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LED LIGHT GLOBAL POSITIONING AND
ROUTING COMMUNICATION SYSTEM

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a Continuation application from U.S.
patent application Ser. No. 14/0350,763, filed Oct. 10, 2013,

1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 9,252,883, which 1s a Continuation
application from U.S. patent application Ser. No. 13/479,
703, 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,593,299 on Nov. 26, 2013,
which 1s a Continuation application from U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/126,589 1ssued as U.S. Pat. No. 8,188,879
on May 29, 2012, the contents of which 1s hereby incorpo-
rated by reference. U.S. Pat. No. 8,188,879 also claims

priority to U.S. provisional patent application Ser. No.
60/931,611 filed May 24, 2007, the disclosure of which 1s

expressly incorporated herein by reference.

STATEMENT AS TO RIGHTS TO INVENTIONS
MADE UNDER FEDERALLY SPONSORED
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT

Not applicable.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains generally to multiplex communi-
cations, and more particularly to versatile communications
incorporating GPS locations into data packet headers and
trailers. The data packet headers may then be transmitted
based upon physical location, and various comparisons may
be made between predetermined physical locations and
electronic markers and position indicators used for many
diverse, critical purposes. In more specific embodiments,
Visual Light Embedded Communications (VLEC) are com-
bined with GPS headers to provide many unexpected and
novel benefits.

DESCRIPTION OF THE RELATED ART

Communication and data sharing have been important to
humans throughout history. Cave writings, letters, books,
magazines, newspapers, telegrams, telephones, fax
machines, and Internet are all examples of the importance of
communication and data sharing. As speed, accuracy, dis-
tance, and sometimes size of the desired communication.
Increasingly, people are desiring this communication to be
possible anywhere, anytime, whether on the go or just 1n a
unique setting.

Currently, the main wireless method of communication
uses radio waves to transmit or receive information. Wire-
less access can be gained through local, low-power trans-
mitters, or through higher power cell phone towers which
can be many miles apart. The cell phone system poses
several well-known 1ssues, the first of which 1s coverage.
Presently, there are not enough towers to provide coverage
in all areas, creating a likelihood of dropped calls 1n certain
geographic areas. The possibility of dropped calls or
dropped signal 1s a distinct disadvantage, and, in fact, could
pose a hazard in the case of an emergency situation. The
1ssue of full coverage 1s further augmented by a sensitivity
to various types of radio frequency interference which also
interferes with reception. Radio frequency interference and
weak signals also raise the 1ssue of one receiving false
information, such as in the case of alternative information
being transmitted or key information being left out or
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dropped in the case of weak or variable transmissions.
Additionally, cell phone communications systems are quite
limited 1n bandwidth or capacity for high-speed data com-
munications.

Position determination may commonly be made using
either of two existing systems. One 1s satellite-based, known
as the Global Positioning System (GPS). Not only are
satellite systems expensive and subject to atmospheric inter-
ference, they have other limitations as well. One such
limitation 1s accuracy. GPS 1s accurate to within a couple
hundred feet horizontally, but many drivers using GPS
systems still find themselves frustrated when the GPS pro-
vides them with 1naccurate directions, either causing them to
arrive at the wrong destination, or being told to make a
U-turn after following directions because the GPS i1s not
accurate enough to correctly read the street that vehicle 1s
on. Furthermore, current GPS devices do not have the
capacity to store enough information to provide drivers with
more than a crude map, making the identification of where
one 1s unnecessarily diflicult. Systems have been developed
that conceptually provide photographic or even three-di-
mensional mapping and guidance, but storage of such data
drastically exceeds portable GPS equipment capacity.
Finally, satellites are not always accessible when there 1s not
a line of communication with the satellite. For exemplary
purposes, car-ports, overhangs, underpasses, garages, build-
ings and many other shelters and covers can interfere with
or completely 1nhibit satellite reception. These communica-
tions can be skewed or blocked undesirably.

The second system uses triangulation from cell phone
towers. This technique suffers from similar limitations of
accuracy and coverage as the satellite system. Whether using
GPS systems or cell phones, triangulation techniques are
typically only accurate within several hundred feet. Hori-
zontally, this precision 1s adequate for many applications.
However, vertically several hundred feet could encompass
twenty floors 1n an oflice, or apartment building, or many
floors 1n a parking garage. In the case of an emergency, such
as a fire or a medical emergency, knowing which floor or
level can make a crucial life-or-death difference.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In some embodiments, the present invention 1s generally
directed to light emitting diodes (LEDs) and applications
thereof. In particular, some embodiments of the present
invention are directed to using LEDs to generate light
signals including data packets comprising global positioning
system (GPS) location information.

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

According to the invention, there 1s provided an 1llumination
apparatus that 1s capable of i1lluminating a space and simul-
taneously capable of communicating through visible light
directly with a number of adjunct devices. In addition to
human communications, communications with adjunct
devices may eflect various convenience, safety, global posi-
tioning system routing systems (GPSRS), traflic control,
energy management and related functions.

The present invention creates a much more reliable and
accurate comparison for global positioning system (GPS) or
instrument thght rules (IFR), and similar systems and ser-
vices. Additionally, the present invention verifies data 1n real
time through such a comparison. The present invention also
incorporates improved real-time tracking of addresses which
can be stationary or dynamic in their physical location,
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especially and 1s useful for identification of location based
services that require the exact location of a vehicle or
individual such as emergency vehicle repair services. The
present 1invention ties data packets to geographic locations
on a real-time basis rather than using cyber translations. As
a corollary thereto, the present invention in real-time rec-
ognizes packeted information and the location of a vehicle
or individual using accommodating technology. The present
invention also includes the ability to use “mesh-network-
ing,” reducing data packet tratlic on the “Network Back-
bone.” The present invention incorporates the use real time
locating systems for humans, permitting electronic monitor-
ing and locating i1n or after emergency situations, or for
simple real-time locators. Similarly, inamimate objects such
as vehicles may be tracked through the network and
accounted for automatically, using less sophisticated com-
munications tags. Additionally, the present invention has the
ability for unauthorized infrastructure detection, using an
address system 1dentitying the location of the device (GPS),
a unique serial number, and a goverming infrastructure list
which may “lock out” devices not on the governming list. On
an open road that 1s particularly useful because all can drive
on the road but only those with authorization may access any
data packets and only those with higher levels of clearance
may alter the information. The present invention addition-
ally 1includes suflicient communication bandwidth to incor-
porate smart video integration. Furthermore, the present
invention has the ability to track an origin address upon
receiving it, verilying the source in real time.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The foregoing and other objects, advantages, and novel
features of the present invention may be understood and
appreciated by reference to the following detailed descrip-
tion of the invention, taken 1n conjunction with the accom-
panying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 illustrates a projected environmental view of one
embodiment of a Global Positioning System Routing Sys-
tem or GPSRS system.

FIG. 2 illustrates a data packet structure incorporating
GPS location information into the header and trailer.

FIG. 3 illustrates from top view a street lamp 1llumination
and communications system operative with a vehicle trav-
eling therein.

FIG. 4 1llustrates an 1sometric plan view of an embodi-
ment of an information transmission corridor 1n accord with
the teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 5 1llustrates an 1sometric plan view of an embodi-
ment of a street light post light post 1n accord with the
teachings of the present invention.

FIG. 6 1s a detail view of a name tag in an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Manifested in the preferred embodiment GPSRS 100, the
present mnvention provides visible light 1n combination with
embedded communications. The embedded communica-
tions 1n accord with an embodiment of the invention further
incorporate GPS routing information into communications
networks. In accord with the present invention, there are two
types of lights: static or stationary lights, such as a street
lamps 104-109, or dynamic moving lights such as automo-
bile lights found in vehicles 102 and patrol car 103. Sta-
tionary lights such as street lamps 104-109 are fitted with

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

4

LED illumination and integral data communications,
referred to herein as Visible Light Embedded Communica-
tions (VLEC). The physical location of each stationary light,
in the form of GPS coordinates, 1s stored within that light 1n
clectronic form, preferably using Read-Only Memory
(ROM) or the like, such that the address may not later be
altered or tampered with. An address 1s a GPS location of the
stationary light along with 1ts unique manufacturer’s embed-
ded serial number. A computational system 1ncorporating a
microprocessor or the like 1s programmed to provide nec-
essary communications functions to communicate through
modulation of light emanating from the stationary light
when 1nterrogated by a client optical device. The client
optical device may be another stationary light, or may
alternatively be a moving light.

The preferred embodiment GPSRS 100, through retrieval
of the GPS location, 1s capable of location determination
resolution of a moving light to a single light fixture, and the
light fixture 1s readily identifiable by GPS coordinates and
serial number. Therefore, embodiments designed in accord
with the teachings of the present invention have much more
exact pinpointing than heretofore available. GPSRS 100
may be used to locate a person or vehicle immediately, even
in a large area and/or among a large crowd, and can keep
track of a large population simultaneously. Large bandwidth
1s afforded by optical communications, and permits video
signals to be integrated where so desired.

Since location may be relatively precisely discerned,
street lamps 104-109 or other appropriate street lamps may
in one embodiment be configured to change color, flash, or
otherwise be visually changed or mamipulated to assist with
directional guidance, personnel or intruder identification,
energy management, or even to facilitate the meeting and
connection of individuals. Each street lamp will incorporate
at least one and possibly a plurality of optical transmitter
LEDs and at least one and possibly a plurality of optical
detectors.

A preferred optical transmitter, in accord with the present
invention, preferably comprises at least one optical LED,
and most preferably comprises an RGB LED array, desig-
nating that the LED includes Red, Green, and Blue which
are the primary additive colors from which all other colors
including white may be produced. For exemplary purposes
only, an optical transmitter may comprise discrete LEDs of
ecach primary color, or may alternatively be a single RGB
LED array integrated onto a common die group, taking the
physical form of a single LED. Furthermore, more than one
RGB LED array may be integrated upon a single die group
or within a common package or optical transmitter, as may
be deemed most appropnate. In practice, there 1s no limit to
the number of RGB LEDs that may be used, other than
physical size and available space limitations, and thermal
dissipation capacity and power requirement constraints.

By controlling the relative power applied to each one of
the RGB LED arrays, different colors may be produced.
Color televisions and computer momnitors, for example,
incorporate very small red, green and blue (RGB) dots
adjacent to each other. To produce white regions on the
screen, all three RGB dots are 1lluminated. Black dots are the
result of none of the RGB dots being illuminated. Other
colors are produced by illuminating one or more of the dots
at different relative levels, or alternatively controlling how
many closely adjacent dots of one primary color are fully
illuminated relatively to the other two primary colors. The
display of different colors can be used as a part of a visual
signaling system, using particular colors as indicators of
particular information.
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While other options exist for producing white light from
LEDs, the use of an RGB LED absent of phosphors 1is
preferred for most applications of the present invention. Not
only 1s color of the light easily controlled using well-known
RGB technology, but also by their very nature phosphors
tend to slow down the rate at which an LED may be
illuminated and extinguished due to phosphor latencies. For
the purposes of the present invention, where an optical
communications channel 1s created using optical transmitter
LEDs, higher data transfer rates may be obtained with more
rapid control of i1llumination levels. Consequently, 11 phos-
phors are used in the generation of light, and 1f faster data
exchange rates through optical communications are desired,
these phosphors will preferably be very fast lighting and
extinguishing.

An optical detector may either be a broad spectrum
detector or alternatively color-filtered or sensitive to only a
single color. The detector will be any of the many known 1n
the art, the particular selection which will be determined by
well-known considerations such as sensitivity, reliability,
availability, cost and other consideration.

Greater details regarding the optical communications are
found 1n our commonly assigned and co-pending patent
applications 1dentified below and filed simultaneously here-
with, the contents and teachings which are incorporated
herein by reference 1n entirety.

This application 1s related to the patent application
entitled “LED Light Communication System,” patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/126,529, filed May 23, 2008, 1ssued as
U.S. Pat. No. 8,188,878 on May 29, 2012 which 1s 1ncor-
porated by reference herein in its entirety. The present
application 1s also related to the patent application entitled
“LED Light Dongle Communication System,” patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/126,227, filed May 23, 2008, 1ssued as
U.S. Pat. No. 8,687,965 on Apr. 1, 2014 which 1s 1ncorpo-
rated herein by reference 1n 1ts entirety. Further, the present
application 1s related to the patent application entitled
“Building Illumination Apparatus with Integrated Commu-
nications, Security and Energy Management,” patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 12/126,342, filed May 23, 2008, now aban-
doned, which 1s incorporated herein by reference in 1its
entirety. The present application 1s related to the patent
application entitled “LED Light Interior Room and Building
Communication System,” patent application Ser. No.
12/126,647, filed May 23, 2008, now abandoned, which 1s
incorporated by reference herein 1t its entirety. Further the
present application 1s also related to the patent application
entitled “LED Light Broad Band Over Power Ser. No.
12/126,469, filed May 23, 2008, now abandoned, which 1s
incorporated by reference herein 1n 1ts entirety.

Applicant additionally incorporates by reference herein
patent application Ser. No. 10/646,853, filed Aug. 22, 2003,

U.S. Pat. No. 7,439,847, which claims the benefit of provi-
sional patent application nos. 60/405,592 and 60/405,379,
both filed Aug. 23, 2002, the disclosures of all three being
expressly incorporated herein by reference. Further, Appli-
cant incorporates by reference herein patent application Ser.
No. 12/032,908, filed Feb. 18, 2008, now abandoned, which
1s continuation of patent application Ser. No. 11/433,979,

filed May 15, 2006, now abandoned, which 1s a continuation
of patent application Ser. No. 11/102,989, filed Apr. 11,

2005, now 1ssued U.S. Pat. No. 7,046,160, which 1s a
division of patent application Ser. No. 09/993,040, filed Nov.
14, 2001, now 1ssued U.S. Pat. No. 6,879,263, which claims
the benefit of provisional patent application No. 60/248,894,
filed Nov. 15, 2000, the entire contents of each being
expressly incorporated herein by reference.
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Street lamps 104-109 may be used to transmit one or more
kinds of data, including i1dentity, location, audio and video
information, and various data signals. The data signals may
arise through communications within a Local Area Network
(LAN), sometimes referred to as an Intranet. The data may
additionally or alternatively arise through communication
with a Wide Area Network (WAN), commonly describing a
network coupling widely separated physical locations which
are connected together through any suitable connection,
including for exemplary purposes but not solely limited
thereto such means as fiber optic links, T1 lines, Radio
Frequency (RF) links including cellular telecommunications
links, satellite connections, DSL connections, or even Inter-
net connections. Generally, where more public means such
as the Internet are used, secured access will commonly
separate the WAN from general Internet traflic. The data
may further arise through communications with the Internet.

FIG. 2 illustrates a sample data packet 140, having a
destination address 141 that incorporates a desired GPS
destination. LTA (Last light transceiver Transmission
Address) 142, addition overhead 143, data 144, overhead
145 and origin address 146 round out the sample data packet
140. Since data packet 140 includes 1n destination address
141 a GPS identifier, each street lamp can simply read the
address, and based upon the address which 1s a physical
address, determine which direction to forward the data
packet, to an appropriate adjacent street lamp. If the station-
ary street lamp has an Internal Location Address (ILA)
closer to the data packet destination address than the LTA
code stored within the data packet address code, then the
stationary street lamp will insert i1ts ILA code into the data
packet address code as the new LTA code, and then forward
the entire data packet to the next closer street lamp. No
central look-up or translation 1s required of the origin and
destination addresses, vastly reducing the computational
effort of forwarding data packets. Furthermore, the data 1s
communicated in a mesh-fashion, where each street lamp
directly communicates with adjacent lamps and does not
require central communications or processing. As a result,
with little 11 any infrastructure required, other than VLEC
illumination and appropriate processors and programming
for each street lamp, signals may be quickly and directly
routed from origin to destination.

Further in accord with the present invention, users of the
system, which may be dynamic, may declare one or more
static positions and have a dynamic position at any time.
GPSRS 100 will track the user as he passes static lights,
similar to that of cell phones 1n relation to their towers. Each
user of the system can determine at any point what his static
address 1s. A static address can be your oflice, your bedroom,
your home, wherever 1t makes practical sense. The network
should be comprised of a physical resolution practical for all
foreseen applications. When a user leaves his static address
to traverse through the infrastructure, he then becomes
dynamic. If a packet of data comes to his static address, it
will then be informed as to where his dynamic address 1s.

Technmiques of forwarding and locating, considered or
used for exemplary purposes with cellular telephones and
other mobile systems, may be considered incorporated
herein for purposes of enablement. However, 1n the present
invention, it 1s further conceived that static components such
as lights may preferably incorporate suflicient computer
memory storage and processing capability to store basic
information on each dynamic user who designates that static
component as the “home” or base location. When a dynamic
user leaves communication with the base location, and with
cach change to another static host, the dynamic user will
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preferably automatically communicate the current static
address back to the dynamic user’s base. When a data packet
arrives at the static base, the base can simply change the
destination address 141 to reflect the current location of the
dynamic user. Once the dynamic user receives the data
packet, communications may be made directly with the
sender, rather than always routing through the dynamic
user’s base. To reduce the likelihood for dropped data
packets, 1t 1s also desirable that some or all of the static
components include mnformation on recent dynamic clients.
In other words, 11 a dynamic client changes static locations
during the time a data packet 1s in transit from a base to the
dynamic client, the packet will become lost. If, instead, the
static components also track movement of dynamic clients
to the next adjacent static host, then the static host would
simply once more change the destination address, this time
to the adjacent static host, which will then communicate the
packet to the dynamic client.

Since optical communications channels 113 may be
formed between any lights within optical reach, static or
dynamic, a system 1s established where a collection of lights
working together can broadcast-rather than being limited to
a stationary address. Consequently, communications can
occur, for exemplary purposes, between widely spaced street
lights that cannot directly communicate, when such lights
are bridged by a suflicient number of dynamic lights such as
from automobiles 102 therebetween.

The present invention reduces overhead of mfirastructure
because it requires no translation. It removes the need for
overhead management. Each packet knows its destination,
the closest light. Presently, for example, cell phones must
communicate with the closest towers, which may be many
miles away, both for caller and destination, requiring many
cables. With the new system, a cell phone would be
informed of GPS and connect directly to the closest source.

The present invention 1s also simpler. According to the
“last mile” concept, a large majority of the cost occurs 1n the
last mile of transmission. With this system, the last mile 1s
nearly free. The last mile develops itself.

The present invention has the ability to monitor in real
time historically established GPS addresses at one or many
street lights, and compare those addresses to currently
calculated addresses. This comparison will preferably occur
on a continuous basis, and can provide a cross-check for
various position determining systems. Among these are the
entire GPS infrastructure, and also various perhaps older
airport systems such as IFR navigational tools and the like.
In fact, nearly any electronic position detection system can
be monitored through comparisons with established GPS
locations determined at the time of set-up or installation of
street lamps or other appropriate i1llumination devices. This
monitoring can be very useful not only to detect potentially
failled or improperly operating components, but also to
provide emergency infrastructure in the event of jamming or
skewing of the primary position locating system, 1rrespec-
tive of whether the jamming, skewing or malfunctions are
accidental or terroristic. Desirably, 1f a discrepancy 1is
detected between static devices of the present invention such
as light posts 104-109 and a position determining system
such as GPS or IFR devices, then a communication will
preferably be 1nitiated to notify appropriate personnel.

FIG. 3 illustrates an energy management method in
accord with the teachings of the present invention, whereby
when a section of road 115 1s otherwise generally vacant, a
large number of street lights may be dimmed or extin-
guished. Street lights 120-128 are preferably programmed to
turn on and off as circumstances dictate. Busy 1ntersections
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and metropolitan areas will have a large number of street
lights. These lights, 1n accord with an embodiment of the
invention, will have power lines with data carriers provided
therewith, such as Broadband-over-Power Line (BPL) or the
like. Static GPS locations are preferably encoded into each
light 120-128. A vehicle 102 driving through an area with
street lights could interact with and automatically 1lluminate
only those lights needed for travel. As vehicle 102 pro-
gresses down road 115, lights behind may be no longer
needed and so may be programmed to turn off Consequently,
cach of street lights 120-128 could function variably from O
to 100% as needed. As 1s shown 1n FIG. 3, street lights 120,
121 significantly behind vehicle 102 are producing less
illumination 220, 221. Immediately behind vehicle 102
street light 122 1s also starting to decrease 1llumination 222.
Lights 123, 124 immediately next to and close in front of
vehicle 102 preferably function at, or close to 100%, pro-
ducing larger amounts of illumination 223, 224. Going
farther 1n front of vehicle 102, lights 125, 126 are most
preferably not yet to full function, though close, giving ol
partial light 225, 226. In such a manner, with street lights
brightening as a vehicle 102 approaches and dimming and
eventually extinguishing after vehicle 102 passes, a moving
“bubble” of i1llumination surrounds vehicle 102.

Additionally, 1n the case of a lighted intersection, addi-
tional lights on the cross-road may also be triggered to light
up, providing vehicle 102 with a clear view of any possible
cross-traflic, vehicle or otherwise. With appropriate central
computer control and programming which will be readily
understood and achieved by those skilled 1n the computer
arts, the 1llumination of these neighboring lights can be
increased, to provide sufficient illumination to ensure the
satety of vehicle 102. Since different persons will have
different desires regarding the extent of adjacent 1llumina-
tion, an embodiment of the present invention may 1ncorpo-
rate custom programming of such features by individual
vehicle 102, or within standard preset selections, such as
“cautious” where a relatively large number of lights are
illuminated adjacent to vehicle 102, or “carefree,” where
only a minimum number of lights are 1lluminated. Again, the
level of illumination may additionally vary with relation to
the vehicle, the geometry of the road space, in accord with
personal preferences, or for other reasons.

[1lumination control 1n the preferred embodiment 1s the
result of programming and data communication between
LED illumination 130 from automobile 102 and street lights
120-128. However, 1n one embodiment street lights 120-128
may simply sense the presence of 1llumination 130, whether
carrying embedded communications or not. In such case,
street lights 120-128 would also illuminate for a person
walking with a flashlight.

While the present invention may be used 1n combination
with existing structures, FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate two pos-
sible configurations of lights created optimally for optical
communication. Both preferred embodiment lights 400, 500
are designed for LED lights that may be powered by or
backed-up by solar energy panels 402, 502, respectively,
though they may alternatively or additionally rely upon
power conduits 405, 505. These lights may be designed to
operate 1n an emergency communications mode using very
short duty cycle pulses 1n the event of an emergency back-up
or loss of power line power, or even continuously 1n the low
power mode 1f there are not suflicient battery reserves
available. An exemplary emergency power operation 1s
illustrated and described 1n my co-pending applications
incorporated herein above by reference. The light 1llustrated
in FI1G. 4 most preferably provides focused light as an output
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at transmitter 422, and a receiver 420. As a result, light 400
may serve as a relay. One or more focused outputs may be
provided, and additional receivers may also be provided.

The light illustrated 1n FIG. 5 1s preferably a street light

or the like, and may include not only a broad i1llumination
pattern from a Visible Light Embedded Communications
(VLEC) source 510, but may further be provided with
recervers and transmitters for focused beams, similar to 410,
420 of FIG. 4.
For LED lights as discussed herein to replace an existing
bulb, regardless of type, and benefit from the many features
enabled 1n the preferred embodiment, communications cir-
cuitry must also be provided. This communications circuitry
1s necessary to properly 1lluminate each of the red, green and
blue LEDs to desired color and to transport data through
optical communication channel 113.

Location based services within a VLEC infrastructure will
additionally include improved and secure content. One
example 1s a consumer shopping mall where general con-
sumers can walk around and discover the exact location of
the goods or services they need. This 1s accomplished by
simply providing a portal for any business to place infor-
mation about their goods and services. The information 1s
then incorporated into the BPL infrastructure by means of
application controlling devices which links to the overall
oflice or place of business VLEC grid. Another 1s 1n a major
oflice complex where security personnel can identify per-
sonnel 1n other offices as they patrol the grounds by simply
having the information provided to them in real time. With
all business personnel having an assigned badge with VLEC
technology, the system can locate individuals in meetings
and alert them 1f needed. Personal Navigation devices will
have the added advantage of providing improved coordina-
tion and collaboration methods by providing an increase in
friend to friend location services. A friend to friend location
service 1s an optional service whereby a personal list of
friends or family members equipped with VLEC technology
GPSRS devices can be created 1n a data base and that data
base 1s managed by the group participants. When needed
they utilize a VLEC GPSRS client device that associates
with a VLEC host and then with a connection of some form
through a controller in the home that connects or interfaces
over BPL to the Internet. The Information will then traverse
the Internet and arrive at the predetermined location based
on a designed collaboration (containing all Internet protocol
addresses subnets and Ports designed for this purpose) by
the Friends involved to create this network. The Controlling
device will contain reference, relationship, awareness or
look-up tables and establish 1n a fraction of a second, the
location of the entity they are seeking. A separate database
1s compiled by businesses that opt into this service similar to
today’s location based services which can provide the user
with a given experience sought after by the business: (sales
of goods or services). This information 1s then embedded or
encapsulated into the data stream and transceived through-
out the Internet. Today’s cumbersome RF calculations
require algorithmic math computations that are constantly
changing and therefore reduce the accuracy of locating the
device 1n real-time. A reference back to the previous or last
known location requires constant updates. Couple this with
the inherent latencies of today’s devices and eflectiveness 1s
reduced. Based on RF applications, an individual may
measure the RSSI (radio signal strength indicator) and relate
this information to another calculation table before the
system can apply probable table coordinates in order to
perform a triangulation calculation of the client device. The
RF Location based services rely heavily on assisted GPS
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technology. This technology 1s very taxing and expensive on
computers, and contributes to a poor economy of scale
approach for businesses. GPSRS will embed location infor-
mation.

A plurality of light supports or solitary light sources may
be electrically coupled 1n either a parallel or series manner
to a controller. The controller 1s also preferably 1n electrical
communication with the power supply and the LEDs, to
regulate or modulate the light intensity for the LED light
sources. The individual LEDs and/or arrays of LEDs may be
used for transmission of communication packets formed of
light signals. The server optical XCVR and the client optical
XCVR are substantially similar in at least one embodiment.
An exemplary optical XCVR (or, simply, “XCVR”) circuit
includes one or more LEDs for transmission of light and one
or more photodetectors for receiving transmitted light.

The LEDs may be bi-directional. In at least one embodi-
ment, the optical XCVR 1s comprised of bi-directional
LEDs. In such an embodiment, the optical XCVR 1s con-
structed and arranged such that at least one of the bi-
directional LEDs allows parallel transmitting and receiving
of light signals.

The LED light sources described in relation to any

embodiment herein may be electrically coupled to each
other using parallel or series electrical connections for
electrical communication to a centrally located controller
and power source.
In some embodiments, the optical XCVR associated with
the clock, for example, 1s constructed and arranged such that
cach photodiode acts as a separate receiver channel. In at
least one embodiment, the optical XCVR associated with the
clock, for example, 1s constructed and arranged such that
cach LED acts as a separate transmission channel.

It should be noted that in some embodiments, the LED
can both emit and receive light. In such an embodiment, the
LED can act both as a transmitter or receiver. More infor-
mation on such bi-directional LEDs can be found in U.S.
Pat. No. 7,072,587, the entire contents of which are
expressly incorporated herein by reference.

In at least one embodiment, the name tag of FIG. 6 1s
embedded with a unique code, similar 1n principle to the
MAC address of a computer, for example. Thus, every name
tag has a unique identifier. The name tag broadcasts the
unique code at regular intervals, or irregular intervals if
desired. Optical XCVRs located within the user’s building
and near the user can then receive the unique code trans-
mitted by the name tag. Badge 170 1s illustrated in greater
detail in FIG. 6, and may include features commonly found
in standard security identification badges, including but not
limited to such attributes as a photograph 1100 of the person
assigned to the badge, and i1ndicia such as employee 1den-
tification or number 1200, name 1220, and business or entity
logos 1240. Business or entity logos 1240, or other compo-
nents may integrate anti-counterfeiting technology as may
be available or known for such diverse applications as
passports, driver’s licenses, currency and other applications.
Commonly used devices include holograms, watermarks,
special materials or unique threads, and embedded non-
alterable electronic, visible, sonic or other identification
codes. An optical transmitter 1300 and receiver 1320 are
most preferably provided and enable communication over
optical communications channel 156. A microphone, loud-
speaker, microphone and speaker combination, or dual-
purpose device 1400 may be provided to integrate an
auditory communication channel between communication
badge 170 and nearby living beings or other animate or
inanimate objects. A video camera 1420 may be incorpo-
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rated to capture video or still pictures. A video display 1500
may additionally be incorporated into communication badge
170, permitting information 1520 to be displayed thereon,
which could for exemplary purposes could comprise either
text or graphics.

While the foregoing details what 1s felt to be the pretferred
embodiment of the invention, no material limitations to the
scope of the claamed 1nvention are intended. Further, fea-
tures and design alternatives that would be obvious to one of
ordinary skill 1n the art are considered to be incorporated
herein. The scope of the invention 1s set forth and particu-
larly described 1n the claims hereinbelow.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An LED light and communication system comprising:

at least one optical transceiver, the at least one optical
transceiver comprising:

at least one light emitting diode and at least one photo-
detector attached thereto, the at least one light emitting
diode generating 1llumination, said illumination com-
prising a plurality of flashes of illumination, said
flashes of 1llumination not being observable to the
unaided eyes of an individual;

a processor 1n communication with the at least one light
emitting diode and the at least one photodetector, the
processor being constructed and arranged to regulate
said plurality of flashes of i1llumination into at least one
communication signal; and

said LED light and communication system further com-
prising a destination optical transceiver, said at least
one communication signal comprising a destination
optical transceiver location address, said destination
optical transceiver location address comprising global
positioning system location information.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one optical
transceiver 1s an origin optical transceiver, and wherein the
at least one communication signal includes global position-
ing system (GPS) location information for said origin optical
transceiver.

3. The system of claim 2, the LED light and communi-
cation system further comprising a second optical trans-
ceiver, the second optical transceiver having a second opti-
cal transceiver location address, wherein the at least one
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communication signal includes global positioning system
(GPS) location information for the second optical trans-
cerver location address.

4. The system of claim 3, the at least one communication
signal comprising at least one data packet, said at least one
data packet comprising global positioning system location
information.

5. The system of claim 4, wherein the second optical
transceiver 1s located between said origin optical transceiver
and said destination optical transceiver.

6. The system of claim 5, the LED light and communi-
cation system further comprising a third optical transceiver,
the third optical transceiver having a third optical transceiver
location address, wherein the at least one communication
signal includes global positioning system (GPS) location
information for the third optical transceiver location address,
said third optical transceiver being positioned between said
second optical transceiver and said destination optical trans-
ceiver, wherein said third optical transceiver i1s constructed
and arranged to modily said at least one data packet to
identify said third optical transceiver location address as a
preceding optical transceiver transmission address.

7. The system of claim 4, the at least one data packet
comprising global positioning system (GPS) routing infor-
mation.

8. The system of claim 4, said processor being constructed
and arranged to read a transmitted data packet received by
said at least one photodetector from another optical trans-
ceiver and to determine a direction for re-transmission of
said transmitted data packet.

9. In combination, the system of claim 1 and a broadband
over power line communications system.

10. The combination of claim 9, wherein the LED light
and communication system 1s 1n communication with an
operating system for a structure.

11. The combination of claim 10, wherein the LED light
and communication system 1s 1n communication with a
security system for a structure.

12. The combination of claim 11, wherein the LED light
and communication system 1s 1n communication with a
security system for a structure and an operating system for
the structure.
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