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(57) ABSTRACT

A quick connect joint includes a base with first and second
lock receivers on opposite sides of the base, and a connec-
tion plate including first and second engagement members
engageable with the first and second lock receivers, respec-
tively. The first engagement member 1s displaceable between
a release position and lock position, and the first engagement
member 1s rotatable between an insert position and a connect
position. The quick connect joint creates a safe and reliable
connection.
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QUICK CONNECT JOINT

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

[0001] (NOT APPLICABLE)

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

[0002] (NOT APPLICABLE)
BACKGROUND
[0003] The mvention relates to a quick connect joint for

connecting a first part to a second part and, in an exemplary
application, the invention relates to a quick connect joint for
connecting a water pipe to a sprinkler.

[0004] There are many different “quick connections™ used
in the 1rrigation industry. These connections enable the user
to 1rrigate large areas with fewer sprinklers and remove the
sprinklers when not in use. There are i1ssues that come up
when dealing with portable sprinklers. The first 1s safety,
wherein many of the current connectors can be connected
and/or disconnected improperly. This can be a danger to the
user moving these sprinklers because when they open the
valve and pressurize the system, the sprinkler may be
launched into the air due to the connection not being
properly engaged. Many of them can also be opened under
pressure and can send the sprinkler flying. Existing quick
connectors include, for example, cam lock, ring lock, Certa-
set, and ball and socket connectors.

[0005] The Cam-lock connector utilizes two over center
cams that rotate into a groove that 1s cut into the male side
of the connection. These cams pull the connection together
and apply positive pressure on the seal that 1s seated 1nside
the female connector. There are some potential dangers with
using the cam lock system. If both cams are not fully rotated
down, there 1s a possibility of the connection blowing apart
and potentially injuring the user. The cams can also be
released under water/fluid pressure, which 1s dangerous
because if the sprinkler 1s plugged and the 1rrigator releases
the cams, this can cause the sprinklers to release and be
launched 1into the arr.

[0006] The ring lock connector utilizes a male and female
coupler that 1s joined with a “ring” that holds the two
together. These rings either have an over center cam latch or
a bolt connection. The over center cam 1s more of a portable
solution to allow for quick assembly and disassembly. The
over center cam latch ring lock, however, can be opened
while under water/flmid pressure, which can cause the con-
nection to separate and injure the user. It also can be latched
while the pipe 1s misaligned, which can cause the connection
to fail and separate.

[0007] The Certa-set connector utilizes a male and female
coupler that 1s held together with a plastic spline that 1s
iserted 1n a slot which keeps the connection together. This
connection can also be opened under water/fluid pressure,
and 1f the user forgets to install the plastic spline, the
connection can come apart while under pressure and launch
the sprinkler into the air.

[0008] The ball and socket connector uses a male and
female connection that 1s held together with two clamps that
pull the connection together. It the latches are not properly
hooked on the lip of the female part, this connection can
come apart when the system 1s pressurized.
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BRIEF SUMMARY

[0009] It would be desirable to provide a quick connect
joint suitable for a pressurized irrigation application that
overcomes the drawbacks with existing connectors.

[0010] The quick joint connector of the described embodi-
ments mcorporates a base, a connection plate, and an over
center cam latch. The connection plate has a tab that
protrudes out the back that 1s engageable 1n a slot 1n the base.
A T-bar 1s associated with the over center latch and 1s aligned
with a slot in the base. The connection plate 1s engaged with
the base, the over center latch 1s rotated ninety degrees until
the T-bar 1s perpendicular to the slot 1n the base, and the cam
latch can then be rotated to clamp down the connection plate
to the base.

[0011] Inan exemplary embodiment, a quick connect joint
for connecting a first part to a second part includes a base
securable to the first part, a connection plate securable to the
second part, and a cam latch. The base includes an engaging
surface with a T-bar slot defined 1n the engaging surface, and
the base includes a tab opening defined by a bracket extend-
ing from the engaging surface. The connection plate
includes a tab member engageable with the tab opening of
the base. The cam latch extends through the connection plate
and includes a cam actuator on one side of the connection
plate coupled with a T-bar and a T-bar shaft on an opposite
side of the connection plate. The T-bar shatt 1s positionable
in the T-bar slot with the T-bar on a side of the base opposite
from the engaging surface. The cam actuator 1s displaceable
between a release position 1n which the T-bar 1s disengaged
from the base and a lock position 1n which the T-bar is
engaged with the base.

[0012] The cam actuator may be rotatable between an
insert position 1n which the T-bar 1s aligned with a longitu-
dinal axis of the T-bar slot and a connect position 1n which
the T-bar 1s not aligned with the longitudinal axis of the
T-bar slot. One of the base and the connection plate may
include an insert member, and the other of the base and the
connection plate may include an insert opening. The nsert
member engages the insert opening when the connection
plate 1s coupled with the base. The bracket defiming the tab
opening may be integral with the base. The tab member may
include a groove on an upper surface that 1s engageable with
the bracket. The base may include a base socket with internal
threads for connecting to the first part, and the connection
plate may include a connection plate socket with internal
threads for connecting to the second part. In some embodi-
ments, the tab and the cam latch are positioned on opposite
sides of the connection plate. The cam actuator may include
a cam handle coupled with a cam member, and the cam latch
may additionally include a cam insert positioned between
the cam member and the connection plate and engaged with
the cam member. The cam member and the cam insert may
be cooperatively shaped such that rotation of the cam
member relative to the cam insert draws the T-bar shait and
the T-bar toward the cam member. The connection plate may
include a seal on an underside thereof facing the engaging
surface of the base. The base may include at least one pad
secured on the engaging surface.

[0013] In another exemplary embodiment, a method of
securing a quick connect joint includes the steps of (a)
inserting the tab of the connection plate into the tab opening
of the base; (b) with the cam latch 1n a release position,
pivoting the connection plate into engagement with the base
and 1nserting the T-bar shaft into the T-bar slot; and (c)
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displacing the cam latch from the release position to a lock
position to thereby draw the T-bar 1nto engagement with the
base. Step (b) may be practiced with the cam actuator 1n a
release position such that the T-bar 1s aligned with a longi-
tudinal axis of the T-bar slot, wherein the method further
includes, before step (¢), rotating the cam actuator from the
release position to a connect position in which the T-bar 1s
not aligned with the longitudinal axis of the T-bar slot. The
method may further include engaging a groove 1n an upper
surface of the tab with the tab opening in the base, and the
method may include sealing the engagement between the
connection plate and the base. Step (b) may include engag-
ing the insert member with the insert opening.

[0014] In yet another exemplary embodiment, a quick
connect joint includes a base including first and second lock
receivers on opposite sides of the base, and a connection
plate including first and second engagement members
engageable with the first and second lock receivers, respec-
tively. The first engagement member 1s displaceable between
a release position and lock position, and the first engagement
member 1s rotatable between an insert position and a connect
position. The base may include a cylindrical isert member
protruding from an engaging surface of the base, and the
connection plate may include an insert opening sized to
receive the insert member, wherein the insert member
engages the insert opening when the connection plate 1s
engaged with the base. The first engagement member may
include a cam latch extending through the connection plate,
where the cam latch has a cam actuator on one side of the
connection plate coupled with a T-bar and a T-bar shaft on
an opposite side of the connection plate, and where the T-bar
shaft and the T-bar are engaged with the first lock receiver
when the cam actuator 1s displaced to a lock position. The
connection plate may include a seal on an underside thereof
facing the base, and the second engagement member may
include a tab member, where the second lock receiver may
include a tab opening defined by a bracket. The bracket may
include posts extending from the base and a cross bar
secured on the posts.

[0015] In some embodiments, the first lock receiver
includes a cam groove, and the first engagement member
includes a cam engageable with the groove 1n the lock
position. The first engagement member may include the cam
disposed at a distal end of a rotatable lever. The connection
plate may include a plate pair disposed on opposite sides of
the rotatable lever and including through holes, where the
lever includes a locking hole that 1s positioned 1n alignment
with the through holes in the plate pair 1n the lock position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0016] These and other aspects and advantages will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings, 1n which:

[0017] FIG. 1 shows the quick connect joint in an exem-
plary application connecting a water pipe to a sprinkler;

[0018] FIG. 2 shows the exemplary application of FIG. 1
in a connected and locked configuration;

[0019] FIG. 3 1s a close-up perspective view of the quick
connect joint in the connected configuration;

[0020] FIG. 4 shows a variation of the quick connect joint
assembly;
[0021] FIG. S shows an alternative embodiment with a

modified locking mechanism and tab opening;
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[0022] FIG. 6 shows the embodiment of FIG. 5 1n a locked
position; and
[0023] FIG. 7 1s a cross-sectional view of the FIG. 5
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0024] With reference to the drawings, the quick connect
joint 10 according to the described environments 1s shown in
an exemplary application to an irrigation system, where the
quick connect joint connects a water pipe 1 which water
flows under pressure to a sprinkler. The 1llustrated applica-
tion 1s exemplary, and the quick connect joint may be
applicable in other applications as would be apparent to
those of ordinary skill in the art. The invention 1s not
necessarily meant to be limited to the 1llustrated application.
[0025] The quick connect joint 10 includes a base 12
securable to a first part and a connection plate or plate
assembly 14 securable to a second part. As noted, in the
illustrated exemplary application, the first part may be a
water pipe 1n which water flows under pressure, and the
second part may be a sprinkler.

[0026] The base 12 includes an engaging surface 16 with
a T-bar slot 18 defined 1n the engaging surface 16. As shown,
the T-bar slot 18 1s defined 1n a periphery of the engaging
surface 16. The base 12 also includes a tab opening 20
defined by a bracket 22 extending from the engaging surface
16. The bracket 22 defimng the tab opening 20 may be
integral with the base 12.

[0027] The connection plate 14 1s provided with a tab
member 24 that protrudes from the connection plate 14. The
tab member 24 1s sized and shaped to fit in the tab opening
20 of the base 12. The tab member 24 1s thus engageable
with the bracket 22 1n the tab opening 20 of the base 12. As
shown 1n FIG. 3, the tab member 24 may be provided with
a groove 25 on an upper surface. The groove 25 1s engage-
able with the bracket 22 to hold the connection plate 14 1n
place 1n the event that pressure 1s applied to the connection
plate 14 (e.g., by opening a valve) before the connection
plate 1s locked down.

[0028] Any suitable construction may be used for secur-
ing/receiving the tab member 24 when assembling the quick
connect joint. An exemplary alternative 1s shown 1n FIG. 4.
This configuration operates the same as described above
with the over center latch. The top connection plate has
removed the 2-inch NPT connection, and has geometry that
allows for a direct-bolt connection 50 to a sprinkler such as
the Nelson Big Gun™. This shortens the overall assembly,
and since the bolts are covered in the connection plate,
allows for a sprinkler such as the Nelson Big Guns™ to be
placed 1n areas that may have 1ssues with theft.

[0029] A cam latch 26 extends through the connection
plate 14. As shown, the cam latch 26 and the bracket 22 are
positioned on opposite sides of the connection plate 14. The
cam latch 26 includes a cam actuator or handle 28 on one
side of the connection plate 14 coupled with a T-bar 30 and
T-bar shait 32 on an opposite side of the connection plate 14.
The cam actuator 28 1s displaceable between a release
position 1n which the T-bar 30 1s lowermost and a lock
position 1n which the T-bar 30 1s raised to an engagement
position.

[0030] The connection plate 14 may be provided with a
seal member 34 such as a U-cup seal, which provides a
quality seal 1n varying conditions. Two pads 36 may be
secured on the engaging surface 16 of the base plate 12. The
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pads 36 are raised above the engaging surface 16 to allow for
dirt and small debris to be present without impeding the seal
between the base 12 and the connection plate 14.

[0031] The base 12 may be provided with a base socket 38
with internal threads for connecting to the first part. Simi-
larly, the connection plate 14 may be provided with a
connection plate socket 40 with internal threads for con-
necting to the second part. As shown 1n FIG. 1, the base 12
may also be provided with a cylindrical insert member 42
protruding from the engaging surface 16 of the base. The
connection plate 14 includes an insert opening 44 that i1s
s1zed to receive the insert member 42. The insert member 42
engages the insert opening 44 when the connection plate 14
1s engaged with the base 12. The insert member 42 and the

insert opening 44 may be reversed between the connection
plate 14 and the base 12.

[0032] With reference to FIG. 3, the cam actuator/handle
28 1s coupled with a cam member 46, which rotates with the
handle 28. A cam 1nsert 48 1s positioned between the cam
member 46 and the connection plate 14 and engaged with
the cam member 46. The cam member 46 and the cam insert
48 are cooperatively shaped such that rotation of the cam
member 46 by the handle 28 or the like relative to the cam
insert 48 draws the T-bar shaft 32 and the T-bar 30 toward

the cam member 46.

[0033] The cam actuator 28 1s thus rotatable about an axis
through the cam member 46 generally parallel to a plane of
the connection plate 14. The cam actuator/handle 28 1s also
rotatable about a vertical axis through the connection plate
14 and the base 12 1n alignment with the T-bar shaft 32. The
cam actuator 28 1s thus rotatable between an insert position
in which the T-bar 30 1s aligned with a longitudinal axis of
the T-bar slot 18 (FIG. 1) and a connect position in which the
T-bar 30 1s not aligned with the longitudinal axis of the T-bar
slot 18.

[0034] To secure the quick connect joint 10, the tab 24 of
the connection plate 14 1s mserted into the tab opening 20 of
the base 12. With the cam latch 26 in the release position,
where the T-bar 30 1s aligned with the longitudinal axis of
the T-bar slot 18, the connection plate 14 1s pivoted into
engagement with the base 12, and the T-bar shaft 32 is
inserted into the T-bar slot 18. Subsequently, the cam actua-
tor 28 may be rotated from the release position to the
connect position in which the T-bar 30 1s not aligned with the
longitudinal axis of the T-bar slot 18. The cam latch 26 via
the actuator 28 may then be displaced over center from the
released position to a lock position to thereby draw the T-bar
30 1into engagement with the base 12.

[0035] The tab 24 on the back of the connection plate 14
tacilitates alignment of the quick connect joint. The user
merely slides the tab 24 into the opening 20 in the base 12
until 1t stops, and the connection plate 14 i1s then pivoted
down onto the base 12. The tab 24 also acts as an 1nitial
safety feature in the connection. The groove 25 cut in the top
of the tab member 24 serves to prevent the connected part
(e.g., the sprinkler) and the connection plate 14 from being
launched 1n the event that a valve 1s opened without properly
connecting the T-bar 30. Rather, the groove 235 1n the tab
member 24 would engage the bracket 22 to hook the part and
prevent launching. This would allow the user enough time to
grab hold of the sprinkler and close the valve. The over
center cam latch 26, T-bar 30, and T-bar shait 32 provide an
additional safety feature. If the cam latch 26 1s unlatched
while the sprinkler 1s under pressure or the like, the con-
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nection plate 14 will lift up until the T-bar connection
catches. In the exemplary application, a water leak will
result, but the structure would prevent the part from coming
ofl the base 12. The T-bar can also keep the connection
together 11 the user forgets to lock down the cam latch. With
both the cam latch and the tab on opposite sides of the
connection plate, the assembly creates a connection that is
difficult to separate under pressure, providing added protec-
tion to the user.

[0036] FIGS. 5-7 show an alternative embodiment. This
embodiment utilizes many of the same structural compo-
nents for the secure and safe connection. The quick connect
joint 110 1n this embodiment includes a locking mechanism
112 utilizing a single over center cam 114 (see FIG. 7) that
rotates with a lever 118 and engages within a semicircular
cam groove 116. The lever 118 1s secured to the base and
pivotally mounted between a plate pair 124 via a pivot pin
119. The single cam 114 helps to decrease the amount of
time spent connecting the sprinklers to the base. The lever
118 also has a locking hole 120 to allow for a pin or lock to
be 1nstalled 1n through holes 122 in the connection plate.
That 1s, 1n the lock position, the locking hole 120 1n the lever
118 1s aligned with the through holes 122 in the plate pair
124. This allows the user to ensure that the sprinkler 1s much
more diflicult to steal or have an accidental opening of the
connection due to livestock rubbing against the riser.

[0037] FIG. S shows the lever 118 in the down position
such that the connection plate could be removed from the
base, and the cam 114 1s not engaged in the semicircular
groove 116. FIG. 6 shows the lever 118 rotated up and the
cam 114 engaged 1n the groove 116.

[0038] With continued reference to FIGS. 5§ and 6, a
revised bracket 126 includes posts 128 and a cross bar 130
to define the tab opening. The cross bar 130 1s secured to the
posts 128 with suitable connectors 132. The revised bracket
126 allows for better manufacturability. As shown in FIG. 7,
a seal 134 may be positioned between the base and the
connection plate.

[0039] While the invention has been described 1n connec-
tion with what 1s presently considered to be the most
practical and preferred embodiments, it 1s to be understood
that the invention 1s not to be limited to the disclosed
embodiments, but on the contrary, 1s imtended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements included
within the spirit and scope of the appended claims.

1. A quick connect joint for connecting a first part to a
second part, the quick connect joint comprising:

a base securable to the first part, the base including an
engaging surface with a T-bar slot defined in the
engaging surface, and the base including a tab opening
defined by a bracket extending from the engaging
surface;

a connection plate securable to the second part, the
connection plate including a tab member engageable
with the bracket 1n the tab opening of the base; and

a cam latch extending through the connection plate, the
cam latch including a cam actuator on one side of the
connection plate coupled with a T-bar and a T-bar shaft
on an opposite side of the connection plate, wherein the
T-bar shaft 1s positionable 1n the T-bar slot with the
T-bar on a side of the base opposite from the engaging
surface, and wherein the cam actuator 1s displaceable
between a release position 1n which the T-bar 1s disen-
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gaged from the base and a lock position 1n which the
T-bar 1s engaged with the base.

2. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
cam actuator 1s rotatable between an insert position 1n which
the T-bar 1s aligned with a longitudinal axis of the T-bar slot
and a connect position in which the T-bar 1s not aligned with
the longitudinal axis of the T-bar slot.

3. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein one
of the base and the connection plate comprises an insert
member, and wherein the other of the base and the connec-
tion plate comprises an insert opening, the insert member
engaging the insert opening when the connection plate 1s
coupled with the base.

4. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
bracket defining the tab opening 1s integral with the base.

5. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
tab member includes a groove on an upper surface, the
groove being engageable with the bracket.

6. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
base comprises a base socket with internal threads for
connecting to the first part, and wherein the connection plate
comprises a connection plate socket with internal threads for
connecting to the second part.

7. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
tab and the cam latch are positioned on opposite sides of the
connection plate.

8. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
cam actuator comprises a cam handle coupled with a cam
member, and wherein the cam latch further comprises a cam
isert positioned between the cam member and the connec-
tion plate and engaged with the cam member, the cam
member and the cam insert being cooperatively shaped such
that rotation of the cam member relative to the cam insert
draws the T-bar shaft and the T-bar toward the cam member.

9. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein the
connection plate comprises a seal on an underside thereof
facing the engaging surface of the base.

10. A quick connect joint according to claim 1, wherein
the base comprises at least one pad secured on the engaging
surtace.

11. A method of securing a quick connect joint including
a base with a T-bar slot and a tab opening, a connection plate
with a tab member, and a cam latch extending through the
connection plate and 1including a cam actuator on one side of
the connection plate coupled with a T-bar and a T-bar shaft
on an opposite side of the connection plate, the method
comprising;

(a) inserting the tab member of the connection plate into

the tab opening of the base;

(b) with the cam latch 1n a release position, pivoting the
connection plate into engagement with the base and
inserting the T-bar shaft into the T-bar slot; and

(c) displacing the cam latch from the release position to a
lock position to thereby draw the T-bar into engage-
ment with the base.

12. A method according to claim 11, wherein step (b) 1s
practiced with the cam actuator in a release position such
that the T-bar 1s aligned with a longitudinal axis of the T-bar
slot, the method further comprising, before step (¢), rotating
the cam actuator from the release position to a connect
position 1 which the T-bar 1s not aligned with the longitu-
dinal axis of the T-bar slot.
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13. A method according to claim 12, further comprising
engaging a groove 1n an upper surface of the tab with the tab
opening in the base.

14. A method according to claim 11, further comprising
sealing the engagement between the connection plate and
the base.

15. A method according to claim 11, wherein one of the
base and the connection plate comprises an isert member,
and the other of the base and the connection plate comprises
an insert opening, and wherein step (b) further comprises
engaging the insert member with the insert opening.

16. A quick connect joint comprising:

a base including first and second lock receivers on oppo-

site sides of the base; and

a connection plate including first and second engagement

members engageable with the first and second lock
receivers, respectively,

wherein the first engagement member 1s displaceable

between a release position and lock position.

17. A quick connect joint according to claim 16, wherein
the first engagement member 1s rotatable between an insert
position and a connect position.

18. A quick connect joint according to claim 17, wherein
the base comprises a cylindrical 1nsert member protruding
from an engaging surface of the base, and wherein the
connection plate comprises an 1insert opening sized to
receive the insert member, the insert member engaging the
insert opening when the connection plate 1s engaged with the
base.

19. A quick connect joint according to claim 17, wherein
the first engagement member comprises a cam latch extend-
ing through the connection plate, the cam latch including a
cam actuator on one side of the connection plate coupled
with a T-bar and a T-bar shaft on an opposite side of the
connection plate, wherein the T-bar shaft and the T-bar are
engaged with the first lock receiver when the cam actuator
1s displaced to a lock position.

20. A quick connect joint according to claim 17, wherein
the connection plate comprises a seal on an underside
thereof facing the base.

21. A quick connect joint according to claim 16, wherein
the second engagement member comprises a tab member,
and wherein the second lock receiver comprises a tab
opening defined by a bracket.

22. A quick connect joint according to claim 21, wherein
the bracket comprises posts extending from the base and a
cross bar secured on the posts.

23. A quick connect joint according to claim 16, wherein
the first lock recerver comprises a cam groove, and wherein
the first engagement member comprises a cam engageable
with the groove 1n the lock position.

24. A quick connect joint according to claim 23, wherein
the first engagement member comprises the cam disposed at
a distal end of a rotatable lever.

25. A quick connect joint according to claim 24, wherein
the connection plate comprises a plate pair disposed on
opposite sides of the rotatable lever and including through
holes, and wherein the lever comprises a locking hole that 1s
positioned 1n alignment with the through holes 1n the plate
pair 1n the lock position.
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