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ID RECYCLE MECHANISM FOR
CONNECTED COMPONENT LABELING

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The 1nvention relates to 1mage processing and computer
vision generally and, more particularly, to a method and/or
apparatus for implementing an ID recycle mechanism for
connected component labeling.

BACKGROUND

Connected component labeling 1s an operation frequently
used 1n 1mage processing and computer vision applications
to distinguish objects 1n a picture. Unlike human vision, a
picture 1s “seen” by computer vision (or machine vision) in
raster-scan order. In an example where a picture contains a
“U”-shape object, since the picture 1s processed 1n raster-
scan order, the machine will treat the left and right branches
of the “U”-shaped object as two objects until the machine
reaches the bottom of the “U”-shape object. The machine
then realizes the two branches actually belong to one object.

In the conventional technique, the two objects corre-
sponding to the two branches are merged by creating a
component table entry with a link between the two branches.
As there could be many objects 1n an 1mage, a large table 1s
needed to store information about each object, including an
object ID and a link-pointer indicating whether an object 1s
merged to another object.

It would be desirable to implement an ID recycle mecha-
nism for connected component labeling.

SUMMARY

The 1nvention concerns an apparatus including a proces-
sor circuit and an ID recycle circuit. The processor circuit
may be configured to generate a component table while
performing connected-component labeling on a digital
image. The ID recycle circuit 1s generally 1n communication
with the processor circuit. The ID recycle circuit may be
configured to minimize a number of entries in the compo-
nent table generated by the processor circuit.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

Embodiments of the invention will be apparent from the
following detailed description and the appended claims and
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 1s a diagram 1llustrating a context in which an ID
recycle mechanism for connected component 1n accordance
with an example embodiment of the invention may be
implemented;

FIG. 2 1s a diagram illustrating an example hardware
implementation of ID recycle logic;

FIG. 3 1s a diagram 1illustrating an 1mage containing two
objects made up of merged components;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are diagrams 1illustrating connected
component labeling of images without and with ID recycling
in accordance with an example embodiment of the inven-
tion;

FIG. 5 1s a diagram 1llustrating a process for connected
component labeling with ID recycling 1n accordance with an
example embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 6 1s a diagram 1illustrating an ID recycling process in
accordance with an example embodiment of the invention;
and
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FIG. 7 1s a diagram 1llustrating a camera system incor-
porating an ID recycle mechanism for connected component

labeling 1n accordance with an example embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention include providing
an ID recycle mechanism for connected component labeling
that may (1) reduce the number of object IDs used during
connected component labeling; (11) reduce memory needed
to store a component table, (111) be implemented solely in
hardware, (1v) recycle object IDs during object detection,
and/or (v) be implemented as one or more integrated cir-
cuits.

Referring to FIG. 1, a diagram of a system 80 1s shown
illustrating a context in which an ID recycle mechanism for
connected component labeling in accordance with an
example embodiment of the invention may be implemented.
The system (or apparatus) 80 may be implemented as part of
a computer vision system. In an example, the computer
vision system may be implemented as part of an autonomous
vehicle application. In various embodiments, the system 80
may be implemented as part of a camera, a computer, a
server (e.g., a cloud server), a smart phone (e.g., a cellular
telephone), a personal digital assistant, or the like. The
system 80 may be configured for applications including, but
not limited to autonomous and semi-autonomous vehicles
(e.g., cars, trucks, agricultural machinery, drones, etc.),
manufacturing, and/or security/surveillance systems. In con-
trast to a general purpose computer, the system 80 generally
comprises hardware circuitry that 1s optimized to provide a
high performance i1mage processing and computer vision
pipeline 1n minimal area and with minimal power consump-
tion.

In an example embodiment, the system 80 generally
comprises a block (or circuit) 82, a block (or circuit) 84, a
block (or circuit) 86 and a memory bus 88. The circuit 84
generally comprises a block (or circuit) 90, one or more
blocks (or circuits) 92a-92n, a block (or circuit) 94 and a
path 96. One or more of the circuits 92a-92» may include a
block (or circuit) 100.

Multiple signals (e.g., OP_A to OP_N) may be exchanged
between the circuit 90 and the respective circuits 92a-92x.
Each signal OP_A to OP_N may convey execution operation
information and/or yield operation information. Multiple
signals (e.g., MEM_A to MEM_N) may be exchanged
between the respective circuits 92a-92r and the circuit 94.
The signals MEM_A to MEM_N may carry data. A signal
(e.g., DRAM) may be exchanged between the circuit 86 and
the circuit 94. The signal DRAM may transier data between
the circuits 86 and 94.

The circuit 82 may implement a processor circuit. In some
embodiments, the processor circuit 82 may be a general
purpose processor circuit. The processor circuit 82 may be
operational to interact with the circuit 84 and the circuit 86
to perform various processing tasks.

The circuit 84 may implement a coprocessor circuit. The
coprocessor circuit 84 1s generally operational to perform
specific (e.g., computer vision related) processing tasks as
arranged by the processor circuit 82. In various embodi-
ments, the coprocessor 84 may be implemented solely in
hardware. The coprocessor 84 may directly execute a data
flow directed to object extraction, including an ID recycle
mechanism for connected component labeling, generated by
software that specifies processing tasks.
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The circuit 86 may implement a dynamic random access
memory (DRAM) circuit. The DRAM circuit 86 1s generally
operational to store multidimensional arrays of input data
clements and various forms of output data elements. The
DRAM circuit 86 may exchange the input data elements and
the output data elements with the processor circuit 82 and
the coprocessor circuit 84.

The circuit 90 may implement a scheduler circuit. The
scheduler circuit 90 1s generally operational to schedule
tasks among the circuits 92a-92n to perform a variety of
computer vision tasks as defined by the processor circuit 82.
Individual tasks may be allocated by the scheduler circuit 90
to the circuits 92a-92n. The scheduler circuit 90 may time
multiplex the tasks to the circuits 92a-92» based on the
availability of the circuits 92a-92» to perform the work.

Each circuit 924-92» may implement a processing
resource (or hardware engine). The hardware engines 92a-
92n are generally operational to perform specific processing
tasks. In some configurations, the hardware engines 92a-92#
may operate in parallel and independently of each other. In
other configurations, all or a portion of the hardware engines
924-92r may operate collectively to perform allocated tasks.
The hardware engines 92a-92» may be implemented as one
or more of homogenous processing resources (e.g., all
circuits 92a-92» may have the same capabilities) or hetero-
geneous processing resources (e.g., two or more circuits
924-92» may have diflerent capabilities). In various embodi-
ments, the circuits 924-92» may implement one or more
operators. The operators performed by the hardware engines
924-92r may include, but are not limited to, a warping
operator, component operators that manipulate lists of com-
ponents (e.g., components may be regions of a vector that
share a common attribute and may be grouped together with
a bounding box), a matrix inversion operator, a dot product
operator, a convolution operator, conditional operators (e.g.,
multiplex and demultiplex), a remapping operator, a mini-
mum-maximum-reduction operator, a pooling operator, a
non-minimum, non-maximum suppression operator, a
gather operator, a scatter operator, a statistics operator, a
classifier operator, an 1ntegral 1image operator, comparison
operators, indexing operators, a pattern matching operator, a
feature extraction operator, a feature detection operator, an
object detection operator, a score generating operator, and an
upsample operator. In various embodiments, the hardware
engines 92a-92n may be implemented solely as hardware
circuits.

The circuit 94 may implement a shared memory circuit.
The shared memory 94 1s generally operational to store all,
a portion, or portions of the multidimensional arrays (or
vectors) of mput data elements and output data elements
utilized and/or generated by the hardware engines 92a-92x.
The mnput data elements may be received from the DRAM
circuit 86 via the memory bus 88. The output data elements
may be sent to the DRAM circuit 86 via the memory bus 88.

The path 96 may implement a transfer path iternal to the
coprocessor 84. The transier path 96 1s generally operational
to move data from the scheduler circuit 90 to the shared
memory 94. The transfer path 96 may also be operational to
move data from the shared memory 94 to the scheduler
circuit 90.

The circuit 100 may implement an ID recycling scheme in
accordance with embodiments of the imvention. In various
embodiments, the circuit 100 may be configured to perform
an ID recycle scheme for connected component labeling 1n
accordance with the mnvention. The ID recycle scheme may
reduce the number of object IDs used during connected
component labeling and, therefore, reduce the amount of
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memory needed to store a component table. The ID recycle
scheme may be implemented solely in hardware. In various
embodiments, the ID recycle scheme for connected compo-
nent labeling may be implemented according to the follow-
ing 1mplementation descriptions.

Referring to FIG. 2, a diagram of a circuit 100 1s shown
illustrating an example hardware implementation of the ID
recycle logic 100 of FIG. 1. In an example, the circuit 100
may comprise a block (or circuit) 102, a block (or circuit)
104, a block (or circuit) 106, and a block (or circuit) 108. In
an example, the circuit 102 may comprise a block (or circuit)
110 and a block (or circuit) 112. In various embodiments, the
block 102 may implement an ID generator. The circuit 104
may 1mplement a first-in first-out (FIFO) memory (or bu-
fier). The block 106 may be implemented as a multiplexer
circuit. The block 108 may implement a control circuit.

In an example embodiment, the circuit 102 may be
configured to generate unique ID values (or labels). The
unique ID values may be utilized to label objects detected
during a connected component labeling operation. In an
example, the circuit 102 may have an output that may
present a signal (e.g., GID). The signal G_ID may be
configured to communicate the unique IDs generated by the
circuit 102.

The block 104 may have a first input that may receive a
signal (e.g., RECYCLE ID), a second input that my receive
a number of control signals (e.g., FIFO_POINTERS), and an
output that may present a signal (e.g., R_ID). The signal
RECYCLE ID may be configured to communicate object
IDs that will no longer be referenced by the connected
component labeling application (e.g., due to a merging or
removal of objects). The object IDs carried by the signal
RECYCLE ID may be pushed into the FIFO memory 104
(e.g., at a location determined by a write pointer imple-
mented as part of the control signals FIFO_POINTERS).

The signal R_ID may be configured to communicate a
recycled object ID from the FIFO memory 104 for presen-
tation as a new object ID for a newly detected object. The
object ID carried by the signal R_ID may be popped from
the FIFO memory 104 (e.g., from a location determined by

a read pointer implemented as part of the control signals
FIFO_POINTERS).

The circuit 106 may have a first data input that may
receive the signal G_ID, a second data mput that may
receive the signal R_ID, a control input that may receive a
signal (e.g., FIFO_EMPTY), and an output that may present
a signal (e.g., NEW ID). In an example embodiment, the
signal FIFO_EMPTY may be used to indicate when no IDs
are queued for recycling. The circuit 106 may be configured
to select between the two data 1inputs for presentation as the
signal NEW ID 1n response to a state of the signal
FIFO_EMPTY. In an example, the signal NEW ID may be
utilized to communicate an object ID to a connected com-
ponent labeling process for association with a newly
detected object.

The circuit 108 generally controls the FIFO memory 104
and determines the source of ID labels used for newly
detected objects. In general, when no ID labels are queued
in the FIFO memory 104 (e.g., the signal FIFO_EMPTY 1s
in an asserted state), the circuit 106 may present a unique 1D
label generated by the ID generator circuit 102 to an
application detecting the objects. When one or more ID
labels to be recycled (e.g., IDs that are no longer needed to
label a component due to merging, removal, etc.) are queued

in the FIFO memory 104 (e.g., the signal FIFO_EMPTY 1s
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in a de-asserted state), the circuit 106 may present the next
ID to be recycled from the FIFO memory 104 to the
application detecting objects.

In some embodiments, the circuit 102 may comprise a
circuit 110 and a circuit 112. The circuit 110 may be
implemented as an adder circuit. The circuit 112 may be
implemented as a register circuit. An output of the circuit
112 may present the signal G_ID generated by the ID
generator 102. The output of the circuit 112 also may be
presented to an iput of the circuit 110. An output of the
circuit 110 may be presented to an mnput of the circuit 112.
The circuit 110 may be configured to increment (add 1 to)
the value presented by the circuit 112 1n the signal G_ID.
Each time a new ID 1s called for and there are no IDs
available 1n the FIFO memory 104, the circuit 112 may be
clocked causing the incremented value presented by the
circuit 110 to be latched and presented at the output of the
circuit 112. In another example, the ID generator circuit 102
may be implemented using a counter. The circuit 112 may be
clocked whenever a new object 1s detected e.g., by the
connected component labeling process) and the signal
FIFO _EMPTY 1s asserted. In other words, the circuit 112
may be clocked whenever the generated ID carried by the
signal G_ID 1s consumed by the connected component
labeling process.

Referring to FIG. 3, a diagram of an image 200 1s shown
illustrating two objects (labeled #1 and #2) made up of
merged components. In an example, a two-pass connected
component labeling technique may be used to label the two
objects 1n the image 200. The two-pass technique generally
iterates through 2-dimensional, binary data (e.g., making
two passes over the image 200). In a first pass, temporary
labels may be assigned and equivalences recorded. In a
second pass, the temporary labels may be replaced by a label
uniquely representing the equivalent class (or object). In an
example, the labeling may be maintained 1n a separate data
structure (e.g., a component table).

Referring to FIGS. 4A and 4B, diagrams of images 302
and 304 are shown illustrating a connected component
labeling process without ID recycling (FIG. 4A) and a
connected component labeling process with ID recycling 1in
accordance with an example embodiment of the invention
(FIG. 4B). The ID-recycle mechanism in accordance with an
example embodiment of the invention may be used to reduce
the cost of the component table needed to store the infor-
mation for the objects in an i1mage. In an example, a
component table may comprise a number of rows and
columns. Each row may contain information related to a
particular object ID. A first column may contain the object
IDs. In an example, a second column may contain link
pointers. Link pointer entries generally contain the object ID
of the subsequently identified component that a merge
process linked to the component whose label 1s 1n the
corresponding entry in the object ID column. The compo-
nent table may be configured to store additional information
about each component. In an example, the additional infor-
mation may include, but 1s not limited to width, height,
coordinate, and area. However, other information about each
component may be stored accordingly to meet the design
criteria of a particular implementation.

The number of objects 1n an 1mage may be as high as
one-half the total number of pixels (picture elements) in the
image (e.g., up to about Height*Width/2). In an example, a
1920x1080 1mage may contain up to one million objects.
The possible number of objects 1s an excessively huge
number for a hardware implementation. Instead, an ID-
recycle mechanism implemented in accordance with an
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example embodiment of the invention utilizes the fact that
some objects in an 1mage are merged or may be ignored
(e.g., noise, dust, etc.) and, therefore, the respective entries
(labels) of the component table for those objects may be
reused (recycled).

During a connected component labeling operation, the
shape of an object being labeled can be complex, the
component table for certain objects may be very large. In an
example of a “W”-shaped object, three labels would be
needed to tag the three objects (branches) that are part of the
“W”. Assuming the object labels (IDs) used for the three

branches are #1, #2, and #3, respectively, once the bottom of
the “W” 1s reached, the branches may be merged. In an
example where no ID recycling 1s implemented (FIG. 4A),
nine object IDs are used to label the objects detected.
Consequently, a component table with nine entries would be
needed.

Referring to FIG. 4B, an example where ID recycling in
accordance with the invention 1s i1mplemented. In an
example of a merge operation, objects (branches) #1 and #2
are merged with object #3. With ID recycling 1n accordance
with the invention implemented, the labels that will no
longer be referenced may be recycled (reused). In an
example, where the merged object 1s labeled with the lowest
valued object label (e.g., #1), the labels #2 and #3 can be
recycled once 1t 1s determined the labels will no longer be
referenced. In an example, where the merged object i1s
labeled with the highest valued object label (e.g., #3), the
labels #1 and #2 may be recycled once 1t 1s determined the
labels will no longer be referenced.

The number of IDs may also be reduced by removing
noise. In an example, components #4 and #5 are too small
and thus are removed. Since the components #4 and #5 are
removed (1gnored), the labels #4 and #5 may also be reused.
In the example 1llustrated in the upper half of FIG. 4B, five
IDs are used but only one object 1s considered wvalid.
Theretore, without ID recycling four IDs are wasted. In an
example where an ID recycle mechanism 1s implemented,
IDs are reused when the respective life-time ends. For
example, an ID 1s recycled when an associated component
1s merged or removed. In general, the life-time of the
recycled ID ends when the ID will no longer be looked up.
In the example where ID recycling 1s not implemented (FIG.
4A), nine object IDs are used to label the components of the
objects detected in the 1mage 302. In the example where 1D
recycling 1s implemented (FIG. 4B), five object IDs are used
to label the components of the objects detected in the 1image
304. Consequently, the component table used to store object
IDs with ID recycling 1s smaller than the component table
used to store object IDs without recycling.

The number of object IDs needed to i1dentity the objects
may be different than the number of object IDs used 1n the
object detection process. At the end of an object detection
scan of the images 302 and 304 only two object IDs are
needed to uniquely label the valid objects 1n the 1mages
(stmilar to FIG. 3). However, 1n the example where ID
recycling 1s implemented (FIG. 4B), the connected compo-
nent labeling process utilizes a component table with five
entries (IDs). Thus, five IDs (or component table entries) are
“used” to label the “detected” objects 1n the 1mage 304. The
component table for the image 304 may be further reduced
if only the IDs needed to uniquely identify the valid objects
are kept. In an embodiment where the lowest object ID value
1s used to 1dentily a merged object, once the detected objects
(components) are merged and/or removed the remaining set
of “valid” objects still used five object IDs (or table entries),
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but 3 of the used IDs may then be discarded to further reduce
the component table storage for the image 304.

In general, connected component labeling may be used to
find objects that meet predefined criteria (e.g., are big
enough, etc). Small objects, such as dust, may be 1gnored
during the connected component labeling analysis. Because
objects are “seen” by a computer vision (or machine vision)
system 1n raster-scan order, the computer vision (or machine
vision) system can determine the object 1s small enough to
ignore only when the bottom of the object 1s reached. In
systems 1implementing ID recycling in accordance with an
embodiment of the invention the labels used for the objects
that may be 1gnored may be recycled whenever the computer
vision (or machine vision) system confirms that the objects
are small enough.

Referring to FIG. 5, a flow diagram of a process 400 1s
shown 1llustrating connected component labeling with
object ID recycling in accordance with an example embodi-
ment of the invention. In an example, the process (or
method) 400 may comprise a step (or state) 402, a step (or
state) 404, a step (or state) 406, and a step (or state) 408. In
the step 402, the process 500 may capture an 1image. In the
step 404, the process 400 may perform 1image processing to
prepare the image captured in the step 402 for connected
component labeling. In various embodiments, conventional
image processing techniques may be utilized to prepare the
captured 1mage.

In the steps 406 and 408, the process 400 may perform
connected component labeling with ID recycling on the
prepared 1mage from the step 404. In the step 406, the
process 400 may perform connected component labeling on
the prepared 1mage using conventional techniques, except
that object IDs used to label the detected components may
be generated and/or recycled using an ID recycling logic (or
process) 1 accordance with an embodiment of the inven-
tion. The object ID generating and/or recycling 1s generally
performed in the step 408. In the step 408, the process 400
may (1) obtain a new object ID for a newly detected object
from an ID recycle logic in accordance with an example
embodiment of the invention and/or (11) recycle (send) one
or more useless (e.g., no longer being used) object IDs to the
ID recycle logic 1n accordance with an example embodiment
of the invention.

In an example, when the connected component labeling
process performed 1n the step 406 detects a new object,
processing may move to the step 408 where a request may
be sent to the ID recycle logic 100 to obtain a new object 1D
for the newly detected object. The new object ID may be a
newly generated object ID or an object ID that has previ-
ously been determined useless (e.g., no longer being looked
up due to merging, removal, etc.). In addition, when the
connected component labeling process performed in the step
406 determines that a current object (component) should be
merged with one or more previously labeled objects, the
connected component labeling process performed 1n the step
406 may send the one or more object labels which are no
longer being used (useless IDs) to the step 408 for process-
ing by the ID recycle logic 100. In the step 408, the ID
recycle logic 100 prepares the useless IDs for use with future
detected objects (e.g., the useless IDs are pushed into the
FIFO memory 104 to be recycled). The steps 406 and 408
may be performed repeatedly until no new objects are
detected.

Referring to FIG. 6, a flow diagram 1s shown 1llustrating
an example implementation of the object ID recycling step
408 1n accordance with an example embodiment of the
invention. In an example, the process (or method) performed
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in the step 408 may comprise a step (or state) 410, a step (or
state) 412, a step (or state) 414, a step (or state) 416, a step
(or state) 418, a step (or state) 420, a step (or state) 422, and
a step (or state) 424. In an example embodiment, the steps
410 through 424 may be performed (implemented) solely 1n
hardware. The ID recycle process of the step 408 generally
begins 1n the step 410. In the step 410, the process 408
receives a request and/or useless IDs from the connected
component labeling process being performed i1n the step
406. In an example, the request may comprise one or more
of a request for a new object ID or a request communicating
one or more useless object IDs to be recycled.

The process 408 generally moves from the step 410 to the
step 412. In the step 412, the process 408 determines
whether any useless IDs have been sent from the connected
component labeling process for recycling by the ID recy-
cling logic 100. If useless object IDs have been sent to be
recycled, the process 408 moves to the step 414. If no
useless object IDs are contained 1n the communication from
the connected component labeling process of the step 406,
the process 408 moves to the step 416. In the step 414, the
process 408 pushes the useless IDs 1nto the queue contained
in the FIFO memory 104 and moves to the step 416. In the
step 416, the process 408 determines whether a new object
ID has been requested. If no new object ID 1s requested, the
process 408 moves to the step 424 and terminates (e.g.,
returns to the connected component labeling process in the
step 406).

If a new object ID has been requested, the process 408
moves to the step 418. In the step 418, the process 408
determines whether there are any object IDs queued for
recycling. If no object IDs are queued for recycling (e.g., the
signal FIFO_EMPTY 1s 1n an asserted state), the process 408
moves to the step 420. If there are object IDs queued for
recycling, the process 408 moves to the step 422. In the step
420, the process 408 generates a new unique ID for the
newly detected object (e.g., using the ID generator circuit
102), then moves to the step 424 and terminates (e.g.,
returning to the connected component labeling process in the
step 406 with the newly generated object ID). In the step
422, the process 408 selects (pops) the next one of the
useless object IDs from the queue 1n the FIFO memory 104
for use 1n labeling the newly detected object. The process

408 then moves to the step 424 and terminates (e.g., return-
ing to the connected component labeling process 1n the step
406 with the recycled object ID).

Referring to FIG. 7, a diagram of a camera system 500 1s
shown 1illustrating an example implementation of a local
maxima sub-integer position estimation system in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present invention. In one
example, the electronics of the camera system 500 may be
implemented as one or more integrated circuits. For
example, an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC) or
system on chip (SOC) may be used to implement the camera
system 500. The processor/camera circuit 502 generally
incorporates hardware and/or software/firmware that may be
configured to implement the processors, circuits, and pro-
cesses described above in connection with FIG. 1 through
FIG. 6.

In one example, the camera system 500 may comprise the
DRAM circuit 86, a processor/camera chip (or circuit) 502,
a block (or assembly) 504 having a block 506 and one or

more blocks (or circuits) 508, a block (or circuit) 510, a
block (or circuit) 512, a block (or circuit) 514, a block (or

circuit) 516, a block (or circuit) 518, a block (or circuit) 520,
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a block (or circuit) 522 and a block (or circuit) 524. The
circuits 86 and 504-524 may be connected to the camera
circuit 502.

In various embodiments, the processor/camera circuit 502
may comprise one or more processors 326 (e.g., ARM, etc.), 5

one or more coprocessors 528, a block (or circuit) 530, a
block (or circuit) 532, a block (or circuit) 534, a block (or

circuit) 536, a block (or circuit) 538, a block (or circuit) 540,

a block (or circuit) 542, a block (or circuit) 544, a block (or
circuit) 546 and a block (or circuit) 548. The circuits 82 10
through 548 may be connected to each other using one or
more buses, traces, protocols, etc.

The circuit 504 may implement a lens and sensor assem-
bly. The lens and sensor assembly 504 1s shown connected
to the processor/camera circuit 502. In some embodiments, 15
the lens and sensor assembly 504 may be a component of the
processor/camera circuit 502 (e.g., a SoC component). In
some embodiments, the lens and sensor assembly 504 may
be a separate component from the processor/camera circuit
502 (e.g., the lens and sensor assembly may be an inter- 20
changeable component compatible with the processor/cam-
era circuit 502). In some embodiments, the lens and sensor
assembly 504 may be part of a separate camera connected to
the processing portion of the processor/camera circuit 502
(e.g., via a video cable, a high defimition media interface 25
(HDMI) cable, a universal serial bus (USB) cable, an
Ethernet cable, or wireless link). The lens and sensor assem-
bly 504 may comprise other components (not shown). The
number, type and/or function of the components of the lens
and sensor assembly 504 may be varied according to the 30
design criteria of a particular application.

The block 506 may implement a lens 506. The lens 506
may capture and/or focus light input received from the
environment near the camera 500. The lens 506 may capture
and/or focus light for the circuit 508. The lens 506 may be 35
implemented as an optical lens. The lens 506 may provide a
zooming feature and/or a focusing feature. The lens and
sensor assembly 504 may be implemented with additional
circuitry (e.g., motors) to adjust a direction, zoom and/or
aperture of the lens 506. The lens 506 may be directed, tilted, 40
panned, zoomed and/or rotated to provide a targeted view of
the environment near the camera 500.

The circuit 508 may implement an image sensor. The
image sensor 508 may receive light from the lens 506. The
image sensor 508 may be configured to transform the 45
received focused light into digital data (e.g., bitstreams). In
some embodiments, the image sensor 508 may perform an
analog to digital conversion. For example, the image sensor
508 may perform a photoelectric conversion of the focused
light received from the lens 506. The image sensor 508 may 50
present the converted image data as a color filter array (CFA)
formatted bitstream. The processor/camera circuit 502 may
transform the bitstream 1nto video data, video files and/or
video frames (e.g., human-legible content).

The circuit 510 may be a microphone for capturing audio. 55
The circuit 512 may be an audio codec for recording audio
in a particular format. The circuit 514 may be a speaker for
playing audio.

The circuit 516 may implement a nonvolatile memory
(e.g., NAND flash memory, NOR flash memory, etc.). The 60
circuit 518 may implement a removable media 518 (e.g.,
secure digital media (SD), secure digital extended capacity
media (SDXC), etc.). The circuit 520 may implement one or
more serial communication channels 520 (e.g., RS-485,
RS-232, etc.). The circuit 522 may implement one or more 65
universal serial bus (USB) hosts 522 and/or USB interfaces.

The circuit 524 may implement wireless interface for com-

10

municating with a user device (e.g., a smart phone, a
computer, a tablet computing device, cloud resources, etc.).
In various embodiments, the wireless interface 524 and/or
the USB Host 522 may be configured for communicating
with a camera controller wirelessly. In the embodiment
shown, the circuits 504-524 are implemented as components
external to the processor/camera circuit 502. In some
embodiments, the circuits 504-524 may be components
on-board the processor/camera circuit 502.

The circuit 530 may be a digital signal processing (DSP)
module. In some embodiments, the circuit 530 may 1mple-
ment separate image DSP and video DSP modules. The DSP
module 530 may be configured to process digital signals.
The DSP module 530 may comprise an image digital signal
processor (IDSP), a video digital signal processor DSP
(VDSP) and/or an audio digital signal processor (ADSP).
The DSP module 530 may be configured to receive infor-
mation (e.g., pixel data values captured by the 1image sensor
508) from the circuit 536. The DSP module 530 may be
configured to determine the pixel values (e.g., RGB, YUV,
luminance, chrominance, etc.) from the information
received from the sensor mput 536. The DSP module 530
may be further configured to support or provide a sensor
RGB to YUV raw 1mage pipeline to improve image quality,
bad pixel detection and correction, demosaicing, white bal-
ance, color and tone correction, gamma correction, adjust-
ment of hue, saturation, brightness and contrast adjustment,
chrominance and luminance noise filtering.

The circuit 532 may be a storage interface. The storage
interface 532 may be configured to manage one or more
types of storage and/or data access. In one example, the
storage 1nterface 532 may implement a direct memory
access (DMA) engine and/or a graphics direct memory
access (GDMA). In another example, the storage interface
532 may implement a secure digital (SD) card interface
(e.g., to connect to the removable media 518).

The circuit 534 may implement a local memory system
(e.g., cache, fast random access memory, etc.). In various
embodiments, programming code (e.g., executable instruc-
tions for controlling various processors and encoders of the
processor/camera circuit 502) may be stored in one or more
of the memories (e.g., the DRAM circuit 86, the NAND 516,
etc.). When executed by the processors 526, the program-
ming code generally causes one or more components in the
processor/camera circuit 302 to configure video synchroni-
zation operations and start video frame processing opera-
tions. The resulting compressed video signal may be pre-
sented to the storage interface 532, the video output 546
and/or the communication module 548. The storage inter-
face 532 may transfer program code and/or data between
external media (e.g., the DRAM circuit 86, the NAND 516,
the removable media 518, etc.) and the local (internal)
memory system 334.

The circuit 536 may implement a sensor input (or inter-
face). The sensor input 536 may be configured to send/
receive data to/from the image sensor 508. In one example,
the sensor iput 536 may comprise an 1mage sensor input
interface. The sensor input 536 may be configured to trans-
mit captured 1mages (e.g., light data) from the 1mage sensor
508 to the DSP module 530 and/or the processors 526. The
data received by the sensor mput 536 may be used by the
DSP 530 to determine a luminance (Y) and chrominance (U
and V) values from the image sensor 508. The sensor mput
536 may provide an interface to the lens and sensor assem-
bly 504. The sensor input 536 may enable the processor/
camera circuit 502 to capture 1image data from the lens and
sensor assembly 504.
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The circuit 538 may implement one or more control
interfaces including but not limited to an inter device
communication (IDC) interface, an inter integrated circuit
(I°C) interface, a serial peripheral interface (SPI), and a
pulse width modulation (PWM) interface. The control inter-
face 538 may be configured to generate signals (e.g., IDC/
12C, STEPPER, IRIS, AF/ZOOM/TILT/PAN, etc.) for con-
trolling the lens and sensor assembly 504. The signal IRIS
may be configured to adjust an 1ris for the lens and sensor
assembly 504. The control interface 538 may enable the
processor/camera circuit 302 to control the lens and sensor
assembly 504.

The circuit 540 may implement an audio interface (e.g.,
an I’S interface, etc.). The audio interface 540 may be
configured to send/receive audio data. In one example, the

audio interface 540 may implement an audio inter-IC sound
(I’S) interface. The audio interface 540 may be configured
to send/recerve data 1n a format implemented by the audio
codec 512. The circuit 542 may implement a clock circuit
including but not limited to a real time clock (RTC), a
watchdog timer (WDT), and/or one or more programmable
timers.

The circuit 544 may implement an input/output (I/O)
interface. The I/O interface 544 may be configured to
send/receive data. The data sent/received by the I/0O inter-
face 544 may be miscellaneous 1nformation and/or control
data. In one example, the I/O interface 544 may implement
a general purpose mput/output (GPIO) interface. In another
example, the I/O interface 544 may implement an analog-
to-digital converter (ADC) module and/or digital-to-analog
converter (DAC) module. In yet another example, the I/O
interface 544 may implement an infrared (IR) remote inter-
face. In still another example, the I/O interface 544 may
implement one or more synchronous data communications
interfaces (IDC SPI/SSI).

The circuit 546 may be a video output module. The video
output module 546 may be configured to send video data.
For example, the camera system 500 may be connected to an
external device (e.g., a TV, a monitor, a laptop computer, a
tablet computing device, etc.). The video output module 546
may 1implement a high-definition multimedia interface
(HDMI), an LCD/TV/Parallel interface and/or a DisplayPort
interface. The video data may be presented in one or more
formats (e.g., PAL, NTSC, VGA, WVGA, QVGA, SD, HD,
Ultra HD, 4K, etc.).

The circuit 548 may be a communication module. The
communication module 548 may be configured to send/
receive data. The data sent/received by the communication
module 548 may be formatted according to a particular
protocol (e.g., Bluetooth, USB, Wi-F1, UART, etc.). In one
example, the communication module 548 may implement a
secure digital mput output (SDIO) interface. The commu-
nication module 3548 may include support for wireless
communication by one or more wireless protocols such as
Bluetooth®, ZigBee, Institute of Electrical and FElectronics

Engineering (IEEE) 802.11, IEEE 802.15, IEEE 802.15.1,
IEEE 802.15.2, IEEE 802.15.3, IEEE 802.15.4, IEEE
802.15.5, IEEE 802.20, GSM, CDMA, GPRS, UMTS,
CDMA2000, 3GPP LTE, 4G/HSPA/W1iMAX and/or SMS.
The communication module 548 may also include support
for communicating using one or more of the universal serial
bus protocols (e.g., USB 1.0, 2.0, 3.0, etc.). The processor/
camera circuit 302 may also be configured to be powered via
a USB connection. However, other communication and/or
power 1nterfaces may be implemented accordingly to meet
the design criteria of a particular application.
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In general, a connected component operation 1s frequently
used 1n 1mage processing. The connected component opera-
tion utilizes a component table to store the information about
the components. The number of entries in the component
table may be up to about one-half the product of the height
and width of an 1image (e.g., H*W/2), which 1s excessively
huge. In practice, the actual number of the components 1s
significantly less. To reduce the cost of the component table,
the number of IDs used may be reduced through ID recy-
cling in accordance with an embodiment of the invention.

In general, the number of IDs used may be greater than the
number of objects found. Components of objects may be
merged (e.g. components #2 and #3 are merged to compo-
nent#1). Components that do not meet predefined criteria
(e.g., too small, dust, noise, etc.) may be removed. The IDs
of merged components and removed components may be
reused, thus reducing the size and cost of the component
table needed to hold the 1image information.

The functions and structures illustrated in the diagrams of
FIGS. 1 to 7 may also be implemented, designed, modeled,
emulated, and/or simulated using one or more of a conven-
tional general purpose processor, digital computer, micro-
processor, microcontroller, distributed computer resources,
RISC (reduced 1instruction set computer) processor, CISC
(complex 1nstruction set computer) processor, SIMD (single
instruction multiple data) processor, signal processor, central
processing unit (CPU), arithmetic logic unit (ALU), video
digital signal processor (VDSP) and/or similar computa-
tional machines, programmed according to the teachings of
the specification, as will be apparent to those skilled in the
relevant art(s). Appropriate software, firmware, coding, rou-
tines, 1instructions, opcodes, microcode, and/or program
modules may readily be prepared by skilled programmers
based on the teachings of the disclosure, as will also be
apparent to those skilled 1n the relevant art(s). The software
1s generally executed from a medium or several media by
one or more of the processors of the machine implementa-
tion.

The invention may also be implemented by the prepara-
tion of ASICs (application specific integrated circuits), Plat-
form ASICs, FPGAs (field programmable gate arrays),
PLDs (programmable logic devices), CPLDs (complex pro-
grammable logic devices), sea-of-gates, RFICs (radio fre-
quency integrated circuits), ASSPs (application specific
standard products), one or more monolithic itegrated cir-
cuits, one or more chips or die arranged as flip-chip modules
and/or multi-chip modules or by interconnecting an appro-
priate network of conventional component circuits, as 1s
described herein, modifications of which will be readily
apparent to those skilled 1n the art(s).

The mvention thus may also include a computer product
which may be a storage medium or media and/or a trans-
mission medium or media including instructions which may
be used to program a machine to perform one or more
processes or methods 1n accordance with the invention.
Execution of instructions contained 1n the computer product
by the machine, along with operations of surrounding cir-
cuitry, may transform input data into one or more files on the
storage medium and/or one or more output signals repre-
sentative of a physical object or substance, such as an audio
and/or visual depiction. The storage medium may include,
but 1s not limited to, any type of disk including tloppy disk,
hard drive, magnetic disk, optical disk, CD-ROM, DVD and
magneto-optical disks and circuits such as ROMs (read-only

memories), RAMs (random access memories), EPROMs
(erasable programmable ROMs), EEPROMSs (electrically

erasable programmable ROMs), UVPROMSs (ultra-violet
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erasable programmable ROMs), Flash memory, magnetic
cards, optical cards, and/or any type of media suitable for
storing electronic 1nstructions.

The elements of the invention may form part or all of one
or more devices, units, components, systems, machines,
virtual machines and/or apparatuses. The devices may
include, but are not limited to, servers, workstations, storage
array controllers, storage systems, personal computers, lap-
top computers, notebook computers, palm computers, cloud
servers, personal digital assistants, portable electronic
devices, battery powered devices, set-top boxes, encoders,
decoders, transcoders, compressors, decompressors, pre-
processors, post-processors, transmitters, receivers, trans-
ceivers, cipher circuits, cellular telephones, digital cameras,
positioning and/or navigation systems, medical equipment,
heads-up displays, wireless devices, audio recording, audio
storage and/or audio playback devices, video recording,
video storage and/or video playback devices, game plat-
forms, peripherals and/or multi-chip modules. Those skilled
in the relevant art(s) would understand that the elements of
the invention may be implemented 1n other types of devices
to meet the criteria of a particular application.

The terms “may” and “generally” when used herein in
conjunction with “is(are)” and verbs are meant to commu-
nicate the intention that the description 1s exemplary and
believed to be broad enough to encompass both the specific
examples presented 1n the disclosure as well as alternative
examples that could be derived based on the disclosure. The
terms “may”” and “generally” as used herein should not be
construed to necessarily imply the desirability or possibility
of omitting a corresponding element.

While the mvention has been particularly shown and
described with reference to embodiments thereof, 1t will be
understood by those skilled 1n the art that various changes in
form and details may be made without departing from the
scope of the mvention.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. An apparatus comprising:

a processor circuit configured to generate a component
table while performing a connected component label-
ing process on a digital image; and

an ID recycle circuit in communication with said proces-
sor circuit and configured to minimize a number of
entries 1n said component table generated by said
processor circuit, wherein said ID recycle circuit 1s
configured to (1) present a recycled label value as a new
ID value for a newly detected object when a label value
to be recycled 1s available and (1) generate a new
unmique label value as the new ID value for the newly
detected object when no label value to be recycled 1s
available.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 1D
recycle circuit reuses entries 1n said component table for
different objects 1n said digital image.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 1D
recycle circuit 1s part of a coprocessor circuit associated with
said processor circuit.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said ID
recycle circuit comprises:

an ID generator circuit configured to generate unique
label values:

a first-1n-first-out memory configured to queue label val-
ues to be recycled;

a multiplexer circuit configured to select between an
output of said ID generator circuit and an output of said
first-1n-first-out memory for presentation as said new
ID value for said newly detected object; and
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a control circuit configured to control said first-in-first-out

memory and said multiplexer circuit.

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said
control circuit 1s configured such that:

when no IDs are queued for recycling, said ID recycle

circuit generates a unique ID value for a newly found
object; and

when at least one ID 1s queued for recycling said ID

recycle circuit reuses the at least one queued ID for
newly found objects.

6. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein said ID
generator circuit comprises:

a register configured to store a current unique label value;

and

an adder circuit configured to generate an incremented

version of the current unique label value, wherein the
current unique label value 1s replaced by the incre-
mented version of the current unique label value each
time the current unique label value 1s consumed by the
connected component labeling process.

7. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said 1D
recycle circuit 1s implemented solely 1n hardware.

8. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said
processor circuit and said ID recycle circuit are implemented
as part of an integrated circuit.

9. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said
processor circuit and said ID recycle circuit are implemented
as part of a system on chip (SoC).

10. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said
processor circuit and said ID recycle circuit are implemented
as part of a camera chip.

11. A method of connected component labeling compris-
ng:

generating a component table while performing a con-

nected component labeling process on a digital image;
and

minimizing a number of entries 1n said component table

by recycling ID labels no longer associated with objects
in said digital image, wherein (1) when a label value to
be recycled 1s available, the label value to be recycled
1s presented as a new ID value for a newly detected
object, and (11) when no label value to be recycled 1s
available, a newly generated unique label value 1s
presented as the new ID value for the newly detected
object.

12. The method according to claim 11, further compris-
ng:

queuing ID label values to be recycled 1n a first-in-first-

out memory.
13. The method according to claim 12, wherein:
generating a unique ID label value for a newly found
object when no ID label value to be recycled 1s queued
in said first-in-first-out memory for recycling; and

reusing an ID label value from said first-in-first-out
memory for said newly found object when at least one
ID label value 1s queued for recycling.

14. The method according to claim 12, wherein:

said ID label values are queued for recycling when an
associated object 1n said digital image 1s merged or
removed from consideration as a valid object.

15. The method according to claim 14, wherein:

said associated object 1s removed from consideration as

said valid object when said associated object does not
meet predefined criteria associated with valid objects.

16. The method according to claim 15, wherein:

said predefined criteria comprise one or more of size,

color, or shape.
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17. The method according to claim 11, wherein said
connected component labeling process and said recycling of
ID labels are implemented 1n a computer vision system.

18. The method according to claim 11, wherein said
recycling of ID labels comprises:

receiving a request from said connected component label-

INg Process;

determining whether any ID label values are to be

recycled; and

if one or more ID label values are to be recycled, pushing
the one or more ID label values 1nto a first-in first-out

memory.
19. The method according to claim 18, wherein said
recycling of ID labels further comprises:
determining whether a new object ID label value 1s
requested by the connected component labeling pro-
Cess;
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when a new object ID label value 1s requested, determin-
ing whether an object ID label value 1s queued for
recycling;
1f an object ID label value 1s queued for recycling,
popping the object ID label value from the first-in
first-out memory and communicating the popped object
ID label value to the connected component labeling
process; and
1 an object ID label value 1s not queued for recycling,
generating a new unique object ID label value and
communicating the newly generated object ID label
value to the connected component labeling process.
20. The method according to claim 19, wherein generat-
ing the new unique object ID label value comprises incre-
menting a previously generated unique object ID label
value.
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