; and () applying the calibrated
sensor comprising the calibration set and selected oflset,
interval pairs to all subsequent optical coherence tomogra-
phy scans. In another embodiment, step (d) of the method
further comprises the steps (1) 1identifying at least one data
point 1n the intensity difference plot where intensity 1s 0, at
least one data point having a maximum intensity surround-
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4

ing the at least one data point where intensity 1s O, and at
least one data point having a minimum intensity surrounding
the at least one data point where intensity 1s 0; and (11)
identifying a potential offset range, wherein a first boundary
of the potential offset range 1s the at least one data point
having a maximum 1intensity surrounding the at least one
data point where intensity 1s 0 and a second boundary of the
potential offset range 1s the at least one data point having a
minimum intensity surrounding the at least one data point
where 1ntensity 1s 0. In another embodiment, wherein the
time period includes a blood glucose altering event. In
another embodiment, the blood glucose altering event 1is
administering insulin. In another embodiment, the blood
glucose altering event 1s eating a meal. In another embodi-
ment, the blood glucose altering event 1s drinking a beverage
containing sugar.

In another embodiment, refining step (h) of the method
further comprises the step applying at least one statistical
filter. In another embodiment, the statistical filter refines a
set of average estimated blood glucose values from each
potential offset, interval pair by 1gnoring sets of estimated
blood glucose values that are outside one standard deviation
of the set of average estimated blood glucose values at any
point 1n time. In another embodiment, the statistical filter
refines a set of median estimated blood glucose values by
ignoring sets of estimated blood glucose values that are
outside one standard deviation of the set of median esti-
mated blood glucose values at any point in time. In another
embodiment, prior to generating the calibration set of esti-
mated blood glucose values, the at least one statistical filter
climinates negative estimated blood glucose values. In
another embodiment, prior to generating the calibration set
of estimated blood glucose values, the at least one statistical
filter eliminates estimated blood glucose values of less than
about 10 mg/dL. In another embodiment, prior to generating
the calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at
least one statistical filter eliminates high estimated blood
glucose values. In another embodiment, prior to generating
the calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at
least one statistical filter operates in accordance with equa-
tion (1). In another embodiment, prior to generating a
calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at least
one statistical filter operates 1n accordance with equation (2).

In another embodiment, the method further comprising
the steps (e) enhancing at least one discontinuity in each
selected optical coherence tomography scan data line; and
(1) using the at least one discontinuity to generate the
potential offsets of the multitude of oflset, interval pairs. In
another embodiment, step (e) of the method further com-
prising the step: generating a second derivative plot of the
optical coherence tomography scan data line. In another
embodiment, the method further comprises the step of
identifying potential ofisets by using the at least one dis-
continuity. In another embodiment, the at least one discon-
tinuity indicates potential offsets that correlate closely to
locations of a tissue interface transition. In another embodi-
ment, the tissue interface transition 1s a blood vessel. In
another embodiment, the discontinuity corresponds to
changes 1n blood glucose levels.

In another embodiment, calibration step (c) of the method
further comprises the steps: (1) using a Pearson’s plot to
calibrate the optical coherence tomography-based sensor
against at least two 1nvasively obtained blood glucose mea-
surements taken during the time period; and (i11) using
Pearson’s correlation to maximize the correlation between
data received from the optical coherence tomography-based
glucose monitor and the nvasively obtained glucose mea-
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surements. In another embodiment, the Pearson’s plot 1n
step (1) requires at least seven blood glucose measurements
invasively obtained over the time period.

The present disclosure further provides a noninvasive
method of providing an estimated blood glucose level to a
subject 1n need thereol, the method comprising the steps of:
(a) 1dentifying a subject in need thereot; (b) calibrating an
optical coherence tomography blood glucose monitor com-
prising a sensor and at least one algorithm against at least
two 1nvasively obtained blood glucose measurements taken
during a time period; (¢) identifying a biological tissue of the
subject to be scanned by the calibrated optical coherence
tomography blood glucose monitor; (d) continuously scan-
ning a two-dimensional surface area of the biological tissue
and interferometrically scanning the two-dimensional sur-
face area of the biological tissue 1n a depth dimension with
the light during the time period; (e) averaging the data
obtained by interferometrically scanning the two-dimen-
sional surface area of the biological tissue 1n a depth
dimension with the light to generate a multitude of optical
coherence tomography scan data lines in the time period,
wherein the x-axis of each optical coherence tomography
scan data line 1s depth and the y-axis of each optical
coherence tomography scan data lines 1s intensity; and (1)
allowing the at least one algorithm to determining the
estimated blood glucose level 1n the biological tissue from
the multitude of optical coherence tomography scan data
lines. In one embodiment, calibrating step (b) of the method
turther comprises the steps (1) generating a calibration set of
estimated blood glucose values; and (11) applying the cali-
bration set to calibrate the optical coherence tomography-
based blood glucose monitor. In another embodiment, in
step (b) of the method, the optical coherence tomography-
based blood glucose monitor 1s calibrated by a program-
mable computer. In another embodiment, In another
embodiment, substep (1) of calibrating step (c) of the method
further comprises the steps: (a) selecting at least two 1nva-
sively obtained blood glucose measurements obtained over
a time period, wherein the at least two measurements are
spaced apart by a concentration value of at least about 40
mg/dL; (b) selecting two optical coherence tomography scan
data lines, each scan data line having been obtained on or
about the time period; (¢) computing intensity differences
between the two selected optical coherence tomography
scan data lines by subtracting a first baseline scan data line
(n) from a second, subsequent optical coherence tomogra-
phy scan data line (n+1) at every point along the two
selected optical coherence tomography scan data lines to
generate an 1ntensity difference plot; and (d) using the
intensity difference plot to determine a multitude of oflsets
and a multitude of intervals to construct a glucose vector
orid comprising a multitude of oflset, interval pairs. In
another embodiment, the glucose vector grid 1n step (d) of
the method further comprises a percentage change value
corresponding to each ofiset, interval pair. In another
embodiment, wherein the method to obtain the percentage
change value for each offset, interval pair comprises the
steps: (1) calculating a first slope value for a line segment
from the first baseline scan data line and a second slope
value for a line segment from the second, subsequent optical
coherence tomography scan data line for each potential
offset and interval pair; and (11) calculating the diflerence
between the first slope value and the second slope value for
each potential offset and interval pair to obtain a percentage
change value for each potential offset and interval pair.

In another embodiment, the method further comprises the
steps: (e) determining a scattering coeflicient proportional to
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a slope of each optical coherence tomography scan data line
for each potential offset, interval pair; (1) creating a calibra-
tion curve correlating scattering coeflicients and blood glu-
cose values by performing a regression analysis, wherein
cach x-value comprises a scattering coeflicient correspond-
ing to the scattering coeflicient of an invasively obtained
blood glucose measurement and each y-value comprises the
blood glucose value measured from each i1nvasively
obtained blood glucose measurement; (g) calculating a set of
estimated blood glucose values from the scattering coetl-
cients for each potential oflset, interval pair; (h) refining the
set of estimated blood glucose values; (1) averaging the sets
of estimated blood glucose values for each point 1in time to
generate the calibration set; and (j) applying the calibrated
sensor comprising the calibration set and selected oflset,
interval pairs to all subsequent optical coherence tomogra-
phy scans. In another embodiment, step (d) of the method
further comprises the steps (1) identifying at least one data
point 1n the intensity difference plot where intensity 1s 0, at
least one data point having a maximum intensity surround-
ing the at least one data point where intensity 1s 0, and at
least one data point having a minimum 1ntensity surrounding
the at least one data point where intensity 1s O; and (11)
identifying a potential oflset range, wherein a first boundary
of the potential offset range 1s the at least one data point
having a maximum intensity surrounding the at least one
data point where 1ntensity 1s 0 and a second boundary of the
potential oflset range 1s the at least one data point having a
minimum intensity surrounding the at least one data point
where 1ntensity 1s 0. In another embodiment, wherein the
time period includes a blood glucose altering event. In
another embodiment, the blood glucose altering event 1s
administering insulin. In another embodiment, the blood
glucose altering event 1s eating a meal. In another embodi-
ment, the blood glucose altering event 1s drinking a beverage
containing sugar.

In another embodiment, refining step (h) of the method
further comprises the step applying at least one statistical
filter. In another embodiment, the statistical filter refines a
set of average estimated blood glucose values from each
potential oflset, interval pair by 1gnoring sets of estimated
blood glucose values that are outside one standard deviation
of the set of average estimated blood glucose values at any
point 1n time. In another embodiment, the statistical filter
refines a set of median estimated blood glucose values by
ignoring sets of estimated blood glucose values that are
outside one standard deviation of the set of median esti-
mated blood glucose values at any point 1n time. In another
embodiment, prior to generating the calibration set of esti-
mated blood glucose values, the at least one statistical filter
climinates negative estimated blood glucose values. In
another embodiment, prior to generating the calibration set
of estimated blood glucose values, the at least one statistical
filter eliminates estimated blood glucose values of less than
about 10 mg/dL. In another embodiment, prior to generating
the calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at
least one statistical filter eliminates high estimated blood
glucose values. In another embodiment, prior to generating
the calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at
least one statistical filter operates in accordance with equa-
tion (1). In another embodiment, prior to generating a
calibration set of estimated blood glucose values, the at least
one statistical filter operates 1n accordance with equation (2).

In another embodiment, the method further comprising
the steps (e) enhancing at least one discontinuity in each
selected optical coherence tomography scan data line; and
(1) using the at least one discontinuity to generate the
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potential oflsets of the multitude of offset, interval pairs. In
another embodiment, step (e) of the method further com-
prising the step: generating a second derivative plot of the
optical coherence tomography scan data line. In another

embodiment, the method further comprises the step of >

identifying potential ofsets by using the at least one dis-
continuity. In another embodiment, the at least one discon-
tinuity indicates potential offsets that correlate closely to
locations of a tissue interface transition. In another embodi-
ment, the tissue interface transition 1s a blood vessel. In
another embodiment, the discontinuity corresponds to
changes in blood glucose levels.

In another embodiment, calibration step (c) of the method
further comprises the steps: (1) using a Pearson’s plot to
calibrate the optical coherence tomography-based sensor
against at least two 1nvasively obtained blood glucose mea-
surements taken during the time period; and (i1) using
Pearson’s correlation to maximize the correlation between
data received from the optical coherence tomography-based
glucose monitor and the invasively obtained glucose mea-
surements. In another embodiment, the Pearson’s plot in
step (1) requires at least seven blood glucose measurements
invasively obtained over the time period.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present disclosure will be more readily understood
from the detailed description of the embodiments presented
below considered 1n conjunction with the figures herein, of
which:

FIG. 1 1s a graphical illustration of a typical scattering
cross-section from a patch of human skin measured using an
OC'T-based blood glucose monitor;

FIG. 2 1llustrates how an ofiset and an interval are defined,
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 3A and 3B 1llustrates a process flow of a method for
calibrating an OCT-based blood glucose monitor, according
to embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4. shows an example of an intensity difference plot,
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 shows an example of a glucose vector grid,
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 6 A and 6B 1llustrate process tlows of a method for
calibrating an OC'T-based blood glucose monitor, according
to embodiments of the present disclosure;

FIGS. 7A and 7B are graphical illustrations in which
scattering discontinuities are identified, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 8 1s contour plot illustrating Pearson’s correlation
coellicients calculated for multiple pairs of oflsets and
intervals, according to an embodiment of the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 9 1s a graphical illustration of estimated blood
glucose levels with a high correlation between an OCT
signal and measured blood glucose levels, according to an
embodiment of the present disclosure, and

FIG. 10 1s a graphical correlation between an OC'T signal
and measured blood glucose levels.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

When using an OCT-based blood glucose monitor to
measure blood glucose levels or concentrations (also known

as “serum glucose levels” or “sugar blood levels™) 1n a
biological tissue, the light provided by the OC'T-based blood
glucose momitor scatters throughout the biological tissue.
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The scattering of light changes in response to variations 1n
blood glucose levels. Specifically, a scattering coeflicient, p_,
which describes the attenuation of light due to the scattering
of light by a biological tissue, rises and falls relative to
variations in blood glucose levels. In accordance with the
present disclosure, the blood glucose concentration or level
within a biological tissue 1s monitored by providing a
wavelength of light for which the attenuation 1s dominated
by scattering effects and not absorption effects (1.e., such as
absorption by water or hemoglobin), and continuously scan-
ning the light over a two dimensional area of the biological
tissue while, at the same time, interferometrically scanning
the biological tissue in a depth dimension. By using a
coordinate system defined so that the x-y axis forms the
plane of the surface of the skin and the z axis 1s 1into the skin
and parallel with the optical axis of the system, the term
“depth dimension™ refers to the dimension perpendicular to
the surface of the skin and parallel with the optical axis of
the system. The light reflected from the scanned biological
tissue 1s collected and analyzed to determine the concentra-
tion of glucose 1n the biological tissue.

The present disclosure relates to a method for calibrating
an OCT-based blood glucose monitor by maximizing the
correlation between data produced by the OCT-based blood
glucose monitor and measured blood glucose concentrations
or levels. In one aspect of the present disclosure, an OCT
scan data line can be utilized to maximize the correlation
between the data received from the OCT-based blood glu-
cose monitor and the measured blood glucose levels. As
used herein, the term “scan data line” refers to the line
formed from data obtained through the average of multiple
OCT scans; the plot of this data 1s a plot of mterferometric
intensity versus depth. The scan data line, which 1s the
average of multiple depth scans at different x-y locations
over a given area, 1s an ensemble average of the scattering
coellicient, as a function of depth, of the tissue volume being
scanned.

In another aspect of the present disclosure, the Pearson
Product Moment correlation method (Pearson’s correlation)
1s utilized to maximize the correlation between the data
rece1ved from the OCT-based blood glucose monitor and the
measured blood glucose levels. Correlation results are used
to calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor, which
then may be used to provide estimated blood glucose levels.
Instead of determiming blood glucose levels by current
invasive methods, the blood glucose value obtained accord-
ing to the present disclosure 1s estimated. Technically speak-
ing then, a calibrated OCT glucose monitor according to the
present disclosure provides a blood glucose level based on
a calibrated prediction. The OCT-based blood glucose moni-
tor thus may be used to provide estimated blood glucose
levels to a user of the blood glucose monitor monitoring
blood glucose levels, of for example, a diabetic subject, or
ol a subject with hyperglycemia (meaning high blood glu-
cose levels, for example, =126 mg/dL), or of a subject with
hypoglycemia (meaning low blood glucose levels, for
example, =70 mg/dl).

According to an embodiment of the present disclosure, a
method of correlating the OCT-based blood glucose monitor
data with measured blood glucose levels includes a user
taking multiple blood glucose measurements over a speci-
fied time period, preferably including a meal during that
period, using a standard invasive method. The OCT-based
blood glucose monitor uses a specific wavelength of light
such that an absorption coeflicient of light, n., of the
biological tissue of the user 1s low relative to the scattering
coellicient of light, u_, within the biological tissue 1n order
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for variations 1n scattering of the light to be dominated by
glucose-induced changes 1n scattering caused by the bio-
logical tissue. Multiple OCT scans are obtained at or around
the same time period as when the blood glucose measure-
ments are taken so that there 1s at least one OCT scan line
per blood glucose measurement. The multiple OCT depth
scans, which are averaged together to form the scan data
line, should be accumulated within no more than about 5
min from the time the blood glucose value 1s determined.
Data from each OCT scan 1s an averaged value of data
obtained from a plurality of OCT scans performed automati-
cally by the OCT-based blood glucose monitor 1n order to
reduce any coherent noise or speckle produced by the
OCT-based monitor 1itself. The data may be stored in the
OCT-based blood glucose monitor or, alternatively, a pro-
grammable computer. OCT data provided by each averaged
OCT scan may be plotted as interferometric intensity against
the depth of the biological tissue, or against a set of depths
of the biological tissue.

Due to the imnherent heterogeneity of biological tissue and
the uneven distribution of blood vessels 1n the dermis layer
of biological tissue (1.e., the layer of skin beneath the
epidermis), which 1s the preferred layer of skin for locating
blood vessels, only specific segments or portions of an OCT
scan-data line correlate to the actual blood glucose levels.
Additionally, by knowing the specific wavelength of light-
chosen, the dermis region of the biological tissue (e.g., of
skin), which 1s where most blood vessels lie, may be
determined easily from the data produced by the OCT-based
blood glucose monitor.

There are two variables or parameters associated with
fitting the obtained OCT data to the obtained blood glucose
measurements 1n order to achieve the best correlation. These
variables are an offset and an interval. The term “offset™ as
used herein refers to the depth of the OCT scan-data
line/data curve) at which to begin correlating the OCT data
to the blood glucose measurements, preferably in the dermais
region of the biological tissue (e.g., of skin). This depth 1s
reterenced to the surface of the skin located at the skin/
optical window interface. The term “interval” as used herein
refers to a certain portion or segment of the OCT scan-data
line that 1s measured from the offset. To determine the slope
of any line segment, a linear least squares fit calculation
generally 1s used to find the slope of the line. Alternatively,
one can take the derivative of the line using any of a number
of algorithms, one example of which 1s the finite difference,
which 1s defined as subtraction of one adjacent point from
another adjacent point. For each OCT scan-data line there
are numerous potential combinations or pairs of oflsets and
intervals. The present disclosure reduces the number of
potential pairs of offsets and intervals to pairs that are
closely correlated to the measured blood glucose levels.

Blood glucose typically 1s represented either as a weight
per unit volume by milligrams per deciliter (mg/dl) or as a
molecular concentration i millimoles per liter (mM/L). A
blood glucose level of 1 mM/L 1s equal to a level of 18
mg/dL. According to one aspect-of the present disclosure,
the algorithm of the present disclosure selects two invasively
measured blood glucose levels or blood glucose points that
are spaced apart by a weight value of at least about 40
mg/dL, or about 2 mM/L. As soon as the algorithm sees two
blood glucose levels more than about 40 mg/dL apart, 1t waill
begin the calibration process, which 1s depicted as box
number 1 (S301) in FIG. 3b. The algorithm then selects two
OCT scans taken at or around the same time as the selected
blood glucose points. The selected OCT scans are used to
reduce the data produced by the OCT-based blood glucose
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monitor to data that 1s closely correlated with the blood
glucose measurements. Optionally, the algorithm may select
several (averaged) OCT scans temporally located around the
selected blood glucose points and average the data from the
selected OCT scans 1n order to further reduce the speckle
associated with the OC'T-based blood glucose monitor.

The term “intensity difference plot (“IDP”)” refers to a
plot 1n which a baseline OCT scan (scan n) 1s subtracted
from a subsequent OCT scan (scan (n+1)) to provide infor-
mation on what regions of the scan line have changed from
scan n to scan (n+1). According to the present disclosure, an
intensity difference plot 1s generated by computing the
difference in the intensity data of the two selected OCT
scans. The intensity difference in the intensity data of the
two selected OCT scans (the “intensity difference™) 1s plot-
ted against the depth of the tested biological tissue. With the
present disclosure, 1t has now been observed that certain
portions of an OCT scan-data line change dramatically as
blood glucose levels vary, while certain other portions of an
OCT scan-data line remain static as blood glucose levels
vary. The intensity difference plot identifies the regions of
the selected OCT scan-data lines that have the highest
change 1n intensity. This change in intensity closely corre-
lates (1.e., >95% confidence limit) to changes in blood
glucose levels. Such dramatic changes in intensity also
correlate closely (1.e., within a >95% confidence limit) to
locations of a tissue transition interface, based on the depths
of the tested biological tissue that corresponds to the
changes in the intensity of the OCT signal. While one
example of such a tissue transition interface 1s a blood vessel
in the skin, structures other than blood vessels 1n the skin
also could be changing with blood glucose levels. Blood
vessels 1n the skin generally are fairly randomly distributed
macroscopically and microscopically. However, there are
capillaries (seen at the dermis epidermis junction), venules,
and arterioles, which lie closer to the dermis-subcutaneous
junction. The OCT correlations of the present disclosure
occur at depths i1n the skin where these blood vessels
reasonably can be expected to be located. The algorithm
generates an intensity difference plot to determine potential
oifsets that correlate closely to the selected blood glucose
points.

An 1ntensity difference plot has a characteristic peak-to-
valley pattern that crosses zero at one or more certain depths.
The greatest change 1n an intensity difference plot occurs at
depths surrounding the zero-crossing point(s) in the data
line. The algorithm identifies the zero-crossing point(s) and
identifies localized extrema (1.e., localized minimum and
maximum data points) on either side of the zero-crossing
point(s). Because the range of data falling within the local-
1zed extrema surrounding the zero-crossing point(s) repre-
sents the greatest change in the data provided by the OCT
scans, potential oflsets that correlate closely to the selected
blood glucose points lay within this range of data. Once the
algorithm 1dentifies the localized extrema associated with
the zero-crossing point(s), 1t determines the potential offsets.
Optionally, the algorithm may include offsets within a
certain variance of the localized extrema.

The percentage change 1n the slopes of the OCT signals
for a given change 1n blood glucose levels depends on the
sensor design. Generally, individual subjects fit within a
small percentage range, which 1s within an order of magni-
tude. For a given sensor design, 1t 1s necessary to find the
mean of that range and determine the standard deviation
around the mean. These values are determined empirically
through a calibration subset. Typically, about 30 to about 40
subjects are obtained across different age and racial demo-
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graphics for a given sensor design. From that group, the
algorithm would derive a filter percentage based on the
mean and standard deviation about the mean. The filter
percentage forms the vector for the glucose vector grid part
of the algorithm. The final numbers used 1n the vector grnid
filter will depend on the sensor design. In one particular
design, the relevant physiologic range of the percentage
change 1s about 2% per 18 mg/dL to about 20% per 18
mg/dL. In other sensor designs, the mean could be higher.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, 1n order
to 1dentily potential offset and interval combinations or pairs
that closely correspond to the selected blood glucose points,
the algorithm utilizes potential ofisets identified from the
intensity difference plot to generate a glucose vector grid
where the relevant physiologic range of the percentage
change depends on physiologic factors as well as the size
and depth of the tested region of biological tissue. The
glucose vector grid 1s a table whose x-coordinates are the
offset values and whose y-coordinates are the interval val-
ues. The calculated positive percentage changes are entered
for each offset and 1nterval pair to form the grid. Each (X, y)
coordinate of the grid contains the percentage change in the
signal based per 18 mg/dL of glucose. In some embodiments
of the present disclosure, to generate the glucose vector grid,
the algorithm determines the slope values for multiple
combinations of intervals and potential offsets for the two
selected OCT scans, using a common slope calculation, such
as, for example, a linear least-squares fit calculation. The
algorithm then determines the difference in the slope values
for each offset and interval combination/pair between the
two selected OCT scans, and represents the slope difference
as a percentage change between the two selected OCT scans.

For each potential ofiset and interval pair, the scattering
coellicient, ., can be determined. More specifically, 1n some
embodiments of the present disclosure, a potential oflset and
interval pair can be chosen and the slope of the OCT
scan-data line segment corresponding to the chosen offset
and 1nterval pair 1s computed using a common slope calcu-
lation, such as, for example, a linear least-squares {it calcu-
lation. The scattering coethicient, 1, 1s proportional to the
slope of the OCT scan-data line segment that corresponds to
the chosen offset and interval pair, and 1s calculated for each
of the OCT scans, which are averaged, so that the chosen
oflset and interval pair has a number of associated scattering
coellicients, u_, equal to the number of the multitude of OCT
scans. This process then 1s repeated for each potential offset
and interval.

The scattering coetlicient, u_, corresponding to an oflset,
interval pair, 1s proportional to an associated slope value.
Estimated blood glucose levels, which are used to calibrate
the OCT-based sensor, as discussed below, are related to the
scattering coeflicients, u , either proportionally or inversely
proportionally. Thus, changes in the slope of an OC'T signal
(and thus, changes 1n the scattering coeflicient, p ) correlate
to changes 1n blood glucose levels. When blood glucose
levels are increasing, the scattering coeflicients, p_, decrease
(1.e., the slopes of the OCT signal decrease) because the
scatter of light by the biological tissue decreases. This
translates 1nto a negative percentage-change value for an
increase 1n blood glucose levels. Accordingly, when blood
glucose levels are decreasing, the scatter of the light by the
biological tissue increases, and thus, the scattering coetli-
cients, 1, (1.e., the slopes of the OCT signal) increase. This
translates 1nto a positive percentage-change value for a
decrease 1n blood glucose levels.

Once the algorithm has generated sets of estimated blood
glucose levels, it may refine the sets of estimated blood
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glucose levels by applying one or more statistical filters. The
order 1n which the statistical filters are applied may be
varied. The algorithm 1s hard coded to make the decision of
whether to accept a given ofifset, interval pair 1n the grid
based on a range determined from data obtained from a large
pool of subjects for a given sensor configuration. Thus, for
example, the algorithm may be hard coded to choose a range
of percentage-change values of about 4% to about 8% of the
slope of the segment of the OCT scan line. The algorithm
will generate a slope of the segment of the OCT scan line
and a set of estimated blood glucose levels for each offset,
interval pair that has a percentage-change value between
about 4% and about 8% using all of the OCT scans taken
during the specified time period.

One filtering option eliminates sets of estimated blood
glucose levels that contain negative or unusually small (less
than about 10 mg/dL) estimated blood glucose levels. Thus,
if the calculated percentage change of a given oflset, interval
pair 1s below the established low value, that pair 1s dis-
carded. Another filtering option eliminates sets of estimated
blood glucose levels that contain unusually high estimated
blood glucose levels (1.e., more than about 3500 mg/dL).
Thus, if the calculated percentage change of a given oflset,
interval pair 1s unusually high, that pair 1s discarded. This
leaves behind oflset, interval pairs which are reasonable.

After applying at least one filter, the algorithm uses the
remaining set(s) of estimated blood glucose levels to cali-
brate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor. The algorithm
then averages the estimated blood glucose values to generate
one averaged estimated blood glucose value that 1s associ-
ated with the new averaged OCT scan and calibrates the
OC'T-based blood glucose monitor with this averaged esti-
mated blood glucose value.

For positive percentage-change values, an estimated
blood glucose level 1s equal to the negative value of the
slope value associated with the corresponding ofiset and
interval pair. For negative percentage-change values, an
estimated blood glucose level 1s equal to the negative
inverse of the slope value associated with the corresponding
oiset and interval pair. Because each oflset and interval pair
has one associated slope value for each OCT scan, each
oilset, iterval pair produces a set of scattering coeflicients,
the number of which will equal the number of (averaged)
OCT scans taken during the specified time period. Option-
ally, depending on the tested area of the biological tissue, the
algorithm may vary the range of percentage-change values
in order to produce different sets of potential offset and
interval pairs.

The algorithm creates a calibration curve correlating
scattering coeflicients and blood glucose values by perform-
Ing a regression analysis, wherein each x-value comprises a
scattering coellicient corresponding to the scattering coet-
ficient of an 1invasively obtained blood glucose measurement
and each y-value comprises the blood glucose value mea-
sured from each invasively obtained blood glucose mea-
surement. Once the OCT data has been transformed into
calibrated blood glucose levels, the “biological relevance”
of the data (including, but not limited to, whether the
estimated blood glucose level changed too fast to be real,
whether the estimated blood glucose level 1s negative, or
whether the estimated blood glucose level goes too high) can
be determined by a simple linear regression of the paired
blood glucose/OCT points. For example, one embodiment of
the present disclosure comprises a home monitor 1n which
the estimated blood glucose level would never reach >about
500 mg/dL. Typical blood glucose test strips do not read
such a high blood glucose level.



US 9,668,679 B2

13

Another aspect of the present disclosure includes refining
the estimated blood glucose levels by calculating an average
estimated blood glucose level for each point 1n time asso-
ciated with the testing time period. The algorithm selects a
first point 1n time and averages the estimated blood glucose
levels corresponding to the first point 1n time at which a first
(averaged) OCT scan was taken for each oflset and interval
pair. The algorithm then repeats the process for each point in
time and generates a set of average estimated blood glucose
levels equal to the number of averaged OCT scans taken. It
1s possible to put a repeated glucose requirement at certain
intervals 1n the algorithm. For example, the algorithm can
require a new glucose value every once an hour, as often as
every estimated OCT glucose point, or every 12 hours.
Generally, further calibration of the OCT-based blood glu-
cose monitor of the present disclosure would not be
required. However, 1n alternate embodiments, the algorithm
1s reapplied at particular intervals to recalibrate the OCT-
based blood glucose monitor.

The algorithm calculates a standard deviation for each
average estimated blood glucose level, uses the average
estimated blood glucose level and the corresponding stan-
dard deviation for the first point in time, and compares each
estimated blood glucose level from each set of estimated
blood glucose levels at the first point 1n time. If an estimated
blood glucose level at the first point 1n time falls outside one
standard deviation of the average estimated blood glucose
level, the entire set of estimated blood glucose levels and,
accordingly, the corresponding ofiset and interval, are
ignored. The algorithm repeats this process for each point 1in
time and each corresponding average estimated blood glu-
cose level and the associated standard deviation. The
remaining set(s) of estimated blood glucose levels form a
calibration data set, 1.e., the estimated blood glucose levels
that are within one standard deviation of the average esti-
mated blood glucose level form a calibration data set for
calibrating the OCT-based blood glucose monitor. If more
than one set remains, a final calibration data set of estimated
blood glucose levels 1s computed by taking the average of
the remaining sets of estimated blood glucose levels for each
point 1n time.

Optionally, the algorithm may calculate a median esti-
mated blood glucose level for each point in time and may
calculate corresponding standard deviation values. The algo-
rithm then uses the median estimated blood glucose level
and the corresponding standard deviation for the first point
in time and compares each estimated blood glucose level
from each set of estimated blood glucose levels at the first
point 1n time. Siumilar to the process described above, 1f an
estimated blood glucose level at the first point 1n time falls
outside one standard deviation of the median estimated
blood glucose level, the entire set of estimated blood glucose
levels and, accordingly, the corresponding offset and inter-
val, are 1ignored. The algorithm repeats this process for each
point in time and each corresponding median estimated
blood glucose level and the associated standard deviation.
The remaining set(s) of estimated blood glucose levels form
a calibration data set. If more than one set remains, a final
calibration data set of estimated blood glucose levels 1s
computed by taking the average of the remaining sets of
estimated blood glucose levels for each point 1n time.

Optionally, the algorithm may calculate both an average
estimated blood glucose level and a median estimated blood
glucose level and standard deviation for each point 1n time
and use both the average and the median estimated blood
glucose levels to refine the sets of estimated blood glucose
levels, as described above for each.
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To apply the calibration set of estimated blood glucose
levels to an OC'T-based blood glucose monitor, the algorithm
performs a new OCT scan at a new time. The algorithm then
computes a new estimated blood glucose level for the new
OCT scan using the calibration set of estimated blood
glucose levels and the corresponding offset and 1nterval pair.
If more than one set of estimated blood glucose levels was
used to generate the calibration set, the algorithm may use
each set of estimated blood glucose levels and the associated
offset and interval pairs to compute corresponding new
estimated blood glucose levels, 1.e., a new estimated blood
glucose level for each offset and interval pair. The algorithm
then averages the new estimated blood glucose levels to
generate one new estimated blood glucose level for the new
point 1n time.

According to another embodiment of the present disclo-
sure, potential offsets that correlate closely to blood glucose
levels may be determined by utilizing the change 1n the slope
of the OCT scan-data line as a function of the depth of the
biological tissue. Specific structures, such as blood vessels,
in the biological tissue may scatter the light of the OCT scan
differently than the surrounding tissue and medium and may
produce discontinuities 1n the OCT scan data, even though
the blood glucose level 1s not changing. The term “medium”™
1s used herein to describe the relatively homogeneous struc-
tures 1n the skin, including, but not limited to, skin cells, the
collagen/elastin fiber matrix, interstitial fluid, and the like.
An object, including but not limited to a blood vessel, has a
very different scattering profile than this medium. This
different scattering profile provides a characteristic signal
that can be used to identily the tissue depth at which the
scattering will correlate to glucose.

The term “discontinuity” as used herein refers to an
identifiable, abrupt change 1n the OCT scan line indicating
a tissue interface transition. Most simply, a discontinuity
appears as a “bump” on the slope of an otherwise straight
line. For example, 1n FIG. 1, at about 2.9 on the depth scale,
a bump, which 1s a discontinuity in the line, 1s associated
with a blood vessel. The presence of, a tissue interface
transition, for example, a blood vessel, therefore causes an
abrupt change 1n the intensity, Such discontinuities allow the
algorithm to 1dentify potential offsets that correlate closely
(>95% confidence level) to blood vessels.

According to one aspect of the present disclosure, the
algorithm may 1dentity the discontinuities 1in the OCT scan-
data lines by computing the second derivative of the OCT
scan data and then computing the squared value of the
second derivative. The discontinuities, which may not be
visible 1nitially 1n an intensity plot, are enhanced by calcu-
lating the second derivative of the OCT scan data. Squaring
the data results of the second derivative calculation ensures
that the resulting data results are positive. Because the
discontinuities are enhanced, the discontinuities are visible
as “spikes” or bumps along the new OCT scan-data line.
Offsets that correspond to the discontinuities represent
points along the OCT scan-data line closely correlated to
blood vessels. The algorithm identifies offsets that corre-
spond to the discontinuities and generates a glucose vector
orid, as discussed above. Optionally, the algorithm may
utilize both an intensity difference plot and a second deriva-
tive plot to 1dentity potential oflsets.

Once the algorithm has identified acceptable ofiset, inter-
val pairs and generated the appropriate calibration factors,
every time the calibrated OCT-based blood glucose monitor
1s employed to generate a new OC'T scan, the algorithm will
apply the acceptable oflset, interval pairs and calibration
factors to subsequent scans.
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In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the Pear-
son’s correlation method (1.e., the “Pearson Product Moment
Correlation” method, often referred to as “Pearson’s corre-
lation coeflicient™) 1s used to determine the degree of a linear
relationship between the scattering coefhicients, u_, and the
measured blood glucose levels. Changes 1n the slopes of the
OCT scan-data line, 1.e., changes 1n the scattering coetl-
cients, u., are either proportionally related or inversely
proportionally related to changes in the level of blood
glucose. By using the Pearson’s correlation coetlicient to
determine which scattering coeflicients, u_, closely correlate
to the measured blood glucose levels, the algorithm may
determine an optimal ofiset and interval pair to choose for
calibrating the OCT-based monitor.

The Pearson’s correlation coeflicient ranges between
minus 1.0 (-1.0) to positive 1 (+1.0). A coellicient value of
+1.0 1ndicates a perfect correlation between two variables,
that 1s, a perfect positive linear relationship exists between
the two variables. The linear relationship 1s usually repre-
sented by a scatter plot (meaning a visual display showing
the numerical data of one variable plotted against the
numerical data of a second varniable where each data point
has a coordinate on a horizontal and vertical axis). A perfect
correlation coetlicient value of +1.0 also indicates that as
values of one variable increase, e.g., along an x-axis, values
of the other variable increase correspondingly, e.g., along a
y-axis, and all values lie along a single line. A Pearson’s
correlation coeflicient value of -1.0 indicates a perfect
inverse linear relationship between two variables, that 1s, as
values along the x-axis increase, values along the y-axis
decrease correspondingly. A Pearson’s correlation coetli-
cient value o1 0.0 indicates that no correlation exists between
the two variables, 1.e., the values are so scattered that 1t 1s
impossible to determine a linear relationship between values
for the two variables.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, a Pear-
son’s correlation coeflicient 1s generated to correlate the
scattering coeflicients associated with each potential oflset,
interval pair to the measured blood glucose levels. The
process 1s repeated for each potential offset, interval pair in
order to generate a set of Pearson’s correlation coeflicients.
The Pearson’s correlation coetflicients then may be repre-
sented graphically as a contour plot against the potential
offset and interval pairs. Offset and interval pairs that
produce Pearson’s correlation coellicients at or near a value
of +1.0 (1.e., high positive Pearson’s correlation coeflicient
values) indicate that the scattering coeflicients, |, associ-
ated with the slopes, which are derived from a linear fit
corresponding to offset, interval pairs, correlate closely to
the measured blood glucose levels. In other words, for a
given set of blood glucose levels and an associated set of
scattering coeflicients, u., high positive Pearson’s correla-
tion coellicients indicate a constant linear relationship
between the two sets of data, and, accordingly, a close
correlation. The algorithm may select a preferred range of
Pearson’s coeflicient values 1n order to select corresponding
offset, mterval pairs for calibrating the OCT-based blood
glucose monitor.

Additionally, offset, interval pairs that have Pearson’s
coellicient values at or near a value of -1.0 (1.e., a high
negative Pearson’s correlation coeflicient) also represent
areas where the scattering coeflicients, u_, associated with
the offset, interval pairs closely correlate to the measured
blood glucose levels. A high negative Pearson’s correlation
coellicient indicates that the scattering coetlicients, L, asso-
ciated with the slopes, which are derived from a linear fit
corresponding to oflset, interval pairs, are closely correlated
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to the measured blood glucose values, but that the slope
values, and, therefore, the scattering coetlicients, p_, are
negative. The oflset, interval pairs that produce high nega-
tive Pearson’s correlation coeflicients also may be used to
calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor. The range
of preferred Pearson’s correlation coeflicients 1s adjustable
according to the needs of the algorithm. All other offset,
interval pairs that do not produce a Pearson’s correlation
coellicient within such preferred range(s) are 1gnored.

To calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor, the
algorithm selects an offset, interval pair with a desired
Pearson’s correlation coeflicient, and calculates the scatter-
ing coellicient, u, for each portion of each averaged OCT
scan-data line that corresponds to the selected ofiset, interval
pair. The scattering coeflicients, u_, corresponding to the
selected oflset, interval pair are plotted with the measured
blood glucose levels against the specified time period to
display how closely correlated the OC'T-based blood glucose
monitor data 1s to the measured blood glucose value or level.
It the algorithm 1s satisfied with the correlation, 1t may
calibrate the OC'T-based blood glucose monitor according to
the scattering coeflicients, p_, associated with the selected
offset, interval pair in order to compute estimated blood
glucose levels. The terms “estimated” and “predicted” are
used interchangeably herein. An estimated blood glucose
level 1s computed by taking the negative of the scattering
coellicient value for the selected oflset, interval pair. For a
selected oflset, interval pair that has an anti-correlated
scattering coetlicient value, a corresponding estimated blood
glucose level 1s computed by taking the negative inverse of
the scattering coeflicient value.

If the algorithm 1s not satisfied with the correlation
produced by the selected oflset, interval pair, 1t may select
another oflset, interval pair according to the corresponding
Pearson’s correlation coeflicient until a desired result i1s
reached. Once the algorithm has 1dentified acceptable oflset,
interval pairs and generated the appropriate calibration fac-
tors, every time the calibrated OCT-based blood glucose
monitor 1s employed to generate a new OCT scan, the
algorithm will apply the acceptable ofifset, interval pairs and
calibration factors to subsequent scans.

Where a range of values 1s provided, 1t 1s understood that
cach intervening value, to the tenth of the unit of the lower
limit unless the context clearly dictates otherwise, between
the upper and lower limit of that range and any other stated
or intervening value in that stated range 1s encompassed
within the disclosure. The upper and lower limits of these
smaller ranges which may independently be included 1n the
smaller ranges 1s also encompassed within the disclosure,
subject to any specifically excluded limit 1n the stated range.
Where the stated range includes one or both of the limats,
ranges excluding either both of those included limaits are also
included 1n the disclosure.

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific
terms used herein have the same meaning as commonly
understood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this
disclosure belongs.

Any methods and materials similar or equivalent to those
described herein also can be used in the practice or testing
of the present disclosure.

All publications mentioned herein are incorporated herein
by reference to disclose and describe the methods and/or
materials 1n connection with which the publications are

cited.

EXAMPLES

The following examples are put forth so as to provide
those of ordinary skill 1n the art with a complete disclosure
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and description of how to make and use the present disclo-
sure, and are not intended to limit the scope of what the
iventors regard as their invention nor are they intended to
represent that the experiments below are all or the only
experiments performed. Efforts have been made to ensure
accuracy with respect to numbers used (e.g. amounts, tem-
perature, etc.) but some experimental errors and deviations
should be accounted for. Unless indicated otherwise, parts
are parts by weight, molecular weight 1s weight average
molecular weight, temperature 1s in degrees Centigrade, and
pressure 1s at or near atmospheric.

FIG. 1 shows an intensity profile of light scattered from
a biological tissue (human skin) as measured via an OCT-
based blood glucose monitor according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure. If an appropriate wavelength of light
1s chosen (e.g., about 1300 nanometers) such that the absorp-
tion coeflicient of the light, u_, 1s small relative to the
scattering coeflicient of the light (for example, i the scat-
tering coethicient 1s five times the absorption coetlicient), u.,
by the biological tissue, then a change in the slope of the
OCT scan-data line likely will be dominated by glucose-
induced changes in the tissue scattering. Based on the
wavelength of light chosen, the OCT-based blood glucose
monitor signal spikes at certain regions of the surface of the
biological tissue and then {falls dramatically within the
epidermis region of the skin. The OCT scan-data line then
rises and slowly decreases within the dermis region as the
depth of light 1n the biological tissue (e.g., skin) increases.
Because most blood vessels are located in the dermis region,
it 1s this portion of the OCT scan-data line that provides data
for calibrating the OCT-based blood glucose monitor. As
shown 1n FIG. 1, the slope of the OCT scan-data line may
increase or decrease relative to the blood glucose level. That
1s to say, the slope of the OCT scan-data line decreases as the
blood glucose level increases, and, accordingly, the slope of
the OCT scan-data line increases as the blood glucose level
decreases.

FI1G. 2 1llustrates the two parameters used to maximize the
correlation between the OC'T-based blood glucose monitor
data and the measured blood glucose levels. The first param-
eter, the oflset, 1s the depth at which to begin determination
of the correlation of the OCT scan-data line to the measured
blood glucose levels. The offset 1s measured from the spike
in the OCT scan-data line, which represents the surface of
the biological tissue (e.g., skin) to a particular depth within
the dermis layer of the biological tissue (e.g., skin). The
second parameter, the interval, 1s the portion of the OCT
scan-data line used to correlate the OCT data to the mea-
sured blood glucose levels. The interval 1s measured from
the offset depth and can be any length according to the
algorithm’s needs; for example, the length can range from a
value about equal to the difference between adjacent points
of the OCT scan-data line (which approximates the deriva-
tive of the line) to about 1 mm (used with a linear least
squares fit calculation to find the slope). Given the depth of
the entire OCT signal, there are multiple combinations of
offsets and intervals that may be used for correlating the
OCT data. For example, three offset, interval pairs may be:
an oilset of about 300 microns and an interval of about 50
microns; an offset of about 300 microns and an interval of
about 150 microns; and an offset of about 700 microns and
an interval of about 100 microns.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the
method for reducing the amount of data necessary to cali-
brate an OCT-based blood glucose monitor 1s as summarized
in the flow chart shown 1n FIG. 3. FIG. 3, together with the
graphs of FIG. 4 and FIG. §, presents a process tlow of a
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method for maximizing the correlation between the OCT-
based blood glucose momitor data and measured blood
glucose levels, and using that correlation to calibrate the
OC'T-based blood glucose monitor, according to an embodi-
ment of the present method. The steps of the method need
not be taken 1n the sequence illustrated. As shown 1n FIG.
3b, Step S302 may be implemented at the same time as Step
S303, 1.e., they need not be run sequentially, as shown 1n
FIG. 3a. Over a period of time, a user takes a number of
invasively-obtained blood glucose measurements (see e.g.,
S301 of FIG. 3) to measure the level of blood glucose over
a given period of time, for example, 190 minutes. Since a
glucose change must be recorded 1n the blood glucose levels
by both conventional blood glucose chemistry and the OCT
value for correlation purposes, given that the maximum a
human subject’s blood glucose can change 1s about 5 mg/dL
per min (average 1s about 2 mg/dL) 1t would take about 4
minutes to about 10 minutes to get a reasonable blood
glucose spread 1n values.

A minimum of two 1invasively obtained blood glucose
measurements (or points) 1s required for the IDP/glucose
vector grid approach as described above, although more
measurements can be used. In the Pearson approach, a
minimum of seven invasively obtained blood glucose mea-
surements (or points) 1s needed for statistical confidence. In
some embodiments of the present disclosure, the time period
includes a blood glucose altering event, such as, but not
limited to, subject-initiated events, e.g., eating a meal,
administering insulin, drinking a beverage containing sugar
(e.g., juice) and the like. It 1s understood that one or more
blood glucose altering event also can occur on 1ts own.

Over the same period of time (e.g., 190 minutes), the

algorithm takes multiple OCT scans using the OC'T-based
blood glucose monitor such as, for example, about 100 OCT
to about 1500 scans for a 190-minute period (S302 of FIG.
3). Although the number of OCT scans taken 1s at the
discretion of the algorithm, the number of OC'T scans taken
cannot be less than the number of blood glucose measure-
ments taken during the time period. Each OCT scan 1s an
average ol a number of OCT scans, for example, about 1500
OCT scans, 1n order to reduce the eflects of any noise or
speckle produced by the OCT-based blood glucose monitor.

Once the blood glucose measurements and OCT scan data
are acquired (S301 of FIG. 3), the algorithm selects two
invasively obtained measured blood glucose levels, or
points, that are at least 40 mg/dLL apart in value. The
algorithm also selects two OCT scans that correspond to
points 1n time of the selected blood glucose points. The
algorithm creates an intensity difference plot (IDP) by
calculating the difference between the data of the two
selected OCT scans (S302 of FIG. 3)) FIG. 4 shows an
example of an intensity difference plot according to the
present disclosure. In FIG. 4, the algorithm has selected
invasively obtained measured blood glucose point 2 (BG #2)
and 1nvasively obtained measured blood glucose point 5
(BG #5) to calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor.
The algorithm then selects two OCT scans that correspond
to points 1n time of BG #2 and BG #5 and computes the
difference in the data between the two selected OCT scans.
The algorithm 1dentifies one or more zero-crossing points 1n
the intensity difference plot as well as localized extrema
surrounding the zero-crossing points, respectively. The
intensity difference plot in FIG. 4 has one zero-crossing
point, which 1s located at a depth of about 225 microns. A
local maximum data point 1s located at about 200 microns
and a local mimmimum point 1s located at about 350 microns.



US 9,668,679 B2

19

The depths within the region of the localized extrema
represent potential oflsets that are closely correlated to the
selected blood glucose points and are represented in FIG. 4
by a shaded box. Optionally, the algorithm may expand the
box to 1include potential offsets within a variance amount of
the localized extrema. For example, 1n FIG. 4, the range of
potential offsets includes offsets from about 175 microns to
about 400 microns.

Next, the algorithm takes the range of potential offsets
from the intensity difference plot and generates a glucose
vector grid, which produces potential offset and interval
pairs that closely correlate to the selected blood glucose
points. (See, S303 of FIG. 3). Every ofiset, interval pair has
an associated slope value for each OCT scan. The slope
value 1s determined using a common calculation, such as, for
example, a linear least squares fit calculation. Utilizing the
two selected OCT scans, the algorithm calculates two slope
values for each potential offset and interval pair and then
calculates the difference 1n the two slope values as a per-
centage change from the OCT scan that occurs earlier in the
testing time period to the OCT scan that occurs later in the
testing time period. The percentage-change values (or per-
cent signal change values) are tabulated against the corre-
sponding offset, interval pairs.

As shown 1n step S304 of FIG. 3, the algorithm 1dentifies
the percentage-change values that fall within a certain
physiological range predetermined by the algorithm for a
particular sensor design. The range i1s set based on the
sensor’s measured response as measured 1n a population of
a representative set. For example, in one particular sensor
design, changes 1n blood glucose levels range from about
2% to about 20% for every 18 mg/dL. For this sensor design,
the algorithm may 1dentify percent signal change values that
fall within the range of about 2% and about 20% and 1gnore
oflset and 1nterval pairs that do not correspond to this range.
Alternatively, the algorithm may minimize the range to
1solate a smaller number of potential ofiset, interval values.

Additionally, when the algorithm takes the range of
potential offsets from the intensity difference plot and gen-
erates a glucose vector grid (S303 of FIG. 3), 1t may generate
a glucose vector grid for offset, interval pairs that have
negative percentage-change values. In such an embodiment
of the present disclosure, the algorithm may apply an
alternate physiological range of percentage-change values,
such as, for example, —20% to —2%, to reduce the number
of potential oflset, interval pairs that closely correlate to the
selected blood glucose points (see e.g., S304 of FIG. 3). An
example of a glucose vector grid for offset, interval pairs
with negative percentage-change values 1s presented in FIG.
5.

The slope values of the 1dentified oflset, interval pairs are
converted into estimated blood glucose values (S30S5 of FIG.
3). For example, 1f the first invasively obtained measured
blood glucose point, BG #2, was measured at about 100
mg/dl. and the algorithm selected a range of ofiset and
interval pairs with percentage-change values between about
minus 10.00 (-10.00) to about minus 10.20 (-10.20), then
using the glucose vector grid in FIG. 5, this range of
percentage-change values would correspond to four oflset
and 1interval pairs, (1) about 175 microns and about 100
microns, (2) about 175 microns and about 125 microns, (3)
about 225 microns and about 75 microns, and (4) about 250
microns and 50 microns, respectively. This translates into
generating sets of estimated blood glucose values for each of
the four oflset, interval pairs. In this example, the scattering
coetllicient, u, for each of the four oflset, interval pairs 1s
calculated and associated with the first invasively obtained
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measured blood glucose point BG #2 of about 100 mg/dL
taken at the first point in time as a baseline. Scattering
coellicients, u ., then are computed for all the OCT scans
taken after the first point 1n time for each offset, interval pair.
Since the percentage-change value 1s negative for each
oflset, interval pair, estimated blood glucose values are
computed by taking the negative inverse of each scattering
coeflicient, u. This computation produces four sets of
estimated blood glucose levels, which are used to calibrate
the OC'T-based blood glucose monitor. The algorithm may
further refine the four sets of estimated blood glucose values
by 1gnoring sets that contain negative estimated blood
glucose levels and/or sets with estimated blood glucose
levels that are below a predetermined cutoil level or above
a predetermined cutofl level. The algorithm then may gen-
erate a calibration set of estimated blood glucose levels
using the remaining set of estimated blood glucose levels. I
more than one set remains, the algorithm may average the
estimated blood glucose levels at each point in time to
produce a calibration set of estimated blood glucose levels.

In some embodiments of the present disclosure, the algo-
rithm can refine further the set of estimated blood glucose
levels prior to generating a calibration set by, for example,
and without limitation, applying statistical filters (see, e.g.,
S305 of FIG. 3). The order in which the statistical filters are
applied may be varied. In one embodiment, the algorithm
selects the estimated blood glucose levels from the potential
oflset, interval pairs that correspond to the first point 1n time
and calculates an average estimated blood glucose level. The
algorithm also may calculate a median estimated blood
glucose level corresponding to the first point 1n time. For
example, 1f the algorithm has reduced the potential offset,
interval pairs to four (4) pairs, as previously described, then
for a first point 1n time, the algorithm averages the four
estimated blood glucose levels. The algorithm then repeats
this process for each point 1n time to generate a set of
average estimated blood glucose levels and calculates a
standard dewviation for the set of average estimated blood
glucose levels. Accordingly, the algorithm may generate a
set of median estimated blood glucose levels and a standard
deviation. The algorithm then refines the set of estimated
blood glucose levels by 1gnoring sets of estimated blood
glucose levels that fall outside one standard deviation of the
average estimated blood glucose level at any point 1n time
and/or one standard deviation of the median estimated blood
glucose level at any point 1n time.

Alternately, 1n another embodiment, to further refine the
set of estimated blood glucose levels prior to generating a
calibration set (see, e.g., S305 of FIG. 3), the algorithm may
apply the computed average and median estimated blood
glucose levels to refine the set of estimated blood glucose
levels using either or both of the following equations:

BGAvg. —-A* BGAvg. S.D.SBGSBGAvg.+A * BGAvg S.D. ( 1 )

BGMedian -A4* BGMedz'an S.D.SBGSBGMedian-l-
A* BGMedian S.D.

(2)

Where “BG, . ” 1s the computed average estimated blood
glucose level at a pointin time, “BG,, s 1s the computed
standard deviation of the set of averaged estimated blood
glucose levels, “BG™ 1s a particular estimated blood glucose
level at any point 1n time, A 1s a filter variable with a range
of about 0.1 to about 1, “BG,,_ .. 1s the computed median
estimated blood glucose level at a point in time, and
“BG,,...... <  1s the computed standard deviation of the set
of median estimated blood glucose levels. The filter vari-
able, A, allows the algorithm to take less than the standard
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deviation, if desired. The above equations allow the algo-
rithm to 1gnore sets of estimated blood glucose levels that
are outside a range corresponding to less than one standard
deviation.

The algorithm 1s left with one or more sets of estimated
blood glucose levels and corresponding offset and interval

pairs to be used to calibrate the OCT-based sensor (see e.g.,
S306 of FIG. 3). The algorithm then averages the sets of

estimated blood glucose levels for each point 1n time to
generate a calibration set of estimated blood glucose levels,
and applies the calibration set to calibrate the OC'T-based
blood glucose monitor.

FIGS. 6 A and 6B are flow charts summarizing methods of
the present disclosure for reducing the data necessary to
calibrate an OCT-based blood glucose monitor, where the
methods have been modified from the method of the present
disclosure summarized in the flow chart of FIG. 3. In both

FIGS. 6A and 6B, the algorithm takes a number of blood

glucose measurements over a period of time. In some such
embodiment, the time period includes a meal. Over the same
period of time, the algorithm takes multiple OCT scans
using the OCT-based blood glucose monitor. Once the blood
glucose measurements and OC'T data 1s acquired (S301), the
algorithm selects two measured blood glucose levels, or
points, that are at least about 40 mg/dL apart 1n value. The
algorithm also selects two OCT scans that correspond to
points 1n time of the selected blood glucose points.

In FIG. 6A, S601, the algorithm generates a second
derivative plot to enhance discontinuities in each selected
OCT scan-data line. As discussed above, and without being
held to any particular theory, the discontinuities likely
correlate to a tissue interface transition, such as, but not
limited to blood vessels, and an area in the biological tissue
comprising such tissue interface transitions 1s the preferred
area of the biological tissue for measuring the level of blood
glucose. By emphasizing the discontinuities, the locations 1n
depth of the tissue interface transitions may be identified.
Thus, the algorithm generates the second derivative plot to
identify potential ofisets that correlate closely to blood
vessels. The method according to FIG. 6A follows the
method of FIG. 3 after S601 (1.e., S303-S306 1n FIG. 3 are
used 1n the method of FIG. 6A).

The method summarized in the flow chart in FIG. 6B
combines the methods summarized in the flow charts of FIG.
3 and FIG. 6A. That is to say, the algorithm creates both an
intensity difference plot (S302 of FIG. 3) and a second
derivative plot (S601 of FIG. 6A). The algorithm then
identifies potential offsets by using the region created around
the zero-crossing point in the intensity difference plot and

the discontinuities identified 1n the second derivative plot
(see, e.g., S602 of FIG. 6B). The method according to FIG.

6B otherwise follows the method of FIG. 3 (see, e.g., S301,
S303, and S305-S306).

FIGS. 7A and 7B graphically illustrate how a second
derivative plot enhances discontinuities in the OCT scan-
data line, referred to as the scattering profile. In FIG. 7A, an
OCT scan-data line 1s plotted against the depth of the
scanned biological tissue. Discontinuities in the OCT scan-
data line are 1dentified by circles in the graph; however, the
discontinuities may be diflicult to visualize. In FIG. 7B, a
square ol a second derivative of the OCT scan-data line 1s
plotted against the depth of the scanned biological tissue.
The discontinuities in the OCT scan-data line are enhanced
by the second derivative computation while calculating the
square value of the second derivative removes any negatives
that may exist. The discontinuities correspond to changes in
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blood glucose levels and indicate potential offsets that
closely correlate to tissue interface transitions, such as blood
vessels.

FIG. 8 1s an example of a calibration set of estimated
blood glucose levels generated by using the method
described 1 FIG. 3. Although the method utilizes two
measured blood glucose points, FIG. 8 includes an addi-
tional eight measured blood glucose points to emphasize the
close correlation between the estimated blood glucose levels
and the measured blood glucose points.

According to another aspect of the present disclosure, a
programmable computer for use in calibrating an OCT-
based blood glucose monitor 1s provided. The program-
mable computer includes at least one memory having at least
one region for storing computer-executable program code,
and a processor for executing the program code stored 1n the
memory. The program code includes modules for perform-
ing the slope calculations and determining a maximum
correlation between the OCT scan data and the measured
blood glucose levels. Slope can be calculated 1n many ways,
including, but not limited to, linear regression. The averaged
OC'T scan lines are generated by adding the individual scans
together and then dividing by the number of scans. Option-
ally, the programmable computer plots the scattering coet-
ficients of the light, u_, against the measured blood glucose
levels. In some embodiments, the programmable computer
of the present disclosure functions to calibrate the OCT-
based blood glucose monitor. As used herein, the term
“memory” refers to an electronic computer memory. The
term “‘computer-executable program code” as used herein
refers to code, such as assembly code, or another higher
level language compiled into machine languages, such as C.
The term ““processor” as used herein refers to a computer
microprocessor, such as a Pentium chip. The term “mod-
ules” refers to modular software components. The term
“calculations™ refers to linear least square fit, calibration, an
IDP calculation and the like. The term “functions™ refers to
individual software components that do one form of calcu-
lation, such as addition, or something more complex, such as
a linear regression.

In some such embodiments, an algorithm utilizes a com-
puter for generating a glucose vector grid of the present
disclosure, For example, when the algorithm takes the range
of potential offsets from the intensity difference plot and
generates a glucose vector grid (S303 of FIG. 3B), the
algorithm may download the OCT scan data into a computer
and may enter the measured blood glucose levels. Upon
doing so, the algorithm may program the computer to
generate intensity plots of each averaged OCT scan over
time to visualize the results (see, e.g., the plots shown 1n
FIGS. 1 and 2). The algorithm then may manually select
potential pairs of oflsets and intervals for continuing the
correlation and calibration process, or the algorithm may
program the computer to automatically select potential pairs
of offsets and intervals 1n order to automate the process. At
S304 of FIG. 3B, the scattering coetflicient, 1, 1s computed
for each averaged OCT scan at a particular offset, interval
pair. For example, given the numbers 1n the above example,
cach offset, interval pair 1s associated with 100 averaged
OCT scans, and, thus, has 100 corresponding scattering
coeflicients, n_. The scattering coeflicients, u_, then may be
stored 1n computer-readable memory for later use.

When slope values of the i1dentified offset, interval pairs
are converted 1nto estimated blood glucose values (S305 of
FIG. 3B), the algonthm selects an averaged OCT scan
temporally located around a blood glucose measurement,
and 1nstructs the computer to compute the Pearson’s corre-
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lation coeflicient for each potential offset and interval pair
taken from the OCT scan. A contour plot 1s generated to
visualize the Pearson’s correlation coeflicients 1n relation to
each offset, interval pair, for example, as shown 1n FIG. 4.
In FIG. 4, the x-axis represents the potential oflsets, starting
at about 100 microns, and the y-axis represents the potential
intervals, starting at about 50 microns and increasing to
about 500 microns. From the plot generated (S305 of FIG.
3B), the regions of highest correlation can be seen. From the
plot of FIG. 4, the algorithm may choose one or more oflset
and 1nterval pairs with a desired Pearson’s correlation coet-
ficient to calibrate the OCT-based sensor (see e.g., S306 of
FIG. 3B).

The algorithm then may generate a contour plot for the
measured blood glucose levels and the averaged OCT scans
temporally located near the measured blood glucose level.
For example, given eight measured blood glucose levels, the
algorithm may select eight OC'T scans corresponding in time
to the eight measured blood glucose levels. The algorithm
calculates slopes associated with offset, interval pairs for
cach of the selected OCT scans. Thus, the algorithm gen-
erates sets of eight slopes for each potential offset, interval
pair. Correlating the sets of eight slopes to the eight mea-
sured blood glucose values, the algorithm generates a con-
tour plot of Pearson’s correlation coetlicients corresponding
to the oflset, interval pairs from the selected eight OCT scans
and eight measured blood glucose levels to reduce the
number of potential offset, interval pairs for calibrating the
OCT-based blood glucose monitor. Optionally, the algorithm
may choose several OCT scans temporally located near a
measured blood glucose level and average the slopes of the
OCTT scans for each offset, interval pair. The algorithm then
uses the averaged slopes to compute the Pearson’s correla-
tion coeflicients. For example, the algorithm may select
three OCT scans temporally located around one measured
blood glucose level and average the slopes of the three OCT
scans to obtain an averaged slope value for each oflset,
interval pair. The algorithm then computes Pearson’s corre-
lation coetlicients using the averaged slope values and the
measured blood glucose level for multiple offset, interval
pairs, and repeats the process of using three OCT scans
temporally located around each measured blood glucose
level.

By utilizing the Pearson’s correlation method, the algo-
rithm 1s able to maximize the correlation between the OCT
scan data and the measured blood glucose levels and may
choose an offset, iterval pair and the corresponding scat-
tering coetlicients, u_, that closely imaitate the variations in
the actual blood glucose levels (see, e.g., S306 of FIG. 3B).
For example, an algorithm may select one or more offset,
interval pairs with Pearson’s correlation coeflicients
between about 0.8 and about 1.0, and between about minus
0.8 (-0.8) and about minus 1.0 (-1.0). If the algorithm
wishes to narrow the correlated offset and interval pairs, the
algorithm may narrow the range of useful Pearson’s corre-
lation coeflicients, such as, for example, to a range of about
0.9 to about 1.0, and a range of about minus 0.9 (-0.9) to
about minus 1.0 (-1.0). As discussed above, high negative
Pearson’s correlation coeflicients represent a close correla-
tion between the OCT scan data and the measured blood
glucose levels, but differ from positive Pearson’s correlation
coellicients 1n that the negative values represent that the
change 1n the slope of the OCT signal 1s decreasing as the
change 1n the blood glucose level 1s increasing.

As shown 1n S307 of FIG. 3B, the algorithm selects an
optimal offset, interval pair using the generated contour
plot(s) and instructs the computer to generate a plot of the
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scattering coeflicients corresponding to the selected oflset,
interval pair for all of the averaged OC'T scans taken during
the testing time period, over the measured blood glucose
levels. FIG. § illustrates a plot of scattering coeflicients
corresponding to one optimal oflset, interval pair compared
to measured blood glucose levels. In FIG. 5, nineteen blood
glucose measurements were taken over a 190-minute time
period, as shown by each black square. The rise and fall in
the blood glucose line 1s due to the subject ingesting food
during the 190-minute time period. Each circle corresponds
to a scattering coeflicient, u., computed from the slope
associated with the selected offset, interval pair, for an
averaged OCT scan. In FIG. 5, scattering coeflicients, u.,
corresponding to about 125 averaged OCT scans, are rep-
resented by the circles. As shown 1n FIG. 5, the scattering
coellicients associated with the chosen oflset, interval pair
correlate closely (1.e., >95% confidence level) to the mea-
sured blood glucose levels.

Accordingly, at S308 of FIG. 3B, the algorithm then uses
the chosen oflset and 1nterval and corresponding scattering
coetlicients, pn_, to calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose
monitor. To calibrate the OCT-based blood glucose monitor,
estimated blood glucose levels are calculated by taking the
negative of the scattering coeflicient values for positively
correlated scattering coethicients, u. For anti-correlated
scattering coeflicients, estimated blood glucose levels are
calculated for the selected oflset and interval pair.

While the present disclosure has been described with
respect to what are some embodiments of the disclosure, 1t
1s to be understood that the disclosure 1s not limited to the
disclosed embodiments. To the contrary, the disclosure 1s
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements 1ncluded within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims. The scope of the following claims 1s to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

What 1s claimed 1s:
1. A method of estimating a blood analyte level using an
optical coherence tomography (OCT) device, the method
comprising:
receiving, from an OCT device, at least two OC'T scans of
an area ol biological tissue along a depth dimension,
the at least two OCT scans obtained at different times;

computing intensity differences between the at least two
OCT scans to generate an intensity difference plot;

selecting, based on one or more portions of the intensity
difference plot having large changes 1n 1ntensity, cor-
responding one or more portions of the at least two
OCT scans having large changes in intensity; and

estimating a blood analyte level based on a comparison of
the one or more portions of the at least two OCT scans
with OCT calibration data.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein selecting the corre-
sponding one or more portions of the at least two OCT scans
comprises 1dentifying regions of the intensity difference plot
where the large changes in intensity correlate with blood
vessels.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein selecting the corre-
sponding one or more portions of the at least two OCT scans
comprises 1dentifying regions of the intensity difference plot
where the large changes in intensity correlate with blood
analyte level changes.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the OCT calibration
data 1s generated based on correlations among previous OCT
scans and blood analyte measurements obtained indepen-
dently from the previous OCT scans.
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5. The method of claim 1, wherein blood analyte level
comprise a glucose level.
6. A method of estimating a blood analyte level using an
optical coherence tomography (OCT) device, the method
comprising:
receiving, from an OCT device, at least two OCT scans of
an area of biological tissue along a depth dimension,
the at least two OCT scans obtained at different times;

identifying at least one discontinuity in data associated
with the at least two OCT scans;

selecting one or more portions of the at least two OCT

scans corresponding to the at least one discontinuity;
and

estimating a blood analyte level based on a comparison of

the one or more portions of the at least two OC'T scans
with OCT calibration data.

7. The method of claim 6, wherein 1dentifying the at least
one discontinuity comprises:

generating a second derivative plot from the at least two
OCT scans; and

identifying the at least one discontinuity based on the

second derivative plot.

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the at least one
discontinuity correlates with a location of a tissue interface
transition.

9. The method of claim 6, wherein the at least one
discontinuity corresponds to changes 1n blood analyte levels.
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10. The method of claim 6, wherein the OCT calibration
data 1s generated based on correlations among previous OCT

scans and blood analyte measurements obtained indepen-
dently from the previous OCT scans.

11. The method of claim 6, wherein blood analyte level
comprise a glucose level.

12. A method of estimating a blood analyte level using an
optical coherence tomography (OCT) device, the method
comprising;

receiving, from an OCT device, at least two OCT scans of

an area ol biological tissue along a depth dimension,
the at least two OCT scans obtained at different times;
generating a Pearson plot to indicate correlations between
a plurality of OCT measurements at a plurality of
portions and depths of the at least two OCT scans; and
determining a first depth based on the Pearson plot;
selecting one or more portions of the at least two OCT
scans corresponding to the first depth; and
estimating a blood analyte level based on a comparison of
the one or more portions of the at least two OC'T scans
with OCT calibration data.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the OCT calibration
data 1s generated based on correlations among previous OCT
scans and blood analyte measurements obtained indepen-
dently from the previous OCT scans.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein blood analyte level
comprise a glucose level.
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