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(57) ABSTRACT

A monitoring device and a method of operating the moni-
toring device are disclosed. The monitoring device includes
a first substrate adapted to be secured to a structure, a second
substrate, and a third substrate disposed between the first and

the second substrates. The monitoring device further
includes an electronic circuit athixed to the third substrate,
wherein the electronic circuit comprises at least one light
emitting device and a processor, and the at least one light
emitting device 1s positioned such that light emitted thereby
1s directed outwardly through the second substrate. The
processor selects a plurality binary values to transmit, and in
response, to operates the at least one light emitting device in
one of an on state and off state in accordance with each
binary value.
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MONITORING DEVICE AND METHOD OF
OPERATING A MONITORING DEVICE TO
TRANSMIT DATA

FIELD OF DISCLOSURE

The present subject matter relates to a monitoring device
and a method of operating the monitoring device to transmit
data, and more particularly, to a monitoring device that uses
light-based communications to transmit data.

BACKGROUND

An object may be exposed to one or more ambient
environmental conditions that can damage or otherwise
adversely aflect the object. A party, such as an owner or other
having an interest in the object, may wish to determine
whether the object was so exposed. Some goods may be
particularly susceptible to damage from external forces or
environmental extremes. For example, glassware, electronic
instruments, mechanical parts, and the like may be damaged
if dropped or subjected to excessive acceleration. Similarly,
electronics, liquids, and pharmaceuticals may be harmed if
exposed to temperatures and/or humidity outside of prede-
termined ranges.

Further, damage to a good may not be apparent simply by
inspecting the good. Exposure to forces or extremes in
temperature may not cause visually perceptible changes, but
may affect the operating characteristics, eflectiveness, and/
or longevity of the good. For example, the effectiveness of
a pharmaceutical or an electronic component may be altered
i exposed to extreme temperatures. Similarly, electronic
boards 1n a device may become unseated from connectors 1
such device 1s subjected to excessive acceleration, as may
occur from being dropped or jostled.

In addition, when a customer reports to a seller that the
good was already damaged upon receipt by the customer, 1t
may be diflicult to ascertain when such damage occurred,
and who 1s accountable for such damage. In particular, 1t
may be diflicult to confirm whether the damage to the good
occurred when the good was 1n storage before sale, while the
good was 1n transit, or after the recipient received the good.

Monitoring devices have been developed that can monitor
the environmental conditions to which the good 1s exposed
during storage and/or shipment. Typical monitoring devices
include a processor, memory, and one or more sensors. Such
a device may include an accelerometer to measure any
forces acting on the device, an environmental sensor that
measures, for example, the temperature and/or humidity in
the environment surrounding the device, a chemical sensor
to detect the presence of certain chemicals, and the like.
Such a device may be aflixed to a package to be shipped, and
a processor 1n the device periodically polls the one or more
sensors to acquire therefrom measurements associated with
forces acting on the package and/or the environmental
conditions. The processor then records such measurements
and a timestamp of when such measurement was acquired 1n
the memory, creating a log that can later be analyzed to
determine 11 the good was subjected to extraordinary forces
and/or environmental conditions.

In some cases, the monitoring device may include a Radio
Frequency Identification Device (RFID) transceiver. To
transmit the measurements and timestamps recorded 1n the
memory of such monitoring device to a computer or another
device for further analysis, the processor transfers such data
from the memory to a bufler memory associated with the
RFID transceiver and directs the RFID transceiver to trans-
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2

mit the data from the bufler memory. An RFID reading
device receives such data and provides the data to the user.
Such data may be analyzed to determine 1f the package
encountered extraordinary forces and/or environmental con-
ditions. The capacity of the bufler memory of an RFID
transceiver may be substantially less than the amount of data
to be transmitted. If a large amount of data must be trans-
ferred, the processor must divide such data into segments,
and repeatedly fill the buffer memory with data associated
with a segment and direct the RFID transceiver to send the
data 1n the bufler. Repeatedly filling and sending segments
in this manner decreases the overall communications rate of
the RFID transceiver.

Other types of communications technologies such as Wik1
or Bluetooth may be used that efliciently transfer large
amounts of data. However, such technologies typically
require expensive components and/or a battery with suitli-
cient capacity, which may add to the bulk and/or cost of the
monitoring device, and thus may not be commercially
feasible.

SUMMARY

According to one aspect, a monitoring device includes a
first substrate adapted to be secured to a structure, a second
substrate, and a third substrate disposed between the first and
the second substrates. The monitoring device further
includes an electronic circuit athixed to the third substrate,
wherein the electronic circuit comprises at least one light
emitting device and a processor, and the at least one light
emitting device 1s positioned such that light emitted thereby
1s directed outwardly through the second substrate. The
processor 1s adapted to select a plurality of binary values to
transmit, and in response, to operate the at least one light
emitting device in one of an on state and off state 1n
accordance with each binary value.

According to another aspect, a method of operating a
monitoring device that includes an electronic circuit affixed
to a substrate, wherein the electronic circuit comprises at
least one light emitting device and a processor, includes the
steps of selecting a plurality of binary values to transmit, and
operating the at least one light emitting device 1n one of an
on state and an ofl state 1n accordance with each binary
value.

Other aspects and advantages will become apparent upon
consideration of the following detailed description and the

attached drawings wherein like numerals designate like
structures throughout the specification.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an i1sometric view of a monitoring device
disposed on a surface and a receiving device;

FIG. 2A 1s an 1sometric view of the monitoring device of
FIG. 1 disposed on an external surface of a structure;

FIG. 2B 1s an 1sometric view of the monitoring device of
FIG. 1 disposed on an internal surface of a structure;

FIG. 3 1s an 1sometric view of the monitoring device of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s an exploded 1sometric view of the monitoring
device of FIG. 1;

FIGS. 5A and 5B are timing diagrams to illustrate opera-
tion of the monitoring device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 6 1s a state diagram of operating states of the
monitoring device of FIG. 1;
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FIG. 7 1s a flowchart of processing undertaken by a
processor of the monitoring device of FIG. 1 to transmit

data;

FIG. 8A 1s an 1sometric view of an embodiment of the
receiving device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8B 1s a plan view of the receiving device of FIG. 8A;

FI1G. 9 1s a plan view of an embodiment of the monitoring
device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 10 1s a plan view of another embodiment of the
receiving device of FIG. 1;

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart of processing undertaken by a
processor of the monitoring device of FIG. 9 to transmit
data;

FIG. 12 1s an 1sometric view of the monitoring device of
FIG. 1 disposed on top of the receiving device of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 13 1s an 1sometric view of the monitoring device of
FIG. 1 disposed on an object, and the receiving device of
FIG. 1 positioned over the monmitoring device.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

A momnitoring device as disclosed herein monitors the
environment 1 which an object 1s disposed at least at a
particular point 1n time, and more preferably, over a period
of time. The monitoring device includes a processor,
memory, one or more sensor(s), one or more actuator(s), and
one or more indicator(s) such as one or more light emitting
device(s) such as light emitting diodes (LEDs). The one or
more sensor(s) can measure, for example, the presence of
airborne pollutants and/or odors, the temperature and/or the
humidity 1 the ambient environment surrounding the
device, the acceleration to which the monitoring device 1s
subjected, and the like. Such a device may be aflixed or
placed on a surface of an object (e.g., an interior surface of
a room or vehicle, an interior of a package, an exterior
surface of a package, etc.) and activated using the one or
more actuator(s). The processor 1n the device periodically
polls the sensor(s) to acquire measurements therefrom asso-
ciated with one or more ambient condition(s). The processor
records in the memory such measurements and a timestamp
of when each such measurement was acquired to create a
log. In addition, the processor may evaluate such measure-
ment to determine 1f the monitoring device has been sub-
jected to an environmental condition or action that 1s above
or below a particular limit defining, for example, an accept-
able range. The processor may actuate the one or more light
emitting device(s) to indicate the result of such evaluation.
Further, as described 1n detail below, the one or more light
emitting devices may be used to transmit data representing
the log to another device.

More specifically, referring to FIGS. 1, 2A, and 2B, a
monitoring device 100 1s disposed on a surface 102. The
monitoring device 100 may be temporarily placed on the
surface 102 or the monitoring device 100 may be tempo-
rarily or permanently atlixed to the surface 102. The surface
102 may be, for example, an outer surface 102 (FIG. 2A) of
an object 104, an inner surface 102 (FIG. 2B) of an object
106, or any other portion thereof. It should be noted that the
object 102 or 106 may be a vehicle, a package, a wall or
other surface 1in a room or other environment, a finished or
an unfinished good or goods, whether packaged or not, or
any other article or articles. As described below, the moni-
toring device 100 may be configured to store data repre-
senting a log of exposure of the device 100, and therefore the
surface 102, to one or more ambient influences or a lack of
such exposure at one or more points 1n time in a memory of
the device 102 or 1in another device (whether local or remote
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4

from the device 102). The ambient influence(s) may include
an environmental condition, a force, disposition of the object
100 in one or more particular orientations, or any other
influence that can be detected as noted in greater detail
hereinafter.

The monitoring device 100 includes an actuator 108 that
when actuated directs the processor to begin collecting data
regarding the ambient influence(s) to which the monitoring
device 100 1s exposed (or not exposed), and record such data
in the memory of the monitoring device 100. The monitoring
device 100 also includes one or more indicator(s) 110 such
as light emitting devices (LEDs) disclosed hereinafter that
may be actuated by the processor to indicate whether the
monitoring device 100, and therefore the surface 102, has
been exposed to an ambient influence and, 1n some cases, the
degree or amount of such influence.

In some embodiments, an operator may actuate the actua-
tor 108 1n a predetermined pattern to cause the processor to
illuminate the one or more light emitting devices 110 1n a
sequence that represents the data recorded in the memory,
and 1n this manner, transmit the recorded data to a receiving
device 112. As described further below, the receiving device
112 interprets the sequence of i1llumination of the one or
more light emitting devices 110 to reconstruct the transmit-
ted data and stores such reconstructed data in a memory
associated with the receiving device or another device,
whether local or remote. In one embodiment, the receiving
device 112 may be computer with a camera operating an
application program operable to receive and interpret the
transmitted data. Such a computer may include a desktop
computer, a handheld tablet computer, a smartphone, and the
like. Alternatively, as described below, the receiving device
112 may be a dedicated receiving device 112 operable to
communicate with the monitoring device 100.

Referring to FIG. 3, 1n one embodiment, the monitoring
device 100 comprises a first substrate 120 and a second
substrate 122 secured to one another. An outer surtface 124
of the first substrate may be imprinted using conventional
printing processes including lithography, intaglio, flexogra-
phy, foil transfer, ink jet, xerography, and the like. Such
imprinting may be used to print one or more of an adver-
tisement, instructions, terms and conditions, and the like.

The actuator 108 may be manually actuated by the user
from the outer surface 124 by, for example, pressing on a
portion 126 of the outer surface 124 associated with the
actuator 108.

The outer surface 124 also includes a region 128 associ-
ated with each light emitting device 110. In some embodi-
ments, such region 126 comprises a transparent or translu-
cent material through which at least a portion of the light
emitted by the light emitting device 110 associated with the
region 126 passes. In other embodiments, the region 126
comprises an orifice formed in the outer surface 124 to
expose at least a portion of the light emitting device 110
associated with the region 126.

In some embodiments, a removable liner 130 may be
aflixed to an outer surtace 132 of the second carrier.

The substrates 120 and 122, and the removable liner 130,
may comprise coated or uncoated paper, textiles, woven
materials, plastic, films, gels, epoxies, fiberglass, and com-
binations thereof. The substrates 120 and 122, and the
removable liner 130, that comprise the monitoring device
102 may be manufacturing from identical or different mate-
rials.

Referring to FIG. 4, when the removable liner 130 1s 1n
place, the removable liner 130 1s atlixed to the outer surface
132 of the second carrier 122 by an adhesive layer 134
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disposed therebetween. The adhesive layer 134 comprises
an mner surface 136 secured to the outer surface 132 of the
second carrier 122 and an outer surface 138 secured to an
inner surface 140 of the removable liner 130. In one embodi-
ment, the adhesive layer 134 may be formed by applying an
adhesive material to the outer surface 132 of the second
carrier 122 and/or an inner surface 140 of the removable
liner 130

The 1nner surface 140 of the removable liner 130 com-
prises a gloss finish so that such inner surface 136 may be
separated from the outer surtace 138 of the adhesive layer
134 without substantially removing or damaging the adhe-
sive material that comprises the adhesive layer 134.

Removal of the removable liner 130 exposes the outer
surface 138 of the adhesive layer 134, and such outer surface
138 may be used to secure the monitoring device 100 to the
surface 102 (FIG. 1).

Disposed between the first substrate 120 and the second
substrate 122 1s a third substrate 142 having one or more
circuit trace(s) 144 disposed thereon. The circuit trace(s) 144
interconnect components disposed on the circuit trace (144)
and/or the third substrate 142. Such components include one
or more actuator(s) 108, one or more light emitting device(s)
110, a processor 146, a memory 148 associated with the
processor 146, one or more sensor(s) 150, and a battery or
another power source 152.

In some embodiments, the circuit trace(s) 144 and the
components 108, 110, 146, 148, 150, and 152 may be
disposed directly on an inner surface 154 of the second
substrate 122. In such embodiments, the third substrate 142
may not be necessary and may be omitted.

In a preferred embodiment, if the monitoring device
includes the substrate 142, the first substrate 120 and the
second substrate 122 are larger than the third substrate 142,
so that a margin portion 156 of the inner surface 154 of the
second surface can brought into contact and aflixed to a
corresponding margin portion 158 of an mnner surface 160 of
the first substrate 120. When the margin portions 158 and
160 are secured to one another in this manner, the third
substrate 142 1s substantially enclosed between the first
substrate 120 and the third substrate 122. Additionally, the
third substrate 142 may be adhesively or otherwise aflixed to
one or both of the inner substrate 154 of the second substrate
122 and the inner surface 160 of the first substrate 120 to
prevent movement of the third substrate 142.

An additional protective covering (not shown) may be
aflixed to an outer surface 162 of the first substrate 120 to
prevent damage of such outer surface 162 and any imprint-
ing thereon during use.

As described above, the processor 146 may actuate the
one or more light emitting devices 110 to transmit data
stored 1n the memory 148. In one embodiment, the processor
146 operates one of the light emitting devices (e.g., 110a) to
signal (or gate) that valid data 1s available on the remaining
light emitting devices (e.g., 1106 and 110c¢). The state of
cach remaining light emitting device 1105 or 110c¢ indicates
a bit value associated with the data being transmitted. In
some embodiments, turning on the data light emitting device
1105 or 110¢ indicates a bit value of one and turning off such
light emitting device 1106 or 110¢ indicates a bit value of
Zero.

In one embodiment, the processor 146 transitions the
signal light emitting device 110a from an on to an off state
to i1ndicate data are ready for transmission by the light
emitting devices 1106 and 110c¢. In such an embodiment, the
maximum frequency at which the processor 146 transitions
the signal light emitting device 110aq from an on to an ofl
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state 1s preferably at most one-half of the frequency at which
the reading device samples or senses the light emitting
device 110a. It, for example, the reading device 112 includes
a camera that captures images at a frame rate of 240
frames-per-second, the frequency at which the light emitting
device 110q transitions from an on state to a subsequent oif
state 1s 120 cycles-per-second or less. Such an arrangement
1s adapted to the case in which the reading device 112 1s
capable of sensing only a single transition per frame. If,
however, the reading device can sense more than one
transition per frame, then a greater data transmission rate
could be used as should be evident to one of ordinary skill
in the art.

It should be apparent that 1f the reading device includes a
camera, the reading device uses known i1mage processing
techniques to i1dentify the light emitting device in 1mages
captured thereby. Such 1image processing technique(s) may
include edge detection, color analysis, and the like. Further,
the reading device may include information regarding the
positions of the light emitting devices 110 relative to the
edges of the monitoring device 100, and the positions of the
light emitting devices 110 relative to one another.

Referring also to FIG. SA, a sample timing diagram 200
illustrates how the processor may control the light emitting
devices 110 to transmit information. The timing diagram 200
includes a horizontal time axis 202 that represents time and
three graphs 204a, 2045, and 204¢ that indicate the on or off
state of the light emitting devices 110a, 11056, and 110c¢
relative to the time axis 202. Vertical dashed lines are
displayed for each time t, t,, . . . , t, that indicate when the
reading device senses the state of the light emitting devices
110a, 1105, and 110c.

In one embodiment 1n which a single transition of the light
from the light emitting device 110a can be detected per
frame, the receiving device 112 records data only when the
receiving device 112 detects that the state of the signal light
emitting device 110a has changed i1n consecutive image
captures from an on state to an off state. The processor 146
sets the state of each light emitting device 1105 and 110c¢ 1n
accordance with a bit value to be transmitted (1.e., two bits
are to be transmitted simultaneously), then transitions the
state of the light emitting device 110a from an on state to an
ofl state. To ensure that the receiving device 112 detects the
change from the on state to the ol state of the light emitting
device 110a, the processor 146 holds the light emitting
device 110q 1n an on state for a duration at least equal to two
capture cycles of the recerving device 112. Subsequently, the
processor 146 holds the light emitting device 110q 1n an off
state for at least two capture cycles of the receiving device
112. Also, during at least the time the light emitting device
110a 1s held 1n the off state and for at least two capture cycles
of the receiving device 112, the light emitting devices 1105
and 110¢ are maintained 1n states 1n accordance with bit
values to be transmitted. Thus, the receiving device 112 will
successiully capture data represented by the light emitting
devices 1106 and 110c¢ at times t,, t., t,, t,,, t,5 and so on.
The values shown 1n the box 205 are two-bit values trans-
mitted at these times in accordance with the states of the
light emitting devices 1106 and 110c¢ as shown 1n the graphs
204H and 204c, respectively. It should be apparent, that 1n
alternative embodiments, the receiving device 112 may
record the values indicated by the light emitting devices
1105 and 110c when the receiving device 112 detects that the
state of the light emitting device 110a 1n subsequent captures
has changed from an ofl state to an on state.

In other embodiments, the receiving device 112 records
the values indicated by the light emitting devices 1105 and
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110c when receiving device 112 detects any or every change
in the state of the light emitting device 110aq. In such
embodiments, valid data are transmitted by light emitting
devices 1106 and 110¢ whenever the light emitting device
110a transitions either from an on state to an off state and/or
from an off state to an on state.

FIG. 5B shows a timing diagram 206 that includes an axis
208 and three graphs 210a, 2105, and 210c¢ to indicate the

states of the light emitting devices 110a, 1105, and 110c.
Vertical dashed lines are displayed for each time t,,
t,, ..., and t,, and indicate times when the reading device
senses the state of the light emitting devices 110a, 1106, and
110c. The processor 146 sets the on or off state of the light
emitting devices 1106 and 110c¢ 1n accordance with bit
values to be transmitted, and changes the state of light
emitting device 110a from on-to-ofl or ofi-to-on to indicate

that the states of light emitting devices 1106 and 110c¢ are
assoclated with valid data values to be transmitted. Thus, the

receiving device 112 will successtully capture two-bits of
data represented by the light emitting devices 1106 and 110c¢
at times t,, t;, s, t, t; and so on. The values shown 1n the
box 212 indicate the transmitted bits at these times in
accordance with the states of the light emitting devices 11056
and 110c¢ as shown 1n the graphs 21056 and 210c¢, respec-
tively.

In still another embodiment, the processor 146 transmits
the data in bursts of a predetermined number of bits at a
predetermined frequency. In such embodiments, each burst
1s preceded by a training period during which at least one of
the light emitting device 110 1s modulated between an on
state and an off state at the predetermined frequency for a
predetermined number of cycles. The receiving device 112
samples the state of the modulated light emitting device 110
at a frequency higher than the frequency at which the light
emitting device 110 1s modulate. The receiving device 112
analyzes such samples using conventional techniques to
estimate a frequency and a phase at which the light emitting
device 100 1s being modulated, and synchronizes the sam-
pling frequency and phase thereof with that of the light
emitting device 100. Thereafter the receiving device 112
samples all of the light emitting devices 110 at the estimated
sampling frequency. Using this technique eliminates the
need for having one of the light emitting devices 110a
provide a gating or clock signal as described above, and the
such light emitting device 110a may be used to transmit an
additional bit of data per cycle. To prevent desynchroniza-
tion, the data 1s sent in bursts as described above with a gap
ol no data transmission between bursts. It should be apparent
to those who have skill 1n the art that when this transmission
method 1s used, the sampling frequency of the receiving
device 112 should be greater than the frequency at which the
light emitting devices 110 are modulated. In one embodi-
ment, processor 146 transmits the data 1n bursts of approxi-
mately 16 bytes, 1f the recerving device 112 uses a camera
to receive the data, for example, if the receiving device 112
1s smartphone. It should be apparent that the number of bytes
in a burst may be selected in accordance with the capabilities
of the receiving device 112 or any other criterion.

FIG. 6 1s a state diagram 300 that illustrates operation of
the processor 146 of the monitoring device 100 according to
one embodiment. Referring to FIGS. 3 and 6, the processor
146 1nitially operates in a low-power 1dle state 302. If the
actuator 108 1s actuated, for example, by the user depressing
the actuator 108, the processor 146 transitions into a deter-
mine operation state 304. In the determine operation state
304, the processor 146 determines 1f the actuation was
associated with predetermined actuation types such as a
single actuation of less than a first predetermined amount of
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time, a single actuation that lasted at least as long as the
predetermined amount of time, at least a predetermined
number of actuations within a second predetermined amount
of time, and the like. As described below, the processor 146
may be configured to undertake different operations in
response to different types of actuations.

If the type of actuation determined in the determine
operation station 304 1s associated with an activation or
initialization of the monitoring device 100, the processor
146 operates 1n the activate device state 306. In the activate
device state 306, the processor 146 reads configuration
information stored in the memory 148 and configures the
sensor(s) 150 in accordance with such information. For each
sensor 150, the configuration information may specify, for
example, whether the sensor should generate an interrupt
when a magnitude of an environmental condition monitored
by the sensor 1s exceeded, and the configuration information
may be supplied with any initialization signals that need to
be provided to the sensor 150 to begin operation thereof, and
the like.

The configuration information stored in the memory 148
that 1s used to configure the sensor(s) 150 may be stored in
such memory 148 when the momnitoring device 100 1s
manufactured or may be communicated to the monitoring
device 100 using light-based communications as described
below, or an additional configuration circuit (not shown).
Such configuration circuit may include one or more addi-
tional actuator(s), a Radio Frequency Communication mod-
ule and an antenna, a serial port, and the like.

When operating 1n the activate device state 306, the
processor 146 may also 1mitialize other components of the
monitoring device 100. The processor 146 returns to the idle
state 302 after the components have been 1nitialized.

If the type of actuation determined in the determine
actuation state 304 1s associated with a transmit operation,
the processor 146 transitions to a transmit log state 308. In
the transmit log state 308, the processor 146 operates the
light emitting devices 110 to transmit a log stored in the
memory 148, as described herein. After transmission of the
log 1s completed, the processor 146 returns to the idle state
302.

When 1n the 1dle state 302, 1f the processor 146 receives
a clock interrupt and/or an interrupt generated by the sensor
150, the processor 146 transitions to a read sensor state 310.
In the read sensor state 310, the processor 146 obtains a
reading of the sensed condition, for example, one or more
environmental condition(s) sensed by the sensor(s) 150, and
records such condition(s) and an optional timestamp 1n the
memory 148. In some embodiments, when 1n the state 310,
the processor may record the environmental condition(s) in
the memory 148 only if magnitude of such condition(s)
exceed a preset threshold magnitude(s) associated with such
condition(s).

Thereafter, the processor 146 transitions to an actuate
indicator state 312 and actuates the light emitting devices
110 1 accordance with the environmental condition(s)
sensed by the sensor(s) 150. Note, that the actuations of the
light emitting devices 110 are to provide an indication to an
observer of the monitoring device regarding environmental
condition(s) sensed by the sensor(s). Even though the same
light emitting devices 110 are actuated, these actuations are
for a different purpose than transmitting data using light-
based communications described above. For example, the
processor 146 may turn on only the light emitting device
1104 1f the magnitude of the sensed condition 1s less than a
first predetermined magnitude, only the light emitting device
1105 11 the magnitude of the sensed condition 1s between the
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first predetermined magnitude and a second predetermined
magnitude, and the light emitting device 110c¢ 1f the mag-
nitude of the sensed condition 1s greater than the second
predetermined magnitude. In some embodiments, when in
the state 312, after turning on one or more light emitting
devices 110, the processor 146 waits a predetermined
amount of time, and then turns ofl the one or more light
emitting devices 110. Thereafter, the processor 146 transi-
tions to the idle state 302.

FIG. 7 shows a flowchart of the steps undertaken by the
processor when 1n the transmit log state 308. Referring to
FIGS. 3 and 7, when 1n the transmit log state 308, at a block
320, the processor 146 checks to see 1f any data remains to
be transmitted. If there 1s no data remaining, the processor
146 exits (and transitions to a state 302).

Otherwise, at a block 322, the processor 146 sets the state
of the signal light emitting device (e.g., light emitting device
110a) to on. At a block 324, the processor 146 waits for a
predetermined amount of time, for example, enough time for
the receiver 112 to undertake two capture cycles.

Thereafter, at a block 326, the processor 146 selects bits
to transmit. In particular, the processor 146 selects a number
of bits 1dentical to the number of light emitting device light
emitting devices 110 available to transmit data values. In the
monitoring device 100, the number of light emitting devices
110 available to transmit data values 1s two (light emitting
devices 1105 and 110c¢), and hence, 1n such embodiment, the
processor 146 selects two bits.

At a block 328, the processor 146 sets the states of the
light emitting devices 110 that are used to transmit data
values 1n accordance with the values of the bits selected.

At a block 330, the processor 146 sets the state of the
signal light emitting device (e.g., light emitting device 110a)
to an ofl state to indicate that valid data 1s indicated by light
emitting devices 1106 and 110c. Then, at a block 328, the
processor waits a predetermined amount of time equal to at
least two capture cycles of the receiving device 112. There-
aiter, the processor 146 returns to the block 320 to determine
i any additional data bits remain to be transferred. The
processor 146 undertakes the actions of the blocks 320-332
until all of the data in the memory 148 to be communicated
to the receiving device 112 have been transmitted. After all
of the data has been communicated, the processor 146, at a
block 334, actuates the light emitting devices with a prede-
termined pattern of pulses or data to indicate that transmis-
sion 1s completed.

In some embodiments, the receiving device 112 may be a
dedicated device that operates with the monitoring device
100. Referring to FIGS. 3, 8A, and 8B, one embodiment 350
of the receiving device 112 includes a housing 352. The
housing 352 includes a recessed portion 354 and a compart-
ment 356. Disposed on a bottom surface 358 of the recessed
portion 354 are a plurality of light sensors 360.

The recessed portion 354 includes a first interior edge 362
and a second interior edge 364 and the monitoring device
100 i1ncludes edges 366 and 368 (see FIG. 3). The light
sensors 360 are disposed in the receiving device 112 such
that a distance 369a, 3695, and 369¢, when measured along
a direction A, from the first interior edge 362 to each light
sensor 360a, 3600, and 360c¢, respectively, 1s substantially
identical to a distance 369a', 3695', and 369¢', when mea-
sured along a direction A', from the edge 366 to each light
emitting device 110a, 1105, and 110c¢, respectively. Simi-
larly, a distance 370a, 3705, and 370c, when measured along
a direction B, of each light sensor 360a, 3605, and 360c,
respectively, from the second interior edge 364 1s substan-
tially 1dentical to a distance 370q4', 3705', and 370c', mea-
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sured along a direction B', of each light emitting device
110a, 1105, 110¢ from the edge 368 of the monitoring device
100. This arrangement of the light sensors 360 facilitates
alignment of each light sensor 360a, 3605, and 360¢c with the
corresponding light emitting device 110a, 1105, and 110c,
respectively, when the edges 362 and 364 of the receiving
device are abutted against the edges 366 and 368, respec-
tively, of the monitoring device 100.

The receiving device 350 also includes an actuator (e.g.,
a switch) 371, an light emitting device 372, and a commu-
nications port 374. During operation, the processor 146
(FIG. 4) of the monitoring device 100 1s placed into the
transmit log state 308 (FIG. 6) as described above, and the
rece1ving device 350 1s positioned relative to the monitoring
device 100 so that the light sensors 360 are aligned with the
light emitting devices 110 as described above. Thereafter,
the actuator 371 1s actuated. It should be apparent, that the
processor 146 may wait a period of time after entering the
transmit log state 308 and before nitiating transmission to
allow the receirving device 350 to be positioned over the
monitoring device 100.

A processor 376 of the recerving device 350 1s coupled to
the light sensors 360a, 3606, and 360c and captures light
signals emitted by the light emitting devices 110, as
described above and sensed by the light sensors 360, and
decodes such signals into a data stream. The processor 376
may store such data stream in a memory associated there-
with or transmit the data stream through the communications
port 374. Such data stream may be transmitted to another
computer or device using any communication means appar-
ent to one of ordinary skill 1n the art including USB, RS-232,
Ethernet, or a wireless means such as Bluetooth, 802.11, and
the like. As the data stream 1s received, the processor 376
may 1lluminate the light emitting device 372 to indicate
successiul receipt of the transmitted data.

The compartment 354 of the housing 352 may be used to
hold a battery or another energy source (not shown) that
supplies power to the various components of the receiving
device 350, and may further hold accessories (not shown),
¢.2., a communications cable, that may be used with the
receiving device 356. Further, structure(s) disposed in the
compartment 354 may support the monitoring device 100
when such device 1s placed on top of the receiving device
350.

In some embodiments, both the monitoring device and the
receiving device include both one or more light emitting
device(s) and one or more light sensor(s). In such embodi-
ments, the monitoring device and the receiving device are
able to both transmit data to each other and receive data from
cach other. In such embodiments, light emitting device may
not have to provide the signal that indicates that data 1s
available at the other light emitting devices, and also to
allow the receirving device 112 to download data, e.g.
configuration mformation, to the monitoring device 100.

Referring to FIG. 9, a monitoring device 400 1s substan-
tially identical to the monitoring device 100 described
above, except the monitoring device 400 further includes a
light sensor 402. The top surface 124 of the monitoring
device 400 includes a portion 404 that allows at least a
portion of light directed at the portion 404 to be transmitted
to and sensed by the light sensor 402.

Referring to FIG. 10, a receiving device 406 1s substan-
tially 1dentical to the receiving device 350 described above,
except the receiving device 406 further includes a light
emitting device 408 disposed on the bottom surface 358.

Reterring to both FIGS. 9 and 10, the light sensor 402 of

the monitoring device 400 1s positioned with respect to the
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edges 366 and 368, and the light emitting device 408 of the
receiving device 406 1s positioned with respect to the edges
362 and 364, such that when the edge 362 1s abutted with the
366 and the edge 364 1s abutted with the edge 368, the light
sensor 402 and the light emitting device 408 are aligned with
one another and at least a portion of light transmitted by the
light emitting device 408 1s sensed by the light sensor 402.

During operation, in one embodiment, the actuator 108 of
the monitoring device 400 1s actuated, then the receiving
device 406 1s positioned over the monitoring device 400 so
that the light sensors 360 and the light emitting device 408
are aligned with the light emitting devices 110 and the light
sensor 404, respectively. The actuator 371 of the receiving
device 1s then actuated to 1nitiate two-way communications
between the monitoring device 400 and the receiving device
406.

FIG. 11 1s a flowchart 450 of the processing undertaken by
the processor 146 of the monitoring device 400 1n response
to the actuation of the actuator 108. After the actuator 108
1s actuated, the processor 146 of the monitoring device 400
waits at a block 452 to receive via the light sensor 408 a
predefined sequence of one or more light pulses generated
by the light emitting device 408 of the receiving device.
Such one or more light pulses may simply be a single pulse
of predetermined duration, a sequence of a predetermined
number of pulses of i1dentical duration, or a sequence of a
predetermined number of pulses wherein each pulse 1s of a
predetermined duration that may be the same or different
than the duration of other pulses.

After the predefined sequence of pulses 1s received, at a
block 454, the processor 146 determines 1f there 1s any data
remaining in the memory 148 to transmit. If there 1s, the
processor proceeds to a block 456, otherwise, the processor
proceeds to a block 458.

At the block 456, the processor 146 transmits a predeter-
mined number of bits of data using the light emitting devices
110 of the monitoring device 400. In some embodiments, as
described above, the processor 146 sets the state of the light
emitting devices 1105 and 110c¢ 1n accordance with two bits
of data to transmit and the state of the light emitting device
110a to signal that states of the light emitting devices 1105
and 110c¢ represent valid data.

In other embodiments, the processor 146 uses all of the
light emitting devices 110 to transmit data by setting the
state of each of the light emitting devices 110 1n accordance
with a bit to be transmitted for a predetermined amount of
time. In still other embodiments, the processor 146 sets the
state of all of the light emitting devices 110 1n accordance
with bits to be transmitted, then waits until a light pulse 1s
detected by the light sensor 404. In such embodiments, the
processor 376 of the recerving device 406 actuates the light
emitting device 408 each time data are received using the
light sensors 360.

In some embodiments, the receiving device 400 may
transmit, 1n addition to the predefined sequence pulses, the
number of bytes to transmit in a burst or a packet. In other
embodiments, such packet size 1s predefined. In some of
these embodiments, the monitoring device 400 transmits a
number of bytes that 1s specified by the packet size (or fewer
bytes 1f there are not suflicient data to transmit), then waits
for acknowledgement of receipt of the packet from the
receiving device 400 before transmitting another packet of
data. Such acknowledgement of receipt may be one or more
predefined pulses of the light emitting device 408 actuated
by the processor 376 of the recerving device 400. In some
embodiments, the computer or device to which the receiving
device 400 transmits the data via the communications port
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374, or other means of communications, specifies (e.g., via
a transmission to the receiving device 400) the maximum
number of bytes each packet should contain. In some
embodiments, each packet size 1s 1 kilobytes of unencoded
(raw) data. In other embodiments, the packet size 1f 2
kilobytes of ASCII encoded data.

In some embodiments, the processor 146 may send a
predefined sequence of bits to indicate the start of a block of
data, then send the block of data, and then send another
predefined sequence of bits to indicate that the block of data
has been sent. It should be apparent that the block of data
transmitted may include error checking and correction data
that the receiving device 112 may use to validate the
integrity of the data received and decoded thereby.

After the block of the data has been transmitted at the
block 456, the processor returns to the block 454 to deter-
mine 1f any additional data 1s to be transmuitted.

After all of the data has been transmitted, the processor
146, at a block 458 operates the light emitting devices 110
to generate a predefined sequence of pulses that indicate to
the recerving device 406 that all of the data has been
transmitted.

Thereatter, at a block 460, the processor 146 waits until a
predefined sequence of pulses 1s transmitted by the receiving
device 406 and 1s sensed by the light sensor 402. The
predefined sequence of pulses may be selected from a
plurality of predefined sequences and may indicate that the
transmitted data was successfully received and that the
receiving device 406 does not have any further data to
transmit to the monitoring device 400, or that the transmitted
data was successiully received and that the receiving device
406 has data to transmit to the monitoring device 400, or that
there was an error 1n communications.

Thereafter, at a block 462, the processor 146 determines
whether the predefined sequence of pulses indicates that the
receiving device 406 has data to transmit to the monitoring
device 400. If so, the processor 146, at a block 464 receives
the data via the light sensor 402, and then exits. The
processor 376 of the receiving device 406 undertakes pro-
cessing similar to that described in connection with the
blocks 452-458 to transmit data, except such data 1s trans-
mitted one bit at a time and without use of a signal light
emitting device. Data transmitted by the receiving device
406 may include for example, program code and/or con-
figuration parameters to be stored 1n particular locations 1n
the memory 148 of the monitoring device 400. Such data
may also include a command to, for example, restart the
monitoring device 400 or reload configuration parameters
from the memory 148, or to reset the sensor(s) 150 of the
monitoring device 400.

I1, at the block 462, the processor 146 determines that the
predefined sequence of pulses received at the block 460 do
not indicate that the receiving device 406 has data to
transmit, the processor 146 proceeds to a block 466.

At the block 466, the processor determines 1f the pre-
defined sequence of pulses indicates an error 1n the receipt
of data by the rece1ving device 406, and 11 so, proceeds to the
block 452 to retransmit the data. Otherwise, the processor
146 exits.

Referring to FIG. 12, 1n some embodiments, the dimen-
sions of the receiving device 112, 350, 406 are selected so
that the monitoring device 100, 400 may be placed thereon
for communications therebetween. In other embodiments,
the recerving device 112, 350, 406 1s contemplated to be a
portable device that may be used to receive data from the
monitoring device 100, 400, even when such monitoring
device 1s athixed to an object. Referring to FIG. 13, the
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monitoring device 100, 400 may be athixed to the surface
102 of the object 104, as described 1n connection with FIG.

2. The receiving device 112, 350, 406 may be placed over
such momitoring device 100, 400 to receive data therefrom
as described above without having to first remove the
monitoring device 100, 400 from the surface 102. The
receiving device 112, 350, 406 may include a lanyard or
other carrying device (not shown) to enable a user to
securely hold the receiving device 112, 350, 406 when used
in this manner.

Although, the embodiments of the monitoring device 100,
400 and the receiving device 112, 350, 406 described above
use binary light emitting devices 110,408, that are operated
in an on state or an off state, it should be apparent that one
or more of these binary light emitting devices 110, 408 may
be replaced with light emitting device(s) that are operated in
multiple discrete levels of intensity. For example, operating
such light emitting device(s) in four states (e.g., 0%, 25%,
50%, and 100% intensity) would allow transmission of two
bits of data with each such light emitting device. Further, it
should be apparent that light emitting devices may be used
that produce different hues and intensities of light, and that
discrete combinations of a selected hue and a selected
intensity represent different data values, thereby further
increasing number of bits that may be transmitted by an
individual light emitting device at a particular time.

It should be apparent that the data that 1s transmitted by
the monitoring device 100, 400 may be compressed and/or
encoded using various techniques known to those who have
skill 1n the art. Such techniques may include Huiflman
encoding, LZW, and tar, and the like. Further, although the
present disclosure notes that light-based communication
may be used to transmit digital data using the light emitting
device 110, 1t should be apparent that other types of data can
be encoded and transmitted using other data encoding and/or
transmission techniques.

INDUSTRIAL APPLICABILITY

It should be apparent that the various aspects of the
monitoring devices 100 and 400 may be combined to receive
and/or transmit data therebetween using light-based com-
munications. Further the various combinations of the receiv-
ing device 112, 350, and 406 may be combined to receive
data using light-based communications.

The use of the terms “a” and “an” and “the” and similar
references 1n the context of describing the mvention (espe-
cially i the context of the following claims) are to be
construed to cover both the singular and the plural, unless
otherwise indicated herein or clearly contradicted by con-
text. Recitation of ranges of values herein are merely
intended to serve as a shorthand method of referring indi-
vidually to each separate value falling within the range,
unless otherwise indicated herein, and each separate value 1s
incorporated into the specification as if 1t were individually
recited herein. All methods described herein can be per-
formed 1n any suitable order unless otherwise indicated
herein or otherwise clearly contradicted by context. The use
of any and all examples, or exemplary language (e.g., “such
as’’) provided herein, 1s intended merely to better 1lluminate
the disclosure and does not pose a limitation on the scope of
the disclosure unless otherwise claimed. No language 1n the
specification should be construed as indicating any non-
claimed element as essential to the practice of the disclosure.

Numerous modifications to the present disclosure will be
apparent to those skilled in the art 1n view of the foregoing
description. It should be understood that the illustrated
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embodiments are exemplary only, and should not be taken as
limiting the scope of the disclosure.

We claim:

1. A monitoring device, comprising;:

a first substrate adapted to be secured to a structure;

a second substrate;

a third substrate disposed between the first and the second

substrates; and

an electronic circuit athixed to the third substrate, wherein

the electronic circuit comprises a first light emitting
device, a second light emitting device, and a processor,
and the first and second light emitting devices are
positioned such that light emitted thereby 1s directed
outwardly through the second substrate,

wherein the processor 1s adapted to select a plurality

binary values to transmit, to operate the first light
emitting device 1n one of an on state and an off state 1n
accordance with each binary value, and to transition the
second light emitting device between an on state and an
off state to indicate that the state of the first light
emitting device represents one of the plurality of binary
values.

2. The monitoring device of claim 1, further including
means for securing the first and the second substrate to one
another.

3. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the first,
second and third substrates include first, second, and third
perimeters, respectively, and the third perimeter does not
extend beyond the first and the second perimeters.

4. The monitoring device of claim 3, wherein the third
substrate 1s enclosed between the first and the second
substrates.

5. The monitoring device of claim 1, further including a
removable liner, wherein the first substrate includes an
adhesive disposed on an outer surface thereot, the removable
liner 1s secured to the adhesive, and removal of the liner
enables the monitoring device to be attached to the structure.

6. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic circuit 1s athxed to only one surface of the third
substrate.

7. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the second
substrate includes an orifice aligned with one of the first light
emitting device and the second light emitting device such
that light emitted by the one of the first light emitting device
and the second light emitting device passes through the
orifice.

8. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic circuit includes a conductive trace, and the conductive
trace 1s 1mprinted on the third substrate.

9. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the second
substrate includes 1indicia printed on an outer surface thereof.

10. The monitoring device of claim 1, wherein the elec-
tronic circuit includes a sensor adapted to generate a signal
in response to where the sensor 1s disposed, and the proces-
sor selects the binary value in response to the signal.

11. The monitoring device of claim 10, wherein the
processor selects the plurality of binary values 1n accordance
with signal.

12. The monitoring device of claim 1, 1n combination with
a receiving device, wherein the processor synchronizes the
operation of at least the first light emitting device and the
second light emitting device with operation the receiving
device.

13. The monitoring device and receiving device of claim
12, wherein the electronic circuit includes a sensor disposed
on the electronic circuit, the receiving device 1s adapted to
generate a signal, and the processor synchronizes operation
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of the at least the first light emitting device and the second
light emitting device 1n accordance with detection of the
signal by the sensor.

14. The monitoring device and receiving device of claim
13, wherein the sensor 1s a photo sensor, and the signal
generated by the receiving device includes an emission of
light.

15. The monitoring device and receiving device of claim
12, wherein the receiving device includes a light-sensor
operating at a predetermined frame rate and a frequency of
transitions of the second light emitting device 1s 1n accor-
dance with the predetermined frame rate.

16. The monitoring device and receiving device of claim
15, wherein the receiving device 1s a smartphone having a
digital camera, and the digital camera includes the light-
SEensor.

17. The monitoring device and recerving device of claim
12, wherein the first light emitting device and the second
light emitting device are spatially separated on the electronic
circuit, and the receiving device includes spatially separated
first and second sensors such that when the first light
emitting device and the first sensor are aligned, the second
light emitting device and the second sensor are aligned.

18. A method of operating a momtoring device that
includes an electronic circuit affixed to a substrate, wherein
the electronic circuit comprises a first light emitting device,
a second light emitting device, and a processor, comprising:

selecting a plurality of binary values to transmut;

operating the first light emitting device 1n one of an on
state and an off state 1n accordance with each binary
value; and

transitioning the second light emitting device between an

on state and an off state to indicate that the state of the
first light emitting device represents one of the plurality

of binary values.
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19. The method of claim 18, further including securing the
substrate to another substrate.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein the substrate com-
prises a first substrate and the monitoring device comprises
second and third substrates, further including enclosing the
first substrate between the second and third substrates.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein the monitoring
device includes an adhesive disposed on an outer surface
thereof and a removable liner secured to the adhesive,
further including removing the removable liner to enable the
monitoring device to be attached to a structure.

22. The method of claim 18, turther including aligning at
least one of the first light emitting device and the second
light emitting device with an orifice disposed on external
surface of the monitoring device such that light emitted by
the at least one of the first light emitting device and the
second light emitting device passes through the orifice.

23. The method of claim 18, further including synchro-
nizing operation of the first and/or the second light emitting
device(s) with operation a receiving device.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the monitoring
device includes a sensor, further including detecting a signal
by the sensor, and operating the first and/or second light
emitting device(s) 1 accordance with detection of the sig-
nal.

25. The method of claim 24, wherein the sensor 1s a photo

sensor and the signal includes an emission of light.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein transitioning the
second light emitting devices includes the step of transition-
ing the second light emitting device between an on state and
an ofl state in accordance with a predetermined frequency.
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